Rezistier of 0Old Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating.Council

Adiiress: #1 Millikin Place
Legal descrizsticn:

Millikin Place Z=c

in ol

ni Addition.
All rights e

driveway s and adj. and Lot 8,

Date of original construction: 1910 (assessor's office).

Name of original owner: Hooert Mueller,

a, Data from available ciz;
1911-1940 sller { ), v. pres., Mueller Co,
1941-1959 Addie Z. H:elle; (wli Robert),

1959-1970 Roy L. Rollins (Mary R.), v. pres., A. E. Staley
Mfg. Co.
1971~ Barreti Z. Geohsgzn, pres,-gen'l. mgr. WAND-TV,

vy

b. Data from the office of =
follows:

e Dzcztur Township assessor's office

2 stories, 10 roo=s
—— Brick exterior wall
‘ Front porch ©6x13 90 sw. ft.
Side porch 6x7 42 sw, ft.
Rear porch (6éx7; (10x11) 152 sw. ft.
4 baths with tils floors o
1 soff floor (wita linoleum) - kltchen
9 hardwood floors
_Hardwood doors zni irim
Steznm heat 75% basement
4 baths and 1 hzlf bath
2 nauu_al flr Diaces
Garage living ;;arters - 15x22° 350 sq. ft.

[ile roof, bat 1 living quarters, steam heat)

1)

“_‘1

(See sketch on opposite side)

Fressent owner: Joan K, Geohwgan,
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¢, See attachments as.follows:

(1) Sun. Decatur Herald and Review, Fsb, 9, 12

Decoration (#1 Millikin Place). o
(2) From the Decatur Public Library file, Genezlozy of ihe Decatur

Branch of the Mueller Family.

3) Architectural Record, Oct., 1916, p., 306, Vi=w ani first floor
( g
. plan - House of Robert Mueller, Esq., Decztur, Illinois, H.
V. Von Holst, ‘

(4) Report of Margarst M. Meyer's visit to #1 ¥illiking Flace Jan-
© uary 31, 1976.

(5) Andrews, Wayne, Architecture in Chicago and In Kidi-Amsrica,
Atheneum, 1968, p. 89, Residence of Robert X¥usller, Decatur,

Illinois, 1910 (Marion Mahony ani Hermann von Holst).
(6) Obit., Mrs. Robert Mueller, March 4, 1959 {(Litrary file).

(7) The Decatur Herald, March 28, 1940, Obit., Robert Mueller,

(8) The Decatur Review, March 28, 1940, editorial, page 4, Robert

Mueller,
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Early photograph of the Robert Mueller house, showing the house in the

final stage of completion, with some iandscaping dune. The £, P. Irving

house is just vicible in the discant left, {(Photo by Seorge Baker, 1912)




ABovE: Residence of Robert Mueller, Decatur, 1llinois, 1910 (Marion Mahony and
Hermann von Holst). BELow: Residence of J. H. Amberg, Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, 1910 (Marion Mabony and Hermann von Holst). Marion Mahony, perbaps
the most gifted draftsman on Wright's staff, was to become the wife of Walter
Burley Griffin. To her and Von Holst, Wright entrusted these and other comi-
missions in the office when he and Mamah Borthwick Cheney (the Cheney house
is shown on page 80) set off for Europe, abandoning the Wright and Cheney i‘ul@ué/
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SUNDAY.

-JOAN GEOGHEGAN, far
right, and her family have ljv-
ed in the Wright house at 1
Mé;llig;‘g Place, middle, for
almost four and a half

years.

THE FAMILY ROOM, top, a
much used part of the house, is
believed to be an enclosed
porch. Warm and comfortable
it sports a little used fountain
and gold fish pond at the far
end.

GOLD-LEAF colored walls
2dd a touch of distinction to the
family dining room, right. Wall
borders have an old-time sten-
cil effect.

JOAN SAYS she stayed away
from a formal approach to the
living room, boﬁtom, to keep it

~livable.
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Visit to #1 ¥iYlikir DPlace January 31, 1976

271 is 2 recrestion rooms;
which former owners, Mr. and
2s a family room.

The cast—wnqt hCL TUrs north of the living room betwee

: 11 277 “i-inc room. Dinine and kitchen

areas are two sters higher than living room, den and present
recreation room. Tr-= °T2ring from the living room to the
hall on the east raflzn+c this, with two stevs also at

this point,

\\]
(t e
b

Doors are of glass, or r~omvletelv absent, except for the
XY wronght iron o= into th2 dining DO”Oh (now family room)
which preseves the orzrnasg even when closed.

The 1iving room is sumnv, ¥with windows on three sides:

above the built in »rok a=< =s "M the east wall near the
steps is glass (bztw=an +ha 1ivine room and dining room),
further contributirne <o +ha light. The firevlace on the
north wall forms the nem+titi~n batween livine room and

halls its hall-gsids i =ra gs=me Roman brick. There are
two flat rectanculsr nz2xnals of St=ined glass in the 00171hg-
windows are cesemart with xt?xxngxgEXXEMSXV colored glas
insets, many of them r»pla r=flecting the lavend&r

1]

grouting of the firarlsr= w11, A Roman arch defines the

firevlace opening. Strips of #nod girdle the room at ks

window-top level., Whers <-aya is wsll svace, YREERRINYRYY
molding decorgfas the nlsster in recteznonlar shapes.

Glass doors lead o the G:-irg »anm  wharas 2 potterned
baver covers thepsi’: -~ ;

n
)
)
)

A Wrﬁyht lron gate erernzc “ve srtvrvne
glossed dinine norer, wrieh is now 2 fz2milv room. Random
tile covers the “nn* 43 or

wrought iron and f:?c.
on the =ast side is row

Tram dind e ranam +a

3 = hf\*’o'r-c:d with
fount=2in~8P%%reen tile

nnotted rlants

The butler's pantry h=s now been incorvors+ed in the
modernized kitcher., A hadrnom is behind the back steirway,
west of the kitchen,

The back stairway hes = single vpan=l, 2rnd the front stairway
three panels, of three different lengths, of rectanguler
window, decorated ~ith the coclored g?aqs insets.

mhc master bedrrom has a firepnlace with the same brick and

avend&r grouting, built in chests which eliminate the
rﬁaﬁ for fer 6resqcrc- Mre. Geohagan has decorated it in
nUrnle and white.

e of *“he bathrooms mey heve been redone by Mrs. Mueller:

ch hes 2 distinctive color tile wainscot, with decorated
23 23 trim. She 210 installed a2 smsll elevator.

Li closet has pull out shelves. M1¢n~3r
(; %
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Decatur Review, Foundad 1878

- The Wright House

- Home Is Its Own Decoration

i Bv Karen T. Lobeck
Women's Editor

hen the realtor told Joan

egan the Decatur house

as ahout to see was a

house she wasn’t that

pressed.

She was just after the right
ouse for her family no matter

?

i

who designed it. Besides all she
a‘ir.ew of Frank Lloyd Wright

#as the Solomon P, Gug-
genheim Museum in New York.
And she didn’t particularly like
But off she went, into the
unigue home at illikj
Place, and out she came,
ng it after seeing it just
once,
short, she liked it,
ur and a half years later
an sits in her favorite room
e living room — and says
ly, “It’s home.”
she remembers,
ngly, the second look she
the house. “The second
I realized what we had
. I panicked. I didn’t
7 furniture would fit. It
s more fraditional.”
t would go, she decided,
emporary furniture
2l antiques, But

like a  home, not a
memorial,

The effect is one of comfor-
table space. The house is too
chic for pretty. Too livable for
stunning. It has a just - right
feeling in between the two.

You could easily imagine a
dog loping into the family
room. , , but it would have a
pedigree. That sort of feel-
ing.

“The  house itself is
decorative  without  doing
anything,” Joan says. And she
has learned to go with, not fight
against that fact.

Windows are curtainless in
many parts of the home,
emphasizing the rich wood
window casings and the leaded

- glass windows
themselves.

Small panes of stained glass
— mostly purple — are scat-
tered in the windows.

Joan moves up
microscopically close to the
living room’s fan - shaped
fireplace and traces grouting
with her finger. It has a slight
lavender tinge to match the
purple in the windows. “Do you
believe that?” she asks, shak-
ing her head.

Although the windows are
one of her favorite things, Joan
sighs at the sheer number of
them. ‘I have over a hundred
windows to wash. There has got
to be 120 in the house.”

Joan ticks off some other
Wright wrongs:

— Between windows and
wood molding on the walls —
admittedly beautiful — wall
space is a luxury. Wall molding
has eliminated some of the
Geoghegans’ larger pictures,
No place to hang them.

— Artificial skylights in the
living room and indirect
lighting in the dining room take
light bulbs, tight bulbs, light
bulbs.

“There are 96 lights in the
dining room. Some went out
when we were first here and I
went up with a ladder to
replace them. I absolutely died
when 1 found out how many
there were and that 42 were
out.” The skylights take a more
conservative number — 36,

Sheer space can have its dif-
ficulties, too — contrasting with
her husband Barrett’'s cozy
den downstairs is the master
bedroom complex upstairs.

Redecorating the room, she
says, meant 70 yards of
carpet.

But it also meant a room not
quite airy, not quite majestic,
but somewhere in between.

The complex includes the
bedroom, two dressing rooms,
bathroom and a sewing room
which was once a sleeping
porch.

All the room everywhere is
one of the house’s great pluses,
says Joan, looking at i,

s

especially, with the eyes of a
mother of four.

The house itself, says Joan,
has changed little since 1910
when it was built for the Robert
Muellers. Joan has completely
redone the Kitchen, and the
family room, — complete with
fountain '— was - probably
closed in after the house was
built, she thinks.

“It's fantastic,” Joan.says.
“It was built in 1910 and is
completely modern and func-
tional by today’s standards ex-
cept the kitchen.”

Controversy in some books
about whether Wright really
designed the house doesn’t
bother her. After all, she didn’t
buy it for the Wright name.

“I think there are some
beautiful old homes in Decatur.
There are 10 I could live in
tomorrow,

“The fun of living in a Wright
house is those people who ring
your doorbell.”

Joan adds she was originally
told throngs of people would
want to see it, but she didn’t
believe it.

She soon did. Peop
to take pictures. Arc
students lusted to sze th
side.

“If I'm in a good mood and
not late for somethi y
ask them in.

**And they always say, ‘Oh, I
hoped you'd ask.” ¥’
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»f men working on
srder 1o get it dene in time
s Musller on her return

v, she was delight-

in, & noted Chi-

to his fame by
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AT WEST EXND.
The new pool is lovated at the wost
tha garden and is

et

jies have been planted around
1 gold gish will be put in sgome |
A Japanese structure t}
sme BOrt may he erected at the back

i

Mueller to make the pool and grounds
as atiractive for the song birds as pos-
The birde may use it for drink-
ing water and some places
made ghallawar with rocks in
attract the feathered flocks.

ARE MAKING PLANS
FOR LABOR DAY

Decator Men Invite Springfield Trades|

Burdick, Alby
Glors went to Springtield Fri-
a masting of the Trades
and
tn Springfield
the Labor day celebration In
Monday in Septem-

Contest s.d:l in Suecess.

niest social given tha
s class By -the women
r Grace Metho-
snday school Thuraiay night was
reat sucress An excellent program
» and refreshments wers §erv-
R. ¥. McDanie]
= Eave intéresting talks,
time, the children were en-
eining room by &

of

and Mr.
At

P

-
-
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A Gastman Mothers
Elect Officers.

™

Sew officers fpr the coming year
eve electsd by the Mothers' ciub of
E A Gastman school Thursday af-

¢ TT oD They are as foliows:
President—Mrs. T. J Prentice.
Vice president—Mrs. Henry Abaly.
Secretary—-Mrs. Clyde Trisch.
Treasurer—Mrs, Frapk Smallwood.

- %

e report of the treasurer glven
it & the meeting Wwas very good It
i!' wed a balance In the treasury of
e
i
|
)

ULLRICH.

Ulirieh school Mothers' club, at its
er i meeting Thiursday afterncon, decided
ae its election of officers un-
ti, the- beginning of the new school
year. Reports of various committees
and of the treasurer were heard at
the meeting. The club will make an-
other payment on its piano and wiil
£till have a balance In the treasury.
The business for the year was finish-

to postp:

ed up
BNy

OGLESBY.

entertainment du
the -children will &
R |
Y s
hand

The program by

[ refreshments m

o X av

: e - ne
sandwiches se, candy, popcorn and

? fce eream and cake

DENNTS,

sed

eaned with them

ng was sold o

—— —

| WHEN YOU WASH YOUR

PR

and makes the hair brittle.

any drug store, and a few o

last the whole family for m
Simply moisten the hair

and rub it in, about a ¢

all that is. feq pired. It

abundaf tich,

[2{~

n

e e At

of lce cream wars used The
were donated by the mothers.

MEETING AT MRS.

.'l"o Woman's Missionary society off .. o .o sisek thig evening o8
the Church of God held its monthly
terurban {or Bement wiefe

meeting Thursday afternoon at the} =

4 5 give a sancert. Already thg
home of Mrs. O. B. Huston, 1566 North| o5 4iypie have been scld &2
Church strest, with a good attendance. :!;-d it is expected there - e
The fitth chapter in “The Child in the{ o o . S it wanall
Midst® was studied, the topic Deing packAls (A B
“The Child at Worship™” Devotions ha.r'.m El r"*xarl > (‘/n° ° =
were conducted by Miss Clara Rich-} o 0 "_; 2 "_“f"w 5 :, b
mond and the lesson was discussed by} ., P'w“']d ¥ g _:
Mrs. Huston, Mrs. A. J. Roher, Mrs. iml‘;;.wmn:i . A':“‘: ,‘é i
A. E. Richmond, and Mrs. W. L. Huff. P“ ,e‘." < Sn“do i,
Two new members were received. roigeacy Spder went 09t W
At the close of the meeting there was is 46 cabin. before B
a social hour and refreshments were SUPPer % MR DESOTE 99
served by the hostess,

..... P

HUSTON'S HOME | °® "™ [ S

The 5t. John's Chor's

op
-

at 4 o'clock Friday afternoos

ment.

MUTHERS GO OUT

The Atwood Crochet clyb met Thurs-
day afternoon at the home of Mrs, W
H. Snyder,
Mre. Nelson -and Mlss Tabler of Mis-
sourl were guests.
during the afternoon and they were
entertalned with Victrola music Re-
trashments were served hnd each per-
son was given a bouquet of pangsies
1 favor

e p—

The »athers digcussed ths matter of
= __ungress of Moth-

. G decided not to do so this year.

Ogleshy school Is planning for an {ee
cream social to be held next Monday
| evening on tha school grounds. The
grounds will ba {1 smigated with elec-
tric lighta There will bes plenty of
g the evening, as
a thelr wand and
211 Arills and folk plave and
- —unle by the Bigh ..pm\”

BASEMENT

the children witt|
L prohahbly not bexin ntil adbout €:308,
But the mothers will be ready to serve

eariier, by 4:39 or |
will have on mle

{s school spring festival
Thnraday evening was attended by &
arge crowd and was most eucoessful
rha ohildren carried out their program
well and evervbody was

1+ tha social after the program, the
ers took in $37. Practically ewerv-
Fifteen gallons

e e e A i O A

HAIR DON'T USE SOAP

Most soaps and prepared shampoos
contain too wnuch alkali, which is
very injurious, as it dries the scalp

The best thing to use is just plain
mulsified cocoanut oil, for this is pure
and entirely greaseless. = It's very
cheap, and beats soaps or anything
else all to pieces. You can get this at

gﬁwiu

The mpiiners will go out te §
Qyturday and take lunch Wik
They will f.x up the cabim

Atwood Crochet Club.

1238 North Union street. sumnier, making ‘new  greea
curtalrs for the windows, clea
The women sewed etc. The place is 1o be rented
summer and already two clu
asked for two different week
cabin is furnished complete
the campers would have to
sheets, p'llow cases, towels

Every Lady Should
Read Our Special *
Announcement in
Sunday’s Papers.

-

Items of special interest are numerous in the

SEASONABLE GIFTS FOR BRIDES OR G5

o

We have arranged most attractive tables of
cluded in the lot are h:m«l-paintﬂd plates, sug
puff boxes, vases, etc,, at a most desirable range

" TRUNKS

This is the season of going away for
vacations, visits, outings, bridal trips, ¥/
etc., and about the first essential to
any of these expeditions is a good
trunk, such as we are showing in mest
attractive assortment,

\ -
A Well-made Steamer Trunk, 32
inches long, canvas covered and pro-

tected by heavy hard- Q.i 75
ware, for each........ DXe

Our Special Fiber-covered Steame
Trunk is extra well made, s S
inches long and, like the previos
item, is well protected with .hes
hardware. It sells ft9 -
ateach ........ . b .Z)O

Economic Hem
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THE D ECATL

bert Mueller
Dles in Florlda
On His Blrthday

Funeral to Be Monday
for Mueller Co. Vice
President

:‘-.“o’\;d'”“ in
the
18 ﬂm irth«
his brother. |
Bradenion,

Tday

SUCCUMBS AT %

had re-i

h death  follawed |

several years « iling health. He!
Bad been sp I winter ini
f-"‘ P="“‘ He-nx‘:
i Thursday. to

The t Florida
train 10
rive in Decatur F
eral a..:rgr-"' ent

ROBERT MUELLER

rate, it was anpoun ed today.

f‘fiCouncil Votes
To Ask Bids ()
Cantrell Wor

y the firm and h.a.
of directors

which he w3
organized i
cal’ chairman

-

LHearlng Finds -
. No 0pp0s1t|on

A 233-niile exlemﬁ'm of the Pan A pubhc hearing t(;day m‘h{
handle Eusstern pifieline to lead {no ppposition o a proposef feson-
northeast wut of Mrﬂur to De-ling of four lots on the southeast
troit has bwen pro?osed to- bEing 'corner. of Eldorade and Edward
the Mlchxgan city reduced igas streets and Mayor Charies E Lee
asserted that construc’ion of &
three-story apartment Luilding and

: Officials of the gas line eduld s A s
in6t be reached n Digcatur, bui @n- 2 new super Piggly Wiggly groeery
store on the site will be allowed

| nouncement was mgde in Detjoit =
ithat the ‘line wonldiibe built sz Only 11 persons . attended
{looping line from. 3 Boint near Po-jhearing in the ¢
{catur,  connecting - fhe Panhandle nearest thing 1o an
‘iine with Detroit. \% 1 mr ':“:H:AL-} hedm
The pmpowd exhuision “wolild ;“”"r‘hld_r
leave the main !mQ; of the Pen-. - ‘\P}e e
{handle Eastern line §t Decatut. fut! . :
iacross the northwest - corner tial area
{Indiana :and | com;m on 1o Kala-
mazoo. :
From Kalamazoo
through Marshsll Al
son, Mich.  and  on

s of

P}dns for tie erection

‘ : Detreit | 44o South Edu ard
Thiough ils conneglions it also ihe owned the four
would serve other chigan ¢ilzes: = &
In -order fo” build ;the gexlemhl‘- ¥ fetking 14 Bun N
lifie from-a point onfthe maip Hnei: Mavir Lee told Sproat that, simee
ear here, a cutoff add booster sy¢. N0 objections were forthcoming. Re
ijoh may. have to: He consfructec. | C090 give him permmSSion
t is believed thot the umit wall be 06X Week to begin democtition of
ione of several that W old buildings
isary along the propo
| City officials 2 .
’dav concluded an irior yal agrée-
{ment - with 'epresenimw of She' .
{ Missonri-Kansas Pi 'ue-,_.re Cou -
"r«c?ed b\ a m.b’(
reduction in
_-\ ill, join
been going
con

in gquestion

“ ages Report
(‘harﬂe Demed

o

Lot el

Wedn asday
ations. filed
Ivar. J. Hutcher
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e Robert Mueller. SRR e

Robert Muellér, born and reared in e?(}rt e e :
catur of 2 family that has been“ E - - e = R 3
Henied s

ra
’

[

Apartmenis

growin

~“founded

&g 1
N ext
. L

Seught Grade Elimbitation

ried| Sets Hearing Dates
- \On Zoning Ordinance

i
'L Mavor ( .

3
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Mercary Is Hete
On Long Test Trip
Ford Moter Co (('ar’v' Averages

21.9 Miles Per Gallon
0 v AL PR SR

X Me 8, whi

L

L

Ay

gt \ =
e & ',,»/’
: fir S T Plan Bjgdest
3 .T: “D. H.S. Class of '3 rived ih Dei
: - To Dine Friday Night _Equipped
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