Called Meeting of the Library Board
May 13, 1938

Present: Messrs. Shilling, lueller, Knuth, ilrs. Evans,

Mrs. ililler and lirs. Garman.
The meeting was called to hear the reading of the

annaul report for the year ending April 30, 1938.

The reports of the president and librarian were read

and, on motion, asccepted and ordered placed on file. The

president's report was signed by all members present, and had

been read and signed earlier by Mrs. Buckner, who could not

attend. The reports were to be notarized the next day and

sent to Mayor Lee.
There being no regular meeting in May, the Finance

committee only will meet to approve the bills, and the pres-

jdent will sign the checks.

on motion, adjourned.

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board

June 24, 1938

Present: Messrs. Xnuth, Borchers and lMrs. fvans,

On motion, Mr. Knuth was made temporary chairman and signed

the checks. As there was not a quorvm, the consent of Mr.

Shilling, Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Buckner was obtained for regu-

lar routine business and the approval of the bills.

Minutes of the regular April meeting and of the annual

meeting iay 15, werv read and approved.
The Libreriant's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on fille.
The Lincoln letters which had been placed undsr glass
faken frowm the Lincoln cabin wn Macon Co.,\a30,
and framed in wood, were shown. On motion, Mr. Borchers was to
obtain a suiteble standard to hold these for display.

A letter from the American Library Assoclation, urging

the library to become a contributing member at {25.00 a year, was

The Board feels that our $5.00 in-

road. No action was taken,

atitutional membersnip 1s sufficient.

A letter wos read from Ysle University, announcing the

1cation "Queen Victoria's letters", and a

gift of thelr publ
y us from the Yale cataloge.

mise of more books as selected b

pro
tion was made of the meeting ©O

f the Macon County

Men
the evening of June 23.

in the children's room,
This

Historical scoiety,
will be in the same place.

Future meetings, held quarterly,

tion of the one which was in
aid an organization to help collect all

existence about 20 years

is a reorganiza
The 1ibrery should

ry that should be preseé
ment was made that Miss Carola

agOo
rved.

local histo
White, of the staff,

Annpunce
sity of Illinois Summer Librsry school.

was gttending the Univer
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The librarian exprossed appreciation of the
beauvtiful hydrswnga sent to her wher she was in the hospital

early in June.
B1lls to the amount of$2561.95 were approved by

the Finance committee and ordered paid. Fir. Borchers and Mhrs.

Tyvans acted on the committee for this meeting.

Oon motion, adjourned.

Secretary.



Regular deeting of the Library Board
July 29, 1938

Present: Messrs. Shilling and Nash, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Garman and Mrs. Buckner.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on fille.

on motion, the 1list of recommehded:new books was

ordered purchased.
The possibility of having an East End branch was

again discussed, but no definite action was taken.

311ls to the amount of $2527.17 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.

W20 T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
August 26, 1938

sent: Messrs. Knuth and Nash, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Miller

Pre

and krs. Garman. Mr. Borchers, who was unable to attend, gave his

consent to the passage of the regular bills should there not be a

quorum. On motion, Mr. Knuth was mede temporary chairman and

signed the checks.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on file.

Mention was agein made of & branch library for the east
side of the city, and Mr. Nash spoke of the increase of building:
at the time the Evans Branch was

costs as compared with the cost
hich might prevent

erected. He also referred to the zoning law w

the storeltype of building which we plan to erect when possible,

from belng placed in & residence district.

otion, 1t was decided to pay at once the remainder

On m
of the final instalment  as well as the interest and principal now

from Millikin National Bank.

ess incurred for the erection of the new

due, on the loan This will clear the

1ibrary of a1l indebtedn

gatack room in 1934.

Bills to t $5,051.73 were approved by the

he amount of

mmlttee and ordered paid.

Finance CO
ad journed.

Vodke A QV\DMKM——-

Acting secretary.

on motion,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board

Septemter 30, 1938

Present: iessrs. Shilling, Knuth, Mueller, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. M¥ller and iirs. Gearmane.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.
On motion, Mr. Shilling, president, and Miss Dill,

secretary, were reelected for the coming yearo.

On motion, new books recommended by the Book committee

were ordered purchased.
There was an informal discussion regarding the possibility

of again opening the East End branch 1library, which had a very
successful existence from January 1926 through karch 1932, when

it became necessary to close 1t because of lack of funds.

venticn was macde of the arnusl conference of the Illiriois

Library Assoclation to be Leld in Springfield, October 26-28,
Friday noon, in the Abraham Lincoln

wednesday, Thursday and until

Hotel. Members werc urged to attend, especially the Trustees
d luncheon on Thursday; also to join the Association.

section an

An invitation was presented to ettend the meeting of the

wacon County Iistoricel Soclety, to be held in the children's
g of October 6, at 7:30. MNr. Paul M. Angle,

on the evenin
storical library will speak.

f the Il1linois State Hi
#2,185.90 were approved by the

room,

1ibrarian O
Bi1lls to t
mmittee and ordered

he amount of
pald.

Finance CO
adjOUI’l’led °

W P

Secretarye.

on motion,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
october 31, 1938

(Postponed from Friday, Oct.28, because the I.L.A. Con-
ference was being held at that time in Springfield)

Present: Messrs. shilling, Knuth, Mrs. Evans and

Mrs. Garman. consent to pass the regular bills was given by

Mrs. Buckner and Mr. Mueller.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motlon approved

and ordered placecd on file.

on motion, the subseription for furnishing periodicals

for 1939 wes let to the Hanson-Bennett Magazine Agency, Chicego,

for $553.90, and the bi1l was ordered paid. sixteen new magazines

y two dropped.

were added this year and onl
E. Mueller of this Board,

A letter was read from Mr. W.

regarding the opening of a branch library in the east section of
The letter was discussed and an outline for

the city, again.
an answer was made, and the secretary instructed to send a reply,
g regarding the previous branch which was

together with statistic
closed in 1932; also the approximate cost of a new building, and
an estimate of the yearly cost of operating such a branch.

add Armistice D&y, now a national holiday,

ye on which the 1ibrary wil
nnual meeting of the Illinois

It was voted to
r scheduled holida

as made of the recent &

to the regulad 1 be closed.

Mention W
rustees luncheon

ssoclation 1n Springfield, and of the T

Library A
3hilling.

s attended by Mr.

meeting which we
7 were approved by the

e amount Of $3’88800
Mr. Knuth ected on the com=

and gsectional
Bi1ls to th

ittee and ordered paid.

Finance comn
meeting-

ad journed.

3§};$guﬂt,ﬁfi'K§jSZEQ\_,“ secretarye

mittee for this



Regular Meeting of the Library Board

November 25, 1938

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Borchers, Knuth, Mrs. Egvans,

Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Buckner.

Minutes of the last meetling were reed anc epproved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

end orderéﬁlacad on file.
Mr. Borchers reported that coples of Macon County his-

torical records would be nrade by a department of the v.P.A. In

Springfield, at cost, except the peper for typing. Fe suggested

that the Library Board furnish this, with the understanding that
one copy of any such record made was to be deposited in the 1i-
On motion, the Board will pay for the paper up to five

brary.

dollars.
Oon motion, the 1list of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.
on motion, the staff salaries, for December only, were

to be paid in two instalments,~ the first one the middle of the month.

Mr, Shilling appointed Mrs. Evans to slgn these checks.

Bills to the amount of $2840.24 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered psld.

adjourned.

Do Tl

Secretary.

on motion,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board

December 30, 1938

Present: Mrs Knuth, Mrs. Evans, Nrs. Buckner and

Mrs. Garmane. Mr. .¥nuth was made temporary cheirman and

signed the checks. Mr. Shilling had given his consent to

the passage of the regular bills.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

end ordered placed on fille.
A pleasant surprise was given the Board when Mr.W-E.

Mueller's letter of December 24, was read. In this his

check for $150.0C was enclosed saying it could be used for

the Decatur Public Library for any purpose desired,- but sug-
gested 1t might be used for the children's depsrtment, or put

in & fund for some definite purpose. This generous Christmas

he library was nuch apprecieted, and various sug-

present to t
Tt was lef't in the hands

gestions were made as to 1ts use.

rian and her staff for corsideration with the

of the 1libra
thing of permanent value, and preferably

thought of getting some
for the children's roome.

pi1ls~ to the amount of $3238.
Mrs. Buckner acted on the

o8 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

committee for thils meeting.

ad journed.

i o Tl

Secretary.

Oon motion,



Regular Meeting cf the Library Board
January 27, 1939

Present: Messrs. 3hilling, Knuth, Borchers, Mueller,

Nash, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Mmiller and Mrs. Garman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report wes read, on motion approvec

and ordered placed on file.

Mr. shilling presented the public Library Tax Col-

lection Report for the calendar year, showing the totel emount

due library fund to be $12,718. 95.

Mr. Mueller was thanked personally for his gift of

£150 at Christmes. The choice of something for the children's

room has not yet been decided, but caveral suggestions have

been made by the staff.

Oon motion, the 1ist of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.

on motlon, #ir. Borcher's invitetion to have the

eeting held in his home, was accepted.

February 24th m
gmount of $2,430.58 were approved by the

BRills to the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

ad journed.
= . Q//K/? \

Secretary.

on motion,



Regular meeting of the Library Board
February 24, 1939

Present: Mrs. Evans and Mrs. GCarman. Consent

to pass the regular bills had been given by Mr. Knuth,

Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Buckner, who were ill. Mrs. Evans

acted as chalrman and signed the checks.
The minutes and librarian's report were omitted.
Bills to the amount of $2,472.87 were approved.

Mrs. Evans acted as a member of the Finance commlittee

for this meeting.

on motion, adjourned.

i~ T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting, of The Library Board
March 31, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth and Mrs. Garman.

Consent to pass the regular bllls was given by Mrs. Evans

and Mrs. Fuckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file. On motion, the 1list of books

recommended by the Becok committee was ordered purchesed.

A cormrunication was read from a Committee for the

study cf Cost accounting In public libraries. The letter

explaining the plan was from william E. Marcus, directing

chairman and president of the Board of trustees, Montcleair,

N.J. public library, which is headquarters. This library has

recelved $3,500 as a grant-in-aild from the Carnegie Corp. te

further the study begun in 1938. 1In plaece of using this grant

for a detsalled study of that library alone, the Committee asked

about fifty 1ibraries of comparable size to participate 1n the

study which would cover four months, anéd require a detalled

time record of work b
as the grant covered only a partial cost of

y the library staff, and a pro rata share

of the expenseé,

the study for oné library.

Mr. Shilling received a s
he 1librarlan communiceted with him and,
many were out of the city and others

imilar letter addressed to
the Boerd. T as far as

possible with other

he general expression wa
time and 1abor expended, the library did not feel

members-
s that beceuse of the cost,

111- and t

as well as the

d in participating in
o the amount of $2766.75 were approved by the

the study at this time.
justifie v

Bills t
Finance committee and ordered paid. Mr. Knuth acted on the
n
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\
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Gommittee for this meeting.

on motion, adjourned,

|

Secretary.



RESOLUTIONS

Mrs., John T. Miller died in her home, Sunday, May 7, 1939.

Mrs. Miller was serving her secon

of Trustees

in 1933, During these six years she was a f

regular meeting

last meeting she attended was in January

d term as a member of the Board

of the Decatur Public Library, having been appointed
aithful attendant at the

s until her illness in the past few months, The

and even a month or more

later she was consulted on 1ibrary affairs.

Mrs, Miller brought fine intelligence

her litrary tasks, glving

and keen interest to

special attention to finance and buildings-

the committees on which she served.

The Librar

Miller's services to the Library,

Mrs. i1

to express their plea

and the

Phey further d

the minutes

ir sincere regret at her untimel

y Board wishes to record its appreciation of
and the members individually

sure in their association with Mrs. Miller,

y death,
esire that these resolutions be spread upon

and that a copy be sent to her husband and son.

Adopted by the Board of Trustees,

Decatur Public Library,

Friday, April 28, 1939,

- prosident , \V
e

Secretary




Regular Meeting of the Library Board
April 28, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Mueller, Knuth, Mrs. Evans,
Mrs., Buckner and Mrs. Garmane.
Minutes of the last meetlng were read and approved.

The librariants report was read, on motlon approved

and ordered placed on flle.
9-40 was presented and discussed.

jt was adopted by roll

The budget for 193

A few changes were made and, on motion,
call, all members voting yes. The City Council was to be re-

quested to allow the maximum levy of $39,500.00.

It was reported that two magazine racks had been pur-

chased for the children's room, from part of the W.E. Mueller

fund, and members were asked to look 1n and see theme

on motion, Miss Dill was %o be allowed $200,00 for

expenses to San Francisco, June 18-24, to attend the A. L. Ao

Conference.

Mrs. Miller's i11lness was reported and that flowers

had been gsento.
30 were approved by the

Bills to the amount of $2,726,
mittecand and ordered palde Mrs. Buckner acted on

Finance com
the commlttee for this meeting.

On motlon, adjourned.

Secretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
May 12, 1939

Present: Mr. Shilling, Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans and

Mrs., Buckner. Mrs. German read and signed the Report the

next 4ay.

There were no minutes read, nor the April report,

as it ie included in the Annual report, which was read and, on

motion, accepted and to be notarized and gent to the Mayor the

next day.
The death of Mrs. Miller on May 7 was reported.

The secretary was instructed to prepare resolutions from the

Board to be sent to her husband and son, and a copy spread

upon the minutes.
House Bill 951, known as Public Library
priation from the Illinois General Assembl

The Board instructed the secretary to

Service Fund,

asking an appro y of

$415,000,00 was read.

write our senator and representatives asking their support of

this measure.
The

Finance committee to

re will be no regular Mey meeting, except for the

pass the bills and the president to sign

the checksge

on motion, adjourned.

gecretarye.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
June 16, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Mrs. Evans and

Mrs., Garman.
called to consider blds on linoleum
- vestibule, lobby, reeding

back of loan desk, coat room,

The meeting was
for the main floor of the library,
and reference rooms,2study rooms,

2two offices and small hall.

The following firms submitted estimates on the best

grade Armstrong linoleum, of which various samples were loaned

for examination and selectlion of deslgn:
ds.+ coverage of vestibule-

Armstrong 178" inlaid linoleum, seménted’ oh. .

felt,~ including sales tax -——-—-----"2% $1,111,50
Linn & Scruggse Co.- 461 sq.yds. + coverage of vestibule-

Armstrong 1/8" embossed linoleum, laid on

1 1b. felt, both linoleum and felt to be

pasted down,- i1ncluding sales taxX ——=—- $1,075.27

Bachman Company- Approximately 500 Bds.yds. Armstrong
1/8% embossed 1inoleum, double pasted over

felt, using remnants,-- exclusive of
gales tax =——-—=--—-----TSSooTTTTTTTTTTT $ 975,00

ferred to in the estimate

The use to be made of remnants re
not belng clear, Mre Kekeisen of thelr carpet
was requested to appear before the Board to explain. He
said that remnants were short lengthe of linoleum, usually about
cgused by imperfections which had to be cut off

Gebhart-Gushard Co.- 420 8qQ.Y

roll
;gggetgg ?ull rall, 1eaving the remainder short but in perfect
His quotation was for the use of remnants to cover
method of laying linoleun

condition.
ace,~ #hats with the modern
the entire °7 ércely be detected.

the seams can 8c
cusslion, decided

rg of the Board, after some dis
Thge?:ggg to have at least enough full length rolls to
b prel bby, 80 Mro Kekelsen was asked to have the Bachman Co.
oboY2 n was to include three full length rolls
o the number estimated by him to meet
and seven rollB O .%o "Board. He was algo asked to include in this
cost of taking up the old linoleunm.

the requirementsegimate of the

gecond bld,
VYWole A Ov\*}o“@“——

Adjournede.
Aoting gsecretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
June 21, 1939

Present: Mr. Shilling and Mr. Knuthe.

The meeting was called for the further consideration

of bids for linoleum for Main floore.

Because of the lack of a quorum, no action was taken,

but after again examlning the bids, it was decided to ask for

new estimates. The measurements mentioned in each bid differed

greatly, so 1t was agreed to ask the various firms to state the

exact rooms to be covered, instead of the yardage.

Mr. Kekeisen had reported that the remnants upon which

he had figured were no longer avallable, 80 all firms were to

bid on full length rolls,= also to state price of taking up the

old linoleun, rolling it up and tying it so that it could be

stored.
Adjourned.

VWL odee A O\.\DMKM,

Acting secretary.-



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
June 30, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling and Borchers.
Because there was not a quorum no regular business was

transacted, but it was decided to take some action in regard to

avarding the contract for the linoleum; it seemed advisable to

have the work done before the next school term.
The bids, with estimates according to specifications,

were opened and read, from the following flrms:

Gebhart~Gushard Co. $1239.20
Linn & Bcruggse Co. 1118.58
1090.00

Bachman Company
It was decided to award the contract to Bachman Company

proved and signed by a quorum of the Board.

after the bid had been ap
gs Wayne be given authority to close

Mr., Borchers suggested that Mi

the library for a few days, 1f necessary, when the linoleum was

Mr. Shilling approved.
he amount of $2817.21 were approved by those

er the vouchers had been signed by

being installed.
Bills to ¢

present and ordered paid aft

the required numbere.

Adjournedo

\fV\/0~l<J( Q. \A)cznwgmz_.

Acting secretary.



LET US FURNISH YOUR HOME

= Bachman  Company =g

‘_‘Be_c_:r_;_t;;;sm--&&eéfﬂiﬁfnitﬁre éiore”
& Fine Furniture

Phones { 5212 Decatur, Illinois

June 26, 1939

O

234238 North Main Street

The Decatur Public Library
Decatur, Illinois

We herewith propose to install Armgtrongs #6310 Embossed

Tnlaid Linoleum 1/8" Gauge, as specified in regular full length
U rolls, same to be installed in the Armstrong Method of double pasteing
over felt on the fleoors of the following roomns: Vestibule, Lobby
front and back of loan desk, Two Reference Rooms, Reading Room, Twe

Study Rooms, Coat Room, Small Hall, and two Offices. Our complete
price for the above specification is $1075,00 including the State
Sales Taxe.

We propose 1o take up the old linoleum, roll the same and

E;i tie for moving for total of $15.00. We propose to relay any part
of the old linoleum where specified in the same Armstrong Manner

of double pasteing over felt for 35¢ per square yarde

o have the pleasure of serving you in this instance,

Hoping t
we remain
Yours very truly,
BACHMAN COMPANY Ince
Per %(I@L&Uﬂf/@
R i i i 1 bﬁ mplete
We have figurad on laying the linoleum in the lobby co P
oo Zd 4the loan desks. In case this ig not desired we will
g o his linoleum which would be used under

o the Library %
n deskse

furnish 4
+he lo@a




GEBHART - GUSHARD CoO. Ne 207

301 NORTH WATER STREET

D
ecatur Public Library DECATUR, ILL.___June 27 39
19

WE QUOTE YO
U AS FOL
LOWS. IF SATISFACTORY PLEASE SIGN AND RETUR
N DUPLICATE

QUANTITY T

ITY, MATERIAL AND LABOR TOTA
PRICE
TAL

) Proposal for
Linoleum for the Decatur Public Library

SPAC
E TO BE COVERED Main flooT (except stack room &
rest room

vestibule

Lobby

Reading room

Reference rooms

gwo study rooms

ack of 1

e gooéoan desk to where gstacks begin
i Small hall

Two offices

ATERIAL To BE USED
No.6310 Embossed inlaid ~ heavy 1/8" gauge
=]

Armstrong's
full length rollse

linoleun

TNSTALLED
In the regular ArmstTOng netnod of double pasting

oveT felt.

GUARANTEE

led in @ first class workmanship manneTe.

0 jnclude sales tax
ring up old linoleum

L=

it so that it can be stored 13.50
$1239.20

GEBHART - GUSHARD Co.

To be instal

1225 70

atisfactory ar-
bject to

Section

i, This estimate is submitted suPicct i 2
rangements for payment, and, if uccepted, 1s mot 89

cunce]lnﬂon.
today

'8 market quotntions and
By

or elevator gervice
ACCEPTED

3. Eleetric cu
nished without charge.
y this pruposa] shall be smooth and 1evel
wet concrete shall be ywater-

t out-

lmisting

. 4 Floors covered b
and free from debris; damp OF

“ proofed.
5. Overtime charged for all work
side of regular working schedule.
6, Packing, erating and other delb
on of merclmudise her

‘t‘:ery and/or installati

5 be removed by the purchaser.

giﬂgo linbility shall acerue agninst Us py reason of any
e, lockout, accident, OT other dela¥ peyond our control.

cxecutecl by reques

o the de-

ris incldelltnl t
ferred 10

ein re




LINN & SCRUGGS DRY GOODS & CARPET Co.

RELIABLE MERCHANDISE
SINCE 1869

DECATUR.ILLINOIS
June 26, 1932

Decatur Public Library Board
Decatur, Illinois

Dear Madam: Attention:lMrs. Wayne

We are pleased to submit you herewith bid for
linoleéum and installation of same for the Decatur

Public Library.

We hereby agree to furnish and install embossed
inleid, heavy 1/8 inch gauge Armstrongs linoleum pattern
6310, same to be laid on 1 1b felt, both linoleum and felt
being pasted down, linoleum to cover the vestibule, lobby,

reading room, reference room, two study rooms, small hall,
coat room, two offices and back of the loan desk to where
the stacks begin, for the sum of $1075.24 plus tex of $31.34,

total $1106.58. This linoleum to also be rolled with 150 1b roller.

We will also remove the old linoleum, roll seme
end tie in the proper way so that it cen be stored for the sum
of $12,00. We also agree to remove all linoleum brads from

the floor for $5.C0.

We agree that all material used is to be first
and full rolls, no remnants, and we also agree the
be teken care of in a first eclass manner, and we

quality
to give gsatisfaction.

job will
guarantee

Yours truly,
LINN & SCRUGGS D. G. & C. CO.

{ OC.5%
| 2.6%
..‘ <
1 {7 .09 %‘%—-V.Pres.



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
DECATUR, ILLINOIS
MINNIE A. DiLL, LIBRARIAN

Specitications for
Linoleum for Decatur Public Library

SPACE TO BE COVERED: Main Floor (except stack & rest room )

Vestibule

Lobby

Reading room

Reference rooms

Study rooms (2)

Back of loan desk to where stacks begin

Coat room
Small hall
Two offices

MATERIAL TO BE USED:

Armstrong's No. 6310 Embossed Inlaid - Heavy (1/8") gauge
1inoleum, full length rollse

INSTALLED:

In the regular Armstrong Method of double pasting over felt.

GUARANTEE:

To be installed in a firstclass workmanshlp manner.

CosT:
Price quoted,

TAKE. UP OLD LINOLEUM:

Cost of taking up» rolling the same up
be storede.

to include sales tax

and ttying so that 1t can



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
July 28, 1939

Present: Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Garman.

Mrs., Evans acted as chairman and signed the

vouchers and checks.
No business was conducted except a 1list of

recommended new books was ordered purchased and the regu-

lar bills were passed, having the consent of Mre. Shilling

and Mr., Mueller,

Ad journed.

M A

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
August 25, 1939

Present: Messrs, Shilling, Knuth and Mrs. Evans.

Consent to pass the regular bills was given by

Mrs., Buckner and Mrs, Garman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Librarian's report was read, on motion approved,

and ordered placed on file.
It was suggested that the front steps, both upper

and lower groups, have iron handralls placed at sides. Recent-

1y a number of people have sald they wished they could use the

l1ibrary but dreaded the steps. It has been observed that many

public bulldings have added such safety guards 1n recent yearse.

Mr. Shilling suggested that Mr. Knorr, of the Mississippl Valley

gtructural Steel Company, be consulted about 1it.
Bills to the amount of $4,032.08 were approved. Mre

Knuth and Mrs. Evans acted on the Flnance committee for this

meeting.
Adjourned.

M fo i

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
September 29, 1939

Present: Messrs, Knuth, Nash, Mrs. Buckner, Mrs.

Garman, and Miss Riggs, new member.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved,

and ordered placed on file.
Unfinished business: Mr. Tolly of the Mississippl

Valley Structural Steel Company was sent to see what could be

done regarding handrails at front steps. He brought blue

prints for center rails only as, after consultation with some
of his assoclates, it was thought that side rails would be

out of keeplng with the architecture of the library building.
Even this was not considered very good for the top flight of
The firm

gteps. Tnhe price of the steel rails would be $35.00,

does not installe. No action was taken.,

On motion, the list of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.
Bills to the amount of $2,929.10 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid. Miss Riggs acted on the

committee for this meeting,

On motion, adjourned.

i &P

gecretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
October 26, 1939

Present: Mesgsrs., Shilling & Knuth, Mrs Evans and

Mrs. Garman.
Mjnutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's revort was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
Mr, Shilling told of receiving a telephone call from

Mayor Lee in regard tc a certain Mr. Loveland who was trying

to collect funds for printing a bookmark for the public 1ibrary.

He wished to know if the man had been given authority, by the

1ibrary board or by Miss Dill; also if the library could not

purchasge its own bookmarks. After some discussion, the Board

voted to go on record as opposed to any public golicitation of

funds for any purpose whatever; the staff to be notified of

this actlion.
ntioned that a new display case had been pur-

t of the Sarah Ellen Glore fund.

7 It was me

chased for Evans branch, with par

Bills to the amount of $0669,92 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.
(VA0S =54 O\.\Oa‘,&w—_

Acting secretaryo

x\n&
for,1940 periodicals and newspapers,
on mgtgggﬁeghgag;gine Agency, of Chlcago, was accepted,-

e

from the Hanso
$542025



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
November 24, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Borchers, Naeh,

Mrs. Evans, Mrs., Garman and Miss Riggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
On motion, the 1list of new books recommended by the

Book commlttee was ordered purchased.
Report was made on the landscaping of the grounds at

the Main library and Evans branch under the direction of Mr. J.A.

Frazier, superintendent of the Decatur Park District. The shrubs

and trees were donated by the Park Board, and most of the labor of

oving the old growths and planting new things wase done by Mr.

rem
Miss Emmy Lou Smith, a graduate

Frazier's workmen of the W.P.A.

of the University of I1linois in landscape architecture, drew the

planting plan and presented her gservices in this and overseeing

the planting.

Brief mentlon was made of the meeting of the Illinols

Library Assoclation in Peoria, October 26-28.

On motion, the gtaff salaries for December were to be

- the firset by the middle of the month

gtalments,
er 29,

paid in two in
after the regular Board meeting Decemb

and the gsecond half
h vouchers will b
18 to the amount of $

m the garah Ellen Glo
pe approved by the Finance committee and

e approved.

when bot
3,463.44, together with the bill

Bil

re fund, for a display case
of $44,49 pald fro
e Evans branch,

ordered pald. Mr, Borcher &

oOon motion, adjourned° §§\;N&ﬂ\u~ék(‘<§ii§x&§\\\—-

Secretarye.

we

for th
cted on the committee for this meetinge.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
December 29, 1939

Present: Messrs. Shilling, XKnuth, Nash, Mrs. Evans

and Mrs. Buckner. Mrs. Garman came before the meeting and

signed the vouchers.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved,

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
It was reported that an emergency job of plumbing,

including complete reconditioning of the men's tollet, was done

There was not time for bids and a speclal
e his

since the last meeting.
meeting, but the matter was presented to Mr. Shilling who gav

consent to go ahead and install new equipment and make all necessary

repalirs. The work was done by the T. E. Downing Co. and the bill

was $589.46, Because of the reduction in the amount budgeted for

repairs, on motion, and passed by each member present, $400 was

transferred from the the furniture budget to repalrs.
Ao, Frazier, parkisuperintendent, was
ark Dis-

A letter from Mr. J

iving a summary of the planting work done by the P

read, 8
He said that $108 was expended by

trict, on the library grounds.
hrubbery and putting in new,

the Park Board in taking out old s
ar of the library.

and cleaning up debrils in the re

replacing soll,
he re-

He also made recommendations for the future which include t

1 in a few years, of the Lombardy poplars, and new trees planted

mova
The Board discussed the plan and suggestions.

eir placeBo.
Frazier and Miss Smith,

8 instructed to write to Mr.
thanking them for thelr fine contribution

to take th
The eecretary Wa

w the plans gratis,

who dre
to the 1ibrary.
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The new printed reports, 1938-39, were distributed.
Copiles of these had been mailed to all Illinois librarians,

and to those in other states to whom we were indebted, and

will be sent to many in Decatur.
Bi1lls to the amount of $3613.12 were approved by

the Finance comhittee and ordered pald. Mr. Nash acted on the

committee for thilis meeting.,

On motion, adjourned.

Wowos—Ar T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
January 26, 1940

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Mueller, Knuth, Nash and

Borchers, Mrs., Evans, Mrs., Buckner and Miss Riggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
Comptroller Wylie's Tax collection report, 1938 levy,

relating to the library'’s finances, as of January 25, was read

by Mr. Shilling.
On motion, the 1list of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.
When discussing recent extensive repalrs in the building

and mentioning others to be made, Mr. Mueller suggested that 1t
might be well to have a competent man make a survey of the physical

condition of the library buillding, and have a definite plan for

future improvements to cover a period of years. This was to be

looked into and somérgelected to make such a survey. The librarian

and assistant were to 1list repairs and improvements most necessary

in the Main 1ibrary and Evans branch, also administrative expansion

and development including a new branch library.

Mr., Borchers reported that early records of Macon County,

were now being typ

work was under the supervision o
aé president of the Macon County

1829-1850 ed from records in the County Court
- ?

The

f the Historicel

Housgé€o
Records Survey of I
a1 Soclety, he ha

he Historical Socl
1brary pay for the binding of all. There

11inois and,
d agreed to have three coples of each’

Historic
ety and one for the librarye.

book~ Two for t
1l
roposed that the
e t 75 volumese The question of the legality of
leas

agsume the expense of paying for the binding
y

will be at
having the librar



January 26, 1940 == 2

of booke for any other organization, also as to whether the
library's budget for binding could bear the additional expense-
at least $150- was discussed. The president appointed a com-
mittee consisting of Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Buckner and Miss Riggs,
to look into the matter, and to talk it over with the librarian
and assistant librarian, before the next meeting.

Bills to amount of $2826.,02 were approved by the Finance

committee and ordered pald. Miss Riggs acted on the committee

for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.
}m_ « ~ .
UWU\U\JQ]Q(- § J‘L

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
February 23, 1940

Present: Messrs., Knuth, Nash, Mrs, Evans, Mrs. Buckner

and Mrs. Garman. On motion, Mr., Knuth was mede temporary chair-

man and signed the checks,
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The 1librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on fileo

Unfinished business~ Yrs. Evans, chairman of the conm-

mittee, said there was no report about the binding of Macon County
historical records, now being typed under the supervision of the

Historical Records survey of Illinols and sponsored by the Macon

County Historical Society.
A survey of the main building for repalrs, as reconmended

at the last meeting, was taken upe. Mr. Nash suggested L. H. Foltz,

who has been employed by the Board of Supervisors, to look over the

building and make recommendations, This would teke part of several

days end would cost 405, On motion, Mr, Foltz was %o be employed

to do this and report at next meeting.
1t was voted to transfer $50 from the furnliture

on motion,
the vote hy roll call belng

sund to miscellaneous in the budget,

unanimouse :
1t was reported by the librarian that over 400 letters were

1ed to newcomers in the city with gratifying results, as many
malle

e came in tO regl

numbe?r of letter

gter for library cards and borrowed books.

eopl
peor g were returned as people had moved and
However; &
£t no forwardin
Lenten 11£t8 ha

h the 11brar.’f5 las

g addr‘ess ®

e d been conpiled and mimeographed., Thess,

t report, were meilled to ministers

together Wit
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and other church workers, and were distributed at the library

where a shelf of new booxs for Lenten reading waes dilsplayed.

The serious illness of Miss Pollock, head cataloger,

who i3 recovering in the Decatur & Macon County Hospltal, was

reported,
‘ Bills to the amount of $3232.,16 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald. Mrs., Buckner acted on the

ccmmittee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

vy

Secretary.




Regular Meeting of the Library Board
March 29, 1940

Present: Messrs. Shilling and Knuth. Consent was
had from three absent members to pass the regular bills.
Mrs., Garman came Monday April 1 to approve and sign vouchers.

Minutes of the meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was omitted.

The report of L. H. Foltz on the physical condition
of the library was read and discussed.

Mention was made of the Township lot for sale, and
other lots in that viecinity for a branch bullding.

Regional library institutes are now being held,-~ four

of the staff will go to Belleville and four others to Clinton.
B111s to the amount of $2,743.09 were passed, and ordered
paid. Mr. Knuth acted on the Finance commitiee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

Moo KDL

Secretary.
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DECATUR, ILLINOIS,

PHYSICAL SURVEY OF DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING

liarch 29, 1940

Exterior: Generally, the exterior stone work and mortar joints are in
good condition. The only part of the building that shows actual need

of repair is the gable on the west elevation abgve the sky light over

the book stacks. The mortar joints in the stonéxboréion of the build-

ing are weathered out and may contribute to leaks in the sky light area.
There is also a wood louvre into the attic in this wall area that needs
repair. Some of the slats being loose and others out of place. During
a heavy or blowing rain, water undoubtedly comes into this louvre and
will, in time, damage the plaster on the ceiling below. The stone joints
mentioned above should be raked and tuck=-pointed by a capsble brick or

stone mason.
Iron Window Guards - Basement: In the old portion of the building there
Tal iron window guards that are entirely rusted out.

ﬁ are twenty ornamen . . .
These guards were originally intended as burglar protection and if this
protection is still desired, should be replaceq. Also, they should ?e
of such design for convenience in window cleening. There are four win-
dow lights in the basement which are cracked snd can be replaced at
small expense.
plumbing: The men's toilet in the basement has new fixtures of the

Tatest type but do not operate properly for &a _ubllc toilet room. There

hree water closets and two urinals operating on & m§ter type sys=
are t is, the water is metered directly from the main rather than
tem. The rv;ir obove the fixtures. There is a 1" supply into the
from & reservoLr O @ this supply is reduced to 3/8"to said toilet
building from BA° T /4:’: supply there is a 1" pipe to a thirty gallon tank
room and from this lso to the water closets and urinals, It is my

at the ceiling ':1nd.a the wrong type of fixturesfor this toilet room since

inion that this 1% main is only 1" end should be at least 11" to
is is impossible, the changing

cit -
the supply from.ths erazion but since th
P which comes through the meter would be an

ave satisfactory 0 oige
h o a 1" si £o improve the operation of these fixtures

3/4" pipe © .
zipﬁzsemé;t. The n:ﬁ; Zﬁliﬁe pirst or second floors since the tank, as
would be & larger t sont LiMSs is only & gravity supply to the f}xtures.
jnstalled at ?he pre the first floor has one water cios?t of aztlggated
The ladies toilet gn replaced ot some early date as : 1; a pg an ;;
design andTShozig might ot eny bimo demage the property far above its
trouble—m&ﬁer

»' valuee.
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PAGE Tu0

Scagliola Columms snd Bases: Several of the columm bases in the main
portion of the Library are badly in need of repair and inspection shows
that in the past the repairing has been done by someone who did not un-
derstend marble work. Altho Scagliola is a synthetic marble, it has
sufficient hardness that it can be drilled end anchored with brass wire
and molding plaster so it is almost indestructible. However, meny of
the sections of these bases are broken and it might be adviseable to

have them replaced with either genuine marble or a wood base. But if
they are to be repaired only, the work should be done by a marble setter.

Lighting: Generally, the lighting of the interior of the building is

old type but fairly good. There are two places that with small expense
could be greatly improved. First, the work room in the northeast corner
of the basement has drop cords from the ceiling with plain lemps and no

reflectors. Although the wattage of these lamps is of sufficient size,
is absorbed in the upper part of the room

i» the light from these lamps
| which is non-reflective. It is suggested that these old drop cords be
This will deliver the

replaced and porcelain reflectors installed.
the correct points and meke working conditions more satisfactory.

irht to
;;zznd, the catalog room on the second floor is also poorly lighted. It
is suggested that the same thing be done with the four_drop lights in
this room, &s the center fixture is of almost no benefit. _It would
sreatly improve working conditions if a floure§cent tub? light three
;eet long be installed on top of the catalog files. This new type of
hting gives much greater cendle power at a lower coste
Generally, the plaster is in good condition.
's room at the north end of the second floor is
eny other part of the building. In the north=
the paint and plaster has broken loose as if
jon present but, due to the age of the build=
le. It is my opinion that this is a

bably only be overcome by the removal of
e exterior walls before

lig
plester and Eﬁi@ﬁi&g&
Plaster in the children
in worse condition than
£ this room

east corner O 3 :
there is an alkalil condit

ib
ing, this does not seszEZSS;O
. ition &1 . "
moisture condlgl:ome e Prooflng_a?gllgd to th ;
the plaster &n¢ 1ac This condition is also apparent in the
the plaster 15 rep n the children's room has cracked
Librarianrs ?f?lceéonstruction has segged and in the corners of tzg
where the ceiling ’ cracks Tt would be necessary to remove the
om there &re settling dition but once it was replaced, these
"o he ceiling and the building it=

plaster to overcome this con.nce o
cracks should 1o

t reappear S1
self should have hea

The ceiling 1

4 its
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Windows and doors throughout the building are in good con=
1loose f#om aje and leak some air from shrinking but it
does not appear that any replacements are werranted since they do not leak
rein and the radiation in the building is ample to offset this leakage.
The finish on the window stools, in meny cases, is damaged or gone emd can
be replaced by anyone by simply sanding and brushing on some varnish or

hard finish floor oile.

windows and Doors:i
dition. They are

Roof: Inspection of the roof shows that composition roofing on the up-=
per part is in fairly good condition and the metal roofing forming the gut-
the front wall in the catalog room on the second floor but the flashing
and metal roof directly over this lesk appears to be in good condition.
and when heavy reins or snows causes water to stand at this point, & leak
ﬁ would develope.
metal roof and flashing renewed but is probably the only way to correct
the northwest cornmer of
the old building are almost entirely gone and shou
earliest possible moment. This mey be the cause of the paint failure in
. edge of the sky light over the book stacks although the sky light
;::tbeeg sith asphalt plastics until it would
for a leak to occure. 5 1
1ight 88 of the metal roof. 1f this condition is sufficient to warrant
: s+ is the opinion of the
repails it 1s P f£lashing installed.

ter at the parapet walls is also in good repair. There is a leak near
However, it igs entirely possible there are pin holes in this metal roof

It would be a fairly expensive proposition to have this
the trouble. The flashing over the offices in

1d be replaced at the
the ceiling of the Librarian's office. There appears to be a leak at the
n flashed and plastered : :
seem jmpossible The seme thing is true of this sky
writer that all flashings end asphalt

should be removed and new

old fire screen rolled above the opening by the book stacks
o to the L jbrarian's office. This screen is not in oon-
and the passsgs a is only 518" from the floor. It is suggested that
gition to be used 80 be removed so the passage will

it i of use
this screens since it is out ,

nave proper ne o
. ention that the building as & whole.ls in ex-

In conclusions I msgizgoﬂ for its age and that tho new addition, which

ceptionally good con ; ijs of good sound construction.

was built unde

e,

- [ HO F%‘tz

ii» LHF:N



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
April 26, 1940

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Borchers, Mrs.Evans,

Mrs. Buckner and Mrs. Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed dn file.
A letter from J. R. Downing was read, relating to the
ient to permit the

complaint that water pressure was not suffic
to

new plumbing fixtures, recently installed, in the basement,
On motion, & committee was appointed to inves-

operate properly.
The president

tigate and make a report at the next meeting.

named the following- Messrs. Borchers, Knuth and Nash on the

committee. Near the close of the meeting Mr. Downing came in

n and made a fuller explanation,

perso
On motion,and passed by roll call, $26 was transferred

from the furniture budget to miscellaneous,
The financlal statement for the year just ending and

t for 1940-4l1, were submitted and discussed. The balance

the budge
on hand April 26 1s

387,09 of this be pla
This is the amount received from forfelted

$6,588.61. Mre Shi111ing recommended that

83 ced in a speclal building fund in the
4
gavings de
tax, covering 8

partment.

everal years.
and the amount, $3,387.09,

On motion, by roll call, this was
sed unanimously was to be trans-

pas
grom the gener

al fund immediately.

was passed unani-

ferred
the pudget as presented,

on motion,

mously. the Board authorized the maximum levy of

on motlion,
about $39, 500,
ting expenses

be requested of the City Counecil for the

12 mills, of the 1ibrary for 1940-41,

regular operé
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On motion, the list of books recommended by the Book

committee was ordered purchased.
Migs Dill made o brief report of the tour of Illinols

and Wisconsin libraries, made by Miss VWayne and herself, April 15-22,
to investigate various methods in administration and building ar-

rangements now current in some libraries,- aB the electric charg-

ing machine, adult education courses, etc. Libraries visited in

T11linois: Moline, Sterling, Waukegan and Evanston; and Madison and

Racine in Wisconsin. A very profitable and enjoyable trip, and

much useful information was secured, both negative and positive.
We returned with a feeling of sincere thankfulness for our re-
rently added stack room, which alliows us plenty of shelf Bpace.
Many libraries have very, Very crowded conditions.

Report was made of the two Regional library institutes:

Belleville, April 13, to which four of the staff went; and Clinton,

April 18, to which meeting four
and Miss Walker of the 0.B.Gorin library at Millikin.

staff members went, also Mrs. Buckner,

Board member,
Mise Oskes, of the Catalog department, was on the program, re-

viewing five adult
1t was report

booke and had mimeographed 1lists to distribute.
ed that over 500 letters had been sent to

d.ate, of 20%0

with & response to
$2,817.28 were passed by the

Newcomers,
s to the amount of

Bill

e committee and ordered palid.

Financ

On motion adjournedo. ~

Secretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
May 15, 1940

Present: Mr. Shilling and Mrs.Garman.

The minutes of the last meeting and the librarian's
report for April were omltted.

The Annual Report was read, and esigned by those
present. The required number of signatures was to be obtained
the next day, before sending the report to the City Council.

(It was signed later, by Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Buckner and Miss Riggs)

No regular meeting was to be held in May, but the
Finance committee was to approve and sign the vouchers and the

president sign the checks,

Adjourned.

N 3 DL
NN — 5 - A

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
June 28, 1940

Present: Messrs., Shilling, Nash and Mrs. Garman.

Mrs. Evans and Mr. Borchers had given consent to pass the regu-

lar bills,
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
On motion, F. W, Schlie was to be notifled that his

estimated bld was accepted for further improvements in the

plumbing of the men's tollet,

Repairs and decoration of the walls in the children's
room were discussed and the room visited to see the condition of
This was placed in the hands of the Bulldings and
Mr. Shilling was to meet

the walls.

Grounds committee with power to act.

with the committee.
Rills to the amount of $3463.41 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid. Mr. Nash acted on the com-

mittee for this meeting.

cn motion, adjourned.

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
July 26, 1940

Present: Messrs, Shilling, Knuth, Nash, Mrs.Evans and

Mrs. Garman.
Minutee of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.
Unfinished business:- Mr. Knuth mentioned that at

various times the poor lighting system in the library had been

called to the attention of the Board; he suggested that an

investigation be made. Mrs. Garman, reported that in connectlon

with the proposed improvements 1in the children's room, she had
asked Mr., Everard at the Faxries Mfg. Co. for information in :

regard to fluorescent and other lighting and he was to make

recommendatlion later. It was decided to take no further actlion

until after his report.
On motion, the new books recommended by the Book

committee were ordered purchased.
Bills to the amount of $2850.89 were approved by the

committee and ordered pald.

Finance
h reported that no decision had been made in

Mr. Nas

g the contract for the decoration of the children's room

awardin
ed to be an uncertainty regarding the work to be

as there seem

It was gecided to ask Mr. Graybill to come to the

i1ncluded.
y what his bid included, and perhaps

nd explain exactl

1t with him a definite understanding could be

meeting a

after discussing

arrived at.
Mro. G

ybill arrived promptly , but after visiting the
ra

4 talking over various phases of the work, no

children's room an

definite action wae takene
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Meeting adjourned.

Acting secretarye.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
August «, 1940

Present: MessBorchers, Shilling, Knuth, Nash and Mrs.

Evans.

The meeting was called to consider bids for repairs

on roof.
Mr. Nash, chalrman of the committee reported that at

first the representative for Dennis and Son refused %o make
a bid, but had finally glven a verbal bid for the repairs

on the flashing, of %75 to $100; using new galvanized tin

"with three layers of roofing felt, each layer to be covered

with a coat of hot tar.
Mr. Nash also recommended that the top roof be given

a coat of hot asphalt, to insure against deterioriation,

Dennis and Son had estimated this work at $66,.,60

On motion, it was decided to give Dennis the contract

for both pleces of work, to be done at once.

Ad journed.

WialX Q. &Qa.vﬁwb_

Acting secretarye.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
Auvgust 27, 1940

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Borchers and Nash,

Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Buckner, and Miss Riggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Librarian's report was approved as read and

and ordered placed on file.
Miss Riggs mentioned that the new fluorescent lighting

system just installed in the Herald & Review library was most

satisfactory. She judged it might be equally so in our library

and suggested that before making any changes here we come in and

gee them in use. The letters received from Mr. Everard at Fariles

Mfg. Coe. in regard to lighting recommendations were read, but
after learning that it might be necessary to make extenslve repairs

on the roof,it was declded to let the plans for changes in lightning,

drop temporairly.
The recent heavy ralns disclosed much needed repalrs on
Mr. Longbons of the Dennis

the roof should be consildered at once.

had recommended that an examination of the entire

Hardware Co.
coping, etc.be made by a good architect; but varlous

roof, flashing,

bers of the Board reca
beenpaid to look the bullding over and give advice 1n

Since no special mention was

lled that several months ago, a bullding
mem
expert had

regard to repalrs
t that time of the r
conditions were perha

and 1mprovements.
oof and coplng, it was the opinion of

de a
ma. ps not quite as bad as several

the Boerd thal

tedo
g had sugges
roofer S porchers and Mr. Knuth left the meeting
MI’. Nas ’ ‘11" e

ekylight and lower roofs, an entrance to
e

go and examine th
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these being easlly made by way of the Lincoln room. Theilr
opinion was that the main trouble was in the flashing which
they thought could be repaired without great expense. By
motion, they were appointed a committee of three to make
further investigations, determine what was needed and then
contact three or four reliable firms, showlng each what ought
to be done and requesting them to make blds to be submltted
at an early called meetling.

Bills to the amount of $2,903.24 were approved by
the Finance committee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.

Acting secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
Sentember 27, 1940
Present: Messrs Shilling, Knuth, Nash, Mrs. Buckner and

Mrs. Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered pnlaced on file.

There was & discussion of roofing repairs. Mr. Nash re-

ported about the skylight and sald he would make the forms for

$100. No action was taken.
The proposed repairs of the walls 1in the children's room

was again discussed. Mrs. Garman spoke of the plaster board ceiling

in a large room in the Y.W.C.A. bullding.
the Board and librarian see what they think of this for the child-

It was suggested that

ren's room, and report at the next meeting.
Mention was made that the furnace room and hall in the

basement of Evans branch had been replastered.
On motion, the new books recommended by the Book com-

mittee were ordered purchased. The library's printed report for

1940, was distributed.
11s to the amount of $2788,30 were approved by the

Mr. Nash and Mrs. Buckner

1939~
Bi
d ordered paid.

Finance committee an
ommittee for this meeting. Mrs.

nted to gerve on the ¢

were appol
came later and signed the vouchers.

Garman who 15 on the committee,

On motion, adjourned.

N A DAL

gecretary.



Regular meeting of the Library Board
October 25, 1940

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Borchers, Nash,
Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was approved as read and

ordered placed on file.

The contract for our periodical subscription 1list
for 1941 was given to the Hanson-Bennett Agency of Chilcago;
their bid was $535.75. The Mayfalr Agency of New York presented
a bid of $565.20.

Bills to the amount of $3205.59 were approved by the

Finance commlttee and ordered paid. Mr. Borchers and Mr. Knuth

acted on the committee for this meeting.

Adjourned.

Acting secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
November 29, 1940

Present: Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans and Miss Riggs.
Mr. Knuth acted as chairman and signed the checks. Consent

was glven by Mr. Shilling and Mrs. Garman to pass the regu-

lar bills.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.

On motion, the new books recommended by the Book

committee were ordered purchased.

On motion, the librarian was empowered to have hand-

rails installed at both flights of front steps. This had been

considered a year ago.
Bills to the amount of $3291.20 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid. Mrs. Evans and Miss Riggs
acted on the committee for this meeting.

on motion, adjourned,

Mo fo T

Secretary.



Regular meeting of the Library Board
December 27, 1940

Present: Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans and Mrs.Buckner. Mr.
Knuth acted as chairman and signed the checks.

Consent to pass the regular bills was given by Mr.

Shilling and Mrs. Garman.
Reading of the minutes of the last meeting and the

librarian's report for November was omitted.
No list of new books was presented.

Bills to the amount of $2935.27 were approved by the
Finance committee and ordered paid. Mrs. Evans and Mrs.
Buckner acted on the committee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

Mo § T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
Janusry 31, 1941

Present: Mr. Knuth, HMrs. Garman, and Miss Riggs.
Mr. Knuth acted as chalrman and signed the checks. Con-
sent to pass the regular bills was given by Mr. Shilling,
Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered nlaced on fille.

On motion the 1list of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.
Bills to the amount of $3106.40 were approved by
the Finance committee and ordered pald. Mrs. Garman and

Migs Riggse acted on the committee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

o AT

Secretary.



Regular leeting of the Library Board

February 28, 1941

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Mueller, Nash,

Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Garman and Mrs. Buckner.

Minutes of the lest meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion anproved

and ordered placed on flle.
Mr. Shilling read a letter addressed to him from

Mr. C.A. Imboden, vice-president of the Millikin National Bank,

asking that two signature cards enclosed have the signatures of

all those authorized to sign for the Decatur Public Librery

Board, together with a copy of the resolution by the Board au-

thorizing such signatures, be sent to the bank.

On motion of Mr. Mueller, geconded by Mrs. Garman, a

resolution was passed on roll call, by the seven members present,

rizing the following versons to sign checks:

autho

Frenklin Shilling, president
Mrs. Luclle .. Evens
Mrs. Jessle R. Buckner

Edmund Knuth

nt is present he is authorized to sign. And with

Wwhen the preside
these four Board me

e Ao Dill’
gecretary in the absence of Miss Dill.

£ mbers the checks were to be counter-
one O

am———

gigned bY Minnl

gecretary, or Mabel A. Wayne, assistant
The

11brari
y signed by the four Board members

e cards were dul

ries 80 quthorized. The secretary was in-

£vo gignatur

end the two secreta |
den a copy of the resolution and the

struoted to send Mro Imbo

car'ds °
d + Board memhers must be

e

otices from ©
re was some discussion but 1t was

Ceivedo Thp

4 hed beeld re
g taken ub at

bonde a later meeting.

to be 1nvestigated an
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A report was made of House Bill l'o. 128, introduced

by Mr. Querfield, February 4, 1941, which provides for an in-
creased levy from one and two-tenths to one and seven-tenths

mills on the dollar on all taxable »nroperty in the clty, for
library ournoses. A dlscussion followed, and the Board did not
go on record in favor of the amendment. A hearing before the
Committee on Municipalities was to be held Tuesday March 4, &t

three o'clock. On motion, Mrs. Garman, if in Springfield that

day, was to attend and report hack to the Board.

Mention was made of the Petition for Probate of the
will of liinnle . Bailey, in which the Board of Library Directors
ed as legatee, and that the hearing on the Petition was

arch 5, 1941 at 9 A.M., when some

ie mention

to be held in the Court House, M
menber should be present, or by es attorney. No action was taken.

It was reported that the budget for Supplies had been

overdrawn $91.09. On motion $300 was to be transferred to this

fund from Repalrs.

e on the personnel of the Library. Miss

Report was mad

srildred Johnson, sseigtant in the Children's Room for three years,

married March 7. Miss Ruth Crum, who had been

had resigned to D€
r high school years and one year at

18 room during he

page 1n th
had been selected to £111 the vacancy.

fhe M1111kin Un

sevVice
The janitorAhed been som

1versity,
ewhat impaired during the illness of faith-

that 1tor, George Paire, seemed reliable
and ,the nev Jan )
ful Mre Hiser, R

ted for the nlace.

Hr Knuth, geconded by lrs. Evans, bills to

and fit
on motion,

aunt of $5,526°

37 which nad been recommended by the Finance

the ano
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commlittee and approved by the Board, were ordered paid, Mrs,

Buckner acted on the Committee for this meeting.

On motlon, adjourned.

W& S

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
larch 28, 1941

Present: Mr. Knuth, Mre. Evans, and Mrs. Buckner,
Mr. Knuth acted as chairman and signed the checks. Consent

to pass the regular bllls was given by Mr. Shilling and Mrs.

Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
On motion the list of new hooks recomnended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.

Miss Dill reported that she and Miss Wayne went to

Springfield, March 4, to the hearing of House Bill 128, an amend-

ment to the library statute, which will permit increase of the

tax levy from one and two-tenths mills to one and seven-tenths

mills on the dollar annually on property in the city,for library

pur‘pOSes °

Mention was made of the regional library meeting in

Mattoon, April 22.

Bills to the amount of $2898.20 were approved by the

ommittee and ordered paid. Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Buckner

Finance C
mittee for this meeting.

acted on the con
gdjourned.

Mo & Tl

gecretary.

On motion,



Called Meeting of the Library Board
April 11, 1941

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Nash, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Garman, Mrs. Buckner, and lMiss Riggs.

The meeting was called to consider much needed re-

pairs on the main bullding, the most important belng pointing

up the stone work. There was a generel discussion of the

problem, the best method of making a start, the legal pro-

cedure, etc.
On motion, the secretary was instructed to telephone

the City attorney as to the procedure the Board should follow
in the matter of repeirs to the building in excess of flve hundred
dollars, and to ask for written advice.

On motion of Mr. Knuth, seconded by Mlss Rlggs, a com-
mittee of four was to be avpointed to formulate a plan for needed
outslide revairs, not to exceed $3,000, the plan to follow the le-
gal advice of the City attorney, such a committee to have power

Motion carried.

to act.
The president appointed the following: Mr. Nash,

r. Knuth, Mrse. Garman and Mrs. Buckner, and they were to seleot

M
their own cheirman and chose Mr. Knuth.
adjourned.

NMG&*C@@L

Secretary.

On motion,



CiTy OF DECATUR

WALKER H.MILLS
CORPORATION COUNSEL HSI-1161 CITIZENS BUILDING
DECATUR, ILLINOIS

15 Aoril, 1941

Franklin %. Snillin:, ksd.,
Pubiic Library,

Decatur, Illinois.

Dear Sir:

Miss Dill, the librarian, a day or two since requested
irom me an opinion as to whether or not the Library Board is bound,
in makin-~ repairs to the library building, by the statute of the
State of 1llinois in reference to contracts of Commission Form
cities involving an outlay of as muci as $500.,00.

In my opinion it is, because the Library Board, according
to our Suprene Court, is a quasi corporation, and is a nart of the
city. Thus it has been held that a Livrary Board may not be sued
upon 2 contract. All that can be done is for the claimant in that
case to bring a proceedin; for mandamus to require the Library Board
to draw upon the Library Fund of the city, and again it has been

Act, for Cities is in force, that

held that where tne Civil Service
the Library Board is subject to such Act. This last decision was

rendered only late in 1939. f )
In addition to that, in 1939 the State Legislature provided
should determine to erect a buildin: or

that whenever & Library Board :
‘ an existin; building, the Board should

remodel or improve
+o be dravn up and an estimate to be made of the cost,

hen determine the term of years over which to spread
.ollecti e cost of such repairing, and inake a record of

the.bo eedings and transmit a copy to the City Council for its approval.
suen ?récfe, c?l mirsht theu determine to issue bonds., If not, then the
Toe Cits LOJS %av-divide the cost into as many parts as it shall determine,| N
Library ?qart*e gqount of the parts to the Council each year, and in that -
and certify th 1 all include

case the Council sha

orenEEE ded in 1939 further provides that when
to cormence construction or repairing

Jan or adopt a new plan and provide estimates of

bhey may reviSﬁ phflpadvertise for bids for the construction of said

the cosh, and “'sna. doling repairing or improving of an existing

r the remo n’and*shall let the contract or contracts for
' bidder or bidders, and may

puiiding @ Jing . o1
. . hyilding e ° onsible

1ibrary Pul 1 o d best resp

— a est. a{l . 1 A} J .

the same to the }O”"ders such security for tae performance of the bids

ouire from such pid . e.n The sections I have referred to are

red nall determi Gi of tne Illinois Bar Statutes.

to renair,
cause a plan
and bhat it should t

ion of thn

tatute as amen

e S .
Th et ermine

the directors shall d

such sum in its Annual Appropriation A%*Wda“
=0 * - (l‘,.,g/u«.{,( .
(4_}\ ;‘Ai el



Franklin W. Shilling, Esq. -2 - 15 April, 1941

will note that the Library Act does not put any limits
The act affecting directly cities does not require

competitive bids for contracts where the outlay will be less than
$500.00. I think that the two statutes may be read together so that
you should advertise for bids for any repairs of more than an estimated

cost of $500.00.

You
of amount at all.

Yours very truly,

lrenis 2 Dloes .

MeRB



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
Aoril 25, 1941

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Nash, Mrs. Evans,
Mrs. Buckner and Mrs. Garman.

Minutes of the March meeting and of the called meeting
April 11, were read and approved. The librarlan's report was

read, on motion approved and ordered placed on flle.
The Commlittee on building repairs made a brief report
and remained after the meeting closed for further dlscussion.

On motion of Mr. Knuth, seconded by Mrs. Evans, $2,426.08
was to be placed in the special building account in the savings

department before the end of the llbrary year.
The financial statement from the Comptroller was read
by Mr. Shilling, and the library budget for 1941-42 was sub-

On motion of Mr. Knuth, seconded by Mrs.
On

mitted and discussed.
Garman, the budget was adopted as presented, on roll call.

motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Nash, the City %ouncil
¥ 210

was to be requested to allow the maximum levy by law of 1 mills,

about $39,500, for regular library operating expenses for 1941-42.
On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Knuth, the li-

prary was to conform to the request of the auditor regarding &

e adequate record of

on motion of Mrs.
0.00 were to be allowed Miégd Dill to attend the

fines.

mor
Evans, seconded by Mr. Knuth, expenses

not to exceed $14
on, June 19-25.

onference 1n Bost

Mr. shilling mentioned
5 and that there 1s no regular meeting

° e C
AoL.A that the annual meeting would be
me before May 1

As he plans v
and Mre. Buckne

gome b1 > be out of town, he appointed Mrs.Evans

the.
that mol r and Mrs. Garman to approve

to sign Knuth, seconded by Mr. Nash,

on of Mr
the bille for May. OP mot1 ’




April 25, 1941

appointments were approved.
Bills to the amount of $2,559.25 were approved by
the Finance committee and ordered paid. Mrs. Buckner acted

on the committee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

3\\M Pl

Secretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
May 12, 1941

Present: Messrs. Shilling, Knuth, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Garman and Miss Riggs.
The meeting was called to hear the readlng of the

Annual Report for the year ended April 30, 194l.

On motion of Miss Riggs, seconded by Mrs. Garman,
the Report was accepted and signed by all members present,
and was to be notarized and sent to Mayor Lee by May 15.

On motion, adjourned.

W 78 DL
NVMMA

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
June 27, 1941

Present: Mr. Knuth and Mrs. Evans.

The librarian's and secretary's reports were nox read
nor approved.

Mr. Knuth approved tke bills to the amount of $3,322.10

which were later also approved by Mrs. Buckner; and Mrs. Evans

signed the checks.

YWl Qv \W
&»\/KV\—;

Acting secretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
July 18, 1941

Present: Mr, Knuth, Mrs. Evans and }rs. Buckner.

The meeting was called to conslder needed repairs

and decoration in the children's room.

Since there was not a quorum, no action was taken.

Adjourned.
\V\V\-Ouﬂrgjl C)\. \Aﬁcz/\ﬁgaaa,_

Acting secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
July 23, 1941

Present: Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Garman, Mrs. Buckner
and Miss Riggse. Mr. Knuth acted as president and signed the checks.
Minutes of the last two meetings were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed.on file.
Mr. Knuth as chairman of special committee on bullding

repalrs, reported the amounts spent:

B. M. Dennis & Son roofing $183,96
R. H. Lunn & Sons pointing & caulking 376,94
W. T+ Delahunty & Co. plumbing 200,00
S. A. Clausen, superintending repalrs 45,59

A total of $806.49

On motionfﬁMrs. Garman, seconded by Miss Riggs, a com-
mittee consisting of Mr. Knuth. Mr. Nash and Mrs. Evans was to be

appointed, with power to act 1in regard to all necessary repalrs

in the children's room.
on motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Miss Riggs, bills to

e amount of $2,816,63 were approved by the Finance committee and

th
Miss Riggs acted on the committee for this meeting.

ordered pald.

On motlon, adjourned.

gecretary.



Meeting of the Special Building Committee
of the Llbrary Board
August 18, 1941

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Nash and Mrs. Evans; with

Mr. Clausen, architect.

The Committee met to open bids and let the contracts
for work in the children's room.

After careful consideration as to cost, etc. on motion
of Mr., Nash, seconded by Mrs. Evans it was voted to accept the
bid of Ralph A. Mahon for the electrical work, for the sum of

$931.00, and of Michael Bechtel for carpentry and plastering, for

the sum of $717.00,

The other bids for the electrical work were:

Krigbaum Electric Co. $990.00
Field & Shorb Co. 1072.00

Mr. Bechtel's was the only bld for carnentry.
Mr. Clausen notified both men, and the lumber came the

next morning and carventers began at once. Mr. Mahon reported

that material would have to be ordereiand he received information

1ater that there would be no dellveries for three weeks.

Adjourned.
P DU

gecretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
August 28, 1941

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Mueller, Nash and Imboden,
Mrs.,. Evans and Mrs. Garman. Mr. Imboden is the new member
recently appointed by the Mayor when he reappointed Mrs. Evans

and Mrs. Buckner. Mr. Knuth acted as president.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and ordered

placed on file.
On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Mueller,

Mr., Knuth was elected president for the coming yeare.
Mr. Knuth reported on serious leaks in the children's

and catalog rooms at the time of the recent torrential rain, and

gave a detalled description of the roof and needed repalrs.

On motion of Mrs. Garman, seconded by Mr. Mueller the special

committee was to have all necessary repairs done by the Dennis Co.

Miss Dill made brief report of the A.L.A. Conference

attended 1in Boston, June 18-26.

which she
amount of $3514.92 were approved by the

Bills to the

e commlttee and ordered pald. Mrs. Evans acted on the

Financ

committee for this meeting.

on motlon, adjourned.

Secretary.



Meeting of the Special Building Committee
September 12, 1941

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Nash, and Mrs. Evans; also

Mr. Clausen, architect.

Bids were opened from pailnters for the decoration of

walls and woodwork in the children's room.

The following bids were submitted:

W. G. Spaeth $244 .00
Myer & Son 220,70
F. A. Songer 192.00
Charles Grayblll 133,00

On motion of Mr. Nash, seconded by Mrs. Evans, and

made unanimous by Mr. Knuth the contract was let to Mr. Graybill.

Ad journed.

WDl

Secretary.

Peinters began work the following Monday, September 15,

was finished September 19,

must walt until electrical fixtures are placed.

and the work except for a 1ittle in the

cellling that
wWord has been recelved that these will be sent October 3.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
September 26, 1941

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Imboden, Mrs. Buckner,
and Mrs. Garman. Mrs. Evans had given her consent to the

passing of the regular blllis.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
The president appointed his committees for the year

ending April 30, 1942.
Report was made of the meeting, , September 12, of the

special building committee, when the painting contract was let

to Charles Graybill for $133.00

On motion of Mrs. Garman, gseconded by Mrs. Buckner, the

118t of new books presented by the 1ibrarian was passed.

Repairs in the children's room and on the roof were dis-

The work was held up awalting electric fixtures from

cussed.
gt, Louis. Word had been received that shipment would be made
october 3e An invitation was given to members to attend the

val conference of the Illinois Library Association to be held

ann
1 springfield, October 9-11. The trustees meetings and luncheon
n -
to be Friday, Oct. 10-
on motion of Mre. Garman, seconded by Mr. Imboden, bills
nt of $2388.85 were ordered paid.

to the amou

on motion, adjoufned,

P DU

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
October 31, 1941

Present: Messrs., Knuth, Imboden, and Mrs. Evans.
Mrs. Garman came before the meeting and signed the vouchers,
and consent to pass the regular bills was glven by Mrs. Buckner,

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
On motion, the contract for the periodical subscriptions

for 1942 was given to the Hanson-Bennett Magazine Agency of

Chicago, for $585.25, and the blll was ordered paid.

On motion, authority for signing checks was given to
the president of the Board, and in his absence to any member of

the Finance committee, and to the secretary or in her absence

to the assistant secretary. Cards with authorized signatures

were to be filed at the Millikin National Bank.

It was reported that work on the children's room was

about completed and that further repairs for leaks had to be

made in the attlc. Plans for the opening were discussed and

these were 1eft for the librarians to arrange, as it would take

iderable time for the thousands of books stored in other

cons
e cleaned and shelved in the children's room.

prooms to D
A Western Union clock was to be purchased for the

ne cost of the 8ery
Free service containing local advertiseé-:-

¢ jce would be $1.25 per month paid
10bb¥

quarterly in adv
g turned downe

On motion of Mrs.
$5,565.65 were ordered paid.

ance .

t wa
nen Fvans, seconded by Mr., Imboden,

bills to amount of

on motion, k&w& @&&\/ﬁ

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
November 28, 1941

Present: Messrs. Xnuth and Imboden, Mrs. Evans, Miss Riggs

and Mrs., Garman,

Minutes of the last meeting were read and apvroved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on file,
Mention was made of the opening of the children's room,

after being closed for several months while it was being reconditioned.
There were many vislitors through the day and evening, who came to see

the improvements,and the children to use their room and get books for

home reading. The room looked attractive with lowered ceiling and the

bright lights recessed, the pale green walls, the bookcases filled with

gay—colored books, and lovely flowers and plants- most of these were

gifts of frlends and patrons. The newspapers had glven good publicity,

having a long story with picture in the Sunday Herald and Review,

November 16, and geveral other stories and items throughout the week.

The total cost o
There was an inform
All egreed that better lighting was needed all over the

£ the work in this room was $1,887.86.

al discussion about further repairs and

1mprovements.

The catalog room, being across the hall from the children's

1ibrary.

is conspicuously dark and the walls need paint. The Evans branch
roon, 2
be forgotten in budget for repairs and improvements,

ry should not

libra
The Board members planned to

or some time.

been neglected £
een there, and decided to hold a

many had never b
n the near future.
geconded by Miss Riggs, salary

as 1t has
visit the Brancl
ting there 1
jon of Mree

ould be made 1
e day after Christmas it was thought

regular mee
Evans,

on mot
n two installments. As the next

payments for Decembel w

regular meeting would come th
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best to advance the date. On motion of !Mr. Imboden, seconded
by Miss Riggs, the December meeting was to be the 19th instead
of the 26th. This made unnecessary the previous motion for a
gsplit salary payment.

On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mrs. Garman,

bills to the amount of #3,207.08 were ordered paid.

Nowmias S T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
December 19, 1941

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Imboden, Mrs. Evans,
Mrs. Buckner, and Mrs. Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

On motion of Mre. Evans, seconded by Mrs. Garman,

the 1list of new books recommended by the Book committee

was passed.

On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Imboden,
the January Board meeting was to be held in the Evans branch.
As many of the members had never visited the branch it will
be an opportunlty to see 1t 1in action and to find what repairs
are needed, etc.

Oon motion of Mrs. Garman, seconded by Mr. Imboden,

bi1lls to the amount of $2716.24 were ordered paid.

On motion adjourned,

i DI

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
January 30, 1942

Meeting:.held at Evans Branch.,
Present: Messrs. Knuth and Imboden, Mrs. Evans and

Mrs. Buckner. Milss Riggs gave her consent to passing the regular

bills.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved
and ordered placed on file.

The financial statement of the comptroller, Mr, Barr,
was read showing the balance of the Library fund to be 816,340.05;
This will be placed in the bank today.

Mention was made tliat the library was directing the
Victory Book Campaign for Decatur and Macon county and that over
12,000 books had been taken care of, more than 8,000 volumes were
packed ready to be shipped to Springfield, the depository nearest

Decatur, from which place camp libraries would be made up and

shipped a

g directed by the Corps Area librarian, Tomorrow, the

begun January 12, will end.

campalgn,
Report was made of the resignation of Miss Maxine McCulloch,

pildren's 1ibrarian for seven years, and very successful in her work.
c

e will leave sunday t
gchools 1n Long Beach, California. Her successor will be

Both Miss Green

o take up her new work as librarian in the
Sh

elementary
who comes from Wichita, Kansas.

Migs Kathryn Green,
culloch are graduates of Western Reserve University School
cCu

which specializes in children's work. Miss Green

and Miss M
of Library Scilence,

23
will begin work here February
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Bills to the amount of $3,472.16 were approved by

the Finance committee and ordered pald.

Before adjourning the Board went over the library
to see about needed repalrs and improvements and, on motion,
this matter was placed in the hands of the Building com-

mittee, to be reported upon at the next meeting, or as soon

after as possible.

Ad journed.

Mmoo DL —

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
February 27, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Imboden, Mrs., Evans and

Mrs. Garman. Consent to pass the regular bills was given by

Mrs., Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on fille.

Unfinlished buslness,- the president 1isted the repalr
needs at Evans branch library, but there was no Committee report.

On motion of Mrs. Evans geconded by Mr. Imboden, the

recommended list of new books was ordered purchased.
A letter from Mr, James M. Landis, Office of Civilian

pefense, was read, regarding special'defense’ packets® which are

being offered to certain key libraries,- our 1ibrary included.

These packets are to contain major civilian defense pamphlets and

i1t 1s suggested that they be consplcu-

important pollicy speeches;
On motion

ously displayed and mede freely avallable to the public.
Evans, geconded by Mrs. Garmen, we are to get in touch with

Of Mrs.

r about the useé of the library for civilian defense.

the Mayo
Imboden, seconded by Mrs Evans, letters

On motion of Mr.

to be sent'ypvfhe Decatur Cartage Company, Rigby
"Z\o 9

of © hanks were ERiihne Reoved-
ave splendid cooperation and service

e o
g who &

pelivery Gomand other
g the victor
pills %o th

tee and order

y Book Campalgne.

rin
w e amount of $2489.68 were approved by the

ed paid.
Finance commi®
pdjourned.

e &5 UL

Secretary0



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
March 27, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Borchers and
Mrs. Evans. Consent to pass the regular bllls was glven by
Miss Riggs. Capt. Borchers was present for the first time
in over one year,- during his army servilice 1n Kentucky.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and anproved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

Unfinished business- Mr. Knuth reported that the
Building committee- Messrs. Nash and Imboden- had met with him
at the Evans branch to decide upon needed repairs, the main item

being palnting of the walls and furniture, and refinishing the

woodwork., Mr. Nash was to get bids for the work, which should

be started early.

Through the efforts of Mr. Borchers, and affter con-
sultation with Mr. Knuth and the librarian, the last remaining

prelics of Dunham Post 141, G.A.R.- now closed since the death of

commander Collins- were sent to the library. These articles are

table, & Bible, Two framed charters (of Post 141 and a facsimile
a te ’ -

of Post 1) and a picture of Dr. B. F. Stephenson, the founder of
headquarters in Chicago,

on of Mre. Borchers, and seconded by Mrs. Evans

The two gavels glven at first were claimed
Pos?t

by the gtate

and later sent there.,

on moti
of thesé pistoric objects was accepted by the library,
y

ecl
and the Board expressed appr
The secretary was instructed to write

gcquiring them.

tod
the cu? ation to Mr., Borchers for his ef=

forts 1n tne .A.R. acknowledging the acceptance

to ¢ te de
© the Sta and the gratitude of the people of

of these memorial records,
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Decetur that they willl remain in the birthplace of the Grand

Army of the Republic.
Bills to the amount of $2,716.25 were approved by
the Finance committee and ordered paid. Mr. Borchers acted

on this committee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

I 1/

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
April 24, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Borchers, Mrs. Evans,

and Miss Riggs.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on file,
Unfinlshed business- Charles Graybill's bid for paint-

ing walls and varnishing woodwork at Evans branch was presented

and discussed. The total amount was 8504,.80, In order to keep

under $500, for which advertised bids would be necessary,- the

amount was divided. On motion of Mr. Borchers, seconded by Mre

If the two extra rooms 1in
xceed $90.

Imboden the bid for $499 was passed.

the basement were to be included, the price should not e

This passed on motion of Mr., Borchers, seconded by Mrs. Evans.

In addition to this improvement, the furnace was to be repaired.

Oon motion of Mrs. Evans, gseconded by Mr. Imboden,

$1184.02,rece1ved this year in back taxes, was to be transferred

to the Special bulld
With this additional amount the total in the savings

ing account in the savings department. Passed

on r°11 08.11 °
ould be $7,030,
was to be placed 1n War bonds, Serles F, as eX-

gepartment W Oon motion of Mr., Imboden, seconded by
ep

gvans $7,000

jbrary pudget for 194
geconded by Mr. Borchers, the budget was

Mrse
Passed on roll call.

plained b
2.43 was submitted and discussed.

The 1

on motion of Mrso. Evans,
roll calle. The secretary was instructed

t the Library Board requested the

resented, on

y council tha
e and two-tenths mills on the dollar for regu-

adopted a8 P
to inform the CiP

maximum tax 1evy of on

rating expenses for hext year.

lar library ope€
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On motion, the 1list of new books recommended by the

Book committee was ordered purchased.
It was mentioned that there would be no regular May

meeting. On motion, the annual meeting was to be May 13 at the

usual time,

Bills to the amount of $4,482.78 were approved by the
Finance committee and ordered paid. Mr. Borchers acted on the

committee for this meeting.

On motion, adjourned.

Moo 3%

Secretary.



Called Meeting of the Libhrary Board
May 15, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Mueller, and Mrs. Evans.

The meeting was called to hear the reading of the
Annual Report for the year ended April 30, 1942.

On motion, the report was accepted and signed my mem-
bers present, Mr, Borchers had been in earlier, read and signed
it, Other signatures were to be obtained and after being nota-
rized the Report was to be gent to Mayor Lee by May 15.

A report was made that the installation of fluorescent
lights in the catalog room had been authorized by Board members
in the interim, as haste was necessary in order to get the materlal

before the government prohibited the sale. The Helse Electric

Shop gave an estimate for eight fixtures with lamps, the wiring,
jnstallation, etc. at $300. This wasconfirmed. Also, the walls
and ceiling in the room were to be painted.

On motion, adjourned.

W\ g TSI —

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
June 26, 1942

Present: Messrs., Knuth, Imboden, Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Buckne:
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on flle.
lisk of
On motion, theinew books recommended by the Book committee

was passed.
The subject of the transferal of $500 from the book budget

to salaries was brought up for consideration, but no action could

be taken because not a quarum was present. This would allow an in-

crease to nine of staff members whose salaries were not railsed with

the rest in the budget passed in April. The book fund would be the

came &as last year.

"Macon County Marriage Records,

Several volumes of typed
Court of

1829-1880} and the "Record of the County Commis&éloners,
Mecon County, 1829-1840" were displayed. The work which was done

by the Historical Records Survey from county records, was pald for
by the Macon County Historical Soclety, which sponsored it, when

. Borchers was president.

I"II' ° A i
letter from A. E. Weise, retired janitor at Evans branch,

A
read in which he expressed appreclation for galary received when
s

va
he was i1l.
pi1ls to the gmount of $3,756.34 were approved by the Fi-
Mrs. Evans acted on the committee
nd ordered paid.
nance committee a

this meetinge
for ard members visited the Catalog

journment the bo

After ad
rovement gince the walls were painted and

room to see the great 1mp

fluorescent lights installedo

On motion, adjourned.
! k 4
:$§\QNU“*Q/ SKQFSES;QQ~J gecretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
July 31, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Mrs. Evans and Mrs.

Buckner. Consent to pass the regular bills was given by

Mrs. Garmane.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motlon approved

and ordered placed on file.

A report was made on progress on repairs and improve-
ments at Evans branch. New shades are to be purchased.
Bills to the amount of $3,950.46 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid. Mrs. Evans acted on the com-

mittee for this meellng.

on motion, adjourned.

W35 O~

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
August 28, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Mueller, Borchers, Mrs. Evans,
Mrs. Garman and Mrs. Buckner.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
Unfinished business: The question of transferring $500

m the book budget to the salaries budget, which was postponed
This would permit an

fro
until a quorum was present, was discussed.

increase to nine members of the staff whose galaries were not

raised with the rest when the budget was passed in April. It would

1eave the books fund $6,500,- the game as 1t had been the previous

year. On motion of Mrs, Evans, seconded by Mr. Mueller, this trans-

fer was recommended. Passed on roll call. On motion of Mr. Mueller,

geconded by Mrs. Garman, each of the nine staff members was to have

en increase of five dollars a month, retroactive from May,- the first

h of the library year 1942-43,

Further unfinished business:
Borchere reported at the Board meeting ,

Passed unanimously.

mont
The early records of Macon

nty, about which Mr.

ry 1940, are now completed and are the property of the Macon
Janualy,

county Historlca

1 Society. Mr. Borchers recommended that the li-

t consisting of "Macon County Marriage Records,

3x volumes and "Record of the County Commissioners of
g1x

19 May 1829
the price of $

-1900"
1829-19 ’ n for $50.,00. On motion of Mrs, Evans,

the County of Macon,
Borchers,

25,00 was agreed upon and

seconded by Mre

passed by all Present°
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Mention was made of the small table in the children's
room given by Decatur teachers as a memorial to Sarah Mark
Imboden, for many years supervisor of the elementary grades.
The table, which 1is appropriately inscrilbed, is revolving, with
a shelf below and will be used for books given in memory of de-

ceased teachers.

Oon motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mrs. Garman,

the 1ist of new books recommended by the Book committee, was

passed.

On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mrs. Buckner,
bills to the amount of $3,317.69 were ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.

Moo e U

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
September 25, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Valentine, Woodcock,
Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Garman and Miss Riggs. Messggs. Valentine and
Woodcock are newly appointed members, Miss Riggs was reappointed.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved
and ordered placed on file.

Oon motion of Miss Riggs,seconded by Mr. Imboden , the
present officers were reelected for the coming year.

Oon motion of Mr. Imboden, seconded by Mrs. Garman,
bills to the amount of $3,329.18 were approved and ordered paid.

Mention was made of the death of Ernest Cowgill janitor

at Evans Branch, on September 1. The new janitor is J. E. Prossor.

On motion, adjourned.

Moo DAl

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
October 30, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Valentine,
Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Garman and Miss Rlggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motlon approved
and ordered placed on file.

on motion of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mrs. Garman, the
118t of new books recommended by the Book committee, was ordered
purchased.

On motion of Mrs. Evans,, seconded by Mrs. Garman, bills
to the amount of $3470.16 were ordered paid. These bills included
the periodical: gubscriptions for 1943, which was given to the

Hanson-BennetiMagazine Agency of Chicago, whose bld was $626.10.

A reportj%lans to date was made by Miss Oakes, for the
Committee 1in charge of the Fiftieth anniversary Dinner to he
given in honor of Miegs Dill, November 13, 1942.
on motion, adjourned.

YL \
MQ\A@V.,

Secretary, pro tem.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
November 27, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Valentine, Woodcock,

Mrs. Evans and lrs. Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file,

On motion of Mrs. Evans, gseconded by Mr. Imboden,

gslary payments for December would be made in two installments,
as has been done in previous years. As the next regular meet-

ing would come on Christmas day it was declded %o have the

meeting on Tuvesday, December 29, at the usual houre.

Miss Dill expressed appreciation for the honor paild

her in the delightful dinner on November 13, in the Decatur Club,

n in recognition of her fifty years of serv

d carried out by the Board of Trustees and Staff,

give jce in the library.

1t wae planned an

and was attended by 260 peopl
glers from Illinois cities who were old friends.

e~ thirty of these were librarians

and book de

The table gecorationsof gold and bronze chrysamthemums and candles

and the program
Asst. State Libravian
Mise Helene H. Rogers,was, speaker of the evening.

ere 1ovely, wes interesting. Mayor Lee acted as
w

toactmaster and
alks were also I

gity of I1linoils,
v. Elmer Freed offered the prayer and Miss Velda

ade by Mr. P.L. Windsor and Miss Anne Boyd,

short ©
and Miss Eugenia Allin and Mr.

of the Univer

PoWETS e Re

1018t. AP
jven Miss pill,

ward
Ea urse of nearly four hundred dollars from

gerber wag 80
eople was &
¢ the Board.

11 aieplayed

1l.ed with 1
g cards and telegrams received from friends
]

the presentation made by Mr. Knuth,

president ©O
miss Di

a few of the lovely gifts she recelved.

owers, and of the one hundred or

and told of her homeé fi
more congratulatory letter

all over the countrye.
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Bille to the amount of $2,719.44 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid.

On motion, adjourned

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
December 29, 1942

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Woodcock, Valentine,

Mueller, lMrs. Evans and I'rs. Buckner,

The meeting had been postponed because last Friday

was Christmas.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.

on motion, the new books recommended by the Book com-

mittee were ordered purchased.

Mre. Evans proposed that the Board does something ahout

opening another branch. The subject was discussed by all members.

e fund which has been accumulating for a

p in a rented building;

Some suggested that th

branch bullding, be used now to start u

g felt that we should be sure of & large enough appropriation

other
to support a branch, after thie fund was exhausted. It was men-
oned that the Illinois library la

m the library tax rate of 1 2/10 mills may be raised

£1 w was amended in 1941, and that

by referendu

to two millB. No action was taken.

on motion of Mr. Woodcock, seconded by Mrs. Evans, bills

901 .83 were approved and ordered pald.

to the amount of $2,

adjourned.

Mo DU

gecyvetary.

on motlon,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
January 29, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Woodcock, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Garman, and Mrs. Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.

On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Woodcock, the
new books recommended by the Book committee were ordered purchased.

The Report of the City Comptroller, John A, Barr, was
read which shows the balance due the Library fund to be $15,186.83.

Unfinished business- increase of the 1library levy to

two mills, on referendum vote, according to the Illinois library

1aw ammended in 194l. On motion of Mr. Imboden, seconded by

Mrs. Buckner, a committee consisting of Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans and

Miss Dill.amm§to consult the Corporation counsel about this. Passed.

Mention was made of the 1943 Victory Book Campalgn in

nce January Se Books are being collected at fifty or

progress 61
wn and at the library where all books will be

more centers over to
and packed for shippin
Money also 18 accepted at the library and placed in

b ught g according to directions from state
ro ’

neadquarterse

on motion O

t of $2866.08 ¥

g used 1in World War I.

th
£ Mrs. Garman, gseconded by Mrs. Evans, bllls

ere approved and ordered paid.
to the amoun

adjourned.
N & P —

gecretary.

on motion,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
February 26, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Woodcock, Valentine, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Garman, Mrs. Buckner and Miss Riggs.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motlon approved

and ordered placed on flle.
Unfinished business,- Report of the Committee regardlng

and increase of the library levy to two mills, on referendum

vote. Mr. Knuth, Mrs. Evans and Miss Dill consulted Mr. Mills,

corporation counsel, who did not seem very enthusiastic about 1it.

Thought 1t would stand a better chance of passing at a speclal

election than general one.

bPill
Miss, telephoned Mayor Lee about this.

gested that we endeavor to get the

He did not defi-

nitely commit himself but sug

reaction of different groups before there 1s any publicity.

The subject was discussed at length. A committee consisting

of Messrs. Knuth, Valentine and Woodcock was to look into the

matter further and report.

On motion of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mr. Woodcock, bills

to the amount $2696.76 were approved and ordered pald. Mr.

ock acted on the committee for thls meeting.

woodc

adjourned
SQT\JQVVUQJL/"‘\$§S‘ ggﬁSijL//’

gecretarye.

On motion,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
March 26, 1943

Present: Messrs Knuth, Imboden, Woodcock, Mrs. Evans

and Mrs., Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file,

Unfinished business- Mr., Woodcock reported briefly
for the Committee regarding the two mills library tax levy,
saying 1t was generally thought better to have this voted upon
at a special election, besides 1t was too late for the general

election. Those he had talked with seemed in favor of the in-

crease for the library.

On motion, the new books recommended by the Book

committee were ordered purchased.

Library bills known as H.B.11l7, 118, & 119 were men-

tioned briefly. Two are ammendments clarifying the law. These

bills will not 1lncrease any taxes, and are merely permissive

B
1egislation providing a legal basis forﬂgibrary in any section

of the state. The librarian has written the Hon. Dan Dinneen,
gking his support of these bills and he came to say they had

a

passed 2 third rea

ge of Representatives.
report on the result to date of the V.B.C in Decatur

ding and he believed they would be passed by

the Hou

A
3,000 booke collected at the library and

ee theseé estimates:
gent; $500 recel

ctor of the drive,
ge Army Air Fleld, at Lawrenceville,

ey ved and more promised. Mr. Ralph E,

more to be wrote asking us to send 500

McCoy, state dire

of our best books 1O Geor

Illinois. He also suggests that we use some of our money to
° e a ;
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purchase special technical books and foreign language texts.
Letters had been received by the president and 1li-
brarian from the Chicago and St. Louls librarians, regarding
Reglonal Institutes on Post War planning, and Library and
Adult education. The Chicago meeting will be held April 3-4
and the St. Louls one April 6-7. Librarians and trustees are
urged to attend one or the other of these. On motion of
Mr. Imboden, seconded by Mrs. Evans, the librarian or some
member of the staff was to represent the library in either of

these pleces, wlth expenses pald. Because of war conditions
there will be no other state or regilonal conference this year.

It has been found that the balance in the Heat budget
1 but $42.13 which will not be enough for the April bill,
the last to be received during this flscal year. The balance
in Repalrs 18 $821.09. Tt was suggested that $150 be trans-

ed from this fund to Heat. On motion of Mrs. Evans seconded

ferr

by Mr. Woodcock this was passed on roll call.

Bille to the amount of $2959.88 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

on, adjourned.

Secretary.

cn motl



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
April 30, 1943

Present: Messrs, Knuth, Imboden, Miss Rlggs, Mrs. Evans

and Mrs., Buckner.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved and

ordered placed on flle,
Unfinished business- Nothing further had been done re-

garding a referendum vote to increase the tax levy from one and

two-tenths mills to two mills on the dollar. Other Illinois citles

have voted this increase- some at the spring elections. It had the

support of educational and civic organizations in those cities- why

not in Decatur? Mr. Knuth said the committee was not dlscharged

uld be urged to see the new cilty administration and get 1ts

and wo
gsupport.

Oon motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Mr. Imbodan, $1269.60
received’this year in back taxee, was to be transferred to the

R CE R GRS
special 14brary account in the Savings department. Passed on roll

call. With $16.13 left 1n the savings department, thils would make

$1285075¢
Bonds - Series
. Mr. Imbo

on motion of Mrs. Buckner, seconded by Mrs. Evans, more

y F - were to be purchased from this fund. Passed

ar

by roll Call °
The 1

den was to transact the business.

1brary pudge?t for 1943-1944 was submitted and discussed.

Evans, geconded by Mr. Imboden the budget was a-

on roll calle
reases under present war rulings

on motion of Mree
resented,

¢ the salary 1nc
t the opinion of the new Comporation counsel,

As there was some uncertainty as

dopted a8 P

to the legallty O

the secretary was 50 E°

Byron Merri The increaseés would begin with the new library year
18,

in May,
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On motion of Mr. Imboden, seconded by Mrs. Evans the
gsecretary was to inform the Clty Council that the Library Board
requested the maximum tax levy of one and two-tenths mills on
the dollar for regular library operating expenses for next year.

Mention was made of some necessary repairs, improvements
and prjuchases in the next year, for which amounts have been bud-
geted.

A brief report of the Institute for Post War Planning,
held in St. Louis April 6-7, was read from notes furnlshed by Miss
Oakes who was sent to represent our library. One of the chief
speakers stated that libraries should be more militant by going out
and doing things; another said that libraries must carry library
service out to the people in order to reach laboring people.

Tt was mentioned that there would be no regular meeting

in May but that the Finance committee would pass the bilis, and the

dent sign the checks.  No exact time was set for the annual

presl
ould be between May 12 and 14, as the Report must

meeting but it sh
reach the Mayor by the 15th,
pi1ls to the amount of $§2536.95 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered palde

on motion, ad journed

gecretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
May 14, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Mueller and Valentine,
Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Garman and Mrs. Buckner.

The meeting was called to hear the reading of the Annual
Report for the year ending April 30, 1943. On motion, the report
was accepted and signed by members present. Mr. Merris, eorpora-
tion counsel, gave his sanction to the increase in salariles,
voted by the Board at the April meeting.

Redecoration of the walls of the entire main floor was
to be taken over by the Bullding and grounds comnittee.

Mention was agaln made about the increased levy to
two mills by a referendum vote, and that it had recently been
passed in %hke Lincoln, Illinois. Our committee was supposed to

be active.

Oon motion, adj)ourned.

Whowsi %, T~

Secvetary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
June 25, 1943

Present: Mr. Imboden and Mrs. Evans. Consent was glven
by absent members to pass the regular bllls. Mrs. Evans acted
as president and signed the checks.,

Reading of the Minutes and the Librarian's report was.

omitted.

The 1ist of new books was ordered purchased.

Mr. Myer's bid for $230 for washing all the walls on
the main floor, except the stackroom, was accepted by the
Building committee,- Mr. Tuboden and Mrs. Buckner- with Mr. Evans

agreeing. The job was to be done early in July.
Mention was made of the death of Mrs. Stuart, Mrs.

Garman's mother, and of Kenneth Schoby, the husband of Vera Schoby

who 1is acting children's librarlan.
B111ls to the amount of $2925.57 were approved and ordered

pald.

on motion, ad journed.

N e

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
July 30,1943

Present: Messrs., Knuth and Imboden, Mrs. Evans and

Mrs. Garman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
Unfinished business: It was found that washing the

walls of the rooms on the main floor was not sufficient (after

a period of elght years since last painted). Mr. Myerts bid

of $290,00 for painting the walls was accepted by the Bullding

committee, after consultation with Mr. Knuth.
New business: On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by

Mrs. Garman the radiators were to be bronzed in the rooms re-

cently painted, and the front door refinished. Mr. Myer was to

do this work,
| On motion of Mrs. Garman, seconded by Mrs. Evans, blds

for palnting the walls and ceiling in the stack room were to be

gubmitted by
1t was mentioned that the Mayor had not made his ap-

two or three firms,

pointments on the Library Board, and that Wayne Woodcock, ap-

pointed Just 12

ubmitted the nam

1ibrarian had talk
pointments or reappointments of the three mem-

gt year, had resigned and that the Trades Assembly

e of another man to represent them on the
had 8

Board. The

o terms have €XD

ed with the Mayor regarding thils

ired. 014 members hold over until this

bers whos

is done.
Karraker of the Illinois

re read from Mree

Letters W€
t efforts were being made here regarding

State Library, asking wha
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the increase of the library tax rate to two mills. Also a
letter from Miss Kent, librarian of the Vespasian Warner ll-
brary of Clinton, telling how that city carried out a suc-
cessful election for this much-needed increase in tax levy
for library onurposes.

We have asgreat need for an lncreased levy as had
the many Illinois cities which have already taken advantage of
the law, Decatur should make the effort soon, as not only
needed now but ehould have more for post-war planning for which
we were asked to submit estimates.

Bills to the amount of $3435.16 were approved by the

Finance commlittee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned

Secretary.



Called Meeting of the Library Board
August 14, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Mrs, Evans,
Mrs. Buckner and Mrs., Garman.

The purpose of the meeting was to open the bids
for painting the stack room walls and celling, and to let
the contract, The following firms bid:

Myer & Son for $268,49
Henry W. Kroger " 215,00

J.J., Bwartz who was asked to submit a bid sald he
was too busy to do the work at the time specified. On motion
of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mrs. Garman, Mr. Kroger's bid was

accepted and the work was %o be done before school opened.

Mrs., Buckner went on record as having deslired two
coats of paint on the recent job of painting and, in the dis-
cussion that followed, 1t was decided that to be uniform the

stack room (except ceiling) would have but one coat,

Oon motion, adjourned.

Secretary.




Regular Meeting of the Library Board
August 27, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth and Imboden, Miss Riggs,
Mrs. Evans, and Mrs. Buckner, and Mrs. Garman.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librearian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

On motion, the new books recommended by the Book

combhittee were ordered purchaeed.
On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by Miss Riggs,

bills to the amount of $3476.22 were approved and ordered

paid.
Mention was made of Mr, Valentine's illness and

a plant or flowers was to be sent to him from the trustees

present at the meeting,

On motion, adjourned.

M7 T

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
Septembér 24,1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden and Valentine

Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Buckner and Mrs. Garman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved. :

The librarian's report was read, on motion

approved and ordered placed on file.

Bills to the amount of $2888.68 were approved

by the Finance committee and ordered pald.

Mr. Valentine announced that he had been ap-
pointed to the Office of Foreilgn Rellief and Rehabilitation
Operations, and was leaving the city immediately.

On motion, adjourned.

Naeld O W omgner

Acting secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
October 29, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, Mrs. Evans and
Mrs., German.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved
and ordered placed on file.

On motion of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mrs. Garman,
the list of new books recommended by the Book Committee were

ordered purchased.

Tt was mentioned that Discussion Clinics on post-war
planning were being held in eight clitlies in the State:. the
places nearest us being Peoria, Jacksonville and Urbana.

Board and staff members had been notified,

Oon motion of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mr. Imboden,
bills to the amount of $3619.44 were approved and ordered pald.
These billls sncluded the periodical subscriptions for 1944,
which was given to the Hanson-Bennett Magazine Agency of

chicago, whose bid was $646.50.

On motion, adjourned.
W & P

Secretary



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
November 25, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Imboden, and Nalefski,
Mrs. Evans and Mrs, Garman. Mr, Nalefskl, a new member
who takes Mr, Mueller's place was recently appointed by the
Mayor, at the same time he appointed Mr. Jacob F. Hanes,
who tekes Mr., Woodcock's unexpired term, and reappolnted
Mr. Knuth and Mrs. Garman. Their terms of 6ffice will ex-
pire in June 1946, as thelr appointments were flve months. late,

with the exception of Mr, Hanes, whose term will expire 1in

June 1945,
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on flle.

On motion, the new books recommended by the Book

committee were ordered purchased.

On motion of Mrs. Garman, eseconded by Mrs. Evans
the present officers,- Mr. Knuth, president and Miss Dill,

gecretary, were reelected for the coming year.

Miss Dill reported the resignation of Mlss

Charlotte Oekes, assistant cataloger, to take effect December 18.

She has accepted the position of head cataloger in the Universlity
e

Redlands 1ibrary, Redlands, California. Miss Oakes has been
of he

r eight years, She was here three years

on the 1ibrary gtaff fo
ation department following her graduation from

the circul
1 reity. ghe resigned to teke a course in

es Millikin Unive
k in the Univer

of Library Scie
gtent cataloger

J
an g1ty of Michigan and was graduated

library wor
y nce, June 1938. BShe accepted

from the School
here. Her work and

the position of assi



November 25, 1943 ---- 2

relatlions with the public and staff have been highly satis-
factory and we regret her leaving very much. Her new work will
be an advance and change in type of work. On motion of Mrse.
Evans, seconded by Mr, Imboden, Mr. Knuth was asked to write
a letter of appreciation to Miss Oakes,

Mention was made of the annual dinner meeting of
the Assoclation of Commerce, December 7, in the Masonic Temple,
when future plans of various organizations will be announced.
It was suggested that the public llbrary should be included
to present some of its outstanding plans for consideration.

Tentative plans for improvements and expansion of the library

in the post-war period had been discussed with representatives

of the National Resources Planning Board, early in 1942, In

cboperabion with thie Board, & six-year public improvement
program had been worked out by the librarisn and assistant 11-

brarian, and Mr. Knuth had met with some of the men engaged 1in

compiling the data., The library was given one copy of this

record and another was to be deposlted 1n the County Bullding.

It was decided to have Mr, Knuth represent the library. and,

on motion of Mrs. Evans seconded by Mr. Imboden, the library

to pay for three tickets to the dinner, for Mr. and Mrs.
was

and Mi 88 Dill °

on motion of Mrs.
t of $#0513.25 were approved and ordered pald.

Knuth
Garman seconded by Mrs. Evans,

p11le to the amoun

on motion, adjourned.

Momsdo & T

Secretary.,



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
December 31, 1943

Present: Messrs. Knuth, Hanes, and Mrs. Garman.

bl
Consent to pass the regularAﬁhe given by Mrs. Evans,

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

The new books recommended by the librarian were to

be purchased.
It was reported that George Rogers, Janitor since

June, was leaving to return to his previous job at a much

larger salary. Also, S. F. Hiser who has been Janitor for

about ten years had offers of more pay and might leave. It

was recomended that Mr. Hiser be increased to $125.00 begin-

ning January 1, 1944. The members present agreed that Mr.

Hiser be given this salary with the approval of the majority

of the Board. A second janitor was to be obtained ae soon as

possible, at the same salary Mr. Rogers had, $90.00 per month.

Mention wase made that Mr. Knuth as president of the
Board, represented the library on the program at the annual

r of the Association of Commerce held in the Masonloc

dinne
T le pecember 7. The genmeral theme of the meeting was
empLc,

ntpecatur looks f
yere briefly out

orward." The public library's plans and

a l1ined.
ceds
" nt of $2846.80 were approved by the

Bl
31d. Vouchere were to be signed

Secretary&Jlﬁv‘"*‘

Finance committe

, by Mr. Imboden.

On motion,adjourned. ) '



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
January 29, 1944 |

Present: Messrs Knuth, Imboden, Hanes and Mrs. Evans.

Consent to pass the regular bllls was given by Mrs. Buckner and

Mrs. Garman.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

Unfinished business: The salary of 8. F. Hiser,
head janitor, which was increased to $125.00 per month by the
three members present at the last meeting, was,.on motion of
Mr. Imboden and seconded by Mr. Hanes, approved by the Board.

It was mentloned that August Lischewski had been

given the place of George Rogeré, resigned, as second Janitor

at the salary of $90,00 per month.
On motion the new books recommended by the Book

committee were ordered purchased.
The siibject of an increased tax rate levy to two

mills on referendum vote was discussed. Letterse were read

from the 1ibrarians of Clinton and Paris and ths State library.

f these favored a speclal election as the surest way of

All o
gs for the passing of the measure. The P-T.A. which al-

gucce

perates with the l1ibrary and knew of the plan for in-

8 coo

wa
y ort for the 1ibrary, asked for a letter regarding it.
P

creased sup
o Mrs. Reuben Judge, president of the Council

was sent ©
This Jenuary 11, and endorsed with

eeting,

the m
na was read at
ane v 1 election. Services of the Association

on of & specld

recommendatil
ha during an elect

ion were offered.
to help. before &
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Mr. Knuth recommended that preliminary to presenting
the matter to the Mayor and Commissioners a committee of the
lawyer-husbands of our three women members,- Mrs. Evans,

Mrs., Garman and Mrs. Buckner, be asked to pass on the legal
phases of the election. On motion of Mrs. Evans, seconded by

Mr. Hanes, Mr. Imboden was asked to contact these three men

and get their consent.

Bills to amount of $3085.38 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.

My L

Secretary.



Reguler Meeting of the Library Board
February 25, 1944

Present:Messrs. Knuth and Nalefski, Mrs. Evans,

Mrs. Garman and Miss Riggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.

Unfinished bueiness: Mr. Knuth reported his talk with
Mr. Merris, corporation counsel, regarding a speclal election
and the number of polling places required. After consideration
Mr. Merris reported back that it was not necessary to have as

many as at regular electlons but that the Council would deslignate

the number and places where election would be held.

A discussion followed with the suggestion that a com-

mittee of the Board members present the proposition to Mayor

Hedrick. It was felt that some definite move should be made by

Board hefore March 14, when the City Council P-T.A. will have

jte next meeting and, as the organizatlon has pledged support

and active cooperation 1n the campalgn to get an increased tax

levy, the pr
lans of the Librar

A letter from the
rding the guccessful election held there on the

esident, Mrs. Judge, has called to find out about the

y Board to be able to report at the meeting,

p
president of the Waukegan Public

Library, reeé
reased 1evy of T
It was reporte

wo mills, was read.

inc
4 that the torrentlal rain last night

y books on the balcony stack. This ls a new

had damaged manl
ne and must have lmmediate attentlon.

leak ang a very bad ©
ment was made about the Chicago Regional Insti-
Announceé

y the T11inois, Indfana and Wisconsin library

tute, sponsored b

=D
assoclations, to be held March 4
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Bills to the amount of $3082.12 were approved

by the Finance committee and ordered pald.

On motion, adjourned.

RS T

Secretary.



Special Meetings in February and March, 1944

Called Meeting, February 28, 1944,

Present: Mr. Knuth and Mrs. Evans of the Board and
Messrs, Buckner, Evans and Garman who had kindly consented
to give their opinions regarding the legal points of the pro-
posed speclal electlon for an increase of the library tax
rate from one and two-tenths to two mills. They recommended

that after the Corporation Counsel wes consulted, the consent

of the Mayor be obtalned.

Appointment at Mayor Hedrick's Office, March 11, 1944.
Present: Messrs., Knuth and Nalefski, Mrs. Evang and
Miss Dill. Mr. Knuth presented the needs of the library and
asked for a special election. This was discussed by others,
and the Mayor said the proposition would have to come before
the whole Council at a date to be set. Later in telephone
convefsation with Mrs. Evans and Mr. Knuth, the Mayor sald 1t
would be necessary to know how many people wanted this tax

levy in order to call for a speclal electlion. He suggested
having petitions signed by a sufficlent number of legal voters

to Justify 1to.

committee Meeting Called By Mr. Knuth, March 23, 1944.

of the three lawyers who have been giving sadvice

t at this time. He made
n was able to be presen .
only Mre. Garma

good suggestio
put across the

ns as to the organization and publicity
many

. needed to

jnforpation to legal voters and create
ibrary tax rate to two mills;
rease in the 1 .
& desire for this 1nc
th x the 1ibrary and thelr friends would have to do to carry
€ wor. e
election. He thought the amount

thie proposed measure at an



Special Meetings, February & March 1944 —-- 2

asked was not excessive and that the library had sufficient
reason for asking and expecting that increase., Mr. Garman

wrote the heading for a petition which he thought should have

5,000 gignatures.

Committee of Trusteee Called By Mr. Knuth
March 27, 1944

Present: Mrg, Knuth, Mrs. Evans and Mrs. Garman.

Mr. Knuth asked Mrs. Garman to serve as head of the publicity,
and Mrs. Evans to be in charge of getting the petitions circu-
lated.

It was planned to get out a small information folder
stating the needs of the 1library and the objective of the 1in-
creased library tax rate which would give more library service
to all parts of the City. These to be used by the people who
ons, and for other publicity. Newspapers

circulate petiti
would be asked to help with fuller publicity later.

W 85 T~

Secretary.



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
March 31, 1944

Present: Mr. Knuth, Mre. Evans, Mrs. Garman and

Miss Riggs.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
Reports of special meetings on February 28, March 11, 23, and 27

relative to the proposed speclal election, petitions, etc. were

read.
The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
Unfinished business: Petitions had been mimeographed

and those taken by Board members were numbered consecutively in
order to keep account of all returned. The brief publicity story

suggested by Miss Adele Murphy was passed around and turned over

to Miss Riggs for a few additionse. geveral hundred of these were

to be mimeographed for use of those circulating the petitions.

Oon motion the new books recommended by the Book come

mittee were ordered purchased.

A letter from Mayor Hedrick was read and an anonymous

pogt card which he enclosed, asking that the library be kept open

n Sunday afternoons and holidays. The Mayor suggested that the
0

jan get in touc

committee,

r and met Mre
e Committee felt that there was not enough

h with the chairman of the Wartime Manpower

librar
Mr. W. C. Van Lav. Mise Dill acknowledged

Recruitment
1g lette

Van Lawe His letter after die-

the Mayor
e

cussingpp
n the moment to make any recommendation,

r pressure at

information O
sent hours until such interest

keep your preé

and that you might
a feel JUStified in making the necessary

developed that you coul
e members present seemed favorable

change'., The majority of th
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to the idea of Sunday hours but no definite action was taken.
A copy of Mr, Van Law's letter was to be enclosed in a reply
to the Mayor, and the subject considered further.

It was reported that the Dennis Roofing Company had
been employed to repair all the roof including the skylight-
as completely as possible to avoid a repetition of the damage
to books as was done 1n the downpour of February 24.

The walls in the chilldren's and catalog rooms were to
be washed this years. Consent to go ahead was glven.

It was announced that Miss Marjorie Grow, general as-
sistant since 1941, had resigned and been inducted in the WAVES.

Her position is not yet filled.
Bille to the amount of $2,961.77 were approved by the

Finance committee and ordered paid.

On motion, adjourned.
Mot & DL

Secretary.

esent and read the Reports and took down the Minutes,

Miss Waygzlzazagra glight head injury just befbre the meeting began.
as Miss



Regular Meeting of the Library Board
April 28, 1944

Present: Messrs, Knuth, Nalefski, Mrs. Evans, Mrse.

Buckner and Mrs. Garman.,

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The librarian's report was read, on motion approved

and ordered placed on file.
The report of the Comptroller regarding library fi-

nances was read. This stated the amount of taxes of 1941 and prior

years due the library was #1,125.45, On motion of Mr. Nalefski,

gseconded by Mrs. Evans, this amount together with $2,378.34 of

of fines, etco. making a total of $Q§05.79 was to be transferred to

the special building account in the savings department of the bank.

More wer bonds 1in geries F were to be purchased with this. Mro
Imboden would be asked to transact the business. This passed on

roll call. _

The library budget for 1944-45 was submitted and dis-
s

cussed. Thiskbased on the full amount the 1ibrary receives of 1 2/10

nills on the dollar. The items are almost identical with last year's

Balances which seem large are because of -outstanding orders

pudget.
d not be £111ed in the current library year. Salaries of

which coul
n the jower and middle brackets were inocreased com-

all the Btaff i

te with thelr
on motion of Mrs.

education, training, experience, and value to

nsura
me Evans, seconded by Mrs. Garman, the

the 11brary °
d as presented, on roll call.

pudget was adopte
on motion ©

£ Mrso Garman, seconded by Mr. Nalefski, the

o inform the City Council that the Library

secretary was instructed ¥
1evy of one and two-tenthe mills for

Board requested the maximun tax
ear
regular operating expenses gor next ¥ °
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It was reported that the total number of signatures on
petitions requesting a special electilon asking for anincrease in the
library tax rate to two mills, was 3,179 wilth more groups to be heard

from, These petitions were to be presented to the City Council and

Mr. Knuth would make the arrangements. There was a discussion on
methods of publicity, and Miss Dill was to consult Mr. H.C. Schaub as
to the best means of advertising the library during an electlon.

Mention was made of the special election held in Jackson-

ville, March 4y, which resulted in favor of the increase for that

1ibrary. Petitions were not required there., It was announceithat

¥r. Ho C. Schaub, a former Board member, gave the library a check for
$26.,00 to be used for a book or books that the library might not feel

able to purchase. On motion, the secretary was to acknowledge this
generous gift,

Reference was made of the death of Miss Alice S. Tyler, of
Cleveland, on April 18, Miss Tyler, who had reached the top in the

1ibrary professlon, being dean emeritus of Western Reserve Libréiry

School, and one of the few women who had been president of the Amerl-

can Library Association,

o's in this 1librarye.
there will be no regular meeting 1n May, but the

was & Decatur woman and began her career in

the 8

A8 usual»
to be pasaed on by the Finance committee and the checks
ls are

bil
the president. The annual meeting should be held before
signed by
gn the Annual report must reach the Mayor by that date.
May 15, a8
i ’ 3.31 were approved by the Finanee

o the amount of 43,10

Bills ¥
Mre. Evans acted on the Committee for this

committee ana ordered paide

d.
meeting, on motion, adjourne

Mo e R

gecretary.



