: . e Rezister of (14 Buildings
: ¥acon County Historiczl Coordl atlng Council

Addresss Transfer House - cenisr of Lincoln Square,

Date of original ccaszrucilZon: Opened Ior use February .20, 1896,

Name of originzl cwnsr: CizF o

Historys 1892 - S= n the middle of Lincoln Square,
1896 - 0FFicial o Transfer House.
++1962 - Cizy Cloumme emove the Transfer House from
Lincoin Scuaye, and tc turn it over to the Park Dis-
tzict {5 2.62). (Erre in acholel See potation beside b5 00
1962 - (20 30/62) Berry Comstruction Company will move e
Tr=msfar Souse to Central Park, construct a new floor
sid s znid related work for $24,450,00.
1962 - (11~ Trznsfer House moved to begin use as a trazns-
. fer ¢ 1/63.
: 1970 - (51 proval by the-City Council of a 10-year
: lsz= nimal fee with option to renew at 5-yezr
. int= +he Downtown Decatur Council as an office
Ehand tion center,
**  NOTE: Tns lowrticwn Council spent $24,000,00 rsmodel-
k. ing t interi for o€’ice use, Bs;g'*n lin=n draz-
‘ sriss, ceiling to floor cover the eight half-moon
. winiows, .
' Gray carpetinz with specks.ol color cover iae floor.
5 sinning picturses from Cen:ral Park Art Fairs are on the
’ walls, .

One news clipping stated, --"It
fer House, a Decatur landmark, -be located:
mark Mall."

’ See attached newspllpplng for a w o7
controversy surrounding the Transfer House-over the yezrs,
. Also, see the public school dittoed siory of ihe Trzrsfer Houss,
Lincoln Sgumare,.

the story designed for use with an early picture of

Two clippings from 1929 are quoted below:
Artesian Well Is Underneath City Transfsr Zouse
"Recent talk: concerning the ownership of the Transfer House re-
minds some of the old timers around Decatur that unde n the Transfer
House there is an artesian well, 110 feet deep, that us
thirsty public with fine, cold water,

H

1y the

(See reverse side)

Present owner's name: City of Decatur
Leased to the Downtown Decatur Council
for office space,
Address - #1 Central Park East.




Ar-=sian Well Is Underneath City Transfer House Cont'd.
"That was before any transfer house adorned the square, Thers S
were three dri z Tountains there. They were operated by a hydraulic ram,

a contrivance thzt worked autcmatically after being given a start., The
only othsr hydraulic ram in Decatur was in one of theImboden springs.

“Fziz 3rilley said Friday morning that the old well is still un-
der the trans’sr hcuse, never havinzg ceen filled up when the building was
erected, and in2t ihe machinery wss never taken out of the we+l "

Annual Susstion ;

"The irznsfer house nzs been z solUrce of commehi avery year for
years ancd =vsry y=zr th2 people s=rved thers have been in the majiority, It
serves as .2 iransier station, giving safety to those who chinge cars there
by reasom of trzffic being on the ouiside of the tracks...Charles Laux,
who bullt tos 3St.Nicholas Hotel, s:tarted the movement for the transfer
house, IH= i~ =0 see denry Bacnzach, founder of the Bachrach Store, and
the subnsceriviion 1ist was st tei Tor $2000,00, Those who subscribed that
~he trensfer uss might oe bulli in 1896 are as follows:

City mEleciric Railway Co. $600,00
¥orshouse & Wells Co, 125400
G, &, vanzsisen & Son 125.00
A, €21t & Co, l~,.0u
Linn & Scrugss 125,00
rzrles Laux 125,00
Zenry 3achrach 125.00
: d2nry Lyon ‘ 125.00
. —-Natienal Bank of Decatur 100.0C0 o
Jd. Miiiikin & Co, ) 100,00
W, ¥, Busher , 100,00

4
“

~

Sehlaudeman 50.00
Rothfuss . 50,00
0. Young 50,00

lc O We T Jes

tizens National baﬁk : 50,00
irs, Caroline Powers . 50.00
Orlando Powers . 50400
W. Steinbach £0.00
Wm, Traver N - .50,00
Jonn Ullrich e L 50,00

Enough othsrs contributed lesser amounts to equal $3,080.8%4,

(It's actual cost - see Xerox of 1956 news item - was fifty-

three cents ‘less tnan the amount ¢elleécted,)
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REMODELING BEGUN

Excavators “played havoc with
sidewalks around the Transfer
house Monday, work having start-
ed in earnest in clearing the site
to make way for the drives of the
new city bus terminal.

By qilitting time Monday, work-
men and a powe? shovel had made
a complete circle of the Transfer
house and concrete walks made
twenty-five years ago were a thing
of the past. Trucks hauled away
the debris to the city yards on
South Broadway as the work of de-
struction progressed.

Excavation for the new drive will
start today. Conduits for the new
lights will be mounted on small is-
lands at the edge of the circular
drive, and will be installed by the
end of the week, if the work pro-
gresses as planned.

The bus company shares the ex-
pense of $6,110.68 in remodeling the
circle and will pay a rent of $1 per
annum. Contract for the project
was let to File & Collins.

Paul Hart, whose newstand was
located at the Transfer house for
years, and who did not know where
he was goirg to be in business
when excavation work started for .
the new drive, moved to the corner
of West’s drug store Monday morn- 4 i i 0 .
ing and is greeting his old custom- Ak SR A . —— e -
ers with his usual vigor. e Contractors yesterday began tearing ing into a central bus terminal. A {Eum

o S, . / TN | 4 . ; ot
X up’ theé sidewalk around the transfer driveway, flanked by safety islands, will

preparatory to making the build- replace the sidewalk. . Am?ﬁ Photo.)

i

house

‘




DECATUR, ILLINOIS, TUE,

Planks were used to tilt the structure under

Seaff thoto by Robert E. Strongman |
,

Out of the hole and ready toroll ... |R Vev ge4¢s
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1962 Brought Changes in Decatur’s Face A

The year 1962 brought many

chenges in Decatur, including
revisions in its architectural
lzndscape.

The Transfer House, to some
a valued sentimental link with
the past, finally departed its
67-year location in Lincoln
Square for another site in Cen-
tral Park. .
Fostered by soon to be made
improvements to U. §. 51
through the city, petitions to
remove and petitions to retain
the landmark flew fast and
thick with vocal opposition sub-
siding finally when the state
agreed to pay for the move,

The big move came Nov. 20,
Hundreds watched and took pic-
tures as the 160-ton mound of
stone and brick rolled to its
new home,

The comedy of errors that
accompanied the construction
of Lost Bridge neared an end
in July of 1962 after a run of
some four years.

. As late as September there
Qas still work to be completed

and to date there has been no
official opening.

Fiascoes preceding the
bridge’s opening ranged from
overweight trucks to sub-stand-
ard pilings. Work stretched
from the predicted 250 working
days in the contract to nearly
1,000 days. i

In November,” open-mouthed
spectators watched as a con-
tractor’s clamshell chewed away
at the B50-year-old Empress
Theater building. Bite by bite
the building came down as
truckloads of rubble. And an-
other building in the downtown
area gave way to the demand
for more parking space.

But as other landmarks in

i- b L3

o N

Ule I<

Spectators watched the suddenly mobile huilding move,

the Soybean Capital evoked
cries of support or opposition
to their change, another one
came down quietly,

The canopy at the Wabash
Railroad depot which had shel-

tered generations of the car-
rier’s passengers, was removed
with no furor or comment.

Such were some of the
changes that 1962 brought to
Decatur.

~ Petaluy, liiacis
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PR e more thin a onllion reasons why Decatir has become a leading iy

i the ndwests And, mose of them are soybeans, Besides contributing o the
aeys cconomie and phiysical groswds, the beans are responsible for o pleasant, toasty
odor thiae greers the sistor on his arcival,

A triendly own, Decatur boasts aas the Minternagonal soybean capial.”™ s
many soybean processing plants, the Largese collection in the world, eliminate fear
ot contradiction,

Lincoln Square, site of many ot Abe Lincoln’s extemporancous public talks.
is at the junction of the any's two main streets. Located here is “transfer house,
an octagon-shaped hietde building, Tes unique use as a wraffic center—busses con-
verge here to take on and unload passengers—helps set the city apart from others.
On pages -+ and 5 of this section are pictures of the city. A story “appears in
5»:.::::aiwi,.ﬁ:::. ...
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Bus Line to Use %5:&,&.
House Terminal Next Week

" Rermodeling of the Transfer house

will be completcd and the building
will be thrown open for use as a
ceniral bus terminal early next
week, Commissioner Beecher Hugh-
ey announced Friday when he said
all work on the Transfer house is
nearly completed.

Kent Fitzgerald. president of the
Decatur City Lines. notified Mr.
Hughey Friday that he will come
to Decatur Monday to confer with
the city council on opening of the
new terminal. He said the bus com-
pany probably will start running
buses up to the terminal Tues-
day.

Remodeling Cost $6,370

Commissioner Hughey said Mr.
Fitzgerald announced he would also
be prepared to either pay the bus
company’s share of the cost of the
remodeling when he calls on the
council Monday or make arrange-
ments for a later payment.

Mr. Hughey has prepared a com-
plete report on the Transfer house
project for presentation to the city
council on Monday. The reports
show the total cost of the remodel-
ling was $6.370.86. The original
estimate on the cost of the project
was  $6.000.

The bus company will pay $3.-
185.43 which represents one-half

of the cost of the remodeling. The
city will pay a like amount. The
bus company probably will pay its
share of the cost of the improve-
ment to the city early next week,
according to Mr. Fitzgerald's tele-
phone conversation with  Mr.
Hughey Friday.
Street Dance Planned

Complete plans for an opening

program to be sponsored by the

' bus company are expected to be

finished Monday by P. J. Brilley,
local bus company official. Tenta-
tive plans- for the opening include
a street dance on Lincoln square.
As soon as the Transfer house
is opened the city. buses will use

the terminal exclusively for load-:

ing and discharging passengers on
the square. The buses will travel

on the inside circle next to the

terminal while regular traffic will
travel in the outside circle. Bus
assengers  will  board and leave
ses from the new safely ands
crected as pi of the remodelling.

The city | iven the bus com-
pany a ten-ye; ase on the build-
ing in retu half of the re-
modelling  costs, Under the cily
d bus company apgrecment, the
transportation company will main-
tain the terminal and take care of
the interior.

|

e
Ay

_a\‘_f:v:nm of bus passengers jam the

Transfer house every day about 5 p. m.
and find it a big improvement over the
Hup.nwwﬂamm

old street corner bus stops.

TRANSFER HOUSE POPU LAR AS BUS Hmwg i»»b

here is a typical “rush hour” crowd with

the loading platforms crowded with per-

sons waiting for their bus.
(Herald-Review Photo).
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1. ansfer House M urals to | Docatur Public Library
Decatur, Illincia
Be Repainted This Summer

\ Raas——r s
_,

Lincoln murals painted on the/
ceiling of the transfer house a wmml
ago have started peeling off and:
will be repainted soon, OoSEHmL
sioner John Rehfelt announced last
night. {

The murals were um:;mn by A.|
Hartmann, Decatur decorator, last
February. The ceiling surface®was
painted when the entire transfer|
house was redecorated under a
CWA project. Mr. Hartmann paint-
ed the murals over the ceiling coat.
‘which had been applied by CWA
workers, according to Mr. Rehfelt.

The under-coat of paint is be-
lieved to be responsible for the,
peeling so soon, Mr. Hartmann told
[ Mr. Rehfelt.

© All of the murals will be removed

land Mr. Hartmann will repaint
_them, according to Mr. Rehfelt’s
wEm.um. He said the matter will be
brought up in the city council]|
Thursday and he will ask the coun-
.cil to allow a small appropriation
'to finance the repainting.

~ The murals show' Lincoln’s cab-
'ins in Kentucky, Indiana, and Illi-|
mno_m and also his residence at
ﬁwnﬂummﬁ? Scenes of Old Salem
izdma Lincoln knew Ann Rutledge,
jare represented by the old mill, and
| the Rutledge tavern. .
| Mr. Hartmann will reproduce the
imurals exactly as Em.w were first
(vm_dnmn.

TRANSFER HOUSE MURALS PEALING’

| i painting will be ordered this summer.

Paint has started peeling from walls of
the Transfer House, leaving large holes in
the Lincoln scenes ﬁmwnm@ last year. Re- , B

(Herald and Review Photo)
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Decetur Pulbilic 70, vy

) &

Decaiur, Ll

5
-

[

i e analdng rapid progress in outlining the scenes of
hsealis e o Hlinels which will decorate the walls of the

followin pencil sleetches he already had made, A. Hart-

transfer house.” Paint will be applied
have been sketched in.

i

-

—Herald and Review Phot

after all the pictures

0.




*104}0 0Yj7 40f DapL Y} PAYSWINS U0 JVY} |qNOP L0 LI 0O OU SIADI] ‘SAIDJIIP DY Ay ‘SBWIPing oy ay}

Jo sauno 3y fo uosupdwory  *swapso i oy fig paso vs proy woppsnaaf W Suippng D ‘upys) oy fo awo(y

oyp Jopfo. pausisap uaq. 240y 0} qUDY[ APy G podals q s ‘ampapydip fo wWal D 3q 03 qUDY] 23109%)

Aiq po1opap 1nq “yspypalf puv snoapiy s fiuvw fig p opaas *omwnbs wjoowrT W FSNOH MTASNYLs
o T o

3 o

i ‘suoworog ur esnorvid oYy

| s ‘upeyp

3 I

WYy o

o LR IR NS )

CT ey
I 03 BurpIodow  Sf1eyjo oy) 10§ (9
~poLd Y} SBM QU0 9} JBY) JqUOP 10|
woox ou s9A®d[ sIurppng omy wmcﬁ"
JO SauUlIno OU} Ul LJMR[IUIS OYL,.

: 181 IsaFruBwd
' Sem oY udy) ‘dswad Sry Papnid 31 It
ng: ‘payedIpulA sem £qaisy} ssaumy
-yinag st ‘4 Surppoy ur Papesdons
2y Jr :umj ur urego oy} dseid o}
OPBUL SBM SSOUIIM [IBE  "20USPIAR
‘Juijoriyuod jo easeo [eedde o3 ewur}
8BM T
goTyM 03 ‘qods S} I3A0 URABIY WIOIS
‘popuadsns. 90UO0 SBM UIRYD B 4 mw&
puaSa[ Y3 SB ‘04 UIRYD SNOMIBAIL
v Xq juswSpnfl Jo ooeid B sBA S_w“
€)1 U0 jey} Pusdal 9y} WOIF umouy
os S uUreq) ‘ey3 Jo erdure} - eyg,

. *g0uIs I9A® SpURY J[BYY
up poujBWIar SBY pUB J1a)B] SIROA|
68 SWRSOTY °Y} Aq UaMeIoI seM JNq|
‘660T Ul SIapBSNID 9Y} £q uaie} sem
319 Qyl, 's1eadk (0F JXOU °UI UM
PIjosIad axeM  ‘urey) 9y} jo ewo(:
ayy Bumpnrour Lrqissod - ‘aansopouy’
9y} up s3uip(nq sy} JO [BISA3S puw’
@ "V 189 IBak oY} U SWIISO oY}
{£q. pordnooo sem wWoresniapr ‘sewpy
sosig-aad  woaz punoal paun’
-0UBS U3dq SBY YO[YAM ‘OINSO[OUd PIID
“BS O} S8 UWMOUY S[ }BUAM up spue}s
‘pARd Jo  [eunquyl, ?Yj3 S8 uwMouy!
ey} Jo- owo(l oYL
Punosd peppoues

‘S3IB[O3D qwey
orenbs ujodupy Uy 8InjonIs oy}
Jo u3[s3p BA[POUNSIP 94U} JO 90IN0s

D

tayl s1  Suppyng WIISOR jusjous
94} 184} IqnOop I0J WOoOX O[3} SIABI[

3INONIe oM} oy} Jo uosiredwo)d
v ‘waresnaaf ug opduaay

8,JoWO[0§ JO 03§ oY} 94 03 PIASN

b ‘

-0q ST J8UM TRDU ‘UIBYD 90U} JO dwoq
ayg} 88 umouwy Juipyng v I3j3y8 PIR
~pour 9q 03 ‘Ajsdpatun UI{IIA U 10
-Pnasur jae ‘qeey 9410 Aq pared

2yl \.:::3\ i \I:.\.MJ“
1 UONfAL oSG [l e i
posans oyp i m::.::? PIAng
Jo opdwn ;o ooyp w0 uatowy 9%ii
~1ayro “‘woyny oyl o ooy

adAjo304g4

] .»uu ,,.wmn 8] ‘exsnbs ujooupy mvuw.nna.mn
1o 830813 YOIUM ‘9SNOY JIJSUBRLT, OY

‘gpo3ed eseulyd ® I2}jB Pa[apowr
u?9q 2ABY 03 Mou [un QHAHITHE

SNOJ 42 JSUDL]
Jo uoyv.aidsuy
$1200081(] VD

HALVOET ° SV Zﬁ‘co&muﬂ:




HISTORIC LANDMARKS. DEC/TUR

we PO T

A.U@ﬂn.\,*.

Transfer House Still
A Debatable Question

T
Now that dirt has actually been
| disturbed on the site of the North
Main subway, there are many who
will say that the city’s most con-
troversial question has been settled,
‘but they are wrong. There still re-
mains the guestion of the transfer
house and what shall be done with
'that imposing landmark that has
lgiven Decatur the reputation
throughout the nation as the “city
with the dog-house in the middle.”
The subway problem has worried
many a city council, but not =0
many as the transfer house. The
matter of moving the building has
been a hardy perennial in city poli-
tics and there have been few city
administrations that have not pro-
posed to do something with the
building, chiefly, it is suspected, to
start something.

This time, with the'South Main
underpass well under way, @ start
made on the North Main subway
and with prospects for doubled or
trebled traffic on North and South
Main streetss the matter of the fat

.of the transfer house has once more: anyway we don't want a lot of . helm, apparently uninjured ‘except
become a burning issue and this women and kids around.” ' for loss of breath.

time it seems, something may be
done about it.
What to Do With It?

Tt isn’t so much a matter of de- " To) 12 ine other city parks. [|Some approved, but others main-i

ding to move the thing this time,, xy suggestions have their ardent tained that he should be given a
s of deciding what to do with" supporters. : .

{ after it is removed, if anything.

d to be the head of one

1d transported to the

$
|

|

|

|

| of bandstand and rest house. It has Roy after the crash. He was locked:

Iiarl Smith, city commissioner, !

thought. He maintains | 52y, “Tear it down and be done
ire should be uproot-

ik where his painted |
a is the piece
«: at Bundy, who has gone down in his- ,,Bm:. . -
“itory as the only man who has-been | Maybe it would be a sad idea to |

_

| It has been suggested that it be  There have been many who dis-

porters and he has his opponents: gn4q he did it unorticially, as it
“That house was built for street ..o Trye he did not move it very
cars to run around and for people far, but rm_ tyied.
to use in transferring.” said one Roy, a heavyweight taxicab driv-
regular oCm».oamH. of the place Sat- WS. was heading west on Main street, |
urday moOrning. early one March morning in 1924,
“It'll be a heck of a note to put jand forgot to detour when he
it way down on the river where no- jmunrmm the circle, Early risers !
body can find it. No sir, if they aTe | found “him when they followed the
going to do that, T'd rather see it isound of the crash to its source.
torn down entirely. v.ﬁo% had apparently tried to drive
Oppose Removal to Park .
A second group favors its re-! his cab into the east entrance of
moval to Central park where it may the building, but had erred slight-
be used as a comfort station, rest 1y in his aim. Two dents in the
house and nesting place for park | stone wall showed where the front
sparrows. The Mayor it is said, is .spring hit. The big bench just
one who favors this solution of th

_,moi.u of the door was broken and
problem, but fears that there will || knocked flat and the whole section
not be sufficient funds in the city | Of the wall back of the bench was
treasury to do much with it after 1knocked several inches ' out of
it is taken to the park, Park bench | plumb. The inside was a mass of
iregulars are said to oppose this | wreckage. :

::m? since it will obstruct the view ‘ One More Chance s
‘and take up space that is needed As for the taxicab, it had two

for benches during the summer l broken front springs ‘and a wind-|

months. | shield. Roy, who was stopped from
_“There aren’t enough to go g&oing through the windshield: by
around as it is,” said one. “And the steering wheel, was still at the

removed to Fairview park for a sort approved of what was done with

| also been suggested that it be tak- | up om charges of reckless driving.

' vote of thanks and a heavier taxi-
cab on the grounds that he was at-
tempting to render a public serv-
'ice by removing the bone of con-
tention, namely, the transfer house.

“Just one more crack at it, and
Roy would have ended all of the
controversy for -good,” said' one

“Who'll Move It?”
i And then there are those who

i with it,” and their name is legion.
| " And last but not least, it has been

| suggested that the matter of 3o<;

ing the house be left up to Roy "

able to move the transfer house, give Roy another chax

Rotarians Hear
Discussion of .

Transfer House!
6 - -

N

sideration ;of the history of:
Decatur's Transfer house and the:
question of what, if anything, ,
should be done with it, occupied
members of the Rotary club in,
their meeting in Hotel Orlando |
Monday moon in a prpgram ar-!
ranged by B. C. Whitsitt,

One suggestion -“was that the
building be torn down and a mon-,
ument to Abraham  Lincoln ‘be;
erected in its place. Another was |
that the ‘sidewalk around it be|
eliminated and the building left
standing as a ‘comfort station. A
third was that the building be giv-
en Earl Smith  for removal . to
Waterworks park; that 211 buses
'and street cars be routed by its
new location, and that' three hick-
ory shad be given with each trans-
_mma slip. Thus, at one time would
'be settled the. . problems of what
‘the city shall do with the iransfer
house and’ . what . Commissioner
Smith shall -do with the hickory
shad, jw- 7750 "

o v‘ h Hmﬁ. Emgq

History of Lincoln square from
‘the -time it “was laid. ' out in 1829
with-the building of a $268 court
house was traced by H. C. Schaub.)
He described the.coming of th
Linecoln ‘and Hanks family-in 1830,

‘C. A. Walit stated that the Trans-!
fer house is rented: to the street’
raitway company for:$1 & year. It
was bullt in 1895 at a-cost of $3,-
1080.31.° At times - since 1915 - there
{hag been agitation for abolishing
th& building.' ;
| W. C.:Starr, whose grandfather
and . father .owned a harness shop
on Lincoln square, added to the in-
formation about the  place, and
istated’ that ' Abraham - Lincoln’s
Ifirst lawsuit, in defense of a man
charged with Thog-stealing, wan
[tried in ‘the basement of n
ling on the. site of the Ki
Electric sto Other b
of the #q

lwaore piven
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sised by Some, iaveﬁ by O?ﬁers, BU:Ming Wz&am ers 5»‘9;

By Norman T. Monson
Of The Herald Staff: v
Todav is the-60th’ birthdav of 2
laqdmarh—the venerable
b incoln Square.
The Transfer House was open-
ed for inspection: and.-first used
20. 1896.-A ‘smallzceremony
next day 'marked: its opening

DGSPLSéd by “some - Io\ cd by
ers, it has v.ea;.ttere& ve“:baz (’_"“’!

square in 1892 t0 scoommodats
ns - using the C‘? -Flectric
av Co. cars<7: -

present building new af
sheiter for bus patrons.

IHotel - and “other usicine
seen on the south and wess
{ sides of the sguare.

ar . and interurban

< St - Nicholas

-House was mken 1
vned- by the-cizy; the s - 13t served as a transfer point for
-2 has been the su'me.. eefx:} 13 ; -

and populaton pn:k o3
Sie removal.

wedditig was pcnr’rrf" m
per pottion. 1
Tlic Jate Georpe Ra:zh,
'structor. of art at Millikin Tves
{sity,said in 1930 that it was maad-
cled after a building known 2s e
Bnmf‘_af_thc_ﬂm.n, 1 :

3as i{- 55:1 “"m‘

Because femﬂa]em was cocupied
by the Moslems in 637 AD. an .;;
the building was - erected - within®
[the next 400 vears, it i thm coz-
rect, he believed, to suppose the|
Transfer ﬂousc is of pure Moslem |
dcswn.:

Throughout 60 years ‘the ’l;.._x;,;,
B mg hag seen chznges on Lincoin
Square and progress in Decwrsr.
Horse-drawn. cas were  replaced

A with electric cars l:-& ey wode

he upper norion of the build- =
citv buses.

ing once accommodared the G-.oc- h T

£ oncs 3  There hi- 1*1111 "'r‘n‘r'_vg

n ham wmch phvd neers T

7 ;

lﬁm;_nlﬂ_ﬁ?_nm_g_ﬁ'_hm—
ing.  But protrsts dfmmsr % 8-
moval have preserved the Tramader!
House for posterity—an sccept e
rcject.

S —————




Noving out of the domestic realm, we found many
fine commercial, public, and industrial structures.
The Millikin 3ank buildingz, the warehouses on Cerro
Gordo, and the Merchant S3Street area, all reflect this
quality. It is, however, difficult to assign specific
styles to this non-domestic architecture, It is aestheticly
pleasing, but is primarily a mixture of styles. There
are some structures which do represent distinct styles,
and the quality of these individual structures is reason
enough to present them here,

The Transfer House is
distinctive first because
of its octagonal plan., This
plan for polygonal or circlar
structures dates back to the
imperial mausoleums of
ancient Rome, The more
recent history of this type
structure, and that which
probably inspired the shape
for the Transfer House,

concerns the effort of man
to develop a perfect or ideal

form which increased
efficiency, This shape
increases the ratic of floor
to wall space. Orson Squire
Fowler was, to a large extent, responsible for the wide
propogation of the form. His book, A Home for All, was

first published in the 1850's and enjoyed wide circulation
and many reprintings, In it, he praised the round form

and expalined its many advantages. It was functional, as
was discovered when it was put to use in Decatur. It now
svmbolizes this attempt of our forefathers to progress and
create a more rational environment,
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e OIS 8 e 2 =% A e &
fha Y034 Sguars wen laid oubdn %

origiral susvey of 1529. 0n June 1831 Je s given an order by the

of 1ot 8. Packrachts

2 woll was dug

» ®lth & tin cup chained

to it. 2 horges,
For vears “he Sgugre wre 4w eenter of the + own, Hers farmers paried their
wagons hitching posts which lined its sides. An suchione

]
o

eer, Squire Fullsr; conducted sales of horses here every Saturday afternoon. Wagen

loads of hay wers ales 30ld in the Square. Ths only sidewalks were of wood. Through

the 1870% and 2 part of the 807z the merchents would send out their janitors every
morning %o clean the Square. They did not worh the city govermment to bann the
hitching of hovses there for it by ought them business, The first brick side-wsalk in

eromd what 13 now the Bachrach corner of Linceln

Lomore was pul up beside the well in the cenmter of

vm wa}-;s 2}.@ whe 5{?31

vars ware elechrilied, amd the two ¢ ompanies merged, the
owners of the Ciby BElectide Compaay decided that there should he a shelber for

o% ey WY, wr oY B &% iy, v, £ 3
Ping Jrom one 1ine bo anobher, They built a

The light tower was taken domn and

It was replaced in 18% by the

®ith bricks. WNerth

square ¢o Horth Stresh: sd%zy; South Hain to

wesh. Ths watering tzough hed disappeared

> Bain to the
of the 100 Block South Church cor

SEYeral




wag g Taucst in the

TR T JoS g amererngn ovvie 5 4% e B -~
well had disappeared; the public

e -
VD sl

of the strochwrea.
are spread through conbact with
tin cupe

Ofcs a strangs?

ving irto Decatur on North Main 3treet spled the

Transfer House from a distance, %Look,® ghe criesd, at the werryp-go-round

> 2

in the middle of = main strset." On closer view she was surprised

o]

round building used as a station for the bus

Horitler, Sop TPean V2ddrecl &, Drner | el

dpliiated Sy Hhe DeeaZiv Poibtic shotorla,
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HISTORY OF THE TRANSFER HOUSE

The Transfer House is an elaborate, octagonal, limestone structure
with a dome-shaped roof which projects to provide ample shelter

from sun and rain. The top is surmounted by a pagoda-like structure
which at one time served as a bandstand., One of Decatur's most
prominent landmarks, the Transfer House was built in 1895 in Lincoln
Square, the exact center of the original town of Decatur, which is
located at the intersection of North, South, East and West Main
Streets.

In the early history of the town, farmers used Lincoln Square as a
general meeting place and as a hitching spot for their horses. ‘’'hen
the first horse-car line was built from the Wabash railroad station
(now the Norfolk and “Jestern) west on Cerro Gordo Street anc south
on North Main Street to Lincoln Square, a turntable was constructed
in the center of the 3cuare. After the street was paved with brick,
the turntable was removed and the tracks placed in a circle around
the center of the Cc¢ To provide shelter for passengers, the
City Electric Rai y Company proposed to the City Council that a
transfer house be built within the circle of tracks. This idea came
from Indianapolis, where a streetcar was so used.

=)

M. M

g
»
~
™

The original Transfer House was a plaster and stucco building 13 feet
by 20 feet in size. It was opened in April of 1392. Two years later
the merchants on the Sguare wanted a better structure. Thus, the
existing Transfer House, designed by W. W. Boyington and Company was
erected (reportedly at a cost of $3,031). The money was furnished

EM%@M by the streetcar company, the City, and the neighboring businessmen.

L Formal ceremonies opening the Transfer House were held in February,
1396. The octagonal office of the streetcar company was located in
the center, while the perimeter of the structure served as a walting
room for passengers. All streetcars arrived at and departed from the
Transfer House.

It was first suggested during a City Council meeting in 1915 that the
Transfer House should be moved or demolished. It was thought by some
people that the edifice was detrimental to vehicular traffic as the
congestion caused by the streetcars and automobiles began to appear

at that early date. Suggestions that the structure be moved continued
to be offered for the next forty-seven years.

In 1953, the 3tate of Illinois conducted a traffic study and recommen-
ded that the Transfer House be moved and that Main Street become 2 on

way artery with traffic flowing south. The State report concluded thz
the continued presence of the Iransfer House in Lincoln Square would

impair the movement of traffic. After much controversy between those
people who wanted to implement the State report and those who wanted

to preserve the landmark in its original location, the City Coun

voted in 1962 to remove the structure from Lincoln Square to
present location in Central Park. This fete was accomplished without

dismanteling the building at a cost of $24,430.

. In 1977, after being victimized by vandals and transients for several
years, after extensive renovation, the Transfer House was converted
into offices for the Downtown Decatur Council and an information cente
thus preserving one of the cummunity/s most cherished landmarks and

enabling it to serve a useful community function.
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Lincoln
much since the
when this picture was taken. Plain-
1y showing in the picture is a street

hasn’t changed)
Naughty Nineties

Square

car which was quite the
days.

The structure slightly resembling
the underspinning of a windmill is

thing those

none other than part of the light
tower, pride and joy of the burg-
hers of that decade. ‘mom a dizzy
height of 125 feet searchlights sent
forth their beams telling all #nd
sundry that here was a city. And—;
look closzely aren't those tulips in'

the center of the plot. Well T :981
e |
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#1 Central Fark East

Photo, courtesy Lynn Bohon
Taken in 1972
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