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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
 

Collection Number: 3.011 

Collection Title: Macon County Citizens Opposing Capital Punishment Collection  

Dates: c. 1993-2013 

Size: 7 boxes (4 linear ft.) 

Creator/Collector: Macon County Citizens Opposing Capital Punishment organization 

Acquisition Information: Gift of Barb Redford and Sr. JoAn Schullian, 2013 

Accruals: No accruals are expected 

Custodial History: Material was acquired from collector 

Languages: Collection materials are in English.  

Repository: Local History Room, Archives and Special Collections Department, Decatur Public 

Library, Decatur, Illinois. 

Processed By: Rebecca Damptz, CA, 2023 

Conservation Notes: News clipping binder put together by Mary Mose was taken out of the 

binder and put in an acid-free folder.  It was kept in the same order.    

 

RIGHTS AND ACCESS  
 

Physical Access Restrictions 

None 

 

Technical Access Restrictions 

None  

 

Publication Rights 

Copyright has been assigned to the Decatur Public Library.  All requests for permission to 

publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted to the Department of Archives and Special 

Collections.  Permission for publication is given on behalf of the Decatur Public Library as the 

owner of the physical items and as the owners of copyright in items created by the donor.  

Although copyright was transferred by the donor, copyright in some items in the collection may 

still be held by their respective creator(s).  For further information, contact the Department of 

Archives and Special Collections.  

 

INFORMATION FOR RESEARCHERS 
 

Preferred Citation 

[item identification], [collection title], [collection number], Decatur Public Library, Department 

of Archives and Special Collections, Decatur, Illinois. 

 

Related Collections 

None 

 

Separated Material  

None.  
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Published Descriptions 

Not applicable 

 

Location of Originals 

Not applicable 

 

Location of Copies 

No copies made yet. 

 

Publication Note 

Not applicable  

 

Subject Headings 

Macon County Citizens Opposing Capital Punishment, MCCOCP, death penalty, Illinois, 

Decatur IL, Sr. JoAn Schullian 

 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
The Macon County Citizens Opposing Capital Punishment (MCCOCP) organization started in 

2002.  This organization was created as an off-shoot of Illinois Coalition on the Death Penalty 

(ICADP) by Sr. JoAn Schullian and other members of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 

and expanded to include members from all over Macon County.  MCCOCP worked to abolish 

the death penalty in Illinois through petitions, programs, speakers, and lobbying state officials.  

The group disbanded in 2012 after the death penalty was banned in Illinois in 2011. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
This collection contains documents and photographs pertaining to the Macon County Citizens 

Opposing Capital Punishment organization, and is 4 linear feet.   

 

The collection did not have a distinct order to it.  The news clipping binder from Mary Mose was 

left in the same order but removed from the binder.  The rest of the collection was organized 

with the researcher in mind.   

COLLECTION INVENTORY 

I. History 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

History Box 1  FF 1 

 

II. By-Laws 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

By-laws  FF 2 

 

III. Finances 
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Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Dues  FF 3 

 

IV. Meetings 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Meeting (9/17/2007)  FF 4 

Meeting (7/13/2011)  FF 5 

 

V. Conferences  

Folder Name Box # Folder # 

1st Annual Central Illinois 

Faith Community Training on 

Abolition of the Death 

Penalty (3/27/2004) 

 Box 6 

 

VI. Reports  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Central Illinois Regional 

Conference for Abolition of 

the Death Penalty (3/31/2007) 

 FF 7 

Death Penalty Lobby Day 

(2005) 

 FF 8 

 

VII. Correspondence, 2002-2011, 2013 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Correspondence 2002  FF 9 

Correspondence 2003  FF 10 

Correspondence 2004  FF 11 

Correspondence 2005  FF 12 

Correspondence 2006  FF 13 

Correspondence 2007  FF 14 

Correspondence 2008  FF 15 

Correspondence 2009  FF 16 

Correspondence 2010  FF 17 

Correspondence 2011  FF 18 

Correspondence 2013  FF 19 

Correspondence – No Date  FF 20 

 

VIII. Legislation 
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Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

House Bill 213  FF 21 

HJR80  FF 22 

SB2569/HB5687  FF 23 

SR0297  FF 24 

 

IX. Court Cases 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

People of the State of Illinois 

v. Curtis A. Thompson 

 FF 25 

 

X. Programs, 2002-2011 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Antoinette Bosco Speaking 

Engagements (2006) 

 FF 26 

Kevin Davis (2006)  FF 27 

Declaration of Life (2008)  FF 28 

Faith in Action   FF 29 

“Final Exposure: Portraits 

from Death Row” 

 FF 30 

Susan Hirsch (2007)  FF 31 

Innocence Project   FF 32 

David Kaczynski (2004)  FF 33 

Other Speakers   FF 34 

Aaron Patterson (2004)  FF 35 

Rev. Carroll L. Pickett (2010)  FF 36 

Helen Prejean, CSJ (2005)  FF 37 

Speakers 2002-2011  FF 38 

Rev. Darby Tillis (2008)  FF 39 

“Too Flawed to Fix”  FF 40 

“Too Flawed to Fix” Lobby 

Day (4/10/2002) 

Box 2 FF 1 

“Too Flawed to Fix” Lobby 

Day (4/13/2005) 

 FF 2 

Bud Welch (2002)  FF 3 

 

XI. Publications 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

“At the Death House Door”  FF 4 
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“Balancing Justice: Setting 

Citizen Priorities for the 

Corrections System” 

 FF 5 

“The Biblical Case for 

Capital Punishment” by 

Douglas B. Skinner 

 FF 6 

Brochures   FF 7 

“Capital Punishment Reform 

and the Illinois Supreme 

Court at the Forefront of 

Change” by Judge Michael P. 

Toomin 

 FF 8 

“Capital Punishment Reform 

– What’s Been Done and 

What Remains to be Done” 

by Thomas P. Sullivan 

(4/2004) 

 FF 9 

“Criminal Justice Reform 

Education Fund” 

 FF 10 

“A Culture of Life and the 

Penalty of Death”  

 FF 11 

“Death Penalty is ‘Pretty Fair 

Definition of Murder’” by 

John Dunn  

 FF 12 

“Death Penalty: Lethal 

Injection on Trial” by Kavan 

Peterson (3/26/2006) 

 FF 13 

“Jimmy Dennis: Innocent 

Man on Death Row” 

 FF 14 

“Lawyers Foresee Lasting 

Impact of Death Penalty 

Reforms” by David Ferrara 

(2/2004) 

 FF 15 

The New Abolitionist 

Newsletter  

 FF 16 

Newsletters   FF 17 

“Nobel Peace Prize Nominee 

to Give Mangan Lecture” by 

Bob Sampson 

 FF 18 

Phyllis McPherson’s 

Brother’s Statement 

 FF 19 

“A Prayer to Abolish the 

Death Penalty” by Helen 

Prejean, CSJ 

 FF 20 

“Proposed Reforms to the 

Illinois Capital Punishment 

 FF 21 
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System: A Status Report” by 

Thomas P. Sullivan (1/2008) 

“Race to Execution: A Film 

by Rachel Lyon” 

 FF 22 

“Spotlight on the Death 

Penalty” by Brian Gilmore 

(2003) 

 FF 23 

“Vigil at Terre Haute” by 

Carol Q Cosby 

 FF 24 

“What’s Wrong with the 

Death Penalty? Raising the 

Issues” 

 FF 25 

“With Justice for None” by 

Garry Spence 

 FF 26 

 

XII. Speeches 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Illinois Governor George 

Ryan’s January 2003 Speech 

at Northwestern University 

School of Law Announcing 

the Commutation of the 

Death Sentences of all on 

Death Row in Illinois 

 FF 27 

 

XIII. Resources 

Folder Name Box # Folder # 

Death Penalty Sites  FF 28 

 

XIV. Notes 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Notes   FF 29 

 

XV. Illinois Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (ICADP) 

a. Organization Information 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Information   FF 30 

 

b. By-Laws and Strategic Plans 
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Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

By-laws  FF 31 

Strategic Planning  FF 32 

 

c. Staff  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Executive Director   FF 33 

 

d. Members 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Board Ballot 2006-2007  FF 34 

Board of Directors  FF 35 

Members  FF 36 

 

e. Meetings, 2006-2010, 2012 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Annual Meeting (6/21/2006)  FF 37 

Annual Meeting (2009)  FF 38 

Annual Meeting (7/13/2010)  FF 39 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(5/16/2006) 

 FF 40 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(5/15/2007) 

 FF 41 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(7/15/2008) 

 FF 42 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(10/28/2008) 

 FF 43 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(11/2008) 

 FF 44 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(12/12/2008) 

 FF 45 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(7/21/2009) 

 FF 46 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(9/2009) 

 FF 47 

Board of Directors Meeting 

(2/21/2012) 

 FF 48 

Membership Meeting (2007)  FF 49 

Membership Meeting 

(6/2007) 

 FF 50 

Strategy Meeting (5/17/2008)  FF 51 
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f. Reports, 2004-2008, 2010 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Addendum to Treasurer’s 

Report (12/18/2007) 

 FF 52 

Annual Report (2004)  FF 53 

Annual Report (2006)  FF 54 

Annual Report (2007)  FF 55 

Annual Report (2008)  FF 56 

Annual Report (2010)  FF 57 

Nominating Committee 

Report (5/16/2006) 

 FF 58 

“Questioning a Broken 

System: Capital Punishment 

in Illinois in 2003” 

 FF 59 

Staff Reports (2006)  FF 60 

Staff Reports (2007)  FF 61 

 

g. Conferences, 2009 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Chicago Bar Conference 

(6/5/2009) 

 FF 62 

 

h. Correspondence, 2002, 2004, 2006-2012 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Correspondence 2002 Box 3 FF 1 

Correspondence 2004  FF 2 

Correspondence 2006  FF 3 

Correspondence 2007  FF 4 

Correspondence 2008  FF 5 

Correspondence 2009  FF 6 

Correspondence 2010  FF 7 

Correspondence 2011  FF 8 

Correspondence 2012  FF 9 

Statements  FF 10 

 

i. Programs 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

“Beyond Repair” Speaking 

Tour 

 FF 11 
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CRS Day of Faith in Action 

(4/28/2010) 

 FF 12 

49th Annual Illinois 

Governor’s Prayer Breakfast 

(5/11/2011) 

 FF 13 

“From Death Row to 

Freedom” 

 FF 14 

Miscellaneous  FF 15 

Repeal Celebration 

(4/20/2011) 

 FF 16 

 

j. Petition 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Petition  FF 17 

 

k. Visits, 2007 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Pontiac Correction Center 

(7/12/2007) 

 FF 18 

 

l. Publications 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

“How to Tell Your State 

Legislators: Abolish the 

Death Penalty!” 

 FF 19 

Newsletters (2008)  FF 20 

Newsletters (2009)  FF 21 

Newsletters (2010)  FF 22 

Newsletters (N/D)  FF 23 

“Wasteful and Inefficient: 

The Alarming Cost of the 

Death Penalty” 

 FF 24 

“Why Sister Miriam Wilson 

Goes Directly to Jail” by 

Marya Smith 

 FF 25 

 

m. Awards 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Cunningham-Carey Award  FF 26 
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XVI. National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (NCADP) 

a. Organization Information 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Strategic Plans  FF 27 

 

b. Correspondence, 2005-2011 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Correspondence 2005  FF 28 

Correspondence 2006  FF 29 

Correspondence 2007  FF 30 

Correspondence 2008  FF 31 

Correspondence 2009  FF 32 

Correspondence 2010  FF 33 

Correspondence 2011  FF 34 

 

c. Conferences, 2002-2003 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Annual Conference (2002)  FF 35 

Annual Conference (2003)  FF 36 

 

d. Publications 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

“Illinois Bar Supports 

Abolition of the Death 

Penalty in State” 

 FF 37 

“Lifelines” Newsletter  FF 38 

 

XVII. Organizations 

a. Amnesty International USA 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Organizational Information  FF 39 

Conferences – Regional 

Conferences (2003) 

 FF 40 

Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(10/12-14/2001) 

 FF 41 

Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(2003) 

 FF 42 
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Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(2004) 

Box 4 FF 1 

Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(2005) 

 FF 2 

Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(2006) 

 FF 3 

Programs – National 

Weekend of Faith in Action 

(10/19-21/2007) 

 FF 4 

Programs – Program to 

Abolish the Death Penalty 

(7/2006) 

 FF 5 

Publications – Articles   FF 6 

 

b. Others 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Catholics Against Capital 

Punishment  

 FF 7 

Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) 

 FF 8 

Death Penalty Information 

Center  

 FF 9 

DeWitt County Human 

Resource Center  

 FF 10 

Governor’s Commission on 

Capital Punishment 

 FF 11 

Illinois Death Penalty 

Moratorium Project  

 FF 12 

Miscellaneous  FF 13 

Missourians to Abolish the 

Death Penalty 

 FF 14 

The Moratorium Campaign  FF 15 

Murder Victims Families for 

Reconciliation 

 FF 16 

New York Religious Leaders 

Against the Death Penalty 

 FF 17 

Our Lady of Lourdes Social 

Justice Committee  

 FF 18 

Pax Christi USA  FF 19 
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Unitarian Universalists for 

Alternatives to the Death 

Penalty 

 FF 20 

United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops 

 FF 21 

Wisconsin Coalition Against 

the Death Penalty Fund, Inc. 

 FF 22 

 

XVIII. News Clippings, 1993-1994, 1997-1999, 2001-2012 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

News Clippings 1993  FF 23 

News Clippings 1994  FF 24 

News Clippings 1997  FF 25 

News Clippings 1998  FF 26 

News Clippings 1999  FF 27 

News Clippings 2001  FF 28 

News Clippings 2002  FF 29 

News Clippings 2003  FF 30 

News Clippings 2004 Box 5 FF 1 

News Clippings 2005  FF 2 

News Clippings 2006  FF 3 

News Clippings 2007  FF 4 

News Clippings 2008  FF 5 

News Clippings 2009  FF 6 

News Clippings 2010  FF 7 

News Clippings 2011  FF 8 

News Clippings No Date  FF 9 

News Clippings – Death 

Penalty Articles for Sr. JoAn 

Schullian from Mary Mose  

 FF 10 

 

XIX. Photographs 

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

Photographs  Box 6 FF 1 

Events 2002-2011  FF 2 

 

XX. Books  

Folder Name  Box # Folder # 

“Choosing Mercy” by 

Antoinette Bosco 

 FF 3 
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“Within These Walls: 

Memoirs for a Death House 

Chaplain” by Rev. Carroll 

Pickett 

 FF 4 

 

XXI. Audio/Visual 

Name Box # 

“Dead Man Walking: The Journey Continues” 

(2) 

Box 7 

“Too Flawed to Fix: The Illinois Death 

Penalty Experience” 

 

“At the Death House Door” (2)  

“The Empty Chair: Death Penalty – Yes or 

No” 

 

“Dead Man Walking: The Journey Continues” 

Sr. Helen Prejean program at Millikin 

University (9/13/2005) 

 

Edwin Colfax photos CD (2003)   

 

XXII. Ephemora 

Name  Box # 

MCCOCP stamp  

“The Death Penalty: Too Flawed to Fix” 

buttons (2) 

 

No Death Penalty button  

“If You Want Peace Work for Justice” button  

“Execution is Not the Solution” button  

 


