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and earth tones, sand. on the newly plasteled nain raI1s ard iE-'rter
chancel wa119.....
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h.--= =-l :=:=-Leai construction: Congregation orgz=1:e: !l=3
uornels vo.Je Lv+ a"-=--=

1E90. Flrst sermon in thls structicn ;=:=eL=:
on July 10th, !892,

:--: ^' 3-'i =i nai ownerl 1st Presbyterian Church ol 3eg';::, I:i1acls'

"The sanctuary nas first d-edieated i-n 18t2.....
"The sanctuary was again d.ed-icated in 1$51.....
"The sanetuary form remains essentla]-ly as it ras. The ;=rs

jo:1"g a quarter cirele around" the Chaiiqet.- 
-ttris, nhleh assis'Ls --ii3 s.Iise

:: --c3eiirerness in the congregation, is once agaln beconiag a ;c;..;a: sc'aPe

-l=: z room for Christian worship...
',The color shene ls a eombinatloh of walnut for xoo:, 3o1: for

s-;et
cn ihe

"The chaneel ls anioutgrorth
cl the life of the Reformed- Chureh and
lhere are three main pieces of furnituret
;;'-:ipit, Rtsing over the comnunion table
of attentlon. A11 lines in the sanctuary
accentuate the central high place of the

of hours of consultation =nri stuiJ
the shape of the Akron b'.r.iIdia5.

communion table, baPtisn:i aai
is a Celt'ie'1er€ss, --,ti:*e center
and the chancel are inteded to

CIOSS.. .. .t

the panphletr The Rededlcatlon
of

The Sanctuary

The First PresbYterian Church
Decatur, Illinols
Novenber 12th' 1951

Colv enclosed.k

Present oiinerls nanet First Presbyterlan Church of Decatur, I11lnois'

(See reverse sice)
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FThe cornerstone of the church +"oeay xas la=I:= ''-:-":-=er ptht

1890and.onSr:ad.aymor:ningrJulylOthrLSgzrA='F=:b'=--='::;:eachred-
the first sermoB I-n the new ehurch. It was e:=cte: z-: :!r'+ IrPed' at a

"*t of $ 851000 and. was dedicated free of debt'' ll: ";e: ;:-on" cost

ras estimated" at about $80'00 per menberlr""""
"l{ine y.*tu iater, in 1p01, james }{1ii1l=' -*''re:s1;y' a Pres-

byierian affiliated. colleg*t I.F fOunied.-- Jame.s ]r:,::=::+ a 'seg-i:er of
thls chureh who sax the need. for an institutioa oi i'=:: ::=-::ing' was

;;;-p;i;;i;"i--;";;ir"{o, to the school i*htch b:a- :js =a-ge' other memb-

ers and. friend.s d.ug d.eep into thelr poekets to hel; ei.e ::: University
a reality. It opened its d-oors for iire first e1-=:=': S:;-el'oer' 1t0J.''

Fron

",.".
"1 Hil1. Lift Up Mlne EYes"

tr'irst PresbYteriah' Chureh
Decatur, l11inois e

Centeanial Anniversar1f ''
a852 t952

CqIX- rgelQqgq.



SThe cornerstone of the ehurch tocay ras --a:::= i::::er pth'

i390 and. on Sr:aaay norrring, July 10th, L892, ]=' ?:*':'- :3:= 1r=ached

the first serr1on in the new church. It was e:=ctei 3*::!n't::Fed' at a

"*t of $ 851000 i,r.nd. nas ded.icated free of de-3*'.' lh: "';e: ::=son" cost

ras estiuated- at about $80.00 per member1r"""'r
,,Nlne t;;" iater, in 190L, iames H1ii1l:' .jr're-1--y, a Pres-

byierian rrriii"tld. eol1ege1 I": founied'. - Ja"iees I,'!]r:!*'r- a -=o-sber of
this ehureh r+ho saw the nIei, for an instltutign oi L'=':: -:a::j-tr.' was

il;p;i;;i'p"i-'u""ufactor to the school i+hleh bears ij:'-'ee' gther nenb-

ers and friend"s d.ug d.eep into their poekets to he1; E:Fi.e .;=e University
a reality, It op"i"a iis d-oors for iir" flrst e1-<3s:r i;:i--e3-cer' 1903"'

Froh !r iriil1. Llft up l{lne EYes

tr'irst FresbYteriaii' Church
Deeatur, Illinois
Centennial Anniversary " "q 
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Tr:e rr-a,,:" .li ll:,-'rci:';icti
Gi ven o_; I " . il, ii . Pennal 'i eg,:n
At the jirst service of r,lorsh'ip

In ihe Fi rst Pr"esb;rieri an Church of Decatur",
Located on the col^ner of Church and Pr"ai r': ejuly'10, .l892

illinois
Streets

How shall we come, our Father, in the proprr spir".ii'ir+-o Thy pi"esence?
iour shall we urorshjp acceoiably at Thy throne? Jave us fr:n'ingratitude;
save us from vanity" Help us to feel that Thor.l ar+* a lc,.,irg Father, both
'uo the r jch and poor" Hel p us to give our portion, r-r:etle" i t be a mj te or'
a pr,ince'ly sum, in a cheerfi.i'l g'iv'ing spirit. l,ie kncw Thou art everywhere;
no place is too dark, no place too destitute, no spot so ieep and deso'late,
but God is found there.

We feel that Thou art especially near thjs morning. l,ie see evidences
of Thy presence everywhere jn this house. I,Je know that Thou art not more
easjly found in some places than others, Sut vJe are more ready to hear and
bel'ieve under some circumstances than others, and so we come here today into
thjs temple to'look to Thee for Thy blessing. l.Je pray Thou wilt drar.r very
near to us, that we may acknowledge this great privilege. Ch, how many have
prayed earnestly for the dawn of such a Sabbath. l1or,r nranll i n thei r qu'iet
noments have prayed for a house where they couid gather with tne'ir children
and friends, and bring them to their Heavenly Father; but tney have been
called from the church mi'lftant to enter the church trjumphant. It has been
t.he priviiege of others to gather into this house of God and acknowledge Thy
goodness. May we forget for these brief moments that we are here, the cares
cf ihe store and the shop, the office and the farm; and may we worship Thee
in the beauty of holiness.

Prepare us for the servjees of the eoming week when vre shall forma'l1y
dedicate thjs church to Thy service. May it be a place where the weary heart
can find rest; and t,le pray, oh Lord, our God, as a preacher of one of the
:h;r"ches of this c'ity, sho'"^r the arm of the l-ord in this city where our homes
:': fcund. Bless each of, t.he pastors rf t-he different churches and bless us:::i.,. l,iilt thou restore the sick and bless them. hie ask it in Jesus' name:-: '-.. His sake" Amen"

C
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Yesterday Creets Tomorrow
ilflil, ,o" irrher:itors. 'I'he clay \rre are born the counsel of thousands of

vcars falls around our -.houlders.

Herre at First Presbvterian Chur:ch, u.e have inherited a liarticular:
one hundred vears ol traditionq one hurrdreil vears of a free and forthrieht
pulpit; one huntlr:ed vears of commurrity participation; one hundrecl vears
ofl fellorvship shot through and through r-ith genuine w-ar:nrth, dvnamic faith
and courageou.. htrnran colrcern: one hundred vears of Christian Education so

hearned that fe'n spots on c,rarth arc cnnrpletelv clcvoid of its cffect.

\\-ords belir: our de]rt of gratitude to our forebears of a centurv, To
rll these saittts "u'ho trorrt their Iabor-. rcst'' \re pav uneuclirrg thanks. Tmlv,
their vear-. har-e been one hundred nrountain peaks.

\\-e nol begin the secontl one l'rundred vcars. \i'-e have a church H'ith
potential just as great as our faith. It has tr rni-.sion of real magniturie in
Decatur: to be a forceful r-oicc o{ t'aith refler:tins the rtill of Gotl to rnan
here in our tow.n; to influence through jortul l'cllorrship a large segrnent of
the citv; to reach and holtl a d'r'narnic Chri.tian Education program: and to

he faithful to a trcrnendouslv significant historv, both here antl in the relornred faith.

From this pathrvav of valleys and hills, the task seern-" forever undone arrd r et forever being done.
But the voice of the years still speaks to us o'Behokl, I have set before thee an 6pe1 {oor. an{ 1o narr cap shlt
il." We take cour:age ancl press on knorving full *'ell that our best and bravest vears itre still ahearl.

-Ja-t 
)I . Logurt

Stone Church With A Heart

@rr. imposing church edifice stands in
the heart of Decatur on the corner of Church
Street and Prairie Avenue. This building
was erected at a cost of $85,000 and dedi-
cated free of debt on July L2,1892.

In 1927 the 75th Anniversary was cele.
brated and the printed record carries these
words:

"Thc t:ulnrination of this celebr.tr-
tion u.as a rcsolution passccl by the
nrorc than thrce hundr:ed urembers
present at the banquet-'1o rebuiltl
our church so that it rnav be adapted
to tl-re rrrodern net-d-. of the churcl-r.
eslrr:ciallv to rneet the needs of the
Sun,lar- Sr.hool anil r-ourrs pt.ople, and
the rr'ork in S-eneral.' 

"'

On this the Hundredth Anni-
rersarr of the First Presbyterian
Church of Decatur- Illinois, we
are of the same mintl. Plans are
norr- irr the hands o[ a building
cornrnittee calling for restoration
and adaptation of the properties
to meet the needs of the dav.

RBv. Jav M. LocaN
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"fn The Beginning ' ' '" lB52

Homr

@ru F,utt Presbvterian Chur l

of D""itot was founiletl one hun'lr'

i"ur. uno, on \lar 1' lB52' "[n th' [' '

,,i"rrirrn." four familir-s-the Ho1'kir''

it " Si"fr"t.otts' thc Leihvs' and the \l' '

fit., bunile,l togethcr to form thc initr'

;;;"r, urd o,tl"t the guidanc" tJ R,''

frol"tt H. Lill.v, representing the Pre'l ' .

i".y .f Palestine antl the Synod o{ hr'r

orru, ,t".., receivetl into the Church'

l)r-'catur" narncd aftr-'r the nat ''

hero, Stephen Decatur, lvns fl63g1ibg'1. '.'

iiu, ,irr"'as "a surall town of 600 soul' 
'

i;;t" \rere no railroads' so the settlir'-

of 
-piorr"".. 

in the to$'n \t'as acconrpli'h-
.,afier rveltling their \r'ay across 

_t.i'

1,*i.1" land. oi' Ohio, Intliana' and 1l-

nois,,, I.wo.vear-s later, though. ti"-

Ct"ua V".,ern railroad (uow the \''
hash) antl the Illinois Central ellter-

3
a

h
$,,i
r,
,:

t:

Decatur and the citys' growth was inevitable'

,fhe organization of the First presbvterian crrurc, in Decatur $'a-c accomplished mostlv through :r

efrorts of Daviil Hopkins, who onry u rtror.i";#';;i;;" uua traverecl the distance from the hourestead nr'-

Kinsston, ohio with his flarnily i' o t o"."-iro*, ,,u..iuge that bro,ght up the rear of a train of covered \]asrrr '

ilil;;;he hu't been an elcler i, the ch,rch'

Very soon, Hlder l{opkirrs set-- about interesting otlrer rnembers of the Presbyterian f aith, .rr1ro }'.,

settled here, in organizing The First.Pt"'-;";t;" "h"lh'. 
T;"';;;";"t' eager'for a church ho,re' had brti,-

their certificates of for-i, rnembership in the presbvteriar, 
"t 

or"r, u".o.. the prairie land with thern' I

Mayl,theyassembt"ai,,theresiclenceofsanluelPorversandthechurchhaditsbeginning.

Those ten charter mernbers rr-ere: David Hopkins; his wife, Catherine; his tlaughter, Lydia; an.l l

adopted daughter, x{i.. N.r", Ag"r, f"*'the Presbyt"tiu,, ch""h of congo' ohio: }Irs' Mary Leibv' i-

the Church of Circleville, Ohio; n"u"t'il"rl*' u,,d i'it *if"'"Eii';eth' froin Findlay' Ohio; N[iss Agnes )'l

cormick, from the pres'yterian church,rr-woi"riorur, virgirriu; John Nicholson, arrd his wife' Julia' fro*r P ''"

& "tck 
Church, KentuckY'

Bs
E
E

or Drc.lrun lN 1B7B

Tgs S.{Munr, Powrns

Arnrlr, Yrsw

E
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The Founders

Errz-rerrH JI.
\Irrrrrr

LSoN Jul.r.c. NrcHorso^- Rospnr S. Merrrtr
t']Ii:.ing)

lIns. lI.rnl Lrrer

Ruling Elder, recorded this staternent: o'On the follorr-ing
Reverend A. F. Pratt, serving the Church under a rnissionan-
of the General AssemblY."

Lvora Hopxrxs

JonN Nrcnor,soxN.lxcv Acrn JonN Nrcnc

(Missing)
Mrss Ar;llrs McConnnlcr

' iBnnID HopKINS, i:lected and installed as

Sabbath the Lordos Supper was administered by
appointment of the Board of Domestic Missions

Dlvro Hoprrns
First Ruling Elder

Rev. Pratt ministered in the church one year while these ardent Presbyterians worshipped in the new

brick courthouse on the southwest corner of Lincoln Square which had replaced the log one made famous by
Abraham Lincoln (now preserved in Fairview Park) .

In May, 1853, Rev. David Monfnrt succeeded Rev. Pratt, and services were held in the Masonic Hall and

the Baptist church. Before he left, 24 new members were added to the roll and the church was transferred
from the Presbytery of Palestine to the Presbytery of Sangamon.

Rev. E. W. Thayer, the next supply
pastor? served three years-1854-1857. Dur-
ing that time, the members felt an urgent
need for a "House of Worship" and in
1855, Dr. J. N. Roberts, an Elder, gave to
the church the use of a lot on the north-
east corner of East Main and State Street

-across 
the street east from where the

Millikin National Bank is now located.
At a cost of $400, a temporary building
was erected, and used until the time when
a ne\,v brick building could be completed
on the southeast corner of West Prairie
and North Church slr:eets where the new
million dollar Y.IVI.C.A. building is today.

trleanwhile, lhe congregation had in-
vited Rev. P. D. Young to supply the pul-
pit for one year, beginning May 1, 1857.

During his service, the little chuich received 16 new members and the number of
to 85. In the first month he was pastor, the session "Resolved that the Sacrament
ministered quarterly," rthich plan is in use today.

corrununicants 1\'as increased
of the Lord's Supper be ad.

Rev. J. l[. Oviatt, thr: fourt]r supJrl-v nrinister, suct:ecded Rer', \ ourtg. arttl one of his {irst activities was to

l,rrrchasr: a no\r. book in.rshich the church recor:ds'rvcre lranscr:ibetl. This book. rthich coveretl the r-ears 1852-

1883. con.qtitutes the onlv existing record of church activities tluring the time of its organization.

Springtirnc of the follorving vear hrought the completion of the first church building-''a rnost irnposing
brick stmcture for: its day." On Nlarch 6, 1859, the tot.n of Decatur rejoicetl rr-ith the lll mernbers of the
congregation a-c thev formallv dedicatcd their church.

Rospnr S. Merrrrr

C.c,rHrnr\r Hopxrrs



fi,rv. Ovlrrr, whose first year of work had been so outstanding, was unanimously elected the first regnlar

pastor l-r, Uor"t Sf, fgSS. The church continued to grow and prosper, and 36 new-members \{ere added' Among

ihu* *""" Samuel Powers and his wife, Caroline, and James Millikin and his wife, Anna. Mr' Powers n-a-i '
,-;-i""", lurdo*rr".. His brother, Orlando Powers, who joined the church later, was founder of the Pon-en
'C"""a Opera house, whe-re at one time, the church held its meetings. Millikin, of the o'Banking House of Jarnes

M;ilikir,; founded, among other things, the Millikin (National) Bank and The James Millikin University'

ury p*r "orp6yla 
by the choir to play the ,r"* *Llod"on." Two years later, Rev. Oviatt, who had done much

toward building'the church, resigned because of ill health'

For the next three years, R"o. D. C. Marquis helped organize and extend the work of the chureh' S-ith

his suggestion, the Session, in 1864, adopted the policy of tukittg up a collection each sunday, the gifts to be

distributed between benevolences and the funds required by the working church'

Rev. Marquis, who later became a professor at

McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, lvas suc'

ceeded.by Rev. Samuel Conn, who served for a year'

Though his service was short'Iived-he resignecl the

following year due to ill health-79 new members were

added to his pastorate and the outstanding event of the

time was' the baptizing of Silas E. McClelland, now

listecl as "Historian Emeritus" of the church'
Next in line for the pulpit was Rev. J. E' Moffatt,

who served for four years. During his reign as minister,

61 new members were addetl and a great interest was

developed in missions. The Sunday School educated,

and afterwards supported, a native Chinese, Shung

Sheck.
The Rev. Robert Mackenzie served the church

from 1874 until 1876 and it was during his term that
the first signs of "outgrowing" the brick church were

ed in to hear this man who was "loved and honored, not
as we11."

Tlrs Frnst Crruncrr Burlnrxc
(Comrr.rrau IN 1859)

,\uclielrces, too large for the btrick church' cr'' '
his church mernbers, but by the tortn:1" ' '

shor-n,
onlv bv

Succeecling Rcr-. Mackenzie was Rer'. \\,.. H. Prestle.r, and for thr: ne-xt 13 -Years he rsas the onlv Pa:tr r'

serve the church, His sermons are ilescrihed a-" heing tinged\rith a tort' j

sadness, at times, pertaining to prospects of gaining salvation' But reli-

ltas -.till the,,staff of life" to the nrajorit,v of the familie-" in the peric"l

pr:ior to the Gay '90,s, o'Father alrva--vs returned thanks at the tahlL. ...

,robodv started to eat until that rvas finishetl, Surrr]av rl'as Sundar-. \rr I

uPon r.are occasion. a church service $,as misse,cl, a fot:rlr of 1lI'aver -'.1 '

u,as held in the horne."

The strength upon which tlre fountlations of lhe ]-ir-qt Prcs]rr t.

church lr.erc laid u.as eviderrt. The cit-v of Decatur nou' boa-sted of rr'.,

25,000 people, industrv harl tahen its hold and three r:ailroatls passetl tiir''

the Citr. Anrl n-hile Decatur had more than tripled its population ol - '

the Pre-sbyterian Church hatl multiplie{ bV rnore thal a hunclrerl irr 1r''rr

ship, 'oln the beginning, there were ten-nou' there lvere 1100'"

'under Rev. Prestle-y's guidance, the church continued lo grtir.

prosper. A rnission" knotvn as the o'college Strect cha,el," was ors'1:

to serye the north part of the city.

Priol to this time therc is no recortl of a chur:ch l)atsonrrgr. -

Laurvra Powers Wilkin-.on gave to the church a llrick resiclence' Jo"':'
the 100 block on Srest North Street. anrl thi-. is believecl to be the lirst t: '

It was later soltl trntl a new 1tanse ltas erccted, a1833 \\r. Norlh Street'

rlanse in use todav, located at 4,25 W. North Street, tl'as Irtrrgha'erl irr I'

I)r, Prestlev, after scrving longt--r: than ar-ry ltrcvious Paslor. r, ' -'
in N|av,1889.

1l.id!I$&;?*!',ufr'B*t-F-tr:'ry - t

Loc C.LSIN-FIRST CouRT Housu IN DECATL'R
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@rnun ro the pulpit came Rev. \flilliam Hitt Penhalle-
gon, whose pastorate continued uninterruptedly for 24 years.
In the first year of his mirristry, serrrices were held in the
Powers Grand Opera house until a nerr and adequate building
could be erected. The need for the present-day.. church had
been realized and was being fulfilled.

The eornerstone of the church today u'as laid on October
9, 1890 and on Sunday morning, July 10, 1892, Dr. Fenhallegon
preached the first sermon in the new church. It was erected,
and equipped at a cost of $85,000 and was dedicated free of debt.
The "per,person" cost was estimated at about $80 per member.

The building committee for the structure included Dr.
W. A. Barnes, S. S. Jack, W. T. Wells, C. G. Powers, T. T. Roberts, Attorney C. A. Ewing and Rev. Penhallegon.

Nine years later, in 1901, James Millikin University, a Presbyterian affiliated college, was founded. James
Miltikin, a member of this church who saw the need for an institution of higher learning, was the principal
benefactor to the school which bears his name. Other members and friends of the Presbyterian church dug deep
into their pockets to help make the university a reality. It opened its doors for the first classes in September,
I 903.' The first foreign missionary to be fully supported by the church was sponsored in 1908. Dr. Ralph G.
Mills, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Nlills, who grew up in Decatur and was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church, was that missionary. \[rhile a stuclent at the lJniversity of lllinois, he became interested in medical mis-
sionary work,

Answering a eall as a medical missionary to Korea, he and his wife left San Francisco in 1908. fle was
stationed at Kang Kai at first, and later transferred to Seoul, where he worked on the staff of the Severance
Hospital, and filled the chairs of Bacteriology and Pathology in the college. He carried on research in the bac-
teriology field and did much to combat Oriental diseases.

In 1918, at his request, the Board of Foreign Missions released him to accept a position as head of the
Department of Pathology in the Peking, China, Union Medical College of the Rockefeller Foundation. He re-
mained there until returning to the United States in 1929. Back in his hometown, Dr. Mills was in private
praetice until his death in October, 1944.

'Io further the work of the church during this time, another mission, called the Westminster Chapel, had
been established on the corner of West Macon and South Haworth streets. Its membership grew until it was
necessary to erect a new building. The College Street Chapel continued to serve the Presbyterian families in the

north end of town until 1913" when it u-as solcl to the
Seventh Day Adventists for S4,000-rvith the right to
r:etain all rnu-"ical instrunrents, the song books. ancl
the coal in the basement,

'I'hr: Vestminster: Chapel l.as forrnerl into a

church in 1908 u.ith 67 char:ter: rnernbers. Corrtirrrrirrg
its glon'th, Westrninster Church "rrroverl" into the
first unit of its ne.w builtling at \\-est llain and Park
Place in 1917.

After the resignation of Dr. Pcnhallegon in
1913, Rev. C, E. Jenne)., u{ro carlle to Det.atur lrorn
the Grace Presbl'lglian Church of St. Louis. Jr,:rarnc
the pastor. A big adrancernent in thurch uork. par-
ticularl.t in the urission field rtas madt- rlurin:J this
tirne,

Encourageltent anrl fitrancirrl :uppoli \\ as

given to a urissionan- rninister in Pekinc. China-
the nrissionarr rrai Johrr R. L'r-ons. Jrrother of Elcler:
Elrner \L Lvons. He and his rrile and children re-
rnained in China 1'or eiqht rears irefore returnirrs
home.

\\-orltl \\-ar I took Rer-, Jerrnev into urtr:ea.
tlutv as a chaplain in the I.. S, .\nnr and tluring his

Canor,rxn Pownns S.utuEr Po'rr rns

J,rrrns \Inrrrrr
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Cosru\rss Tvprcer- or rrrg Glv 90's En'r TPoroa lor Centenn'ial Pageant)

Rnv. D' C. M'rnqurs
1863-1866

absence,Rev.V.S.Danrloserveilaspastor'Thechurchileclicatedaservit-efl.:
honor of 61 mernb""-Jc,*f'"a enlisteJ in the armed forces'

Afterthearmistice,Rev.Jenneyreturnedtoactivt-:se,rviceintheclrrrrch..:
terminatetl t'it aoti"t i"lszi' *'h"" h., '".;;;;l ".u 

to th-e First Presbyteria, Ciri':

in St. Louis. His vears of service, and that;i'il". ou'ao, showed an increase of .'".

200 member-q to the congregatlon'

Rev'EdwarclV/'Clippinger'ninth'regularpaslor'catnetotheehurch\or'::-'
L- 7g22from the u ".,-"irl,'"" 

Ehr,r.h .,' ;;;;;;.'ohio- and. to his lot fell the tr'-

directing the 75th ;il.;;, of t'e "h;"h'l;;'iti ""a of easi,g the pai, a.'1 l''''"

;;;; .;""tr"ted during the rlepression vears'

The ?Sth atrniversars of th^c tounding of the Firsr Plesbvterian Chur' lr

celcbratecl ltay I' 
''"lra"i' 

Ot' 9' 
e, ;"'"1t" th-"-:"lY surviving former l)ait(1-'

Iiveretl the annive1suii;;,r';' D''-sll..t E' M"cl"llu"d g1'" ^ 
historical revierr ":

church rvhich t""t ;i:t";*t"a u"d it used much [.r reference'

Dr.x{cClellancl,clearroftheEltlerstoda.v,hasa...":"i"..recortlof42reat..,.
.rernhcr of the s".lii'Jrr'1W;;";;1. h;;;-;;;*1tetl--him.fro,r co,tinuing i, '

rr.ork irr 1938. hc,uu'J"i"".".t to ihe,,".';;;; ir Rta", Enreritu... At the presellt

he al_.o is terme. ii.ior,iu, E,rerit.s J';ir" ;t;."n. I, atl.ition to his ,reclir';'l'

ilr.i.", Dr' \'lcClclland estab'

Rer. J. E. Ilorrrrr
l1'l(r9 -'1873

Rr,r. \f . El. Pnr'strr:v
I til() 18By

it.""d himself as one of the

"1"i" 
t"ua"rs of the citY in

hoth br.i"ess and education'

i"t"n "troittnan 
of the Board

.'i- 6it"",ots of the Millikin

N-ational Bank, and a member

.f tfr" Boartl of Trustees of

\Iillikin I-Iniversitr-'

Featrucrl in the atrni-

versitt'v ohsetvance' t'hich had

as its'motto o'(lld enough to

have trchievcd rrtuch I l'ounli

enough to attelrlpt greatell

tlrirrus l'or ()t'rl"'\1 4: i1 l)a$-

r.ltrl- re,'clrlit'lt' irttrl lrittttltttl'
Cnrr;r. I'lrs,.roNlnv-Tgr Jonri Lr ors F r'



Dn. R.Lr,p:r G. Mrr,r,s
Korean Missionary

4,r". CtT"rINGER $,orked har,l. in the vears preceding the depression.
to bring about the building of an addition to the chur:ch, Finallr. in 1928.
the conpletion of the project-adding a l)er{- s'r-rnnasiurn and an all-purpose
room above it-u.as effected.

\\/ith his resignation frorrr the pulpit in 1936. Rer'. Clippinger retired
from the rtrinistrv and a ferr. vears later rras rnade Pastor Erneritus ol the
church, In the first nine years of his ministrv. the church had contirruecl to
grorv in strength. Though there had been a slight drop inrmediatelv folloll'-
ing tbe excitement of World $lar I, the lean vears of 1931 and 1933 aflected
the church seriouslv. Cutbacks rgerc rnade in all
phases of the budgert.

S-ith onlr- a glirnrner of light as ro rhe
firrancial future of the nation. Rev, Elrner E. F'reecl
r:esponded to the call of the First Presbvterian
Church antl was in-qtalled as pastor in Septerrrber,
1936.

Rsr. F. H. Pe rurlLrcor
1889*,1913

Ruv. C. E, Jrsrn'
t9l3-192 2

Three years after the arrival of Rev. Freed,
]Iiss Edna M. Bunn, organist, retired. She had served for nearly 47 yeara, and first
began playing for the church in the fall of 1892. Five years later, she "interrupted"
her service for a two-year period to study under Harry Rowe Shelley in New york.
Upon her retirement in 1939, the Session made her Organist Erneritus and presented
her with a key to the church organ.

The financial condition of the church had yet to reach its low tide; the road
back to prosperity was to be.a rocky one, but after the first two years the church showed
a gradual recovery.

In 1939, the present manse was purchased. This new home of the Freeds was
soon to be a meeting place where both young and old spent many huppy hours.

At this time some changes were made in the official groups of the church. The
rotation system affecting elders was adopted. The Women's Federation organized with
Mrs. Carl Dick, Sr., as its first president. fts purpose was to unify the work of all the
women's organizations.

As the nation prospered, so did the church. The Endowment Fund was in-
creased $4,000 and soon each family in the eongregation received the ofiicial magazine
of the ehurch, o'The Presbyterian."

Yast improvements in the chureh were planned and repairs on the church build.
ing, eosting SI8.000 were made.

When the Protestant Churches of America set up the Restoration Fund for re-
building churches irr war-torn countries, rehabilitating churches in this country, etc.,
the assignerJ quota for thc First Preshyterian Church r.r.as $11..000 . , . Ihc lorrgregatiol ovcr.-s1|scriberl t|e total
Lv 5350 rr.hich intlicatcrl that prosperitv was again ou its rr.ay.

\\'r,;s'r rrrrsltn (l u rpnr,

During \\'orld \\-ar lI,
135 members of the church
served their countrr in the
trmred florces.

In 1918 a nerr curricu-
lum lor Presbvterian Sun-
dar- schools t as adopted
antl brought inrproved
eclucational ideas to the
church. Beautifullr illus.
trated textbooks rtere userl
rtith a lrresentation to the
students 'rrithin their in.
terest antl comprehension.Cortrcn -stnnEl Crr r.r,r.r-



For The Future
The church dreams, lays out plans, works

hard, then dreams again--a never ending pro-
cess looking forward to accomplishments in
structure and spirit; in public relations and

prayer; for youth, children and adults. It is a
people's church where laymen function in the
reformed tradition toward strong features of
fellowship and faith.

Long Range
Planning
Boartl

Church
Stafr

Volunteet
Workets

Junior High
Vestminster
Committee

Senior High
Planning
Committee

Women's
Federation
Boartl
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Celebrattng The Past-Working For The Future
Toclay's york in First Church i-s characterized by plans antl achievenrents. ,{ long range plan }ras be,:tr

built by colrnittees and boartls to encorilpass obiectives of grorvth for the vears u'hich lie itnrnediateh-:rh.a'l.

The four rrrail arcas of advance planning are (1) Faith and Life (2) Sten'ardship (3't Fellorvship and tlr Pu]''

lic Relatiols. The lr.ork of r:hurch groups antl cornmittees ar..e assigned bv the various official boards in keel,in:

*.ith rheir natural functiols. \\/e look for*.ar{ to lilling 1,000 irnportant position," in the life of thc churcl.r r'ith
lav leadership. .{lreailv ohjectives of the plan are bt:ing accomplished ancl charted as finisherl' Thus. in th''

rniclst of continual -qt1th, pointing to the years ahead the following accornplishrnent-q are alreadv cvident. .\

church, justlv proud 6f i1-r past, r:lear-" the rt av ,ro that tomorrorv rvill be thankful for totla'r..

WORK IN PRO(]ESS

T,TINIS]'RT
1. A Regular llinistrv from the pulpit rr-ith a steatlilv grorr-ing congregation.

2. A serr.ice in baptisur, conrrnunion. ne\r mernhership, rnarriage, special seasonal observances alttl .,'r'r'
ices for the bereavetl.

lJ. Seve. days a neek counseling. vi-sitation, shepherding through.42 neighborhoods, friendl-v assistan' -
to the needy ancl a church open each da1- for private devotions.

(IHRISTIAN EDUCATION
1. A cornplete Sultlay Church-school rvith cltrsses for all.persons of all ages rvith a stalT of 51 tcachtr.

and leaders under contract. Thc faith trnil life curriculum-the best known,

2. A W'estlrinster Fellorvship prograrn for vouth shou-ing prornise of retrl devotion antl servictl'

3. Boy scouts antl cub scouts.

4. Yacation bible -"chool.

5. Summer Lramps ancl conferences, leader:-.hip training, l-otlth budget and gvnr prograru.

.THE },IINI-STRY OF III]SIC
1. Fivc choirs under fine leadershil'.
2. Inspiring organ nursic at all -'ervit:cs'

3, Thursclat noon organ devotions.

GROUP LIFE
l. An active l-orlrerr's f etlerati orr u ith nine circ'les'

2. Kimterians for voung nrarrietl l\'ortrerl'

]. B1-siness and Profcssional l'ornen's cluh'
4. \\iorrren's guilrl.
5. A \Ien's cluh ernPlor-ins tht- el.err lnall plan--Jarn Ses-qions,

6. Fun antl f rolic.

PT]BLIC RELATI(]NS
1. A *-eeklr flr-er to a rnailing of t00{).

2. ,A lighted torr-et: -ir tllesi:l le j rt cverv d arlr night'

c HRISTI AI\r OI_iTRE,{CH
Supuort to national rnissions, foreign nlissiorls,
NniLnul Cr,urrcil oI C]hurches' D.c,itr.. Church

Christian etlucation, pension-s, Artrerictrn Biblc Societr. t1 '
Council" the lllinois Church Council and to local chariti, '

f)irr:ct ory and Brochurc
Rober:t I{arlan

Rescorch Contntittec
tr[iss NIar. Bolancl
}'liss Jennv \Vclls

Sun.day D htner Arru.n.gent ent s

\Irs. H. I). Greider
\Irs, Carl Dick

,lrloisor Ex-Officio

Rev. Jay \'I. Loearr

Historiun Etneritus
Dr. Silas n'IcClelland

Financt:

C. C. Nliller

700th Anni,u er sar v C el ebr a,tion, C omnt ittee
J

GENERAL CHAIRNTAN

JacK Porrsns
llusit,

Horvarrl lI. Akers

Pugcant
]rlr-.. Roher:t Harlan. Diret'tor
Herbert Jovs
l{r:s. Haroltl Dill
l'[rs. X{arv \iincent
E. B. Penirallegon
Carl Su'ar:tz
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"Forgettirrg rhose thirtgs lnhi<:h are he-hind,

trnd reuching lorth unto tlrcse things rchich

te bef,:re, I press totttoril the mark lor the

prize ol the high cuLling of Goil, in Cfuist
Jesrrs,"

PhiliPPirms ii:13'11

*

1l
\

n


