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iiiress; 210 W. North Sireet, Decatur, Illinois.
~Z. A, Gastiman School,

e of original construction:’ Construction began in 1903,
" v

Dedication was held June' 10, 190,

Naze of original owner: Board of Education District #61.
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_Historys The E. A. Gastman School. replaced the old "Big Brick™ s=Z== ===
torn down. . Gastman School was started in 1903. The outiside is r=f mrizsz=
and Bedford granite brick, The original cost was $55,000. ther hox sm=7”

repairs for leaks, etc. no remodeling was done, Fire doors wer® Im=<z=""=c
in 1967 by state requirement. A prize possession is a Carrarz m=r=l= Tomm-
tain, which Mr, Gastman purchased at the St, Louis World's. Fair for §720.20
and presented it to the school in 1905, Gastman School was dedicated Jum=
10, 1904 and opened for school the following September, ' The firs sscapes was
the only one of its kind in Decatur, being cylindrical in form and resemnlims
a corkscrew,
Gastman School has housed elementary, junior high and high school

students, , o ' - ' K
Their P,T.A. was organized in 1912 through Jane MacMillan's ef-
forts (early teacher and later principal). When the third Mrs, E. A, Gastman
died in 1946 at 93, she left $15OO 00 to the school for the Belle Hobbs Gast-
zman Library,

The flrst school clinic was located in Gastman School,

Mr. BE. A, Gastman,for whom the school was named, died August 3,
An editorial appearing in the Decatur Review August 4, 1907, had this

"We have named our flnest school building for him, It is spoken of
z2s a monument and it is fltting that it should be so considered, His 1ife has
een wrought with our schools and in their records it will be shown to coming

(The above was written and submitted by Mrs, Esther Post, January
24, 1974) ;

"Real Dubllc school history in Decatur began w1th the passage of the school
zw, February 15, 1855, which provided for the taxing of all the people of the
te for the education of all the children in the state, and required that all
tricts maintain free schools for at least six months each year., In June
o 1855 ground for a school at the corner of Church and North Streets was pur-

chased from Elisha D. Carter and his wife. These weres lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
in Block 8 of Bandy's Addition and the purchasing price was $800.00.
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Present owner's name: Board of Education District #61.




" A. Gastman afier its exhibition at the World's Fair in
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"The new schsool -‘--:i:: known as the "Big Brick" (¥ES STETuat Tre meT
year by thv direciors, J. J. Peddicord, E, O, Smith znd Z, Z. Shegmerf, Im

the first floor w=r= =w: zoci-sized rooms with re01*-:i:: pagic Rl i i - 3
each; on the secon® Z_oor wW=s one large room and two sm=ll recii=iior nams.
The new buildinz w=s cpensd ih the fall of 1857 with' J. E. Zs=Samw ==
principal, and Z=vii L, Ban_ and Heleh Parsons as teathers, 4t === 1ims
Decatur's populziion w=2s two thousand, and taxable properiy w=s va_m=g 2
445, 716" s ven i e

" "In 180 Znochz A, Gastman came from Hudson, 1111n01s and ask= Tor =
job as =z :ccoo =22 :er. Hc was hired as the principal of the mri: =—y TE—

partment of ths Brick". The following year he was-made-head of 1o=
high school, thsn superintendent of schools, His term of service iIm ia=

‘latter capaciiy was the longest in the history of American educa,ion, Lo F==<=

At first he received as superlntendont $6O 00 a month for a six-month t=rm.
@6 68

"In 19203 :
a new ten-roo
tion, pupils at
Miss Dempsey

14’ Church Street School or the "Big Brick" was replaces 7
1lding costing $48,839.72. During the time of its construc-
eaied the Wood Street School in the afternoon, ' Each morn:.no

nzr children’ held classes, and at noon the children packel
=nd belongings in school bags and took them home, Then Mrs.
Lucy Nelson znd pupils from the *Big Brick" moved in for a long afternoon.
During the shori, winter days, the school day ended long after sundown,

"After the new building was completed, a petition signed by many citi-

zens. was presented to the board asking that it be called the E. A, Gastman
School. The large plece of statuary in the hall 1her3kwas purchased by E.

Chicago in 1893, and
was presented to the school by Mr, Gastman as a memorial to his second 1
wife, Mrs. Caroline Sargent Gastman. Mrs., Belle Hobbs Gastman left a mem- . ‘

o

orial fund for a library in the school after her death in 1946.".....

The preceding are excerpts from
"History of the Decatur Schools™
by Miss Mildred E. Prlce

© % -Miss Marion Sligar, prescnt prlncipal of E, A, Gastman Scn-ol, =z=°
Roy O. Schilling, former principal, state thit {t'was always =m=i-

understanding that the statuary came from the 1903 St, Lo
Pair, 7

On October 12, 1904 the Art League commissioned Leonard Zrum=lZ=

¥

* Decatur coal miner who became a well-known and highly _e;;r‘ai
* sculptor, to do a bust of Mr. Gastman, The bust is now-=——== == Tla=
been true----- on display at the school that bears hisz nzz=,
The above two ii=azs writism =mF =min-

mitted by- Cuao;$::5~lé¥é;Ln-~_. j

February i, 1°7-




- Iorfes ¥ pmfoms 27 Zoard ofRducation minutes, written in Mr. Gast-

1227 -- p. 94 (new building authorizsd)
1322 -- p.. 98 (Melville Patterson's 31345 for

school approved)
7 ., 1303-- p. 101 (new school to be namei for =, A,
Gastman)
Sept, 4, 1904, Fine New Schaol Op=nzs Mondzy.
=

- ald and aniew, Dece, 13, 197 Crunsils and
f B, A, Gastman.,

- E. A, Gastman pupils, Decatur Review, 3z2z.,

= tman, Decatur Review, April 14, 1972,

uary 6, 1937, Otto #yle column on =, 2
11, 905, E. A. Gastman New Position ¥:
of Managers).

eview, August 4, 1907,
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tne 3, A, Gastman Schocl as written =v
1975, follows:

The = zstzzn School, designed by M. G. Pattersecn in
1964, repr =z combination of architectural styles of zn=s
time., 3Styl=as coroorated in the structure, include Roman
Queen Anns, zani Classical; however, the overall design could

e labelled Zelectic,

Acmanescue features in the structure are characterizei oy
the ccnnected, arched windows, and gables incorporating turrets,
and rouzn rock faced masonry incorporated in the foundation.

Quesn Anne features can be seen in the varied window sizs,
use of severzl textures and colors.

The Clzssical style is incorporated in its details such as
the paladian windows in the dormers, corner pilasters battle-
mented castellations, topped entry-way, overall symmetry and
keystoned first-floor windows.

The overall design can be called Eclectic because it is not
true to an 1y one style. It incorporates several styles into a
single architectural form which was a common practice in this per-
iod,
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. A, Gastman School
210 West North
1904

The school at the northwest corner of Church and North Streets is inter-
twined with the history of public schools in Decatur, with the history of the
m=an for whom it was named and with the story of the building,itself, as 2 monu-
zent to that man,

First of all, this was the site of the first public school in Decatur, On
February 15, 1855, a state law required that all districts maintain free schools
for at least six months each year. Four months later, or in June, 1855, plans
wers begun for a school building variously called the Big Brick, the Second Ward
School, or the Church Street School. It was completed and opened in the f2ll of
1857 when Decatur's population was two thousand., The Big Brick was used as an
elementary school until the fall of 1903 when it was demolished to make way for
the present structure. For one year (1862~63) it also housed Decatur's high
school in cne first floor room, Mrs, Lucy H. Nelson, the last principal of the
Big Brick, arranged for its pupils to attend afternoon sessions at the old Wood
Street School, a predecessor of Mary W. French School, until the new building was
ready for occupancy in September, 1904,

The man for whom the new building was named had come to Decatur three years
after tne Big Brick opened, He taught third grade and was head of the primary
department in the fall of 1860, He subsequently became principal of the high
school {in the Big Brick), serving as superintendent of schools at the same time.
He went on to serve one community as superintendent for moré?ihén any other per-
son in the nation, save one, or for forty-five years, 1862-1907,

On October 5, 1857, when Illinois State University, then Illinois Normal Un-
iversity, first opened its doors, Enoch A, Gastman who had already spent one term
each at HBureka College and Illinoils Wesleyan, was the first student to enroll, A
Normal anniversary year book later recalled this first student in 1857 as "a t:11,
red-haired, bony young farmer from Hudson, Illinois, who rode down to Normzl on a
load of potatoes", Three years later he became salutatorian of Normal's first
graduating class, Later still he would serve over forty years on the state board
of education which managed the affairs of this same normal university, serving as
president of the board for several years, A news item in the May 11, 190%, De-
catur Review referred to an additional title of Mr, .Gastman's, that of resident

of the board of managers of James Millikin University, this in accordance witr ¥r,
Millikin's wishes. Mr, Gastman also served for many years on the board of i~
tional Education Association, becoming nationally known as an educator, while al
keeping informed on educational trends,

b
4 ¢ )

Miss May Boland, a former principal of Riverside, Oakland and Kary ¥. Fr
Schools, who graduated from Decatur High School while Mr. Gastman was su
and who later was employed by him, recalls in 1976 at age ninety-iwo
man was a very capable executive, in touch with every detail and as 2 man extirss
fair and dependable. His enthusiasm and his spirit that promised something bet
for pupils were an inspiration to the staff,all of whom were well-knosm to him,
Children enjoyed his visits to classrooms. She recalls his having pulled a2 £
from his pocket on one occasion much to the students' dslizht, and eng-ging the
discussion of it, Physically, she says he was a very big man with
which when she knew him gave no evidence of ever having beem red,
all his having walked with a limp, but many accounts refer to an =ar
uhile splitting rails, The axe slipped, injuring an ankle quite badl
said to have influenced his giving up farming t aci

- - a
¥=r D= strong enough for heavy, physical labor; however, zzrdening remained a
rits hobboy throughout life,
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...... £ 2>3 in nis own longhand - as wers all of the min-
erinienisncy - show that on January 135, 1303, the three board
Ilzbergsr, Krs, Minnis P, Hostetler and Ja=mes ¥, Roach, vot-

t 2 building of two stories and basement, with z2n attic of suf-

El
zuditorium to seat not less th
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an n six hundred per-
he si-e of the Church Street School., At subsequent meetings,
zlville Patterson of 3Jecatur

K was named architect, with the local firm of Brooks
and Swisher as contractors, The final bid called for an exterior of pressed bricks
with basement story and two entrances of Portage stone, and with Bedford stone used
for sills, lintels and trimming on the other stories., The final cost of the build-

ing, with copper gutters and copper decorative detaill, concrete schocl yard, walks
and furnishings, came to about $54,000, making it the finest schocl tuiliing in
Decatur,

On April 14, 1903, the board minutes record "the new school building at the
corner of Church and North Streets should be known as the E, A, Gasiman School,
in honor of the man who had served almost a lifetime in the public schools of this
city and is now teaching the third generation that has attended the public schools
since he became identified with them. It is a fitting compliment, and while the
good work he has done will be the most enduring monument that could be erscted to
his memory, the name of the building will be there lest we forget”.

The E., A, Gastman School was dedicated September 3, 1904, a tsn-room build-
ing, with two additional basement rooms, and third-floor auditorium with lofty,
arched ceiling, Mr. Gastman -urch:sed a large piece of statuary, a fountain of
Carara marble, after its exhibition at the St, Louis World's Fair of 1903. This
was placed in the first floor hallway in memory of Caroline Sargent Gastman, his
second wife, originally from New Hampshire, whom he had met as a fellow teacher in
Decatur. She had died in April, 1904, five months before this school was dedicat-
ed, Two of their five children survived her.

Another important piece of statuary, at first housed in the high school and
later at Mr. Gastman's reguest in the school named for him, was a bust of Mr. Gast-
man done by Leonard Crunells, the young coal miner from Decatur who became a
famous sculptor following study with Lorado Taft. The bust, commissioned by the
Art League of Decatur, was later €2s3 in bronze with contribvutions of one to ten
cents each by Decatur teachers and pu>ils, ths work being done by a Chicago artist
under the direction of Mr, Crunelle,

In the spring of 1907, Er. Gastzman tendered his resignation. He had done so
several times previously, but each time he had been persuaded to stay on. Now, how-
ever, at age seventy-thrse, Mr, Gastiman was determined to retire., After making
his last public appearance 2s superintendent at the 1907 high school commencement
exercises where he introduced his successor, H. B, Wilson, and afier completing the
high school yearbook and all state reports,ir., Gastman and his third wife of three
years, who had been Miss Bslle Hobbs of Bloomington, left in mid-July for zmetire-
ment vacation in a favorite state, New Hampshire., Two weeks later when they had
traveled on to Boston, Mr. Gastman died suddenly of bronchitis, this occurring in
Boston's Parker House Hotel on August 3, 1907, News items commented that death
came just at the time that his life's work came to a close,

In the autumn of 1975, E. A. Gastman School pupils were transferred to an
enlarged Mary W. French School, and the abandoned E. A, Gastman Schoo} was ad-
vertised for sale, price $195,000, The Carara marble sculpture, the Garolin?’
Sargent Gastman memorial, was placed in Mary W. French 3chool, and the Crun=1lle
bust of Mr. Gastman in the Macon County Historical Museum,
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PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON COUNTY. 147 i

© these sketches and the discussions
uently continued until nearly mid-

mally the plans of M. G. Patter-

(0)ted at 11:40 p. m., Iebruary

rooms that persons damam“: i

4+ -

. 1073 He was elected superintendent of
coo=tmuevion March 180 On - April 14,
..... D3 2 unanimous vote, it was ordered

~¢ building be named the E. A. Gast-
same rooms in . B./Durfee schoc 1 The ;1_tr_act was awarded to Swisher & .
‘were not full. . E or 8142,448.88, but this amount does :
“lude the heating and ventilating, the
the electric wiring nor the con-
in the basement. Itis estimated
total cost will be some fifty-five or
J'the ‘Warren st thousand dollars,
5."n€31'1}’ as may ‘ T g = ooril 15, 1903, R O. Rosen was di-
in the sixth a i - 1 prepare plans for an addition of
s to be built on the south end of
ckson street school. He was directed
de for using as much of the old ma-
'm the Church street house as could
Bids were invited for tearing
“he old Church street school.
meeting held April 24, 1903, a con-
weas made with Messrs. Swisher &
S rocks o tear down the old building, as no
bids had ‘[cen received to do it. They com-
i work the next day, and the total
52.08. Old material was sold to

)

A

m_,‘.

down the Chusch

=1 ———

public_scheool in the iz,
larger and better edifice. of $180.40.
7903. the. fqlluwmg wes - urch street school building was the ' o
James F. Roach and unznimously 2dopt: lic school house in the city. It

Resolved, That we evect d in 1836-7 by the directors, Ed-
Church street school ground Smith, Jasper J. Pedicord, and
containing ten or Shepherd.  An addition of two
ing to be two stories wit made to it in 1879. No record
an attic of-sufficient size to be © of the original house has been
auditorium, to seat not less th= ut tradition savs it was about $6-,
sons, and that we receive irom e addition cost $2,883.75.

la i . 1003. the contract for buildi

l

chitects sketches for floor plans and sleva-
tions to be used as a basizs for fnzl plens 0
be adopted later.

At a meeting January 26, 1003. sketches
were received from architects.

Some six or eight meetings were held 10
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Cost About $54,000,

TERRITORY LAID OUT.

Sketch of the Man in Charge

of the Building.

The new E. A. Gastman school whic
Will be thrown open for public
Hem Monday afternoon from
iad In the evening from T e % o
is the largest and handsomes:
school In the oity f;ut more *hax
SAer, and in reality is ocne of the
»eBool Bulldings fo be =
ate. It cost almost s mect as
Bigh wchool and will Be ampis o-
WOOGE O ITF tArTitory Tor sevess
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PTTe < »  schos
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t ity e e O s

Seal Thare are tie sws Ls _
rat g e
P s T - e
Dlazs = eijec = sad
=3 g ol wi
te work
. t cost

NS Bot yet
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arge

——

school
» two of-
with its four
r each room,
jex all these,

Dare aTe args front rooms

= basement that are the equal of
a=y school rooms In t
waed as such If occasion requires.

ASSEMBLY HALL.

The aspembly hall on the upper floor,
with lofty arched ceiliig and walls
of spotiess white, Is one of the hand-
somest fooms to be found anywhere.
There is & large stage at the west end,
with dresasing rooms on each side, and
oa the fMoor are 4216 opera chairs. .nese
chalrs 44 not represent the full seating
gapacity of the hall. That many chairs
were provided because it will not be
sften that more than that number will
e meeded, but 184 or 200 more people
sould find room in the hall without be-

“ .mg uncomfortably crowded.

TIME OF BUILDING,
; The work of tearing down the old
Saurch street  school - was begun In
May, 1203, and the actual werk on the
sew school started in July of that year
The pupils will start to school In the
sew bullding Tuesday morning. Dur-
mg the past year they have heen.at-

sending the Wood street school.

TERRITORY,

While there are na district boun-
iaries for the Decffur schools the su-
tendent and rd ' of educatioa
agreed that pupils shall attend
e E A Gastman school from ths ter-
“tery bounded by the Wabash on the
Illinols Central railroad on

ety 1

R & Bes

e

= fire

2o

With All New Equipment

he city and can be

Doe of Handsomest Bulldings in the

NEW E. A. GASTMAN SCHOOL.

State to Be Thrown Open Tomorrow

Janitor

—FPhoto by VanDeventer.
CHARLES T, COLLINS,
of the New E. A Gastman
Schoel.

street.

further
The

among

schools

schools

SUgEest

the mew

street on the south

made till after

of changing to be done
equalize the attendance in the wvarious

Gastman =
house ¥ie made kis suggestion throsgh

titilon that

the southern limit as far east as Water

East of that it will probably

be necessary to inglude some territory

south.

final distribution of pupils
the wvarious schools cannot be
the opening of the
There is always a good deal
in order to

THE JANTTOR

Sclected Beeanse of His Good Work at

Ancther Bafidiag

Charles 2a formeriy Janitor
at the H Durfes schoal has bdeen
appoinlsd tor of the mew E A

ol He was the first %o

the name for the sew wscheol|
spapers and Jater passed & peo-
was signed by the larges=t

!
i

&lad that & worthy man didn't have to
die before & monument was erected in
recognition of his life’'s earnest work
in the cause of education.

Charles T. Collins was botn neir De-
catur, In Macon county, in 1870, His
father died when he was a little over
6 years old. When he was 13 yvears old
he started to working in a clothing
store and followed that business fos
terr years. He gave up this position
because it was too confining. When
not otherwise employed he has assisted
C. O, Ebel in getting out eity  direc-
tories. He worked the nor{heast part
of the city durlnx the.past three years

FOR THE BOARD

He first began work for the hoard of
education in 1887,

In 1808 he was appointed Janitor of
the Jasper streat schcol and ield that
Position two years. In 1200 and 1801
he worked for the Barber Asphait com-
pany ax recelver of materials, hut that
work kept him awav from home
much he gave it up. In .01 he fras
appointed truant officer, working that
Year and In 19862, Thix last was a Kard
¥ear for a truant officer, there heing
& much contaglon. and on account of
fhe enforced vaceination of ehildren
He found 135 familles apposed to vac-
cination. but Induced eighty-five of
them to have their children vaceinated
and returned to school. He got nearly
168 real live truants, however, and was
instrumental Ih having one boy senf to
Glenwood. He “learned later that it
didn’t do the boy much good

AT DU'RFEE SCHOOI.

Tn 1802 Mr. Collins was asked to take
the janitorship of the H.' B. Durfee
school, a position he held up to the
Ume he was appointed janitor at the
E. A Gastman school. le was given

o

the’ new school without ask
place He always get along
children and is not afrald to

looks out for and attends <
things  that some people
triflex. He says that to 2

cess of janitor work on
the same as anythi ‘,'

4
00

COOODORE? 3¢
Wil Not Turn

Editor Review Thed/ elig
Will mot  turn out ax af orm
They twice voted on terning -
both times against !urnln. o
deélegates to the Tradds and
#embly were not anthbrized to
their union wonld. be rep
the parade F
J 8. WiLaag :
J F‘." ENTQO
V. CHENY.,
Finsneinl See
b
KNIGHTS SHORT OF
Louisville, Bept. 3.-—Ags a res

deficit in  the entertalnme ng
the Knights of Pythiag hi
campment; just held. an me
sult was flled against the
mittee, gybhmposed
ville regidents. by Thomas b %3
Co., whb claim 3$766.268 Tor L
plied the Uniform Rank

Parf of this claim is for .-
veniences and decorations
for the tent of Major Genesn
('urfuuhan of Indianapeiis
in thief of the Uniform

iemn
of sevente

e
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| church and community ar-

| district has reached

railyard explomm

oﬁﬂﬂa A »L_‘._:r

Gastman Schoo

Qk(;cz L aoict

Sold to Chuifﬁ

By Linda Doherty teact
Gastman School has been !
empty since classes ended las:
vear. But the building at 210 W.
North St. may not remam

empty for long.

Supt. Robert Oakes 1olc
members of the Decatur Boarc 12
of Edueation Tuesday
that the school has been
the First United Meih i
Church for $148,500. =
“We've been having oml

discussions with the chur d: or
some time,” he said. “anc :
my understanding that
will conduet a feasibilitj.
to see how it could be us

tivities.

Gastman School was cne of
four school properties
for sale last fall. To
district originally ast
of $195,600 for the build:

Karl E. Meurlot.
district business af
told board members

the Nori

ment with &
CL for

Western Railway
damages to schuu"

Meurlot said the seiilemen:
of $200,344.25 was for
not covered by insur:
that it brings to an end <
the district has sought for ==-
plosion damages.

In other action. the oz
accepted the resignatior
| Joseph E. Pexerh a shop

A

Firs d/gMethﬁgﬂls‘;

Buys

By Linda Doherty
The playground stands empty
and deserted. Many of the
windows, once adorned with the
drawings of school children,
now are covered by boards.

Gastman School has remain-
ed vacant since classes were
finished last spring and the
children who filled its rooms
and hallways were moved to
French School.

But the school building at 210
W. North St., built in 1904, soon
begin to take on a new

ot

Decatur School Supt. Robert
Ozkes said Tuesday night that
Gastman has been sold to First
United Methodist Church for
$148.504. Originally the district
wzs asking $195.000.
tman School was one of
cur school district properties
Zfered for sale last fall. The
were Stephen Decatur
Zizh School. 400 N. Franklin
- Eldorado School, 1050 44th
S:: and 37 acres east of the
new 5tepnen Decatur High

(o}

5 &

/W;i

astman

Dr. Harold Loyd, pastor at
First Methodist, said today a
church committee is in-
vestigating possible uses for
the Gastman building.

The lot will be used for
church parking only, he said.
and possible uses for the
building include making it a
place for Scout meetings to be
held, a place for craft projects
to be done and possibly the
location for workshops.

The committee will repor:
June 16 to the church's ac-
ministrative board on wha:
should be done with <=
building, said Dr. Lovd.

“We would be interesiec -
any non-profit group who m=—
need some space it =
building) because w= = -
plenty we’d be wi -
share,” he said.

“We'd like to pre=-
historic building ==
can. We didn't i
building, however. We haiEE S
for the land fo giwe She
room to expanc

Relateg Stars

wr S




School Dlstnct to

In a renewed effort to dispose
of school buildings and proper-
tv it does not need, the Decatur
School District will begin
advertising those properties it
has for sale.

Since the Board of Education
placed six properties on the
market in May, the district has
relied on news accounts and
word of mouth to let the public
know of their availability.

Karl E. Meurlot, school
district director of business af-
fiars, said the district has

worked with a realtor in trying
o dispose of one property but
has

Only

not formally advertis-

four of the six pro-
the school board was
‘rving to sell will be
1. The remaining two
0 in potential lease or
?ngotlanons between

minisiras
tions WlL the par
leasing Exesisur
5530 North Fmk B,
nominal sum

The park &=

school

Grove R'” I the Souln Sheres

area.
This prope

swap with the park district.
Under terms of the swap
agreement, the park district
was to be offered first chance
i repurchase the property if it
was ever sold.

Decatur Supt. Robert Oakes
s2id Thursday the park district
expressed a desire to
rsacqmre the 25 acres.

1as

Negotiations on the W. Grove
Zozd property and the Ex-
c=isior School lease are conti-
::jlg. he said.

17 the school district is sue-
cessful in selling any of its
sorplus property, the money
=uld be a welcome addition to
to= building operations and
—zintenance fund. This fund
i3 }jected to go deep into the

yw%nual proﬁt onthe sale of

/5. 1975

verfise Four Properfies

‘one property — ine 37 zcres
adjacent to the new high
school. The IzAd i Ibeated
south of E. Mound Road and
extends from the hizh school
property on the wes: 10 Wood-
ford Street on the east.

The school disirict acquired
30 or 37 acres last December by
exercising an option it had
taken .on the property in
February of 1973. when the new
Stephen Decatur High property
was purchased. All the land
was owned by Ralph
Barding.

Of the 37 acres now for sale, .
seven were purchased for -
$6,500 an acre in 1973 and the -
remaining 30 were acquired .
last year for $9,500 an acre.

If the school district realizes .
its $14,500 an acre asking price, °
it could receive %206,000 more -
than it paid for the proper-.

ty. .

»







PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON COUNTY. 6T

vo 11th of November, 1834. in Pennsyly
:a. of which state his parents, Joseph anf
o (Shaffer) Buffmever, were also -
ties. He was their only child. Tn 1226
ie family removed to Illinois and firsy lo-
cated\west of Chicago.
<ubiect became a resident of MclLea
tv. Lms\statc and from there re: ¥
\qulnle\ county. It was in JL-Q ,{Iﬂa
came to Hagon county and purchaded
acres of Ia\?d on section 2, Whitmpre tor
ship, which had already been pl
cultivation. \ Later he added t

Subsequent!

just across t
chase, and he

as actwelv efigaged in the

with good succes g
Since 1896 he has practifally In ed retired.
leaving the management/ of the farm to his
son Joseph, who now devotes considerable
attention to the raisin > of fruit. The farm
is very productive vields a handsome
return for the carg -a d labor bestowed
upon it, '

In 1854 Mr luffmey I was united in
marriage to Ml':S Mary artman, of Lan-
caster, Pennva‘anla and to\them have been
born ten children - those still living being
John, who is /married and lives in Oregon :
Toseph, wholis single and resides upon the
home farm ,Benjamm Who 18 narrled and

7 ~2nt home, which is a modern frame
. surrounded by spacious Jlawn:

ns A

T

[
he

TUblican and

ENOCEL A, GASTAMAN.

Zroch AL Gastman has a record hardly
verzllcled in the history of the country for
1 1 forty-one years he has remained
fead of the Decatur schools.  Several
has he handed in his resignation, but
ne the school board and his fellow
2en have urged him to remain in the

which he has so honorably and
» alled. No city in this great com-
ealth has a better school system than
Decztur and this is attributable in large
=0 the earnest efforts, marked abil-
it and untiring devotion of Enoch A. Gast-
man. He has been so closely and promi-
tly connected with the educational and
terests here that no history of the
- would be complete without the
D his career. Itis a widely acknowl-
¢ most important work to
ect his energies is that
her it be from the pulpit,
e platform or from the
scHoolroom. Tts primary object is ever the
same, the development of one’s latent pow-
ers that the duties of life may be bravely
met and well performed. It would be im-
possible to estimate the intluence of the life
of Mr. Gastman upon those with whom he
has come in contact, but there are hun-
dreds of people who have been under his

which a man ca
oi teaching. whet

irom the

instruction and who acknowledge their in-

debtedness to him for so shaping their
course in early years that in later life they
have become valued factors in the affairs
of the various communities in which they
have lived.

’;Md/OMWW/Lf@ %“‘/‘79~/7d3
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688 PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON

Enoch A. Gastman is a native of New
York city, but almost his entire life has
been passed in Illinois and he has the deep-
est love for the state which has so honored
him. His natal day was June 15, 1834, but

in April, 1838, he was brought to McLean

county, the family home being established
near Hudson. His early life was quictly
passed in a manner not unlike that of most
boys of the period. Books were always a
source of pleasure to him and his interest
in the work of the schoolroom prompted
him to enter upon the teacher’s profession
as he ncared manhood. He was twenty
years of age when on the 1oth of October,
1854, he first took his place in the school-
room as an instructor, being employed in
Saybrook, Illinois. In the year 1835 he was
a student in the I[llinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity and in the following year he accepted
a position as teacher in Kappa, Iilinois,
where he remained for nine months, or
throughout the scholastic year. In 1857 he
entered Eureka College and on the 5th of
October of that year he matriculated in the
Tllinois Normal University. It was on that
date that the institution opened and he was
graduated with the first class on the 29th
of June, 1860. On the 10th of the following
September Mr. Gastman became connected
wwith the schools of Decatur, being assigned
©o a position as teacher in the third grade.
nng of 1861 he taught a three
mon term of school in Hudson, Illinois,
== cn the 12th of July, 1862, he was ap-

i th superintendent of the city
ir and the first principal of
me high school. Here he has remained con-
give an entire history
esent a faithful

|

COUNTY.

man received a salary of only two hundred
and seventy do r six months’ term of
school, but grad - he was advanced un-
til he has received o average of seven-
ight dollars and
v of the four

decades in which
tendent.  Only
period has he ever
school board. At the b
ond year he was re-a

been superin-
. .
g tl entire

tion with no advance, ¥ man
doing the same w
of five dollars per
spoke of this matter t
was given th
was receiving
lars per year he was off
necighboring city with the salary of twelve
hundred and fifty dollars per year. Wishing
to accept the more remunerative position,
Mr. Gastman asked to be released from his
contract with Decatur and the board replied
to this request by advancing his salary to -
twelve hundred. - Many important positions.

have been offered him, for his reputation :
has spread far and wide and “his name has
been inscribed high on the roll of prominent
educators in Illinois. Again and again he
has received flattering offers, and at one
time he decided to accept one. Accordingly
he presented his resignation to the ‘school .,
board, but it was at once proposed that his
salary should be advanced to twenty-ﬁve
hundred dollars per year and that he should
be elected for a term of five years. Certain-
ly no higher testimonial of the public re-
gard or of his great usefulness could be
given. As long as Mr. Gastman wishes to
remain in the position it is undoubtedly his.
He has, indeed, become a part of the school
system of Decatur. He has instituted many
measures of the greatest and most perma-
nent benefit to the schools; his own zeal and
interest in the work have inspired and ==-
couraged his teachers; and his co-operz=i=

re
ffered a school in a




As far as possible he
come personally acquainted with all
students and has watched with keen
their course in life after leaving
ol.  During his superintendency more
a thousand diplomas have been as-
‘;ﬂaﬁ to the graduates of the high school

I Decatur and thus leaving his guidance
j-oang men and women have gone out in
the world, many of them to attain to promi-
nence and honor in the active, useful and
important walks of life. Mr. Gastman has
always been a close and earnest student of
social and economic questions and of all
things pertaining to the progress of the
world. His interest of course has centered
along the line of his chosen field of labor
and he has been quick to adopt all new
measures which he believed would contrib-
ute to intellectual progress and improve-
ment. Public spirited in an eminent de-
gree his labors have been of the greatest
benefit to Decatur and his name figures con-
spicuously 'in connection with the educa-
tional history of the state. For a half cen-
tury he has been a tcacher of Illinois and
for thirty-two years of that time has been
a member of the state board of education,

during which time he has been acquainted .

with all of the state superintendents, being
a personal friend of all but two of the num-
ber.

In July, 1862, Mr. Gastman was united
in marriage to Miss Frances A. Peterson,
of Sublette, Lee. county, Tllinois, who died
seven months later, and in August, 1864,
he was again married, his second union be-
ing with Miss Caroline S. Sargent, of Clare-
mont, New Hampshire. At the time of their
marriage she was a teacher in the Decatur
schools.  Unto them five children were
“orn, those still living being Elizabeth G.,
vwiie of John H. Powell, of Seattle, Wash-

'wton; and Louise, at home with her pa-

Y
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rents. Frances died at the age of
years. Winthrop L., who was a g
of Michigan University and an electrical
engineer by profession, died at the age of
twenty-five years. Floyd A. died at the age
of ninetecen while a freshman at Ann Arbor.
The two sons died in 1893 within ten days
of each other. MMr. and Mrs, Gastman have
a pleasant home on West North street,
where they have resided for thirty-eight
years,

NEWTON F. PICKLLE.

\l wenty-two vears have come and gone since
Newton F. Pickle became a resident of Maco
county, where for some years he followéd
farming, but is now living a retired life in
catur, his home being at No. 2073
Church Srect. ITe is a native of
county, T‘;\nessce, born June 29, 1834, a son
of John and\Pelilah (Lefler) Pickle Avho were
also born in Bedford county, wher¢/the mother
died when her son Newton was # lad of four-
teen vears. The father waf again mar-
ried, his second uhion being Wllth Miss Sarah
Cheeves. He remajned upgn a farm in his
native county until 1863, when he took up his
abode in Johnson county/ Illinois, while later
he established his homg in Pope county, Tll-
nois, where he contmugd to engage in general
farming until his dcath \{l here were two

children of the fa,mllx whg came to Macon
county, the bmtber of our syubject being Jo-
seph Pickle, who arrived here 3bout 18&0 set-
tling in the VIHS.GG of Macon, where he con-
ducted a me’lt market for a shoxt time. He
then en@aoed in the hardware bug
few years, after which he took up
upon a.farm in South Wheatland
and engaged in the cultivation of th
there for a few vears. He next removed to
Piatt county, but after a short time retu ned
to Macon county and lived retired in the
of Decatur until his death, which occurr
May 2, 1900.
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oY THE \WAT Sl

Deca s Pobdie w.:au.i CTN the history of Deentur sihi \& RANE

Decajur, Illinois |+ ot B A, Gastian dooms fuf M§

& SRRSO L. S SOOI TY SO Gastman was superintendent of wphonls fug

! s g 2 A_ | many years and laid the foundation fur the

g ' - M present Decatur system, The following edi

torial in the Bloomington Pantagiaph 1o
therefore of interest:

, Announcement that Mrs.  Enoch A
4 . Gastman of Decatur is to be one of the
speakers for Founders' day at Minols
Normal university brings to mind the
important role that the man of that
name enacted during the first half
_century of Old Normal's history.

' Prof. Enoch A. Gastman was one of
‘the first boys who enrolled for the
classes of the Normal university when
its organization “was yet in embryo in
1857. He took his courses of study
while the young teachers’ college was
‘still operating in old Major’s Hall in
Bloomington. He was a member of the
first class which graduated from Normal
in 1860, and from the classrooms of the
college he embarked upon a career an
teacher which had few equals anywhere
in the country. :

He went direct from Normal to Des
catur, where he got a job as teacher in
the grade schools. It was but a foew
years until he advanced to the position
of superintendent of the city schools,
where he remained until his death, a
period of about 40 years. ;

But not alone as teacher in practical
» school work every day but as counselor
" and guide to the Normal university,
. - E. A. GASTMAN, | - which had mothered him, Professor
& (Supt. of Schools, Decatur, Ill.,) h Gastman established a  remarkable

PRESIDING OFFICER. record. He was on the state board of

education, which had charge of the

university for more than 40 years, and
much of that time served as its presi-
dent. Mr. Gastman became lknown a#
2 I an authority on educationni matlors
o , ; ﬂ throughout the country, ‘and died full af

. honors as citizen and tencher,

The Gastman tamily atemmed bhack tg

{ ) the community of Hudson, and Profesaoy
Gastman's brother, Ceorge W, (asiman,
lived to a notable old sige ae farmes il
authority on siubjects eoneerning farms
ing,  Professor Custimsn  himeell  Fes
talned hin farm interests in Hudaon fer
many years snd devoiad his attention s
tarmer 1o the selentitle eullure of bhees
and honeyimalking 1

fhe veturn of Mes, B, A Hastiman 8

Normal tor Founders' day should be 8n
osonalon of histerie Imperianes and of

¥ pavennal felloilating, ]

) : L8 B 'E !

‘ Oets 1 Hagls
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The Big Brick: a tir st class institution

Decatur Diary

Our Overcrowded Schools

By Michael K. Burns
== Herald and Review Staff

classes as the an-
crowded Schools
m a emporary so-
3t back at the turn of
- Dﬁxa'u students
g schedule
whether
“lighter
doubtful
on home-
ses ted until
the winter

G
e

as the destrue-
the Big Brick
School, Deca
regular public school

ond Ward

he new school Wwas
s attended

Schoal in the

. stude

he Big Brick, located on the
and Church
ved Decatur
it opened

hool students
ne. High school
first held there

yandation for the

Reserse A Place!

ENROLL NOW

e Cilaaile in

B was si Y
Skipping lightly down 105
vears, let’s turn to George Gal-
lup. an opinion sampler whose
ywn opinions are strong on the
need for picking candidates by
some new method.

Party comenuons resemble
tribal rituals,” Gallup has said.
Almost everything about them
is phony. The spectacular cam-
paigns and ‘give ‘em hell’
speeches reduce office seeking

public school system was laid
in Illinois by a law providing
for the taxing of state residents
build a second school in the
third ward. The school direc-
tors thought this risky business
“in view of the present un-
settled state of the country,”
and ordered the levy postponed.

However, the next year the
first two rooms of the Third
Ward, or Wood Street, school
were erected.

.A growing Decatur faced the
for the purpose of maintaining
free schools at least six months
of the year.

That same year Decatur dis-
trict levied a tax and proceeded
to build - the two
Brick, wih three jarge rooms
and four smaller recitation
rooms. In 1879 an addm
constructed

. H
conducted

P T R -
In Decatu LS -

jon was

Remsburg, whe bad
one of the privaie

schools

answer quickly.

levy a tax of 25 cents p

story Big &

itions do whIp™Ip (he
3 sm needed to launch a
campaign; indeed, they are an
important part of it.

—They do provide a8 method,
however macabre, for finding
the necessary compromises.

—They have produced candi-
dates who, if not all one could
wish for, are incomparably bet-
ter than the country has any
right to expect.

—They do come up with an
Imagine the

first principal, but he was suc

ceeded by E. A. Gastman in
1862.
In 1862, voters decid

red dollars to buy
serious problem of
pansion, hampered
strictive school chart
ed for rural comm
in 1865, the 1c:gs
proved a cpecxa.
Decatur similar to one granted
in 1857 to Rock Island

T‘xe cnarter

First Fecer
sociation, which
vised under ar

States — it mus?
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a2l public school history in Decatur begins with the passas
ool law, February 15, 1855, which provided for the taxing of =211
the state for the education of all the children in the state, a
2t all districts maintain free schools for at least six months each y .
June of 1855 ground for a school at the corner of Church and North Streests
was purchased from Elisha D, Carter and his wife., These were lots 1, 2 d
and 5 in Block 8 of Bandy's Addition and the purchasing price was $800.

"The new school building known as the "Big Brick" was started the next year
by the directors, J. J. Peddicord, E. O, Smith and P. B, Shepherd, On the first
floor were two good-sized rooms with recitation rooms adjoining each; on the sec-
ond floor was one large room and two small recitation rooms. The new building
was opened in the fall of 1857 with J. H. Remsburg as principal, and David L.
Bunn and Helen Parsons as teachers, At this time Decatur's population was two
thousand, and taxable property was valued at $445,716." ...ves

came

"In 1860 Enoch A. Gastman/from Hudson, Illinois and asked for a job as a
school teacher, He was hired as the principal of the primary department of
the "Big Brick". The following year he was made head of the high school, then
superintendent of schools, His term of service in the latter capacity was the
longest in the history of American sducation, 46 years, At first he received as
superintendent $60 a month for a six-montn term.” .....

2

-
i

<

o

"In 1903 the old Church Strest School or the"Big Brick" was replaced by a
new ten-room building costing $48,839,72. During the time of its construction,
pupils attended the Wood Street School in the afternoon, Each morning Miss Demp-
sey and her children held classes, and at noon the children packed all their books
and belongings in school bags and took them home, Then Mrs, Lucy Nelson and pup-
ils from the "Big Brick" moved in for a long afternoon, During the short, winter
days, the school day ended long after sundown.

"After the new building was completed, a petition signed by many cltizens was
presented to the board asking that it bz called the E, A. Gastman School. The
large plece of statuary in the hall there was purchased by E. A, Gastman after
its exhibition at thS“World's Fair in Chicago in 1893, and was presented to the
school by Mr, Gastman as a memorial to his first wife, Mrs, Gastman 1l=ft a mem-
orial fund for a library after her death." .sees

Excerpts from "History of the Dacatur
Schools" by Mildred E, :rice
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CER IN MLEAN,
S
. Came West In ﬁwmwllmauu
fo ond Hxperiences,
astingu- wag born in New
ne 15, 1884, Hig father,
w11, Br., owae & native of
vas & sallor. He came to
by agcident, the result of
‘He was pleked up sdrift
New York., 'There he re-
nerried, His- wife was
nd.  The father wasg em-
yman “in New York city
y criels in 1886 destioyed
He had invested sgome
colony made . up of New
| Brooklyn people and in
acres ‘of land., It was
' Hudson colony and an
nt ahead to locate {t,
in McLean county.
[BY TO ILLINOIS.
1n family moved to INi-
ring of 1888. It consisted
and two song. The Jjou
% York occupied three
me over the Allegheny

Pittsburg where ey
o (Cairo, then. to St. Louls
1linols river to Peoria,

their  destination,

“from
o

was"4 years old when
linois but in an’ address
#hefore the ~teachors
tur. Sm stated that. he
of .the

E H WHOZHme

. There were
.~ houses: ‘oz

F@mﬁgms“m
Wl in giving - his children
vl diwhenever arbook was
:73 he: always got ? as

_:x._, s

N, Was
#0 yveurn
Biiihe

Wit - m< contribu-
£ the n.orud%.,mdm,,

ian stheold Church, street school.
) that SEw ihe public schools were prac-

HOW HI WAS LAMED.

Mr. Gastman told geveral times that
the accident tn hls foot changed his
tife, making m

stead of a farmer,
wae at work spl
opened a cent almc
and picked up the
rest of the way.

with full force an

strength. He mis

struck his  fool,

through to the hone wound wag
a frightful one he  Tost
large amouant r

 week it was thoug
cover. Atfter
that he cou
day ag farme
wag nothing

riod of teachir

y there coverenl only t

1y poart of the winter he did not x.;.
s salary until the' next spring, in
April. He sald he always felt that he

made a fallure of that school and that
the pcople there felt the same for they
did not Invite him to return.” He sald
he probably would not have gone. back
if they had asked him.

WINS HIS SPURS.’

In 1855. Mr. - Gastman attended the
Wesleyan university one term and from
there went "to Eureks. college. © Tye
next “school' that-he’ taught was- - at
mevw in. Woodford county, from April,
1856, to March, 1857. . At Z,Lm school rm
.éoa his spurs as a teacher.. - -

opened- at - ‘Normal in "1857 he was the
first.student ‘to enroll. “He graduated
in 25 first class,.June 29,-1860. In the
autumn of the.same year  he became
connected with the schools in Decatur,
f wém:ufum. as teacher in the third wﬂ.mQ%

ically - witheut system.
as-engaged for:
-at°$270; and
year Te was reappoiunted with no. ad=
vance, - During those¢ ‘two ‘years there
Was nd superintendent. - In 1862 the
high school-was organized and*he was
made nrincipal andalso mcvwgwm:mo:n
of schools.  He held 'the two positions
until 1870 when another was - made
pringipal.  Mr. Gastman continued: as
fsuperintendent of schools withouvt in-
forty-five years until his
end Jof the- s¢Mool
reslgnation was to:

»Mr. . Gastman.
term-of six :nonths

When the m»mnm ~mormal mnwoou was-

Pﬁ.

at’ the .end of the firstl

WIFE SURVIVES IIIM.

Gastman :was . married ‘"three.
times. His first wife was Miss Frances
A. Peterson. -They met at'Normal uni-
versity during Mr. Gastman’s college
days, She was a student and tutor In
the university at that time. They were
married in July, 1862, Mrs. Gastman |
died seven months later, .. In. _Augus
1864, Mr. Gastman married Miss Caro-
line 8. Sargent of Claremont. N. H,
who was n,»amodoﬁ in the Decatur
*hools, Flve children were . born to?
wem, two of whom survive, Mrs. Eliz-
aheth G, Powell of Seattle, Wash., and
Mrs, Touise Goben of Carlyle, Illis The
socond wife died April 3. 1904. -Mr,
Jastman’s third marringe was to Misg
Tello W, Hobbs, in Bloomington, obp
Christmas day, 190 who survives him. _

Mr.

|'recently. apd then moved back

E. A. GASTMAN FIRST (cp
STUDENT TO ENTER
NORMAL UNIVERSITY
He Will Be Mentioned Promi-
nently in School's 70th
Anniversary. Oct 21

1
o

A number of teacherg and former
teachers will go up to Normal next
weekend from Decatur to attend the
university’s 70th “anniversary and
homecoming, Special local interest
attends ‘the g¢eremonies because -the
lete I, A, Gastman, former superin-
tendent of schools in Decatur, will be
one of the many noted alumni of the
university to-be included: »s a memor-
ial merviee.

Mr, Gastman's noEEM wo ZO»SE as
n. student s -mentioned .fn the anni-.
vergary yearbook: “Seventy  years
ego, on Ogt. 5, 1857, in Bloomington
hall, the MNormal university was
opened, 'The first student to enroll

on that morning was Enoch A. Gast-
man, & tsll, redhaired bony young
farmer of ww:go? who rode down to
Normal on & load of potatoes, Later
he became gnlutatorian on ém first
graduating class.” ¢

Charles A, Hovey, & wnp_:n.:w of
whose family lived in Decatur until
to
‘Bloomingion, was' firgt Elbﬁuﬁ of
the university,

A large azenw:ou ﬁ.og Umos?w i
fschools will go up for gt least part |

will mtart
Lhrouw

next IFriday
h Eotyrduny,

and cor 7

27

of the homepoming ceremonies, v \
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ENGCCH A, GASTMAN I3 D=ZAD IN BOSTCH
NZWS RECEIVED SATURDAY MORNING SHOCKS AND SADDENS DECATUR
ACUTE BRONCHITIS CAUSE
WIDOW EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN CITY WITH BODY THIS =VaNING

Zzoch A, Gastman, late superintendent of the public schools of Decatur,

=3 3atu—day, August 3, at the Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts, His

2+n was sntirely unexpected by his Decatur friends. When he left home about
s we=ks azo he was as well, apparently, as he had been for several years,

aral friends of the family received telegrams announcing his
ssages came from Mrs, Gastman, who was with her husband at th

Later in the day a message was recelved saylng that Mrs, Gastman would
2oston Saturday noon for Decatur, The expectation is that she will ar-
hers this evening on the Wabash Continental train, No announcezent of

time of the funeral has been made.

Superintendent and Mrs, Gastman 1aft Decatur two weeks ago for a pleasure

through the east., They visited a week inNew Hampshire and thsn went to
on, arriving there on Monday last, They had planned to return to their

DEATH DUE TO BRONCHITIS

¥r, Gastmen's death was due to bronchitis, with which he had freguently
heen troubled, Friday he was not well and remained at his hotel 2ll day, In
the evening he felt much better and went out for a walk, believing that the ex-
srcise would do him good, Between two and three o'clock Saturday morning Ers,
Gastman was awakened by the illness of her husband and at once summoned a
thysician, but death came before medical aid arrived, A weakened heart hastened
the death,

E, A. Castman is survived by his wife and two daughters, Mrs. Louise Goben
of Carlyle, Illinois and Mrs. Elizabeth Powell of Seattle, Washington.

HAD CLOSED HIS LIFE'S WORK

Last spring Mr. Gastman tendered his resignation as superintendent of the
public schools. Before he left for his vacation trip he was busy completing
his reports to the state superintendent and so far as was possible up to that
time, completed the High School year book., Thus it appears that practically at
the time that he had finished his work in the schools he should lay down the
burden of life,




Few men have enjoyed =o ve acguaintance in Decatur than did
B, A, Gastman, That was mzad: e by his life time of work in the
public schools of this citiy, where for forty-seven years he was a isacher
and' for forty-five years of ihzt iime he was superintendent. Recen:ly the
statement was made thzt seo Was

known there was only a single case
ontinuocusly longer than Mr, Gastman had sesrved

(¢]
(%]

where any man had served
in that position,

HIS HISTORY THAT OF OUR SCHOOLS

When he came ito Descatur

nere was a single school bullding, That was
later known as the Church 3t S

5 chool and upon that site now stands a
new, modern structure known as the Z, A, Gastman school, In 1860, when
Mr, Gastman began thers zs a isacher in the third grade, there were but
four rooms in the buildlno. That was afterward enlarged, but before his
death the enlarged buildinz had rea ched the point where it had to be torn
away to make room for the more commodiocus structure that is the dead man's
monument.

Thus he had lived to see the school system of this city grow from one
building of four rooms, to eleven buildings, the greater portion of them
having eight rooms and this fall there will be opened another grade school
building, and in addition there is the high school building,

As the system grew in the number of buildings required, as it grew in
the advantages offered the pupils and today the schools of Decatur hold .
high rank in the public schools of the state;

HIS |

9]

PIRIT DEVELOPED THEM

Huch of the development of the system was due to the personal work of
Mr, Gastman. He was progressive always, He was always in close touch with
the teachers of the schools, He knew the details of the work and was in
sympathy with the spirit that promised something better for the pupils,
His enthusiasm was an inspiration to the teachers and that enthusiasm in
his work never flagged, Inthat he was ever youthful and whatever else was
said of E. A, Gastman it never was said that he failed to keep abreast of
the times in his school ideals, and so far as was possible the schools were
conducted according to what he believed to be the ideal, but alwaysfrom the
nature of things that could only be far from the mark that he would have,
His close association with the board of education, practically being a part
of that body, gave to him what some teachers lack, an intimate knowledge of
the limitations imposed by the lack of funds, by the limits of taxation,

A few days vefore the last commencement when Mr, Gastman was talking
to some acquaintances about his retirement from the schools, his intimate
relation with the board was commented upon., MNr. Gastman then said that during
his term as Superintendent he had always acted as clerk of the board that
during his service in that capacity he had issued warrants for nearly two
million dollars, During all of that time he did all of the bookkeeping for
the school accounts, .




-3
AFUSED INC2.ASED SALARY

Zuring the many y-ars that 3, A, Gastpan served as Superintendent in
Jecatur, he hzi c2lls ¢ cih:r places, Some tesmpted him to resizn. Once
he could have gome ¢ ihs siate normal at ﬁa}:b&ﬁﬁ&lm but the board of edu~
cztion induced hix @ ieclins, In -‘tuvn for that concession thsy offered
him 2n incrsased salary, Er, Jam daclined the increase tendered him,
Severzl ilmes within the last ten ysars Ky, Gastman preferred to vesimm and
spend his remaining years in gulet but each time that he suggested 1t the
E2mbers o7 ths ooard asked hiz io r»cansi or his determination,

Last fall bhe ma‘e the positive announcement that he would not be connect-
23 wiih the schools another year, what little time he sald waz yet his on
sarth b2 woull spend i the onjoyment of quiet.

215 FAKE #AS NATIONAL

Er., Gastman enjoyed an sxiensive acqualntance throughout the state and na-
ion as an =ducator, He was 3 msaber of the state board of education for nearly
oTty yeass and for 2 loms tize wis president of that board, which manages the

affairs of the state normal university, ILast June he sought to resign that
sosition, Dt his resignation was declined,

n,n

It w=s while Aaad.% tha c3zuse of ancother that Hr. Gastman won 3 place
nimself om that board, Ths zlumni assoclation of the normal delegatad
Er, Gastman io appesar bemre Governor Palmer and ask that a member of thelr
assgciation be nazed as z mazber of ths state board of education, HMr. Gast-
zan suzgestad semﬂ persoms who would be acceptable to the associatien,
bt ua:: no ihought of the place himself, When the Governor made the appoint-
zent I, A, Gastman was surpzzised to learm that he had been chosen for the
tlzce, Contimuously since that time Kr, Gastman has been s member of the
coard,

!kl
f‘

L

ACTIVE IE STATE HSETINGS

Er, Gasiman was said to havs atiended more meetings of th= state tzach-
ers' assoclation than any one now living, Since 1856 he had been 2 member
of that orzanisation, which he had servsd in several officisl capacities, He
was one of the piomeers in ths state teachaers® reading cirecle and it was due
to his work in that organization in an early c’iay that much of its popularity
and success was due, Kr, Gastman was 3 member of the board of directors in
the Hailcnal Zducation Assocliation and one of the active wen in the board,

shen the comzencement sxorcises were held in Decatur last Juns Mr., Gast-

zaa made his public farewell as Supsrintenient of the school system, At that
ime he said that he had glven the ‘ce"t. years of his life to the sarvice
wnicn began when he was iwenty-six and ended now when he was seventy-five

years of age., During his service as superintendent there had been graduated




from the Becatur higr schoecls 1, urils, At that time Mr, Gastman formally -
es H

introduced his cc

In token of their =273
the first week in Juns the iezad
reception at the school wmuiiiing ;

ciztion of his efforts in behalf of the schools,
ch £ the public schools gave Mr. Gastman a
ich bears his nane,

NATIVEZ OF N34 YORK CITY

4

B, A, Gastman was 2 naiive of New York City, where he was born June 15,
1834, and when he was fcu: years of aze his parents removed to Illinois, They
were a part of what was then xnown 2s the Hudson colony, a large party of
which came from the east and se:iilad in McLean County in and about the place
where the village of Hudson is now located., There on a prairie farm his boy-

hood days were spent

His experience was the experience of all of the sons of pioneers, His
opportunities and advantages were few, He had no opportunity to go to school
untlil he was eleven ysars oli and then for only a few months each year. But
he read much, at leasi for those times, for books were scarce, He read all
that he could get hold of, 3ut he had no thought of any life except that of a

farmer,

\!

:

When he was a young =an an zaccident crippled him so that he feared that
he could never do the heavy work required on the farm in those days and he B
turned his attention to thz dutiss of a school master. The acclident occurred
when he was splitting rails, A =isdirected blow of the ax struck his ankle and
caused a wound which for a2 time thre *tened his life., He was always somewhat
lame because of that accident, but soon after it occurred he was badly lamed.
He felt that he was compelled to teach, Then he profitted by his devotion to
books,

SECURES FIRST SCHOOL |

When he was twenty ysars of aze he secured his first school, That was in
Cheney's Grove, near what is now ths village of Saybrook. There he taught three
months in a log house, He alwzys said that his effort as a school teacher was a
failure, He felt it aec;u:n he was not invited to take the schocl for another
term and he was not certain that he would have accepted the invitation if it
had been extended. Then he attended the Wesleyan university for a term and
later went to Zureka college, Then the state normal school was opened in 1857
and he was the first pupil enrolled and from that institution he was graduated
in 1860, That fall he came to Decatur and began his work in the public schools,
He was first a teacher in the third zrade. For two years he held that position
and then he became Superintendent, +¥hen the high school was organized he was
made principal and held both positions until 18?0, when the position of princi-
pal was made an individual one and he continued as Superintendent until his
retirement last spring,
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HIS FAMILY LIFE

Z, A, Gastman was married to Frances A, Peterson in 1862, They had

s=en school mates at Normal. She died in less than a year after thelr
zarriage and in 1864 he married Miss Caroline S, Sargent of Clsarmont.
¥. H. To this union were born five children, of whom two survives, KErs,

Goben and Mrs. Powell, WMrs, Gastman died in April, 1904, and on Christ-
mas day, 1905, he was married at Bloomington to ¥Miss Belle ¥, Hobbs, who
urvives him. Also he is survived by George Gastman, a brothsr, living
1 McLean county, but he is in feeble health and the expectation is that

c
e will be unable to attend the funeral in this city.
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¥r. Gastman's recreation was gardening and farming., His dslizht was
working in the garden with his flowers and his vegetables, He was fond of
bees and at one time was nationally considered an authority on that sub-
Jecte

LIFE WORK HAS FEd PARALLELS

The record of a 1life work of 8, A, Gastman stands almost without a
parallel in the history of the country. Forty-five years as the head of
the educational system in a city the size of Decatur is short of marvelous,
When he came to retire it was a voluntary act on his part. There was %o
him no intimation that he had outlived his usefulness in that positiom.

So much had the members of the board of education grown to depend upon him
that they would have preferred him to remszin,




