
Register of 01d Build.ings
Hacsr Jounty iiistorlcal Coordlnatiag Council

.iai:ess: :*jj ;. -ii11iam St.

)a'-= c'- oriinal construetionl 1945,

]ia=e oi original orrnerl Henry Huel1er.

g31gEr "Henry Mueller has purchased. the 1ot at the corner of Silllam
ana gaxara Streets from J. Edwanl Sering. Thls is the Iot to the east of
.rhe Bering residenc@r.r..It is lIueIler's plan to eommence bulldlng a fine,
no<iern resld.enee property on the corner lot. It will be of ten or twelve
roons an6 will cost about $81000. He r+iII oceupy the house himself nov-
ing fronr 437 W. Decatur when lt ls cornpleted.

"0n the corner where Hr. Hueller will bulld hls house, the flrst
resid.ence belonglng to Governor "Dlck" Oglesby stood". It was later moved

to the center of the 1ot, where lt was ad.,led- to and the house was nade as
it now stands. It l-s orned by J. IJd.ward- Berlng.

Decatur NewsPaPer Files
FebruarY 25, 1905

"Henry Mueller d-ied. sud.d"enly of apoplexy al 9tl5 saturday, A.M.
in the garage at hls home, 405 $. H111iam. He xas earried lnto the house

but explred. before a doctor coul-d. be obtained. He r+as vice president of the
H, Hueller Mfg. ComPanY."

"Qulet services rere hel-d at
at 4 ofclock Monday for Henry Huel1er."

Present o{neq's nanql Ivirs. Josephlne H. Bromley.

Decatur Ner*spaper Files
August 13, 1910

the handsome hone, 405 $. -riiIliam,

Augr:st 14, 1910
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This house, built by llenry
Mueller, Decatur industrial-
ist who died in 1910, has been
prchased by Mrs. Josephine
Hopkins from tenore Staley
Smick and Mary McCIana.
ban. Mrs. Ilopkins is moving

roof. It is heated
hot .water system.
a two<ar garage
verhead apartment.
70 feet by 150 feet.
non & Co. handled
:tion.

t

#
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405 W. Williqm 5t.
to Deeatur from Chicage aad
will live is this home. The
house was designed by a Uai-
versity sf nlineis archiiect
and construc.ted by Stouffer
Brothers., a contracting firm
prominent here yeanl ago.



a ,asU q-PT Finest Houses

RCI{ITECT w.. (). }IcNabb has fln-
ished the Dians for 'one of the

,t -B' flnest frame houses to be buiil
in Decatur thls season. lr is for Henrl'
Mueller and wlil be at the Eouthwest
corner of Edw&rtl ard Wliltam strgets,
next to the Berlng home. It wlli havc

START..wORIi SOON.
The contract w'lll he let'ln a f ew da-vs

and the work will be started. as soon
as the weather w.lll peimit. The housE

of

will be heated by the McKinley plaa:.

ent under theThere wlll be a besem,
entlre irous€. Part of tt, wlll be de-
voted to .iaundry . and storage room6,
aDd there will 5e a servanls' bath room
in th-e basement. The gener6,l style- of
archltecture qlll be old- colbnlal. fhe
front porch wlll be iaige and wlll have
inassive fluted columBs. The house out-'
side Elll present a handsorie appear-
anee, and the interior flnlsh wlll be
elaborata- The rooms on the Arst Goor, with the
excepiiotr of the dining room, will be
in red birch, rahcgant'flnlsh. The

dining room Flil be irisheC in quartei
saB'ed oak.

trrlrs. l'lueiler's pr11-ate roor' the bath
room and the guests room'r'ill be fin-
lsher1 ln white e.ame1 All the other
rooms on the second floor E-ill be in
yello$'Pine.

There F lll be many closets for Yari-
ous p,rrf,^ses. clothing. linct'. i roon'i,
etc.. and there Nill be a, clothes chute
l€a{iing to the laundr}'. There s'ill be a
larse play rocm ln the attjc' Every-
thing ls ccnveniently arrang:ed and as

E'jll he seen hY the Pians, the rooBs
nre ^ll larEae.

eleven rooms, two ba,th rooms, pa"ttry,
closetB, and dvery modern convenience.
?he cost wiU be about $17,000.
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Deeatur Daity Review

B"scffin ffioport

ffigd thrflifBikin nu"l;u"
$>ffissfrhle historic site

By Jan Gilarski
The Illinois Department of Con-

servatioa has started the wheel turning
on nominating the former Millikin Na-
tional Bank building at t6S N. Water St.to the National Register of Histone
Places"

But the owner of the buiiding, the
F'irst l.iational Bank of Decatui,' has
.vrrit!9n the department asking that the
buildilg be removed from conEideration
beeause of its structural condition.

"it would take a terrific amount of
refney to bring it up io standards to be
utilized for office or bank facilities,,,
First National President John IV. Lut-
treil said ioday.

. The 83-yearold building currently is
leing ieased to Rictrland Commu-nity
College, but the lease will not be re-
newett when it expires in August 1979,
bank o{ficials have told college trustees.
The bank plans to expand its present fa-
cility at 130 N. lYater St.

Anne Manuell, cultural resources as-
sistant *:ith the Department of Con-
servation. sald today an application to
inrlude the building in rhe National
Register has been prepared.

The next siep is for the Illinois Histor-
ie Sites Advisory Couneil ro eonsider the
applicati*n and forward a recommenda-
ticn to the state Conservation Depart-
r$efit director. The council,s next meet-
ing is in September and consideration of
the forxner laIiilikin Bank building is
tentatively set for discr.lssion at that
tirne.

Ms. Manuell said, however, that the
leelings of the First Nafional Bank will
be taken into eonsideration.

"lfle are wililng to hear their side,',
she sald.

?he property orvner has the chanee to
comment Lo the advisory council ard
should the Conservation Departrnent

forvard the application 0o the National
Register in Washington, the owner
would then have another chance to com-
ment.

Ms. Manuell said the listing of a
building on the National Registlr still
means tlre owner ,.can do whatever he
wants rvith the property.', The only ob-
stacle would be if there was federil in-
volvement in tearing down a building.

A similar question arose in Decatul a

fel fears ago when a developer wanted
to build a federally subsidized housing
proJect on the site of the powers-Jarvii
Ivlansion on West Decatur Street.

Luttrell said, however, that the law
on historic sites is ,.pretty ambiguous.,,

"There are no rulings on the-matter
and this is the difficulty," he said.
"There might be other interpretations.',

Luttrell said the bank's plans include
"not retaining the structure as it is
now," but that doesn't necessarily
mean total demolition.

He said the bank also plans to request
the bullding ire deleted lrom a proposeO
city ordtnance recognizing significant
historical and archi0ectural sites in
Decatur.

. "Our main purpose in doing this is
that we already have plans for that
area," he said.

Ms. Manuell said the state had
planned for some time to nominate the
building, but plans were stepped up
"Decause of the possibility of harm to
it. "

The building is considered to be sig-
nificant for several reasons,. she said. It
was designed by the same architect -lY. W. Boyington - wbo designed the
IYater Tower in Chicago. The Water
Tower survivied the great Chicago fire
of 1&71.
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GEC RGIAN REVIVAL IBSO-I9I5

lhara:teristic s :

:= :: =:;;Iar in llan
-:.-.::-.i nurnber oi
::l -::tions
:--:::trical facaCe
:2'.'es CetaileC as classical
: ornic e s
.:ip roof often topped with
a 'lat deck surrounded blr
a railins or balustrate
onimnell contributes to
syinmetry
c e ntral
nro.i ec t
c rowned
oort ic o
c olumns
feature
Coor set
frame
rectangular windows with
perhaps a pallaCian window
as a central feature

Henrv }iue1ler
405 ,{'e st

h.

i,
j.

part of facade may
stightl:r and be
with a pediment
with free standing
may form eentral
; in a tabernacle

:ione (190 5)
,'i 1l i.am

The basic plan of the Mueller Home is a rectangle,
although there ts an addition in the rear. The openings
on the facade are very balanced, as are the chimneys.
Classical detail dominates the structure as in the broken
pedimbnt atop the roof dormer and the ionic columns of
the portieo. The treatnient of the eaves as a cornice
is further evldence of classical influence. The hip
decked roof ls sumounded b;y a railing. The colonnaded
portlco dominates the facade, and together with the
dormer and peCiment above it, give the house a stately
dignitv. ?o complete this structure, which is such a

classic example of the Georgian Revival, the door is
set ln a tabernacle f,rame.
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il'u tlgyg[ to be the first auto race in America,
that 1895 Thanksgiving Day putt-putt from
Jackson Park to Evanslon dnd babt<; and for a
time, the sponsors must have feared
it would also be the first one

4itnout 
a conclusion.
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By George H. Knox

Eio,,o vears ago last Frirtay' rfricago

-r*-ttie 
-sceni: of a milestore eveol rtr

;rrfuilEG history -th greatThanks-
sivinp Day auto race. Spoasored by tle
Etrica?o'itmes-Herald tr€wspaq3r -aM
coveriirg a 5+mile eurrse from Jaclsoo
iu*-[o"EvansCIn ad back, it is !9HH;
ered to be the first auto race m the utrneo
SiaG - if vou don't c'ount tlrc "dqlrun"
three weeks earlier.- 

Ih€ Th"rk"giving Day race was ore of
, tid. tte iutein'eie numerous but
serea't fotlowed- Umpires ad spgq-

trtoti ou"n"O the cani whea tley fal-
t"red- ears went off course without pm-
*ai. 

-.1 
ircu official drove th secoa&

DGh finisher its finat miles- Ard ttp
'frddCtmk a week to award the ixizes'-' A"DrEvea- an immediate &scendant of
dE#s^ntine car buitt itr the tinited
States- won ttre P'm0 first+lace money'
I oroitrction gasolirc Benz from Ger-

malv receivea'$1'500 for finishing sec-

o"+-"tt.m *Lie'tf,e onty cars of the-six
dartrs h eomplefe the curse that day'
,ua it t*t ea& of tlrem more than 10

boms.

Tiere were other prizes- A Benz simi-
lar tc tl'ie second-pldce €ar son $5s for
srai+,.!s in rhe mxt morning,. and.an
e.errrrc iatiet ttre Sturges received the
iame amount for getting as far as Lin-
ciG part on the n6rthbound lq. A third
Benz. an uluieldY monster sith two
earolrne engines that bogged down a few

ilmts irori Grc sLart, got S50, and a

r:rerlal. said to contzin five urnces of fine

ioia, *ent to an etectric tbat dropped out
aJter 10 miles.-H. H. Kohlsatt' a Cbieago baker and

restaurateur-turned-newspaper pub-

Iisber, tbouglrt up tle race' I{is-paper'
G. nmut-frerald, first pianned it for
Juiv 4. 1895. but the hudred or so who
res'oonded asked for more time. fite date
wai moved to tabor Day, then to Nov' 2'

More than &) entries came in for the
November date, but onlY two auto-
mobilds showed up. Kohlsatt wanted to
miioone the race'a third time, bui ttrc
'ovmirrs of the two cars, llieronymus
Mueller. a Decatur manufacturer, and

Charles'8. and J. Frank DurYea, tvo
natives of Canton, Ill., sho had moved to
Snrinsfield. Mass., were anxious (o run'
-'lar8ttu. 

iLreatened to drive over the

"*ii" 
and claim the advertised 12,ffi0

idi-;tir". Kohlsatt compromised: .te
aereed to put up $5{X} to be drvtcled

dua[v amring the ownerc of aP.t. 9":
sicc;stutty dmpl*ing an " exhitritioa"

run on Nov. 2 fronn Chicago tr' \t auh:5 1
and back. a di*ance of 92 miles' E-i-r--i' r*

hor*l"d Thanksgiving Da1'*a;J x
the date for the "offlrcial" Times-H::i:
auto race. Mwller and tb€ Di'u1eas

aqreed.'bn the morning of Nov' 2 l{iercri; ''
Mueller's son, Os]car. s1fl plank Dq':e
left for Waukegan- Oscar ras at =e
ileri;;.;;*k "i 

a Benz victon; F:::i
ii ti'ti-ifu*ior a car he had de-r'4r:+: -':
U"iii ," chief ecgineer o{ the Du1:''
Motor \Yagon Cn.

Itre Bm"z was an open- f o+i:'; ;; ' 
'-- 

='
car with a singJe<ylir,der four{':"i -il
;i;.=;;.1';i& a6u:t.t-ur* h: =: 

-''
Fo.m. a bilt.-nansmis-'iol ::t '-::
ifi*i t-i thJ rear wheels P::r :-: i-"
forward sPeeds - irtlt n^ :i;:-i:
il"* cout'a do abcut 1? rl:i '- -'
iia. op"n on good paveme :1 '1 ;;' - 

-'' i
io-*itit per" gallbn of '1 :: = :: - 

-'

which cosi 20 cents a gJi'l:" It-;;;- in fact. 15s Ec,rl 1i '--'; :'- -
U:*t;dtl;l*i,* i.: ::; ,

whose'exPeriente E:-
..iiri,]tt *'."."r. l:tei :' :' -"
;;;'ffii;t f-.=c ',p i;'<:- r:+ ' ::
'rell d;.rgn*l s-n j -:i 1- : '' . "-':
reDutatioi i:r r.':c '

;k;;;; it ::: :- ':: ' - -"

in Ma1'. 1895 c#f,# '
':
tr:
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The Duryea.on theother hand, was a

pr,xot].pe, the third built by the famil-v'.
srnce Charles had begun working on a
lightweight. high-revving gasoline en-
gine in his bicycle plant in Peoria in the
l?*0s. (The first Duryea. designed and
built by Charles in t89i-92 in Spiingfield.
llass., is considered the first U. S. gas-

.l ffi

oline-engine automobile. The sec.: r
built by Charles in 1833-9. is in r:=
Smithsonian Institution in Washrn:: :

The third, ['rank's design. was bu:,r ,:
lB94-95 and was brought to Chrcas, l.:
the Nov. 2 race.)

Frank Duryea's car held t,,ii, .;,1-..;'.
gers and had a two-criindcr. i, - .

engine of about -<ix h.p. Unlike the B.r .
which rode on solid rubber. the ti,::...
had pneunratic tires.

Saturday. Nov. 2. rvas cooi artri ..=.:
and the streets and roads to !,;-:..:,-
were smooth and drr Drr:rr- :'..- . -
trouble-free until he -steered inr, : - : -

lo avoid hilting a farm v ar : -.. - . '
car completed their trip !- . :-, :
I\{ueller had a feq n)r(l;r:.,"1 i-:-.- - .

ties but finished the cr,iurse ,.,. eli rr ll:.:
the l3-hour limit at an 0\ €:'iiE !.u:: -l :
about l0 m.p h. anri his f :rl-,r l:ci. : -;
the $500.

Thanksgiving Dar \:,,, :r: ,!:r i. i :::
kind of day for an a.ri,r f ::r:! t.i: ::. i
It was sunnl'. *'ilh ler,-:l::,.: -ja: .:. ira
30s, but 12 inches c,i :r,,.! [a::...ir r,ri.,
days before. and hi:h ,,, .:. 1. r,, j ii,lerl ii
in deep drifts The >triEi! Ar:e irusted
with ice. Telephr ne .- ::e: i nd recentll,
erected electric,tr''.,. e: lt:,;s qere dogn
throughoui the clti rs rre da]. \+ armed,
the snow and ice turnrj trt ankle-deep
slush.

Nevertheless. it*n.ireds turned out to
uatch thrt [nt.n::._ :. -ir cars assern-
bled at the snu .r ..,,,i:.re,i star-ting point at
Stany island Avenue and lllidrvay plai-
sance across from "Ieckson Park. In the
backg:r,;-nd 'i.\ ri 'np ,i the few bui16ings
r€mainins fronr the Columbian Expoii-
tion of 1E-s,3 - it *'as to become- the
Museunr oi Science and lndustrv.

Because each car would be"clocked
individuaili the race had a staggere<l
start. Ftrst tc Ieave. at about 9 a.m., was
Fr;ink DurS'ea's car, followed by the
t* o-engined Benz, which the De La
Vergrre Refrigeration Co. of New york
City hoped to assembte and sell in the
U. S. tiext rvas another production Benz
Yrctoria. a two-passenger model entered
bv llacy's deparlment store of New York
City. Then came Chicagoan Flarold
Sturges' electric, which had been exhi-
bited and driven at the Colurnbian Ex-
position. Fifth to leave rvas a trvo,
passenger electric u,ith pneumatit, rrrr.
that was steered hy its rear uhr'r l: It
was entered by Henry G. tv. orris and
Pedro Salom ol Philadelphia 'l he \1uel.
lcr Benz, delayetl by meciranicaltliff icLrl.
ties, left the starting p0int about an hc,ur
afl.er the others.

The heavy De La Vergne Benz rias in
trouble almost immediatelr'. nred,ne
help frnnr the spectrtt rs Itntng ll c ; -ll€
just to get through the snc,,,i,iriitr in
lVashington Park. Its driver soon ierlr'ed
from the race.

Grove, which was freer of drifts. r

Street. then aeross to Michigan Aver
Thg. Ma_cy Benz, having succes:

negotiated the park behina the liil
sped north on Michigan Avenue. In
of the Art Institute it slid on the stre
tracks and plowed into the rear ,

.tdams Street horsecar, but it *
seriousll' damaged and kept goinp

A few minutes later, at ttie Eush"l
bridge over the Chicago River, the ,

entrv passed the Duryea, whose stt:
gear was by this time bent out of sl
Th€ Duryea appeared to be out o
race_

Frank Duryea, however, four
blari;srnrLh shop nearby. Although i
ci.i.ed for the holiday, the blathr
farned his banked forge so Frank,
f.is hi-s rar: he was kiack in the race
niirrrrtes trut now trailed everyone e;
the late-starling Hueller 3enz.

t3Lr. ... i.(- :r'e up e:rl5. the- : -:.Jit -oo\e the Rush S

::r:.r ::: rhe Sturges atthenorthe
L":: lr, Pirx The electrics wertii:r .r: {lnieFders: [tre freSh batt,i ::, ',ii,uld hat,e needed along the ri .Lr::rpieie the race had not heen
t ;,- e,j

Tie \1ac1, Benz led the race fron
P,:.h Street bridge north to Davis Sr
and Chicago Avenue in downt
Elanston, the turnaround point. Its
oier the Duryea was 23 minutes aj
first supply station, at Sheridan t
and Grace Street. However, the Du
passed that point without stopping,
the Macy Benz made a long stop
north of Grace on Sheridan. The Du
was close behind as the two approa(
the Davis Street-Chicago Avenue ir
section at 12:50 p.m.

Moments later the Duryea passer
Benz, and its lead was qui(
Iengthened: The Benz grazed an o
turned sleigh on Chicago Avenu{
Calvarv Cemer.erl'. then hit a hr
drawn haek on Clark Street in Ro;
Park. The collision-c seriouslv dami
the steering gear. but driver Jr
O'Conner used the streetcar track
guide his car to ihe second supp)y stol
Clark and Deion Alenue. for repair

The Dur_i'ea sped past this su1

station. t,lo. \\hrle ihe llacy Benz
delared lor an hcur and il minu
Ne,, ertheless. the )Iacy' Benz siill wa

second place s hen it resumed the rac
2:37 p.m.

llearrr-, hiie. the northbound Mue
Benz h:d made frequent stops. I'
le:thi r belts, hurriedlv installed
r'.!. t I r i, re. reouir.,d several adj,
nrer.L. before thel:stopped slipping. t
,',i the drive chains canre oif tw:
.\r-,oiller stop ri'as made for gasoline r

i ,r ,.r;ter and ice to cool the engr
L',rr.equenil-v. the Decaiur cntrv turt
il., t):., rs Street-Chicago Avenue cor
ali--,csl tu0 hours behiiri the Macy B'
arri the DLrrrea.

T:,..t :-:p ,r a: clo.ed, hor+'evrr. bY.
\'"r i Bpnz tccid.nti \{hen the RIuel
Berrz stcpped at the Clark-Dev0n supl
rtalr,,n for nture gasoline, watet'. and,

-r 3 1l p n).. it was cnly an hour behi
thr .econ,l piace car. The Duryea u

believed to 6e way out in front, althot
continued on PNc

(The Mueller Benz,
a voided much of
Washington Park by

when it got rolling,
the difficutty in
going up Cottage
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'.:. ,,'.-j.jj Fi.:.:. c..--l-: : :.-.::'-:i:aiCe A\'gnUe ff,rm
--, i.:- :, i.fl:nCAvenue.Continu-

- : - .' - -.,:r j-.e wa-i at Diverser.- - j : .; -{ i€ u as off cour:re. Hii
- - - r: j.*.:...ir 1,1'. \lhite. had misread": : ='.: l "rt, Turning \r'est at Diversey.
-:... ht.ird toward Lincoln Avenue,-'.: tiirE t,r lake it northwest and rejoin

- 
-: . ra:i-ii on Roscoe Street. But at that

:. .ri r:€ Dur.r-ea engine quit coid.
i.e rr,;uble was the "igniter," a small

:i: a, altachment to the top of the piston
:i:,i .erled as a timer and ground for the
:r,aik 0f the crude, Iow-voltage ignition
s: !tern. The igniter had broken off at its

in a repeat of his Rush Street per-
:*rm:nce. Frank found a tinsmith in the
r.r,;hborhood; the man opened his shop
:i,i a makeshif t igniter e ould be
i.r-.hLoned. The Duryea was back !n the
:. t'; n ii,hin an hour, norv only 30 minutes
,-r; I oi the }lacy Benz.

Bu: at 6:15 p.m. the Macy Benz rolled
. : siop at Ogden and California Ave-

::ts it-s engine dead. O'Conner worked
r:i,: the niglt trying to get the car
.-ted: at midnight the Maey Benz
- i!iie reported it was out of the race for
::e nlght and would c.ontinue in the
:,iii-nlng-

.{head and mchallenged, the Dur-vea
L b ;ge+d through the snow, folloeing the
tr;cks of a sleigh driven by an obliging
Times-Herald repsrter. The Duryea um-
pire was riding in the sleigh, having left
the car to lighten its load. On Garfield
Boulevard a stop finally tvas made for
gasoline, and at ?:18 p.m. the car crossed

",5: : r- t::i. Str-tir 1-:,:r: i all tl-,e
l,l:*:-, i.,,,nce. haii.s E,,re tl.e il
- .=. F.::..::n:n,j bac:.:.n:,,, lrurr.
l.l rir:.uli.i

Tta l-1u:ller Benz'*'as not far behrnd.
but Oscar llueller r* as ili. Hrs nephew.
Frank H. 1{ueiler. now board chairman
of the llupllrr Companl. recalls farnilv
descriplicns oi i-he iace: Oscar had not
taken time to eat a gcod breaklast that
morning, and lunch was a light santJ-
wich. Not a drinking man. he had taken
nurnerous shots of whisky as protection
against the effects of a long ride in an
open car on a cold day. By the time the
Mueller Benz was eastbound on Garfield
Boulevard, Oscar was tired and woozy,
and he turned the cor.trols over to
the car's umpire, Charles B. King.

King not only was equal to the occa-
sion. he relished it. An engineer. he had a
car with an engine of his own design in
the works back home in Detroit. Later he
would head a car company that would
introduce many automotive innovations,
including the first cars with steering
wheels on the left side.

With Oscar propped up beside him,
King steered the Mueller Benz toryard
the finish line. At Halsted Street he
elected to turn south to 63d Street to
again avoid Washington Park. By way of
63d, 6lst, and finally 60th Street, he
brought the Benz to Stony Island, cross-
ing the line an hour and 35 minutes after
the Duryea. Total time on the road for
the Mueller Benz was 10 hours. 42
minutes.

Was there ever another race like it?
Probably not. In the B0 years since, there
have been many, mafly auto races. but
few, surely. in which the winning car
made stops at two smithies for repairs -and followed a horse to the finish line. r
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frAI]TO TRAILS

AT-

Decatur, Illinois
Sarnia, Ontario
Port Huron, Mich.

.. PitllSI:NTEL IIY ...

AN HISTORIC AUTOMOBILE

i,,-s |;:i!_rr^jic;"
ilt:r;:c it-.r

the I ;.i',-l Roail
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Rear Seat: Hrcronymus and O. B. MueLIer
Front Seat: Robert t\[ueLler and Fred B. Mueller

11 - HIS .\UTO\4OBILE. rvon the first road race
! er-er mn in America in November r 895 at Chicago.
a_r

' The race was promoted by H. H. Kohlsatt,
editor and owner of the Chicago Times-Herald.

The distance was 9z miles cor.ering a course from
Iackson Park to Evanston and relurn, which was
Zovered in o hours and zz minutes actual running time.
The jud.ges-said che "car stood the test in a magriificent
manner I

An interesting incident in this connection was the
police objection to.t'?e car on_the city_ streets because
it ''ran so-fast, and frightened horses".

At that pe.iod there were only 5 or 6 self-propelled
vehicles in the United States and the possibrlity of a
p'fl "l4cm:i5 ;,' !rul:::i,f ::, ::l* : ;.::# ltg
pubiic'gemy. VehictI. oi this typc were gcnerally
iefcrred to as ' horseless carriages", 'benzine buggies",
and "motorcycles".

Tht word "automobile" had not been included in
our lansirasc and thc adaptction of gasolinc as a motive

S vcr ibr f r"ed vchicl."wrs in thE carlv stage of ex-
beilmentarion. Thc principles involved in the cars of
ihat day remain, but have been fully developed and
refined.

Mr. Flicronymtrs Nlueller, a keen student of me-
chanics an.l rn invustigator, attracrcd b1' the possi-
[:ilities of gasoline as a substitute for stcarn, purchased
the ctrtunrobilc from tl,.' Bcnz Co., of Vannheinr,
(',:,mlry. I l.' pracric rily rcbuilr it brfore putring it
rn r/sc. Crowd> blocl.cd thc way or pursu('d it on
bic vclcs whr'n it apourrcd on t hc sl rects.

I"-"rlis automobile was cxhibited at the State Fair at
Spri,rgfield in Occobcr r895, making the run from
Dcc:rtur ovcr dirt roads, a distance of 4o ltilcs in 5
hours.

When William Jcnnings Bryan visited Decatur as
a presidential candidatc in r 896 he rode in the )r'Iu :iler
car-the first automobile ridc he ever enjoycd-ard
one rvhich hc hJS n( vcr forgottcn.

MUELTER CO.
ESTABLISHI]D 1857

Decatur, Illinois
BRANCHES

)ier York City San Francisco
Loc Angeles
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Betk Ilr,u: .l,,1tn ()akes, Ilert ()al<es. Ilernran Roust, Prof. Goodntan.
:,,.,:,,1: ll(,r'),,:rri ]i..rrir. .i,,., 1rr )li, l,l. l:[I U!:, Hll:I] .rrL.LLtter.. I rrrnk G,rn,trnan.

...

:-t, .

ln tht.l.rrLrrrv issue of thc l{rcord u,c printed
: :1.r,.' ol tlrc lirrle srcamer. Crty of Drcatur,
l.ui't bi, liinrt .rnC Phrlip Mucllcr, rirled bv somc
: i. Irre nris, :rlonq th:m llcrnt.rn \'1lrtin, whcr
i: r:: irnclc of fr4rs. i l:ien Brrnrtrn. Hcrmrn is
r: - i r ) !..1i(lrnt o1 I)e rtycr. Crtlorrdo. .ind hl':., .,!rl .r irl)()lOgrJFlr oI t1t: bo.rt by Adol;h

'rillr rritlt .r irlrrr. ]Irrrr.trt rc:-.li:rl .rs lttl

I irr,r. {,.1,' .1.'rr. t.' i',ft,
' r.i,.; h \1il,1...r.

'-.::. ' ! ,.. Ijcirrrrr, Illin,,ii
- : -- \.'.,irh :

or nevrr riill br such finc home made rye bread
rs )'oLrr mollrcr could b.r1'c. And those tr;ps to
(-rl,rnrus I.alcl Sunrlry morning errl_v rve rvoulC
go Jorvn to Lh: trtrr uorks whcre u'e had thc
l\{.rn o1 V,'rr rrrchored. fi11 hcr up witb coal,
\\'ittr..rn(l th:n ofl rIe u.ouid go. Sltorty Hall
u.rr gtnir.rllr' lhr piirrr rId bcljcYe ine tlte old
Srng.rnroir P.ivo 'r'as.r raging river. I rcmcm-
hqr:;cvt'rrl limcri \\'c had our smol<cstack torn
c,fi loing un.l,rr brlil!lcs. 13ut Shorty alu,ays
,,tLtrk to hts po:,i rnil u,e .r11 got honrc:afe.

I i-.rnkirg f,ou f or l our kind rcme irrbrancc,
rn,l i rrill irLrt lhi pictLLrrs au'ry u ith some
olh.'i rcl'cr l1t.rr.c. Regrrds tc, )'orr all. Hopc
rou rll cl,r I goo,.1 bu.iinfss in 1916.

You15 1;1111 .

llcrman Mrrtirr.
4,.()mp.rnirirr1l this article is r pirturc of

[)rol. (,o,,r]rrr,rn s Orclrcstrr of u,hich ]lcnr1' and
i)h,lip \1ucl1i r n,crr rnLrnbrrs.

.-a
'['1r: l.c:;t.] nran eycr tiiri shoulcl nol be his

sl.rr(lrrd lor lii.
- 6-

You get your monel's worth at our Cafeteria
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