
Regr s'.e: oi Oid Buildings
Macon County :iis -::licai Coordinating Council

Add.ress r 307 $. *ill-i:n S:., leca:ur, Ilrinois 62522,

Date of original eonst:::et,ioer - anf, purchased in September, 1854.
is':se started in 1855. Construetion

- ^/-:::1sheC in 1867.

i{ane cf orieina'l o;{nr-r:

liistory: "Built ln 1856 or l-357 ;:-:: all the ground around it was an
apple orchaxd o'xned by T. 0. Sc.--:; --:--- J. ri. Parke home al 307 V,
i{111iam ls one of the rnost subst"l--1"---:r euiit houses in Decatur. At
the same time lt ls a handsome p1ace.

"Mr. Parke bought a j o;- iii--r :13hty feet of frontage fron T.
0. Smith in 1864, paying for i--u;331, i. s.o::.cus price in those d.ays...
Flr. Srdthrs house stood. near the r::--i:-z ccrner of -iii1liam and" ndward
Streets. All around hin was his big a;;1e,c:eharii, rihich he platted
and so1d. piecemeal as Deeatur deve:cpei..r..

"The Parke resid.eace li- s-.a:'L=a in 1855 and finished. in the
year rollowing. One of the fex b:lch haus=s i-n lecatur, it was then the
best house. It was one of the 1ar6:i: aoo, having trefve roons. Llke
other old residenees, lt was of eoulse csnsiructed of hard wood, much
xalnut being used. If the house H3:e ;,c -oe tora d.orn, the i+ood used ln
the building rould be found fresh - ever.

"Though few changes have been aede on the exterlor of the
house, nany have been made on the int=rio=. The d.ining room, for ln-
stance, has been remod.eled. and. d,ecorare<i at a big expense. It ls now one
of the best, if not the best, d.inlng rooixs 1n Decatur.

"The 1ot stll1 has a frontag= of 80 ft. , l1r. Parke n,:ver hav-
ing so1d. any of it."

"The house has been occu;ied by the Parke family sinee lt was
eonstructed in 185&. V. H. Parke ha-d. lived. previously in a sma11 red
brick house on the site of the Huston-Fatterson Bld.g., 33O N. Church
Strget. "

tr'ron the Deeatur Newspapers File ot 4fZZtl9O5,
Decatur iierald & Review.

NOTE: 0n the envelope of clipplngs in the Decatur Herald & Revlew fl1e on
i{ones in Decatur, "i{lI1ian Parke does not rant a story on the house
al 30? H, l,Illliam St. for security reasons."

P:resent orarerts namet Ullllan C. Parke.
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U. F. Farke & Sost L;1;,1"'jir:l
H. P:rrke & Son has possibly becn in acti"e

DLisinq>j irl I)ecatur longer than any otner

;#, .;*i;ci"il,it citv i-n llarch rB5e anJ

rirst cngeging in the Iiveri'-buslDcss' tncn. ln

,n. inrlol.l*e"t traJe trntil t887, at- \!.hlcn

ii"r" ft.-p"..naseJ the firm's prescnr busirress

properry on North XIain street'
' 'Th; firm ir cornposed of V' H' Parke and

son G. T. Parke and is engaged in a more

"',i."iiuJ busine.s in their line than a-ny.other

;r*'i, C*,tal lllinois' They handle lim.es'

cernents, sewer pipe, fire clay goods as well as

ocerating a large hard wall plaster plant .tor
;[;';;;"1";trire of this PrcJ'rct'. TheY

r...tirr purchased the transier and storage

;;;;Jt of 
"noth"r 

firm, and handle cx.ten-

sivelv in this way farm implements tor dlstrl-
'bJ;i;;';ii';.'-'c.",'a Iilinois, being rvell

"o"ipp"[-i" 
having four large warehouses for

,tt" i"ie. and grorvinq busittess' t
Froa.sg5!g 9g!gg, Published by
Printlng and StatlonerJr Co., Decat',.rr,
given; estimate of date, 1899 to i901,

the Revler
I11, I no date
Page 99.

;i*

V. H. Parke & Son
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Thls stunning portralti of
}{rs, Harvey S. Firestono, Jr,,
of Akron, O., the former Eliza- .

beth Parke of Decatur, ls on
exhibit this montlr tn the fa-
mous Iinor dler Gallerles lat
New York City. The portralt'

was painted ln !927 bY PhiltP
A. Delaszlo, well knos'n l'r'
tralt artlst, and is ln delica+'a
pastel Pinks and blues. anC or'
.nta ton"a' Last rqeck Can'
Sress oommrslsoneo l'eLaEzru
t-'o make 8. Portraii of Cah'in
Coolidge, fdr the governrnent'

oommisisoned DeLaszlo

Coolidge,olidge, fdr the governrnent'

,--f

ffi
ffi
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The land then will be
ttr city to buyers,. and t
expectsto regain about

certain ilrorn tlpse sales.
,which | .Olners of property in
e mrk lwill be give,h i clrecly

*,*: Firffi*tryfr,sfn;nt
imiffi.'-r*ruilt$tu, lilqtgl^l !n.,ry.qlql-.\- 

1 '
and city

that meets I Harvey S. Firestone Jr., who I
died Friiav in Akon. otri6. traai m lffi :. . !

I . yrl usldlur ! T

,r""1 I -L^\ EII^-I lFiredone familv including Mr. tO rhin

ni"]L* * *-ro,*" n*ifrf;o'filt.:fit'ffi.:'ii#;iI rlt- lfliffii,E:',y'$;fl|il'flfiL{iffi ft."r,r
tior.a/Guard,\it in o*.rtu1-1s- Ford and l\1r. and lllrs. Edsel i HarveyFires?oaeJr. 'tti.'tospitil-\iia"n."*.r dut - T

/\\i
ffia'"rl tiot"lCuartu\it in Oecatuitr-'Ford and l1r. and Mrs. Edsel

ar
t,

Hrlfr

: --t,__--- . yrr ustd,ur. I

.tect Brea. I I

Thh federal/sovernment is @. I

payin\ tu'o-thi/<ti of the cost of ,{!Ig+-++1.. tg, L n?ti"";;,,rI
ihd *oiect ["d ih;-.it"- ii'@ slei
oavinL\he bat'ance. - ;*as a dauehter of the t r. I

\i
\i

usarle Ir \ 1I n . lr\.!q-4-ij!.--u.-.!]l!la]]] ."

ffil9,WBegins.';m.-iffi..,iffiJH[F*i,.t,'il;.,{,,..,.-..HT 
i Fndrqminta! #ff ir,::{'iiF;iil W I i**i*r*:x}:}ffi'tffi, *i

il \\ll\,i
rfter 'fne proiect ts\atmed at curb- rlrestunc s auttt dllrtn'ursd..t . 

rrr -r'-.:- ,:_.' :. --_:--r;^-' ..,."" onl'en oy uttoer{u. rr,er
'rt.' inln;?r[,[';' ,i,fJili',|'[,{]i i#i:'Xl..; il:'.1J;,""'ilil,ltJli [r.:i ,.. ."-.'6e,tio; ''.,' ffffi,.{.}li,',i,\Y;.il'i'ili# l-
,,,'a utriei suoolies. \ rnonet for the church rn na\:f: beins nassed b.v a\ar driv{n b1' L'

!'r\

j ir."i.H. r.nd-ccrm <5ro streets. n Id'I]-iffJ;, G-;il' The Kettlekamo
rifer

!

i\t\i\
---'- 

--- - r - ffi [nurr^\ aru rrr'rilr.y,rl - -l-- -- \ ..a*

#;r"f;;.'gri:' *1,,...#;l [. 
.:r,l,llffi # :tlq- sn irt I ts-*

xi ril Er:q.r d I
:-1-g-rlrlr,ffi

co tt.r =r*t I !t* ffi./:L-i** spieadcrirrorournewpiant." iilil'ilLir.nrniSou.i.nria.r'$ilt':",
'ff'- o-1.. ffijf $ff.,#TJ \rrc Firos,nm.c mr{rpr.,o, by tt'."oiiii,'iiii";;-ifi.d \,'*,*. .

I
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J.' -,k- E-i.tae rls alrnr eili nnt lu frecatur VIIaPIEI ltdltulldt a-s

Fr,_Hg*ffiilq[ ;.f,:$#ffj#.*' ti # 
i ffi,iij*ll*_]# r, :

ifr.i_,,'. :*",S "iliili;iil\i',",'o?i, . i, T #Ir -r .; I ffiT.f #T\H 
i rffi* ffi yii - .* -,; I ."l1:'Xi.y,il ffi ,,H'*acruc. - lortheEycpcerGd. ' :;hffvdlilondrv. . fift."t iliurTiiin
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Firestone Y{edding Linked
)4/' 1_ _- 

-br":s a:2
fr<=,,',=.t

City lYith Tire l+lanufac]1ryry9" -.,
Ri.r-hn B*lre, Dgcotur , i,tl,,,q{ 

tfis" citr ;:' :: :' 7

'l'he rr.ralliirge oi L-:j* - 1 ^

r.utU* 
"nli,^t Ait P:.r'-I-.-- Digrv I 

. (;n'.'. otto Ke:r'*: =: '
li;^"I I I-,estn,,. -:, ,i' j' Ir ?7a likcrrise . 

deiighted . 
'";i, 

-

most brilliant and -:. .' ' - hs5f of slh cr \thlle l.\e pointing out that. h-x.e$'-.-.= I

*.dAing h"ta in Dec....: :€:: ;r,;rn added a.silver tea iather had founded his eni'':t
,t",r inltl^teO a ti, , --=' ': r' " .e to the collection' al Chicago in 1896.

t ucatur and lhi: rrr-. ::'i:. ' l::e ushers gase a co]nplele Firestone quicklv retoi:il
iuring industri,. :=: ,ri china. that the corqpany, hrl ltll^-'"]

The daughter . ; ' :. . Guests of the Hardings .ir- the state only because a

Gedrucle Chamber. -..,,- ,i.. The . nerviyweds quickl'" reduced un'emplovment ia:{

t11et the son oi ih. *'-tt .- ttp'it"a .for-" a hone'v*ivmc'rr' enccuragedexpansion'

Firestone Tire ,t ll -:.u. ' ,, "ip 
to Lukt t-ouist-in"Branii Gor" Kerner lvas presenieii

;;il],i; i\:as:::;- - . : :*Hi'1.:1,,,._ ,# ru,,I.; lli'* ;;T *ff!,::?j..1";r il:
lfirr"- fii .. = : --. ' ll Harding at a camp Ilear :rr-o - miliionth one' rvhich haci

pror.idenc: :: :: r:re ii"g.i:r?o*n. Ua. rtLst roiied off the production

antl har -: :- . .:,e --i'h. 
H.nry Fords g'ere alsr iinesearlierthatmorning.

.upi.or ,. .....:. . ... - |.roughing it,, at the r"eeklong At the iinre c,n1v 600 persons

Fires:r,:r ,.: ; r:,:_=.,r iffil1** 
were the rhomas 

H.X:|.. i!*.]nt*rrJt".T,X,1
graclLta... Herald and Reyies fiies shotl more than 2 , 2 0 0 are

Bui -,- , '. .= . - '= r,lrat Han'e]' ?X1 l1y*gh t"'plotto

^,Il'r,.-.. , .,-- - - 
-,; 

iii..t"".. rinted Decatr.r manl The'leadership at Firestone
-\lli' : .- ':' -----^ rr^.. , - , , -' n^ -t.^ Lo-
]i:l; :: , : , - - ., -.. ii,,es arter their marriage Her rire & Rubber Co' also has

it,.,.., ; -,: .' - - ..::' familv still resides hert changeci over the lrears'

irlii ., r 
- . -.,-,,t., l"irestone ri'as .ti'- ]lci','ll Filestone stepped. dou'n.^a

Edr'.: --".: , - :- : . -: lleaf1'for thes'198 i' A L'rritetr 
':hief executivt,:lllT:-i"^-19Jt;1

-:- :' : t-':''j As chiefexecutive or;icer attd board until his death 10 years
Fund Drive in 1938

* i_.-:_r ^,.^^,,+i,

: - :.:-i:r'r I'irestone Tire & Ruoler Cu. Nerrspapel ftles indicaie
: i: .oos!s lr.r, haci 1eld sii.ie ,9JB \1t.. Fi,eitoue is retir.ed anC

. ..lij Decatur"s expansion oter l:( At.oll Ohru'
- -.-''l \-ears.: ' best Specifit irlll' Firestorte c:':ci

'.:::-i Decatur yor[.
'' : : ' ,:-i )Irs. - 

i1,i'uu o.r.r iater, on the {uth
'. i l,1r. antl ,rnl'uuiurrt of their marria$e.

': - iii of il; Firesiones donated 'he
;onev tor a neu'Parking lot f or

. :ie 1\10 St. John.s Episcopal Church ar
:: - =:.lthened ;h-;;;;."rT Maln and Ce'r'o

.:..,9€ ol C*j, Sii=u,,
'':eth -ivirun 

Firestone next t'eturtled
\lartha to Decatur-in IIa' of 1964. he: rrd 

' a broushl his familr's enterprise' etder uith"hinr. He rvas here fcr

' three clavs cf dedication
-_ rLII'Cn ceremonies al the ne\r'

-.' :: td I0r Firestone Tire & Rubber C .

-- - 1nirt plant on \. 22nd Street.
Firestone first shorved in-' : " 'ses terest in exparlCing 1o DecatLt:'

: ' 'i0tc' ' 
Aoril 3. i962. u'hen he sttbtt 't:--: 

- :- j1 ted the highest bid ior the

" ' - PdttJ Decatur Signal DePot'

At llte dedical ion sel'\ lu'- :tt- . l, 'if,i Firestone cited ,a ^stt 
aie:.:

' .. -r"^ location :,'td closeness : '

- ' _- .1 
t','f 

markets ;,. prime reasons .n
", : lhe selcctr,n nf flecatur.

the'- deuelofment of Lake

Decatur. .{. E. Stalev X{fg' Co ': :.r rhis ;;;;;ii;,: rracror Co anc

'll;g-::1 Borg \\'arner Divisior' ''':

:i'.- l:nne.r i Friendliness, Fellowship

:-,:..::q of | 1n gll,sirtr t'ema'rks Firesttlle
- r 1^l rL^, +,i^

I



l ),., ,.' : . r r. 1iir,1ar. April 4. l!)7fr

Har';e. :rci Elizaceth Parke Firestone sland with daughier, Elizabeth, at her debut'

ffiffi==-*
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: ::!i!_ 3_!j .mc_Qi! elqc e th rough_lh at .ci ty-.j t
,..F6i_Tl,"n].xG.Pqv-iqlqgs, -It' ls- iqia
roat Iierd'y Ford t'ould have likid to havd
tae: in Chicago to see the race, but he didn't
tar-e money enough.

l.ir. IrIuellerJs automobile was known as
tie 'Benz I\loior'Wagon." It was not known
::. ihose days just rvhat to call the new ma-
i.,.g5. The Times-Heiald qf Chieagb had
offered g5C0 lor a suitable nane to replace
"irors:less earriage."

Ttre Benz Motor 'Wagrin r*'as iilported
from Germany. The originel cost was about
91.500, *,ith transportation costs approaching
the salne fiEUre. .The Beqz rvas "given many
severe tests,"i according. to Tbe Deeatur Re-
tie*'of September 1895. Oae ot these was a
trip tc, Springfield and return. Ttre return trip
i-o panicuiar proved very favorable.

The distance of riore than 4$ miles u'as
covered. in about five hours. Stops, a'rnount-jng to two hours alcng rhe way, r*.ere de-
ducted from the runni-ng time, tor as l1r.
trllelier said, "the car 1t'as given to stoFping
eEtirely without reason." Four and one-ha-li
ga-llons of gas<iline q.ere used cn the trip,

TIiE LONG DISSa\CE race rr.as b€rween
i liyde-Park, Chicago arrd lYa;:kega-n and r+.
tuh, a distalce.of 92 miles. llr. Fa.-ke says
it aidn't look mueb.Iike a hcrse race. First
cne car wouJd qome alcrg and :he: it might
be aa hour: or- more beiore tl:e ne,xt ooe
v;ould sho$r up, That didn't Itreal] that the
last ear. ,Woxldn't have a shor- oi s-inring.
An,'thing ;pqnld happen-

Ivlr. MueIIer had made g:ovi-.!cn lor hai-
- ing cakes. of iee at certain F4.1-c.:s Jong the

*ay, with which.to c^ool do;-n h'< lelted en-
g-ine. It was a wise provisioE- Tle ;ace tla-iiy
narrowed down to two autoxcb:-e... One was
driven by C[arles E. Du;1'ea a-nl the one
owned by Mr. Mueller.

Many people 1ryho $,ere the{e to ree the
start ol the race, stayed throuELci:: :he day
1(] see the finish. Most of thero r<l:=e dis-
eouraged in tlre cold and rerurned L:=e. 'rh.e:

. it began 1.o get dark. Vi/hen the E-::,:lrg ca-r
eame'in late at right there rvere -ess tsan
a hundred people there to see uie fl:::sl.

.Il'tR. DURYEA had' the adl,antaEe o;' bar,'-
ing i'pneumatic tires," white tle Ee:z h:C
sclid rubber, fhe Duyrea doub:ie;s wo'.rld
have woh the race but for the fact t:at oDe oi
the many teams that became frighter-eC aiong

'th€ route got over onto the left s:de of the
road and Mr. Duryea had to ia;e to the

'ditch.
i When th€ race was over, IyIr, D.;1-ea made
Ithis staterneni: "We made ?0 m:Its in tLe
I morning. We had power to s! a--e at al}
I places and we bad no occasion io 'E,er out and

]frush.' Our motor did not stop in the last
, 20 mileg. When the doors elosed behind us
: there was nc muddy unhitching. no cleaniag,
no {eqdlnq; it was our. taithful servanl"

According to records kept a[ the tiDe,
'tl,e tpeed o{ the lVlueller car r:rngd aE hilh
at 1,168 ,egt i4 a. minute at- times. for 521*
miles B sped ql 7th milea an hour was Eiirr-
tained.l' Pr'qvioun !r'this thc Mueller car
had "dgre b, mile' .in {rf aiautes, gn e racq.

- i_ r,. ) c : _i rlai'I:;d ll,e
-, -r... .:;:. =. ., r...,t J. p::rt,.:.

-_ --- 
: . j-j

. j =...: :_:f,

a

-\_)

ir,-tr*o ' - l:
borit Town ,,, :
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AN HISTORIC AUTOMOBILE

Mrj.,,,,i_. i,itr. .',-r;rr

ir?:.i( j' iilt' iiii'

ie:r .l:rrl: I lrcronlmus and O. B. lt4ueLler
Fr--nt .S;at.' Robert lvluelLer an,l Freci B. MuelLer

h:;:s

and "motorcl'cles".

Tlrt word "automobile" had not been included in
our language and the adaptation of gasoline as a motive

IDr ver f-br a road vchiclc was in the early stage of ex-
i:ef,mentation. The principles involved in the cars of
ihat day remain, buc have been fully developed and
refined.

lr4r. Hicronymus Mueller, a keen student of me-
eanics and an investigator, attracted by the possi-

lrJities of gasoline as a substitute for steam, purchaseC
it:a automot-'ile from the Benz Co., of Mannheim,
G€enany. He practically rebuilt it before putting it
in se. Crovds blocl<ed the way or pursued it on
bie;:les when it appeared on the streets.

T}ls automobile was exhibited at the State Fair at
Spri.gfield in October 1895, making the run frsn
Decaiur over dirt roads, a distance of 4o rniles in 5l

' - 'HIS .\UTOMOBILE won the first road race
ever run in America in November I895 at Chicago.

' Th" race was promoted by H. H. Kohlsart,
editor and owner of the Chicago Times-Hcrald.

Th-: distance was gz miles covering a course from
Iack.on Park to Evanston and return, which was
"cor-:.eC in o hours and zz mintttes actual running ri,'ne.
The juJ.ges-said the "car stood the test in a magnificenc
manner .t

-{n interesting incident in this connection was the
miic: obiection to the car on the citY streets because
ic ' r.n so-fasr, anLJ frightencd horscs".

,\r rhat period there wcre only 5 or 6 self-prcpeiled
vehici:s in 

-the 
Unitcd States and the possibility cf a

gi-"$4#*"'5;"'?il?:::l,f ::,:'": :x":';"['ll:
publ-c-e:my. Vihiclis of this type were generally
rei:rre.:[ to as ' horscless carriages", "berlzine buggies",

,rur a:t i{u:Uer I
-ard i

I

'4,
*

MUETIER
I FACTOREES

_1T 

-

Decatur, Iilinois
Sarnia. Ontario
Port Huron, Mich.

l.4UELtER CO.
ESTABLISHED 1E57

Decatur, Illinois
BRANCHES

New York City San Francisco
Loe Angeles
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tt(]It II. 1'-\liKl. is tlre . : r rrt.r l.,t.r rrf
tlre firnr of \'. ll 1'nlke .'- :r. ,ierler: rn

feed, conl. lime. lrnir. cenrer i r.: Li e\-el'\-thing

found in a first-elass estatrlishment of thlrt kind,
snd hc is Ioetted tt l'io.621 North ll:tin Street,De-
catur. Heestablished business in 1886 *nd is n<,w

enjoying a good trnde, his patronage lrnving con-
stantly increased from tbe beginnrng.

ItIr. Parke is s Canadian b1- birth. He wag born
in Cobourg, Upper Cauada, August 19. 1832, and
is s son of Elisha tnd Abich (Hickox) Parke. Tbe
parents were botlr natives of Ner Tork and wele
of Scotch descent. Ttre grapdfather, Daniel Parke,
w*s born in Scotl:rnd, antl ha,ving creced. tlre
ocLsn locsted in Connecticut. Soon afterwnrd,
with a lllr. Ttrttle. be located in what is now Cam-

den. Oneida County, N. Y., of wlrich place they
were the first scl,tlers. ]Ir. Parke wes a farmer b.y

occupatior, and tlied nt the:rge of ninety years,

ncar Camden, N. Y. The maternal grandfathcr of
our subject,,I)avid Heieor (for such was the orig-
inal spelling of the name) w:rs also trorn in Scot-
land, and on coming to Amerieg locaied in the
Nutnieg St*te. IIe ras a soldier in ttre Revolu-

' tionrry lYar antl also in the \Tar of 1812. Itemoy-
ing to Jefrerton Count-r'. S. I., he there rnade his
home until his death, whieh otcurred in Springfield,
Ill., while he ra:. ou e risit to his sons.

Elisha Puke, father of our rubject, was,engaged
in lllUor bui-klinS on Lke Ontsrio for nrany

yenrs, in t,lre empkry of tlre llritirh fiovcrnrnent.
On ('lrrisl,rnns I)n1' of lfill2, he cnme trr lllinois,
Ior.rt,ing on R falm trent.l'-scven nrik:s n()rtlt ()f

Springlield, in n'hnt is nor k:gnn County. IIe
buill tho flrst frnme lroure and tlrc first frnme brrn
cvr.r ercctcd in logrn Cotnty, and wns one of tho
houored pioneers of thnt loelity. Ile wns a soldier
in the lYnr of I812, haring cnlisted in the seryice
three timcs and .being tvice drafted. IIis death
occrllred in 1853, at the age of eixty-two years,
and his wife died ir 1888, at the age of eighty-
eight years. " Tlrey were members of the Univer-
s*Iisl, Church.

Our strbject is one of a family of iwelve ehildren,
nine of whom grew to mature years. It was dur-
ing his infoncy that his parenk came to Illinois,
and upon his fnther's fnrm in Logan County he
rvas reared to manhoorl. His education w:rs ac-
quired in a log sclroolhouse, with greased-paper
windows and slab seaLq. As soon as oltl enough,
he bcgan work on the farm and did considerable
dut.y in that direction in 1850, when lris father
went on a plospeeting tour to California, and also
while his father was cngrged in the supervision of
the construction of the locks of the Illinois & l[ich-
igan Canal. I'or that sefvice, 1\Ir. Palke, Sr., re-
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Sum, IIe was also a 5;r'ert blidge-lruilder, rnd built
a bridge acloss tbe River 'Irent in ('errnda, rvlrich

clcaterl lg much wondet' as tlre Br',-,,rklln II'idse of
to-da1'. I)uling lris f atlrer"s oi :. :i ce f rlrm l]ome,
f ilgil I':rll<e di<l nruch of Llre ferm l'ork. ,\itt,r
attnining to nran'g esttl,c, Iie entt,rerl tlrc Illinois
Lilier*l Institutc, o1 1;xlgslrrrr'{. n.)\\'kn(:r\\'lt ns tlre
Lomltald L'ttil'crstly, anrl l-rltt':tic{i a tlrree-.t'er1s

course of stutl.v, On its sr-r1n 1,11ti411 he enter erl

the emplo.l'of Ilnggalrl & Necle.v, collection ngcnts
of Clriclgr.r. taking cltrrge of theil business fol
cerrtlll Illinoi-s, arrd rvts locrted at l)ccntur about
1813. -\f tel r slrort time, horvet'cr, he gtve up
tlris n cilk and emblrlked in the livelr- business,
wlriclr lre followed for se ve n ycals. ,\f terwartl lrc
folnred a pnltnelshilr with A. A, llulln.\', under
tlre firrn namc of I'arke & Ilurray. lliey detlt irr

agricultulai implements fol a nurribel of ;'ears,
rvhen his putner left the citJ, snd he continued
alone in business until 1886. He then sold out,

t

nutl, purchnsing tlre property where ho is now lo-
catetl, begnn busincss os n dealer in fccdl coal, lime,
eement, ete., handling twelve hundred to fourteen
lr undretl carloads annually.

Oh the 25th of Janurry, 1858, was cclebrated
the mtrriage of IIr. Parke and Elien Ii. James,
dnughter of Dr. Lorenzo *nd C:rtherine (Blythe)
Jamcs, of Athnta, Ill. Their union was blessed
with five children: Cora, Clare \',, ,Iessie, Guy J.
and Gmce, but only Guy is living. IIe is now
associated in business wiih'his father, hnving been

admitted to partnership in I887.
Duriug the late war, in company witlr Theodore

Smith, ttren a desler in jewelry, 1lr. Parke raised
a eompauF in Deeatup, but *s the quotd was al-
reatly filletl his troops were uot accepted. How-
ever, he was lst€r with the Almy of the 'Iennessee

for nine months, acting in the capncit.y of nurse.
Socially, he is a member of l,he Odd Fellows' fra-
ternity, and of }Iacon Lodge No. 8, A. F. & A. II.
His wife is a member of the Episcopal Church. 1llr.
Prrke was one of the oliginal promoters of the
Deestor electric streetrailway, and is still a stot'k-
holder iu the present company. He has twice
served as Alderman of Decatur fronr the Sesond
lYard,,the prompt and efficient Banner in which
he discharged his duties leading to hie re-elecl,ion.
In politie, he was formerly a Republican, but is
Dow a Plohibitiorist He is a'man of ffrm con-
victions *nd unwavering. in Bupport of what he

believes to be right. I{e resides at'No. 307 TY'est
'Wiiliam Street, whepe tre has lived for tweoty-
Eeven year8.
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