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TEE LEAGIIE OF WoMB{ VCtrEIIS Or DECATITR, ILLINOIS

BY . IAWS

ARTICIE I
Sec. I. The name of thls organlzatloa shall bo the League of Women Voters of

Decatur, Illtnots. Thte local Leagr.le ts an tntegral part of tho league of Women
Voters of the Unlted. States and of the League of Women Voters of ILlinots.

ARTICI, TI
P[rpose and. Pcillcy

Sec. 1. Purposo. The Purpose of tbe League of Woaen Voters of Decatr.r,
fllinote, shaLl be to promote polttlcal responslbtllty through tnformecl and. acttve
partlctpatton of clttzens ln governmeat.

Sec. 2. PoLtcy. The League of Uouea Voters of Decatm, flllnols, rnay take
actlon on local governmentaL measures and pollcles 1n the publlc lnterest in con-
formlty wlth the Prtnctples of the Loaguo of Women Voters of the Untted. States.
It shaLl- not support or oppose any po1ttlca1 party or candld.ates.

ARTICLE ITI
Membershlp

Sec. 1. Bcnr Composeg. The Mombershlp of tbe League of Wouon Voters of
Decatur shaLl bo conposerl of vottng nembers and. assoclate nsmbers. Any person who
subscrtbes to the purpoee ancl poLtcy of tbe League sheLl be eL1gib1e for uembership.

Sec. 2. Types of MeubershlB

a) Vottng membere shall be nouen ctttzens of vottng age.
b) Assoclato members sbaIl be all other members.

ABTTCI,E T\T

Board. of Dlrectors

Sec. 1. Number, l*lanner of Selectlon and Term of 0fftcs. Tho Board of
Dtrectors shall conslst of the offtcers of ttre Lea6uerstx elocted. Dtrectors and. not
more than slx appolnted. Dlrectors. $rreB of the elected Dlrectors shall be elected
by the generat memberehtp at oach nnilGt-tteettng and shall servo for a tera of two
years, or untlL thetr successors have been eLected and. eua11fled.. The elected.
members shall appoint such artdttlonal Dtrectors, not excoed.lng 91xr as they d.eem
necessary to cary on the work of the League. The terms of offlce of the appotnted.
Dtrectors shaLl be one year and. shall explre at tho concluslon of tho next Annual
Meettng.

Sec. 2. QErltftcatlons. No person shall be elected or appolnted. or shall
conttnue to serve as an offtcer or dlrector of thls organtzatlon unloss she ts a
vottng member of the League of Wonen Voters of Decatur.

$ec. 3. Va-cancies. Any vacancy occr.rrtng tn the Board. of Dtrectors by
of the restgnatton, d.eath or illsqual-lflcatton of an officer or ,

be fll-lod., untlL the next Annual Meetlng, by a m.Jortty vote of
elected. uember

reasorr
'ulay

the renaiaing
members of the 3oard. of Dlroctors. Three consecuttve absences from a Board. moeting
of any member wlthout a vaLtd. reason shalr be d.eemed. a restgnatton.
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Sec. 4. Porrers and Duties. The Board. of Dtrectors shall he.ve full chargo of
the property and business of the organtzatlon, with fuIl power and authorlty to
manage and- cond.uct saue, subJect to the lnstructlons of the general membershtp.
It shall plan and. rltroct the vork necessary to carry out the Prograa as adopted. by
the nattonal Conventioa, the state Conventton and. the Annual }daettng. The Board.
shall create and. d.esignate sucb speclal conmlttees as 1t may tleem necossary.

Sec. 1. Meetings. There shalL be at least nlne regular ueettngs of tbe 3oard.
of Dlrectors annuaIIy. The prestd.ent uay call spectal ueetlngs of the Board of
Dtrectors and shall call a specia,I ueetlng upon the wrttten reguest of flve rrcmbors
of the Board".

Sec. 5. Quorum. A uaJorlty of the rnembers of the 3oard. of Dlrectors shalL
constttute a quorum.

ARTICI,E V
Offlcars

Sec. 1. .Entrneratlon aad Electlon of Offlcerg. The Offlcers of the League
of Women Voters of Decatur, Illlnols, shall be a Presld.ent, a ftrst Vtce Prestdent,
a second. Ylce Prestd.ent, a Secretary, and. a Treasurer who shal1 be electetl for terms
of two yeelrs by the genoral membersbtp at an AnnuaL Meetlng ancl ta,ke office 1anedl-
ately. The Presld.ent, the Flrst Ytce Preeldent and. tbe Secretary shail be elected.
tn od.cl-numbered. years. The socond. Vlce Preslrlent and the Trea^surer shall be electod
in even-numbered. years

See. 2. The Presld.eat. The PrestAent shall preslde at all Meetlngs of tho
organtzatlon and. of the 3oard of Dlrectors. She nay, ln the abseace or d.lsabtltty
of the Treas&rer, stga or end-orse checks, d,rafts and notos. She shall be, ex
offtcto, a membor of a)-l conmlttees ercept the Nomlnatlng Comlttoe. She shall
have such usual- porrers'of supervlslon ancl oanagemeat as ualr pertaiu to the offlco
of the Presld.ent and. perforu such other d.utles as &ay be d.osignaterl by tbe Board.

Sec. 3. Tho Vlce Prestd.ent. The tro Vlce Presldents, ln the order of thelr
rank, shall, ln the event of dbsence, d,1sab1Ilty or death of the Presldent, possess
aII the poaters and. porform aII the tlutles of tbat offlce, untll such t1tro as tbe
Board of Dlrectors shall alect ono of lts rembers to fllL the vacaacy. The Vlce
Presidents shall porform such other d.uttes as tho Presld.ent and Board aay doslgnate.

Sec. 4. Tho Secretary. Bhe Secretary shall koep mtnutes of aII ueetlags of
the Board. of Dtrectors. Appointed. substttutes shall keep mlnutes of other neettngs
of tbe League. Tbe Secretary sha3-l notlfy aII Offlcers and. Dlroctors of thelr
electton. She shal1 sign, vtth the Prosld.ent, aII contraets and other lnstrunents
when so authorlzed by tho Board. and. sha1l porform such otber functlons as oay be
tncident to her offtce

Sec. ). The TreasuTer. tho Treasurer shall eollect and. rocetve all Boneys
duo. She shs,Il bo the custotl,ian of thoso rooneys, shall deposlt them ln a bank cle-
stgnatod. by the 3oard. of Dtrectors, and. shall d.tsburse the same only upon ord.er of
the Board.. She shall present statements to the Board at thetr regular ueettngs
and an annual report to the Annua.I ltdaetlng. The books shalL be audttod annually
by an audttor approved by the 3oard..

ABTTCI.E VI
FtnanctaL Ad.mlntstratlon

Sec. L. Flscal Yoar. The flscal year of
Deeatur, fIllnols, shalJ. couraonce on the ftrst

League of Woueu Voters of
of Aprll each year.

the
day



Sec. 2. Duqq. Aruxual d.ues of Five DoIIars (:.OO) shall bo payable Aprll
flrst. Any ueil56i who falls to pay her d.ues wtthln stx months aftei tbey become
payable she,Il be tlropped. from the nembership roL1s.

Sec. 3. Budget. a burlget for tbe ensuing year shall be submlttetl by the
Board. of Dlrectors to the ennual Meetlng for acloptlon. The bud.get shall inclucle
support for the work of the League as a whole.'

Sec. l+. Buclget Counlttee. A Sudget Cornmlttee shaIl be appolnted by the Board.
ofDtrectorsampr1ortotheAnnua1.Meettngtoprepareabrrd.get
for the ensutng year. The proposetl buclget shall be sent to ell rnembers one month
before the Annual Meetlng. The Treasurer shaLl not be e1-1g1b3-e to serve ae chalr-
man of the ButLget Comtttee.

ARTICI.E VII
Meetlngs

Sec. 1. Membgrsblp Meettnes. There shall be at least three reetlngs of the
uembershlp each yoar. Tlme and place shall be cletermlaed by the Boartl of
Dlrectors.

See. 2. ary]_]{getlgg. A:r Annua1 Meetlng shalt be ha}cL ln March, the exact
d.ate to ue aetEiffiffiE? Boartl of Dlrectors. The Annual Meetlng sba1l

ad.opt a 1ocaI Program for the ensulng year
elect offlcers and. tltrectors, membors of the Nonlnatlng Cormltteo
ad.opt an ad.equate budget, anil
transact such other bustness as nay proporly come before lt.

Sec. 3. Quortm, fwenty-two members shalL constltute a quorum at all neettngs
of the teague of Women Voters of Decatur, fll1aols.

AATTCI,E VIII
IVomlnattons and Eloctions

Sec. 1. Nsu.tnatlne Cowdtt6g,. The Nomina,ttng Com.lttee shall consist of
f1veueu.bers,ffibemembersoftheBoardofDtrectors.TheChatruaa
and. two uembers, who shall not be members of the Board, shall be electetl at tbe
Annual Moetlng. Nonlnatlons for these offlcos shaLl be nad.e by the eurrent Norot-
nating Comlttoe. The other fiembors shalL be appolntecL by the Boar<L of Dlrectors
tmodiately followtng the Annual Meotlng. Any vacancy on the Nomlnatlag Comtttee
shall be ftlled by the Board. of Dlrectors. Suggostlons for nomlnations for
Officers and. Dlrectors uay be sent to thls Counlttee by any votlng menber.

Sec. 2. RoPort of l{gullgttng Conmlttee and. Nomtnatlons frou tbo Floor.
The report of the Noulnatlng Comltteo of tts nomtrrattons for Offtcers, Dliectors,
and- tho nembors of the succood.lng Nomtnattng Coumtttee shall be sent to aII nembers
one month before the d.ato of the AnnuaL Meetlng. Tho report of ttre Noutnatlag
Counlttoo shall bo presentetl to the Annual l,leettng. fmedlately follorrlng the pre-
sentatton of thle report, nomlnattons uay be nad.e from the floor by any vottng
membor provttlecl the consent of the nomlnee sha,Il have been secu"red..

Sec. 3. Eleetlons. Theelactton shal} be by ballot, provtd.ed. that when there
ts but one no&l.nee for eaeh offlce, the secretary uay be tnstructedto cast the
ballot for every nomtnee. A- uaJortty of those quallfled to vote and vottng shaLl
consti,tute an eloctlon. Absentee or proxy votlng shall not be pernitted.

a)
b)
c)
d)
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ARTICI,E IT
Program

Sec. I. Authorization. Tbe goveflunontal prtnctples aclopted by the nattona]
Convention, a4d supported. by the League as a wholo, constitute tbe authorlzatlon
for the arLoptlon of Program.

See. 2. PrSggn. The Program of the League of Womea Voters of Decatur,
fllinols, sha.tfeonslst of Curent Agenda and Conttnulng Responetbtltttes as here-
tnafter d.eftned..

a) The Currant Agend.a shaLl constst of such current local govern-
uontal tssues as tho membershlB sha1l chooee for concerted actlon

b) The Contlnutng Responstblltttes shaLl, conslst of those poslttons
on local goverrunental tseuos to whtch the League of Wouoa Voters
of Decatur has gtven sustalned. attentlon and. on shlch tt uay
contlnue to act.

Sec. 3. The Annual Meetlng shall act upon the Progra,m uslng the fol1or1ng
proced"ures:

a) The Boarrl of Dlrectors shall conslder the recoameadatlons sent
1n by the votlng meu.bers tvo months prlor to the Annr:al lGetlng
and. shall foruulate a Proposed. Program.

b) The Proposed. Prograa shal} be sent to all merobers one moarth
before the Annual, Meetlng.

c) A &aJorlty vote of vottng members present aad. votlng at the
Annual Meettng sball be reqrrlred for adoptton of SubJects ta
the Proposed. Program as presented. to tbo Annua1 Meettng by
the Board. of Dtrectors.

d-) Recomend.attons for Program subaltted. by votlng meubers tno
nohths prtor to the Annual Meetlng but not recorrrnond.od. by
the Board. of Dlrectors rneX be consld.ered. by the Annual
Meetlng provid.ed. that : (f) the Annual Meetlag shall ordor
consld.oratlon oy a uaJorlty vote ana (a) the Annual lrbetlag
shalL adopt tlie ltem by a two-thlrds vote.

e) Changes ln the Program, tn the caso of aLtored. condltlons,
nay be rnad.o provtd.ed. that: (1) lnforuation concernlng the
proposed changes has been sent to all membors at least two
qeeks prlor to a genoral membership meetlng at which the
change ls to bo d.lscussed, and. (a) ffnaf actlon by the
ueubershlp 1s taken at a sueceedlng moettng.

Sec. l+. Meebe-f--4ct!gn. Members Eay act tn the name of the Leaguo of Wouen
voters onty wtr6ffiffi to do so by ihe proper Boar"d. of Dlrectors.

ARTICI,E X
Natlonal Convention, State Conventlon and. Council

Soc. l-. Natlonal Conventlon. the Board. of Dlrectors at a moetlng before the
date on whlch the names of d.elegates must be sent to the natlonal- offtce shall-
seLect d.e).ogates to that Conventlon ln the number allotted by League of Women Voters



of Decatr:r, I1llnois, under the provlslons of the By-lars of the League of Women
Yoters of ttte Unlted States.

Sec. 2. State Conveation. Tb6 Board. of Dlrectors at a meeting before tho
date on vhtch the naues of delegates mrst be sent to the state offlce shall select
d.elegates to that Conventton ta the numbor allotted. the League of Uouen Voters of
Decatur, Illlnols, under the provtstons of the By-Iaws of the League of Wornon

Yoters of I1llnote.

Sec. 3. State Cor.rnclL. fhe Prosident or her proxy shaLl be the dolegate to
the State Counctl.

AETTCIE XI
ParLta,nentary Authorlty

Sec. L. Par1lamentarT,AuthorltI. The rulos contatned ln Roberts Rules of
Ord.er Revtsed. shall govern tho organtzatlon ln all cases to vhtch they are appllc-
able and. 1n vhlch they are not tnconststent wlth these 3y-1aws.

ARTICLE XTT
Amendlmeats

Soc. 1. Angndnents. The By-larrs roay be auended by a two-thlrds vote of the
votlng nernbers preeent and. vottrg at the Annual ltdeetlng, provld.ed the amendments
wero submttted. to the membershtB 1n wrlttng at least one uonth in ad.vance of the
neettng.


