
Re3lslel of 01:i Bulldings
Haco- }cun-u3r ils', cri eal Coord.inating. Cbr:ncil

A:iress: #1 l,lillikin Hlace
Legal deseri;:-uio.:

Milliki= Plaee Seccnd. ACdition.
All righ:s ir;:i;a'r,e drivelray s and- adj. and Lot 8.

la-"e of origlnal constructloa: i910 (assessor's offlce).

Saae of original owrleri ic:e-- Huelier.

.iistory;

a. Data from availa-bl= el:-r :l:ec-,ories!
1911-1940 Robert H:=.-e: ,;i:.ie E.), v. pres, Mueller Co.
l-941-1)59 Addie ;. Y:::lie: (-'.ril. Robert).
L959-19?0 Roy L. :.ci-ins (iaary R.), v. pres., A. E. Staley

t97t-
Mfg. Cc.

Barret+. f . 3:crega::, lres.-gen'1. mgr. WAND-TV.

b. Data from the office cf -.;:e leca-,r,ir Toimship assessor's offiee
follor.rsl

2 stories, 10 roo-s, Easonry constr., concr. found.ation
Brick exterior xai1s, tiie roof

Front po=ch 5zi: !C sr. ft.
Sirie porch oxt +2 sw. fi.
Rear porch (5x?i (i,:x[) 1J2 sw. ft.
4 'or-tns ,xith t,:-i: floors
f soritfoor i11-.:r linoleum) - kitchen
p hardrooC fl-oc:s
Harixooi doors a::: trin
Steaa heat
4 baths anC 1 ldf bath
2 na+"u:al fireplaees/^(Garage living :-uarters - L5x22 350 sq. ft.
(tife rooi, bar,:: in living qu-artersr.steam heat)

(See sketch on opposite side)

Joan K. Geoir*gan.

?5% basenenL

F:esent

aL/
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Sketcht

c. See attachments as.foll-ows:

(f) Sllfr. De.ca4r Herald ,anc Revier, Feb. p,
uecGT@ -ffifuEdi-ffice). Is it,s Gim

]gca-"ur(Z) From the Decatur Public Library file, Geaea:e:.y oi ::e
. Bra4e,h of the l,tueller Famiiy.

(l) Arehltectural Record, Oct., 1916, p, 306, T1:r a=: j:-=='u iloor
' plan - i{ouse of Robert Mueller, Esq., Dea":'::r Ii-i-ncis, i{.

Y. Yon Holst.

(4) Report of l{argaret M. irieyer's visit lo #1 y-l--1iLEE ilaee Jan-
' uary "3l-, !975,

(S) And,rews, i{a;me, Arehi-tectr:rq 1n Chicago an: ':r Hir-ig=iea,
Atheneura,f gAg;ilE,-TGidenceolnob.-atTreil--il-e=-;Atu,
Illinois, 1910 (Marion Mahony an4 Herna.un ircn Eolst).

0b1t., [irs. Robert ]'1ue11er, March 4, 1959 ..:::rar-v file).

The Decatur Herald, Harch 28, 7940, Obit. Rocert Hue1ler.

The Decatul Review, Harch ?8, 19+0, edltorial, lnge 4, Robert
I'luel1er.

(5)
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Early photograpir of the Roberi Hueller house, showing

final st6ge of cunpletion, with ssne landscaping done.

lrouEe is just vi:ible in ttre dlsr:ant ieft. iPfroto by

t;re iifflse in the

ihr: i.. P. Irving

jeorg.: lialler, i9l2)
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'JOAN GEOGHEGAN, far
right, and her family have liv-
ed ir the Wr.ight house at I
Millikin Place. middle, Jur
almost four and a half
) eafs.

THE FA)vllLY R00M, top, a
much used part of the house, is
believed to be an enclosed
porch. Warm and comfortable
it sports a little used fountain
and gold fish pond at the far
crd.

C,OLDLEAF colope{ u'alf s
add a toueh of distinction to the
family dining room, right. Wall
borders have an old-time sten-
eil effect.

_ JOAI{ SAYS she stayed away
from a formal approgch to the

-Iiving room. bottom, to keep it
livable.

%UP'r:-l :' i
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Vls1t r.o #l Xt-lir:: !1qee Januarv 31, ]t9?6

To the left of ,t" =r_:-.-3=crlqinp-.]1y this ?i?s a :.lrca.ilrs. BolLtns anelcs=: :c .;s"
na--r1 js e recreatlon room;whloh former owners, Mr. and-

e_ s a. fam11y ::oo:n .

The ea'st-west ha1' :':ac lcrth of the r.ivine room betr,qeenthe enlra-nce h"11 ,-:. =:- lir roon. Dlnlnq anrt klte henareas are two steps L_::=t f,hen llrriqg 
"oo*, den a_nri presentrecreat i on rooz . T: = :: ?ti _ lr f 16s th; l lrrinE room to theha-]1 on the ea.st r-f-=i:i tni_s. wlth tl^ro steos also attt,1s noint

Doors a.re of gless, :: :a:-retelv absent, except for thegx wrorqht lron o.e--o l:::: ih: dinins oorirr-'a;;;"ru*rrv room)vrhlch preseve' the .::.-,=?ss =,o"r, ;h;"*Jios"O .

The l iirl ns rogn i s s,-::.? , .,:i th .,.^ri nd or^rs on thre e s ld es ;aborre the b.:1lt 1:: '*tc< ?'aaq .n the east wal.1 near thesteos ls Alas-s (h^1'.-.o11 lhc l lvirs -oom anrl clinine room).fr,::r:ther contrlbuti:^-q ir -h- r lqht. Th; ;i;-;i;.;""oi"rn*north wal"r forqs :'= n,-r:ti^n lii","=" rlvins room a.nc1hal 1; lts ha'l-l-sid - is -.? s?:r? Rona n br.lck. There arett*O flat reetans,.i,'r..?:':?ls cf si=lned qlass 1n ifr*-C"11inq;r,rrlndows are e2sere--i -,:ir-i-: xtairr=*r"""a#*r" eolored qJ-asslnsets, manJf of lhe= a---:. o. :-ol.eetir:g the 1a_vend6rqrotr.tlng of lhe f 1-e:le:= -*a- 1 . -q no*n'n arch def ines theflrenlace opening. St:lis of i:.od_ 
"i"Oi* the room at thxwl ndow-top 1evel.',{}-':- : -:ro rt 

---,,j:.i" 
=p"*", xmat&xg*terxnoldlng deco:ates the :ios:el i1 rectanar;lpy shapes.

i -:i- -,-':or"e z ?.,tte7nqd
__,: .

a WfrJt'tft lfOn gate c-8.^=? --: a,r,*e rn6 -
F,r oq--ed d 1n1""*;:;";,- --;t"n i"':;;';-;=;;;; ;::;:t ;;i;J"t11e covefs the f -r COr t D!:; Tr; l.tors 2n? e.rr-67.ed rl,i t.h',"rotrght lron and i:il e . ,a s,:nker f ^,rrta: n:Bgolruu, lil.On the east Slde iS tor,',rs?.i fof -o-to6 11tantS

The blrtll err S Da.ntr-r' ho
nod ern lz=d klieh+r:. q
rrresit of the kitch^n,

G1a"ss Coors lea.d -_.n

Da'Der eovers.fheeei

Throa nf +Ia aI tt

:ach h=s a dl
l1l-s as trlm

s now been lnrorcorated 1n the
bedr.oort i-s behind the ba.ek stalr.wa.y,

?he back stalrr.rp,y h=s ? singl e oaner , and the front stalrwaythree oa-nels, of t!"r=e dlfferent r-"itr,", of rectangularr'^I1'rd or'nr, d eeora ted =.1th the colored 
"r-""" lnsets .

The master tredroon has a, fireplace wlth th. same brlck a.ndlavend6r groutlnr, burr t in ctrests whlch el1nalna-te therr.eed f or. f''er- dressers: Mrs. Geohaga.n has decora.tecl it 1n1r-:1.p1- e and r^,hi te .

bathrooms mFy ha.ve treenstinetlve eolor t11e wai. She also lnstal 1ed a,

redone by Mrs. Mue11e:r:nsoot, urlth decorated
sma.11 eleva.tor.

cl os et has pr:l I out shelves .

I

D
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r B], Karen T, Lobeck

i Wornen's Editor

$ Wherr the realtor told Joan
['Geoghegan the Decstur house
I she was about to see was a
f ltright house she wasn,t that
i rmpressed.t-;- 
. She _Eas 

just after the right
I h"use for her family no mat'ier

In e Wrighf House

E-. off she went. iato the

like a home, nol a
menrorial.

The effect is one of conrfor-
table space. The house is too
chic for pretty. Too livable for
sturrring. It has a .iu:t right
fceling irr betucen the lrro.

You could easilr trnagine r
dug loping ir:ro the family
room. . but it would have a
pedigree. That sort of leel-
1ng.

"The house rtself is
decorative uithout doing
anfihing," Joan sa;.s. And shi
has learned to go n,ith, not fight
against that fact.

\finduus are curtainless in
man)' parts of the home,
emphasizing the t,ich rvood
windorv casings and the leaded
- glass rvindorvs

themselves.
Small panes of stained glass

- mostl_l purple - are scat-
tered in the windows.

Joan moves up
nticroscopically close to the
living room's fan - shaped
fireplace and traces grouiing
ri'ith her Iinger'. lt has a slight
lavender tinge to match ihe
purple in the windows. "Do you
beli,eve that?" she asks, shak-
ing her head.

Although the windows are
one of her favorite things, Joan
sighs at the sheer number of
ihem. "I have over a hundred
winrlows to rvash. Thele has got
to be 120 in the house.',

Joan ticks off some other
Wright rvrongs:

- Bet\leen rvindorvs and
wood ntolding on the walls -adnrittedly beautiful - wall
space is a Iuxury'. \\'all ntolding
has elimrnated some of the
[ieoghegans' Iarger pictures.
No place to hang them.

- Altificial slc'lights in the
living roont and indirect
lighting in the dining room take
light bulbs, light bulbs, light
bulbs.

"There are 96 lights iu the
dirung room. Some rvent out
when we u'ere first here and I
went up ri ith a ladder to
replace rhem. I absolutely died
when I lound out horv many
there were and that 42 r,rere
out." The skylights take a more
consen,ative numbcr - 36.

Sheer space can have its dif-
ficulties, too - contrasthg with
her husband tsariett's cozy
den downstairs is the master
bedro,orn cornplex upstairs.

Redecorating the room, she
says, meant 70 yards of
carpet.

Bur it also meant a roont nut
quite airy, not quite majestic,
but somewhere in between.

The complex includes the
bedroom, two dressing rooms.
bathroom and a serrir:g room
whir'h ri as once a sleeping
porch.

All the room er crvrr hcrc is
one of the house's great pluses.
says Joan, looking at ii.

The house itself, says Joan,
has changed little since 1910
ivhen it was bullt for the Robert
Muellers. Joan has complereiy
redone the kitchen, and the
family room, * complete with
fountain '- was probably
closed in after the house tvas
built, she thinks.

"It's fantastic," Joan. says.
"It 'was built in 19i0 and is
completely modern and func-
tional by today's standards ex-
cept the kitchen."

Controversy in some books
about whether Wright really
designed the house doesn't
bother her. After ali, she didn't
buy it for the Wright name.

"I think there are some
beautiful old homes in Decatur.
There are 10 I could lire in
tomorrow.

"The fun of living in a \Yright
house is lhose peuplc rrho :r::g
your doorbell."

Joan adds she rlas c:rgir:ai.'.
told throngs oi pecpi- ,';u1,1

want to see it. bu: s:; i,i;t :
believe it.

She soon iici Pei::: !: -: E :
to take pictures. .\r'::.::::-::
students l',;steC i: s- ::: .:..
side,

''.[f I'nr i::; .1._'..-l :.'l
r'tOa laIe :cl sc:::::..:; I :,:'.'
ask li:e1--r u..

''.{nc taet ;..ri;.5 -.": ',-t:. L

i:cpei 1.cu'd .,..:

Home Own Decsrationls lts

C*ffiiffi,ffi.a,,}!
? aerfieim Museum in Nerv yor[.

i-"1 sne didn't particularly like

l:
,--. jje home at _L Millikin
: . -'-.. and out shb came,

, :.:'. t.-.{ it af t.er seeing it just
l ..ri once.

r.: srort. she liked it.
: -: and a half years Iaieli-- ::. ..:s in her favor.ite room

- ::.e iivirg room - and says
:..r :-'.','It's home."

:_'. s;ie remembers,
.. -::.-:.:lr', the second look she
.-:-.:::'.: house. "The second
:.:;-'. i reaiized rvhat we had
:.;;::, i panicked. I didn,t
:.- :.:: :t' l.:rniture rvould fit. it
:, i! ::-. -: l:;,CitiOnal,"

'.:..: ''r' ',.!c 80. she decided." .i : _t-1nr:.Dorar.v" furniture
: : ..-.: ,- antiques. But
,:_.-.-: _s as far as she got- l.l' : .. s oand said rv.e
: : .: i. .:r- \fg had and

,"': _-:. . ..-., 4l a blend
,-l-:: : -: :_:Se IOOking

especially, rvith the eyes of a
mother of four.
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