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'WOMEN VOTERS TO HEAR
| REPORT ON PROJECT

1 Decatur League of Women
will meet Monday at 9:30
ToOm

in = the all-purpose

Study 'of the Budgetary Pro

Public School System.”

BRRDRNCSYS

YMCA. The Educational Committee !
will inform the general membership |¢

of the results of the local pro%

and Tax Snmtme of the Disatur

Voters
a. m.
of the

C

‘iA(
ures | ¢

|
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* Women Voters Compare School Operatlons Costs

} By Barbara Hill
Of The Herald and Review Staff

Decatur School District 61 com-
pares favorably in cost of operation
with 20 other districts of about the
same size in nine states, according
to statistics gathered in a survey by
the League of Women Voters.

The League survey began in 1953
as a routine study of the budgetary
procedures and tax structure of
the school system, undertaken by
the committee on local projects.

The conclusion reached from this
general study was:

“That' the budgetary procedures
of the Decatur public schools sys-
tem are modern and well suited to
the need. The tax structure appears
to be a fair allocation of monies
coming from a comparatively even
distribution of the tax load.”

During the course of its study the
question of the merits of the special
charter distriet, under which Deca-
tur schools now operate, as ()])poscd
to the Communlty unit dlstnct W ds‘
brought up by a group of citizens.
The league, therefore, included in |
its survey a study of the special
charter district in relation to the
community unit district.

It's conclusions, voiced at last
month’s hearings on the special
charter before County Supt. of
Schools Robert Ernest, were as fol-
lows:

“That having uniform school sys-
tems in the state would facilitate the
work of the state Department of
Public Instruction, and that the com-
munity unit district is definitely an
advantage for rural areas where con-
sohdatlon lightens the burden of
the taxpayer. But, for a district the
size of No. 61, the merits of the
special charter as regards annexa-
tion and detachment, buying of
property and lack of involvement in

Total Assessed Valuation

No. of Students

Real, Personal Property Tax Revenue
Total Revenue

School Tax Rate

No. Tax-Supported Schools

No. of Teachers

Amt, of Bonded Indebtedness
Cost of Instruction

Cost of Maintenance

Total Operating Costs

Teachers’ Salaries
Administrative Salaries

Assessed Valuation per student
Assessed Valuation per building
Cost of Instruction per student
Cost of Maintenance per student
Cost per student from property tax
Total Cost per student

Avg. Maintenance Cost per Bldg.
Bonded Indebtedness per studcnt

Decatur 20-Town Average
$186,658,154.00 $114,070,483.80
11,681 10,945.25
2,479,441.48 2,050,722.23
3,512,537.66

chasing of school sites. (Under
1.40 2.23084 commumtv unit law a referendum
~ 25 24.35|is requued before the purchase of
405.5 420.4 |any school site, unless a previous
2,783,000.00 2,161,359.40| referendum has given the school
5 412.091.83 &’099,152_95 board the right to purchase sites
’.153’70% 08 149.634.44 W ithout reiercndum )
A Ty g ey In most of the other districts an-
3,261,729.3 2’//0’407'435110xati0n disputes are settled in the
2,080,882.91 1*‘(304’742'261courts, or directly by the sate. In
130,109.32 117,144.36 |only one state is the county in-
15,979.63 10,904.39 | volved. [
7,466,326.16 5,137,048.11| In all but one of the states, the
206.49 187.46 | number of members on the board of
13.15 14.18 elducatlon is freouldted by the state tg
the extent of setting minimum an
21236 ’])?(_)%j maximum numbers.
27023 ) “)3'8“ The general statistics, which show
6,148.12 6,645.06 | Decatur’s school system in a hwhly
238.25 202.59| favorable light, are as follows.

1,260,605.16

cial charter.

From the latter, the following in-
formation was obtained:

In none of the other districts is a
referendum required for the pur-

League representatives 'also pointed

out that the number of pieces of
school legislation passed at each ses-
sion of the Legislature indicated
that considerable experimentation is
currently going on with Illinois
school law and that Decatur will
be better off if not experimented on.

In its survey, which it has now

|written up in chart form, the League

committee contacted the departments
of public instruction of nine states
in the Middle West and its fringes
and asked that the departments for-
ward a group of questions to two or
three systems in the state with pop-
ulations of from 70,000 to 100,000.
Choice of the districts ‘was left
entirely up to the departments of
public instruction. Those which lat-
er submitted answers to the League’s
questions were as follows:

Madison, Wis,
Racine, Wis.

general school laws outweigh the

ddvanm%s of the commumtv umu

district.”
Inl

testimony at the hearing,

Lansing, Mich.
Jackson, Mich.
Kalamazoo, Mich.
'lUpel\\ Kan.
Altoona, Pa.
deusbulg, Pa.

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
St. Joseph, Mo.
Springfield, Mo.
Cedar Rapids, la.
Davenport, Ia.
Sioux City, la.
Muncie, Ind.
Hammond, Ind.
Terre Haute, Ind.
Covington, Ky.
Springfield, O.
Lakewood, O.

In its report the committee was |
careful to point out that in this case
to

the figures may be slightly off
some extent.

Despite careful wording of the
questions, there may have been some |

misunderstandings resulting in fig

ures which do not show qulte the

same thing from all districts.
The committee feels,

however,
that the statistics collected are exten-
sive enough to get a good average for

The figures are for the 1952-53
school year—since those were the
Jatest available at the time the League
bcgdn its qucstlunmg‘

students—average cost per student

\dude grades 1-12 only, since the
Lnaouc did not know whether the

ten, special education and adult cdu—
cation.

per $100 assessed valuation, Decatur
-|was among the lowest of all the dis-|
tricts. Only one of the 20 had a
lower rate.

The 1953-54 tax rate in the De-
catur schools is $1.54. With the fi-
nancing of the $7 millions bond is-

comparison and the drawing of gen- | sues to bc taken care of, the 1954-55

eral conclusions.

rate will be about 51.60—3t11] low-

Most of the statistics. requested |€T than many of the out-of-state dis-

were for purposes of general com-

parison. A few were almed spec111—

| tricts even if they have had no cor-|
responding raise in rate during the |

cally toward giving the League in-|Ppastyear. .

formation for its stand on the spe-

Members of thc local projects|

committee 'wh

Figures involving the number of

of various phascs of operation—in-||

systems queried offered kindergar-|

In its 1952-53 tax rate of $1.40|

for the League

Mis. Robert Le
Mzis. Haskall G}
Mis. Hanley B
Mrs. Lowell
Mis. Gerald G
Mis. C. F. G
Mis. Perley
Mzs. R, E. H
Mzs. Clifford
Mrs. John Dg
Mrs. John D
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Illinois, Saturday, April 3, 1954.

ue Made
[ ]
)rreCtlon County Board of School Trustees.
The League of Women Voters

; t comludes }rom the state school code
rus ees that ‘‘representation on the board
iwould not be fair to the Decatur
d1<mu since it has over half the
county’s po])uldll(m but would have
\onl' one of seven members on the
1bo.ml X

Mrs. Donovan said both the
| League's mlup[ct ation of the school
u)dc and the opinion expressed by
assistant are supported 1)\

assistant said the state school codcl
provides that the proposed Decatur|
community unit district could be
represented by four members on the

e

me of Women Voters|
1y they did not make |
tion”’  regarding the
d of School Trustees re-
he Review Wednesday. .
s story concerned the!
a of the proposed De-|
nity school district on
Board of School Trust-|
y referred repeatedly to|
tion sheet pn(p.n(d by | (l(lmltc interpretation of this
£ Women Voters.’ wcumn of the code will never be
gue of Women Voters pnwl)\(‘ until it is tested in a court|
epare the information case,” Mrs. l;‘onm(?n said. ° 111(19
lohn Donovan, l(‘}\’\lg‘-ll(‘ at this time in the state of
id. “The League is not| i Mlinois, pmlmb]v as many practices
any of its statements in | (of npuannn under dn\ Jlaw as there
jon because we do not .11(‘<\p1mun~ about it.

An effort to get Ernest’s opinion
on this question brought a report

|Ernest’s
cw.\l SOUTCES. |

GET OUT THE VOTE TAGS PREPARED

Members of the League of the bond issue referendum elec-  Mrs.
Women Voters put- strings tion Tuesday. They will be tied
through tags they will distribute  to- the children’s. coat buttons : | :
| to the public schools this week. Monday by their teachers, Work- (Herald and Review Photo) Association. It was in
| The tags urge parents to vote in = ing on the tags, left to right, are: tended— .ansh a summary for!
i e use by Pl A groups in (rmxldmm" tral.”’
the referendum scheduled for ‘\pr\"

14.

The basis for the erroneous te
port in the Wednesday Review was
a statement by an assistant in the |
office of Macon® County Supt. of|
Schools Robert B. Ernest. This|
statement was attributed to “10ca[‘!
school officials” because it was be-|
lieved to be Ernest’s opinion, Lester |
Grant, superintendent of Decatur,|
schools, did not make the ‘correc- |
tion statement,” though he was
quoted as saying,

' our statements are in-

H. A. Olendorf, Mrs.

Frank Schroeder and Mrs. Rich- [mation sheet referred toifrom his assistant that Ernest pre-

ied by the Decatur Par-|ferred to quote directly from the
“since his positmn in

ard Wood.
school code
lthe forthcoming referendum is neu-

This means the proposed DLL(\tLlr‘
community unit district, which |
would lie in portions of four differ-
ent congressional to\\'mhips could |
be 1cprcscnted by four members on\
the county board. |
ALD Seven community unit scliool |
districts in Macon County, not

i’ counting Decatur, include territories
S\

lying in two or more congressional
townships and have the opvortunity
to elect as many ICPL‘CbCHtLl[i\‘E\ to

1
i the board.
|

“I am not anxious |
to perpetuate an error.” ‘
County Superintendent E rno\t s

Only the Lakeview Community
Unit lies wholly within the bound-
ary of a single township, which al-
so includes portions of the Argenta,

: g ‘ Cerro Gordo and Mt. Zion unit|
for election of the| R ‘
‘ districts. \

I}

(COFRtY §l Board of School Trustees Tl S S ) v

Nl bed I'he League’s information sheet

N £n incorrectly stated in sev- = nrrcul\ o ‘
correctly states: ,

1 u
@l PUDITic meetings recently.
? “The Loumv Board of Trustee

-0call school oih(la]s said yester- 1
thell orror R ik il which will be set up after July 1|
willen i “‘“ e q' ‘ will be made up of seven elected |

4 n o -

B et prepared by th ‘ members from the nine school dis-
quef prel ; |tricts in Macon® County. No schocl
QUeRht Women Voters.

el .. \dlsmct may have more than one of

H_eague is anxious to m: tlle SEven mcmbcrs
W% tion on all its pamphlets| ‘
> pamphlets C Ll
ongressional townships are com-

MBI acts about community umt ‘ 2 p

'posed of 36 sections of land and

{ listricts and the Decatur spu ! i g
the boundaries do mnot coincide |
| fter district.

> : either with political townshi y
fll ounty board is a. relatively | o POt B r}sl P, O
’ 3 P school district boundaries, - local

ernmental body which will oty Ry :
SR SC oftici: c ester-

or the duties of the old bd SRR Put i yee

> school trustees on July 1 ey : : :
I The Decatur special charter’ dis-

state school code ])T(?\ldLS i ) . ;

{ tricty-issJocafed mainly .in the De-
‘n members shall be elected - : : J
| " No catur congressional township, 16N,

' in the county. No more 5 2 ) : SR
| 1 2 ; Range 2E. Portions of the district|
member may be a r651dcnt [ s 5 X N
| lies in three othér townships, 17N,
ne connlcaslom] tm\nshxu R 2E: 16N R S
Lo ange 2E; 16N, Range 1E; and|

16N, Range 3E.

Residents of the Decatur district
now have no part in electing trus-
tees to the county board because the
county board has no power over a|
spu:ml charter district.

In the event Decatur voters ap-
prove the formation of a commu-
nity unit district in the April 14
referendum, however, the city’s
5(_1100]5 will be governed by the]
countv board dnd Decatur 1esldents‘
will vote in future elections of its
membms \

Lester Grant, supcrmtendent of
| Decatur schools, said yesterday he
|has repeated these Facts maorrectlw
in public statements in presentmfv\
the League’s report to local organ- |
1zat10ns

el am not anxious to perpetuate‘
an error,” he said yesterday after he |
discovered the mistake.

=
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The League of Women Voters
board of directors yesterday reaf-
firmed its belief that a council-man-
ager form of city government is
preferable to the commission form
of government,

Msrs. John Donovan, League pres-
ident, announced the League’s posi-
tion on the city manager type of
government following a board meet-
ing yesterday afternoon.

The League completed a study of

the council-manager government in
February, 1953. At that time the
League stated publicly its belief that

Voter League Reaffirms
Stand for City Manager

the manager type of municipal gov-
ernment would be a definite im-
provement over the commission
form.

Mrs. Donovan said the League
will cooperate with other groups
and individual citizens of Decatur
to undertake local action aimed to-
ward adoption of a city manager
here.

“The League directors feel that
now is an opportune time for city-
wide work to begin if Decatur citi-
zens wish to hold a referendum on
the proposal before the 1955 city

election,” she said.

Decatur Women Join mnRédppo'rii'onmeni‘ Drive

Three Decatur women, right
to left, Mrs. John Donovan,
Mrs. H. W. Gibson and Mrs.
Avyrlie Morris, far left, are shown
with a RBockford woman, Mrs.

James Holland, at a meeting of
the League of Women Voters in
Springfield last week. Leaders of
the group met to plan their cam-

paign for the adoption of the

Blue Ballot  Reapportionment
Amendment at the Nov, 2 gen-
eral election.
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Vote to Be Called
On City Manager

Petitions to Go Into
Circulation Next Week |

By John R. Harpster F
Of The Herald Staff ‘

Petitions calling for a referendum |
on the council - manager form of
government for Decatur will be cir-
culated here beginning next week.

The decision was made last night
at an organizational meeting of the!
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government.”’

The meeting, initiated by the As- |
sociation of Commerce and League |
of Women Voters, was attended by
about 20 representatives of various
Decatur organizations.

Harold Pogue, A of C president
who is serving as temporary chair- |
man of the group, said an estimated
2,500 signatures will be needed if |
the referendum is to be called. |

The Junior Association of Com-
merce has volunteered to prepare |
and circulate petitions and ngid‘
Behnke has been named chairman |
of the project. :

Behnke said work on the peti- |
tions will start today, with circula- |
tion beginning as soon as possible}
next week. |

Behnke and Graham Bradley, |
Jaycee president, said they will aim |\
for 3,000 signatures by July 15.

Walter Morey, attorney for the
A. E. Staley Mfg. Company, is as-
sisting the Jaycees in preparation of |
the petitions. ;

A change to the council—manager}
form of government would not af-
fect the present city council.

But at - the city primary next
March 1 and the general election |
April 19 voters would choose six |
councilmen and a mayor instead of |
the present four councilmen and a
mH_\ or.

Then, the council would choose
a city manager to administer or-
dinances and policies made by the
council.

The city manager would appoint
his own department heads; replac-
ing the present system under which
each councilman™ heads a city de-
partment.

If unsatisfactory, the manager can
be fired by the council without no-
tice.

If the Jaycees gather their peti-
tions by July 15 it could still be
as late as the middle of December
before the referendum is held.

Once gathered, the petitions |
would be filed with the county |
court. J

The county judge then would |
order a hearing in not less than 10 |
days nor more than 30 days.

If, after the hearing, the peti-
tions were found valid, the judge
would instruct the city council to
call the referendum in not less than
30 nor more than 120 days.

If council - manager government |
is to go in effect here next spring, |
when a .new administration takes |
over the city government, the refer-
endum must be held in advance of
the city primary and general elec-
tion, Pogue said.

The Illinois council-manager law,
passed in 1951 for cities with less
than 500,000 population, provides
that the new form of government
cannot go into operation until the
expiration of the current term of the
incumbent mayor,

Pogue and others taking part in
last night’s meeting stressed that the"
move to change Decatur’s form of |
government is not meant as a criti-
cism of the present administration.

“We feel a good job has been
done with the type of government |p,rent Teacher

Association 3

we have and this is rnerely an at_’NE.dward Lindsay, editor, Lindsay-Schaub
3 ! Newspapers 3

tempt to 1mprove the forrn of gOV-! Daisy M. Uphouse, Busines and Profes-
o aid ‘Sional Women’s Club

ernment, Ogue said., Mrs. Dorothy Morris, League of Women

i 1 ; | Voters
A SUbCOMI&ee WS appomted b\ | _ Mis, Clifford Smith, League of Women

PO ue to Iecommend a ermanent | Voters
g : P |  Mis. William R. Winn, League of Wo-
chairman for the organization. {men Voters
Its members are: Mrs. John Donovan, League of Women
Harold Osgood, chairman

| Voters hepr
Don Robinson, Kiwanis Club
Mrs. Donovan
James E. Key

Only the Association of Commerce,
(the Junior Chamber of Commerce
Walter Morey
Graham Bradley.

|and the League of Women’s Voters
have endorsed the council-manager

The subcommittee will meet |form of government,

Monday night and another meeting

of the full committee will be heldg

as soon as it decides on a permanent |

chairman. |
Attending last night’s meeting

were:

|
|

AD 2—48 !/

Robert Stroyeck, AFL United Auto
Workers

Edgar H. Allen, A of C

Charles Riley, president, Labor’s League
for Political Education

Galen E. Shafer, A of C

Harold M. Osgood, A of C

Walter Morey, Rotary Club

J. E. Key, AFL Auto Workers ;

F. M. Lindsay, president, Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers

Graham Bradley, Junior Chamber of

Commerce

David Behnke, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce :

Tom Palmer, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce

O. W. Diehl, A of C

Mis, G. D, Cox

Mrs. Robert E. Lewis £
Mrs. Adam Wakeman, Decatur Council, |

/
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FOURTEEN PAGES TODAY.
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Council-Manager Plan

Petitions Start
In Next Week

A group organized last night as
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government’’ decided to
put referendum petitions in circula-
tion next week.

About 20 residents launched the
move to give Decatur council-man-
ager government in the meeting
initiated by the Association of Com-
merce and the League of Women
Voters. -

Harold Pogue, A of C presilent,
was named temporary chairman, He
said some 2,500 signatures will be,
needed to bring the issue to a vote.

Decatur Jaycees volunteered to pre-
pare and circulate petitions and put
David Behnke in charge of the job.|
He said preparation of petitions!
would  start today for circulation as!
soon as possible.

Walter Morey, attorney for the
A. E. Staley Mfg. Company, will
draft the petition.

* The group stressed that the move
for 2 city manager isn’t meant as a
criticism of the present city admin-|
istration.

“We feel a good job has been|
done with the type of government!
we have,” Pogue said. ‘““This is|
merely an attempt to improve the]
form. of government.”’

A subcommittee was appointed by
Pogue to recommend a permanent
chairman for the organization.

Its members are:

, Harold Osgood, chairman

Mrs. John Donovan

James E. Key

Walter Morey

Graham Bradley.

. The subcommittee will meet||

Monday. night and another meeting
of the full committee will be held
as soon as it decides on a permanent
chairman,

Attending last night’s meeting
were;

Robert Stroyeck, AFL United Auto
‘Workers
. Edgar H. Allen, A of C
Charles Riley, president, Labor’s League
for Political Education
Galen E. Shafer, A of C
Harold M. Osgood, A of C
*7 Walter Morey, Rotary Club
] % E..Key, AFL Auto Workers
S Lindsay, president, Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers
Graham Bradley, Junior Chamber of!
Commerce
. David Behnke, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce
Tom Palmer, Junior Chamber of Com-
merce
O. W, Diehl, A of C
Mrs, G. D. Cox
Mrs. Robert E. Lewis
. Adam Wakeman, Decatur Council,
Parent-Teacher Association
Edward Lindsay, editor, Lindsay-Schaub
Newspapers
Daisy M Uphaus, Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Club
13, Dorothy Morris, League of Women
Voters | |
_ Mrs, Clifford Smith, League of Women |
Voters |
Mrs. William R. Winn, League of Wo-
men “Voters
.. Mrs. John Donovan, League of Women
Voters

Mrs. John J. Donovan, presi-
dent of the League of Women
Voters, was the first citizen to
sign the petition for a referendum
on council-manager city govern-
ment this noon. Looking on is

- Vote Asked in Decatur |

s

Davrd Behnke, chairman of the
Jaycees committee to circulate the
petitions. Mrs. Donovan is also a
leader. in the newly-organized
“Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government’’ group. ?

’ Council-Manager
Petitions Go Out

Signatures Sought
To Insure Validity

Petitions calling for a referendum
to adopt a council-manager form of
city government were put in circula-
tion this noon. i

David Behnke, chairman of the
Jaycee committee to gather some 2,-
500 petition signatures, said the
drive will reach full-scale propor-
| tions tomorrow.
|- Five hundred petitions with space
for 25 mnames each were delivered
by the printer this ‘ morning. As
many signers as possible will be
sought to insure validity of the: pe-
tition.

The petitions were ready for noon
meetings of the Rotary and Lions
Clubs today, and Behnke said Jay-
cees will distribute the blank forms
to plants as rapidly as possible. :

Behnke said officers of the League
|of Women Voters are planning eith-
er a downtown petition campaign
jor a house-tothouse canvass. The
Jaycees will have petition booth
downtown Saturday, probably in
Central Park.

The  blanks are available at the
Association of Commerce office in
the Decatur Club Building, both for
signers and-persons wishing to gath-
er signatures.

Behnke said July 3 has been set
as the target date for completion of
the petition drive. w
| A “Friends of the Council-Man-
|
|

ager Form of Government” group,

organized in a meeting initiated by
the A of C and the League of Wo- |
men Voters late last week, is push-i
ing the move to give Decatur a vote |
on having a city manager. . |

The petition asks. County Judge |
Gus T. Greanias to order a vote
on the question, ““Shall the City of
Decatur adopt the managerial form
of municipal government?’’

If the petition is found valid in
a court hearing, the court will or-
der the city Council to call a refer-
endum in 30 to 120 days.

Committee Meets Tonight
To Consider Chairman

A five-member subcommittee nam-
ed to recommend a permanent chair-
man for the Friends of the Coun-
cil-Manager” Form of Government
group will meet at 7:;30 p.m. to-
day in the Association of Commerce |
office, Chairman Harold Osgood '
said. ;

Members of the subcommittee, ap-
pointed by Harold Pogue, temporary
chairman, are:

Mrs. John Donovan

James E. Kay

‘Walter Morey

!

. Graham Bradley.

i



June 2/, 1457

Clty Managel
Vote Petitions
Distributed

The campaign for a referendum
on council-manager city government
‘shifted into high gear today as peti-l
tions went out to plants, clubs and
scores of residents.

David Behnke of the Jaycee peti-|
tion committee said 180 sheets with
space for 4,500 signatures were
|mailed to Jaycee members last mght
‘and plans for a petition booth in
|Central Park Saturday are going
‘ahead.

Mrs. John J. Donovan, pre51dent
of the League of Women Voters,
said the League would mail petitions
to its members today and ask them
to gather signatures in their neigh-
borhoods.

Petitions were circulated at meet-
ings of the Rotary and Lions Clubs
yesterday noon, and Behnke said 60
signatures were obtained with no re-
‘fusals right after the blanks were
l received from the printers.

He couldn’t estimate the number
of names gathered so far, with ho
reports in yet.

Goal of the drive is a2 minimum
2,500 valid signatures, but petition
blanks have been provided for 12,-
500 names and backers will' push
for as many signatures as possible
to assure success.

All petitions are to be in by July
3, after which they will be
|examined, bound and filed in Coun-
ty Court for a hearing. If the court
finds the petition valid, the City
Council will be ordered to call a re-
ferendum in 30 to 120 days.

The campaign is sparked by the
|Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government, a group or-
ganized last week under sponsorship
of the Association of Commerce and
the League of Women Voters.
| Petitions are available for either
signature or circulation at the A of|
C office in the Decatur Club Build- \
ing, headquarters for the campaign. ‘

A subcommittee to choose a
permanent chairman of the council-
manager committee opened talks last
night.  Subcommittee ~ Chairman
Harold Osgood said the permanent
chairman to take over from Tempor-
ary Chairman Harold Pogue, A of
C president, hadn’t yet been named
 today.

June 22,

Editor Lindsay Speaks to

Eighteen women representing lo-
| cal League of Women Voters organ-
izations from Springtield, Cham-
paign-Urbana, Alton-Wood River,
Danvyille, Lincoln and Decatur yes-
.terday attended a regional meeting
in the home of Mrs, ]ohn Donovan,
Decatur League president.

Edward E. Lindsay, editor of the
Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers, was
guest speaker for the morning ses-
sion.

Lindsay characterized the League
as a unique organization with great
strength in helping people make-po-
litical decisions but said he felt the
League was less effective in the ac-
tion area.

He indicated, however, that per-
haps this is as it should be and that
direct action should be left to the
political parties.

Lindsay recommended that to be
most effective the League should
have members from all precincts and
take its action on the precinct level.

He pointed éut that the present
{crisis in our national government is
}due in part to the fact that neither

Ay g4
' Women Voters
Present League’s
Organization

The League. of Women Voters |
will have an informal meeting for

prospective members Tuesday a

(455

Political- Action Nadisd. ids

Voter League

\'
party stands for a particular govern- |

mental - philosophy. He ptedxcted{
more difficult times ahead and sug- ’
gested that the League might be ac-
tive in clarifying party label, at all
levels of government.

The home town is the place to|
cure political ills, Lindsay conclud-
ed.

Discussions during the meeting
were led by two members of the
League state board. They were Ms.
Ellis. Harris, Chicago, ‘membership
chairman, and Mrs. Ermick Mec-
Dowell, Lake Bluff, finance chair-
man.

Miss- Roberta McGowan ‘of the
state officer staff also was present
at the meeting.

The meenno closed with a resume
of League histoty by Mrs. Richard
Murphy of Champaign-Urbana.

Mrs. Murphy concluded that the
discussion of politics within the fam-
ily circle is one of the most vital
things in our life and that we must
not let our governmental offices get
into bad situations because ‘- “‘we
didn’t know.”

ST I, 1954

Mrs. John Donovan, president,

Five League mem%ers will glv
information concerning the organi-
zation. They are:

| Ms. Floyd Birt, “Purpose and !

‘\Ihston of the League of Women |

| Voters'’;

tithe Leagué";

9:30 Ay, in the home of Mrsi Mis. Neal Doubleday,,.. Policies

G. R#@ohn, 777 S. Monroe St.

and Action”’;

|
|
\
[
|
|
|

|

Mrs. Ayrlie Morris, ‘‘Program of‘

o

\Vomen anterested in the organiza- Ms. George Kuhns, * ﬁjanc &
tion*@are asked to .call Mris. Perlev I\Irs Fred Schudel; &Publma i
Lupton, membershxp chairman or! tion.’
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‘Women’s Influence Is Surprising

German Visitor Credits
Tin Cans, Ready-mix
By Barbara Hill
Of The Review Staff

| Surprise that women in America
{have so much economic influence
while, at the same time, there are
few women in high public office
was expressed this morning by Miss
Irmgard Muehlhaus, German wo-
man visiting here as the guest of the
League of Women Voters.

| “Our economic minister told me
(of the great influence of American
1\vomen,” Miss Muehlhaus said,
“and I was astonished to find that
there are more women in public of-
fice in my own country than here.”

Miss Muehlhaus, who is district
women'’s secretary of a consumers
cooperative in her home town of
Bocholt, arrived in Decatur last
night and this morning began her
tour of the city with Mrs. Perley T.
Lupton and Mrs. John Donovan of
the League.

They took her first to the Macon
County Building, where she visited
the jail and the county and city of-
fices.

During her stay here she also is
scheduled to see the public library,
the YWCA, Girl Scout Little
House, special education rooms at
Washington- School, the Farm Bu-
reau and any other local industries
or institutions in which she is inter-
ested.

Miss Muehlhaus already has visit-
ed many of the country’s largest
cities and has been amazed by the
stores and the variety of goods sold.

She credits the tin can and the
packaged mix with giving American
women much of the free time they
use in extending their economic in-
fluence.

Sheriff David M. Peters shows
Miss Irmgard  Muehlhaus of
Bocholt, Germany, how a tear gas
gun operates. Mrs. Perley T, Lup-

ton, left, and Mrs. John Dono-
van, League of Women Voters
members who this morning  es-
corted Miss Muehlhaus on a tour

of the County Building, look on.
German police have. tear gas guns
mostly in the trouble areas near
the Iron Curtain and in Berlin,

Among the other wonders of the
U.S.A. Miss Muehlhaus lists the
free public libraries and museums,
In Germany, she says, such institu-
tions are not admission free,

The tremendous number of new
one-family houses. being built here
amazed the German woman. In her

|

anxious as the American family to
have its own home.

Middlewestern farms have, with
their acres and acres of flat fields,
astounded Miss Muehlhaus, who is
used to the small, cut up fields of
Germany.

While she is in Decatur Miss

country, she explains, new housing [ Muehlhaus particularly hopes to
is in the form of multiple dwelling |visit a number of women’s organi-

units and each family is not so|zations. Although she has been sur-

prised and pleased with the number
of social organizations, her particu-
lar interest is in groups that are ac-
tive politically, socially or economi-
cally.

She will leave Decatur June 8 to
continue her tour in the Fast.

Miss Muchlhaus is traveling in |
this country under the guidance of
the American Council on Educa-
tion, Washington, D. C,




Many in Decatur
Don’t Understand Plan
By John DeBoice
Of The Review Staff

Residents carrying petitions for a
council-manager referendum are be-
ing asked a lot of interesting ques-
tions, but report signatures are €asy
to get with few refusals and interest
in the issue is geneml.

Mrs. Oliver R. Etheridge of 635
S Seicel- St. chalked un an_early
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City-Manager Petitions Bring QgeStioﬁs'

that the petition is just getting it
to a vote.”” Nearly all sign.

Mirs. John J. Donovan, League
president, said questions asked peti-
tion carriers show ‘‘some people just
don’t know anything about it.

“The men understand more than
the women,” Mrs. Donovan said.

|““Some women are just a complete

blank.”

One woman wanted to know if a
woman could be city manager. An-
other wanted to know if the mana-
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and his two counselors and
ids of the Relief Society and
esthoods run the welfare pro-

: is the level where the per-
ontact is. Because a ward may
: 600 or 700 persons, the bish-
assisted by “block teachers”
7 male over 15—who are as-
six families to call on at least
month, X |
amount of money can buy
the products in the welfare
1. If you need it, it’s yours.

egular $10.95 Values
Men'’s Nylon
vesh Oxfords

LUTHER S. ROEHM

City Manager
Leaders Listed

Decatur. Edwin G. Allen,

_will head the committee,

plan has been set for Aug.

ias. The advisory committee

in city government.

Here are members of the ad-
visory committee charged with di-
recting 2 move for the council-
manager form of government in

man of the Friends of the Coun-
cil-Manager Form of Government,

making a study of the proposal.
A public hearing on a petition
calling for a referendum on the

fore County Judge Gus T. Grean-

as a steering body for the various
interests working for the change

J. R. HOLT

chair-

now

9 be-

SErves




Mzs. Fred Schudel, left, who
is publications chairman for the
‘League of Women Voters, dis-

Prospective Members
Hear President and Chairmen

The prograrﬁ of the Leagu; of
Women Voters was explained. to
prospective and new members yes-
terday in the home of Mrs. G. R.
Cohn, 777 S. Monroe St.

President Mrs. John Donovan re-
called how the National League was
formed in February of 1920 follow-
ing the enactment of the 19th
amendment to the Constitution of
the United States giving women the
power to votc,

The purpose; she stated, was to
educate the new women voters and
to work for needed legislation. The
continuing political goal . of the
League, she pointed out has been:

“To let the people know,

“To make people care,

“To help the people act.” ‘

A non-partisan group, the League |
js. open to all women -of the c:om-‘l
munity.

Mrs. Ayrlie Morris explained the
program’ of the League.

The women do not try to cover
the civic water front, she said, but
select a few important issues at a
time. - Government  principles are
supported by the organization as a
whole which give authority tor

| adoption of locul, state and national

current agendas.

cusses
group

the organization of the

program of the League was ex-
with  Mrs. James W.  plained to prospective -members
Carroll, a- new member. The™ at a meeting yesterday,

Women Voters Tell Group’s Work

The local League has given sus-
tained attention and study to the
City Couneil manager plan which
is now under consideration for
Decatur. s R g e

On the state level, the group
works for basic constitutional ve-
vision. measures such as the reappor- |
tionment amendment, Mrs. Morris
explained to the new women.

World trade and relationship be-
tween individual liberty and public
interest head the national program.

For next year, the local League
plans: A study of local welfare and
continued consideration and action
where approved by membership of
school  financial problems and
organization, yesterday’s speakers |
said.

Also on the program were: Mrs.
Floyd Birt, Mrs. Neal Doubleday,
Mrs. George Kuhns and Mrs. Fred
Schudel.
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Campaign Fori

Blue Ballot
Starts Today

A committee to promote adoptiun
of the reapportionment amendment
will begin its campaign today.

The group, known as the Illi-
nois Committee for Constitutional
Revision, is secking a favorable
public response at the Nov. 2 elec-
tion for the amendment, which
comes out on a blue form. It would
make representation in the state
legislature dependent upon popula-
tion. The issue is opposed by those
who fear such representation would
give the Chicago area too much voice
in state government.

E. E- Penhallegon, co-chairman
of the committee, with Mrs. H. W.
Gibson, both of Decatur, and Mis. |
W. C. Morse, Mattoon, are seeking |
to arouse public interest in the|
issue.

A speaker’s bureau has been or-
ganized, and a schedule will soon |
be announced of talks to be given |
before civic groups. A series of pro—j
grams that will be intensified to-
ward the .end of September and
through October has also been
worked out, Penhallegon said last
night. A movie depicting the ad-
vantages of population representa-
tion has been acquired by the com-
mittee and will also be available to
interested groups.

The committee began its cam-
paign at the state fair, where it set
up a booth. Material was handed
out, and the film was exhibited |
twice. Penhallegon said the League |
of Women Voters and Junior Asso-l
ciation of Commerce were also step-
ping up their programs in support
of the proposed amendment.

Beginning tomorrow registered
voters of Macon County will begin
to receive information on the amend-
ment through the mail, according
_ to regulation. The information is|
strictly objective and does not pur-
port to take a stand one way or the
other. It will take a few. days to
get all the 58,000 envelopes de-

livered, County Clerk Laurence
{

|

Tangney has expiained. ‘

September 1, /459

"Friends of Council-
Campaign With Le

Thé Friends of the - Council-
Manager Form of Government or-
ganization is starting its educational
{program with letters to the 2,700
| signers of petitions for the council-
manager referendum.

|
’ Chairman Luther Roehm of the
| public information committee said
“the letters  include question = and
answer sheets and a request thatl
signers authorize public use of their |
names as supporters of the change|
In city government.
i Later, Roehm said, the group
|plans a genera] circulation of in-|
Iformation by mail." The present
|mailing is hoped to stimulate fur-
\ther questions and answers for the
more general program.

Roehm said the greatest problem
that supporters of the council-man-

Manager Begin
tters to 2,700

knowledge of most people on that
form of government.

He said the Friends group wants
to build up as large a public informa-
tion program as possible so that
there will be an informed vote in
the referendum.

The referendum date has not yet
been set by the City Council, but
present indications are that it will
be in mid-October or later.

Petition signers also are being“
asked to use the information they
receive in enlisting support from
thejr friends and neighbors. w

They will receive a general state- |
ment about the council - manager|
form of government prepared by the
League of Women Voters, and two
question and answer sheets, one in
an_sAssociation of Commerce news-

\
i
!
|

ager government face is the lack of

L}riter and the other prepared by the
F

riends organization.
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League Dinner
Tickets Ready

Tickets will go on sale next Tues-
day at Stauber’s for the League of
\Women Voters ‘‘blue ballot”’ infor-
mation dinner, to be Sept. 16 in
the Decatur Club.

Reservations are $2.50, which
represents the cost of the dinner
alone. The dinner is being spon-
sored as a mnon-profit, community
service by the League, which is

beFTem ber J‘/}/:, Sy

BLUE BALLOT DINNER
Tickets Available Through Wednes-
day For Meeting

Tickets to the dinner meeting
Thursday on the blue ballot reap-
portionment amendment may be ob-
tainéd through Wednesday evening.

League of Women Voters repre-
sentatives yesterday said that interest
in the blue ballot debate is high.

Samuel W. Witwer, chairmap of
the Illinois Committee for Consti-
tutional Revision, will speak on be-
half of the amendment and State
Rep. Paul Powell, Vienna, Demo-
cratic minority leader in the House,
will oppose it.

Tickets are available from:

Mrs. H. W. Gibson
| E. England Penhallegon
| Mis. F. A. MacKay

Mrs. Perley T. Lupton

backing state congressional reappor- i Mzs. J. W. Hurley
tionment. . ! — —
Two speakers, termed by the
League “the state’s most competent”
will talk on the pros and cons of
the reapportionment amendment
which will appear on the blue bal-
lot at the November election.
Samuel W. Witwer, of Riverside,
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Revision, will |
speak in favor of the amendment. | Sg. Tem berv [L l¢ 3y 5
State Rep. Paul Powell, of Vien- (? !
na, will speak against reapportion- e A i
. |densely populated Cook County area Blue Ba"ot
a majority in"the House bu}: retain g p
the downstate majority in the Sen- D T ht
inner Tonig

ment, .
The amendment would give thel
Two men who are among the top
leaders in movements both for and
|against the blue ballot reapportion-
|ment amendment will discuss the
proposal at a dinner meeting here!

tonight.
| They are: Samuel’ W. Witwer,
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Revision, in favor
of the amendment, and State Rep.
|Paul W. Powell, one of the most
outspoken legislative leaders against

1t.

Approximately 125 reservations
have been made for the meeting,
‘ which the League of Women Voters
is sponsoring in the Decatur Club

‘ ballroom beginning at 6:30 p. m.

League officials say that this is
apparently the only such meeting
planned to bring together such|
spokesmen as Witwer and Powell.

Witwer, a Chicago attorney, head-
ed the committee in the successful
campaign for the Gateway amend-
ment to the constitution in 1950
and has continued to be active in
supporting changes under Gateway
provisions.

Powell, a Democrat from the 51st
District and minority leader of the
House, has been active in organiz-
ing opposition to the amendment
among Democratic legislators.
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Opponents in Blue Ballot Debate Charge Scare »
Tactics Being Used in Campaign on Proposal

Witwer, Powell Heard
By 125 at Dinner

By Don W. Roberts
Of The Herald Staff

Opponents in a debate on the
merits of the blue ballot reappor-
tionment amendment last night
charged that scare tactics were
being used in the campaign on the
proposal.

Rep. Paul Powell of Vienna said
2 warning of court action forcing
election of legislators at large if the
amendment fails “is a scare to try
to force the reapportionment plan,
in my opinion.”

Goy. William G. Stratton voiced
this warning at a meeting in
Springfield =~ Wednesday  night.
Powell opposes the amendment.

Powell said he is not opposed to
reapportionment, but only to a plan
which gives control of one house to
one county. Both Cook County and
Downstate should propose changes
which make changes in' their own
areas.

Samuel W. Witwer of Riverside,
chairman of the Illinois Committee
for Constitutional Reapportionment,
placed the scare label on the con-
tention of opponents that the reap- |
portionment plan would rob. Down-
state residents of a portion of the

League of Women Voters, who
sponsored the meeting, presided.

the ameﬁdment, and Attorney
Samuel W. Witwer, right, favors
the proposal. Mrs. John J. Dono-

van, center, chairman of the

Opposing forces size each other
up prior to last nights debate on
the blue ballot reapportionment.

Rep. Paul Powell, left, opposes (Herald and Review Photo) ‘

revenue they NOW receive.

“The distribution of public
money is governed by the Legisla-
ture. Bills must be passed by both
houses. I resent the inference that |
Downstate senators will sell you out, "
and Downstate would have perma- |
nent control of the Senate.”

Powell said court action to force
reapportionment has  been tried
before. “There has been no suc-
cessful action to date. I don’t know
why after 53 years we should be-
come so alarmed.”” Witwer had
mentioned the governor’s statement.

Gov. Stratton told a group of
newspaper editors and publishers
that if such legal action were
brought, courts would have to order
statewide elections, which would
give control of both houses to Cook
County.

Answering a question, Powell
said he will not be bound by the
Democratic = state * platform, which
supports reapportionment, charging
it was adopted in the Cook County
convention this week with “a stack-
ed deck.” “They didn't try to bring
it up in the Springfield conven- |
tion,” he said. i

Witwer, who spoke first, said |
one of the greatest challenges to|
freedom is on the local level, and |
that where the constitution recog- |
nizes the votes of equal Ccitizens |
shall be of equal weight, there are |
shocking disparities in representa-
tion.

i ;Trhcrlrl/z million Downstate citi-

zens who have the same legislative
Tepresentation as another half-mil-
lion citizens have become third
elass citizens.

Witwer said the amendment is 2
“fair, realistic compromise’” on the
basis of the facts of political life,
not giving Cook County control of |
both houses, assuring Cook County
of a ‘“fairer shake” in the legisla-
ture and assuring Downstate control
of the Senate.

Downstate could not lose Senate |
eontrol except through another con-
stitutional amendment, Witwer
pointed out.

He said those who argue the
amendment will give Cook County
control of the Legislature know the
argument is “falicious, and never-
theless they try to steer us toward
sectional bias and animosity.”

“By and far, over the years, sub- |
urban Cook County has sided far |

more frequently with Downstatei‘

than Chicago colleagues,” he said. |

Powell countered that from his 20
years experience in the Legislature
that Cook County members jump
‘through the hoop with no excep-

tions on important legislation when |

the whip is cracked.

He said that if the amendment is
adopted, Cook County would, never
give up control of the House, re-
gardless of future population
changes.

‘i Powell defended his stand against
|the amendment against what he said
were charges of being “selfish and
| un-American.”’

% “If T am selfish, then why did I
\vote for adoption of the resolution
‘putting the amendment on the No-

ed out that he said at the time he
would oppose adoption of the
amendment because he did not be-
lieve in the type of the proposal.
Witwer had said most of the op-
position to the proposal has come
from Downstate legislators of both

\them are necessarily selfish or cyni-
| cal

! Powell. charged that most news-|!

| papers are not giving both sides of
|the controversy and questioned
where the money is coming from
for the campaign, for the proposal.

Witwer said “what little money”
there is comes from both Chicago
and Downstate supporters, and that
many of 77. organizations backing
the amendment are distributing lit-
erature.

Powell mentioned cocktail par-
ties among the functions sponsoring
support of the reapportionment
move, and Witwer said he hopes

colleagues were “‘as bone dry as our
meetings.”’

The League of Women Voters
sponsored the meeting, attended by
labout 125 persons in the Decatur
Club ballroom.

vember ballot,”” he asked. He point-|

parties, though he said not all of|,

certain meetings of Powell and his|
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"_'A(“.'ity Manager
Is Zonta Topic

Zonta Club will have dinner
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the De-
catur Club, Three' representatives
from the League of Women 'voters
‘will talk on the “Council Manager
Form of City Government.” Speak-
|ers will be Mrs. Clifford E. Smith,
Mrs. Gerald Cox and Mrs. John

Donovan. *

SeplTember 24 , 454

League of Women Voters Answer
Zonta Questions on City Manager

By Mildred Sutherd
Of The Herald Staff

Why should Decatur voters favor
a Council-manager form of govern-
ment? Because Decatur is in a
period of expansion which brings
many problems and needs the most
efficient type of government. And

‘| because ‘eminent men with experi-

ence do consider it the best form of
government found thus far.

This was the opinion expressed
by three representatives of the
League of Women Voters for Zonta
Club, women executives, last night
in the Decatur Club.

Mis. John Donovan, Mrs. Ger-
ald Cox and Mrs. Clifford E. Smith
gave the program with Mrs. Dono-
van asking questions such as the
average man on the street might ask.
Mrs. Cox and Mrs. Smith gave the
answers which have been arrived at
from studies made by the League
since 1951.

The next question answered was,
“Why Change Now?” The League
members pointed to the election
coming up next April. The change
must be made now or wait another
four years. ;

They stressed a number of ad-
vantages of the four-member coun-
cil and mayor who would make the
city policies and the city manager
who would act as administrator over

the present form of government:

Elected council members would
think in terms of my city, not my
department.

With a manager who has over-
sight of all departments, there is
one big government not five small
ones. (Meaning the five present de-
partments) .

There is better representation of
the people since there are elections
every two years instead of four.

Since the city manager does all
of the employing, there would not
be any patronage system.

Experience shows that councils
are often made up of a combination
of business, labor and women at-
tracting high caliber persons since
the work is only part time.

In answer to the question, are
trained city managers available?
Mrs. Donovan said several large
universities are giving graduate
courses in the work, and there are
many large cities employing assistant
managers. Both make a field for a
city the size of Decatur to choose
from.

In conclusion, Mrs. Smith said
it was not their idea to oversell the
idea, but merely to study all angles
and present them to groups. A very
small percentage of towns adopting
the Council-manager form of gov-
ernment have reverted to their orig-
inal type, the women said.
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Q. LY

range program tor

J -

e s SE.
I

state

fare Séms&ﬁﬁowv

=
welfare
funds-that includes budgeting fortive committees in
research or do you consider :JLQEE in more detail the full back-|the = Lincoln State
immediate needs of the department m?c:; of the problem.
the only legitimate items for welw

ithis further in land 8 I heartily ravor a long-range;

the proper _nmﬂf._u.,

order fo dis-
School
Colony all of my life. Changes in
personnel do not occur on a
“wholesale basis.”” By far most
personnel are on a career basis;
many have served under four or
more administrations. The real
problem is funds. Additional reve-
nues are needed. I urge all inter-
ested parties to push for more reve-
nue and T will support such an
effort.

welfare program. I have lived near |that
and | search.

?_‘OM_....:: LTEFEs (UG 7 ¥ ST SESREE R N S IR E o
includes budgeting ‘or re-|concern to strike -at the :cause of
1 believe that 'necessary|anyWelfare question.

funds must be H:ci%& to in-
crease: the standard , of living of
many people who are dependent
upon this type om aid, wﬁmniﬁ_w
our aged fathers fnd mothers who
are now receiving only a bare sub-
stance.

| US|

7. What changes do you suggest
in the merit system that would pro-
ct .the So_mwamﬁ%ﬁmﬂ.}ﬁn:n-Io_ﬁ
he wholesale changes in person-
nel that seem to occur periodically?

7. Not being an incumbent, 1
| would have. to conduct a more de-
f::mm study of the problem before
recommending changes. Asg an ar-
dent backer of the merit system, I
fee! all loopholes in the system

7.1 am i fayor of @ strict Qi_‘ 1 have not studied this matter
service or meérit systenf wherever it | sul Ficiently to form an irrevocable
can be justifjed in groviding the fpinibp. My impression of the ad-
best technickl and' @S?m&o:m_ ministration  of 1948 was that
services where needed, but I am “wholesale changes’ did not take
not in favor of ?ommn::m: under

place,
the cloak of heivil service large

| 4 | have jurisdiction,

County Clerk Candidates Answer

League’s Questions

1. If given the opportunity,
what improvements would you
recommend to the General Assem-
bly with regard to permanent reg-
istration of voters?

LE:E be E:mmmm to permit great-
er efficiency in government, and
in this case the welfare depart-

groups of political job holders who
have been ormay be frozen under

8. Since the current welfare|
budget is not adequate to maintain
even past levels in welfare services,

ment mwmc:.mnu:%.

this system merely because of their
political affiliations.

8. Again, not being an incum-
ibent, 1 insist that this problem

*

740:5 need further study from

where would you suggest cutting? | within the government before any

e

9. In view of the present consti- |

tutional and statutory ?o?&:o:mﬂ A
against treason on both the state|subversives if properly mm::imﬁoj
and federal levels, do you vm:o/i
that any further anti-subversive

legislation would be needed?

man could intelligently recom-
mend ?:in,:r: cuts. However,
from years of experience in gov-
ernment, I know theére’s always
excess weight in the twrong places|,
in any budget. That's always the
Eucn to vomi trimming.

9. Our anti-subversive laws have
been a model for other states to
foilow. We are never so good that
I would not oppose|we can be blind to improvement
but we need no major radical leg-
judgment. 1 have
against the

9, Existing laws should be suf-|
,:QG: to handle the problem of
ed. However,
la bill that expressly outlawed the
ﬂ,ﬂoEE::mmn party if it were intelli-|islation in my
ently written and so designed as consistently voted
ot to conflict with effective Hmm?-,wnoﬁmm Bills.

lation now in existence. #

League’s Questions

8. 1 would not suggest cutting| 8. An investigation into possi-
anywhere. As 1 stated before, we|ble causes would be necessary to
must provide ample funds to carry|say if cutting is necessary OT if a
on this humanitarian work under|more efficient method of using ex-
the Department of Welfare in aisting funds would be satisfactory.
manner and on a level commen-
surate with our Christian faith and
ideals that we are. our brother’s
keeper and it is for the strong to
bear the burdens of the weak.

\'l\'\'\‘,\l\l\ll\

9. It is my opinion that no fur-i J9. A strengthening of anti-sub-
ther legislation is necessarye vergve legislation geared to pres-
ent and future problems is neces-
sary retaining, however, rights of
freedom-loving people that guaran-
tee that no person may be convict-
ed of any crime until and unless
his guilt is established by compe-
tent ?oom beyond a reasonable

doubt.

County Treasurer Candidates Answer

Henry B. Curry

1. Yes. By appointment of a

John W. Alsup

1. Yes. One full time person or

1. Do you believe that one per-
<on can adequately serve a county
%M size of 7mnﬁo: \095&\ as no::;E, the county treasurer to do the
county collector wz}s&% of supervisor of mmmmmmsm.:ﬁm
f 1f|could do the work of tax equaliza-

r:o:. The county treasurer would
supervise this as :Hm: as perform
his other duties of treasurer and

collector.

department, if necessary, wm&mamm

ty treasurer,
as Supervisor of assessments.
not, what changes would you rec-

ommend?

such as is now done, to
assessment  problems. This
¢ out by the fact that Macon
as had a multiplier of one
past three years, Macon
County has had Smsv_n assessors
well »\BE:E& .i:.r _.m.m_ estate
values and conscientious in assess-
msm ?%EQ on an equitable basis,

&.QHUEJJ
handle
is born
County h
over the

treasurer’s office could

; y ht; 2. The treasurer, under his sta-| o The 1
5. What improvements mig _ dutics, should work closel - .o closer contacts with
be brought about in the assessment E.JQ s ors to coordinate the mw Wﬂ:ﬁ% assessors and could in-

ire a|with assess - | totyns 2
" edure that would not require aj? i Ok i A L
?:r.mac_. al amendment? sessments 2:.75 aid, S hert g stigate o ti S ﬁ.:._
constitutiona (ownships: TS properties, | ougly course of instruc _%:.. pecia
?nr& at random throughout the [eff should be n..vmaa In seeing
county Were spot-checked, assess-|ghat all "¢" v:; ings rm:.m—._a-
ments might be improved, proyements on existing buildings
o lage jsced 07 assessment tolls,
B P = -

Laurence Tangney
1. I récommend that the state
pay one-half of the cost of perma-
nent registration and that registra-
tion in the precincts be abolished
entirely due to the fact that the
cost is prohibitive; The cost aver-
aged about $4 per person on last

registration day, Oct. 5, 1954.

Ralph E. Brown

1. No answer,

2. If given the opportunity,
what improvement would you rec-
ommend. to the General Assembly
with regard to the selection and
qualifications  of election judges
and clerks and hours they are re-
quired to work?

2. 1 believe that there should be
an age limit on judges and clerks
and also certain educational quali-
fications. A school of instruction

2. 1 recommend that six: judges
and three clerks of election be ap-
pointed under the same method as
the law requires now; that three

judges serve from 6 a. m. to 5:30
p. m. while voting is in progress,
then the other three judges and

every two years would be of cons
siderable help for efficiency at the
polls on election day.

three . clerks serve and count the

ballots and tally the vote.

3. If given the opportunity,
what improvements would you
recommend to the General Assem-
bly with regard to permitting the
attendance. of precinct committee-
men and candidates inside the
polls after they have been closed
to the voters?

4. Do you have any specific rec-
ommendation concerning the Elec-
tion Code?

3. I recommend that the candi-
dates and precinct committeemen
be permittec as watchers inside
the polls after they are closed for
voting; that a law be passed im-
posing a fine and jail sentence on
any person, other than judges and
clerks, who touch the ballots after
the poll is closed, and on election
judges. who do not enforce the
law.

3. No answer.

4. 1 recommend that the law
allow persons confined to a hospi-
tal or in their home by sickness or
injury to vote an absentee ballot
before a special deputy appointed
by the county clerk; and that a
physician’s certificate be required

4. T believe that locally the ex-
pense of registration can be re-
duced by the use of more modern
methods and equipment.

as proof of illness.

Sheriff Candidates Answer Questions

League’s Questions
1. What improvements would
you suggest that would enable of-
ficers to give accurate testimony at
trials held weeks after an arrest has
been made?

C. W. Peebles

1. 1 have inaugurated a plan
whereby a complete report is made
of every crime committed at the
time of the investigation by the
deputies. They then add to this re-
port the different phases of the
case as they arise. When a case is
called for trial several months later
we have a complete record of the
case to review before we are called
cn the witness stand.

A. C. Ammann

1. Employ well-qualified men
as deputies. Study all statements
and records of the defendant be-
fore he goes on trial. 1 would sug-
gest that officers answer questions
asked by the judge and attorneys
and talk loudly enough that’the
jury could hear and understand.
In all cases I would suggest co-
operation with the office of the
state’s attorney.

2. What means would you sug-
gest for cooperative efforts be-
tween the Decatur City Police De-
partment and the sheriff’s office?

2. We have complete informa-

2. Report all cases that may hap-
tion on our arrest cards from the

pen in the city to the police de-

partment and the sheriff’s office.
Both groups should cooperate and
as a law enforcing officer cooper-
ate with the different branches of

time the _prisoners are booked
showing all information about
them and also the progress made
in the case. We have always had

the federal government. I have al-|complete cooperation with the De-

ways had the cooperation of all

catur Police Department. Having
the law-enforcing officers.

worked: with the city police depart-
ment nine years, 1 feel I know
their problems and they knov
mine.
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Issues, Not Looks
The League of Women Voters

is the one organization in the
United States determined that
candidates for public office should
discuss issues.

Too many candidates would
like to slide into office on the
basis of the size of their family
their oratorical abilities, their d/ei
votion to God, mother and coun-
try, or their wavy white hair,

But the ladies insist that the
candidates stick to the issues.
By distributing questionnaires to
candidates, the league forces them
to take a stand.

Anyone who read the full page.
of questions asked by the LeaOSe
of Women Voters ~of Ma?on
County of persons running for
the state legislature and Cguntv
offices and the candidates’
answers, published in the Sunday
Herald and Review, is a better

informed voter,

The questions ranged  from
court reform to legislation con-
trolling subversives, from the
size of the county treasurer’s of-
fice to the election code.

Few of the questions went
unanswered. It is difficult for a
candidate to dodge the pertinent
kind of questions the League of
Women Voters always asks.b

Every year a greater percent-
age of the candidates answers the
questions. Sobn every candidate
may be replying to them.

Now that the League of Wom-
en Voters is getting the views of
candidates on the important’ is-
sues before the voters, perhaps it
should try to work out a way to
get candidates to perform ~ on
their promises.

Impossible? Never underesti-
mate the power of a woman!

Nov(:mbe‘v-l 1,139

Eou-\cfl-ﬁanaée;
For and Against

OVER the weekend the ques-
tion whether Decatur should adopt
the council-manager form of city
government was debated in news-
paper interviews and paid adver-
tisements, in radio and television
panel discussions, and in brief
“spot” appeals to vote for or
against the council-manager pro-
posal in Tuesday’s referendum
election.

On the eve of that election
the lines are rather well drawn.
Those who favor the change, and
those who would keep the present
commission form, have expressed
their positions in public state-
ments, in letters and in literature
circulated through the mails and
in door-to-door deliveries.

Those Decatur voters who have
not yet made up their minds and
who confess that they are “con-
fused” by the claims and coun-
ter-claims made by the opposing
sides, should stop to consider just
who is supporting either side in
the controversial discussions.

Important among the advocates
of the proposal to change to the
council-manager form are:

Mayor Robert E. Willis and
former Mayor Charles Lee, ex-
perienced and successful in city
administration under the com-
mission form.

Community leaders in all fields
of endeavor who have served
without pay on special commit-
tees to study such subjects as the
city’s water problem and the city
employe salary classifications, and
as members of non-salaried boards
and commissions.

Students of government, in-
cluding Association of Commerce
groups and the League of Wom-
en Voters.

Leaders in the opposition to
the change to the council-man-
ager form include:

Three commissioners on the
present City Council who ap-
patently are chiefly interested in
keeping their jobs and their sal-
aries.

Macon County’s Labor League
for Political Action, a minority
labor group.

The Retail Liquor Dealers As-

sociation.
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Letters ToThe Editor
Dear Sir: jbut who know the particular
Your Editorial of November Phase of the work with which they
4th, “‘City Manager?”, implies in/are hired to deal.
the manner and type of question| 2. “A man who will control our
posed, a good deal of misconcep- money?”’ The city manager will
tion about the Council - Mana-fnot have control of city money.,
ger Form of Government. The amount of revenue u pon|
1. “A manager who has possi-\Which the city will operate will,
bly never visited the city?”’ the/be determined, within the limits,
operation of cities throughout the/of law, by the Council. Council
United States is similar in form, must approve the city budgm.f
Municipal problems are the same|pass the appropriation ordinance, |
problems wherever you go. They|and will supervise the sponcling
vary only in degree according toof that money through monlhly;
the size of the city or in acute-reports submitted by the city|
ness depending on how long the manager for Council’s approval. |
problems has existed unsolved. 3. “Will control—, the police de-
There are many men available|partment, fire department?’’ Con-|
throughout the U.S., trained by trol of hiring, promoting and fir-
universities in the theory of city|ing is vested in the Board of Fire‘/
operation and who have tested/and Police Commissioners which|
those theories by practical expe- is a civil service set-up for fir‘e»‘
rience as managers or as assist- men and policemen. The mem.
ant managers. The fact that the/bers of this Board are appointed |
city manager may not know we now, and will be appointed under|
have a Transfer House before he/the Council - Manager Form of
sets eyes upon it, is not impor-'Government, by the Mayor, not |
tant. The important thing is that|the city manager. If it fails in its|
he will know the efficient and eco-|responsibilities, it will be Coun.|!
somical methods by which a city/cil’s duty to investizate it, not the|
should be run. city manager’s. 5
School Boards frequently hire 4, “Also need to hire depart-j“
superintendents who have NeVer ment superintendents —”’ Y ou r|d
ween the physical lay-out of the|statement of salaries for depart-|!
ichools they are to superintend, ment heads. I would presume, is|
it they do know the method of|intended to convince people that al$
chool  eperation because such city manager would hit Decatur|s
neration is similar wherever they like a tornado, — ousting city em»‘1
). Industrial plants hire person-|ployes over night to bring in high|!
I unacquainted with the plant|priced people. A competent man|i
‘will ease his way along, learning|C
to know the people in the oity;f
|government, the physical lay-out, s
fand the traditional wway of doing|t
things. Where he finds efficiency|I
land good operation, he will keep|
[it. It takes time and it costs mon—[}
|ey to trair new people. Where he‘;‘
|finds salaries too low for the t_\'pej
|of work turned out, he will urge|
|{improvement. Advancement in
(his chosen career depends upon a
{good showing. Chaos in city gov-
|ernment would only hurt his own|
‘standing.
! 5. ““A local leader?’”” No man or
(woman in the City of Decatur,
[trained in the theory of city oper-
{ation or who has had the practical
;experienco of managing an entire
|city @overnment, has as yet ap-
pearéd.
| 6. % man council — authority
to fisheir own salaries—" Fo-
{lowing™a. change to the Council-
(Manager, the practice in Illinois
iis for the incoming Counci}_ to
‘meer with the outgoing Council to
|set Council salaries. Since the in-
gcominjz Council, under the Coun-
|cil' = Manager Form of Govern-
jment, is a-part-time public ser\'-l

, to assume that the
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PAGE TWO

LETTERS (Continued)

(Continued from page 1)

ice position; salaries are intended |
to represent. no more than out-| -

-of-pocket money,

Our present Commissioners
have, time and again, demon-
strated themselves reasonable!
men, desirous as all people are.
of being commended ' for their
public actions. They are not ras-
cals. There is certainly no reason|
inecoming|
Council would be comprised of|
rascals. To so imply reflects on
the honesty and integrity of every |}
citizen in the city for they are all|
potential candidates. f

7. “Taxes?” We know that cur-
rent revenue is not enough for
our present Commission Form of!
Government; not because our|
Commissioners are incompetent |
men, but because the very slruc-;
ture of the Commission Form of |
Government is inefficient and ex-|
pensive. Whether improved mc!h»%
ods of operation under the cil)‘j
Mmanager will make our present|
city revenues adequate is a mool“
question. It will be proved or dis-|
proved only through trying it out.}

An increase in some form of |’
taxation, probably other than
property, will come shortly if we|
retain the Commission Form of
Government, It may not come un-|
til after our 30 year old, inade |
quate fire equipment breaks down |
during a disastrous fire, but it|
will come or we will suffer a fur-|
ther decrease in city services. |

Had Peoria citizens petitioned
their Council for removal of IhoI
added taxes, Council would have|
responded to majority opinion,
They did'not so petition and today
they are very proud of the fac
that Peoria won the 1953 national
award from the National Munici-
pa: League and Look Magazine
as the “All America City:"”

8. Responsibility for taking con-
trol of city government from the
people under: any «form of gov-
ernment, lies not with the form
of government, but With the peo-
ple themselyes. If the citizens are
indifferent or willfully ignorant of
their city govéfnment, then con-
trol will be véSted in those who
are interested.

Mrs. Virginia Gibson
160 E. Kellar Lane
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.|ager. Mrs. %Gibson said

riends, Foes of City
anager in Final Tries

Advocates and opponents of the
council-manager form of govern-
ment” got in their last Lampmgn
licks on television and radio last

. [ night.

Friends of the Council-Manager
Form of Government turned di-
rectly to Ashland, Wis. to dispute
part of an opponent’s contention
that this type of government has
failed in a “‘great many” places.

David. Beggs III had listed that
argument as one of four against
councﬂ manager government and
cited Ashland as one such city.

Walter Morey of the Friends|

group,.on a later- telecast, said he
talked by telephone to the Ash-
land city manager, who said refer-
endums to return to the commis-
sion form have been defeated every
two years since the council-man-
ager form was adopted in 1948.
More\/ quoted the manager as

[ saying the referendums were pro-

posed by “one prominent but dis-
oruntled citizen.”” Morey added
that of 1,200 cities with council-
manager government, only about
50 have abandoned it.

Beggs® other arguments were that
the council-manager government is
contrary to basic democratic prin-
ciples, ‘that it subjects a c1tv to
long list of nuisance taxes” with-

:[out referendum, and that there is

no need for the change here.

Beggs’ appearance was sponsor-
ed by the Friends of Good Gov-
ernment for Decatur.

On the Friends of the Council-
Manager program, Mrs. H. W.
Gibson asked if the opponents
contend that the Legislature is un-
democratic, if the courts do not

{know what democracy is, when

they say the proposed form of
government is undemocratic.

Beggs said the law does not es-
tablish qualifications for the man-
the law
does not set*qualifications for com-
mission couneil members, either.

Finance Commissioner Don F.
Davis, .in a radio appearance op-
posing the change, also cited pos-
sible nuisance taxes under council
manager government and said “we
wou]d do well without the e\trd
services if it means added taxes.”

Davis contended that in the ad-

3

{ministration of laws there is the
most oppmtumtv of favors and the
most injustices are done. This
power would be in the hands of

ernment, he said.

On another radio program, Rob-
ert Grohne said the commission
form attracts. to the council pro-
fessional politicians on the basis
of patronage and political in-
fluence.

On a council-manager council,
he said, a much larger group of
community - minded citizens can
serve.

Commission  councils, Grohne

said, base plans on the. four-year
period between elections. Impor-
tant problems can be shelved when
an election is too near to risk de-
cisions.
{ Davis, with Rex Cochran,
Grohne, J. M, Berutich and Mrs.
Bernice Miller, appeared on time
allotted by WSOY for a discus-
sion of both sides of the issue.

TV Panel, Ad Bring
Sharp Reactions

A television' panel discussion
and a mnewspaper advertisement
brought sharp reaction yesterday
3|from both supporters and oppo-
nents to the council- -Inanager gov-
ernment move.

Two City Council members
voiced objections to the label of
“obstructionist’” pinned on them
by Edward Lindsay, editor of
Lmdsav Schaub Newspapers, on
the Sunday panel.

Health Commissioner Cody R.
Holmes called it “one of the big-
gest lies I believe I've listened to
in this campaign,” while Street
Commissioner Lyle Kirby said he
didn’t think the term fair.

Lindsay, one of the panel mem-
bers favoring the change, said the
two commissioners, along with Fi-
nance Commissioner Don F. Da-
vis, have acted as an obstructionist
group within the Council the last
14 months.

Holmes said there have been
more improvements in the last 14
months completed than by any
other Council.

President. Harold Pogue of the
Association of Commerce took ex-
ception to remarks of Attorney
James E. Henson on the panel
and to a newspaper advertisement
placed yesterday by council-man-
ager opponents.

The advertisement, carrying the
names of Davis, Holmes and Kir-
by, listed several things amention-
ed in a recent communit§#iThanks-
giving luncheon and asked, “With
this record of dchievemént, where
is the necessity for a change in
the form of your city government?”’

Pogue said the advertisement
| was obvmuslv an attempt to’ mis-
|lead the people by a group trying
to take credit for all of Decatur’s
accomplishments in the past year.

He expressed doubt that the
commission government could take
credit for new sewers, an alert

fact that the lake didn’t go dry.

Pogue 'said in a letter to Hen-
son that “it will be a sad day for
Decatur and its people when we
no longer can count on their in-
teret and work in ' voluntary
groups.”’

Henson, an opposition mem-
ber on the Sunday night panel,

[ (had called for a restriction of the

influence of the Association of
Commerce and the newspapers in
| Decatur affairs.

;‘ “You as a spokesman for those
who would discourage this citizen
interest will have to shoulder the
responsibility for the disastrous
consequences of such a policy, if

it is followed,” Pogue wrote.

one man in Council-manager gov- 1

Association of Commerce, and the|i
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THE DECATUR .l

*“The Community Paper”

YVoters to Decide Tomorrow

Between the hours of 6 a. m.
to 5 p. m, Tuesday Decatur vot-
ers will decide whether their city
shall continue with the commis-
sion form of government or
change to the council-manager
form.

It is worth considering that the
number of cities now having
council-manager form of admin-
istration is ],200 and steadily
growmo while only 800 have
commission form and the num-
ber is decreasing.

In city after city where stu-

dents of city administration have!

thoroughly investigated the sev-
eral Lmds of government, the
council-manager type has been
acclaimed the most business-like
and progressive.

Over the week end there have
been discussions on radio and
television,
newspapers, letters to the editor,
and direct mail appeals. Out-
standing in this barrage s

advertisements  in’

the opinion of two men who
have been head of the Decatur
government, Mayor Robert E.
Willis and Former Mayor Charles
E. Lee. Both say the council-
manager type is preferable to the
present commission form.

In opposition are three city
commissioners who for one thing
have their jobs at stake; the Re-
tail Liquor Dealers Association,
and Macon County’s Labor
League for Political Action, a mi-
nority labor group.

Most impressive in this cam-
paign is that those groups like
the League of Women Voters,
who have studied city govern-
ment, those who have given their
time and ability to serve on citi-
zens committees, and those who
have investigated cities under
both forms of administration, are
recommending that the council-
manager type of government is
the kind of administration that 2
progressive, growing city like De-
catur should havc
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Decatur Residents
Decide Tomorrow on
Form of Government

Polls Open In
44 Precincts
From6to 5

Decatur voters go to the polls
tomorrow to decide: whether the
city shall change from commission
to council-manager government.

The question before yoters is:

*“Shall the City of Decatur, Illi-
nois adopt the managerial form of
municipal government?”’

A “yes” vote is for city mana-
ger, a ‘no” vote against the

change.

Election Facts
Polls will be open from, 6

a.m. to 5 p. m.

Map of precincts and list of
polling places on page 3.

Qualified Decatur residents
who have lived in Illinois a
year, Macon County 90 days,
and the same precinct 30 days,
are eligible to vote.

Registration is not required.

All taverns in the city will be
closed during voting hours.

How many will vote—and how
they will vote—is anybody’s guess.

Before the absentee voting dead-
line Saturday, 127 absentee ballots
were cast.

There were 67 absentee votes on
the public housing-daylight item
referendum, when some 14,300
ballots were .cast. There were 172
absentee votes in some 12,000
counted in the tax referendum.
There were 320 absentees when
some 23,600 voted in the 1951
city general election.

The figures show how the ratio
of absentee voting to election bal-
loting ‘varies. An average for the
three elections is about 90 votes
for each absentee ballot.

That would indicate a vote of
only around 11,400 in tomorrow’s
referendum, but observers expect
the total to be higher than that.

Pogue Says Anti-A of C
Remarks Were ‘Unfortunate’

Association of Commerce Presi-
dent Harold Pogue today made a
quick reaction to Attorney James
E. Henson's television plea for re-
striction of ‘“‘the influence of the
Association of Commerce and the
newspapers,” in Decatur affairs.

Henson’s remarks were made
yesterday in a TV discussion of a
proposed change to council-man-
ager government for Decatur.

In a letter to Henson, Pogue
said the remarks were ‘“‘unfortu-
nate.”’

“It will be a sad day for De-
catur and its people . . . when we
no longer can count on their
interest and work in voluntary
groups,” Pogue said.

“If your advice is followed, the
Decatur community will be re-
tarded in its growth and in the
development of services and im-
provements . . . You as a spokes-
man for those who would discour-
age this citizen interest, will have
to shoulder the responsibility for
the disastrous consequences of
such a policy, if it is followed.”

Pogue listed 16 accomplishments
which he said were the results of
efforts of the A of C, “often in
the face of violent opposition.”
These included Lake Decatur,
Lake Shore Drive, the airport,
sewace disposal plant and new

TV Talks Give

Pros, Cons

City Government Topic for Panel

Friends and foes of council-
manager government for Decatur
gave their views last night in a
television panel discussion.

Speaking against the change
were Finance Commissioner Don
F. Davis and Attorney James E.
Henson. Speaking for it were Ed-
ward Lindsay, editor of Lindsay-
Schaub Newspapers, and Mrs.
H. W. Gibson of the League of
Women Voters.

The program was broadcast from
station WTVP. Robert L. Shade,
station news director, was modera-
tor.

Lindsay and Mrs. Gibson
stressed the efficiency of the coun-
cil-manager form of government,
while Davis and Henson pointed

sional approach from someone es-
pecially trained in government.”

Opponentsto Change
On Television Tonight

Opponents of council-manager
government for Decatur will pre-
sent their arguments in a televi-
sion program at 7 p. m. today from
station WTVP.

Dayid Beggs, III, spokesman for
the gfoup, will be introduced by
Donald Jones, Decatur attorney.

The opposition group is organ-
ized as the Special Friends of
Good Government in Decatur.
Beggs said it is a diverse group of
local residents who have no com-
mon . interest except. opposition to
the council-manager form “at this
time.” Beggs said representatives
of labor, business and the profes-
sions are inclded. :

Beggs, a Decatur resident who
teaches school at Pana, said ‘the
TV program was arranged to al-
low the organization'to present its
reasons for urging defeat of the
council-manager  proposal  in
tomorrow’s referendum.

Page Advertisement
Brings Reaction

Leaders of the council-manager
movement today took issue with a
full-page  advertisement placed by
Commissioners Cody Holmes, Don
Davis and Lyle Kirby under the
headline “You cannot argue with
success.”’

Listing things mentioned in the
community. Thanksgiving lunch-
eon | st week, the ad ‘asks, “With
this record of achievement, where
is the necessity for a change in the
form of your city government?”’

President Harold Pogue of the
Association of Commerce said the
ad was ‘““obviously an attempt to
mislead the people.”

What the council-manager. foes
were doing, Pogue said, was trying
to take credit for all of Decatur’s
accomplishments in the past year.

“They’re saying, in effect, ‘these
things could not have come with-
out a commission form of govern-
ment’,” Pogue observed.

He didn’t think the commission
form could take credit for things
like new sewers that brought the
Caterpillar plant, an alert Associa-
tion of Commerce, and the good
fortune that Lake Decatur didn’t
go dry.

The point of the ad, Pogue said,
is “entirely erroneous,” from the
heading right on down. “You can
argue with success,” he said,
“Russia has been pretty successful,
and certainly we don’t agree with
her methods.”

Mrs. John Donovan, president
of the League of Women Voters,

said friends of council-manacer

to the accomplishments of the pres-
ent commission form.

Lindsay characterized the coun-
cil-manager plan as “‘a more effi-
cient form of city government”
which puts voters in the position
of stockholders who select a coun-
cil which acts as a board of direc-
tors and chooses a manager to carry
out its policies. p

“This is the way nearly every
successful organization operates in
the United States,” he said,

Mrs. Gibson said the League of
Women Voters " has found the
council-manager form ‘‘the most
efficient, democratic and econom-
ical” type of city government.

She said the drive here for a
change in government was origi-
nated by the League, and not by
“the Lindsays, the Association ‘of
Commerce or the west end” as
council-manager opponents-claim.

Davis said activities of the city
during the last 20 or 30 years
show that it has a modern form of
government, not an outmoded one.

Lindsay said the present City
Council made a good record dur-
ing its first two years. But in the
last 14 months, he said, Davis and
Commissioners Cody R. Holmes
and Lyle Kirby have acted #as an
obstructionist group.

Henson argued that the present
Council has done a good job and
“differences of opinion on the
council are healthy.”

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-
ernment,”’ Henson said. “I be-
lieve that the power to make all
appointments is too much author-
ity for one man.”

In closing, Henson called for
defeat of the Council-manager pro-
posal and restriction of the “influ-
ence of the: Association of Com-
merce and the newspapers.”

Council Members Hit
‘Obstructionists Use

Two members of the City Coun-
cil bristled this morning at being
called “‘obstructionists” during 2
television debate of the proposed
change to COUnCil'Inanager gOV‘
ernment yesterday.

Health Commissioner Cody R!
Holmes said the term, used by:
Edward Lindsay, editor of Lind|
say-Schaub Newspapers, is “on
of the biggest lies I believe I've
listened to in this campaign.” V

Street Commissioner Lyle Kirb
said, “I don’t think it was fairl
for them to call us that.”

In a TV discusssion yesterday,
Lindsay saiid that Kirby, Holmes
and - Finance Commissioner Don
F. Davis have acted as an “‘ob-
structionist group” within the City
Council for the last 14 months.

Kirby charged that the ‘“‘obstruc-
tionist” tag was hung on the group
because they' are opposed 'to the
proposed change to the council-
manager form of government.

“I've always been for the best
interests of Decatur,” Kirby said.
“Never, at no time, have I ever
cast a vote against what I think are
the best interests of Decatur. I love
Decatur.”

Kirby said he opposes council-
manager government because he
“knows personally that it is more
costly.”

Holmes said “ I don’t know
where Mr. Lindsay gets his_ opin-
ion that three members of the
council have been obstructionist.
I believe everyone around this table
agrees that we've had more im-

provements in the lact 14 monthe



1he question berore yoters 1s:

*“Shall the City of Decatur, Illi-
nois adopt the managerial form of
municipal government?”’

A “yes” vote is for city mana-
ger, a ‘nmo” vote against the
change.

Election Facts
Polls will be open from. 6

a.m. to 5 p. m.

Map of precincts and list of
polling places on page 3.

Qualified Decatur residents
who have lived in Illinois a
year, Macon County 90 days,
and the same precinct 30 days,
are eligible to vote.

Registration is not required.

All taverns in the city will be
closed during voting hours.

How many will vote—and how
they will vote—is anybody’s guess.

Before the absentee voting dead-
line Saturday, 127 absentee ballots
were cast.

There were 67 absentee votes on
the public housing-daylight item
referendum, when some 14,300
ballots were .cast. There were 172
absentee votes in some 12,000
counted in the tax referendum.
There were 320 absentees when
some 23,600 voted in the 1951
city general election.

The figures show how the ratio
of absentee voting to election bal-
loting varies. An average for the
three elections is about 90 votes
for each absentee ballot.

That would indicate a vote of
only around 11,400 in tomorrow’s
referendum, but observers expect
the total to be higher than that.

Pogue Says Anti-A of C
Remarks Were ‘Unfortunate’

Association of Commerce Presi-
dent Harold Pogue today made a
quick reaction to Attorney James
E. Henson'’s television plea for re-
striction of ‘“‘the influence of the
Association of Commerce and the
newspapers,”’ in Decatur affairs.

Henson’s remarks were made
yesterday in a TV discussion of a
proposed change to council-man-
ager government for Decatur.

In a letter to Henson, Pogue
said the remarks were ‘“‘unfortu-
nate.”

“It will be a sad day for De-
catur and its people . . . when we
no longer can count on  their
interest and work in voluntary
groups,”’ Pogue said.

“If your advice is followed, the
Decatur community will be re-
tarded in its growth and in the
development of services and im-
provements . . . You as a spokes-
man for those who would discour-
age this citizen interest, will have
to shoulder the responsibility for
the disastrous consequences of
such a policy, if it is followed.”

Pogue listed 16 accomplishments
which he said were the results of
efforts of the A of C, “often in
the face of violent. opposition.”
These included Lake Decatur,
Lake Shore Drive, the airport,
sewage disposal plant and new
industries.

Mayor, Former Mayor
Speak for City Change

Mayor Robert E. Willis yester- |

day branded as “not true” state-

ments that Decatur has good mu-|

nicipal government.

o5 ®. L
In a television appearance yes- |

terday, Willis said, “We have

heard a good deal about how cheap '

it is to live in Decatur and about
the fine City .Council we have,”
yet “‘every Councilman has spent
the past three years telling the peo-
ple how cruelly we are limited be-
cause we are short of money.”

Willis and former Mayor
Charles E. Lee discussed tomor-
row’s council-manager referendum
in a broadcast yesterday afternoon
from station WTVP,

Willis said complaints from
councilmen about limited financ-
ing have been silenced recently,
but are certain to arise again,
either from present Council mem-
bers, or their successors.

Lee said he thought the council-
manager plan pennit‘f; “a profes-

Schaub Ne(vspapers, and Mrs.
H. W. Gibson of the League of
Women Voters.

The program was broadcast from
station WTVP. Robert L. Shade,
station news director, was modera-
tor.

Lindsay and Mrs. Gibson
stressed the efficiency of the coun-
cil-manager form of government,
while Davis and Henson pointed

sional approach from someone es-
pecially trained in government.”

Opponentsto Change
On Television Tonight

Opponents of council-manager
government for Decatur will pre-
sent their arguments in a televi-
sion program at 7 p. m. today from
station WTVP.

David Beggs, III, spokesman for
the gfoup, will be introduced by
Donald Jones, Decatur attorney.

The opposition group is organ-
ized as the Special Friends of
Good Government in Decatur.
Beggs said it is a diverse group of
local residents who have no com-
mon . interest except opposition to
the council-manager form “at this
time.”” Beggs said representatives
of labor, business and the profes-
sions are inclded. :

Beggs, a Decatur resident who
teaches school at Pana, said ‘the
TV program was arranged to al-
low the organization'to present its
reasons for urging defeat of the
council-manager proposal in
[tomorrow’s referendum.

Page Advertisement
Brings Reaction

Leaders of the council-manager
movement today took issue with a
full-page advertisement placed by
Commissioners Cody Holmes, Don
Davis and Lyle Kirby under the
headline “You cannot argue with
success.”’

Listing things mentioned in the
community. Thanksgiving lunch-
eon ] st week, the ad ‘asks, “With
this record of achievement, where
is the necessity for a change in the
form of your city government?”

President Harold Pogue of the
Association of Commerce said the
ad was “obviously an attempt to
mislead the people.”

What the council-manager. foes
were doing, Pogue said, was trying
to take credit for all of Decatur’s
accomplishments in the past year.

“They’re saying, in effect; ‘these
things could not have come with-
out a commission form of govern-
ment’,” Pogue observed.

He didn’t think the commission
form could take credit for things
like new sewers that brought the
Caterpillar plant, an alert Associa-
tion of Commerce, and the good
fortune that Lake Decatur didn’t
go dry.

The point of the ad, Pogue said,
is “entirely erroneous,” from the
heading right on down. “You can
argue with success,” he said,
“Russia has been pretty successful,
and certainly we don’t agree with
her methods.”

Mrs. John Donovan, president
of the League of Women Voters,
said friends of council-manager
“have never: argued that we don’t
have good government.

L

out its policies.

“This is the way nearly every
successful organization operates in
the United States,” he said,

Mrs. Gibson said the League of
Women Voters " has found the
council-manager form “the most
efficient, democratic and econom-
ical” type of city government.

She said the drive here for a
change in government was origi-
nated by the League, and not by
“the Lindsays, the Association ‘of
Commerce or the west end” as
council-manager opponents-claim.

Davis said activities of the city
during the last 20 or 30 years
show that it has a modern form of
government, not an outmoded one.

Lindsay said the present City
Council made a good record dur-
ing its first two years. But in the
last 14 months, he said, Davis and
Commissioners Cody R. Holmes
and Lyle Kirby have acteddas an
obstructionist group.

Henson argued that the present
Council has done a good job and
“differences of opinion on the
council are healthy.”

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-
ernment,” Henson said. “I be-
lieve that the power to make all
appointments is too much author-
ity for one man.”

In closing, Henson called for
defeat of the Council-manager pro-
posal and restriction of the “influ-
ence of the: Association of Com-
merce and the newspapers.”

Council Membhers Hit
‘Obstructionists Use

Two members of the City Coun-
cil bristled this morning at being
called “obstructionists” during :
television debate of the proposec
change to council-manager gov-
ernment yesterday.

Health Commissioner
Holmes said the term, used by
Edward Lindsay, editor of Lind;
say-Schaub Newspapers, is “one
of the biggest lies I believe I've
listened to in this campaign.”

Street Commissioner Lyle Kirby
said, “I don’t think it was fair
for them to call us that.”

In a TV discusssion yesterday,
Lindsay saiid that Kirby, Holmes
and - Finance Commissioner Don
F. Davis have acted as an “ob-
structionist group” within the City
Council for the last 14 months.

Kirby charged that the “‘obstruc-
tionist” tag was hung on the group
because they' are opposed 'to thel
proposed change to the council-
manager form of government.

“I've always been for the best
interests of Decatur,” Kirby said.
“Never, at no time, have I ever
cast a vote against what I think are
the best interests of Decatur. I love
Decatur.”

Kirby said he opposes council-
manager government because he
“knows personally that it is more
costly.”

Holmes said “ I don’t know
where Mr. Lindsay gets his opin-
ion that three members of the
council have been obstructionist.
I believe everyone around this table
agrees that we've had more im-
provements in the last 14 months
completed than any other Coun-
cil.??

Cody R
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Government Forms Discussed by TV Panel
< This was. the scene last night
r in‘the. WTVP' television studio
during a panel discussion on
the_‘f;‘)uncil-manager form of

government. Left to right are
Edward Lindsay and Mrs. H.
W. Gibson, who spoke in favor
of the change to council-man-

ager government; Moderator Bob
Shade, and Finance Commis-
sioner Don F. Davis and At-
torney James E. Henson, who

represented the opposition.

(Herald and Review Photo)

~Javio  ooiws ST

E d i to I i d I S. These Are Our Opinions',d‘o M

AMONGE the reasons offered
in explanation of the 2 to 1
rejection of the Council-manager
form of government for Decatur
in Tuesday’s referendum, two are
outstanding:

1. Decatur has been blessed
with good city administration in
recent years under the commis-
sion form of government and
many voters asked: Why change?

2, Opponents of the proposal
to change over to a council-man-
ager form, with a policy making
Council and a hired city manager
as administrator, were able to cul-
tivate an effective tax scare.

Discussion of the comparative
merits of the cayncil-manager and

commission forms was discourag-
ed in a storm of personalities,
extraneous issues and irrespon-
sible charges, particularly in the
field of taxation. Voters were

frightened by threats of taxes that
might someday be proposed.

Since: three members of the
Council who led the opposition
to the council-manager proposal
are expected to seek re-election
next spring, they have an obliga-
tion to provide the kind of gov-
ernment that will justify the faith
of those who supported their view
in the referendum.

The three were accused of
“obstruction”” on the City Coun-
cil during the last 14 months.

“rave WALV Ue——

Council-Manager Plan Rejected in First Time Around

Now that they are no longer
compelled to consider the im-
mediate political effect of their
Council votes, they have an im-
mediate opportunity to prove the
effectiveness of 'the commission
form of government, which they
prefer.

Those groups and individuals
who believe the council—rﬁanager
form of government is best for
cities the size of Decatur have lost
a first skirmish. They have learn-
ed a lot. They will try again in
due season, encouraged by the
historical record which shows that
Decatur noisily rejects a good idea
when it is first proposed and
then, in calm and sober mood,
embraces it.
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its policies.

“This is the way nearly every

nning to insure ‘“‘orderly

ent of residential, com-

nd industrial areas.”

ty said the present city

nade some outstanding ac-|
ments during its first two |
: that in the last 14 months |
iy of the council, Commis-

Davis, Cody R. Holmes

e Kirby, has acted as an

onist group.

yn argued that the present
has done a good job and
ifferences of opinion on

cil are healthy.”

and taxes under the coun-
ger form also were used|
tents against the change.

on said there is no assur-
t council members’ salaries
any lower under the coun-
iger system because there
estrictions on salaries.

so questioned whether De-
n find a ‘‘superman city
* who can handle all ad-
tive duties. :

“I'm opposed to one-man gov-‘
ernment,”’

Henson said. ‘I be-

successful organization operates in
the United States,” Lindsay said.

Mrs, Gibson said the council-
manager form was found to be the
“most efficient, democratic and
economical’” type of city govern-
ment in a careful study of the sub-
ject by the League of Women Vot-
ers.

She said the movement for the
change in government here was|
fostered by the League and not by |
“the Lindsays, the Association of|
Commerce or the west endit as
council-manager opponents claim.

lieve that the power to make all
appointments is too much authori-
ty for one man.”

Davis said that under the coun-
cil-manager form there would be
nothing to prevent the manager
and council from adopting various
“nuisance’ taxes without the con-
sent of the voters. !

Mrs. Gibson answered Davis’
comment by saying that a referen-|
dum would still be necessary to in-|
crease any of the major taxes.

In their closing remarks Hen-
son called for defeat of the coun-
cil-manager proposal and restric-
tion of “the influence of the As-
sociation of Commerce and the
newspapers,” and Lindsay point-
ed out that the city’s accomplish-

ments in recent years have been |

based on the work of citizens’
committees, “‘many of them Asso-

ciation of Commerce committees.”’

e ——
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PEOs Have Women Vatefs
And Scandinavian Programs «

BC Chapter’of PEO willsmeet
at 1:30 p. m. Monday in the home |
of Mrs. R. E. Greenfield, 288 S.|
Westlawn Ave. Mrs. John Dono-
van will be in charge of .the pro-
gram entitled “The League of
|Women Vaters and the Commu-|

Dangerfield
s Speaker

Dr. Royden Dangerfield, di-

rector of the University of Illinois

Institute of Government and Pub-|
lic Affairs, will speak at'a Thurs-|

day luncheon meeting of the De-
catur League of Women Voters in
the Decatur Club.

Dr. Dangerfield will discuss
|“What World Trade Means To
|You” as the opening activity of a
League trade survey. The Decatur
group has assumed responsibility
tor the survey in the 22nd Con-
! gressional  District. It will co-
operate with other League groups
in Champaign, Lincoln and Mat-

toon.

The actual survey will begin
later, probably a few weeks from
now.

Dr. Dangerfield has studied in
Switzerland and England . and

served government and ‘military

Europe. In addition he is author
of several books and articles on
history, economics, political science
and trade.

The Thursday luncheon at 1
\p- m. in the Decatur Club is oper
to both men and women of ¢
community, Reservations for
luncheon should be made
Mrs. James W. Hurley, ‘15
Main St,, by Tuesday
Tickets are $1.50 each.

|
|
| Dr. Royden Dangerfield i

|

organizations in the Far East and |°

im'ry.” Mrs, William Winn will |
[assist. A tea will fol]pw. ‘

Jnnqdry

l6,145§

‘World Trade Survey’ Is Topic
- For Women Voters Unit Study

“World Trade Survey” will be
\the topic for unit meetings of
| League of Women Voters this

{ - . . P,
|week., The discussions are in con-

{nection with Dr. Royden Danger-
field’s talk for the League on
world trade at a luncheon last
Thursday in the Decatur Club.
Mrs. Walter Morey and Mrs.
Arthur Adelman are in charge of
the unit meeting at 9:30 a. m.
Wednesday in the YMCA. An-

other group will meet at 7:30 p-m.

Wednesday in the Decatur Public
|Library. The committee in charge
{is Mrs. Fred Bartley, Mrs. Fred
Schudel and Mrs. F. A. MacKay,
general chairman of the interna-
tional relations field of the Deca-
tur League.

Mrs. E. L. Simmons, 610
Southmoreland Pl. will be hostess
to a League meeting at 1:30 p. m.
Thursday. Mrs. H. J. Pettee and |
Mrs. R. E. Creenfield are on the
committee,




