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Add-re,ssr 525 N. Church Str=e'", Decatur, fllinois
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church'

Date of orlsinal construetion: Constructlon of audltorlum started. April

Cornerstone 1aid. 14ay 28, 1890.
Dedleation - November 20, 1890.

Nane of orlglnal owner: First. Congregational Church.

Sistory: The first neetings of the Flrst Congfegatlonal Chureh nere hel-d
in the l;onel,s Ch:istian Temperance HaI1 , 3L5 N. l'lain Stree-',frca
Decenber 1888 to 1890.
0n July 5, i889 thirty-seven founders signed. their nares to a

docunent and purchased the land at the northwest corner of Eldorado asL lhtrch
Streeis. 0n February i9, 1890, the building comnittee was authorized to pro-
ceed on the ereetion of a ehurch at a cost of $3470 for the Iot, with the
church building to ccst $13,000.

0n Aprl1 22, 1890, coastruction of the aud.itoriu.n began. 3rick 
_

an6 stone ra11s Here a'cout 16 feet high rhen the cornerstone ras 1aid, H"v 28t
1890. The church ras ieCicated Novenber 20, 1890.

0n Februar! 2?, 1)02, church trustees approved a resolution to eon-
plete the church bullC-lng. $8500 nas pledged for an a.dd.ltlon to lnclude kiteh-
en and social areas (north end of build-ing).

Fron 0ctober, 1902 untl1 March, L903, the coagregation returned to
I.C.T,U. HaII for neetings irhile the ad-d"itlon ras bullt, carpeting laid'r and

organ installed.
The first service was held ln the newly renodelled. ehurch on l{arch

25, l-903.

electric

out.
This building continued to serve the First

eongregation until 1958 rihen the bullding was sold to
Baptlst Church. The Flrst Congregatlonal Church was I

Arthur Road.

Congre gati onal Ohurch
the Antloch MissioaarY

reloeated on North !{ac

The above ras wrltten and subnitted by !Irs.
Esther Post, JanuarY 24t l97ll,

Present ownerrs nane! Antioch Irlissionary Baptist Church, Decatur, I11lnols.

Xajor relairs rere nade Ln i}2]- for brick work, decoratlng, carpetlngt
xork, roof and painting, at a cost of $3454.00.

In 1928 the church was re-roofed and a eonplete renovati.oa carrled
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525 North Chureh

Antloeh i{issionary Baptlst Church

r890

Photo - Dtargare*' I'1. HeYet, A975
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Vlslt to the Antloeh lt[lssionary Baptist Church
Decenber 15, L9?4

The chand.eller has been reolaceC anC :ne orisinel wa11
lights a.re gone.

The cholr ls ln the eenter 'oen1:l :n:
of turned. balusters ls in frcnt of :n3

;:1clt. A railinE
ehoir. Organ behind cho1r.

all -"!:ree a1s1esThe floor ls hard.wooc., wlih l:.r:r-e:s i::
and. 1n front of the rt-r1o11-. a:d :l:ir.

The church clerk told ne tha.t A::Loch !!isslonarrr tse.ptist
purcha-sed the bulldinc ln l-.5?. ?his carlsh has 1nsta11ed
a. t11ed ba.ptlsna.l font on ihe rrest slde. They have a,lso
lnstalled storm wlndows, w,:iei: pro:ect the orlglna1
stalned wlndows whleh ilave Ceslqr.s of q'eometrlc shapes,
curves a.nd d.ots, with eolors r":-;.g:ing from pale blue and
turquolse to red., bro'*'nr +E'3=r, .Tanse and plnk, wlth
some green.

fhe firepl-ace ls sti11 on the so.ih wa.11, and the south
entrance 1s sti11 rlsed.

the elerk stated the Re-n-s mav be different from the
or1s1na.l ones,
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railroads served the clt.., r,,.i th at least thintv_f ive
trains arrivins anC ieoa::t.:;.rr Cai1,,,.

A dozen pension aqents vied for the business
the rndian and civil l{ars who scught pensions for
and there were several asents for r.restenn lands to
who sought fortune in the liest. 

-

Deeatur had twelve bcot and shoemakers, seven
wagon makers and two were Ii sted as ,,feather
two dyer.s and scourers, thz.ee batn cper.ators

town on the west side of
and Oakland pank was wher:e

pa ssenger

of veterans of
their service

senve those

earniage and

It There were

t:. dealen

the fllinois

city in rich
Con qre ga-

nake rs .

and one
who made much of supolying [pure Fekin iee,, eut fr orn
River:.

The baseball park vias out fr.cn
0akland Avenue south of l,lain Stree!
Millikin Univensity now is located.

i-

Among clubs ,ere the 3'cvele 31ub , Decatur- Tu:.n vere in andthe Hibenians.

ft was in thrs setting. a small but thr.ivi:lg
farmland and reachin r-,-out inrJustry __ that the F.i nc+_

tc finallv found

l-d in horne s of

tional Chunch of Decatur, fliinois, was formed
The first meetings of the group that hias

Fir"st Congregational Church.iin Decatur were he
pensons intenested in forming the new ehurch.

M.s' J' Foster F. I'Ja,tz, who died liarch 2 7, rg6f , nemembened
later yeans attendinq neeting.s with her pa:rents, Mr_. and Mns.
R' Buekrnasten, who beeame charte. rnernbers of the ehurch.

Eishteen of the charten rnenbers tuere membens of Finst

w.
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Presbyterian Church.

Thein letter to the Sessicn of First pr.esbvtenian church,
dated November 30, 1888, stated:

rrThe undersisnei renbers of the First Presbytenian Church

of Decatur, believins the tirne has corne for the formation of a

congregational church in this City, and that we can better serve
the cause cf ouz'colnon l.{aster in this new chunch, hereby pnesent

our app3-ication fcr retters of dismissal from your church and

corn::endaticn as Christi.ans for the purpose of uniting in the
fornaticn of a Ccasregaticnal Church in this CitV. In sever^ing

ouu ccnnections fror. r/our nernbership, r+e wish to express ourl

appreciaticn of the Christian kindness and fraternal spir:it that
has existed in our relationship r^rith you and the chur.ch. we i

shal1 even rejoice in your suecess and be ready to co-operate
with you in the wonk of ou:: Lord and Master..

Signed:

H. C. Fredenick

Hattie M. Frederick

MrE. E. B. pratt

Abbie A. Pratt ''

' Reuben Nims

. W. R. Buckmaster.

Alice Buekmasten

0. Z. Greene

. ,C, A. F. Gneene

, , rtr. H. Bevans
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CFARTER IiLIIBIIRS - IBBB

James H. Bevans

Pfrs. Eleanor Eevans

Howard C. Frederick

Hrs. Hattie C. Frederick
Oliver Z. Greene

I,irs. Clara Greene

Luther Barnar"d

Mary Barnard

Charles C. Earnard

Al-lison F. Bar.::ard

Hrs. E. B. pr.att

Hiss Abbie pratt

IIrs. A. R. Irnrin

Reuben Nims

Mns. Diana Nims

Mrs. Many C. Br^adfond

Dn. J. W. Mitchell
Mns,. Susan Hankins

Mrs" J. W. MitchelI
John p. Drennan

I"liss Eunice Drennan

1"1iss Annie Schaub
mrnio Lr irvans

I{rs. Anna Childs Evans

Frank L. Evans ,,

l'irs. Manganet Childs
George I,J. Batt Ie s

lirs. E1j_zabeth p. Battles
I'.'. R. Buekmaster

l'1rs. AIice Buckmister
f1 r':. L o LAln

l.{rs. Anna E. Cain

David M. Robbin

Mr.s. Jane f . Hawke s

T. l^/. Batt 1e s

Mrs. Lucy Battles
I .i

The men and women who made up the founding band of the
linst cong,egational chunch of Decatun, rrrinois, r,rene perrsons of
8l€at leligious conviction and missionapy zea1 r

'f' Thnee of them -- william Riley Buckmaster. and John p. and
:;'lcFqca Riley,Dnennan -- w€Fe leaders- in the founding of .eight

co?gruq"tional churches duning thein lifetimes.
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i'Ji11iam Riley Buckmaster died in lgr+3 at the aqe of BB.
was born in Arton in rBSq and at the age of zo joined the paci
ExDress co., a firm fon which he worked s0 years. lie and his

Ile

fic

'"" i= , 'p":c :','as Ar,i ce M. stuart bef ore her marriage , were rrr,. n tr .::
le::tur at the t'i-rne of the founding of the ehurch, but r-ater. no!,ed:*' L : L ' Lor'l Is whe.e they red in a movernent for- establishment of theiilsrin congnegational chu.ch. They arso aiderl in the founding cf:;c :ther churches.

"Tohn 
p' Drennan and his wife, Rebecca Riley Drennan, arso

were cong.egationalists l.;ith rnissionary zea1. They r^rere char.ten
nenbers of congregational chunches in l{ansfield and cincinnati,
'hio ' 

and in Alton, Roodhouse , anc rlecatur in rllinois. Mr. anci
l'1r's' Drennan wene ma*ied in r.ransfierd, 0hio, in 1846, and rivedin several othen cities before movins to Decatur in lgBg. Mrs.
Drennan uras a native of connecticut and had noved to rllinois
with hen family at an early age. Her fanily hcme eTas near Go<lfrey
on land where Monticel]o Seminany later was buiIt. l.fr.. Drennan
died in 1g07 and Mrs. Drennan died in 1904 in her home at the
cQtrnert of ce::ro Gordo and chur.ch str.eets. Their daughter, Eunice,
who marr'ied rlean I'fannheim, arso was a charter member, riving intha eanly days of the churc'h at I3 6 r,/. riorth Stneet. She die<1 in
lgcg"

t1n' and Mns. George vI. Battles moved to Decatur in 1880. Ifn.Battlseo bonn in rB51 in Mount vernon, N. ii., had in his earry life
Ql'qrce&e a serious attack of paralysis. IJe and Elizabeth parker
Battla' came to Decatun on their honeymoon in r8g0 to visit re_lqtiveg, liked the town and nemained. Mr. Battles finst taught
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school-, later switchiilg t. a job as a shoe saresr:an.
years he served as Sunda,.'School Super-intcncent ancl

Bevans were the first Ceacons of the church. Ceorge

for. many

he and J. i1.

Batt Ie s
dieci in 1911 and his r+if e clred in \.aZZ ,

Thomas l'J. Battles anc h:s r;ife, -ucv Stevens Battles, were

the parents of George Battles. Thei, moved to Decatur in IBgT

from New Ilampshire to be with their- scn. Thomas Battles died in
1907 at the age of 90. His r.;i.fe cied in 1900.

Jarnes H. Bevans, who l.ras bcr:. in 1"930 in Green Bay, wiscon-
sin, of par.ents who were l.lew Entriancers, r.,ras perhaps the most

widely traveled of the founding fat:rer-s. 1.1r. Bevansr fathen had

taken his family to the backwoods settl-erent of Green Bay to
serve as a physician and surgeon. .r..i tl,e aie of 30, James Bevans

went by ox team and wagon to Coioraco anc returned to \{isconsin
two yeans later. The next year his l.:ancer.iust took him to
california and he returned to his native l,lisconsin by crossing
the Panama rsthmus, long before the canai r,'as built. For

severar years he worked as a traveling sal-esrnan, coning to
Decatun in rBB5, where he openated the City,, Bcck Store. He went

to califonnia in 1906 and died there in l-910. !{:_s wife, Eleanor,
died in I 92 g.

Thomas L. Evans, in whose home early neetings of the new

con8regation wer"e herd, was the educator among the founders,. Mr.

tnd Hns. Evans and a son, Frank L,, made up one of the famiry
grouPtl as charter membens. T. L. Evans, a son of Quake.ns, was

ttol in 0hio in 1833 and was gnaduated fr"om Ottenbein Co1lege in
1861. Shontly aften graduation he enlisted in the ohio Voltlnteeng,
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-"' lJrle rvho knew l'frs. chilcrs wr:11 cited her'* neligion an.r 6;,.^-. . 

Lr Lt:Lr ner appneciati

f 
heins discharrerl from. # 

_.^*r Fis(, rrom Civi I I.Jar-, ser,
, p ue served in 13 battles ,:^,':_ . 

-"rv1ce with tlre rank of captain.

$ 
herd a a""*0.""a"';;:"r 

inc.luclin* tho sei'e oJ. vicksburs, and r...qst soner at Camp I-nnJ ft_

f 
mannied in ohio to l'Iiss Anna Erir-;" 

' gr Lrt rexas' rn 1866 he r"as

E ueeatur 
rrrzdbeth childs and they came to

f :^::uur 
rD 1BB0' Fon sevenal vears he r.ias n.in^"i^-,

[ 
_J'r, .,rSo ]i. L. f

ll f"ransr ir::,-.inent in n,,.r^^^ 
"' LVans dierl in 1923r and lrank.-- q..LrriuIrr 1n business as a gnain clealen$ hobb,,, or ra,.sine onchicls, <rie.r ,; i';::"_:,.:l.n 

and known ron his
f llrs. _,:"-': _""^".tlo"' 

<lie.l in 1e5B at the ase of .89.

fi schocls and f ate:-, 
) v('! D ire l'ias pnincipal of cr-t,,r' , l{ 

^ .-.-'.'- 
'r- Lras countv sunerintendent of

fl E'.rans died in l-916^ rlno . 
-, - r-end€Dt of schools. ?. L.

L rrc .ige Of g 9.
tr 

llrs' lla:raret childs, the motheF or N1_^ mva r.r.r,s. 1,. L. Evans, alsofl eJas a ci:a].ter t-rer:ho-li 
LJas a ci:arter nemben- qh^ 

r1r'5 ' 1 ' Lo Evans, alsc' 
Il Aupust ,,, ;;,;,;;',.:';.:::.:':: 

":.:::: 
Beekmantown, N. y.,

ii

it

;::: ; t::'
: I ;,"".:".;",:"i;,;::';,1H, 

:;::1.,,-i ,1€ ll:t:. 
Baptist chunch now stancrs, it was €sf ,.n:*^: rr;'fi# had given $tz.oo0 +^,,__ 

"-qrr\rD' at was estimated that l4n, Greene

ffi ; ::;""j;';""i^::::"' 
support or the church, a considenabre

1l)precration of,;:i ;,8 .e1r8icn and education . he.r crr^^ _;:t ,+g inn and her chea-o,,, 
"l'_ 

:u" 
stnon5r faith' aceeptance of suffen_, jtfi inn and her cheenful orrl^^r- : .: 

I clLn' aceeptance of suffer

,Xg One of the nlrrr-^u, 
--"'- va rrer death in 1908.

i.. *-rj "'hl

..'?=ffi €Un neckoned in dolla 
'r v'e urrurcnr d corsidena

..,*tr 6rfts *uou 

-* 
-;";":.,"o. ."u"u 

or the earlv vears. Amons his
:o.r,-Ly years. Among his#g 6lfts urene $s'ooo fon t

#.6. sr6 [rl. Eldonaria c+_^__:he 
building of the chunch pansonage atffi 

s36 tr. Eldo:.aco stneet on - ,^:-": 
"' Lre chunch pansonage at

;#B , , o' a lot given by Mns. Fnances winslow.
ig,ffi 

. In a qulet and unassurning r/ay. Mr- nr^^r, -: 
-"qoDUrJt1ng I.Jay, Mrn Gneen,

., , 
g'lppontea the y.M^n 

^ --, 
'- rr!o r:r'€.D€ arso had genenouslye y.M.C.A. 

and

ri!;
.;,
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ri,ri.: r



llr' creene i'';rs born i-n Lowe11, ir.,rss. , rvhr:rc l.ie learnecl thecarpenter trade ' rn f B5 3 he f.ient tc 1i1.rbama, where he took a

:"t .": 
f oreman of the bri <-1ge clepartrent of the chattanc,ora anc

'ur':!'li1s rarrroad. r'rom there he 1..7ent to i,finneapoJ-i-s, wher:e hecui'lt houses, and then later to r,lcr,ean countv, rllinois (8100m_ington). fn 1862 }fn. Gneene moved to llanr.istov,rn and senved aspostmasten uncler appointment of Abraham Lincol_n. I{e prospered asa contnaeton and grain deale:: and moved to Decatun in 1873 whenhe bought into the Decatur Coffin Cc, Iiis wife, who was ClanaFrenchr died in rg0r-. His daughter narried Kilborn H. Roby, Jr.,anc they livea in california, r,rhere bcth diecr in 1961.
Mns. E. B. pratt, who lvas Eneline Bier.ce befor.e her man.iag.eto Enos B' pnattr was also a charter ne:"rber of the chunch. Fienhusband died in lB87r a year before the church was founded, buthe had worked entirusiasticallir tcruard setting up ar. 

";;"ch be_
f ore his death' l{r'. pnatt r^ras born in Goshen , conn. , taughtechool there and was a memben of the connecticut Legisrature
beforra coming to fllinois in 1874. In Decatun, until his death,l-{P' Pnatt was in the whor-esar-e and netail gnocery business. Ade"rxhten, Miss Abbie pratt, also r^7as a chante, member of thechllch. |liss pnatt was bonn in Goshen, Conn., in 1860 and wasti:lrtoen when the family cane to Decatun. She was gnaduated froni+cotun High school in rBB0. From 1Bg3 until 1g21, Miss prattY:; h3€d of the primary Department of the Sundav School and for^f !"'r? Ya0rs lraE in ehange of the Crad 1e Roll. Mi ss pratt died at'''b €ga of B0 in 1940 in her. home at ior ll. Church Street. rn
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her" r'rirr she lef t $5 r000 to the ciru.c-h a.(., t.r:r-e ,....er.e bequests+"o the r,lJCA ancl the yldcA.

The Fratt farnillr r^ras a r..ernbe. of the Af den Kindr-ed of A.re:^ i ca ,tracins its ancestry to John Alclen. ltncfes of tliss pratt ciii,e,:the P.att Cereal Mi1' co. on the site of the pnesent A. E. Stare...Hfg' Co. t'li-ss prattrs sister was i.1r.s. Heston r. Baldwinn whose
husband founded the Baldwin Grain Cc.

l'irs. susan r,r. Hankins was born in 181g in Idheeling, then inTi =-.1 - .: -,rr5ri.rJ.d. I as Susan I,{cFadden. I,Jhen she was vounp.the.family moved
to ohio and it was there that she nar.::ied Enoch Hankins. rn 1861l{r. and Mrs. Hankins came to }Iacon County, settling on a fanm
nean Angenta. l'fn. Hankins died in 1865 and in lBgB Mns. Hankins
moved to Decatun and lived on East l.f,ritr,.rer street. she died in]904'at the age of 84.

-;f

':j 
f.. ln"o':r, 

!'ere chanter mernbers of the church. Luthe;'r;;;1""r"
''n t'ffi born ln'Bellevue, ohio, in lgr+4 and served duning the civil ,uan^ -, , r?il' ."'-''-t'ffi rn a neginent f'om that state. He came to Decatun soon after. the-r. itt'.-#' '+t'.''?:*, Han and *,ot'ked fon the Deeatur" coffin co. for 25 yeans. He uras a1+-:-s' A?rurch tnugtee. ,He died in Fneepont in the home of a son in rg20.

/L *t

;, 
";"'.rtll"u",";

& i.-;"rir{dltE{.t' rht e** }rr.Far G-- r "
rrrl{g*!f'r' B'a $s0 Elted for his long and faithful service. Mrs. Bannand::;':F,,,. ,

''oll':t** fts i dauohtpF nr Da,.L^-
:..;T.,.li-* i : 

a dau8hte. of Reuben and Diana Nims, also charten memben6.
',,P'iri-.t.t'';:'EEB BIE borvn in eL^rL---._
_"1-d"8,=: f 

eae born in sherburne, Mass., in 1870. Mn. Nims died innr_r:i:',i*u i lfft e6"hla cifc in 1901.E:,'-..F?;..' . -.r rrur.

beque st s

el

..1*$-"f'''-Ei"t" ,'*"e-8.*,.._?E*?.
:l:':,1;:,n::': *,.1 ,ilii{?i i,:ri !.:. ,i r ..i..

-,&:,r,11 'ftro; fane L. Fieke Hawkes of 262 rn/. Main stneet was bonn in
=-H_t,t' fib*jb:mc, l{aao. r and Lived in Decatrrn ?R rro--^ L^r_-_j,i:*f;_.,-,_-t "-"" I .,rrq rlveo rn Deeatur 25 yeans befone hen death

iffi;:f,,i.,i,1;'T :'-.'1'u' 
she was manried in 1B4B to David Hawkes, who

',t'';/f,!, ' '::-:.' \
'.',-'+,'r i -':."

:,.#Tl,;tEr lass'
i +,.,i.'., f:..,, '"tl ,

4",,;.,r;r1l,'i' :i:.,*.' _',
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c1 ier'l about 1Bg9 in Ilecatur. Mrs;. itawkcs l.cft a

Ilawkes I a daughter, l1rs. Clay Dempsey, jn whose

son, A. R.

home she died,

t.;:ie, Iiattie, lived at t+S2 l,\r. prair.ie
r'.d'.'r l: ! 9 , sa,,rs that Mr. Fnederick
at t.ia: t ir.e. Transfer of his

di-re ctorie s of the t ime

and lived at 6l-3 E. Condit

and a brother, the p,ev. Asa Fiske , .vJashington, D. C.

lived

Louis

'"-. - .*j q ,.... js A--,q;.. a:,,. r.: =e.*..:;.d., I.:Cfe ehaftcr. r.er:bers utLc

in lBBB at 5C9 li. ;,rater. Str.eet. Thev later mcveC to St.
and he died in I901.

H. C" Frederick and his
Avenue, and a church note of
resigned as ehunch treasuner
letten was approved in 1BgS.

Dr. J. \'J- Mitchell and his vrife, lle:ci-a, iivec at the tirne
of the church foundin5: on Kar,'an Street, ::.e: t.,,-: lrec..s west cf
l'lonnce Street. The doctor had an o:lrce in hls hcr,e. The church
letters of Dr. and Mrs. Mitche]I were transferreo uTurl7 r, 1903,
to Manchesten, La.

David M. Robbins is listed in city
as a painter with the Union fron Wonks

Stneet. He died in Springfield in 1910

l'Ins. Alta Banber rrwin was born'in Sheldon, N. y., Octoben
29r 1839' and died April 29, lBgB in her home at 366 W. Decatun
Stneet. Mrs. rnwin was mdrnied in Farmington, rlrinois, November.
10r 1857, to John rrwin and they moved to Decatur in 1860. He
died June 13, 1894. Mrs. rrwin left two daughtens, Lirliam and
Aldyth.

Anna L. schaub hras ma*ied to philip corbonn, and a tnansfen
of hen letten to Fir.st presbyterian chuneh of EI cajon, calif.,
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SECTTON III

THE FIRST CHURCH



The first neetinps of
he 1d in t he rrl-cnen ! s C'].r n r' c +

of it

_. il_ . +::r..---:,r

t he li r-st Con rre rat ional
ian Tennc t ance Un ion }ial]
:c oFednizaticn in Decernbe

Chur ch

316 N

1888

were

. l.lain

, until

t

r,Street, from the t iyr:e

the fa1l of 1890.

0n11' seven months after. the th, r.',,-se,en :cu:ce:.s
their names to a ciocument creatin;- t::e church, grcunC
chased cn the northwest corner at E1dorado and chur.ch
a ccst cf $3r+?0. This r^/as on July 6, fA3e.

In speaking of this undertaking in a later year,
Batt le s , a char.ter rnember, said:

had signed

was pur-

Streets for

rrVJith faitn in God, the head of the chunch,
Cif:icutt task of procuning the funds to ereet a

:cnet., care from the wee toddler in Sunday School
pcckets of the r"ich and the poor. AI1 seemed to

The cornenstone of the church was laid l,lay

Rev. W. C. Miller was master of ceremonies
Post, Spningfield, gave the address, and Deacon
guided the stone into place.

0n May B, 1889, in a meeting at the W. C. T. U. Halt, the
subJect of seleeting a Iot'fon the church was discussed, and it
,aB ag.eed to meet the next evening at the home of w. R. Buck_
ha'ten to decide the matter. The meeting resurted in the 

,un8ninous choice of a lot at the eorner of Nonth and Edwand
strcets. 0n r[,ay 23 0f that yean the committee on the lot re-
poftod that they had been unable to-secune the pnopenty at
Horth and Edwar,d st'eets and the rot selection was neferned to

Cc 11-op l'1

we began the

bui ldine. The

and fron the

sive willingly.

29, 1890.

, the Rev. Mr.

Reuben Nims
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tne truste,zs r..'jtl-. :rl.:er tc.t.+, ,.tt ii:,,ir" rli:.icr-eti.]n.
Cn ie]-rua:-'.. I ,, iaga,, the lui 1r:rnr eor:r:,rittele \Jr_tS .r\tthori:e,l

to prcceec cn the ere:ti:n of a part of the pronose(1 c.ii:-ch
L'r-: l r-:^- -+ r.-- Jaaur/i(s --r ' -cc: a:: ani C.^.,rch streets, with the ecstr includinr
the $3 rt+20 f c:' tre . c:, tc i:e about $13 r000. The church r,.inutes
of this date state t..a: the par"t of the buirding to be construc_
ted u;as tc .e t--.: :.c:t:. secticn, a1r except the auditorium. rt
was alsc re:.:te: ': :.1 is tir,e that $r0 r000 fon the rvork was
qa- =q* ' >- -:.: , '::1.,:ine $2 ,000 :r.onised bv the congregational
U:: i ::. .

l: :):r 1 -, :.-e ---r=:.s ic:- t:e e:.ection of the north section
cf t:::--':t::'...::^e :1.=:.:e:. anC the construetion of the audi_
tc:'i.:: se:t i::_ ';.3s ,,,::z-. !:.cul. i..as broken on Apr^i1 22.

::.",'as i:t^::ts sec:tc:.::1t t_-,e ccrnerstone was taid May
29, 189cr at a t':e :\:h.en ti.e br:ck ani stone walrs were about
16 feet hish.

In the cor"nerstcne !..'e.e :-. lacec a eopy of the Scripture, the
congregat ional yearbook f cr. rg g 

-o , the sixty-seccnd r-eport of the
Horre Hissionar'7 Societv, the rninutes of the l+6th annuar rneeting
of the congnegationar Association of ilrinois, eopies of eaeh of
the congregational pubricationso a historical statement of the
ehureh, a fuIl list of narnes of members, and copies of the
Docatur Daily Republican, Decatun Morning Review and the Monning
?ierald-Dispatch eontaining a p:rognam of the cornerstone laying.

The church, then onry the auditorium section, was dedicated
Hovembar ? 0, Igg0, with the Rev. F. W" Gun sau)-us , Chicago,
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giving the se.:i.n.

Bl, j,rnuar.,r i, lg0!, l_,"embersl_iji, in tiLt chr.rr_ch lrarj
322 and with a conDfeie re'i-sion of the ci-rrrch r-cr-i in
rnember,ship was reDorteC at Z7S.

A r--cL c.ji dnnual meeting Januany 15, 1g02, the Rev. p. L.Stnain repo.ted that he hoped soon to te1. the conpregation cfplans fo'the building.f the remainden of the ehurch at a:.
expenditure of about $15r000.

0n Febnuary 22, Ig02, the chunch trustees appnoved

r;. ,tl-i!:r -. _,
+i-!i'!,'- eE'
(1i$t! !' : r

-",'rJ! .ii'-

reached

190I,

luti-on that the ehurch building be completeri during the
and that a building eonmittee be appointed to carry out
The ccngregation appnoved. ft r^ras reported that $e,S0O
the additicn had already been pledged conditionally bv
fa:i:ies.

a Feso-

year

the Dlans.

toward

five

llembers of the building eommittee wer,e O. 
'r, 

Greene , ,-I. L.Drake, C. D. Haywand, G. R. Baeon, E. p. f rving, G. !,/. BattIes,
C. B. Ha1l, C. A. Wait anci T. T. Springen.

0n August r2, 1902, gnound was broken for the adcition with
cerenonies held on the east side of the gnounds under the shadeof the tnees with about S0 persons attending. The p.ev. ilonaeeL sBrain sras master of cerenonies, and G. iv. Battres gave the
nistorr,' of the chunch.

0f the contemplated
of the Sunday School anrl

saiC :

I'Todav we begin to

building, E. p. fnving, Superintendent
a menber of the building eommittee,

see the active neaiization of the pnayens

'{:fi, 'ti.:'



ds,:?:fi'"S r'.Tt'f ":fr itirl

%.reeWfpry-E#{€xffiBEi

and exi-,c,ct.ttilrn_ , f tl.c ,t,_tlr. r f l::.i . ct:rr:-,:) fnl_ ::,-r1.., ,,.1.,1.1:
and it is f jtt jnr -lr..rt ,,..e ;.1,.:srr l-,:l-,r_e il:r__ l...crk ol eonstr-rictionis bepun to recal l- the iast, to f crccast the future, to :.eturnthanks for the i',,'ir:e ir-.v: ience t r:at has le<1 us and to beseecha cont inuanee of such g'.lr:ance fcr tne years to come.- ttThe cost oi illl.o,.,e:.ients we begin today will be $1S,000.This arnou.it hus teen secured in pledge s. The chuneh membe.shipgives $13 ,0CC anC f :-,iends r.;ho have been solicited give $2 r000.,,' l1r. i:"r':.i s?cke of the need fon the addition fbr Sunday

SnF^^i ,,^-r-!u'J'!\ia '{cr.{ ana ilrs. ceor"ge R. Bacon r president of the Ladies
Q6a.'5+,, 

^^^!"---=--, sfoKe cn the need of the addition in tenms of the:2cl-a: -L:e -f t:e church.
Tne first spade of dirt was turned by ,J. H. Bepans.
Since t:e adcition was to include thg kitchen and social

areas, a lacie s r auxiliary to the building cor,rmittee vras named,
and the rnenbers were Mrs. G. R. Bacon, I.frs. J. H. Bevans, l,frs.E' P' Johnson, !'1rs. G. I^i. Battles, I.1rs. A. Robertson, r.1rs. T. L.Evans, l,lrs. D. L. IIixon, and I,1iss Ella Glore.

A meticul0us businessman, probably a nenbez. of the building
eomrnittee , has te ft fon us the bir-ts f or the church adclition.

rn an enve100e, vrhich fortunately has been kept these Dahyyearsr are the signed receipts for work done and supplies bought.
Ar"chiteets for the addition wene patton t i.,!i1Ier, also

architects fon I{i}likin university, with c. I,J. r,fendenhall assupenintendent. H. s. B.:.ken was the generar contractor, who diedduning the time of constnuction, on Octoben 15, 1902.
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