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rector Yuelckel' tva. 'u,'.:. .. .

to Sitlney Covillgton. 111 1.-1 -: - - :'- - ' - '-

rred in the oflrce until aite: -.. : -: . -

rgoT, tl\
irr r9ro.

it *ut\ting the incurnbency of IIr. Shaut, tha: ::e "h'
Y. t\I. C. A. \itaing stands, was purchased, to which plz* =e
and occupiecl ,\ lV. R. Abbott house at the southe,t
anii llrairie avelrue as a tenrporaiy home. i.

I1l :il-. -

r.rsed q'hile tire pelmanent building rvas bet

been prcn'iised the associatiorr in subscriptioos, thc

tors cori'rputed lvouid erect t1.re style of building

This building cost in ro numbers,
nasi,.rrn eqnipLrient, the
ri'as ttsh.-rec1 in not a

habitation. These rooms we\given up in A/gust, r9o5, when Gene:--l S=::=-

tary Patterson moved his offic\into onr r/n r of the unfinished g1-maa=r:-
and tlris was the beginning of the\cupaye{ of the association in its orrn Lc-.-
After that the building rvas put into i fast'is theicontractors finished a pan.
Tlre q1'nrnrsium rvas occupie,l in Ocgp{:er of that year anrl r"as ur: jcr r. = -.. --,
tion of J. H. Kizer, physical instny'tor. August r, r9c,6, W. E, Edni,::-s ., ,-
ceecled J. H. Kizer, *,trt L,.gn,, tyi/put the eniire builcting into use, an,i C::,..:
i;. I,106, rire l'. Xl. C. A. buildilrg rvas formall.y opened io the publ:.'.

;Indudjng {urniture a:ed gX=-

[,Ooo;,:fi6 
*hea the ]-ear r90;sum invested was

t o{ clebt r,vas Toda;'' i.',. : .-
probabl_v u'orth not than $roo,ooo. 'lhe a lOil 1la',',' ...! : -

members. There a iour eniplol'e,l olfciels, a janitc,
iunch room.

SLrndal'aft , l\'{arch tZ, rgo7, a tablet was
persons rvho, rnacle most generous bequests to the
benef le David F. Hamsher, who gave Szo,of,:' I

$3,ooo; 1 Rcr.rben Betzer, $z5,ooo, most of the latter a.: a

the of these on the tabiet are the names of fiitee: -: .:,
cont utors of $r,ooo or more, those contributing desiri:rg tp hcrc,r

r.ing the names of them placed on the ta1;lc: , , :

let, Judge W. E. Nelson made the principal address.
On the following Monday evening the foimal d.eriica=r €ffiLes

l'reld anci program rendererl.

l'HE YOUNG WO},{.\N,S CHR]:::..], '

In l9o5 six prominent cities of jllin. i. . .

Young \\'omarr's Christian Associations. :-,:- . . :
ford, .\urora and Quincy. Jn \or,rr1 :: . : -'
their anrrrrai state conveution in Deca:: - :-
rion that had been forined by the ', :: -'.s. ..,

:1,'

r1

::!
?i

Swisher & Brooks
temporary roonis on the

?i:

l-!f.J

lll;/

by

Fti.-iEtr



-:-;9.-j1i5

' u 

, d"'-H

tr6,,*yi:l
.;.$l

*'f

*:?
fE
1c

€
i);:
-:*
_a--

'n'.

.l'r

.: ,'
Fl ,!
ti:

!i.
[]

"l

; "j;j
1. ,

)i ,,t

,'{
'l-,

JI

tl
I

YOUNG \\IOfIEN'S CJlRTSTTAN,{SS0(]I'\1'I()\ IJI-I I I)I\i;
*

**

'l:f l

llt
::;..:

rilt'1

ffiY,
,r&&,{:
i "i.t

" r i.li
t' ll Il

,*:t' ,, ,r'
,:.{':"?7: ':''

, tl ffi"$ffi I

ffiffi

?



ir?iS
,,-

HISTORY OF NIACO\ C',-,-... .'

imrl ilms "were perfected to further that end. Iliss Harriet Broad. gt:;e-.- =rc-
:El:-7" ras given complete power by a local cofilmittee to act in tire matter of
rmr-:os:#rg the work iri Decatur, and while here at:ending the staie cc:r'i-trn-

r:r- t€garl initial nioVements to interest the rvomen or ti:e ciq in the en;er-

Ir:=€, Before the convention had closed its prcceedings. sr-rnpathv in ;he

iirlrffient had quickened io such an extent that fliss Broad rtas requested to
rtn:;.a to Decatur,the folloviing week, and preseni plan-. for the compietion of
*e resociation here, to th€ women's societies of the crtl-. To this request she

reoondedand the,next-subject was a called meeting of the interested rvomen of
E€ cit)', which toor place November zz, r9p5, ai the \\'o:nan's Club building,
mhelr it rvaS.decided by a dr:animous vote to organize a Young \\'oman's Chris-
t,-n Associdtibn 

I in, _!pg1tur.,
Te=make'this pos$i[le.it {ryas necessarv to secure. at least 4m members and to

-.L.e--atout.$z,ooo io meet'-the expenses of tlre proposed association the first
yr"ti -*t, brganizdtion'cbmmitted,was appointed, rvhich included representa-

drei:of tPit Lrecdtut'ihurihes, and }{iss Carrie Powers was appointed to take

-larg€ oJ thsatorlesgondence in the matter of securing a general secretary, and

!!iss Pa1rmql,eqtyid,appointed a committee of one to select suitable headquarters.

lfrs. George R. Bacon was appointed to prepare pledge cards and pamphlets of
information. ofl ,-tfid, pPoject for distribution. In December, following. Miss
Broad returiied"to bdcatur'and took charge of the work of securing members.

To furtherllidr.r8nn"a';.ori' a membership commitiee was appointed ind by the

middfe.of,ffgnudri;iiibo6r.4oo names,Jhe required number, and the necessary

cured in

::,nstitution *'as adopted, trventv-four clirectors elected. the men.rtters regtsterecl

::eir names and paid their Cues. A ferv days later the board of directors n-ret
\tr| -. la-L- -

ir:,l
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..,::i elected officers. N[rs. C. J. ]{cConne11 ."vas chosen presicient. }'fiss Kate C.

:.:ith. of Kansas City,',vas secured as tetnporary general secretary, and lliss
l l:,,1ie Grubel, at that time director of physical cttlture in the Decatur schools,
', :. chosen as physical directcr of the association. Rible classes rvere organized,
: :-l'mnasium installed, also a lunch roorn, and serving and cookirrg tlepaltments
'':re formecl. A luncir room lvas opcned early in February ancl from the be

.::rring was very successful, being able to pay for itseli {rom the start. }'Iiss
I Ir':t1e trIills rvas the first permanent general sect'etar1', taking charge oI her
',::< in Aprii, coming to Decatur from Llay City. N'fichigan, ri,here she h:rd

'.-n en{aged as general secretary of a similar association there.

-\ unique demonstration, or contest, knoln as the "War of Roses," rvas in-
. :-r::it'c1 in Nor,ember, t9o6, {6r the purpose of incrcasir-rg the menrbership.
-. ":-ed roses ' secured 3o8 names and the "-'vhite roses," 258. This increased
'. ::.:.nbership irom 6oo to r,I83 by the end of that month. and by -January

-', ::. the membership had increased to I,2oo, making tl're Decatur Y. W. C. A.
' . ...-t.t in the staie outside of Chicago. It coLrld be seen from this that the
:.::- 111;.11 u'cu1d prosper from the very start and from its large nler-nbership

, : :r ::.a:le apparent to those directiy connected rvith the institution and in-
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tere::i- ::. .r : - :

building c,-..:r1::-::-r '. . .
undeltxkento...., .

site \\ as PurchS:e . :.- . . - !:

ofiicc t,trildinS enJ - )- "" ' '

purchasing committee cci::::'- --' -:: -- " :'
R. Br.orr, Dr. Elien Grirllt' - I - 1- '

and F'rank Horvard.
Trresday evenitlg, April:7. r--'-- -' -- '' ' '- '' --

tensely interested spectators, the corr'e: - ':
laid, Nlrs. T. T. Roberts, president ci :- " '': '- -- -: : - - ' .

progranl renciere<l. The principal aCcie-" :

Lawren.e, of the Central Church of Ch:i'i
I)ecatur X'Iinisterial Association' In his a"' ':':" 'l I - " : - ' '
"in this citl'ari e'coo enrPloyed girls' rr:::'-' : 

"..'-".
builcling rvili furnish them rvith rooms in lvhici't t'-t ic': : -l:: l-- .:'

.o...rl and places for peace ancl wise counsel' nigr': ':1.- " : -

hail liniited opportur-rities for stttdy, places for reci=':-':' :-1 " ' 
- -' --

ss'imming pooi, .1".... for Bible study in which the m€:(:. - -"'-' :: ' : :

stildr ',tlich are got in the Sunday school, can be contin'ie''' l - ::' -- --:--

ccukl accomplish the work the association.does. In this oiie c'lni-a ::'l-":- ::
there are many aCvantages' The association can go out intc iac;or:-e-: ::'r1 :--:
places and brinr girls iito ti-te ki.ngdom of Christ' Il by means oi tiri':'::'='
temples of characrer are buiidei, this stone sha1l not ha,e been iaid ai- *:'
building not have been erected in vain'" : . , ,t- - -

Aftir the expression of these beautifui selitirnents by-Yt- Lau'rence' ll:'
George R.. Baccn, chairn.ran of the building_committee,'tilok her place bt=:-= :-:

stone anrl read the .oni.r,, of the bo*, *hich was.rplaced. under the s:l::

Therein were cleposited the follorving: copy of the sacred. Scriptures a'i';:'

byMrs.T.T.F-oberts;copyofthecons-titutionofthenationalboard:':::'
Y. W. C. A. of .+merica ani adopted by the Decatur association;'a copl r:: :

charter incorporatrcn; copy of the charter of the nationai board of Y. \\', C. -..

*i,t., ,t " ,ign^trr. of ]Iis, Grace Dodge; list of the board of dir.ectors I :a=':!

of the building car-upaign committee; n-ames of the building and site co.i::::::ee l

list of paicl membersrri"p of the association for the yeaf I908-o9;.rrriscel1a:::'-:s

buclget of liierat,-tre ,.ir...ttit'g the t'ork of the three and a hall 1'ears c': t:'e

association,s hi.tcrl.; the constitution of the Young woman's Bible Club; a c:'::

of the Association \lonihly-the nationai organ; the official letterhead oi::e
campaign ancl association *o.k;clippings from the daiiy papers' giving th'e -::-

tory oithe building campaign;sub-committees of the young \f,ome:rs 21j .'':-::

men,s teams. etc. it1e presiaent, Mrs' T. T' Roberts smoothed the m,lrta: '-:..

der ttre stone. and "ft.. it 
hacl been properly placed she declared it pl''r::r :--'
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