
Re+s',er-oi C.+l-B,ul}4ipg. . ..

!*,aecn Cor:n;y iis:::i':el 3oordinating Council

Ad.drepqt Transfer Es-:se - e€r-€r oi -1ncoi:r Souare.
.t

date of oriFiaal ccns:=::tim: Jlenal icr use Febrpary .2A, l.896,

Name of qf1^8]4?f--?^::=t i:"'; ::- leca---=r . -

History: 1892'
L89(, -

. '.1962 -

$=:1 +.?a--ea?: s-13.-ui-o!! in the middle of Lincoln Square.
i^----! ^:r- .=:--lnffif,e Transfer House.
Ji:;- I;'::-:1i votesi tc :enove the Transfer House from
-{---:a i.-.,=.=a- ani i,: iurn it qver to the i']ark Dis-

/- - s Ir-i ^- j - .^. t ( Z---i- t4 e,rtlale'r 5ee, na'fati"" AtL'tc=': 1j'r7':t::a a:'
::Y- \/ - --/t -
, -,',.1r1 rh7 : io*v Coastruetion'Conpany will nove the\-.
T-=:=ie= I::::e io'Central Park, construct a new f1oor,

tg62 -

l=as= i: a ti=inal fee wlth option to rener
h--:=e s -li +une Downtom Deeatur Counci-I as

-r }.i:=ra-;: ca eenter.

as a trans-

10-yea.r
ri (-se=r
*w ) Je-

5n A_ ?' ^a

:' N.rEr r:#i;-=?;;";r :+il:":::""3ih33'i!l=;==;::-
xln:ors

: :=1'::'=;.-=:';:"iT.i.;1. ;=:=;i"il,===-:==:;'=n=
-^-a^ 

- -
HA11S

" One ners cllpping stated.r --"It ls a;;ci:::a:: -"?'?-- -'r1 l:a:s-
fer HOUse, a Deca'u,:r fanamak, b lOCaied..Oa l:e:--::'s ::''- l:-*='--:ri;=='-
nark ![aII ." I

See attached- ner*spllpping for a 1x'r-':=: =evi=r ci =:l: :j :re
controversXr surroUnding the Transfer }Iouse. over --he lio-z:s.

Also, see the public school dittoed. slorJr of --::: I::--'l:= ii:'-:ser
the story d.esigned. for use with an early picture oi l=:sl-l 3:--e.

:

Two clippings from 1)Z) ate quoted beicr:
{rleslin Hell I

"Rece ihe t==sfe=:c'.Ee re-
nind.s sone of the oId tiners around Deeatur +-hat unde=nea--i ::: l=ansfer
i{ouse there is an artesian r*e}l, 110 feet deep, that used' --o s::;i:15 ::re

thirsty publie i"rith fine, cold water. /^ _ _,:_\(5ee reverse s:::/

Present owner's namel City of Decatur
Lease<i to the Doxntorn Decatur Councll
for office sPaceo
Ad-d.ress - #I Centl'3f Park 8ast.



4:-s:q4 ieLl Is Underneath Ci',,y Transfer House Cont'd.
"fhat ras before- any tra.nsfer house ad.orned. the iquaie, There

Here three a:lnring fountains there. They were operated by a hyCraulic ran,
a contril'ar.ce --h=*-- xorked- autcnatically af+-er belng gtven a start. The
only o."he= nJ.t:a::-ic ram in Decatur -*as in one of the[mboden springs,

"J:--3 3li-11ey said Fblia;' noraing that the old we]1 is still un-
der the --:a.si:: i.ouse, never havj-r.: ::er fill-ed up when the bullding was
erect=d,, ali -.nz-" -.ne nachinery rs neyer taken out of the wel-L."

-:-:l:= I l-_U:S;. OU,

"I:-e --:trsfer house r- bse:i a s:ilcej of'bbirireat Sveif'year for
years at; 3a3a= ]=ar i,na pecp}g s=rved. ihels have been in the malority. It
serves - 3 ;::r-fe: s',a-'ionr g:vi-ng safety to those rho change cars there
by reaec=:f a"-ji1c-r:iag cn *-h= ou--sid.e of the traeks...0hai1es l,aux,
xs: b':i-Ii :c: 3t,.liiceci-as i{otei, s--aried the novement for the transfer
ho-e. Ie x=-.: --:.see iien:;r Baci;ach, founder of the Bachraeh Store, and
--:'i: s:::sgrip:ior l-ls; r"- srar:ei :or $2000.00. Those xho subscribed that
he -;a:siai nors: -1c-: ce -or:i; in i895 are as follorsl

$500. oo
L25.00
125,44
125.44
t25,CA
l.25.40
t25,40
725.40
100.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

. 50.00

.50.oo
,0.00
59:oo
50.00

Enough o-uh=:s con'.:ibu-,ed iesser amounts to equal $3r080.S+.

three cents 
-16js-{nd.r. 

iira -tsodnt -CollectddJ) - ''

'.)i:y E; ecr.ric ;ailway Co.
Hc:ehcuse € ifeiis Co.
l. .i. ia:z:isen & Son
.i, ia:z i lc.
i1- & Scm=€s
r^-=: -V5 j-r<.tlI.

-{e:ry Jace:-+ch
i:r:ry Llon
5at,ie:^al tsan-< of Deeatur
i. li:r.iiii.n & Co.
f . f. Sr.rsher
ii. Seirla'udenan
A. RotMuss
C. O. Young
Citizens .Nptionat Baak
I{rs. Carollne Pgrers
OrianCc Porers
U. Sleinbach
tn. T:avar
Jeirn Uiiricir
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Decatur, Illinois, Wednesday, November 21'DE'{ILR, [LC\O[S, TUq

Out ortlre [oleand readyb roll... Hi

:

o br Rob€rt E. Strongmar

lt'l e-r- {A I ( 7-

Planks were used to tilt the stru;tu'e unier
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= RlrSialI photo by Robert Il. Strongna!

Easing down East Main Street , . .
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Brought1q52
$llsnir,i ^':' '-..- &)r*a+lui, i.^

ite year tSeZ brought many
: ;a:3rs in Decafur, including
:i'.isicns in its architectural
'--i-^_-^.i:.L:LoPc.

Tie Transfel House, to some
a r.eliied scntimental link with
rre past, frnally departed its
b?-year location in Lineoln
Square for another site in Cen-
tral Park.

Fostered by soon to be made
in:provements t o U. S. 51

through the city, petitions to
remove and petitions to retain
the landmark flew fast and
Jhick with vocal opposition sub-.
siding finally when the state
agreed to pay lor the move.

The big move came Norr. 20.

Hundreds watched and took pic-
tures as the l6Gton mound of
stone and brick rolled to its
new home.

The comedy of errors thbt
accompanied the constrirction
ol Iast Bridge neared an end
in July of 1962 after a run of
sonte four years.

_ As late as September there

I^. ttil work to be completed
?nd to date there has been no
official opening.

Fiascoes preceding the
bridge's opening ranged from
overweight tnrcks to sub-stand-
ard pilings. Work stretched
from the predicted 250 working
days in the contract to nearly
1,000 days.

In November, open-mouthed
spectators watched as a con-
traetor's clamshell chewed away
at the S{Fyear-old Empress
Theater building. Bite by bite
the building came down as
truckloads of rubble. And an-
other building in the downtown
area gave way to the demand
for more parking space.

But as other landmarks in

,\

the Soybean Capital evoked
cries of support or opposition
to their change, another one
came down quietly.

The canopy at the Wabash
Railroad depot which had shel-

Changes in Decatur s Face

Spectators watched the suddenly mobile huilding move,

tered generations of the car-
rier's passengers, was removed
with no fulor or comment.

Such were some of the
changes that 1962 bmught to
Decatur.
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24

l'.oving out of the dc:::stic real_m, w€ found manl/
fine commercial, nublic, 2.:rL ini,_rstrial structures.
The iilillikin :tank buil,in:, the ',r'arehouses on Ceruo
Gordo, and ttre l,lerchani itreet area, all ref lect this
quality. It is, however, iifiicult to assign specific
styles to this non-do-:estic archi-tecture. rt is aestheticlv
pleasing, but is prirnaril.. a nrxture of sty.l_es. There
are some structures rvhi_ch :o represent distinct styles,
and the quality of these inlivi-dua1 structures is reason
enough to present them her"e,

?he Transfer House is
distinctive first because
of its octagonal plan. This
plan for polvgonal or circlar
structures dates back to the
imperlal mausoleums of
ancient Rome, The more
recent history of this type
structure, and that which
probably inspired the shape
for the Transfer House,
concerns the effort of man

to develop a perfect or ideal
form which increased
efficiency, fhis shape
increases the ratio of floor
to waII space. 0rson Squire
Fowler was, to a larqe extent, responsible for the rvide
propogatior-r of the form. His book, A_ESL? rqfl_i.], was
f irst published in the 1850's and enioyeci rvi,-le c irculation
andmanv reprintings. In it, he praiseci the rounrl form
anC exDalined its manv advantages. It was functional, as
ivas discoverec when it was put to use in lecatur. rt novr

s',.,nbolizes this attenpt of our fore fathers to proflress and
create a_ nore rational environment.
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HISTORY OF THE TRANSFER HOUSE

The Transfer House is an elaborate, octagonal, Iimestone structure
with a dome-shaped roof which projects to provide ample shelter
from sun and rain, The top is surmounted by a pagoda-Iik€ structure
which at one time served as a bandstand. One of Decatur's most
prominent landmarks, the Transfer House r.ras built in 1895 in Lincoln
bqr""", the exact center of the original town of Decatur, which is
Ioeated at the intersection of Northr South, East and West b'lain
Streets.

In the early history of the town, farmers used Lincoln Square as a

general meeting pl-ace and as a hitching spot f or their horses. ll.en
Ifte f irst horse-t.r Iine was built from the "ilabash railroad scat: on
(now the Norfcii< and',estern) west on Cerro Gord.o Street ani so''.:th
on North Main Street to Lincoln Square, a turntable was constr:cted
in the center of tne 3cuare. After the street was paved with brick,
the turntable r,.'as l:enoved and the tracks placed in a circle around
the center of the lcuare. To provid.e shelter for passengers, the
City Electri-c taiii;ay Conrpany proposed. to the City Council that a
transfer house be'uuilt within the circle of tracks. This idea came

f rom Ind.ianapolis , r'rhei.e a streetcar was so used.

The original Transfer i{ouse was a plaster and. stucco building I3_feet
by 23 fEet in size. It was opened in Aprit of 1392. Two years later
tLe merchants on the Scuare wanted a better structure. Thus, the
existing Transfer House, designed by rui. W. tsoyington and Company was

erected-(reportedly at a cost of $3,lCt). The money.was furnished
by the streetcar company, the City, and the neighborllg-businessmen.
Fbrmal ceremonies opening the Transfer House were held in February,
t3g6. The octagonai office of the streetcar comPany was located. in
the center, while the perimeter of the structure served as a waiting
room for passengers. AII streetcars arrived at and d.eparted. from the
Transfer House.

It was first suggiested during a City Council meeting in I?I5 that the
Transfer House should. be moved or d.emolished., It was thought by so{ne
people that the ed.ifice was detrimental to vehicular traffic as the
tongestion caused. by the streetcars and automobiles began to appear
at Itrat early date. Suggestions that the structure be moved continuei
to be offered. for itru next forty-seven years

In I95S, the State of Illinois conducted. a traffic study and reco:Een-
ded. that the Transfer House be moved. and that l{ain Street becoroe e 3:.a
way artery with traffic flowing south. ?he State report concl::e: ::.a
thl continued presence of the Jbansfer House in Lincoln Scuare ;;c:-:
impair the movement of traff ic. Af ter much controversy bef-.eer ::-'3se
pebple who wanted to implement the State report and those -;':., ;a::e:
lo p""""t,r" the l-ananari.- in its original locaticn , the Ciri' l:'::, :: -
voted in L952 to rer,ove the structure f rom Lii',ccin So.uare ::
present location in Centrai Park. This ie;e :..'as asc.IiPl:s:.:
Cismanteling the buii.-i:rg at a cos. of 52' . - ,: '

In I97I , af te:' :: inz v' ctirnizec by yani:* -s '-:,: ::a:.s - .
years, af te: ex:?n-"lve
into offices icr :h: :
thus preservlng 3:ie oi
enabling r: !3 s?:'re a

:'enova:ion, the ':arsla: ---::sa
^-'F!A-rtr Tlonrf-trr ^-"-^-'' Zn) :-

:he cr'lnmunic.' s nos: c:?:t*s;1e'--
usef ui coir-r,rnunii'., i.:.::- ln.
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