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History:s  "Built in 1866 or
apple orchard owned by T. O.
William is one of the most sul
the same time it is a handsom
"Mr. Parke bought
0. Smith in 1864, paying for it
Mr, Smith's house stood near ths no
Streets, All around him was his
and sold piecemeal as Decatur devel
"The Parke residence wzs
year following., One of the few or:
best house, It was one of the 1
other old residences, it was of c¢
walnut being used. If the house
the building would be found fresh
"Though few changes hav=
house, many have been made on the 1
stance, has been remcdeled and decu
of the best, if not the best, dinin
"The lot still has a fro
ing sold any of it."
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1866 and finished in the
in Decatur, it was then the
having twelve rooms. Like
tructed of hard wood, much
torn down, the wood used in
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"The house has been occu-ied by the Parke family since it was

constructed in 1864, V. H. Parke had lived previously in a small red
brick house on the site of the Huston-Patterson Bldg., 330 N. Church
Street."

From the Decatur Newspapers File of 4/22/
Decatur Herald & Review.

On the envelope of clippings in the Decatur Herald & Review file on
Homes in Decatur, "William Parke does not want a story on the house
at 307 W. William St. for security reasons."

OTE:

William C. Parke,

ent owner's name:
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V. H. Parke of

u.l ﬁ' Parke & SQ“ the ﬁrm ‘Of ‘V-
H. Parke & Son has possibly been in active
business in Decatur longer than any other
man, coming to this city in March 1852, and
first engaging in the livery business, then in
the implement trade until 1887, at which
time he purchased the firm’s present business
property on North Main street. Bl =

The firm is composed of V. H. Parke and
son G. J. Parke and is engaged in a more
extensive business in their line than any other
firm in Central Illinois. They handle limes,
cements, sewer pipe, fire clay goods as well as
operating a large hard wall plaster plant for
the manufacture of this product. They
recently purchased the transfer and storage
business of another firm, and handle exten-
sively in this way farm implements for distri-
bution all over Central Illinois, being well
equipped in having four large warehouses for
the large and growing business.

r?m Progressive Decatur, Published by the Review
rinting and Stationery Co., Decatur, Ill., no date
iven; estimate of date, 1899 to 1901, Page 99.
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V. H. Parke & Son
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“This Stﬂnning pOrtrai was painted in 1927 by thp

‘ Mrs. Harvey S. Firestone,. Ir, |
‘of Akron, O., the former Eliza— ~ pastel pinks and blues, and or-
beth Parke of Decatur, . ‘chid tones. . Last week Con-
_exhibit this month In the fa- . gress ‘commisisoned. DelLaszlo

‘mous Knoedler Galleries . in*.‘ to make a ‘portrait of Calvin
New York City. The ﬁortrmt « Coolidge, for ‘the govemment.

trait artist, and is in delicate

Tl

“A. Delaszlo, well known por-.
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» & Son, |perty will be acquired by 't |

e firm
ing the

e"-yvork

us ‘ap-

jcity.

Beaman said as soon as the

The land then will be reso/d by

the city to buyers, and thé city
expects to regain about $500,000
from these sales.
Owners of property in the area
will “be given a check/ for the
markpt_ value and they also will
be eligible for federal and city
funds to purchase a résidence at
a new location. ;

The city staff is /obligated to
help the displaced persons find a

property is acquired demolifion
essing, |will begin: ] “
roperty

t _this
certain

as period of

silence may be
‘observed Monday.

\

cymparable -hous¢ that meets| Harvey S. Firestone Jr., who By Ron Ingr:
city housing stand rd_s. A died Friday in Akron, Ohio, had ';' e'ierr.en{a.r
here are approximately 150 \many ties to the city of | B o
resilences in the renewal pro-|Decatur. e thogity, such as
ject area. e — e o
The federal [ government is| He was married in Decatur, s
paying two-thifds of the cost of [June 25. 1921, fo a native of answer to th
the project and the city is Decatur. Elizabeth Parke. She always the one
{paying\the baJance. . |was_a daughter of the iate Mr, {be. faccording to Le
| said ; - |and Mrs. Guy J._Parke, wha Two persons were injured, pripcipal of Lincoln &
usade e [lived at 307 W. William St neither sériously, in a threecar| JLast December
Jenter G L Be Ins Mr. Firestone met his wife in accident lon U.S. 36 east of d¢cided to embark o1
iday’s p Washington, D.C. Wyckles Road about 11:45 a.m. |pfoject to try to &
would The 1921 wedding wzs in St. Friday. : imz of “the
f John's Episcopal Church. 5 - . | puthority ™
e | Environmental *Shen 5 Siciie ve P e oyt
wedding were members of the |- treated and\released at Decaturjimyself. I wanted the
Ciat-a Firestone family including Mr. Memorial Hospital. Jimf to think of any pri
David ' e ort Firestone’s parents, Mr." and Smothers, 1Y, of Route 8, # Personin authority.
: may Mrs. Harvey Firestone Sr., and passenger with him, was listgl Who is there to try
night's| Members of the Illinois Na- otherslike Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gty by police as shightly injured bjit Ple.” LaFauce said.
Friday gon %“:erg. hit in Decatur to.ag::g. and Mr. and Mrs. Edsel S the ‘hospital daid he was go ;Ia'll.-? acgomgg;n
{day pill begin § year - en- : ; : = treated. . \ . |LaFauce decided to
earned |viromental e f’?&"’ onmme; St. John's Episcopal Church |after the church's pastor, Rev. ™ o ... (.4 ke accident Joc- the sixth grade down
1o the Degatur. - " was o benefit later on the Darwin B. Bowers, wrofe them| ., o4 when an eastbound ear informal interviews
- after| 7Yhe project is\aimed at curb? | Firestone’s 40ﬁl\ anniversary in | @ letter telling of m Pro-| 4iven by Gilbert C. Kettlekp plpupil. 5
ing pol]uhon hteats to freshil”l, when the couple donated‘blu!'s the congregation was made a left turn\just as it/was| idea
s told Whter supplies. \money for the church fo having. being passed by a\car drivgn by LaFauce said
{ their | /The guardymen are purchase a parking lot at the ' oo o g a3 wedding, which|Waverly R. Smotyers, 18, of Someiinz.
l m; particip ating  in the water northwest corner of North Mami'.s a W in Decatur’s | Route 8. :.tlonal ]
. thesurvey project with the U.S. and Cerro Gordo streets. The lof' ooy s ™ poth Mr. and| The Kettlekamp cr wgs then |idea to suit !
by lay/Environmental Prptection /had been owned by MrS yuo gpegone returned to |Struck in the rear by the Pfeifer | A number
ial in{ Agency (EPA) and\the Illinois Firestone’s father. e e a——— ey car, also easthound. brought to h
areg EPA. | The couple’s donation came s Police charged Kiftlekamp for an under
Survey teams frotn National . He was here in 1958 as the | with making an illegal Jeft turn |Principal’s
ss ad Guard units throughoyt the state \ Boltimore Ave featured speaker of the United|and Pfeifer with fgilure to pupils.
fid nft will be sampling waler at 113 Fund Kickoff gnner and in 1964, | reduce speed to avoid/ ay acci-| “One day a |
rs it locations on tributarids leading | tr fh - 'be was the featured speaker at|dent. teacher had a prok
: t0 31 lakes and reservo ‘ yireng &) |the dedication of the Firestone child and brought hi
i i ! {Tire & Rubber Co. plant in c ofﬁ%eé." LaFauce sai
! = 1% Decatur. . ornerst . The principal’s of
smed at = 3 coln is a small cubi
o :' During s: hw spefeicr:t 5 cond floor stairwell
wwth ‘éh.ll i*‘ i learned e ; » visited only by pupil
bas been ;oo gn ond ispl] ml'p of u i In ace !fordlscmlmz;‘r);reas
3 - firas closer
gy Decatur “which was an impell-| A cornerstone/ containing\dergartener got to m
ad ™ mmw’*ﬁf_""“"‘m:memorabilia of fhe city was ouder he cried. }
of ity for our new plant. glaceg in Lincoln Squadre Il:{riday, ared " LaFauce s
Firestone’s mother y the Decatuy an acon | other day a
. inu& and her!}aﬂnr a e:‘ﬁ County Heritage Committee. | whether be had a p
. - A bronze replica of the first said v
‘known Decatur businessman, ) JUNCE ¥
. Fri- died at the age of 98 in 1965. Macon County Court House will' askhd if it realiy
strengthen|  Her brother, William C. be placed neat the site at 11
timor e Parke, still livesin Decatur, |&m. Tuesday by the Heritage A fur of his off
' GGW!E W. Aucolt, Decatur Committee, Region Five Heart- handing the dres
was | Firestone Pllﬂ' manager, said land Tourisnj Council, Stephen | comvisred the girl ¢
| " when|Friday the plant will not be|D°CBWr  QWPISL =~ ISHonsias bay as she'd
i scation |closed down . [Dociety 0 Ja IS Of pelievel by a ok
s Ml e i e in ;:-‘irestone’s dealb:c s Tl American RRevolution and eity said
fic| Aucott said a five - minute representatjves. Findink 2 time

| Included/ in the box were tervie
copies of/ the Decatur Herald the popi's y
and the Decatur Daily Review, ——— 3

t;))amphl s describing the city, 3
rochures about Abraham Lin- Fam 0

coln’s fife in the city, political
Pl Pareel

bumpsr stickers and informa-
tiorr / about the Commumity
Coll¢ge of Decatur.

A’noon luncheon is scheduled
MYl nas S A e asamdan
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Firestone Wedding Linked

Sun  Decalur
Heigld aod
Zié:i/ié.n/

City With Tire Manufacturing.

By Don Brilley
The marriage of DRecals
Harvey S. Firestone J
June 25, 1921, was not 07 the

most brilliant and
wedding held in Deca®
also initiated a link -
Decatur and the tire mans
turing industry.

o

F

)
.

The daughter of Guy =mC
Gertrude Chambers os §
met the son of the -
Firestone Tire &
aparty in Washington

Miss Parke
Miss Wheeler's
Providence. T.1
and  had jou
capital with 2

Decatur

ia
.,7;4&(,{, + ,ryf‘?,’/'fi

w'h a chest of silver while the
~=st man added a silver tea
sevice to the collection.

The ushers gave a complete
==t of china.

Guests of the Hardings

The  newlyweds  quickly
departed for a honeywmoon
trip to Lake Louise in Branif.
Canada. Shortly after their
return they were the guests of
President and Mrs. Warren G.
Harding at a camp near
Hagerstown, Md. :

The Henry Fords were also
“roughing it” at the week-long
camp, as were the Thomas
Edisons.

Herald and Review files show
that Harvey and Elizabeth
Firestone visited Decatur many
times after their marriage. Her
tamily still resides here.

Firestone was the kickoff
speaker for the $498.996 United
Fund Drive in 1958.

As chief executive officer and
chairman of the board of
Firestone Tire & Rubber Co.
(posts he had held since 1948)
Firestone  commented on
Decatur’s expansion over the
years.

Specifically Firestone cited
the development of Lake
Decatur, A. E. Staley Mfg. Co..

' Caterpillar Tractor Co. and

i three

Firestone was a Princeion
graduate.

But back
Miss Pa
aisle of 3t
Church 1
father’s
Edna Bunn playec

Pronounced befors Bishop
Frank DuMloulir Cleveland,
Ohio. the vows wers wiinessed
by. maid ~of ‘honer Miss
Gertrude Parke =nc mairon of
honor, Mrs. Donz Lucy
Ludingtor Russell
A. Fires 2 as best
man for b

Ameng i and near -
famous 1! < gt this
wedding. = biggest
social Decatur
history. Mr. and Mis
Henrv znd Mr. and
Mrs. all of
Dearborn. Mic

The fie ween these two |
families was <rengthened |
more with ihe 1347 marriage of
Harvey and. Elizab et
Firestone's zhier. Martha
P, to Wik P. Ford, .o
grandson o  10e elder
Fords.

[mmediaie’s zter 1o church
service a cr ~ed for
the 225 Conntry
Club of D

A large D ¢ bridal roses

adorned the n
which they st

/i
"
=
(]
(S5

members of the wedding party |

and friends.

At one end of the iable
the bride’s cake. W
opposite end was a ¢
groom made by 2
Akren, Ohio.

A dance followed he di
and the fraditional openi

Borg Warner Division of
York.

Three years later, on the 40th
anniversary of their marriage,
the Firestones donated the

money for a new parking lot for

;

St. John’s Episcopal Church at |

the corner of Main and Cerro
Gordo Streets.

When Firestone next returned |

to Decatur—in May of 1964, he |

brought his family’s enterprise
with him. He was here for
days of dedication
ceremonies  at  the new

Firestone Tire & Rubber Co.
' plant on N. 22nd Street. ‘

Firestone first showed in-

terest in expanding to Decatur

April 3, 1962, when he submit-
ted the highest bid for the
Decatur Signal Depot.

At the dedication services
Firestone cited a strategic
location and closeness 0
markets as prime reasons
the selection of Decatur.
Friendliness, Fellowship

In clesing remarks Firestone

T e, SRR T A 1 S & S

. tion of t:ﬁ{s city for omr =W
plant.”

Gov., Otto  Kermer ==
likewise delighted with ==
company’s return to Ilmes
pointing out that Firestons s
father had founded his empite
at Chicago in 1896.

Firestone quickly retoried
that the company had refurned
t. the state only because a
reduced unemployment iax
encouraged expansion.

Gov. Kerner was presenied
with two tires that day: the
first one manufactured at the
plant, on Feb. 24, 1963, and the
two - millionth one, which had
just rolled off the production
lines earlier that morning.

At the time cnly 600 persons
worked at the  Decatur
Firestone plant, while today
more than 2,200 are
employed.

The leadership at Firestone
Tire & Rubber Co. also has
changed over the years.
Firestone stepped down as
chief executive officer in 1963,
put remained chairman of the
board until his death 10 years
later.

Newspaper files indicate
Mrs. Firestone is retired and
living at the family home in
Akron, Ohio.
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’Ivaan ‘2 front. rc room in the Aud]tor;um_
hotel in Chicago when an automobile, belong-.
ing to H. M, Mueller, won the first' long: dis-
tance aufomobile race through that city. It
was on Thanksgiving: Day in 1895. It ‘is said
that Henry Ford -would have liked te havé
been in Chicago {0 see the race, but ‘he dldn’t
have money enough!

Mr. Mueller’s automobile was known, as |

the “Benz Motor” Wagon.” It was not known
in those days just what to call the new ma-
. chines. The Times- Herald .of Chicago had
offered $500 for a suitable name to replace
. “horseless carriage.” .
. The Benz Motor Wagon was iftported
,from Germany ‘The original cost was about
| $1,500, with transportatmn costs approaching
the same figure: ‘The Benz was “given many
“severe tests,”: accordmg to The- Decatur Re-
view of September 1895. One of these was a
trip to Spnngfxeld and return. The return {rip
in pamcular proved very- favorable. !
_ The distance. of more than 40 mxles was
covered in about five hours. Stops, amount-
ing to two hours along the way, were de-
" ducted - from -the running time, Yor as Mr.
Muyeller said, “the car was given to stopping
entirely without reason.” Four and one-hzlf
gallons of gasoline were used on the trip.

: - THE LONG DISTANCE race was between
! Hyde -Park, Chicago.and Waukegan and re-
. turn, a distance of 92 miles. Mr. Parke says
; it dido’t look much. like a2 horse race. First
one car would come :along and then it might
be an ‘hour or more before the next one |
would show .up: That didn’t mean that the
last car; wouldn't have a show of winning. |
Anythmg‘ 1

Mr. Muéller 'had made provision for hav- |
- ing cakes of ice at certain poinis zlong the
- way, ,w1th which to cool down his heated en-
gine. It 'was a wise provision. The race tma_hy
narrowed down to two automobiles One was
driven by Charles E. Duryez and the one
owned by Mr. Mueller,

Many people who were there io ses the
start of the race, stayed throughout the day
to see the finish. Most of them beczme dis-

* couraged in the cold and returned home, when
. it began to get dark. When the winning car
came’ in late at night there were less than
.2 hundred people there to see the finish. i

MR. DURYEA had the advanizgze of hav-
ing “pneumatic tires,” while the Benz had
solid rubber. The Duyrea doubtless would;
have won the race but for the fact that one of
the many teams that became frightened along

- the route got over onto the left side of the

road and Mr. Duryea had to tzke to the

* ditch.

' When the race was over, Mr. Duryea made

this statement: “We made 70 miles in the

morning. We had power to spare at all |
places and we had no occasion to ‘get out and |
push’ Our motor did not stop in the last !
206 ‘miles. When the doors closed behind us
{ there was no muddy unhitching, no cleaning,
. no feeding; it was our faithful servant”
| According to records kept at the time,
“The speed of the Mueller car ranged as high
as 1,168 feet in a- minute at times. For 32%
miles a speed of 1% mﬂes an hour was main-
tained.” . Previous to’ this the Mueller ecar
had * dope 2 mile”’ in 4% minutes, on g race
track m Chlcago.

L. CT
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| -t ! Decatur’ I LS : : Rear Seat: Hieronymus andFO. % Mueller § .
; i : . i § Front Seat: Robert Mueller and Fred B. Mueller g :
Sarnia, Ontario !
. 8 © “HIS AUTOMOBILE won the first road race |
Port Huron’ MlCh. - i ever run in America in November 1895 at Chicago.
i F “ The race was promoted by H. H. Kohlsatt, e
| ! editor and owner of the Chicago Times-Herald. {
[ i 8
; % =E { The distance was 92 miles covering a course from ¢
" 5= =a Jackson Park to Evanston and return, which was
! =2 i covered in g hours and 22 minutes actual running time. i
! }g :{ The judges said the “car stood the test in a magnificent
! | manner .
. !‘ t An interesting incident in this connection was the
i | police objection to the car on the city streets because
= | ‘ it “ran so_fast, and frightened horses™.
! At that period there were only 5 or 6 self-propelled
) i I vehicles in the United States and the possibility of a
| ! - precad of this character for road use was being
! E o) sed by engineers, scientific men and the
: § i  publicg y. Vehicles of this type were generally
g i referred to as “horseless carriages™, “benzine buggies”,
£ : and “motorcycles’.
fé § Tht word “‘automobile™ had not been included in &
! [ nguage and the adaptation of gasoline as a motive
| 4 ver for a road vehicle was in the early stage of ex-
' ‘ perimentation. The principles involved in the cars of
1 X that day remain, but have been fully developed and
| § refined.
E § Mr. Hicronymus Mueller, a keen student of me-
) ; hanics and an investigator, attracted by the possi-
3 i lities of gasoline as a substitute for steam, purchased
... PRESENTED BY... 2 i ;e automebile from the Benz Co., of Mannheim,
f Ceornany.  He practically rebuilt it before putting it ¢
M ' ' E LL E R CO ; i in se. Crowds blocked the way or pursued it on |
® g £ bic y:les when it appeared on the streets. £
ESTABLISHED 1857 ] 4 o3 e 2
D 111i . ! T his automobile was exhibited at the State Fairat = ;
ecatur, 1Nnois Spri-izfield in October 1895, making the run from ¢
Decatur over dirt roads, a distance of 4o milesing -
A BRANCHES H i
£ 3 New York City  San Francisco : g When William Jennings Bryan visited Decatur s :
& Los Angeles ‘ a presidential candidate in 18g6 he rode in the Mueller &
5 car—the first automobile ride he ever enjoyed —and ;
one which he has never forgotten. i
2 - i
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V G)IRGIL . PARKE is the senior member of
\ / the firm of V. H Parke & Son, dealers in
“\" feed, coal, lime, hair,cement and everything
found in a first-class establishment of that kind,
and he islocated at No. 621 North Main Street, De-
catur. He established business in 1886 and is now

enjoying a good trade, his patronage having con-
stantly increased from the beginming.

Mr. Parke is a Canadian by birth. He was born
in Cobourg, Upper Canada, August 19, 1832, and
is a son of Elisha and Abiah (Hickox) Parke. The
parents were both natives of New York and were
of Scotch descent. The grandfather, Daniel Parke,
was born in Scotland, and having crossed. the
occan located in Connecticut. Soon afterward,
with a Mr. Tuttle, be located in what is now Cam-
den, Oneida County, N. Y., of which place they
were the first settlers.  Mr. Parke was a farmer by
occupation, and died at the age of ninety years,
near Camden, N. Y. The maternal grandfather of
our subject, David Heicox (for such was the orig-

inal spelling of the name) was also born in Scot-

land, and on coming to America located in the |

Nutmeg State. Ile was a soldier in the Revolu-

" tionary War and also in the Warof 1812, Remov-

ing to Jefferson County, N. Y., he there made his

home until his death, which occurred in Springfield,
11l., while he was on a visit to hissons.

Elisha Parke, father of our subject, was'engaged

in harbor building on Lake Ontario for many

)

years, in the employ of the DBritish Government,
On Christmas Day of 1832, he came to Illinois,
loeating on a farm twenty-seven miles north of
Springfield, in what is now Logan County. Ile
built the first frame hounse and the first frame barn
ever erected in Logan County, and was one of the
honored pioneers of that locality. ITe wasa soldier
in the War of 1812, having enhsted in the service
three times and being twice drafted. Ilis death
occurred in 1853, at the age of sixty-two years,
and his wife died in 1888, at the age of eighty-
eight years. -They were members of the Univer-
salist Church.

Our subject is one of a family of twelve children,
nine of whom grew to mature years. It was dur-
ing his infancy that his parents came to Illinois,
and upon his father’s farm in Logan County he
was reared to manhood. His education was ac-
quired in a log schoolhouse, with greased-paper
windows and slab seats. As soon as old enough,
he began work on the farm and did considerable
duty in that direction in 1850, when his father
went on a prospecting tour to California, and also
while his father was engaged in the supervision of

the construction of the locks of the Illinois & Mich-

igan Canal. For that service, Mr. Parke, Sr., re-

Ssum. He was also a great bridge-builder, and built
a bridge across the River Trent in Canada, which
created as much wonder as the Brooklyn Bridge of
to-day. During his father’s absence from home,
'Virgil Parke did much of the farm work. After
attaining to man’s estate, he entered the Illinois
Liberal Institute, of Galesburg, now known as the
Lombard University, and pursued a three-years
course of study. On its completion he entered
the employ of Haggard & Neeley, collection agents
of Chicago, taking charge of their business for
central Illinois, and was located at Decatur about
1853. After a short time, however, Lhe gave up
this work and embarked in the livery business,
which he followed for seven years. Afterward lie
formed a partnership with A. A. Murray, under
the firm name of Parke & Murray. They dealt in
agricultural implements for a number of years,
when his partner left the city, and he continued
alone in business until 1886. He then sold out,
and, purchnsin‘g the property where he is now lo-
cated, began business as a dealer in feed, C()nl; lime,
cement, etc., handling twelve hundred to fourteen
hundred carloads annually.

Oh the 25th of January, 1858, was celebrated
the marriage of Mr. Parke and Ellen E. James,
daughter of Dr. Lorenzo and Catherine (Blythe)
James, of Atlanta, IlIl. Their union was blessed
with five children: Cora, Clare V., Jessie, Guy J.
and Grace, but only Guy is living. e is now
associated in business with'his father, having been
admitted to partnership in 1887.

During the late war, in company with Theodore
Smith, then a dealer in jewelry, Mr. Parke raised
a company in Decatur, but as the quota was al-
ready filled his troops were not accepted. How-
ever, he was later with the Army of the Tennessee
for nine months, acting in the capacity of nurse.
Socially, he is a member of the Odd Fellows’ fra-
ternity, and of Macon Lodge No. 8, A. F. & A. M.
His wife isa member of the Episcopal Church. Mr.
Parke was one of the original promoters of the
Decator electric streetrailway, and is still a stock-
holder in the present company. He has twice
served as Alderman of Decatur from the Second
Ward, the prompt and efficient manner in which
he discharged his duties leading to his re-election.

In poiitics, he was formerly a Republican, but is |
now a Prohibitionist. He is a man of firm con- |

victions and unwavering in support of what he
believes to be right. He resides at No. 307 West
William Street, where he has lived for twenty-
geven years.
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