Xil. SYSTEM AND ILLINET MEMBERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES

Systems and ILLINET — Description

Public libraries, along with academic, school, and special libraries, comprise the 18 library systems

in Hlinois. These 18 systems, 4 Research and Reference Centers, and 3 Special Resource Centers make

-up ILLINET. Any tibrary which is a member of a system is automatically a member of ILLINET. There are
currently over 2,200 ILLINET members.

The purpose of this network is to share resources, both human and material, in order to provide
residents of the state with information that is wanied but not available at the local level. Library systems
are a vital mechanism providing access channels connecting peopie and resources. lilinois library
systems develop and coordinate the strengths of individual libraries to do coliectively that which they
cannot do individually. Systems are funded by the state of lllinois but are governed by local public
libraries through library trustee election or setection. The system is a cooperative which can be main-
tained only by the commitment of each library to resource sharing. The public library is critical to the
process.

Governance

Board members anc statf should participate in system advisory councils and committees and in the
governance of the system whenever possible.

Anyone who agrees to be a system board member must keep in mind the additional commitment of
time and energy. Trustees who accept the responsibility as system board members must be willing to
represent their expanaed constituency, which covers the entire system area’s population. They should
extend their wealth of knowiedge as a trustee to their expanded role on a system board and accept the
additional leadership responsibilities.

1. Local libraries should annually review the system bylaws to determine the opportun-
ities available to them for having representation on the system board.
Resource Sharing

All fllinois public libraries, as members of ILLINET, agree to make their resources available to per-

sons needing access to them through interlibrary loan, reciprocal borrowing, and other local arrange-

~ments. This is done in recognition of the reciprocal broadening of resources that is available to the
library's own patrons.

—— 2. Everypubliclibrary should agree to both intra-system and inter-system reciprocal bor-
rowing.
Untaxed Areas

Every public library shares with the system the responsibility for promoting statewide tax-supported
public library service.

3. Libraries should annually investigate the possibilities for expanding their boundaries
to include untaxed areas adjacent to them.

Use of System Services



5. Libraries should annually review the system’s long-range plan and provide input at the

appropriate time.

6. Libraries should explore cooperative arrangements with other libraries in the system.
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