Register of 0ld Buildings

¥zcon County Historical Coordinating Council
Addressz: 205 §, William St,.
Z=<= o orizinal construction: 1905,

- .

original owner: Henry Mueller.

distorys "Henry Mueller has purchased the lot at the corner of William
2nd Zaward Streets from J. Edward Bering. This is the lot to the east of
the Bering residence,....It is Mueller's plan to commence building a fine,
modern residence property on the corner lot. It will be of ten or twelve
rooms and will cost about $8,000., He will occupy the house himself mov-
ing from 437 W. Decatur when it is completed.

"On the corner where Mr, Mueller will build his house, the first
residence belonging to Governor "Dick" Oglesby stood. It was later moved
to the center of the lot, where it was added to and the house was made as
it now stands. It is owned by J. HEdward Bering.

Decatur Newspaper Files
February 25, 1905

"Henry Mueller died suddenly of apoplexy at 9:15 Saturday, AM,
in the garage at his home, 405 W, William. He was carried into the house
but expired before a doctor could be obtained, He was vice president of the
H, Mueller Mfg. Company."”

Decatur Newspaper Files
August 13, 1910

"Quiet services were held at the handsome home, 405 W. William,
at 4 o'clock Monday for Henry Mueller."

August 14, 1910

Present owner's name: Mrs, Josephine H, Bromley.




This house, built by Henry
Mueller, Decatur industrial-
ist who died in 1910, has been
purchased by Mrs. Josephine
Hopkins from Lenore Staley
Smick and Mary McClana-
han. Mrs. Hopkins is moving

405 W. William St.

to Decatur from Chicage and
will live in this home. The
house was designed by a Uni-
versity of Illinois architect
and constructed by Stouffer
Brothers., a contracting firm
prominent here years ago.

This has been a Mueller fam-
ily residence for many years.
Mueller chose the finest of
woods, using them on the in-
terior trim and staircase.
There are 12 rooms in this
two - story frame dwelling

g 30,79

with slate roof. It is heated
by a gas hot water system.
There is a two-car garage
with an overhead apartment.
The lot is 70 feet by 150 feet.
H. E. Cannon & Co. handled
the transaction.
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~igshed i the pla.ns for ione. of the

in Decatur thls season. It/is for Henry
Mueller a.nd will ‘be at the southwest
corner of Edward and William streets,
next: to~ “the Bering home. it will have
elevsnr rooms, two ath rooms, paqtry
closéts, and every modern convenience.
The cost will be about $17, 000

S’I‘ART WORK SOON.
The, contract wm be let in a few days
and the work will be” ‘started ‘as soon
as'the weather will, permlt The house
will he heated by the McKmley ‘plant.

RCHITECT W 0 M{)Nabb ‘has fin- i

finest frame houses to. be bulit

There will be a basement under the

entire house. 'Part of it wlll be de-
voted to laundry and storage rooms,
and there will be a servants’ bath room
in the basement. The general style of
architecture will ba old colonial. The

front porch will be large and will have
massive fluted columns. The house out-

side will present a handsome appear-
ance, and the interior finlsh will be
elaborate.

The rooms on the first floor, with the
exception of the dining room, will be
in red birch, mahecgany finish. The

leading to the laundry.
 large play room in the attic.

;____ ' ,0uses
"0 ' the Year in

Decatur

dining room will be finished in. quarter
sawed oak. : :

Mre. Mueller's private room, the bath
room and the guests room’ will be fin-:
ished In white enamel. All the other
rooms on the second floor will bey in
yellow pine.

“ There will be many closets for varx—:
ous purposes, clothing, linen, brooms
etc., and there will be a clothes chute
There will be a
“Every-
thing is conveniently arranged and as
will be seen by the plans, the rooms
are all large. ‘

1905
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)ld Millikin bank

possible historic site

By Jan Gilarski

The Illinois Department of Con-
servation has started the wheel turning
on nominating the former Millikin Na-
tional Bank building at 100 N. Water St.
to the National Register of Historic
Places.

But the owner of the building, the
First National Bank of Decatur, has
written the department asking that the
building be removed from consideration
because of its structural condition.

“It would take a terrific amount of
mgoney to bring it up fo standards to be
utilized for office or bank facilities,”
First National President John W. Lut-
trell said today.

The 83-year-old building currently is
being leased to Richland Community
College, but the lease will not be re-
newed when it expires in August 1979,
bank officials have told college trustees.
The bank plans te expand its present fa-
cility at 130 N. Water St.

Anne Manuell, cultural resources as-
sistant with the Department of Con-
servation, said today an application to
include the building in the National
Register has been prepared.

The next step is for the Illinois Histor-
ic Sites Advisory Council o consider the
application and forward a recommenda-
tion to the state Conservation Depart-
ment director. The council’s next meet-
ing is in September and consideration of
the former Millikin Bank building is
tentatively set for discussion at that

“time.

Ms. Manuell said, however, that the
feelings of the First National Bank will
be taken into consideration. 3

“We are willing to hear their side,”
she said.

The property owner has the chance to
comment to the advisory council and
shouid the Censervation Department

forward the application to the National
Register in Washington, the owner
would then have another chance to com-
ment.

Ms. Manuell said the listing of a
building on the National Register still
means the owner “can do whatever he
wants with the property.” The only ob-
stacle would be if there was federal in-
volvement in tearing down a building.

A similar question arose in Decatur a
few years ago when a developer wanted
to build a federally subsidized housing
project on the site of the Powers-Jarvis
Mansion on West Decatur Street.

Luttrell said, however, that the law
on historic sites is “pretty ambiguous.”

“There are no rulings on the matter
and this is the difficulty,” he said.
“There might be other interpretations.”

Luttrell said the bank’s plans include
“not retaining the structure as it is
now,” but that doesn’t necessarily
mean total demolition.

He said the bank also plans to request
the building be deleted from a proposed
city ordinance recognizing significant
historical and architectural sites in
Decatur.

“Our main purpose in doing this is
that we already have plans for that
area,” he said.

Ms. Manuell said the state had
planned for some time to nominate the
building, but plans were stepped up
“because of the possibility of harm to
it.”

The building is considered to be sig-
nificant for several reasons, she said. It
was designed by the same architect —
W. W. Boyington — who designed the
Water Tower in Chicago. The Water
Tower survivied the great Chicago fire
of 1871.
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GEORGIAN REVIVAL 1890-1215
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., hip roof often topped with
a flat deck surrounded by
2 railing or balustrate

£, chimnev contributes to

symmetry

z, central part of facade may

project slightly and be
crowned with a pediment

n, portico with free standing

columns may form central
feature

i, door set in a tabernacle

frame

j. rectansular windows with

perhaps a palladian window Henrv Yueller Home (1905)

as a central feature 405 West William

()]

The basic plan of the Mueller Home is a rectangle,
although there is an addition in the rear. The openings
on the facade are very balanced, as are the chimneys.
Classical detail dominates the structure as in the broken
pediment atop the roof dormer and the ionic columns of
the portico., The treatment of the eaves as a cornice
is further evidence of classical influence., The hip
decked roof is surrounded by a railing. The colonnaded
portico dominates the facade, and together with the
dormer and pediment above it, give the house a stately
dignitv. To complete this structure, which is such a
classic example of the Georgian Revival, the door is
set in a tabernacle frame,
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S Lo mgain, wWas hullt by a&iramily, with the ‘exception of Fred B.|with adaptabillty in order that the parties as the finest finished Rassince
2 ,1 $1iL Somie say it was!imanager of the edxtern branch of thelfirm’'s goods might meet with the keen-|to the arch. Becauss of s versg®
= cightsen years ago, while|company, living in \’ew York, are 1o-|est competition and still win out, ity his campanionship was ——
S mnin it was constructed asicated in Decatur. 3 Great Progress. sought by business men of 1he .
S rty years. All. 96,, how- The members of 1hex Mueiler Ent- During the last fifteen ysars marked were wont to I« themaseives = I8
= in.open drain o ployes' Benefit assoclltloz‘\‘& ! meet at X northern summer resorts for recrsalies
= o vt O Uy §i£%, atlthe plant this morning, duning which [PTOBTess has been made in the plumb- His rare judgment gave Lim ke po-
= 3,;,.1,;;17),‘ ] ti{ﬂm‘ river!| resolutions anent his death ~will bhe,ing science, for it is such, the stylés of[sition of counsellor to his asscpimtes
S ; o obviate|passed, and arrangements will-bé mads|today making the old types appear al-lbhusiness, and aiso 1o his mes wiwan
swer WAS)to attend the funeral in a bedy. most ridiculous, or, at lessf, cumber-|business friends.  He exhibited & Bem
g igsplaced Inj| Henry Muellér was a remarkable man|some. he improvement In design canjinterest in municipal sffalrs a7 S
= of the | in every sense of the word, his charae-iba attributed more to Henry Musellerfalways found In the frest sass o
ptme teristics being such that he couid read-}than to any other man connected withipublic spirited citizens secing o w
nite i sgwe w111 mot he fits-ll 11y adapt himself to any conflition, with|the induatry, and this fact Is readily|ter the welfare of Decatur's pe -
Vb » workmien will [dig| grace, and still retain iths composuralatiysted to from the high esteem injto expand the commercia e
hi sisugh it. The glazed pipel| hefitting & man of kis ttmtx nnd po- wH&Q e was held by the trade in gen-lof the eity.
¢t i= being iaid in -Prairlegjtion. gpgl " Despite his man simess ~o= e
B4 incl in diameter, and| He was as near er N.a ‘mire, Hier-} ~In w‘& piumbing orld the wordlhe found ample ne - o
g,n piace of a sewer only 12i{anymous Muéller, who died” “fi 1900, as|“Mueller’ “gpeans perfeetion and com-|wa cosnsidered one of fhe Bew =
it {s possible for & son t5 bé. In him, phtrnel! and to the knowm‘ the name men in the city n' s craving
the mechanical genlun. which made thejof "Henry fueller” appeared behind ature was directed mors TEE The
bullding of the great Mueller Manu- the success that attended the mlrkol- chanical and scientif L P L *
facturing ©o. possible, by his father,{ing of the Mueller producta and fiction, alihoug e acTomi
was reproduced, and this power was With ail s mechanicdl ability lnd much of both
: HITAn constantly evidenced in his every daylhis untiring efforts 1o preduce new Decatur has suffsred = - -
& vorhon A0 labor-|iife. {deas, he was a "big” man—he had big his death He was = -- . B
3 it‘am‘he- in the He was born in Freeport, 1il,.March | ideas of life. and of people. As heile ihe ciiys busicess == -—
W 1 - 12, 1848, and ;j."!a.u.p he was yet a youth was a kind father and sffectionate hus-{many Indestries and Sfems
e rewér, And one the ex-lhis father w o Decatur, where the|band was he a staunch friend and|he was s lesder mos® Teces
oh had besn entirely for-élilsr ot en..st»!‘snw! & gunsmith Notwithetanding the fact fer untll & new chax » e -
- shop © te schers now stands the| Zasily goveFned the mechan-| Hix deats -
- Chenov i’mmﬁi As he grew in #x. “uf, soven hundred men, oflof the Mol
Probate Court. perien ity was forcibly felt. alf »x And temperament, hel!the necessary ——
Kirkiand petitioned for ia thi wtry &nd still later more|tontrolled them with-kindness, and ye! fag fhs Maeler o
1btxm_:_um_x-r fer on bond ! girong) © 31»"!‘2&{\,”" Plumbing & g;mn,g- s ithe Tprancy in s S ‘ -
Hing helrship, in the Heating s He had fhe happy Hify of Admin- attsmpted It S5 smpesed
R T PPN | e e retering o tehuke oF Briiicism B & War  lafis of ZEa TommEnl WL e e
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Arrival of Automobile Major Impact

Thls was the first

1967,
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aufo brought to Ded3tur, fhe 1895 vehrde fhe property of Hiero nymus Mueller

Early Roads onstituted Miypr Problent

“Only a mile and one-half
from town, yet it might as well
be a million on a muddy day,”

« Schlaupdeman

having two
or probably
two-car

This . was the lament

of an |

early

day Macon

County

resi- |

af OWners ‘In

Jng.

dent, who like many others in

the county was hopelessly
stranded on days when the
roads were too muddy to travel.

Muddy roads were a problem
before the advent of automo-
biles, but when the use of auto-
mobiles became prevalent, the
need for all-weather roads be-
came more imperative,

There had been some agita-
tion in Springfield as early as
1893 for at least one or two state
financed hard roads to facilitate
horse and buggy travel.

One of the first improvements
proposed - for Macon  County
roads was the spraving of a
type of road oil on various main
thoroughfares in the county.
Protective Coating

This was not actually a pav-
but the oil did provide a
type of protective coating on the
dirt roads, as water would
tend to run off rather than sink

Plenty of muscle was needed for autos fo navigate ea rly roads in

The federal and state highway
programs were the first imple-
mented. State highways 2 and 10
were paved through the county )

iater becoming U.S. highwayd of the General Assembly.

incladed State Routes 48,
132 and 121.

A

169,

f;am".;.z'u
Other early paved highsways;

ith another innovation in 1925,! Previously, warning  signs The contined
stop signs. calling for the excercising of |city necessits
Stop signs were required along caution at intersections had been!ticated pr
all state highways by an act the only safety markers used. ing. wh

The city of Decatur and De- point
catur Township were in the hard Proven
|road and street business as JEERRG, |
{ early as 1834 proven

,_"_,_7'

-t

| One of the first streels o g&’a‘“ ed by the



't's thought to be the first auto race in America,
that 1895 Thanksgiving Day putt-putt from
Jackson Park to Evanston and back: and for a
time, the sponsors must have feared
‘twould also be the first one 3
without a conclusion. G

7 ~



By George H. Knox

Eighty years ago last Friday, Chicago
was the scené of a milestone event in
automotive history — the great Thanks-
giving Day auto race. Sponsored by the
Chicago Times-Herald newspaper and
covering a 54-mile course from Jackson
Park to Evanston and back, it is consid-
ered to be the first auto race in the United
States — if you don’t count the “dry run”
three weeks earlier.

The Thanksgiving Day race was one of
a kind. The rules were numerous but
weren’t followed. Umpires and spec-
tators pushed the cars when they fal-
tered. Cars went off course without pen-
alty. A race official drove the second-
place finisher its final miles. And the
judges took a week to award the prizes.

A Duryea, an immediate descendant of
the first gasoline car built in the United
States, won the $2,000 first-place money.
A production gasoline Benz from Ger-
many received $1,500 for finishing sec-
ond. These were the only cars of the six
starters to complete the course that day,
and it took each of them more than 10
hours.

George H. Knox, a trade-magazine editor,
writes about very old sutomaobZes.

There were other prizes. A Benz simi-
lar to the second-place car won $500 for
straggling in the next morning, and an
electric called the Sturges received the
same amount for getting as far as Lin-
coln Park on the northbound leg. A third
Benz, an unwieldy monster with two
gasoline engines that bogged down a few
blocks from the start, got $50, and a
medal, said to contain five ounces of fine
gold, went to an efectric that dropped out
after 10 miles.

H. H. Kohlsatt, a Chicago baker and
restaurateur-turned-newspaper pub-
lisher, thought up the race. His paper,
the Times-Herald, first pianned it for
July 4, 1895, but the hundred or so who
responded asked for more time. The date
was moved to Labor Day, then to Nov. 2.

More than 80 entries came in for the
November date, but only two auto-
mobilés showed up. Kohlsatt wanted to
postpone the race a third time, but the
owners of the two cars, Hieronymus
Mueller, a Decatur manufacturer, and
Charles E. and J. Frank Duryea, two
natives of Canton, 1., who had moved to
Springfield, Mass., were anxious to run.

Mueller threatened to drive over the
course and claim the advertised $2,000
first prize. Kohlsatt compromised; he
agreedtoputupssootobedivided
equally among the owners of any cars
successfully completing an “‘exhibition”

run on Nov. 2 from Chicago to Waukegan
and back, a distance of 92 miles, within 13
hours. And Thanksgiving Day would be
the date for the “official”” Times-Herald
auto race. Mueller and the Duryeas
agreed.

On the morning of Nov. 2 Hieronymus
Mueller’s son, Oscar, and Frank Durys2
left for Waukegan. Oscar was at b€
steering crank of a Benz Victoria, Frank
at the tiller of a car he had designed 22
built as chief engineer of the Duryez
Motor Wagen Co.

The Benz was an open, four-passen
car with a single-cylinder four<yce ¢
gine developing about three hp. 2t 70
rp.m. A belt transmission and cha=
drives to the rear wheels provices =%
forward speeds — but no revers= The
Benz could do about 17 miles 22 29
wide open on good pavement. It =% zhad
10 miles per gallon of stove Z=swime
which cost 20 cents a gallon.

It was, in fact, the world's fi
duction automobile. Made in Mz
Germany, by Karl Benz. 2%
whose experience with :
combustion engines dated to the IF7E
had been introduced in 1853 T9=
well designed and had an |
reputation for modest bul &=2F
performance. It had arrived B L

in May, 18%5. .
contraed Ot TR
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continued from page 71

The Duryea, on the other hand, was a
prototype, the third built by the family
since Charles had begun working on 2
lightweight, high-revving gasoline en-
gine in his bicycle plant in Peoria in the
1380s. (The first Duryea, designed and
built by Charles in 1891-92 in Springfield.
Mass., is considered the first U. S. gas-
oline-engine automobile. The second.
built by Charles in 1893-9, is in the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington.
The third, Frank’s design, was built in
1894-95 and was brought to Chicago for
the Nov. 2 race.)

Frank Duryea’s car held two passen-
gers and had a two-cylinder, four-cvele
engine of about six h.p. Unlike the Benz.
which rode on solid rubber, the Durvea
had pneumatic tires.

Saturday, Nov. 2, was cool and clear,
and the streets and roads to Waukegan
were smooth and dry. Duryea’s run was
trouble-free until he steered into a ditch
to avoid hitting a farm wagon; he and his
car completed their trip by train. Oscar
Mueller had a few mechanical difficul-
ties but finished the course well within
the 13-hour limit at an average speed of
about 10 m.p.h., and his father picked up
the $500.

Thanksgiving Day. Nov. 28, wasnot the
kind of day for an auto race. then or now.
It was sunny, with temperatures in the
30s, but 12 inches of snow had fallen two
days before, and high winds had piled it
in deep drifts. The streets were crusted
with ice. Telephone wires and recently
erected electric-power lines were down
throughout the city. As the day warmed,
the snow and ice turned to ankle-deep
slush.

Nevertheless, hundreds turned out to
watch that morning as six cars assem-
bled at the snow-covered starting point at
Stony Island Avenue and Midway Plai-
sance across from Jackson Park. In the
background was one of the few buildings
remaining from the Columbian Exposi-
tion of 1893 — it was to become the
Museum of Science and Industry.

Because each car would be clocked
individually, the race had a staggered
start. First to leave, at about 9 a.m., was
Frank Duryea’s car, followed by the
two-engined Benz, which the De La
Vergne Refrigeration Co. of New York
City hoped to assemble and sell in the
U. S. Next was another production Benz
Victoria, a two-passenger model entered
by Macy’s department store of New York
City. Then came Chicagoan Hareld
Sturges’ electric, which had been exhi-
bited and driven at the Columbian Ex-
position. Fifth to leave was a two-
passenger electric with pneumatic tires
that was steered by its rear wheels. It
was entered by Henry G. Morris and
Pedro Salom of Philadelphia. The Muel-
ler Benz, delayed by mechanical difficul-
ties, left the starting point about an hour
after the others.

The heavy De La Vergne Benz was in
trouble almost immediately, needing
help from the spectators lining the route
just to get through the snowdrifts in
Washington Park. Its driver soon retired
from the race.

(The Mueller Benz, when it got rolling,
avoided much of the difficulty in
Washington Park by going up Cottage

Grove, which was freer of drifts, |
Street, then across to Michigan Ave,

The Macy Benz, having succes.
negotiated the park behind the Dy,
sped north on Michigan Avenue. Iy
of the Art Institute it slid on the stre
tracks and plowed into the rear .
Adams Street horsecar, but it w
seriously damaged and kept going.

A few minutes later, at the Rush ©
bridge over the Chicago River, the '
entry passed the Duryea, whose ste
gear was by this time bent out of g
Thé Duryea appeared to be out ¢
race.

Frank Duryea, however, fou
blacksmith shop nearby. Although i
closed for the holiday, the black:
fanned his banked forge so Frank «
fix his car: he was back in the race
minutes but now trailed everyone e:
the late-starting Mueller Benz.

Both electrics gave up early, the

ris and Salom just above the Rush §
bridge and the Sturges at the northe
Lincoln Park. The electrics were
serious contenders; the fresh batt:
both would have needed along the r
to complete the race had not heen
vided

The Macy Benz led the race from
Rush Street bridge north to Davis S!
and Chicago Avenue in downt
Evanston, the turnaround point. Its
over the Duryea was 23 minutes at
first supply station, at Sheridan D
and Grace Street. However, the Du
passed that point without stopping,
the Macy Benz made a long stop
north of Grace on Sheridan. The Du
was close behind as the two approac
the Davis Street-Chicago Avenue ir
section at 12:50 p.m.

Moments later the Duryea passed
Benz, and its lead was quic
lengthened: The Benz grazed an o
turned sleigh on Chicago Avenus
Calvary Cemetery, then hit a ho
drawn hack on Clark Street in Ro;
Park. The collisions seriously dama
the steering gear, but driver Je
O’Conner used the streetcar track:
guide his car to the second supply stof
Clark and Devon Avenue, for repair

The Duryea sped past this suj
station, too, while the Macy Benz
delayed for an hour and 21 minu
Nevertheless, the Macy Benz still wa
second place when it resumed the rac
2:37 p.m.

Meanwhile, the northbound Mue
Benz had made frequent stops. M
leather belts, hurriedly installed_
night before, required several adjt
ments before they stopped slipping. ¢
of the drive chains eame off twi
Another stop was made for gasoline ¢
for water and ice to cool the engl
Consequently, the Decatur entry tur
the Davis Street-Chicago Avenue cor!
almost two hours behind the Macy Bt
and the Duryea.

That gap was closed, however, by !
Macy Benz accidents. When the Mue!
Benz stopped at the Clark-Devon supj
station for more gasoline, water, and |
at 3:23 p.m., it was only an hour behi
the second-place car. The Duryea ¥
believed to be way out in front, althov

continued on page




s ane could be sare because the tele-
T
In fa

nk Durvea's comfortable
wrated. First, he missed
oss Lawrence Avenue from
treet to Ashland Avenue. Continu-
m Clark. he was at Diversey
wiore realizing he was off course. His
;*:;r~ Arthur W. White, had misread
t gns, too. Turning west at Diversey,
) un 22 headed toward Lincoln Avenue,
imiending to take it northwest and rejoin
the course on Roscoe Street. But at that
point the Duryea engine quit coid.

The trouble was the ““igniter,”” a small
metal attachment to the top of the piston
that served as a timer and ground for the
spark of the crude, low-voltage ignition
svstem. The igniter had broken off at its
base.

In a repeat of his Rush Street per-
formance, Frank found a tinsmith in the
neighborhood; the man opened his shop
so a makeshift igniter could be
fashioned. The Duryea was back in the
race within an hour, now only 30 minutes
zhead of the Macy Benz.

But at 6:15 p.m. the Macy Benz rolled
to a stop at Ogden and California Ave-
nues, its engine dead. O’Conner worked
into the night trying to get the car
sizried: at midnight the Macy Benz
umpire reported it was out of the race for
the night and would continue in the
morning.

Ahead and unchallenged, the Duryea
chugged through the snow, following the
tracks of a sleigh driven by an obliging
Times-Herald reporter. The Duryea um-
pire was riding in the sleigh, having left
the car to lighten its load. On Garfield
Boulevard a stop finally was made for
gasoline, and at 7:18 p.m. the car crossed

¥ (mish e at Stony Island and the
Midway Plaisance, having gone the 54
miles to Evanston and back in 10 hours,
23 minutes.

The Mueller Benz was not far behind,
but Oscar Mueller was ill. His nephew,
Frank H. Mueller, now board chairman
of the Mueller Company, recalls family
descripticns of the race: Oscar had not
taken time to eat a good breakfast that
morning, and lunch was a light sand-
wich. Not a drinking man, he had taken
numerous shots of whzslq as protection
against the effects of a long ride in an
open car on a cold day. By the time the
Mueller Benz was eastbound on Garfield
Boulevard, Oscar was tired and woozy,
and he turned the controls over to
the car’s umpire, Charles B. King.

King not only was equal to the occa-
sion, he relished it. An engineer, he had a
car with an engine of his own design in
the works back home in Detroit. Later he
would head a car company that would
introduce many automotive innovations,
including the first cars with steermg
wheels on the left side.

With Oscar propped up beside him,
King steered the Mueller Benz toward
the finish line. At Halsted Street he
elected to turn south to 63d Street to
again avoid Washington Park. By way of
63d, 6ist, and finally 60th Street, he
brought the Benz to Stony Island, cross-
ing the line an hour and 35 minutes after
the Duryea. Total time on the road for
the Mueller Benz was 10 hours, 47
minutes.

Was there ever another race like it?

Probably not. In the 80 years since, there
have been many, many auto races, but
few, surely, in which the winning car
made stops at two smithies for repairs —
and followed a horse to the finish line. @

The snowy scene at therstarﬁng line on1hanksgmng Day 1895 The Duryea (No; 5)
refumed in trismph more than 10 hours later.
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£ Decatur, Illinois : : E
| 2 £ Rear Seat: Hieronymus and O. B. Mueller } i
| B . . i Front Seat: Robert Mueller and Fred B. Mueller ‘
' Sarnia, Ontario ¢ : :
- : "‘i"“HIS AUTOMOBILE won the first road race ! ;
s Port Huron, Mich. ! ever run in America in November 1895 at Chicago. | i
= ; - The race was promoted by H. H. Kohlsatt, | :
. i editor and owner of the Chicago Times-Herald. ‘
oE BN “ The distance was 92 miles covering a course from | {
3 ’,= 1. } Jackson Park to Evanston and return, which was |
-] ; covered in g hours and 22 minutes actual running time. |
’ . =-= =-g ! The judges said the “‘car stood the test in a magnificent |
. ‘ | . manner’; - - 1
i ! An interesting incident in this connection was the :
| . police objection to the car on the city streets because !
! ! it “ran so_fast, and frightened horses™. i ;
! ‘ At that period there were only 5 or 6 self-propelled | ¢
: vehicles in the United States and the possibility of a ‘ ;
i ®* prang f this character for road use was being
[ | sole.i. Snaatsed by engineers, scientific men and the | ‘
| public genc Vehicles of this type were generally | ;
‘ referred to as “horseless carriages™, “benzine buggies’”, | :
and “motorcycles’. {
; Tht word “automobile’™ had not been included in |
¢ o ourlanguage and the adaptation of gasoline as a motive
£ ver for a road vchicle was in the carly stage of ex-
! perfmentation.  The principles involved in the cars of
4 £ that day remain, but have been fully developed and
i i refined. |
P4 i Mr. Hicronymus Mueller, a keen student of me- [§
‘§ £ ehanics and an investigator, attracted by the possi- |
i & H bititics of gasoline as a substitute for steam, purchased
! ... PRESENTED BY ... | ¥ +he automobile from the Benz Co., of Mannheim,
i i £ Cermany.  He practically rebuilt it before putting it
M ‘ l E LL E R CO. : in Ysc. Crowds blocked the way or pursued it on |
Ly v H e g A - a
ESTABLISHED: 1857 ¢ . L bxc)‘;q'(js when ltba-;)p(,arcd o:;hcdstxee;s. . - H
N . ¢ nis automobile was cxhibited at the State Fair at ]
Decatur’ Illinois § a Spri:ygfield in October 1895, making the run from g
g B Decatur over dirt roads, a distance of 40 miles i
BRANCHES i § s, : * ns
j Mew York Cicy San Francisco g f When William Jennings Bryan visited Decatur as f
Los Angeles i a presidential candidate in 1896 he rode in the Mucller
: 5 ¢ car—the first automobile ride he ever enjoyed —and
- i 5 S one which he has never forgotten.







THE MUELLER RECORD  Zel, 1936, 3

SAILORS AND MUSICIANS II

Back Row: - John Oakes, Bert Oakes, Herman Roust, Prof. Goodman.

Seated: Hevman Martin, Joseph Michl, Phitp Mueller, Hewry vucller, Frank Goodman,
In the January issue of the Record we printed or never will be such fine home made rye bread
1 ctory of the litde steamer, City of Decatur, as your mother could bake. And those trips to
- but't by Henry and Philip Mueller, aided by some  Calamus Lake! Sunday morning early we would
. vov friends, among them !erman Marti in, who go down to the water works where we had the
nounc’e of Mirs, Helen Brannan, Herman is Man of War anchored. fill her up with coal,
a resident of Denver. Colorado, and he water. and then off we would go. Shorty Hall
- wnt 2 photograph of the boat by Adoeirh was generally the pilot and believe me the old
2 ety with oo letter, Herman repl as fol Sangamon River was a raging river. [ remem-
ber several times we had our smokestack torn ¥ iy
Danver, Colo.. Jan. 10, 1936, cfi coing under bridges. But Shorty always £
h \hwﬂe ' stuck to his post and we all got home safe.
. Decatar. Indis. Thanking you for your kind remembrance,

: and I will put the pictures away with some

) . . other relies | have. egards to you all. Hope
20t a hig klck out of the picture of Sk L 2 R 22 d's ) ! p

you all do a geod business in 1936,
back <~
Cours truly,
Herman Martin.

Accompanying this article is a  picture of

Prot. Goedman's Orchestra of which Henry and

v oof Decarur.” It sure brought
©orecollections of the geood times we
hor. Phe only thing that dowsn’t
that some in the picture are not
e, When | ocome back there

Fils ths oid Decatiir Philip Mueller were members.
ke the ol atus o 5 :
and Pred not there 1o o . ) : :
the good o'd davs, I'he best @ man ever did should not be his .
¢ had on our vouy- standard for life
Mueller always —_——-—

DENET Was You get your money’s worth at our Cafeteria




