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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD 0F TRUSTEES

CITY LIBRARIAN:  May is always busy as we are trying to get the end of the year
tied up and the new one started.  Even with the extra week, it takes a lot of time to gather the
statistics and write the reports necessary for the star? and the city.  Our veterans' celebration
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FOUNDATION:  The Foundation met on May 18th and plans to meet again on July
20th.  Discussion centered on how much money was still needed to do the cultural center.  It
was decided to wait till the bids are in to get an accurate figure.

FRIENDS:  Mary Gendry is in charge of the September sale.  Volunteers help stuff
and send out 2,700 membership foms.  They approved $400 for the YA summer reading club
and a Twilight party.

PNG:  Does not meet during the summer.

RPLS:  The DPL needs a trustee to sit on the RPLS board.
/

STAFF:MariaDent'slastqaywasMayl7th;herpositionhasbeenposted.

ADMINISTRATION:  Overall, the total number of assists was up in May from last
year by +5.3%.  The gate counter is not working, so we have no attendance figures.  The
meeting rooms were used 99 times and booked 25 times earning $840.

ADULT DIVISION:  Both the Adult and Teem summer reading club are doing well.
Our 5 programs had 213 attendees.  The 11 online book clubs were accessed 21,860 times by
1,093 members.  The Local History Room had 49 visitors, 5 from out of town.  We had 1,221
patrons logged in 157,438 minutes on the internet, a +5.5% increase since May 2008.  Our
databases were used by 263 people.

BUILDING DIVISION:  We had to cut down 2 trees that were causing foundation
issues.  Work is moving ahead on the demolition at the Library Annex.  Working on making
panels to protect the 3m gate.  Staff is keeping the grass mowed and the lot picked up, and
their efforts are really paying off.



theDPLbypatronsfromotherlibrariesandDPLpatronscheckedout3,352itemsatother
libraries.Ofthe3,352itemscheckedoutbyourpatronsatotherlibraries,1,508ofthoseitems
werecheckedoutonthebookmobiles.Therewere2,401itemswereroutedintotheDPL
fromotherlibrariestofillrequestsforpick-upattheDPLand4,111itemswereroutedoutof
theDPLtofillrequestsatotherRPLSlibraries.WhenallitemsroutedoutoftheDPLtofill
requestsatsurroundinglibrariesisaddedtothetotalcheckoutsforthemonthofMay,the
combinedcirculationtotalis47,154.Weplaced5,426requestsinMay,up+15%fromlast
May.Therewere235newaccountsopenedinMay,up+9°/ofromMay2008.Newlibrary
accounts are up +12°/o overall from 2008 at this time.

EXTENSIONDIVISION:WorkingwiththelibrarystaffattheKielbuilding,weare
sendingthebookmobilestoschoolsthatareinsession,andhaveastaffm:mberonhandto
bringstudentsout.Wearehopingthiswillimprovecirculationoverprevioussurmers.We
areagainworkingcloselywiththeParkDistrict.Wewillagainbesendingthebookmobileto
theirKindergartenReadinessCampattheScovillZoo.Bothbookmobilespassedinspection.
We had 17 volunteers donate 107.25 hours of work.

GATESCOMPUTERLAB:Our17classeshad95attendees,82ofwhomwere
Decatur residents.

SYSTEMSADMINISTRATION:PatronuseofourwirelessintemetcausedourTl
tomaxout,sowehavelimitedtheirbandwidth.Weareintheprocessofremodelingourweb
sitetoaddnewechancements.Departmentreceived2,959workordersfromstaff.

TECENICALDIVISION:Wereceived171invoices,barcoded646items,and

processed261newspapers,and575magazines.Wereceived29binsofmailand283bins
fromRPLS.Ofthe133packagesreceived52wenttootherdepartmentsinthelibrary.Our
patronsrequested198items(anincreaseof+300/ofromApril)onILL.Evenwiththeslow
downinorderingwecataloged844items,made3,524databasechangesandwithdrew1,769
titles.Processingbound352paperbacks,processed145unclassedpaperbacks,processed558
periodicals, and mended 852 items

Respectfully submitted,
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Lee Ann Fisher
City Librarian
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