LEAGUE OF WOMEN VUTERS OF DECATUR
BOARD MEETING
October 20, 1981

The moeting was called to corder by Cercl Campbell in the home of Berbara Brom
at 7:45 pele

Present: Carocl Campbell, Barbara DBrown, Barbara Imery, Moriamne Erickaon,
Karen Jensen, Maggie Lauterjung, Margarst Cobsrly, Dee Meyeraon.

Mirotess The minultes wsre approved as yead.

Trgosurer’s Rgpord: There was no treasurver's report for this meeting. Iy was
decided thet Bard Broun would prepare a dues reminder for those mombers who hsve
not yob padd Ghedr duss and we can include anothor notice in tho Decomber Vebers

Comzry ong: Carel Cempbell reperted on responses raceived from our
yepres ives with regard to Times for Actlion:

A letter wes recsived £rom Representaltive Madigan re Clean Air Aclt.

He i8 co-sponsoring HR 3%71 which has the objeclivs of setbing ambiend
standavrds with flexibility ia the regulablond, aml provisicn for
enforcement. Carol hes asked nationel LWV for informstion on this bill.

A lettor was recsived from Govarnor Thompscon re funding of prodbabion
end court servicez up %o 50%. The Covernor vetoed the bill avd tha vete
was neb grerridden, "

Two letters wore received firom Michael Pats with ragard to the local
WV testimony ab the gun control hearing held in Daoatur.

A lo%bter was recaived froem leslie Allen, City Menager, and the Meivre
Chember of Comerce with information on the surface drainage vond to be
jecueds Targed date £o camplele the sale of the bonds is 1/1/82.

& letber from C.lle Jonsen indicated that the andili of our bocks is now
.2e We will show cur appreciation with & bottle of Beotch (1), <
Irish Whishkey 7

Reporis from boerd menbers: Harianne Evickson had notices ready for the Voter
and the Howeld snd Rowicw Daybook concerning the Novembar 1l neeting on Healith
Carae It will be held st the Communibty Healih Improvensul Center go that
mesbers may become familisr with cuy facility. (Since Marianne is the Dirvecslar
of CHIC this will aloo save her time and effert inm transporting materials Lfov
the mecting.) Dessert and coffes will bs served.




Marianne elso reported thot an ERA meeting will be held Novesber 12 ab st
Methodish Chuych abt which Representative Susan Calanie will spesk. Other
leginlatore bave been invited also. The meetings have boen well siteided
and the cammittes is Svying to intevest more people from lsber and industry.

The Decamber Lrench will cover nationel end locsl program. Barbare Hmery sedd
that she hep received a letter from the Millilkin Homestead ccmmittes offering
the Hemestesd for mestings ab sppraximstely $1 per pevsonfer a group of 1§ and
over, with additional charge for use of tho kitchen. She will irwestigate tho
possibility of holding the bzunch thove on December 9 It ie a cemtral
locaticon for people uho mvst come fram worke

Barbava Drosn reported receiving Vober Sexvice posters which shs has given %o
Milli Prodtsman, Vobers Sexvwice Chair. She sald the directory of govermmeut
offioiele will be printed in Jamusry end thet no ostimates of cost have been
obtained as yek.

QL) BUSINESS

Maggie lawberjung reported that the Decatur UiV has comcurred with the Fiscal
Polioy oonsensus srriwed at by sane lesgues last ymar. (ur league the
study ond we agreed with the positions arpived at with the exoeplion t a
minority does nod eupport not extending exomptiors W (sales tax) to other
items. (Other thon those already exempted.) Ten msrbers were present at the
consurrence neetinge

The next boerd mesting will be held Nevember 17 ab 7:30 peme ab Cerol Campbell's
honse

The necting adjourned at 9:20 DeRe

Respectfully sutmitied,
Dee Meyeraon, Secretary




FISCAL POLICIES CONCURRENCE

This statement of position incorporates positions in WHERE WE STAND with the position
developed from the March, 1981 consensus reports on the Illinois Revenue System. The

. PRQPOSED position is printed in all capital letters; the existing position is
ordinary type. Concurrence will be sought on the proposed sections only

1. THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS SUPPORTS A DIVERSIFIED REVENUE SYSTEM WHLCH RELIES ON
PROPERTY, SALES, AND INCOME TAXES AS MOST LIKELY TO DISTRIBUTE THE TAX TURDLW
EQUITABLY AND PRODUCE ADEQUATE REVENUE FCR THE SUPPORT OF STATE AND LOCAL GCVERNMEF.. L.

(The League supports revisions in the tax system to encourage sound lsmd use
decisions, eliminate the sales tax on food and drugs, and reduce reliance ca the
local property tax for the support of schools.

The League opposes any constitutional limitations on taxes and spending for state
and local governments. The League supports a .revenue article in the state Consti-
tution with as little restrictive detail as possible which does not contain
limitations on tax rates or bonding power and does not prohibit any particular tax
The League does not support additional statutory limits on local governments'
ability to raise and spend revenue.

The League supports measures, such as full disclosure procedures which encourage
the public to participate in tax and spending decisions.)

2. THE LEAGUE FINDS THE PROPERTY TAX AN APPROPRIATE TAX FOR THE SUPPORT OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS BECAUSE IT IS LOCALLY CONTROLLED,

3. THE LEAGUE OPPOSES ADOPTION OF ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION PROGRAMS SINCE THIS ACTION
‘ BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIMITS LOCAL ACCESS TO THE TAX.

4. THE LEAGUE ENCOURAGES RE-EXAMINATION OF EXISTING EXEMPTIONS TO DETERMINE THAT
THE EXFMPTIONS BENEFIT THE INTENDED GROUP OF TAXPAYERS AND REGULAR REVIEW OF THE
TAX ROLLS TO DETERMINE THAT EXEMPT PROPERTIES ARE RETURNED TO TAX PAYING STATUS
WHEN THE USE FOR WHICH THE EXEMPTION IS GRANTED. IS DISCONTINUED.

e

5. THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS-CONTINUATION OF THE CIRCUIT BREAKER PROGRAM FOR THOSE
PRESENTLY ELIGIBLE - THOSE OVER 65, BLIND OR DISABLED, AS A MEANS OF PROVIDING
TAX RELIEF FOR THOSE FOR WHOM PAYMENT OF THE PROPERTY TAX/IS A HARDSHIP.

6. THE LEAGUE DOES NOT SUPPORT EXTENDING THIS PROGRAM TO OTHER CATEGORIES OF TAXPAYERS.

(The League supports measures to administer the property tax uniformly and
efficiently, including the requirement of professional qualifications for
assessing officials, appointment of assessors, consolidation of assessment districts.

7. AND THE USE OF APPROPRIATE AVAILABLE TECHNOLOGY IN THE ASSESSMENT, EXTENSION,
BILLING AND COLLECTION OF THE TAX.

(The League supports broadening the geographic base of assessments and suppcrts
differential taxation and inter-governmental cooperation for shared services and
revenue.

'The league supports tax incentives for the preservation of open space, floodplains,

drainage areas and historical sites. Tax incentives should encourage maintenance
‘ and rehabilitation of property and should be designed to strengthen deteriorating

city neighborhoods and provide an adequate supply of low and moderate income

housing. Asessments should not favor the owner who permits property to deteriorate,

nor penalize the owner who improves property. Preferential tax assessments and tax

incentives should be used to protect prime agricultural land from lesser uses or

-~ intensive development.)

(over)




8. THE LEAGUE FINDS THE SALES TAX TO BE AN APPROPRIATE RESOURCE FOR THE SUPPORT OF
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. IT IS A PRODUCTIVE TAX, ACCEPTABLE TO THE TAXPAYER,
AND RELATIVELY SIMPLE TO ADMINISTER.

9. HOWEVER, THE SALES TAX PLACES A HEAVIER BURDEN ON LOWER INCOME ZROUPS WHO iUST
SPEND A GREATER PERCENTAGE OF THEIR INCOWME ON ESSENTIAL CONSUMER GOODs. iU
ALLEVIATE SOME OF THIS REGRESSIVITY, THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS ELIMINATICN OF ThE TAX
ON FOOD AND MEDICINE,

10.BUT DOES NOT SUPPORT EXTENDING SALES TAX EXEMPTION TO OTHER ITEMS.

11.THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS GREATER USE OF SELECTIVE SALES TAXES ON NOW-ESSEWTI.LG, sSUGT
AS LIQUOR AND TOBACCO, TO RELIEVE OTHER TAXES, REPLACE REVENUE LOST DUE TO
ELIMINATION OF THE TAX ON FOOD AND DRUGS, OR TO PRODUCE ADDITIONAL REVENUL. I¥
THAT BECOMES NECESSARY.

(The sales tax redistribution formula should be restructured to reduce fiscal
zoning decisions and to allow regional sharing of the sales tax revenue. Juris-
dictions responsible fcr supplying govermment services to shopping centers,
industrial developments and other large complexes, however, should have a percen-
tage of sales tax receipts returned to them to cover their costs. Revenue from
motor fuel taxes should not be restricted to roads and highways, but should also
be used to support mass transportation.)

12.THE LEAGUE BELIEVES THAT THE STATE INCCME TAX IS FAIR AND EASY FOR THE TAXPAYER
TO UNDERSTAND. IT IS A PRODUCTIVE TAX AND RELATIVELY UNCOMPLICATED TO ADMINISTER.
THE FLAT-RATE TAX IS GIVEN A DEGREE OF PROGESSIVITY BY THE PERSONAL EXEMPTION.

13.THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS ADJUSTMENT OF THE BASIC EXEMPTION WHICH WOULD REFLECT
CHANGING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THE TAX IN 1970.

14 ,THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS RELIANCE . ON THE INCOME TAX TO RALIEVE THE SALES TAX AND THE
PROPERTY TAX AND TO PROVIDE PEVENUE GROWTH, IF CROWTdA IS NECESSARY.

15.THE LEAGUE DOES NOT SUPPORT A LOCAL INCOME TAX, BASED ON KLSIDENCY,

(but does support a shift of support for the common schools from the property
tax to the state-administered income tax, with an increase in rate, if necessary.)

16,.THE LEAGUE SUPPORTS GREATER RELICANCE ON USER FEES TO SUPPORT GOVERNMENT SERVICES,
PROVIDED THAT ACCESS BY THE POOR TO SERVICES IS NOT THEREBY CURTAILED.




