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Xa:e of orisi+arI- gI4qrl Board of trklucation DistriiL #5)-.

. i.isto=y: The E. A. Gastnan'Sehoo1. replaced. the o1d. "3i'g B:i-ck' ff.= ms
torn d,orn. Gastnan School ras started. in L903, The ou'r"side 1= :e: ;r=lag'r
alC Bedford granite brlck. The original eost was '$551000. Ott== --;-. =d.-
=epa.irs for leaks, etc. no reslodeling ras d.one. Fire doors ref:''*--=-l:c
in l.96? by state requirement. A prize possession is a Carrara rr::- 3 :-:-.-
tain, which Mr. Gastman pirrchaseb. at the St. Louls HorlCrs. Fair 3a= ffl.Ili
and presented it to the school in 1905. Gastman School was dei1*'-en .-E=
10r. 1904 and opened. for s'chool the follor+ing Septemberc. The fire ==fe m;
the only oae of its kind ln Decatur, being.cyllndrieaL in forn a=l r=ser:i5;
a corkscrew.

Gastnan School has housed elementary, juhior hlgh and. high sei,ooi.
stud.ents.

Their P.T.A. Has organized. in 1p12 through Jane MacMillan's ef-
forts (early teacher and. later principal). Llhen thJ third Hfs. E. A. Gastnan
tied in 1945 a,t 93, she left $1500..00 to the schooL for the BelLe Ilobbs Gast-
;an Library.

The first school ciinic xas located ln Gastman School..
FIr. E. A. Gastmanrfcir xhon the sehool uas named, d.ied August l,

llA7, An editorial appeariag in the Decatur ReviewAugust 4' L9A7, had tirls
EJ Says ,

nlie have nam.ed. our finest sehool build.ing for hlm. It is spoken of
- a Ecnrunent and. it is fittlng that it should. be so consid.ered. Hls life has
-J€en i{rought with our schools and ln their record.s lt t+ill be shorn to coning
3e:erati-ons. "

(The aUove lras rrittea and subnitted. by Hrs. Esther Post, January
24, 19?t).

ri,t i- -. ,, '-: : .i, .. ,..\ ._ .. i f :.

"Rea1'pub1le school hlstory iri Di:catur began with the passage of the schocl
lar, February lJ, L855, rhich provided for the taxlng of all the people of tire
s*-a+us for the educatlon of all the ehildren in the state, and. required that al-i
:lstricts malntain free schools for at least six nonths eaeh yezlr. fn June
o: i3JJ ground. for a school"at the eorner of Church and North Streets ras !ur-
caased. fiom Elisha D. Carteir *nd hls wife, ihese were lots l, 2, ), 4 atfr. j
in 31ock I of Bandyrs Add-ition and the purchasing prlce llas $800.00.

?resent ornerrs nane! Board" of Ed.ucation Distrlcl #61.

l
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"The ner =::'::l h:- 1-:-: kaoim as the 'Blg Bricf r*.*
year by the:'=e:--::s, ,-. .-. ?ei.dicord, E. 0. S!trith =q!: ?.
the first ffocr i'?=3 :-r: :;c:-sized rooms nith reci'i;a:1;"
each; on the ses:t' :1:"a: iras ore large room and tro s*'--
The ner bui)-'ug -;* :-:e=ei in the fall- of 1857 wfth'.I. 

=.principalr atri- }.'r:r i. 3ann and Heleh Parsons as teatshel:s.
Decatur's 1n;nia:i ae ras tro thousand"r. and. taxable proper"y
$A+5r7t5.t'. . . . ,
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' "In' i865 hc:i= n. Castman cane frosl Hud.son, Ill-inois ad. asi:r ir a
job as a seiio.:i --.=-3::et. He was hlred- as the prlncilnl of tna irua:.r l*-
partmen; oi --::= -J'-: 3=ick". The following yean he'was-nage+ead of -;s
[igh school, :i-- =',:ir=intendent of schools. His term of service 1n:==
lalter 

"=;a":---*- 
-,r-s -,a. longest 1n the history of Alnertcan ehuea=lsE, + I=a:-=.

At firs'u he =ece1v3:'as superintendent $5O,.OO a month for b six-soaiir --elr.'
aaaal

"In 1901 --t= cii'Chrreh Street $chool or' the !'Blg Brick"'Has replaeea rJ
a new ten-=Dca b.aiii.lng costing $481839",?2, Durtng the tlnp of its const-.c-
tion, p:pi1s a----eried itre t+ooa" StreJt School ln the afternooa. ' Eaeh norafu.3
.Miss Denpse3- =i h== children' held classes, and at noon the chlIdrea paeke:
atrI their -c,ccis -ri belonglngp ln school bBgs and tpok them hone. Then H::s.
Luey t{e1s6a ,ni pupils frosr the "Btg Brl-ck" moved^ in for a long afterrtooa.
During the sho=1, rinter d.ays, the school day gnded. long''after sundoHll.

;Aft== -,L,e ner'ou11dlng was conpleted., a petltlon slgned by nnany citi-
zerls. s3s 1;==senieC to tha PoerA asklng that it be caI1ed. thE E. A. Gastnan
$ehool. The iarge piece of.statuary in the hh.11. 'there-,was purehasd- by E.

A."Ga:stnu.'r afi,er iG exhiUltion at ihe lIorldts tr'air iffChicago. 1i:'1893, an"

Has preseated io -;he school by Mr'. Gastnan as a menor'ial to his seeond
ri-fe, Hrs. Caroline Sargent Gastman" Mrs. Be11e Hobbs Gbstman left a Eeq-
oriai funC for a iibrary in the school'after her d.eath in 1p1r6."....'',:

The preceding
."iiiqtory of the Decatur Schools"

, : bY Fllss Hildred E. Price

illss l{arion Sllgar, presehl priuclpal of E. A..Gastinan S:::::l , =--.
Roy 0. Schilling, former prlnclpal, state thlt {t.Has are?;r= :---:1:
und-erstand.lng that the statuary eane from the 1903 s+,. tc:1s r::l:n:
Fair.

0n october l.2, 190& the Art League commlssloned Leona:i i.=:-"i* zt-Decatur eoai ninerlcho became arwell-known anc,hlghl_r :;==:.:.
sculptor, to do a bust of Mr. Gastman; The bust 1s ::--s---== -.: E-rrure
been true-----on display at the school that bears :'= :-:"li:.
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ciSducatlon minutes, Hrj-t+.en ia l{r. Gast-

p. !4 (neu buildlng authori-z=:.;
p. 98 (Metvitte Patterson's i:-a:,s lcr
school approved.)
p. 101 (new school to be nanel i:: :. A.
Gastman)

New Schooi 3:.=:: l{on:::.;.:---
L3, 7970, C=::e-1e ard

Decatur Revie-*, 3a-..,

column on 3. -{. l---::n.
New Positi or. "Y-:- :::'::,

i"*::e"---: '":'i-=;, Sepi. 4, I!04, Fipe
lryla--,r; l:r--r" : -,:=;- ierald and Revlew, Dece.

-': :-s+" of E. A. Gastnan.
::i-.=r ay E. A. Gastnan PrPils'

::;: l:.-=iman, Decatur Eegier+, April 1t+, i??4.

- :- ;, --::se }::-:siing Co., Chicago, 1903, last a4d Pres:--- --i --:: li'uy
:i lry::::;= ::: i-.ae;"n Couniy, E. A. Gastman, pp 267-689; t:=f;-*F

- ie:rrary 6, L9)?, 0tto ayle
- !ia;'- 11, 1905, E. A. Gastman

3=rd of Fianagers).
lz11:r Reviex, August 4, 1907,
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A desc=1;--1 :: ci --i:e 3. A. Gastman School as xrit-uel i1-
Bradford Cr:-.::l- t z--z i975, fol]owsl

Ine !. -. l--.:= School, designed by FI. G. Patte=scl 1t
L954, reli=ese:--i :. :onbination of arehiteetural styles ci --:e
tine. S--;;les 1:::::clated in the strueture, include frs=ers=:-ii3,
Queen A:i:l=, a:: l--:ical; however, the overall design ec-:_i
ne I2a4 4 -^ =---6

i-onaresi-:e ieatures in the structure are characterize: 'oy

the ccr-nec-,3ap a:cned windors, and gables lncorporatlng -"-ur:e--s,
and. rcu3n :::,r jace: iTlasonry incorporated. in the foun<iaiion.

Queer. i:::ie features can be seen in the varied. nind.or sj_z=,
use of sel'e:e- textures and colors.

Th: 'll-=ssical style is incorporated in 1ts d.etalls sucn as
the pal-ai.ian r+indoxs in the d.ormers, eorner pilasters battie-
mented. eastellations, topped entry-ray, ove:all symnetry and.
keystonei. iist-floor wlndows.

The cverall deslgn can be ca11ed Ecleetic because lt is not
true to a.rr| cne styIe. It lncorporates several styles into a
sin61e arehitectural form whlch was a conmoa practice in thls per-
iod.
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J. A, Gastnan Schoo1
210 Hest t{crth

1904

fee sehool at the uerthltest sorrter cf Church and !{orth Streets 1s 1:-.s-
:rj.aed rith the hlstory of 3nlbll* schools ln Deeatur, xith the hlsto=y oi -r.e
:=rr for rhom lt Has named and wlth tlre story of the butl<i^1ngrL-r-sal-f, as a rcar-
:.srt to that aan.

Flrst of aI-1, this *ras the slte of the flrst pub3"lc school in Decatnr. 0:i
iebruary 15r 1"855, a etate law requtrod tlrat all dlstrlcts raalntaln free school:
for at least slx monthe each yaatr. Four nontha later, or in June, 1855, plans
were begun for a cchool but1d"1n6 rmrl*usly calIed" the Btg Eriek, the Seeond aa:{
School, or the Shurch $treet llcho*L. It Has eompleted and,cpened ln the f"l1 of
1857 xhen Deeatur's populatlon was two thousand. ?l:e Stg Erick was usel as a:1
elenentary sehrool" ucltll the fall of 1"9S3 whren lt was d.enoll"ehed. to nale xay ior
the present stvueture, For one year (tB6Z-$) lt also houaed Oecaturfs hlgh
sch*ol tn one flrst floor roorsr Flrs, tucy H" Nelson* the last priatl-pal of tne
B1g Brlckr arran$ed for lts pupl).s to attend. afternoon sessS"one at, the o1C !{ood
Street 5*!roo1"r a prcdeeessor of Sary t{. F}rench [ichoo]-, untlL the neu bulldlng ras
read"y for occuSm"Rcy in $eptenberr 1904.

Tho raan for wham the new bulldlng t+as named. l:a.d ceme to Seeatur ttrree years
after t:re sig srick openod., $e taught thlrd. gre.de and" w*s hea.d. of the priaary
department ln the fal1 of L86CI, $* subseguently became prlnclpal of the lrlgh
sehool" (ln tire Big Br3-ck), serrrS-ng as srrperintende*t of scheplp" at, the sa$e tlae.
!{e went on to ser?s one comxrunlty as superl-ntendent for mor'ffi{trl:n any other per-
son ln the na*Lcnr save oner or f*r forty-flve years, 1862-1902.

0n Setober 5r i.857, whcn flltnols $taie Unlverslty* then Illlnals Sorraal Un-
lverslty, flrst slsned. lts d.oors, &loch A, Ga*tmaR who hed. alrea.d.y spent one te:-
*a*h at, $ureka fiollege and Il1lnals lfeeleyan, we"s *he flrsi studeat io enrol1. A
$or*ral. aanlsersary yea.r 'n*ok later reealled thls f3"rst student Ln 185? as "a +*.lir
red.*halredr hony youns fax.ner from Hudsan, I3-J.lnots, wh* rode dow"a t,o ilor::1 sl a
Load" af pote.tces'n" ?hree years later he became nalr:tatorlan of, l{orma1's fl-:sr-
gr-"d.uat1ng ela*g" Later stl1l he nouId. serrre sver forty years on ihe st:.ie bcart
of e.dueation wlrich r*anaged. the affairs of thla eame nornal univsrsLty, serrl=g -presfu!"ent of, the boazd for several years. A nesr$ ltem ln the Hay 1l_, 1a0-<r;g-
q*}:t{ SgY,lqq r*f*rred to an addltlonal tltle of Sro.Gastnan's, that of pestieat,
of tne board of nanagors of Jaaes l,ltlllkla Unlversltyl thls ln aceorla:lce r1.; l:.
Mll"lLkinrs wlsh*s, $r. Gastman aleo served for uany years on the bca:n :l t:-e Sz-
tlonal ffi.ucatlon Aesoclatlon, beeomlng natl*nall-y kaown as an eC.uea+.cr, -r.1i.s alsc
keeplng lnfse"raed on edue*.tl"ona1 trer:ds.

SI-s* lay Boland., a former prlnclpal of Rlvers5.d"e, 0akl-and. a=l F--.r'i. fr=:tl:
Sehool*, who graduated. from Seeatur Htgh $chool rhlle lrir. Gas;sa: rcs =::peA:::sleat,anC who Later was ensi.Loyed by him, roeaLls ln 19?6 al age nlaety-'.:i3 -*-: !i:. ,:ast-
asJl was a v*ry capable executS-ve, ln tcuch $lth every Cet-=ll a::i as a r4. eri,=:e:Ly
faLr and dependable, fi!* enthlrslasm anel" hls splrlt, that g:o=LseC s:e::c5; se--t--s
for pupils Hetre an S.nsptrattsn to the staffral-l of rhoa Bere r31l-Fs-1- :: l!r.
Chiid.ren enjo.yed. hls vislts t+ c1aegr6otss. She reealLs:5.s t.'.{:g 7:-iei a i=og
ilon hls lncket on one oeca:ilon nuch to the s+,ud.q:ts' ie]-l;r---, :-,i :16 JqA:hea 1n
:lscusslon of it. Physieally, sh* says he Has 3 ver3, :Lg rn;n ldai a ii.o*la,g -]eard
xrLch rhen she kner hln garle no evld.enee of ever n:.rd:6 ':e*s 

=eC. SLe i3€s eot re-
-a-1 aj-s having tralked r*lth a l1np, but nary acee'r.--s :e:-€r i-5 *, .=;i;r aacll.ent
r:j-L: spltt,tlng rails. The axe sllp-oe{., ln;u:i:g =. eti-:€ ixl-*e -m.i'y. IhJs lss=': -.: h=ve tn:luenced hl-s givlag up fara1.:rg :: sec3ee a '-es,cbes, :-aa=1n6 he rould.-:T:= :€ s-.=orl€ enough for heary, physlcal 1a*:=; :g-dey==, ga-.e=leg re=ilned a
i:'r--;1:: -:c : :3" -..n:rcughout 1lfe.

o-) 2r-.4"14 ,.rt- i:'c,zle,r+ " :-X - -3; 
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!1::'"*" cf ::1e:1'- le::--='r:":.-': :j ei.uca-'-lcn -.e=tlr:, m*-tien by Sx,
ifs--f'- ,. a c'==.::i ---: ::=-i 1::-1s ;'*- ionghand - ec'r.gre a:l- ci the nln*
;*.as :::i:;::1s s':;*=i::::-:::s1 - sl--:; that on Jai:uery 1ir -1:i, -,he three board
:3::E-, l. S. i:r--='=:-;?r, .x-:.. ili:-:l : i. iiostetle: a:1i .ri-=: f . :.c:ch, vct-
- :----':-:':sly ::!=: a : ''-il:g :i tro storles and b.;.s=:a:::, x1::. ': 3-."1c of suf-
:'i:i::: =lze -'c'ce:sei - a:r a',rditoriun to seat not lsss l::a::1;t:':rired per*
:::: r re 'cuilt c:: tre s!-s of the Chureh $treet Sehool. A+- subseq:e.t =eetln6,
-i,:l.,ri.i-Le ?a-,:ersc:i oi -leeatur tras named archLtect, xlth th= loaal- i1- o'tsrooks
-l Srrrs!:er a3 co::.t:actors. The flnal btd. cal"led for an erte::L:: of p=ssed brlekg
'Cr:.: baseaent story a.rrd tro eniran**s of Fortage stone, ani xLt:t Seli:=C. stcne used.
i:: s1L1s, llniels "rxl trlnialng ox tl:e other stories. The fla:i cs:: :i +-is bull-4-
1:3, rlth copir€r gutters and copper d"eeora*lve detall, concre+-e sc.ii::1 .,-=ri, ra.lks
:.:i furnlshings, eame to about $5li.1000, making 1t the flnest sch3c. i'.i:'ln: Ln

-1:catur.

0n Aprll L&r l9$lr the board nlnutes recorrl 'nthe new schocl buil.dlq at the
ccrner of ehr"rr*l: and l{*rth Sireets shoult! be knossn as the E' A. Gast:a::3o:::1,
1n honor of the man *rho had served alnost a llfetine ln the inrbllc sc::cls o: *"hls
elty and 1s now teaehlng the thtrd qeneraiicn that h;s attend.eC the p:c11c si'rccls
sinee he be*aae i-dentlfled. wlth the:r. Ii is a fi'r,tlag comp1l*ent, and rii-l-e :he
good work lr+ has done w111 be the nost =ndurlng nonunent that coulC be e::e+-3'3 to
his raemcry, the nans,3f the bulldlng will be there lest we forget".

?he ii" A" Gastir:an Sehool xas C.eClcated Septenber 3, l-904, a t,=n-:oc= bulld-
lngu utth two add.lti-ona1 ix-senent =oons, ani a"hlrd-floor audltorlu& Hl+"h loftyt
ar*hed eel11ng, Sr. Gastman -'u:ch "ssd. a large 31ece af statr:ary, a fou:ttaln of
earaya marbler after lts exhibiilon a+- +-h= S+-. -outs liorld.rs Falr of 1903. Thl's
xas Blaed ln the flrst floor hallxay ln aeaory of Carollna $ergent Gastnan, hls
seeo$d r*lf,e, orlg!-na1ly fron }iex iiaspsi:I-:e, xhon he harl raet as a, fel]ow teaeher la
)aeatur" She had dleri ln Ap:11, 1?C+r flve ron'Lhs before th5"s school- l+as rLedlcat-
ed.n ?i*o sf ttr*lr five chllLren s:rvl-veL irer.

An*ther lnportant plece of s+-a+,:a:;r', a+- first housed 1n the htrgh school and.

later at &r. Gastnan'S reGn3s+u j-n th: s:hooL raned for hin, was & burst of lttr. Gilst-
man d"one by Ir*onar{ kune}Ie, -,::3 jcurg ccai =lner froiir Decatur who bacanne a
famoue sculptor follorl-ng str:C.f xltl i.cral: Taft. Ttre bust, commts$loued. by the
Art tr,eague of Decatr:r, xas lalar cas? r:1 -a:cnze xlth contrl-butlons of one t,o ten
eents eaeh by Decatur teachers anl :::il:, '-h3 rork being done by *. Chl*ago arilst
u$Cev the dlrectlon of !{r. Cnnaile.
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.,,lltli .:' '- .:' . ---
;',,',., 1'. ' r' ' .,,t .

J1r rttic oi s": . ' .

:rir,liloritt.r'. 'n :'-' -

., '.r .. trl,l 1lrl.t . . '

clrit,.1- '1,1161r, - i :'

lron-c to bc usei-l es a lri-::-i t : t''
1.,e :irirrlil cd 1ater.

rr,cre reccir-e11 fi:om afcLi:- -

S,,rrrr. .i.t or eiglrt llt.. r 
- -

1+;

: -::: --: ti:ese sketcl'res ancl the discus-sions
r-:= r:;.,'.r€lrth col1ti11rled urrtil nearlv mid-
:-,:--:. Finalir- the flans of X,[. G. Pattel-
r-:-ir=-adoplgd at I r :4o p. m., Febrllary
-: : _. -r. Tl e rras electe,l srrl f
:-: : -':'-ii,-)11 U^dr tE Ox-^Aprif--&+,
:S- : -._e_irl1nrgolS_gte, it _ruas-.ordcred
-- . :: -- :- = b,-r!ldir:g b e _npi!_sd:Uts_E. A.S4lt-
'--:- i-'-,r,rl

-l--r J..irirsct u'as arvarded to SrvishSl&
-::=]1: ;,-,r 5-12.4.18.88, but tl'ris amorlnt does
:--- -:::-::,'le the heatins ancl ventilating, the
::. :::-s. the electric rviring nof the con-
-:=:= i,-,,-,rs in the basement. It is estimated
.,-z- -i:= :,-,tal cosi will be solne fifty-five or
!-::-; 1-1,1'-i53nd rlo11ars.

-:- ,r:ril rJ, r9o3, R. O. Rosen was di-
:=::=: :i-, prepare plans for an addition of
-. .: - ".s to be built orr tlre south end of
--:-= _-a':i,son street school. I{e was directed
: ::-'-.-iie for using as much of the o1d ma-
:.::=- ::,.n the Church street house as could
:= ::::-:zed. Bids rvere invited for tearing
r:-,-:: :-rt olcl Church street scl-rool.

-:,: : ::reeting held April 24, r9o3, a con-
--::.:: ;ra-< macle rvith NIessrs. Su.isher &
:: ,:i.:,--, tear donn the old buildingj as no
::-. i:.: t,teir received to do it. They com-
:::-::-:ic rrork the r]ext day, and the total
r: :: T:a> S,_r.S.98. O1d rnaterial 'r,vas sold to
:-:: ::: '-::-rt of -siSo.4o.

.-: r--ir',rch street -school building was the
.---..: :-:il,lic school house in the.city. It
rr:= =:.crerf, h 1856-7 by the directors, Ed-
-r:: - , -i. Sr.nith. _Tasper J. Pedicord, ar.rd

:1r,:: E. Shepherd. An addition of trvo
::-:::s i',-a: made to it in 1879. No record
r: :l= c,:.: c.i the original house has been
:-':::-"':,'-:: t:ariition says it tvas about $6-,
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Ga ttffiischool
Sold t;;C[u ri:ifi

1:. Sidd]eBy Linda Doherlv
Gastman School ha: :+i:

empty since classes e:lceci la,.:

1'ear. But the building ai 110 \','

\orth St. nay not re:--ta;:
empty for 1ong.

Supt. Robert Oake. ' -
members of the Decatu: B' ., -

of Education Tuescia'. :..:.-
that the schooi has beer : :
the !,irsl United liit: -...: ..
Church for $148.500

Fin'st ]trethodist r
Bffs'ffiuffiffit;T'

Bl Linda Doherty'

The pla1.'ground stands empty
a:i deserted. NIanl' of the
."'.rndoivs. once adorned rvith the
c-rarrings of school children,
no\r' are covered by boards.

Gastman School has remain-
ed racaxt since classes were
finished iast spring and the
chilcren rvho filled its rooms
ari rallt'ays ri,ere moved to
Fre:.:: Schooi-

B:: the school building at 210'. l',:,rh St.. built in 1904, soon
:.:'. :egin to take on a new

}:atur School Supt. Robert
O:.::s said Tuesdav night that
Gar::an has been sold to First
U:.:re: -"iethodist Church for
!,9.r,:r'i Originailv the district
i;. :,r a-iil:g S195.000.

c:s,-:ran School was one of
i .: .c:i,,rl district properties
c '=:ec i.:r saie last fali. The
"-::s \l'ere Stephen Decatur

- :- S::,:oi. 100 N. Franklin
'- flcorado Sc,hool, 1050 44th
! anC li acres east of the
':, Stepnen Decatur High
S -:. -.:,1.

Dr. Harold Lovd. pastor at
First Methodist, said today a
church committee is in-
vestigating possible uses fcr
the Gastman building.

The lot will be used for
church parking only, he said.
and possible uses for the
building include making it a
place for Scout meetings to be
heid. a place for craft projecls
to be done and possibll' the
location lor rvorkshops.

The committee will repc::
June 16 to the church's ac-
ministrative board on ', r :'
should be done rtith -:'
building. said Dr. Lo1'd.

"\\'e rvould be interes-::
any non-profit group n'hi .*- . -

need some space :: "--

plenl5 rve'd he

share," he said.
"We'd like t,., .:'' '

historicbuilCir. ., flcan. \\e d.id:' -.
buildins | '

forthela:'.:.- : i "-
room tc, €1::: -

Relaiec S':'", i,' t -



in a renewed effort to dispose
.: school buildings and proper-
' ii does not need, the Decatur
Srhool District will begin
aclertising those properties it
ias for sale.

Since the Board of Education
placed six properties on the
market in May. the district has
:'elied on news accounts and
ri'ord of mouth to let the public
krorv of their avaiiabiiity.

Kari E. Meurlot, school
district director of business af-
:-:r's. said the distrlct has'. :red *'ith a realtor in trying
: ::-soo,qe of one property but
:.:: nlrt f ormally advertis-
:l ' : ,'.ir of the six pro-
: - :: :.-.i school board was

'-..-o rn scil rvill be
: : .:: r Ihe remaining tivo
- : : -: .:. :,-rtential lease or
: -,. ::: .:i iiatlons between
r . s ---.- -- ,:isiricl and the

a l'e:l
T:.-, -

by t:.e -- -:. - - -

:,,, ap u'ith tJ-re park district.
- -..ier terms of the swap
:::eement. the park district
'," a-i to be offered first chance
: :'epurchase the property if it
'' :s ei'er sold.

)eca:ur Supt. Robert Oakes
....: ThursCar,the park district
.-:s expressed a desire to
:: -. i :t .:ire tie 25 acres.

l,:_ri,tlations on the W. Grove
: -,:-l pr,rnert"v and the Ex-
-::^,r Schooi lease are conti-

:.: re said.
. ::'. school district is suc-

, : .: . - :1r selling any of its
, -": propertr', Ihe nlonev

. . '-: a rr.elcome ilclditiorr to
. :i:tE opet'aiions and

- :r'.: :-e lurd. This fund
: .- .,i i-r gr_r iieep into the-.:: :le\i f eli,' 1'ears

:":'iol' increasing

- - :'r5.

- , - :.r'i-, c0ulci Ilake a
: -: :.:1.-.:^ pruiit on the Saie Of

tt. )?7

one propefa.v - -:-: -ti a:ies
adi acent t!\ ::€ :€!{ :ji:l
sch*... | = '-.'' :. !.'.:-ii
south ol E l'1::;: l-;i ;ro
extends from the : i:. s::r,-,1
propertv on the .i=:' '". :. :-
ford Street on iie e:s:

The school dis::::: acqui:ed
30 or 37 acres las: lt-.:--c€r b'.

exercising an i,i:::'l li lao
taken on the p: .:+:'ti' h
February of i973. n'l-:: -jie ier
Stephen Decatur Hlgh properry
was purchased. All the iand
li'as owned bl' RaiPh
Barding.

Of the 37 acres no\Y for sale, .

seven \lere purchased fol.
$6,500 an acre in 1973 and the-
renraining 30 \\'ere acqu.ired
last vear for $9,500 an acre.

if the school district realizes.
ils S14.500 an acre asking price,
it could receive i206.000 more
than i,t paid for the proper- .
l --Ll.

Sehool Distriet
-- ? Fzt jk.*.+ioi

to Advertise ropertiesr0ur
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PAST AND PRESE\T CiF .\.I.{CON CC)L]N1'Y.

,i \or.crnJrer, r8.t . : . -.

.,.1r .1ett. lti< l,l.: ....iiraficr) Iluffrrellr-. . .:. i.- : -

- I Ie .,r :Ls thcir on1-r' .. .. I :
''' :1r- rcrror-cci tir 11lr'l ,r. :.: . . -

'.,.-i ,.1' i--1-:.,^ ^--. a' l'r'sr oi (-iricago. Sli t,. - .

' ,( { :.lll\' :r feSi,], ; . :

: .:i statf,.:lnd fronr LL..:.-.
. -.;'ic,. cottntr.. lt l-:ts i.. 'i-
' ' I iL),'rjacon CoLtnt_\- alt,t - :.- .-
' .. r,i iatril olt aicctilll :. \' -.-. .

- ,, rr'lrich harl aireaili' h,,: :

r. t1\-aiicrit, 1i T,alcr lic a,,1,- . , l
i laf tract rtt l(lrt\-r - iiCl -: -/- ---

just across tilp road'from hi/ i,.,r,-.:'-.:. -
clraqc. aud he \as activel-r- f *rg.u in :l-.e
ol,eration of hi\ land for sr,/rne r:ears. jr
connectioh with \eneral farfing l:e ergalo,,
in stocl< raising \o .u*"/"..renr and ::-e:
n'ith goocl su...=\ in th{ raisirrs of !:,.,ss.
Sirtcc r896 he has !ractifallr lirle<1 r.:i:.,1.
lcar-ing tire rnanage , - :-l: a-:- - -- -

s,--n joseph, lvho c'. -:ai : : :: aa,

attention to,the raisi\,( of fruit. The iar:r
i. r'r-,r--r' prochrctir-c
:r'trii';r Ior the ca
upon it.

E\OclI.\, GIIi-UUHAL
-\. (iastnran has a rccorcl harrllr-
; irr tlre lrist,,r-v c,I tlre c,,,,,,trr. it-,r

: -lt i I)t,c:rtur sclrools. Scvcral
- . -rr,ic,1 ir his ri.signatiorr, bLlt

, r :,-.1r,,1 'lroarri and his fril,rr,,-
- - - .'r'!ir11 lt.int to rcrna.itr in tlrr

:- .. has so honor:rb1r, airrl
. .. r cirr- il tltis grcat cotn_

' .: . .j':'!L r scit()(t1 svsti:nt tharr
::::: ertrilrrrtablc in Iargc

i ::: :: rittlrts. rnar-i<Cr-i altil-
: r _ : :r,rn oi Fnoch _\. (,ast-

t - r : -. :,t tl,rse 1v anrl lrrot.ni_- . :- : :lti, eclucational al,-1
. - - :,.- rr,t hist, rrv oi tlre

- . :I .,1t-.ru,iiltoutthe
.- .,. l. :,c1;r,.,i.,1_

' : :-. :. al,::-gits iS tltat
: _ :. : , .:. :t :1:t pt11pit.

:, : . I :- :- i:.,:t., t]ti:
t - : - :: I t:- tlle

.- . : --::::,1-,.r-
': _ _ _ -: - ..- : t-ir i i

.

ri-. i ;l>iiltAl 1ltr :: ti: .: .,..-t-.ll -,,. h, :[ ]tt
1i.: a ::tt i1l Ct,r]ltltct, lt..t.. :. ii-i- are h,-in-
,l:-. i. ,,i 1tc,tp11 1'1r,, ltar a j-,, r1 nlricr ltis:r:.,i.ictiirti anrl -,r lrl -Lal.-ir,-,ii 1e lrge tlttir iir-
rltlrtL',iittss t,t hir,r ior. ii.r .lraDing thtir
.ntlrsc in i.ar1r- -,-.,:irs that in later liic thtr.
havc'ltccr-tnrc r.aiLrt,Ll iact.)rs in thc affairjs
,,f the valious conrrrrLrnilit,i irr l,hich tlrcv
lravt lii cr1.

Cilster, Pennstrl ania" altd t
born ten chi
loh:r, r,vho is

n, thcse st
llll'f1e(l ar.l ll s in Oregon:

I,.srph. 1y s singie and rcs CS':11 :-- - -

in r854 llr.
::rar.r-iage to l\,Ii

tuffme1,
Nla11.

Benjamir.r, u.ho ist
{arr.ning in \\:hit

yieids a handsolie
d labor bestorved

was united in
rtman, o{ Lan-
them have been

, l-ife c.f ]lrcderick l\-ers; and

i':illr' . :.'

tolY1-r-

iioirer
nt in

are
and

lnnic, a home.

uffnter-er has serr-cd as
rr: tciln and as riitcll con]]tr

I

'-s. beitrg thc prescnt incrin.r
'- r1' ,rffice. He arrri hi_s farni

IJospitality reigns srlpreme in t
' home. rvhich is a nloderrl fra

snrroLrnde cl by spaciorrs iarvrri

ir
e

i ; ;3t-.LrG--U.,L*;rf C" / A-L-.-*?.) /qds
t
I

;

1it4

sltarlr'trees:Lrrd
h is political

r1ort
inflrrential part

1-his opirrioni
lcigl'rbors :Lrrrl rnany

lilil1 ' ,': -

,,.:-F

1.4 l

!: ; _ :i':
I "-

di-

i-: i '*::- '
i -'._ - ...:r , 'i ' i:{:' ' ::::''- :::':'-l
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6SS PASI- AND I'ITESiJNf O1T MACON COL\TY.

Llt,rCl- -!, r-r.,:--:,t:,1i is lL tr:LtirC t,i \err lrriul t,-!,: - -. .r- : l'. illo iritttrll',i
ioik i::-.-. :,, ..i l,ii,.l,,iL liis etrtire liic hes lltltl :(\ e l,-- - . .:. - : :". i.lalltils tcl-llI ui

i)L!jtii]li>:Uiirl-L11ill.,iserrt1hc1ras1hcc1ccil_schocr1.ll.Ll:.."..-.'
rsi i,.,',r l i tltc:tatt rvhich has sti llotlr-rrctl til hc ha-':--.- :--J( ui:'\etl-
hirit. Hts rl.rlri rla_r- rt.as Jure t5, r8.34, I-ilrt lcett itiitt,l:. - .. , . ".'-.:---: .l '.i:rr. arl,l

in-11,i'ri.i;r38,ire\\'lisbrotlgllttt.r^\Icl-eltn. tlit-r-r:(r.-; - i': .. - . -':'-:1'ri'"Lr'
(-1ii1',\'jthti:L1tilr-liotneil.liligestal-,iislltri rlccarlr:s i;l --- -' : : '"crir
1l!.iil1i1li:.]il.'Hiscar.11.1ifervas|lL1itt1\.tttlc1tt-ii..:-
1lr::c'ri it't lL nratttttr ttot rtulikt iltal of tlrtlst pcrioti l:a : -' - : :- ':. - ' i

bor-,r of the pcrioil. Ilool<s \\'er( al\\':i-\'s :r scho,,1 l''-'1.:-. -'- --: - - "'..-"-
s(iiil'ce oi pie:rsLrt'e to hinr anci lris itrtcrest o1l.l \-a'a,l' -.: - . : - : : -

iir the \\'orii of tite schuolroollt ProlllPted tion u'i:1r - - :, - --. -- ' -: -l- r:i

ltint trt eltter r1por1 thc teacl'rer'-q pi'oies-sir)11 cloittg !l,c ..:--. -,:. r. -:. :- -.- . .---;-::
iiShCnCxfCr1ttl:rtl1rtlirt1.}{err-ast\Yt11t,\,ofhr.eo...'...-.
i-e:trsofagC\\.ile11otrt1rerothtlif)ctojler,spr;1'eo:ii:i..-'...-'..:
r8-;4. hc fir'-si, Look liis placc in tlte SCLloOl- u'aS gti.:l -',: I -r.... 

-,.,.-- - . .':

].Uillll;t.:rttitt-ll.tl.1,,I-Jl,ei]ll(']llj,1U-rt..littrtlst......-.-....
Sal'lrrook, l1li1ois. 11 ifie ]-e:lr 1855 he u'as iars pe:' '-:--:- - : ".-: - -r:r'- - : -.' - ---- I
a stLr(ic1rt ir-r tlrc l1linttis \\rcsiel-arr Unii'er- ncililb-,::--. 

"r--.' 
-.'::.: '': ::.-'-:' '. : .--'e

sit-\' ancl i1 t[e Io11ou'irtg Year iie accepted hrrrrrLir.,:,:-- .'---' ----;:. - -: ..": 
--' '--'- '3

a positiolt as ieachcr in Iiappa, .[i1inois, to iit-cci-ri :.:; :--- :( I'q:ll ,-11:i3.- c - - - :. :,,

u'herc he rctlr:Lined f or nine mo1lths, or llr'. L-::" ':l-:':l sS.cd :c be rr'1e:1se - lrc::: 
"is

lhrorigiiorrt thc schol:istic vear. 1n t857 he colrtr:L.i i.,'i:-: tlec:,t'.1r a1ld rhe boi-ri ic;'.ir'r
egtcrcd linrcl<a College and on thc 5th of to thi. i!i.rr-it br- ailvarrcirlg his salarr- t'.]
( )ctobr:r oi that -,-eur itc matricrilatc(1 irr thc tri't1r'e irur'.,ieii. -\Iatlv irnportallt !rosilions
l11ilois Nornal Unir-ersit1.. It u-es o11 that hai't lr.tt.t otered hin'r, fo.r .tris repr'rtation

rlate that thc instituti", op.rr"a rra t-r. *", has spread Iar and wicle andi'his name has'1
.-raJ.rxlcJ rvirir rhe first ciass un llte 29rh Leen ir .cr:Led lrigh on the roil of prorrrinent

,,-,f Jr-r,e, r8(ro. 01 the roth of the foliolving edtlcators in l1linois. ,Again and again he

:r-1-rt.mber IIr., Gastrnan bccame connectecl has received flattering offers, and at one

,-ir the schools of Decatur, being assigned tir.nc hc deciclecl to accept one. Accordingly

:1- :iti.1r as teacher i1 the third gracle. he presented his resignation to the'school

_1. sr.:ii.rg ol i86r he taught a three board, br-rt it r,vas at once proposed that }lis
- . :::r:r ,,,f schooi in HuCson. lilinois, salary sirould be advanceci to tuienty-f;ve '

'-- -::ir 6f -fr-r1-r., 1862, he rvas ap- l.rundred dollars per year anci that he should

r: .. . .-:.- -..-irrrintenilent oI the cit1, be elected for a term of five years. Certairl-

: - . - . ..: :.:ri the first principal ol 1y no higirer testimonial 'oi the public re-

_ . . .:-; he has reilairred con- gard or o{ his great usefulness could be

---r,--:--- :--:-:. i.-, gir-e an entire history given. As long as L[r. Gastman r',-ishes io---:r--:--;:1:l-. i'-, S1\C all c11Ll1 tr lirsLUrJ 51vLrr. arr rurr6 4'

-: l . ,, = .. ',---: :t :;, present a faithful remain in the position it'is undoubtedly his.

- , eti"rrrl lle has, ilcleed, become a part oi lhc ':-.- "
- . :_:1_ , ,1a s\"srell1 of Decatur. If e l,r:r.-s instit.,l:. _ ::- ,

ilr1li Le1ltfit to the sci't, 'i'r1s : ili: -''''' '- :: '

. :::-tr.si irl thc il'Urk har c ir-.':::. -'
:- I--::igai1 his tcacl'rtr.:iiiI1r-. ---- '

Cgi . -ii--+

a+ -. I' +,'.-
i=:



'-Ilr

- : -ir5S, -: - -.- -. :. ::i' lr ltC
: -- -: : i itS -i].. l-\' aia,.t..1.,i;tttti \.itir all

. !::.--it:,-. :.1t,1 llts u,atcited rvith keen
' , -: , :i-.ir co-r1r_ic in liIe after lear.ir-rg

: , l)Ltring his sLrpcr.irrte11clency llore- . :: ihoLrsancl clip.lon-r:rs har.e bccn as-
, * :- io the gracluates of the higtrt school
, -, tlr.'.Ltr and tirus lear.ing his gLlidance
,,::19 1llel1 altd 1VOmC11 har.e go1le oilt il]

: : i-;orld, tltanv of thertr to atta_in to prolti-
:::tce and honor in the activc. rlSeful a1r(i
:..:r,ritant rvalks of Ii{e. lIr. G:rstn.ran iras
:-.,..-,'ar-s been a .c1ose ar-rd eartlcst stuclcnt of
: iral ancl, ecorrorlic qrrestions ancl oi a1i
tLings 

, pertaining to the pro-qress oi Lhc
i','orld. I{is inte rcst of course h:is ce trtererl
:.long the line of his choseir fie1J of labor
anil I're has been quick to adopt all r.reu.
ineasrlres rvhich he belier-cd rvould contrih-
ute to intcllectual prosress anri intprove_
rnent. I'ublic spiritecl in an eminer.rt cle-
srce his labors have been of thc srr:atest'beneht to Decatur ancl his nar-ne figr,rrcs con-
spicuously in connection lvith the ecluca-
tional historv of Lhe state. !-or a half cen-
tirrr, he has been a tcachcr of Illiuois anrl
for thirtrtrvo years of that tiure iras bccrr
a member of the state boarcl o{ erlucaiirtn.
during .,virich time he has beeir acquaintcri .

t'ith all of t1te sta-te -superintenrlents. bcing
l pr-rsonal friend of all but tu,o of thc nrrrrr-
b er.

1u Jrrly, r862, NIr. Gastman rr-as unitecl
irr nrarriage to lliss Fra.nccs r\. pctersLrn,
r,i Sublettc, Lee countr'. I11inois, lr,ho i1icr1
!,'r cn tnonths iatcr, anci in ,\usrrst. r864.
l',r rvas again iirarriecl, 1-ris secorrrl nnion bc-
l 'l u-ith f,liss Caroline S. Sargerrt. of Clar-c-

,,rt, Ncv,' Hampshire. ,\t the tinte of thcir
r:rarriage slte rvas a teaciler in the L)cc.r.rLir
-ir,r,rJs. lrnto thcnr fir'c chjj,lrr:r i\'r,re

:r, thosc sti11 lir,ing Lcinc l:1iz:LLi..rlr i,..
'i, of -[ohrr IJ. Pou.eii, of Scatilc. \\-asir-
.r,,1] ; :r1t.l Louise, at ltorne \\-ith hlr rr],

rcnts. Franccs died at rhe agt ,,,i ::-:::
years. \\iitrthrop E., rvho rvas a Sra::::.:.
oI llichigan Universitv ancl an elt,::rical
cngiucer by professiolr, clied at the ase oi
lrvcnty-fivc 1.cars. Floyd i\. died at the age
of ninetcen rvhile a freshman at Ann Arbor,
The tr,vo sons died in 1893 within ten dar.s
of cach other. f Ir. anci l,Irs. Gastn-ran har.e
a pleasalrt hor.ne ou Wt:st North street,
r,vhere tl'rcy 1'rave resicled for thirty-eight
years.

\\-,a1tt\'-t\\'[) -r'i:at's 1litr-c ,:o1ltc attrl gOJlc since
,:,n F. I'iclile lrccarnc a rcsiclent o{ _\[;_r

, u,hcre for some years he fo11

fariniri . lrut is nor.,. liling a retircrl liic in

count\i, T 11cssrce, born -|rrnc :9, r.9
,rf _Tolrn anrl
also born irr

ilah (I-cfler) Pir:1<1c

ford coirntv, rvhe thc r-nother

catur, h
Church

died r,vl.ren hcr
teeu years.

Clreer"es. -[fe rcn.r
natile coLrnl-r- ilttii
alrorle in -Iolrnson ,

lrirrrrc 1rr:ir.lg at No. 2o7S
t',.'rrt. IIc is a natir.'e of

n Nen'ton n,as

c father rv

orth
ri forcl

+, a son
ho u,ere

Iacl of fo,.rr-
again nrar-

n'nsirip
fields

ried, his seconcl ion bcing ith lliss Sarah
n a iann in his

ren he tool< rrp I'ris

hc estairlisherl his lr

rois. l'here he contil cngaqe in general
'l'hcre l'erc tn.o
t calle to llacon

rbject being Jo-

feu, yearp, aftcr l.hich he took up is aborle
upon a-'farm in SoLrth \\,heatlancl
and engaged in the cLrltir.ation of t

:-1
r.. E--i':

;=;i -:',i3
-:.. ilir::i r i*'=

_.1
,b*'

i-i+- :r;-
i - -:l-:

,- ;:: :--?, . ;- a.,;
;r- =

, , ,;rrt"-.F
t1,cre fr:rr al ir \\' \ !.:tr:. IJr. next r-ento dto
Piatt corrntr'. ltut altcr a short tinre retr
to ]lacon corrutr- artrl lir.ed retirecl in the
of l)ccatrrr rrntil his dcath. which occrl
1[ar' :. r9oo.

il:
,:,:+r

Nir\\rf'o\ I'. PIul{LIr.

s"1,lr Piclile. rr lr, ;Llrir, ,l 1 ,.1.- 2l,r r:1 :R\n, rs1-

tlirrg i11 tlru riilr's,, ' JI .'. rrltcr-e ir, c,,rr-
rlrrctecl a lieat rlarlict i i e sltnrt tinrc. He
tlten cnr:agc11 irr tlrr lrai,lu.are bu\ine,.s for a

J. 9 Ol""-4- il& e-*-,-e, %*q. , /?oS
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I11itois, rvhile later
in llope count_r-, Il1-

farn-riug until his
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1
"iea1 pblic school hlstory i-n Decatur begins xlth the BSSa€e of -"oe

s:hoo1 1ax, February lJ, 1855, which provided for the taxing of all the p*i-:i:
cf the state for the ed.ueatlon of all the child.ren ln the state, and requ!-:ei
-uhat all d.lstrlcts naintain free schools for at least six nonths each y:ar.
In June of ISJJ ground for a school at the eorner of Chureh and Forth Streets
ras purchased fron tllsha D. Carter and hls wlfe. These were lots 1, 2, 3, 4
and J ln Block I of Band.yrs Addition and the purchasing price uas $800.

"The new school bulld.lng known as the "Big Brick" Has started the next year
by the d.ireetors, J. J. Ped.dleord, 8.0. Smith and P. B. Shepherd. 0n the first
floor were two good-slzed roons with recitation rooms ad.jolnlng each; on the sec-
ond floor was one large roon and tlro small reeitation roons. The new build.ing
ras opened. 1n the fa11 of 1857 with J. H. Remsburg as prlnclpal, an,l Davll L.
Bunn and Helen Parsons as teaehers. At this tipe Decatur's population was two
thousand., and. taxable property was valued at $U+5r776," .....

"In l-860 Enoch A. Gastna./;:ffi Hudson, I11lnols and asked. for a job as a
school teacher. He was hired as the prlneilal of the prlnary delnrtnent of
the "Big Brick". The followiag year he was nade head of the high school, then
superintend.ent of schools. His tern of service in the latter capaeity was the
longest in the hlstory of Anerican aducation, /+5 years. At first he recei-ved. as
superintendent $60 a month for a six-:uonth terna.o ....,

"In 1903 the o1d Church Street Schocl or the"Big Brick" ras replaced by a
new ten-roon bui1d.lng costing $+81839,72, Durlng the tine of lts construetlon,
pupils attended the lJoorl Street Schooi in the afternoon. Each mornlng Mlss Denp-
sey and her ehild.ren held classes, anC at noon the chlldren packed all thelr books
and bel-onglngs ln sehool bags and took then hone. Then I'{rs. tucy Nel-son and" pup-
l1s from the "Big Brlek" noveC in lor a long afternoon. Durlng the short, winter
days, the school d.ay end,ed. long after sunCown.

"After the new bullding ras conpleted., a petitlon slgned by nany eitizens ras
presented. to the board asking that it be caI1ed, the E, A. Gastnan Sehool. The
large plece of statuagy in the haI1 there Has purchased by E. A. Gastman after
its exhibition at theti{or1d.'s Fair in Chlcago ln 1893, and. was presented to the
school by Hr. Gastman as a iBetaorial to his flrst wj-fe. Mrs. Gastman 1=ft a nen-
orlal fund" for a 1lbrary after her death." ..r.'

Excerpts from "History of the Dacatur
Sehools" by Hl1dred. E. iri-ce
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l*:e-.r k::f E:vl-er Sunday, Au;ust 4thr 1907

*$sci{ ,{' GAsrH.As I$ SEAI :H Bos1trx

$sis R6U$IVm $AfilHpAY SflItSlSG SltSCNg AHD SADIEiS lmATXr-fr

ANUTg SNSHflTUYIS flAI'SE
i{Ircs w(PECTEm rS A}t}ltrYS :ffi tIfY HI?!t B$itr fi{IS :3i!tIXG

EE^3cL A, eastaan, tate eUperlnter:d.ent Of the publle schools of leeatur,
.'=: Sa:,riay, AugUst ], at tne fari<er Housel Boeton, Haggaehus?ti=' Sl-s

:g:--t r:.s eailrufi un*xieete by hls Secatur frtrend*. idherr he Left hore about

:m reeis a4o he i** *s-*u11, apSarentLy, a,s hs had. been for severa"l yars'

Several frlend.s of the fasrlLy recelv*d telegrx,ne *nnot:lrelag hls d'eath'

I:eso r=ssages cane frsa ${rs. Saslna$, whp was wlttr her husband' at the ti3s'

i3+,3r in the tay a Bss$a6e was reeelved. saylng that Sre. Gastss'a rrould'
'-"a:zre 3ostoa Saturday noon for Deea.tur. The expectail+n ls that she rlIL ar-
yj.re he=e thls ov*Irlirg on tlre !{abaeh Senttnsntal tra{n, Ho annouaceqeut of
i,:.€ tire of the funere.l lra,* he*n &ada*

Sugerlatendsyrt, &nd. Sr*. Sastman l*ft, Besatur tr*o reek$ ago for a 1J'easulc
*:1; t-rrrough tire *&stn they vlrlted a c*ek {nl{ew l,{amSnhlre asd then x=at '"o
3-:s-:on, aertvtng th*re On I{oUd.ay },aet. ?hey }:art planned to retu:rn }'o t'het'r
bore the flrst of, tha eu:rent rqeak.

seATll ffiIs rt sfiffi$fisltrs

l{r. *aatas{rfe d.eath sas due ts bronchltle, wlth rhlcb he had frqueatly
-ceen troubled, Frld*.y he xa.e not xe}l and ::esa.ined. at hts hotel all i.ay. Ie
.,"he eventr"ng h@ felt aueh batter a:rd. se*t out f*r a walk, bellevl-ag *iat tbe ex-

erclse r*uld do hia 6ood-. Betlteen tro aRd thr*e Orclsck Sa'turd'ay ao::alag Lrs'
Gastaan r*as anrakend by the iLlaesE of her husb*.*d, and at ctee suagoaed a
physlclan; but death ei;ae before ndleal" ald" arrlvsd' A *eakeaed beart hastened

the death.

E. A" Gastnas Ls sgrvlved. by hls rlfe and. two daughtars, Hrs. Loulse Goben

of Carlylel I3-Itnols and Hrs. Slleabeth Peee?-L of $eattle. Hashlagta.

}TAD OISSEA HTS LITEI$ SOBK

Laet eprgg Hr, Gastaaa te*dered hla reelgn*tl*n as sulsrlntedent of the
publtc eehsilc, Sofere be left for hls vaeatipn trlp he nas hsy coapleilng
nl* r*ports to tha et"ate $Bperlniendent an* so f*r as xas trnssl-b3-e up to that
+.ine, ionp].oted tfr* $fgh $eiro*l year book. fhus It aptrrcars tlrat pactlcally at
the tlne th*.t he fiad flatehed }11l xork In th* sehools he shotrfi 1ay d'orn the
b'.rrd.aq sf Llfe.

l|._r
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Fen gen have enjoyeC ac=e :x'r=rs!ve acquaS.ntarrce ln Decatur thaa {ld
E. A., Sastnat. ttrai rras r:de ;ns=l-=1e by hls ilfe tipe of nork 1a j:he

trrul:lic sehools oi t:Ls e!-iy, ri:e:e for forty-ssy€n ysatrs he sas a i.eaeher
and for forty-flve yeaxs of ?h=--; -..iae he ras superlntsad.ent. Eecerr:1y the
statem€nt xas aade th:.t so far as ras l,.noxn there r*ae enLy a slngle ease
where any EIan had servai ea::?!r:isi:s1y longer tiran $r* Sagtuan haC. served
ln that 3nsltloa.

i{Ir .frS?ORI fHAt 03: gUit SCiiOOfS

t{hea he eaae to }ecatur i,nere }ras a slng}e school bull.dlng* That ras
later lusra as the Church Street Schooi and. upon tirat slte aor sta&ls a
nex, aoder$ strueture hroioa a^s the E. A. Ss"stmar school. In 1860, rhen
Hr" Gaetiuaa bagan tha*=e as a ieacher ln the thlrd. grad.el there were but
four rooss 1n the bulldrng! Tnat na-g efterxe.S, enlarged.n br.rt before hls
death the ealarged tnrlJ.drn€ hal reaehd. the potni where ti had to ba torn
aray te maJ<e ro*a for ths Eoie coEFiol.ious structure tlrat La the d.Ead. Eents
Boau&ent,

Thus he ha.d. iivd. to see the sehool s3rsten of thls clty grox frorn oae
bulldlng of four rooBs, to eleven bul1c1age, the 6reater prtlen ef thea
havlag elght roo&s and tirlg fa11 there r+111 be opened another grade seheeJ.
bulldtng, and in a.d.ditlon i:irare ls the hlgh sehool bulld,j-n6.

As the syetea greu in tire ausber of bu11d:La6p roqulred.r a$ tt grew [n
the adrmatages offered the p,rp11s arul today itte r*hooLe ef *eeatur hoJ.d
hf€h r*nk ln the Sxrb}le sehools of the stater

13 SPIRIT DETi'ISPSS T}Tffi

ffiueh of th* develoPseut of ihe systea ras dus to the personal work of
$rir, Sastaau. 8+ res grogresslve a1na3rs, lle ras a.l*ape x,a elcse touoh with
the teacirsrg of the schools. iia IGe!. the 4ata11e of the nork aad Eas l-a
sympathy vlth the s;[rlt ttrat poalsd. sonethl*e b€tter fCIr the pupl]e"
ffle enthuslasn was srr tnsplratien to trhe teachare and that, enthuslaas f"n
hls rqrk aerer flagged. fdtbat he rae ever youthfuL arrd xl:*tever el-se r*ae
sald of ,s, A. Gastpaa lt never ras sald. ttrat he felled. to keep abreast of
the tLsee 1a hls school ld.ea1sr aad so far as r.as Suoe*lble the seh*ols Har*
c*nd"uoted. aceor'd.1a6 te xtrat he bsllevd. ts be th* ld**}", but alray*fborp the
nature of iblags that eould oaly be far frou the mark that he *rould haye.
Hl"s cl.*ee assoclatLon r*J.ttr the bariL of ed.ucatlen5 gract&*.al}y balng a trert
of, that bd.y. gave to hin lrhat soae teaehere la*k, an tntiuate la*orledga of
tits lluJ.tatlo$s laBoeed by the Laek of fuads, h,y th* Llmtt* of taxatlsn,

S fan da;rs i:efore the laet eoruaenee*ent xhea Sr, Sastman xas telklag
ts sose aequaS.*tanses abaut hlr retlreseat froa th* $s,hsslsr hl"s i.ntleate
relatfcn wtth the b*arr[ lres so;e.seatd utrion. I{r. Sa*tman then sald that durlag
hLe ter* as $up*rlntend.ent he kad" alrays aeted. ae clerk of the boarrd. that
durlug hls scrvlse l,lt tirat eap*.clty he had lssa*d $srrs"nts for ne*r1y txo
mllllsu d,e}lars, Bur*.rtg aL]. of, that tLme hs Cld alL of the bookkeeplng for
ihe sehool aecoulte.

a
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l"lC.ad; U:,e Ear0/ t i!:it *:t o. i-, G:,sitaarr *eIlyd, &s Sulprtnie*dent lg
-l+eatur, ilr bal :e'!ls ts e*:i place=. 3*ffi t"lraErt*S hie ts fesl#ar &tce
*e ;dl-j. brv* glae .::a tlle sta'r€ nc:=eI at fierh****le; &,ri tJr+ boa&€ af e{u-
+:tlcs {lt*d. rlr i6 lecL-!,ae. in l=tur* fgr *hat e&gsss Lsn th*y eff'ered
::h a.s :,:aeasaad sai-rl. l*r. &-tsaa l.*c15"n#. *lre tncrs*ss ten{ered h5.e.
ierer-ai ;1* rttiltJ! t&e L.ast ka tr*are Hx* $metmarr Srefexr#. t* reelgl aai
s;end bts =ea,e.1l1a6 fe#.:!B ln 1u!.et hrt each t{ms ttrs*,* h+ er*ff#p*tsl lt the
seabm si 't},e s6ard, aEkee ilr k r+es*sldw ht* &etemXxst*mr

i,ect :',.r r be r,a:c ti:e ?aa1ttye arinou&ssffisn* tlret h* Hgtild &st be cqnneet-
*i r!.{.: :}le se&ools arcti*s -T&al. i}rai l"ttt}.* tlna ha se.ld. rae yo* hle gr*
3ejst^h b* nwl,l sped. LE tb6 aa.'!oye*ri of, qw!.etx

iiT! 3.rJr*s if,.S lfeTl*l{ff

&. ;*i+.&aa oo;roy*. :!E erteaslve aeqtrai***aoe theowhout tha stats and na-
t"lca as aa C.m,tor. fl. B,s a =eeber of tlr* a&ate ba*cd. of edeeatie& fsr searly
i;r*y re6.:ss rr{ fq a }.c6 **5,-r€ r:€ lrast*ertt *f, th,*t, -bffirr&, shleh wnagt* *h*
4ffaks of tile Btei. loq-al rrri verslty. Iss* *Itm* he e$lght ta xesi€s that
;rcslti.c, st, als ls{6rra!d66 ras Lecll11gdr

it rs :'lic Alrlt;a t&a e:caa of ane*&sx'th** &r. kstEes sea a giLacr
fs|:r llt reqlf {l[ tlH,t be-ud.r Bre atuEnr aseqef,etlsr* af the *eraal ta:.egat*d
I-:. &,,st&*E to ap;rc before iby*:sor ilalmes *"p* c*k tihat a reabsr of t&Etr
s$gsel,B,tlo ba Easd as a ueeber of ttre sta.*e herd, *f educ*tLen, Itr. G*gt-
Eae B&i€e6td. ssrlmJ. ir*s@ rho nsrJ,d. be aecoffibS* {.o *he as*oeiaf,!.oa,
fit b6C s i&fiSht st te 3l.leo irlssalf. k'h*n tI** S+ws*rsr *ad,e tbe aBpolat-
seot .1. ,t,. iaatraa c* sirr";gtssd tc 1ea:* tb**lt h+ rs& bss* shs*ett for tha
;laee' ia:tt-zrpcllriy aLam tla,t tlEe F'i3. iiaeiese hag bem * aeeber of the
;oa.rd,.

rtElre I[ itatS ]i*tr]S{i$

X=. ;astra& s.a sal.d. to Laye atterdd. eore nostSgg* ef t&* stata t'*aeh-
ers' asso{*.atlo !}an arf oae aryr 11vLB. $lnee }S$ ha haA i}eea a aeab€r
oi klat orEaalactJ,en, rbic& be had serrid Xa *rarmroX +.fftet"*l *apacltl,es. S+
raa @E of tk ;{.mc*a la ilre state teacbesr x**df,xg +*e1E aad, lt res *.aa
tc ht-a tnrk t! t}*t orgao&atJ.a 1n aa eerly d*,y t&*.t mrch ef 1Aa pon*arl"*p
a$i srlcc€Gs mg dusr ll=. Cast*aa Bs a aeab+r *f, th* board Ef &lrsgts?s ln
Lire i{atlr*rel Sucatl.cn :tsscsLatlm asd oaa of tbe es*"tve u+n Ls. the bos.3d,*

jhe: '*bg coEeaoc€a:sflt *:a:rcis6 rara beld la **qat]lr laat Juas Hr. S*mt*
=aa =a,:!.e 

hla phllc fararcll as Su1=r{'agant*t *f tfue e**ra*]. s3ret*a* At th*.t
tl.re lr* satd, th:t hc hsd Alvea tls test Jre€{r=r ef hfs ltfe to the s*rs16s
rbte& bega.u *irea bc res trlatt-slx and elrid. notr whaa h* ffis ssy€B{f*f,l&
ysrs of age. }r:rlag trls sgrrlca as eup+rlate:*1eslt therw tr*d, b*an gradx*ted,



froe the neeatr:r hlgh sei:ocb ir-?3 =;;i1s, At tlrat. tlme Hr. Gastila"n form*,lly
lgtrod.ueed hLs successorr E, !' r1L=;le.

]n token oi thels zlryrecl:ilor. cl hls efforte i* behalf of the schco3.st
tho ffret neek 1a Juae the reacl:- oi the publlc sch$CIls gave Hr. Gastsan a
roeeptloa at the sehaol iirllirnE lmlch bears hl* nase*

Ti-TE JF H.]j YORK SI?T

$, A* Gastsaa rras a aa--!ve cf Her York flIty1 where hro wa,a born June ).$1

1"83tp, and. when he ras fctr yeu= of age hls Sm.rents resoved to I}llnols. They
B&rE a prt of shat ras '&o-l i=c-m - ths Hudson co1on3r, a large party af
whtch eax.e f?oa the east ani 

=e=.ii:d. ln S4clean Cou::ty in aud about the plaee
$herq the vll.lage of {rdsou !s ncil Located, ?irere oa a trralrie farn hls boy-
hood. d.ays fferB spent.

t{l* experleaee ras i*,e ex;erience of al} of t}:e sers of ploaeers. }l1s
optr)srtuaS.tLes aad a.d.reatages re=e fer. I{e had. no op}lorLunlty to go to school
untll ke nas elevea ysars o},i :r*i then for *nly a felr aonths eaeh year. But
tio read. much, at leasi fo= tiiose -'lEes, for books !{ere sea.,rc€r He read. all
that he CIsuld. get hoIC of. 3a'- he h+i. no tho*g*:t sf antr ll-fe exeept that, of a
fa.rmer"

lih*n he rrasi a yorrag Ear. en ae.clieat €ri1tdled htm so th*.t he fea,red that
hs eeuld Bsy€r d.o the bar, rcrk requlreC en tbe faru ta thoee daye arl1 he
nu:nred. hlc attentien to '&l {u'"les of a schosL xaster* Th* *e*tdlnt ooeurred. 

_ I
whon he waa sp1ltlrng ra!,}s. A alsd.lrected" blan sf the a"x struak hts ankLe *nd
eauEed e $ouad rhtdr fsr a ti.re +Jrreatend. hLs 11f*. $e x*s *lways s*nenhat
Laso be*auee of tbat acclceui, tut sooa after 1t oeeurred he ffes bsdLy lautad'
l{e fel"* that he Eas e{}rI=Usd to iaachr ?hen he profltted. }ry hLs d.*votlon to
beoka.

sBcHiF.ES misT sfft001,

Hhea he ras treaty Jraa.rs of a6e he secure* hle flret **hoo}, ?hat rtas ln
Chene3r'* ffrove, near nhat ls nor the vll1age of $aybr*ok1 Ylrere he taught thrse
B$n*hs ln a 1og house. Ee alirays sald that hls effert as a s*hool" teaeher $&s a
fal.lure. lle felt 1t becar:se he ras aot lnvtted ts tako the *eh*ol for anothe:i
terp a.nd he ras aot cartala that be ro'rrld have aeeepbed ttre l,s\rltatXon tf It
hsd b€ea extended. lben he atteded. the Uasletrran unlverelty f,or a tern and
Lat*r xeat to Sureka eollege. ?hea ihe state norlaal scheoJ. s&"5 opened ln L85?
arxl he $aE the flrst pp{.1 anrolleC a^nd fros that lnetitutleu h* rras graduatd
1a 186O. That faAL he eane to Deeatur aad begaa hLe $qrk [n the puh}"lc schooLs'
lle wa* ffret a teacher 1r tire thbA grade. For tN* ye&rs he held that proslt'toa
and the$ he beea.ae Superlaterdeat. '*hen the htgh aehooJ. rae srsanlred he was

nade prlnelpal and. held both posltioas untLl :.870r xhen {he peitlon of prlacl-
pa} xas made a.R ladlvtiual oae and he contlnued as Sutrrerlatondent urtttl hle
retlreaeat last slrlag.

C
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HIE PAIIIX-Y L,[tr8

E, A. Gastman $as me;,1.lsd. tS S'rances S* Petersoa ttr i852. ftey had.

3eetr Sehool nates at $oma}. $h* d.led. 1n lese tha* a yeirr aftsr thelr
ra:z13ge and ls 1864 Ue marrted Si*s Carol!"n* $, $argeat of Ciaa-ont'
X. i[. To thls irnion Hsre bora fLve chl]dre$] ef whoa tro su:rn!-ve, !{:s.
G+ben aad $:reo FowelJ.* Srs' tlastaaan died ln A3rrl1, 19$lt atl oa C'hr'Lst-

aas .iay, 1905r he wa,s smrrted at Blooulngtotl ts Fliss B=ILe r-. Xobls, xbo

survrvl+ trtgr a-1,*o he La survtved by GeorSe *a*{nan, a brote:rr udEg
in Helean eglletlrr hut he ls ln feeble heal*h *.nd. the expectat'ioa G that
he 1111 b* unabl.e to attend the funeraL ln thXe elty.

ffir. Sast$ents rsereatlon ras Sard'enlag and farplnt. llls *elr+t r5.s

r{ofklgg ln the gaxder rlth hls flowers ard. hls vegetab]es. iie ss fcad' of
Uees #d a"t s11e tlme was aat!.anal,ly eonsldsred ea autherlty oa that sub-
jeet,

I,IFE l,l0EK HAS tr'gd P6igl,l,If"S

?he reeord of a llfe uork of fi. Ar *astmaEr stand.s alaosi rlthout a
paraS-Iel ln the htotory of the eountry' fcrty-f1vg years as the hea;l' sf
ih* **u*r,ttonal s3r*tea ln a eity ihe slre of Sccatur ls ehert of la3Yelors.
Hhen he *ane to ritlre lt rgas a voluntary ast, oa hls 5nrt. There n4s ta
hin no lntluatlen thai he had eutllvd. hls traefuluese la that posltla.
So mu*h lrad tl:e eeabsrs of the bard ef educatloa gSom tc d'epad upm' hlr
th*t thep r*or*.d have prefarred hla to re&elrr.
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