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SIXTIETH ANNUAL REPORT
1934 -~ 1935

g0 £h Mayor and Commissioners of

the City of Decatur, Illinois

The Board of Directors of the D.catur publj
e ic
jbrary submits herewith its Annual Report of stewardship

for the past year. The advice ang Support given by the

jayor and Commissioners has been invaluable, and we solicit

their further interest and help.

The premature termination of the CQwa program
tefore the final completion of the additional stack room
nsulted in an unexpected expense of about $3000.00. Even
rith this additional expense the Library has been operated
50 a8 to serve a greatly expanded need with drastically

reduced taxes, but nevertheless has managed to live within

its current income,

Next year rising prices of necessary supvlies,
Wgether with the insurmountable need of unusual revairs
10 the heating system and roof and the necessity for re-
decorating the major part of the interior of the Library,
"™Quire an increased budget, which has been requested only
HHher Very serious analysis and consideration.

Our librarisn, Miss Minnie A, Dill, together
ih her assistant, Misé Mabel Wayne, and the Library staff,
e Worked conscientiously to serve the needs of the com-

munity- We desire to commend thelr services.

i the
A copy of the report of the Librarian foT

e . : d circulation
&1‘1934.1935, together with the financial an




sistics, is submitted for your information.
gta

; ve may have your continued Cooperagtion
tha

Respectfully Submitted,

President.

We trust
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e B0 oard of Directors,
ctuf public Library

Herewith is submitted the gy
xtieth anny
al re

) port
a2y for the year ending April 30, 1935 e

It is a pleasure to report the completion of the st
e stack

- DEGUD in Jenuary 1934 as a QOwa Project andg continued
as such

spoughout March., When work was resumed in May it was under th
e

qinois Emergency Relief Commission, 4 pbrocession of workn
1I€n came

sivent and the work dragged on through the summer and fall into

i first week of October. It devolved upon the library to carry

me of the financial burden, as certain kinds of skilled labor

wild not be furnished by the Relief office. This cut into our

meral fund to an amount of more than $3,000 The addition on the

ule is quite satisfactory even though done in piece-meal fashion.

The walls were painted but there were not sufficient

‘I8 for 1inoleum. When the steel stacks were installed on the

"floors and in the balcony, and the books were shifted to this

e shelf space the general appearance of the library was greatly

y . . : i
"4, There is spaciousness, light and convenience, with room

" future growth as needed. Many favorable comments have been made
BiTons, and staff members find much satisfaction in shelving books.
A recent improvement was the construction of a new con-
‘rreemk“’ay at the front entrance of the building. During the
g Jear other repairs and improvements are to be made. the most
gy tant being the remodeling of the heating system, and Te-roofing

'- main floor and
“tory paTt of the building; the walls of the

5 lacet
upper B, are to be painted and if funds permi®, linoleum I€P

he dered for the bound
S floor More steel stacks are€ to Bl
l Epapel‘s gter repalrs.

d onla
The Evans branch needs painting and T
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OwWing tq the small book
., Recently an effort has heen mage to

45 10ng needed. Even with the most careful S8election ang rejecti
) on

iese t1t1e8, eonsultation of bibliograshieg and aids for new ang

s eiitions, and latest information on Subjects, many desirable worke
»fomd to be out of print either before or after ordering,

wgh second hand and remainder catalogs these can often be obtaineg

+{requently 0ld publications may take years of searching to run

m latest editions of technicagl ang Scientific books are desired

ureplacing, but their cost usually vrevents adding a new edition

‘e brary contains an older one 8till in good condition.

In many classes of books older standard authorities are
‘licessary on the shelves of any library, as the most advertised
"It work, even though not often consulted. The book budget must
‘arefully Proportioned, allowing about half for replacements.

‘Efifty PeT cent left for new books must cover additions to the
“lbrary ang Evans branch, with allowance for building up the

) “llection every few years. The proportion of new non-fiction
'éuemly about 754, This must cover many expensive reference woTks
Tiather leeded sets, besides publications in general demand, specific
',uegts for olub and school use, or for individuals.

i ut new

People are reading book reviews and hearing abo )

% en for the
R the radio more than in former years, and seem ke

g the best a
M op Current affairs. In checking over

ity

iy

dded the out-
\ﬂi
% Mes of the year, or that these have bee

n ordered and will

b

“lg
00 the Shelves,

able

. d other valu
ImDOI“Ga,nt annuala and continuationse an

L
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ot qurrent volume Dj Essay and general literature in

ol
ghead= Dictionary of given names;

3

LIBRARIAN'S Rp

1934 - 1935P0RT

o0 WOTKS have been added such as,

dex: Federal

k of NRA; Keller-
Handboo 3 2v;

Dictionary or dates
3

Stevenson- Home book of quo-

1008} Thomas' register of American manufacturers, 1935:

i pbridged compendium of American geénealogy, vol, 3-5

Circulation Department

There has been a loss in this department both in the num—
2 of borrowers and in the circulation for home use. The number
ilrrovers is 760 less than a year ago, and the circulation in the
ilt depts dropped 28,885,- of this amount 25,106 was fiction, while
iloss in non-fiction was only 3,71S8. The children's room loaned
4%7 fever books than last year. The only gain in the system was
tirans branch- 1,177. Many other libraries throughout the country
‘Wt similar losses. The reasons are much the same as given last
“-reduction in book purchases and less unemployment.

People are reading good books aléng many lines but there
g toi%. steady demand for information on world conditions of
71§ay, A check—up of the Circulatiofqilgt the loan desk reveals

-‘,, i in
ah thege mich talked of books are nNow scattered over the city

1 ing an in-
' gf borrowers of zll classes and occupations, showing

\ . he opinions

; ery few of
Hegg Various writers, There is space to list only a Vvery

.EEae titl

es;
71313 Your money's worth
gy A8 T gee 1t s It's your money
E'ilehr Challenge to liberty Hoges Money muddle ts %o
i ter To g . Warburg What everybody wanl
1 Wards stability Fiteh w about annuities
.:\l&ee New democracy knol_n the criminal
.‘lee New frontiers child Baili;a% asi‘hmHan being
;:?e 0 more unemployed s Dougherty  CTINros o "and penology
%  Gulde through world chao Gillin Crim H addepressions
g Men ang machines er Booms haos
Y Is med? Fish Mobilizing for C
g Can Capitalism doo Riegel

Europe keep the peace?
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| th
' ; the 1oan desk such as € telephone or

: Book reviews and ske

| oraltions for contest:CheS °F authors

| Sinking of the Maine

Chinese dictionary fitenic ang Lusitania
Setting of tables for

Quilt patterns formal dinners
Historic trees

Choir conducting
Pronunciation of names
Pictures of state flags
Lateran treaty

Syn:bﬁhetic giamonds

Costumes 0of various countries i
Poet laureate of England =5 EHC pentay
Names of Decatur school principals

Famous pictures for tableaux

List of Edison's inventions

Strength of cables

Map of airways

A woman brought her crocheted rug to show the girls. It had
wen made from books and pictures taken from the library. She called
lia real“1library product" and said she sold it for $8.00

Questions requiring more research are turned over to the

ference department.

Children'’s Department

The children's room had several attractions during the

"% s puppet show by Miss Hugenberger's 3A pupils of the Gastman

i

i

#
;Eehmli an¢ Indian program given by Jess Vagus; Christmas story hour
|
!

A 3 .
g Hogle as story teller and music furnished by the Emil Shepanski

.srchestr&; and Easter story with Miss McCulloch, the story teller.

i Book week was observed Nov., 13-17, the theme being hobbies,

¥

- - 2 S
itha“’lﬁeczi.a,l display of hobby books and an exhibition of the hobbie

1 room at the
Children from various grades, from the deaf ora

]

|

i

5 M8 of the children who use the 1ibTary.
R

m i d the children's ToOm
- S¢hool, and from a rural gchool visite

% from Millikin with heT

tht students.
feir teachers., Miss Welch came

% i t
) ; g8 on children's reading a
udrenls librarian gave several talk

1 ur p of the Central
g Mother's clu
: ing Book week, and before theé
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istia church in February, ang Conducteq 4 Sty |
J ¥ hour

6’

at Ullrich

During Girl Scout week. y
hools » ¥arch 1314 .
i € girls were gg-

e to the children's room,
4jp in various ways, as part of their Project

A new front door has added much to the appearance of the

drary and the style of it will prevent the frequent replacing of

:Lasg,

Records of the various departments give the following figures
it the year:

Total number of cards filed in catalogs 7,333

Volumes sent to bindery 1,055

Books mended in library 26,295

Overdue notices sent 4,814

Reserve postals sent 1,729

Pictures loaned 8,951

Library Meetings
| i tion
1 The annual conference of the Illinois Library Associa
b
;qa telg in Decatur, October 31-November 2,- the Hotel Orlando being
¢ ession
Marter where all meetings were held except one afternoon 8

N ians and trustees
te ¥llikin auiitorium, More than 400 librarian

#tendw‘ The weather was Tine and the program good » cuest speakers
f‘"‘l‘ﬂded Ur. Lyman Bryson of Columbia University, . M. Gharles-H;i n

jhton' T st, Louis, president of the American LibraTy As:oma on,
:fh I Spencer Ewing of Bloomington who gave ain illustrate
g

lecture

tr&vﬂs in Bali,




p jor the entertainment of delegates

4 thne to come to the library,

4 o

6
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s ahout the new stack.room,
e

yiss Mabel Wayne, assistant 1lib
ra'ria'n attende
d the annual

ference of the American Library ASSOClatlon which w h
as held in

freal, June 25-30,

A regional library meeting held in Springfield in Feb
X : Tuary

satended by the librarian and three of the staff The f
. OTmerTr

e on two recent books of fiction that any library should hav
e.
sher regional meeting held several weeks later in Peoria., was
)

mied by two other members of the staff.

Gifts
fpril 18, the library received a check from the Millikin
8 company, for $150 from the Trust fund of Sarah Ellen Glore,
‘e benefit of the Alice G. Evans branch library. This library
“umed to honor Miss Glore's sister, Mrs. Alice G. Evans, who had

“Wmeoted with the library fifty years and librarian most of

U ting,

The library was given one of the collection of paintings

“Wartists op relief. These were the property of the United

iy
‘8Verment and some were sent to the Decatur schoolse The

Tag
*lected with the help of Edward Powers 18 called "The red

1..1 )
- . I-t
' g the artist is Avery Johnson, of Batavia, I1111noiSs

B
Tang
4 ang hung in the reading room.

Staff
ring the past yeale

to attend

ce
fomaleky wag granted o vear's 168Ve ol BRESE ikin
a gradueteé of Milld

iy fhere were few changes on the gtaff du
%1

.1k1
P
| niversity and Miss Charlotte Oakes,
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i, 88 taken on the staff to fi13 the YEGEE
1% :

Mrs,

’ ; Margaret m
{dsom resigned as children's 11bl‘a,rian’ after four ve |
i ars

of

aessful work, to join her husband ip Hibbing, Minnesotg

:-gitiﬂn yas filled by Miss Nexine MCCulloch, a graduate of W::i:rn
.“Seﬁa ibrary school, as was Mrs, Davidson,

the staff responded in fine spirit to the addea respon-
:gbilities and work during the long months of confusion when the
I!:Ecnoom was constructed, and later in the arduous task of_
iiting pooks. On the occasion of the meeting of the Illinois
sy Association here in the fall the girls showed ability and
«ustesn in helping with convention business and entertainment.
ilga pleasure to commend my staff for faithful and efficient
aiee at all times.

The death of James Adams, head janitor for nearly eight

a8, mist be recorded and his faithful service mentioned.

The librarian expresses appreciation to the library
| e
"idor the cooperation and interest always shown, and for th

| tion.
“ad thought given while the stack room wae under construc

Respectfully submitted,

Librarian.
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Appendix

Contents of Library

iy 1y 1934~ books on hand

— — — — — —_— — -
—_— — = —
— -_—

66,538
Additions:s
Purchase 2new) ______________ 1025
Purchase replacements) - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ 882
Donation ————————————————— 157
Bindery - — = = - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ 154
Books found- previously missing - - — - - - 23
Total added - - - - - - - - — 2247
lLosses:
forn out and missing - - - - - - - - - - - 2941
Lost and paid for - - - - - = - - - - - - - _ 5%
Lost and not paid for - - - = - - - - - - - - 41
Total 1088 — = = = = = = - - - 3035
ipril 30, 1935—- Dbooks on hand - = = = = = = = = = = = = 65,748

Y (R e —



LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
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Appendix

Accessions According to Classification

Nofg?ls-ln Additions Withdrawals No.vols, in
Lib'y May (new, worn out  Lib'y April
1,1934 replaced, transferreg 30 1139%-)5
found“and  and missing) 4
transferred)
) works 5445 79 "
e 891 26 44 -
'-:?»mh 1773 35 a7 1781
gy 7562 290 261 7591
8 193 5 3 195
Y 3318 132 117 3333
] arts 5097 163 126 5134
b8 3458 108 95 3469
afure 7085 137 200 7022
oy 4664 86 73 4677
ol 3757 120 125 3752
wephy 4034 107 y i | 4070
i 18066 983 1859 18170
sim books 193 7 16 184
1 68536 2256 3044 65748
Accessions by Departments
1library
1t depts
ulating 32864 1011 1623 32%23
Herence 2974 86 15 BE5
d period., 7717 150 = 5710
{fﬂlic docs, 3749 11 575 7855
;gdbdept. 7945 485
= Utanchs 3071
i dept, 3079 104 %]?ﬁ 9571
1 dept, 2632 173
‘M branchs " 121 1193
ﬁt lept, 1314 o 0 14732
4 dept, 1432 231 217 2844
L 0011, 2830 b
i 3039
l 66536 225l

L e FrT— *'—“Wp e T3 TN
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Circulstion by Blasses

Main Lib. Evans
Pt
i Child  Dbranch  schools Stations
453 43 105

0 aag 34 24 2 0
i 3626 304 226 481 0
; 4378 4913  18ge 3784 g
| 222 0 7 0 30
g 2841 2782 876 1609 .
5355 1736 1057 705 -
fs 5314 1447 764 101 .
p 29
‘ 8951 23610 1410 1548 25
X 4890 1047 981 2066 15
: 6114 1604 821 2650 35
iy 5997 904 585 1078 41
‘i 143308 39173 40532 16529 1219
p 3785 1361 3600 0 0
ook 355 0 13 0 0
il 1871 0 0 0 0

198000 579586 52897 30531 1442

Circulation by Months

14351 4064 3884 1938 0

14674 4815 3614 0 175

15437 5118 3237 0 296
- 16139 4979 3378 0 243
i 15892 4653 4090 0 0
! 17646 5712 4843 3451 728
! 18151 5854 5042 4839 0
1 18174 4370 4516 3230 0
J 19124 4621 5365 4390 0
1 17008 4713 5340 4734 0
| 17193 4599 5141 4230 0

16231 4459 4447 3729 0

198000 57956 53897 30531 1443

¥ d tdays open

ly circulation
jachirculatlon
X laily circulation

Y currently received

éf“ce May 1, 1934
eglstered
Oa'rdﬁ cancelled
Tee April 30, 1935

4

Main Library

2

3

3

Total

600
3707
3622

14991

229
8139
8765
7655

14544
8999
112324
8605
40761
7748

368

1871

40828

24237
23378
24088
24729
24635
32380
33876
28290
33500
31794
31163
28856

40826

Evans Branch

306
8326
1823
520
270
Registration
i Evans BT.
Adﬁ%%n ngiild Adult  ©Ohild
1021 1197
13785 453 2e o
e ez 5
13398 4552

305
173
400
53
15

Per
cent

«18
o 79
1.06
4,40
- 07
2039
2457
2.25
4,237
2,64
3,29
2.52
70,64
2.37
011
«55

Total

20929
4536
5256

202.09

I L L & o
HpJ b v



1934

To the Honorable Mayor

4____---IIIIIIIIIII..IIIIlIllII

STATEMEN
- 1935 d i

and Commissioners:

--------- $35,000,00
P gpropriation RECEIPTS
'S $18,500.00
palance 16, 5
. fines, damaged and lost books 1,278, 87
. fees from non-residents 141,00
. rent collection o5
| other sources e
fotal - - - oo - $33,382.,75
EXPENDITURES
1 salaries $18,609. 40
' janitor service 3,331, 50
' books 3,670. 64
' periodicals 576. 68
' Mading 1,189.92
- tupplies 606. 69
 Tepairs 448,60
 light 67,88
 leat 852,01
 funiture 164.74
 telephone 71,36
| Wstage, freight, express, drayage 39,44
 surance 454,43
| Mving & interest 175,96
| LA, conference held in Decatur 76.12
"*lodeling stack room Tl
M eons 224,53
| et e = I e 0 S B $32,779.86
EH30,1935_ Balance on hand —_— $16$ggg:gg
0, 1935 Balance due from Library Appropriation ’

|

Caroline s, Loeb gift

. Total

Gift from Sarah Ellen Glore

|

Caroline S. Loeb Fund

$500.00
61,82
$561.83

garah Ellen Glore Fund



|

|m‘ 1,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
1934 - 1935

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND FOR REMODELING THE STack mooy

1934- = Balance on hang

EXPENDITURES

jurbeT, Tent on lumber, roofing, window frames, etec $745, 20

fools, hardware, paint

L1733
notices for bids 33.78
Plunbing and electric supplies 283.22
lime, cement, plaster 401,78
jand and concrete mixture 89. 30
Insulation material 194, 40
Ilectric fixtures 776,00
Steam heating materigl 505.83
findow guards 193.60
Steel stacks 823.16
Rent on equipment 50,75
Blue prints 8. 64
liscellaneous material 12.94
falary of superintendent 414.00
labor-  truck driver gg‘gg
hodcarrier ®
630,00
plasterer 480.00
steamfitter 54. 00
concrete worker 22:50
roofer 36. 60
miscellaneous
Al o i s e e $6,042,29




FINANCIAL STATEMENT
1934 -~ 1935

I, Minnie a, Di1], Secretary of the Board of

pirectors of the Decatur Public Library of Decatur
3

Secretary, Board of Directors,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of May, 1935,

Notary Public.




BUDGET SUGGESTED FOR 1935 _

1936

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS

City Council for an ide(i)
order to make possible

jonal levy O ]
E’.}lgr needed repalTs.

o0 1988 - . _
1Von 1934-35 tax levy (after interest g 1 om une $600.00
g collected t . oo Uk
' qoelpts ITom fines, eto — - o o © aiief itre deducted) $1&),gg8.00
o f$B5,000 - ___ " " "—"=----°_-_ »00
@ 1w of 35,000 - - ZZTTIICo---- 32, 750.00
rotal - - - $34,850,00
BUDGET
1934-1935 1935-1936 Increase Decrease
A $18,910.00 $19,452,00 $542,00
s gervice 2,410,00 1,930.00 $480,00
1 4,000.00 5,000.00 1,000,00
s 575,00 575,00
: 1,500.00 1,500,00
! 550. 00 600,00 50,00
r 400,00 400,00
" 80,00 80.00
1,000.00 1,000,00
e & fixtures 100.00 100.00
fﬂa 85,00 70.00 5.00
: e, etc 75.00 75,00
e 250,00 300. 00 50.00 S
14 interest 176.00 .
lineous 250,00 250,00
$30,341.00 $31, 332,00 $991.00
_______ 3,518.00
tleft for emergencies or special work - - 83,
Special Work
. 815,00
Complete overhauling of heating system $16:5.00
Repairs on roof 263,00
POk Lo e 'etairway and upper hall 600,00
- main owT y
feiting- ma ’t f s — o B e $1,840.00
Tota o e =
Note~ 45
he regular meetlng
: . is budget at T to ask the
discussing this d voted to
Apgil?.HBBTSlQSS, the Library Boal £ $1,500 in
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

FIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
1935 - 1936

g she MayoT and Commissioners of

" oity of Decatur, Illinois

The Board of Directors of the Decatur Public Library

qnits herewith its report for the year 1935-1936. We wish first
iy express our apprecistion of the help and interest given us by

e Mayo? and Commissioners. The Library is a function of City

prernment which rightly has your interest.and support

The physical plant of the Decatur Public Library has
iﬂa,d the careful attention of the Board, which has followed a rather

asistant program for at least the past three years. With the

‘wperation of the Mayor and Commissioners and with the financial
‘npport from the CWA administration, the Board was in the year
[%4-1935 able to complete an addition to the main building, per-
utting greatly increased stack room for the books and bound
wriodicals at its disposal. In the year 1935-1936 the physical
Liﬂmrovement was extended to revamping the much deteriorated heating
Ustem, painting the inside walls, and making rather fundamental
aire to the roof of the main building of the Library. In the
lar 1936-1937 it is hoped that new linoleum may be had to replace
!the present worn out floor covering.

| Curtailment of financial resources due to the necessities
Wthe depression had prevented replacements and purchase of new
ib%ks for the greatly expanded circulation of the Library. It was
%fmuhate, therefore, in the year 1935-1936 that §$2775.80 was made
"llah1e to the Decatur Library out of the etate sid, funf-Toriese

lunmes
Dllrchél&ua of books., With this money many of the fundamental volunm

L —— TP T T E T o =



'56—1957' The fact that thisg S8tate aig
! ’

1f perpetuateg

TS will
0 state control of loeal libraries ’ tend
! )

has been considered, but in
'WDf the emergency character of the relief legislation thi
. 9 8

gu of a0dltional funds has been eagerly uti1iseq by the Board
B oar

-zrﬁﬁumg the rapidly depleteg shelves, 80 that within anothe
. T

u fhe Library should regain its former status with respect of
s comonly called for in this community,

Skilled help of o hié:ly technical nature is required for

mting our library. During the critical period of the depression

leployees acquiesced in rather severe wage cuts which have not

tbeen substantially restored. The near future will bring gradual

iwement of more nearly adequate compensation.

The depression was also directly responsible for a dis—
tging contraction of service through the necessity of closing
“stations meking circulation more available to people living
%dstance from the main building. Re-establishment of sub-
lons at the very earliest practical time is very close to the
"y Board and to the Library Staff, for in this manner the
‘ilnges of the. Library will be greatly enhanced.

The Board is under the impression that this community does
"amady itself to the maximum extent of the relaxation and stimulation
lahle from the printed page. The best literature and the most
ighs Provoking books are not used with the desired frequency.

! ommunity should be
“Bip in the interest of good books in the c

. : t
"remngllr‘ provided, and while the functions of a Library do no

| i Board
b direct activity of this sort, it is the desire of the Boa



-l

uff that 1ts resources pe used towgrg gre
if

ater interest in
| pd reading in the community,

atistics, ig

tp submitted for your information, We trust thgt we may
n

o continued cooperation,
f

Respectfully Submitted,

President,
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s the poard of Directors,

! pm, public Library

i
Herewlth is submitted the S8ixty-first annual Teport of
” jyprary for the year ending April 30, 19386,

outstanding in the twelve months just passed is the aig

yeived from the Library Relief fund, $3,775.50,-~ our share for

iis year of the $600,000 appropriation for books, passed by the

uperal Assembly of Illinois in June 1935, This bill for the bene-

1t of tax supported libraries, authorizing the purchase of books
si nagazines for the biennium 1935-1937, became effective July 1,
M5, The allocation to libraries was made according to population.
It was late in the fall before the organization in the
ifice of the Secretary of State was in full operation, and notifi-
ntion of our allocation received. We immediately got up full speed
i the selection and preparation of lists to be submitted. It was
nemall job to decide upon the best and most needed books for own
mmnity, With hundreds of order cards for "books wanted", requests,
. on file, and scores of bibliographies, special lists, catalogs
2 book reviews to be consulted, much time and careful consideration
" given by the librarian, assistant 1ibrarian and heads of depart-
"8, in making the final selection.
The procedure included the approval and signatures of the
_Libru-y Board, forwarding ‘—bhe 1ists to Springfield for authorization,

| th
only after this was given with the cold Seal affixed were uAae

k k time, but the books
- ordered of the dealers. All of this too 5

%
* Teceived more promptly than usual.

has
Handling the large and continuous gshipments of books ha

iy 58 been much pleasure

\

TP L TTL ¥

e h
%de more work for everybody, but ther
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r enthusiasm shown by the whole Working force

jani'ﬁ"rs’ in doing their -

" to meke much impreggion on the circulation,

= the first order not
‘being recelved until late in January,

| This coming year the Purchasges
3w111 be spread out to better advantage both for library clientele

i the staff Workers.

w ti
| Ne tles added from the Library Relief fund were 211

pe-fiction, many of them reference séts and other books of permanent

plue including books about various countries andg pPeople; scientifie,

iechnical and historical works; and books on world affairs, music,

literature and art. This fund was also used for replacement of

orn out and withdrawn volumeg which for sometime it had been
ipossible to replace because of the reduced book budget.

In addition to thig state aid many new books and replasce-
wnte were added from our regular book fund, but even with the new
tooke received it is difficult to reach a high total in number of
Wlmes, as the constant wear and tear on books mekes withdrawals
tluost balance accessions. Perhaps with another year of the Library

%lief fund we may catch up.

Accessions and Circulation
Each month's report shows a decided decrease both in the
lmber of borrowers and of books loaned compared with the correspond-
lng month c;f the previous year, which is discouraging. However,
| ‘hig seems to be the universal report from public libraries through-
1 0 the country. The peak circulation of 407,402 was reached the
et year of the depression when many Were idle and govermment

' tivities
1 and educational ac
ncieq had not yet begun the recreationa

and enter-
"tich NOW take care of leisure time. As moTe employment

decreased
tainUIent have been furnished, our circulation has steadily

1ty this year it registers only 290,995,

] - RS T mmwg s g e G TR P
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68 of a more useful and cultural type.

We find an increased ap-
qolation of what we can offer in technical b

ooks, We have new

who are using books on useful arts
:Jmfrequently, and getting help from

: men especially
4318, ’ more gnd

them in their daily work,

yks on Tadio, aeronautics, industrigl chemistry and business prob-

mof all kinds, are being constantly consulted.

Interest continues in 100,000,000 guinea, pigs", "Skin deep",

i, drink and be wary", "Partners in plunder", and others of that

me, There was quite an unprecedented run on civil service manuals
g year and, even though more copies were added, we did not have
émugh to supply the demand. With the unusual amount of replacements
g to state aid, many old book favorites in new dress were avidly
jseized upon by the regular borrowers.

; In fiction "Anthony Adverse" still keeps well to the fore,
izls

iring came on forever", and "It can't happen here" by Sinclair Lewis.

"the "Green 1light" and"Magnificent obsession", as well as Aldrich's

ooks a5 Anne Morrow Lingbergh's "North to the Orient" have had
"l deserved popularity; also Carrells "Man the unknown", Day's
\ife with father", Freeman's "Life of Robert E., Lee", Lawrence's

Inn P 2 'S
%yen Pillarg of wisdom", and Sheehan's "Personal history". Duranty

)
‘Mte as T please’ and other books on Russia by such well known

& I bi i Fi chernav in
%‘lthg 1 es a8 Hindus {}hamber ] jn, scher, Skariatini and T
a?emueh jn demand; al 850 bOOkS about S ta ] H T an

n ia had to be rushed
Bt its present war with Italy, books on Ethiopla

i in"
p 'g "Black shirt, black sk
! " for eager readers,- Boake Carter's ?

g ofg 4n popularity.

i ught
Due to the D tur Community lecture course, which broug
e to the Deca

qjtegeo‘,i& add some of

endeavored to
(derg during the winter, the libraly

— }n_r.rp";'!,"".'f'flerf’ S
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seir Dooks;= 1T not already on the shelves,

Like“wise it tried
1 keeD abreast with the books reviewed by Nrs,

Frank Funk in her

ypsdey morning talks, and to check up our resources with the

yblications of speakers who came to Millikin university,

The Evans branch library which gained in last year's
jroulation suffered a decrease this year with other departments.

| School collections show an increase in circulation of

1,216, and the Staley deposit station had a gain of 175.

Reference Department

During the year this department had increased patronage
iie, perhaps, to the wvarious groups working on WPA projects. Those
mloyed on the Federal Writers! project have been given much help
nd spent many hours seeking facts about Macon county history and
iescription. This preliminary work is passed on to supervisors of
e region and state where it is edited and finally sent to Washington
mere all such work is to be assembled in volumes sometimes called
e "American Baedeker".

Supervisors and teachers of WPA have been daily patrons,
king reference books in planning their programs. One group of ten

_ 14—
“athers came to be instructed in the arrangement and use of the

. ion,
ary, g reserve shelf was set aside for books on Adult educatio

Reading Room.

i in
Among the new magazines added are Billboard, Engilneering

. Popular aviation,
! & utics magazine,
e”s-record, Fortune, National aerona

Pl‘int 6 .
I's ink, and Radio weekly.
i s the gift
A sub iption to Reader's digest in Braille wa g
subscrip

)
‘i, Adolph Mueller.

3 E——— TP T T | 90 0 A L = % T
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Childrentsg Department

ren registered for the course with 50 Complet¥ing the tour

Book week was observed Nov, 18-23. The children's room was

jecorated with a friegze of Mother Goose cut-outs, ang special exhibits

of Newbery medal books, a Mark Twaln display,

and other new and at-
trabtive books were shown with Tecommended lists for parents and

teachers distributed. The week closed with g puppet show given by

liss Freda Combs, which was attended by several hundred children,

lring the week ten teachers visiteg the room bringing their pupils,

The children's librarian gave talks at various schools and

st the WPA recreational center, and had several story hours.

WPA and Other Projects
In addition to the Writers! project previously mentioned,
of the 1library has been made by the "Historical Records survey".

loperating with the National Youth Administration the library is

- ®nloying two young girls who help in various mechanical processes

- %wh 28 preparing books for circulation, mending books, clipping pic-

tures for mounting, stamping and pasting, ruling statistic sheets, etc.

 Rach one gives 44 hours g month, time records are kept and these sent

" the district director every two weeks.
Boy scouts selected by the principals amd teachers of the
tigh ang junior high school, are giving service to the library by the

1
rle”““‘-‘l‘y of books to blind persons who read Braille and to'shut-ins!

Cataloging Department
Thie department has been swamped by the deluge of books

theilr
Douring in, after the order and accessions assistants have done
' ’

Dart the staff at the

ein
Having just one cataloger since reducing
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books Ehrough.  In addition, she cataloged the Lincoln collection left

to the 1ibrary by the late Jane Hamand. The extension librarian helped

naterially in ordering L.C. cards and in cataloging branch books,

Records of the various departments give the following figures
for the year:

Total number of cards filed in catalogs 8,821

Volumes sent to bindery 1,437
Books mended in library 20,917
Overdue notices sent 4,238
Reserve postals sent 1,928
Pictures loaned 7,897

Exhibits and Bulletins

November seemed to be the month for celebrating centenaries.
Mndrew Carnegie, the patron saint of libraries, had his 100th anniversary
telebtated November 25 by all libraries which were recipients of his
generosity. We received a large fremed portrait of him from the Carnegie
lorporation of New York, which was hung on the south wall of the Lobby.
48t of posters containing quotations from his work was sent, also a
Wr#folio of various pictures of him, and a copy of the book "Benefactions
of Andrew Carnegie', The Herald and Review carried a story about him
"th especial reference to the history of his gift of $60,000 for our
Ubrary building.

Mark Twain's 100th anniversary was Novemb&r 30.  This author
%loveq of both young and old, was remebered by exhibits and book dis-
Mays 1n both adult and juvenile departments. Much material for Biepiay

' i ri, his
3 Yeceived from the Chamber of Commerce in Hannibal, Missourdi,

tograph.
"2y home There were also other loans including hls autog

e ——— 'V!,-s,'_: e R T R s
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A rather extensive e€xhibit of new Pictures for the Plcture

¢ile vas held during October ang November in the rear Toom of the main

qloor stack. It proved to be very popular and was visited by many

teachers and their pupils. The story of this exhibit appreareéd in the

january number of "Illinois librariest',

The large bulletin board has had many interesting displays

' from time to time: QCurrier and Ives prints, Indian pictures, with

selected 1ist of books, Illustrations of "Songs that live forever",

lickens characters, ete.

Buildings and Grounds
Our last year's report mentioned the proposed repairs on the
mein building. Most of these plans have been carried through and the
wilding is in better condition than in some years. The heating system
| Tes remodeled and extended to give adequate heat in all parts of three
floors. This past winter being one of the coldest on record, tested
the ability of the system and it proved to be satisfactory when the
MFer plant gives the pressure required. The roof was re-covered and
fiters repaired over the two-story part of the building.
The redecoration of the walls and ceilings of the lobby,
Tstibule, reading and reference rooms, stairway leading to the second
floor and the hall upstairs, lightened and made attractive these Trooms,
| giving a cheerful atmosphere for readers, borrowers and library staff.

Mis vas done under contract and, in addition, the janitors wasghed and

i m
 ™luteq tne walle in the Board and catalog rooms, the two study rooms

)
. ndlﬂmarian‘s office.

j in the
Steel stacks for bound newspapers Were ingtalled 1

om for one
Btol‘ical Toom, - using up all the gpace available except TO

falg,

e —
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Doors were placed an the bookcases in the Lincoln room
3

and
spe Lincoln books donated by Miss Hamang were shelved here:
9

also, doors
qrere added to some sections of wall cases in the north study room in

mich were shelved some special reference works. Additional cupboards

rere added to those in the basement hall to give more room for current

newspapers.

The lawn has had some attention by a landscaper, - being

reked, filled where necessary, grass seed sown, and rolled, and the
shrubs and hedge trimmed.

Plans for improvements next year include the laying of
linoleum over the entire first floor of the main library, except the
stack room; purchase of a filing cabinet, desk, typewriters and shades.
The Evans branch walls are to be redecorated, new shades bought, and

basement plastering repaired, if sufficient funds are available.

Library Meetings

The annual conference of the American Library Assoclation
held in Denver, June 24-29, was attended by the librarian.

The 8tate meeting held in Rockford, October 29--November 1,
a8 attended by Misses Dill, Baker, Hogle and Keyl, who drove up in
the latterts car., Miss Wayne, treasurer of the Association, being
mable to go, delegated Miss Hogle to care for the work and read her
’eport, Mise Wayne's report was highly commended by the auditors as
being a "work of art in figures".

The librarian and five members of the Staff attended the

ill-day regional meeting in ¢linton, April 9.
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In spite of the fact that three members of the staff under-

yent operations and the janitor at Evans branch suffered a broken hip,

‘the library has kept running as usual. Every one of my staff rallied

jo the occasion and worked over hours to help when needed, and stood
éup well under the hazards of weather and the strain of extra work,

igany kindly comments on our staff have drifted to me,

| With genuine appreciation to all members of the Library Board

for their friendly interest and cooperation in every way and at all times

Respectfully submitted,

Librariane.
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Appendix

Contents of Library

935 -
Jay 1, 193 books on hand - - — — — - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 65,748
Additions:
\ Purchase TN e 0 e o S 1276
l Purchase Teplacements) =~ = — @ « = = - - 1569
\ Donation Illinois library relief fund) - - 501
I Bindery = = = = = — - & - - - - - - - - - 379
} Books found - previcusly missing - - - - - 24
| Total added- -~ - - = - - - - = 3649
Losses:
Worn out and withdravm - - = — = = - - - - — 1529
Lost and paid for = = = = = = = = = - - - - 26
Lost and not paid for - - - = = = = = - - = 81
Total 1088 = = = = = = = - = 1636
fpril 30, 1936 - books on hand = - = = = = = = = = - - 67,761

— B IO TR



Accessiong According to 01assification
No.vols,in

Lib'y May
; 1,1935
wneral works 5517
iilosophy 873
eligion 1761
‘feiology 7591
' Janguage 195
felence 3333
eeful arts 5134
Jine arts 3469
literature 7032
fistory 4877
fravel 3752
Blography 4070
fetion 18170
forelgn books 184
lotal 65748
hin library
~ Mult Dept,
- Urculating 32197
Reference 3020
- Bound period, 7855
- Public does, 3710
(hilg, dept. 7855
a8 beanch
Mult gept, 3071
child, dept. eb71
%% Ind branch
Wult qept, 1193
SHld, dept 1433
00l ¢oll 2844
Tota) 65748
lamt°011ection~ 76

|

LIBRARIAN' S
1935 ~ 1936

Appendix

Additions
(new
replaced
found ang
transferred)

131
48
56

360
18

210

278

Q23

283

187

189

191

1465
3

3652

1975
2086
154
114
495

198
256

0
260
3658

REPORT

Withdrawals
worn out
transferreg
and missing)

Accessions by Departments

866
17
305

59
o8

84
214
1645

No.vols.in
Lin'y April
30,1936

5640
917
1796
7860
207
3499
5381
3662
7217
4810
3885
4226
18476
185

67761

33306
3209
8008
3833
8045

32310
2729

1109
1432
2890

67761

s 18t i's ol LA I = o P
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;[ Appendix
|
| Circulation by Classes
| Main Libp, Evans
Adult Child  branch Schoolsg
ral Works 378 30 82
J SOPhY 23414 14 68 0
jilo 0
Ligion 3441 353 194 548
0108y 4547 837 586 2242
y tales 0 2849 852 2529
1288 187 4 12 0
ginoe 2623 1675 794 1818
il arts 5455 1326 859 762
¢ arts 5321 1141 547 ol
prature 8398 1873 1087 1801
fstory 4757 837 729 2651
el 5489 1426 790 2943
Fogmphy 5050 718 451 1087
hition 114188 31915 31812 18351
rines 2988 951 2636 0
yreign books 358 0 2 0
atal coll, 2643 0 0 0
il 167333 45838 41501 34806
j Circulation by Months
y 14560 3784 4087 4236
fus 13280 4118 3208 0
iy 13183 3856 2733 0
fiust 13036 3822 2875 0
interber 13088 2993 3017 0
Mober 15449 3905 3728 4986
Inetber 15698 5167 4247 4718
tider 12858 3428 3480 3120
ary 14931 3508 3859 4637
Biryary 14159 3831 3732 4914
ke 13658 3690 3608 4440
ril 13354 3736 31572 3757
?ﬂ 167233 45838 41501 34806
Main Library
Mgy op 307
days open
m”edmly circulation ggg
%ﬁ daily circulation 1216
ui%tdaily circulation 579
"licals currently received
|
, Registration
Adult Child
lagg
'“’gwn force May 1, 1935 13322 i
mrw reglstered 3678 1459
gy *18 cards cancelled 756 4087
U force April 30, 1936 12

_ Per
Stationg Total cent
] 490 % b 4
10 2508 « 86
4 3439 1.18
15 8217 2.82
0 6230 S.14
0 203 «07
18 6928 2,38
3 8405 2.89
2l 7127 2.46
13 13170 4,53
9 8983 3.09
12 10659 3,68
37 7323 3.51
1475 197741 67.95
0 6575 2,26
0 358 o1l2
0 2643 424 ]
16817 290995
736 27403
0 20606
221 19962
83 19616
0 19098
0 28068
0 29828
577 23443
0 26935
0 26636
0 25396
0 24004
1617 290995
Evans Branch
306
135
289
19
13
Adult Child Total
1039 1220 20309
221 260 5735
254 344
1006 1136 18965



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
1935 -~ 1936

To the Honorable Mayor ang Commissionersg:

g . ¢ 7 T TR R s r s s s $36,500.00
ropriation ——
ron approp $16,500.00
» balance from 1934-35 tax levy, and forfei
2 ted
tax collected- 1933 ang prior years 14,817.83
+ fines, damaged and lost books 1,222.37
1 fees from non-residents 142.00
i rent collection 132.15
I other sources 48.58
Total regular receipts $32,862.82
on special appropriation for retirement of loan 2,398.00
Total $35,260.82
EXPENDITURES
;For salaries $19,433. 35
' Books 3,728.88
L periodiecals 492.25
f binding 1,510.46
| . supplies 637.5893
: [l repairs 309.01
" 1ight 90.29
r hian 955.78
" furniture 170-2
' telephone 8000
‘ " Postage, drayage, etc. g
\ n 355.91
ingurance
) 273.14
| miscellaneous
] ti
3 extraordinary expenses,-— remde?;ing e 2,503.55
| system, interior decoration, etc. $32,593.26
;, Total
F 2,405.00
Op ret
irement of loan $34,998.236
Total
A $262.56
- Anpy
A"rii %0, 1938~ Balance on hand prary Appropriation $20,000.00

30, 1938~ Balance due from Li
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Special Funds

Caroline S, Loeb Fund
Interest on fund

Total

Sarah Ellen Glore Fund
Interest on fund

Total

$500,00
65,08

$565.08

$150.00
« 87

$150,87

— e TIEY s = -



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
1935 ~ 1938

I, Minnie A. Dil1, Secretary of the Board of

Directors of the Decagtur Public Library of Decatur, I1linois
do hereby certify that the foregoing statement of the con-

dition and statistios of the library is true to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

Secretary, Board of Directors.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of May, 1938,

Notary Public.



SRR

BUDGET SUGGESTED FOR 1938

o
left gor emergencies

—_— — —
— e -

=-1937%
ESTIMATED RECEIPTS
il on hand April S0, 198 - _ _ _ _ _
e 700 1935-36 tax levy (g,f]tjr interest g Tosis Er;m_ - o= $262.56
.hgﬁls e seipts from fines, etce Eqile?t_t?x_e.S_are deducteq) $13,500.00
‘?af 1936-37 tax levy of $38,500 - _ _ S e - - 1,500. 00
& 0090900 0 T T T T e-. T 83, 735.00
Total - - - _
““““““ $38,987.56
BUDGET
1935-1938 1936-1937 Increase
sig8 $19,452,00 $19,572.00 120.0
e service 1,930.00 2 : 050.00 $120, 08
" 5,000,00 5,000.00
iiicals 575,00 575.00
sing 1,500,00 1,500.00
g8 600,00 675,00 75.00
it 80.00 80.00
wfture 1C7)8 . 88 150,00 50.00
rhone . 70,00
e, drayage, etec 75.00 75,00
illaneous 250,00 275,00 25,00
1 $31,332,00 $31,797.00 $465.00
“riinary expenses 2,840,00 2,000.00
i total $34,172.00 $33,797,00
EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES
bain librar :
Linoleumy (main floor, where now covered) $l,ggg-88
Two typewriters -
Desk for M. A, Dill 50200
Filing cabinet for pictures
Shades et
Ivans branch 65,00
Plaster repaired in basement room 825:00
lgra.linting, main floor, office and stairway 55 00
ades
= .00
Total - - - - - - - ¥l 000
$5,190. 56
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY
| SIXTYHSECOND ANNUAL REPORT

p

70 the Mayor and Commissionery of
the City of Decatur, Illinois

As bresident or
| public Library,

ity government,

The Board of Directors desires to call your specisal

| itention to the decrease of anticipatory powers used during the

I ast fiscal year, and to state the desire of the present Board to

be able to establish finances on g wholly

turse of the next

cash basis within the

two years. The Board further trusts that every

- lember of the City Council will continue the splend:g

Co=0Operation
odered to the Litrary during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

President.

T T R TR LEO L T
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7o the Board of Directors
pecatur Public Library

i Herewith is Submitted the Sixty-secong annual report of

the 1ibrary for the year ending April 30, 1937,

A survey of the year's work as shown in the Statisties
gives 1little evidence of the "gtorp and stress" of these twelve

busy months, in g11 departments of the N

ain library ang the Evansg
branch. The selection, ordering, cataloging ang otherwise

pre-
pering nearly 1,C00 books received from the Library Relief

Fund,
| through library's secong allocation of $2,875.50, was one large
factor in the year's work, The books which came through the

state aid were non-fiction ang included a11 classes, Many valuable

end useful sets were obtained, some being replecements or new edie

tons.  In addition to books, nineteen wall maps were obtained

| through this fund. These were of different countries and of Illinois,-

. Some being political, others physical. The regulsr book budget fur~
|

tished new titles ana replacements to the amount of $4,597 .06,

The fund crested by the Library Emergency Relief bill ex-
blres with June of this year, The Illinois Library Association is
ﬂmnuming a8 bill for the continuation of this fund- House B1il1l 758,
" seme amount, $600,000, 1s asked for the biennium for the purchase
"books for existing libraries, and an additional $200,000 for the

| *teblishment of a system of library service in rural communities,

- - tration of
md$ghogo to paghthe expenses lncurred 1in the administr
e geg,

Another bill is for certification of librarians.

This state 2id has helped materially in bullding up the
ds

depIeted book stock which was greatly reduced from lack of fun

are
duPingthe depression period. Libraries that received this help

aﬁedto Support the new bill

L
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nes 261,185- & loss of 29,810~ ang brings the r

of the pre-depression beriod,

34,175 volumes hagd g Ccirculation of 154,308, The lossg

here wasg 12,025
over last year, but of this amount non=

fiction shrunk by only 358,
showing that fiction resderps have not k

ept pace with those who borrow

The najority of library reports show
following the peak circulation of the first de-

the so=called sop0lig literature,

2 similar decrease

pression yeers. The improvement in business conditions generally snd

IPA work do not leave as much leisure time for reading.

The radio,

recreational programs, playgrounds, movies, cars, rental libreries

s ete,
ell contribute a part to the decresse in circulation.

However the 11-
brary is very busy with patrons wh

> °

Books requested or recommended by individuals,

classes or
clubs are added to the shelves.

Special care was taken to supply books

ritten by various lecturers who came during the season, if the books

ere not already on the shelves. The following books among non-fiction

hWEbemzunusually popular:

Brandes Wake up and live
Brooks Flowering of New England
Carrel Man the unknown
Chase Rich land, poor land
Childs Sweden the middle way
Coogan Money creators
DeKruif Why keep them alive
Farson Way of the transgressor

Inside Europe |
gz?;?zgn My great wide beautiful world ks
Heigser American doctor's odyssey
Hillis Live alone and like it -
Lawrence Seven pillars of architectur
Link Return to religion
Pearson & Allen ©Nine oi? Eiztory

erson
3???2“ EOW to be happy though human

1" ._
Ficti f rites were numerous but Margaret Mitchell's "Gone i
ction favo
Lt

14 regular
ththevﬁnd" led 811 the rest with 278 reserve cards for gu

— 5ympuroiiﬁr’ e
o ————— £
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Reference Department

The reference rcop now conteins 5,291 volumes
3

and other
referenceé works include boung periodicals 8,158 Volumes, ang public
socuments 3,843, Among the books addea this year were.
Dictignary of American blography. Ve20
Fitﬁmgh Concise blographical dictionary
Kunitz British authors of the nineteenth t
Lowell Index to handicrafts e
Parker

patrons show a lively interest in current events

vocational guidance

tloning, electricity, etec.

nembers in planning progrems

sfe,

tormal University extension course were placed on reserve.

Who's who in the theatre
Requests from students, club members and other library

s Iecent 1egislation,

s and technical subjects as television, air-condi-

As usual assistance has been given to club

» to students by looking up debate material,

Besides the usual reserve shelves, books for the Illinois State

Some of

tee interesting reference questions were:

Selary of the Archbishop of Canterbury

Jewlsh religion and 1life in China from early to modern times
Farming without soil

Women in government the world around

Lend grants to Illinois soldiers of Revolutionary war
Dutech emigrants who have become famous in America
Sodlum vapor lamps

Map showing an 0ld road between Pittsburgh and St. Louis

in the early nineteenth century

Statistics showing growth of population in Decatur and

the per cent of negro and foreign population

Date of patent on Ivory soep

Reading Room

be mentioned:
Among the new periodicals added thils year may be

» digest
“1erican forests magazine, Contest magazine, Editor, Education digest,

" _ s
"1e1d gng stream, Hearing news, Hobbies, Illustrated London news,

. 1 magazine, National
thly evening star map, National horticultural mag "

e were taken
f&rming’ Vital speeches, Volta reviewe Several of thes

bYt subscription to the Braille edition
5 Ubrary in previous years.

Mueller.
¥ Readept o digest was continued by Mr. Adolph

___#_g—J——”——*~25%5EEE1ICT" ;
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Children's Department
Thls department contains 8,232 Volumes ang

40,564 wepe
janed to the 5,857 juvenile capg holders,

teachers and?few other

wilth care s and the chilg-

en's reeding 1s guided when necessary and reference hel

P 1s given.
rls know how to use the catalog and find their

the buppetry work being done
tiet subject was much in demand.

i o rule the boys and g3

Y
oL

om booksy, ~ Because of In the schools

Book Week, November 15-21 was observed,- the theme this

rer being "Books to grow on", The room vas attractively decorated,

cal point being an immense blue umprella under which were placed

the newest books. The idea came from s book entitled "Told under the

tlue umbrella”,

The Doll house, made and furnished by the crippled children

f the Gunhild Johnson room in the Gastman school, was loaned to the

ildren's room for two weeks, and was much enjoyed by young and old.
e 6irl reserves of the French school exhibited the scrapbooks made
Wﬂmirgroup. Afterwards they were given to the Christmas store.
Catalog Department

Nowhere was the pressure of extra work felt more than in this
departn!mt,'because of the large and continuous shipment of books re-
tlved, 1 was impossible for one cataloger to put through the un-
el mimber, and aid was given by several members of the steff, at
iiffez‘en'ttimes. The totel number of cards filed in the various

455 were revised.
“logs wag 10 120, of these 8,665 were new cards and 1,45
J

Brief Records

186
dle 371
Periodicals subscribed 1,
Volumes sent to bindery 19,331
Books mended in library 4,381
Overdue notices sent 2'078
Reserve postalg sent 7,005
Psjctures loane aent
- tions 5
Camp Kiwanis- bg;iéegf discarded books s
CCC camps- t time work :
NYA girls given par

Burglars- number of visits



. and those in the

-~ md thirteen magazines sre currently received.

. T8 held in the basement,

. arded from above.

0oks to their teachers.

S
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répalred ang the walls

wpintede New shades were hung at all the windows o

n first floor,

basement turned or Supplied with better ones dig=-

Extra shelves were added on both adult end Juve=

New light fixtures Were placed at the entrance,
rsplaceé one stolen and the other damaged,

iile sections., b

The Evans branch now contains 6,089 books,- 3,258 fop

iults and 2,833 for children., There 1is g good reference collection,

. The clrculation was

1,720 volumes to the 1,993 borrowers. (lasses from the Durfee school

isited the library regularly for a reading period and reported on the
Through the winter months a story-hour club
each Thursday afternoon, with an attendance
'f about 20,

Special Collections

Both the pamphlet and pictire collections expanded to the

Uit of their contalners. Three new steel vertical flles of four

| “tawers egeh Were purchased for the pamphlets, and the wooden files

[/

3

"6 addeqd to the ones used for pictures giving a total of fifteen
ameps , Doors with locke were placed on the north wall in the new
stacksection. Expensive and valuable technical, scientific, and art

bookaaPe}tept here. These are loaned when called for.

Exhibits and Bulletins
Columbus week was observed by an exhibition of plctures
%“nby-um Dominican Chamber of Commerce. Navy day was recoginzed
?%%MP27, by bulletins and books displayed. Armistice day was ob-

o ts, such as helmets.
"ty o display of pictures and objects,
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500k feek was a "Pioneer fmily librar-yn.

The books were Joaned by
99 Baker, head of the loan departm

ent- many being 100 years old.
: qLittle books on big subjectg" consists of pemElets bn current n
.onal and world affairs,

Displays of books on the following sub jects were made

swrough the year, according to season and demends Better homes-

- utelde and inside plans andg furnishing; Gardening, with attractive

 utalogs from various nurseries and florists; Travel, with colorful

- posters of rallway and steamship lines; Child study and care, with

| the very suggestive poster "To spank or not to spank". Book jackets

of new bocoks are utilized all over the loan department, in reading

oom, etce Lo advertise the books in the library and to help brighten
1p the rooms.
Visitors

The University of Illinois Library School came here in
larch, on the inspection visit to libraries in Decatur, Springfield
ind Sts Louis. Besides this library, the Evans branch, the high school
brary and the 0. B. Gorin library at M1llikin were visited.

The Macon County school children and teachers visited
lecatur institutions all day April 16, and the library had 1ts share
" the 3,000 or more.

Library Meetings

The annual conference of the American Library Association
14 in Richmond, Virginia, was attended by the librarian. The trip
"3 made by motor with a group of Illinois librarians.

The state meeting was held in Peoria, Ocotber 28-30, and was
"tendeg by the librarian. Five members of the staff came over for
e day,

Th sonal meeting held in Urbana, April 8, was attended
ine reg

oy Yrs, Ruek Board member, and the Misses Dill, Wayne and Pollock.
+ Buckner,

lgq Dil1] the program at the af ternoon session, presenting none
was on 2]

ks,
flction of the past six months, and reviewed briefly three books

gy F vy AR T [ R =
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Staff

| The only change on the staff was the reslignation of Miss
' grgaret Hogle who was married, Septemper 19, to NMr. Charles Hobbs,
im@mdhst was given in her honor by her assoclates, at which time
anjeof silver knives and forks was presented., Miss Dora Hewiltt,
ﬁamguikin graduate, who was here as an NYA worker, was given a regu=-
;1Mpoﬂ110n at the loan desk. Because of continued i1llness on the

staff, Mrs. Hobbs substituted part of the time.

Talks on the library and books were glven by the following:

Miss Wayne, before the P.T.A. of the Oglesby school on "How

the modern library serves the publie".

Miss Keyl, to the Adult education supervisors on the "Use
| of the 11brary"; and before the Library club of Mt. Pulaski on "Enjoy=
rent of books",
Miss Pollock, before the P.T.A. of the Warren school, showed

{ine editions of children's books with comments, and distributed lists

of recommended books for young people.

Miss McCulloch, et the Y.W.C.A. to the Girls stay-at-home
. tnp on YRecent books for older gilrs",.
Miss Leek, to a group of women 1n the Adult education class

2
ts, at
. M "Jge of the children's room"; and to parents of the Cub scouts,
T brary" and comments on the

| "¢ Presbyterian church, on "Use of the library

| W scout 11ist.

For the continued confidence and interested response of the
or Y

d
therg 4o everything that concerns the 1library, and for the loyalty an

ressed.
“0perstion of the staff, sincere appreclatlon is here exp

Respectfully submitted,

Librariane
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Appendix

Contents of Library

uy 1y 1936 =  books on hand

pdditions:
Purchase (new) - = - = - - - o - - - _ _ _ 1162
Purchase (replacements) - - - - - - _ _ _ 1740
| Donation (Illinois library relief fund) . 1052
i Bindery Bl T e 171
| Books found = previously missing - - - - - 46
Total added - - - - - - - - . 4171

Losses:

ﬁ Worn out end withdrawn (including those
missing in inventory) - 27865

Lost and pald for - = = = = = = = - - - - - 20
Lost and not paid for - = = = = = = = = = - 27
Total 1088 = = = = = = = = = 2812

hril 30, 1937 = Dbooks on hend = = = = = = = = = = = - =

-.----"‘-——---—
- em



Accessions According to Classirs

No.v0ls.in

Accessions by Departments

Lib'y May
1,1936

qul HOrKS 58 %’?
1180pBy 1796
o 7860
108y 207
g0 3499
1108
ﬁ arts 222%
'-g irts
E I Y
i
* 3885
- 4226
on 18476
+in books 185
: 67761
11ibrary
ggtdept:
Jtlating 33306
‘ference 3209
‘ind period, 8008
le docs. 3823
k‘ld dept ° 8045
" branch
‘:lilt dept v 3210
. gdept, 2729
+Ind bpaneh
Ut gepy, 1109
4, Gept, 1432
e, 2890
: 67761
’ “llection 140

LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
1936 - 1937

Appendix

Additions

(new
replaced

found ang
transferred)

122
66
62

456

6

131

307

231

294

122

168

234

1943
1

4173

2288
108
153

21
655

233
380

542

4180

Withdrawsils
(worn out
transferreg
and missing)

25
48
29
201
S
113
143
88
180
78
104
65
1721
14

2814

1421
26
4€8

187
276

88
351
2821

B - SN 0 W] 7 et - S

cation

No.vols.in
Lib'y Apriz

30,1937

8737
935
1829
8115
208
3517
0545
38086
7331
4854
3979
4395
18698
172

69120

54173
3291
8158
3843
8232

3256
2833

1021
1432
2881

69120
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Appendix

Circulation by Classeg

e A
e S G

Adult Child  branch Schools Stations 5 Pep
otal cent
I pp82 24 51 - 334 55
o 2054 288 93 486 0 =787 1.05
; 4513 532 334 2411 0 2919 1.12
s 2703 733 2360 2 ol 2.99
it 146 o) 71, 0 7 5803 228
! 2435 1496 404 1732 5? 157 e
g 5452 1329 686 696 o 6118 2.34
b 5394 937 489 110 - 8170 Bl
v, 8452 1741 841 1605 e 16936 2.66
j 4182 664 522 2362 a1 3635 4,86
| 5093 1110 581 2789 18 s 2.96
: 1 3067
g 5260 575 305 1043 14 7206 "
" 101621 28466 24751 18015 2wl
| 3160 681 188 796 173649 6,49
A S 0 0 5724 2.19
oks 202 0 2 0 0 ;
i 3385 0 0 0 204 208
1l 0 3385 129
154308 40564 31725 33609 979 261185
Circulation by Months
12083 2632 2475 3774 0 20964
11770 3286 1935 0 281 17272
11608 3175 1832 0 154 16769
11593 2965 1931 0 0 16489
" 12237 2717 2379 0 544 17877
: 14663 4111 3558 2505 0 24837
! 12920 4767 3274 5051 0 26012
! 12386 3283 o917 3767 0 22153
! 14130 3375 3057 3862 0 24424
1 13718 3424 2941 5168 0 25251
14333 3614 3001 5095 0 26043
12867 3215 2625 4387 0 23094
154308 40564 317256 33609 979 261185
Main Library Evans Branch
E layg open 306 ;82
~£?3°irculation. 63" 259
-Hlychmulation 1295 28
1:312 J tirculation 510 13
Wrrently received 301
Reglstration
4n Lib Evens bre. Total
Adﬂit“ child Adult child
N 7 1006 1136 18968
1y May 1, 1936 12756 400t 159 211 i
4 Slstereg 3094 g4 271 248 e
Hopee " CeNcelled St %éSV 894 1099
“® April 30, 1937 12268



FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1936 - 1937
To the Honorable Mayor and Commlssionersg.
gantlemen:
e
I herwlth submit the followin
report of th
of the Public L1 - e financi
andition brary for the year ending April 30, 1037.
¢ appropriated by the City Council - - _ _
jpoud YEOURERL = = el L $37,500,00
RECEIPTS
lation
syon 8PPTOPT $10,500,00
K balan061§:°%63955-36 tax levy, and forfeited
tax collec 19 ,541,.67
1 fines, damaged and lost books 1,295,110
| 1 fees from non-residents 148,50
v pent collection 169.25
" other sources 47 .18
Totel regular receipts $31,701.67
- from speciel appropriation for retirement of loan 29503.72
! Total $54,205039
t EXPENDITURES
fr salaries $19,385.65
‘. " jenitor service 2,055.00
't ' Booka 4,597.06
.l " periodicals 512.20
' Epplies 761 .59
repairs 546,18
i n 11ght 46,40
et 905,48
furniture 597 227
telephone RESES
C
Postage, drayage, etc s
h €l
insurance b
279,16
miscellaneous
189043
Potal regular expenditures $31,
| Pop 2,505,00
: Tetirement of loan
| $353,6940.43
tal
r <0 $510.96
. 130, 1937 - balence on hand

l ADru 30, 1937 - balance due from Library Appropriation $27 ,000.00

PR D> e . A

b Eeiier- -
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| Special Punds

Caroline S, Loeb Fund $500,00
Interest on fund : 73,58

Total $573,58

Sarah Ellen Glore Fund

$150.00
Interest on fund Oeld

Total $153.13

I Tl Tl ~ it

égﬁphéollcr. 3




FINANCIAL STA'I‘EMENT
1936-19

I, Minnie a, Pill, secretary of the Boarad of

jirectors of the Decatur Public Library of Decatur, Illinois

0 pereby certlfy that the foregoing statement of the cone

gtion and statistics of the library is true to the best of
1y inowledge and belief.

Secretary, Board of Directors.

subscribed and sworn to before me this day of May, 1937.

Notary Publilc.

N R oan® Ay
— ?ﬂ“)r/r-u"l‘"r’ 4




i pecel?

paervice

duls
i

i

s, irayage, ete
1ee

.qneous

ts from fines, etc
33 tax levy of £38,000

BUDGET SUGGESTED FOR 1937 <

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS

1936=1937

$19,572,00
2,050,00
5,000,00
575000

1,500.00
675,00
590,00

80.00

1,000.00

525,00
70,00
7500

375,00

275,00

$32,462 .00

-_-—'-—a-

BUDGET

1937-1938

$20,952,00

2,160,000
3,825,00
200,00
200,00
1,500,.,00
700.00
800.00
80,00
1,000.00
415.00
65,00
65,00
37500
27500

$32,962.00

UNUSUAL EXPENSES
(Included in above estimate)

1938

= = = = o

Increase
$1,380,00
110,00
200,00

25,00
110,00

$500 .00

Woodwork in vestibule, also front doors, refinished
Stairway refinished

lew treads on stairway
loseic floor in vestibule, repaired.

Irlveway to enlarge parking space at rear ©
latalog cases

Bsk for 1ibrarian

£ building

- e
- o e
- e i
=

- o e
- -
= = e
=

23,000,00
1,500,00
28,500.00

$53,510,96

Decrease
—_—

$1.,175,00

254,00

110,00
5,00
10,00

$200400

$200,00
215,00
50,00

$665000

e ey R
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DEPOSITED FOR ACCOUNT OoF -

| v Date \wWiAME25, 1037

: ..J{_-_',.@ﬁ._,‘..
kel 3 4 ; DEPOSITED F‘Q"AC%UNT OF
""""""""""""" S L 3 < fgph
........ - ‘ . X
'L';'}ﬂl'i;a
............................................................................................................. qe._,,f_;;%._. R I———
IN . : vy :‘
THE MILLIKIN NATIONAL B ANK & ., 8 ——
DECATUR, ILLINOIS IN e, Sves
In makfng this deposit and at all times in dofog ek THE MILLIKIN NATIONAL BANK
:;itht:;ss :::111: tt:;t_ deposit:::r specifically agrees to allne:; DECATUR, ILLINOIS
© concitions printed on the reverse side hereof. In making this deposit and at all times in doing business

with this bank the
Currency

depositor specifically agrees to all of
the terms and conditions printed on the reverse side hereof.

Choeks.c.coniesmmaon |
Coll Vou ;?115? 7

|
(135 & Forfeited . |
Radded) 5,817 41 L»O./?T_\O?.‘ i _,_-377 1!

f 178 -~ 1 |
L S b A e -
Forfelted & zdd.)\ 523,21

= — - w WA LANCIL U




CITY o Dncqo'

PUBLIC LIBRARYV
—— s

ATUR, IILINOIS.

TAX

O

¥ Objections
led to the State

ction

qlectors Cormission
ks Extension Tee

-0=
COLImeT ION REPORT

L

364855.35

¢ 742’66

5,082,.48 39825.14

%

w 029730.21

4 654.60

64.F9 719,909
I0N - From 1€35 Tevy+ ,
' LA 5 32,010.99
Date
-.\téogd\‘.varrants Retired % 18,500.00
& 425.93
1.32 2+500.00
0 193¢ 2,500. 00
! 2,800.00
4y 1936 2,300, 00
9, 1936 3,300, 00 0,395,93
due final settlement 1935 Ievy 8 1,685.69
Tex Collected S B3s736.81
394.01 4,131.72
nce due Library Tund 5 5,817.41
pecial Levy $ 2,712.48
atements & Objections & 55.07
eited to the State 228.56 283.63
Bction $ ?,425.85
ollectors Commission o 48.58 554 30
lerks Extension Fee 6,72 SR

WTI0N - 1935 special Ievy

€ final settlement

Tax Collécted

#lan : gin .
U0Ce due Special Library Fund

SLACE pup IiBRAmY TN

| TION WARRANTS -~ Qutstend’

h 800 Dated July 29,
‘ 801 " Auge. 28

193€
10736

gk Illinois.
[/ 15th, 193y

“ 9723
" __26.43

TOTAL

& 0 373,55

ks
1,9'75000
4 30R,.55
12266

oD, 2)

a . 6’139062

a4 4,900.00
_2,700.00

a _Z?GOO'OO

Resnzctfully submitted,




PUBLIC LIBR/RY

-Qe
GITY OP DECATUR, ILLINOIc
=0

T4X COLLECTION REPORT

jlection 1936 Levy

Tection 1939 & Prior Yeers
Tex Collection
/i jections Overrulec

jnt Due Library Fund

unt Peld to Date
# 12082 verrents Retired
12082 Interest on Varrants
12228 Nillikin Bank-Libpary
”n

12418 . "
12653 n o i
12829 » " "
13001 » . !
By 11 " T
B31 13335 . T
57 13663 " -
a " .

91 13501

'. :tﬁml Settlement

R .

$ 620,78
_22695.85
$ 690.55
6L+37

¢ 2,928.54
51391
29409

$ 10,500.00
296.52
2,200.00
2,300,00
2,500400
2,500.,00
2,000.00
3,000.00
2,500400
1,000.00
1,500.00

¢ 37285435

5! 326065

3 3”"0 5‘7 072

T5kh.92

392T71.90

s 37’0’4!-&070

20!296.22

$ _6,7u8.18

¥~
.-
e
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DECATUR PUBLICc LIBRARY

SIX’I‘Y-THIRD ANNUAT, REPORY

Jayor and Commissioners of
J

ti”f pecatur, Illinoisg
g

(rien covers in a very fine way, in our opinion, the activ-

uf one of the main functions of city government,
The Board of Directors desire to advise you that during

ging £iscal year, the library will be operated on g strictly

lsls, vhich we understand will pe the first time since the

igment of a Library Board in 18785 .

The present Board further concurs in the expressed hope
¢lbrarian that before thre close of 1938,- it will be possible
«“pen the East End Branch, that was closed for lack of funds

“bya former Board.

In conclusion, we desire to express our appreciation for

dilmed splendig co=cperation rendered the Library by the entire
imed] ,

Respectfully submitted,

President
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o the Board of Directors
pacatur Public Library

\ Herewith is Submitted the 8ixty-thirg annmual report of
e 1brary for the year ending Apriy 30, 1938.

We have no startling innovations to report during the
 qar just completed, dbut every department of the library has been

wey serving patrons and in carrying out the administrative,

tech-
ncal and clerical duties entailed.

The main objective to those in charge has been not only

to keep within the budget but to save along the way in order to

get on & cash basis. If this has been accomplished as we have

flgured, we hope to be able to open the East End branch again,
closed In March 1932 because of lack of funds. To open a branch
in this séction wlll be an exciting and happy event for all 1li-
trary workers, as the regrets on closing were great. The people
in that community near the former location, we hope will welcome
dreal branch near them, as both adults and children made constant
8¢ of it before. It was a great ald to puplls in hearby schools.
Adult education, or self-education, 1s the watch-word in
‘e of the programs for general improvement today. This can not be
* “rried on without books, and public libraries must be used as in-
: format on centers where books, periodicals, pamphlets, pictures,
. %P3, etc. can be obtained for informative and recreational reading.

Branch libraries should be located in various sections of
e ¢ty near the people, as the main 1library 1s too far away for
"0y to use,- 1t means traffic hazards 6p bus fare. The schools in

t each
“lylng a1stricts need more than the small collections sent ou

ar fpom the library for recreational reading in the elementary grades.
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P referenceé books, standard ang eurrent books g

mpa’rﬂdicals’ a card catalog, Plcture file

n all classes,

It should be
9 ant TOOW In which to stay and read books and mg

gazines, ex-
100 collection on the shelves

» and where gig would be given
s cholce of reading and help in the use of reference books ang
atalog by a trained andg €Xxperienced librarian, who becomes ac
ol vith the tastes and hobbies of hep patrons,

As a forerunner of g branch, a few deposit stations should

Eopen'ed in other sections for adults, as the children have the

wl tollections. All public libraries in the country that are

s the best results- both in figures and in giving satisfaction

helr citizens- have branches and more branches when possible,

yoany deposit stations.

Contents and Accessions

In round figures we have now passed the 70,000 mark in the
“mumber of volumes in the library system. The number of books
- new, replacements, gifts, etc. was 3,127, but the net amount
Yuly 1,156, as those worn out and withdrawn from hard usage or
@ Teasons totalled 1,971

While we have had no state aid this year as in the blennium
‘“‘m’&, the financial statement shows that the amount spent for
o vag $3,825.00, Many valuable and useful books and sets were
" top the main 1ibrary, Evans branch and the school collection.

It was pleasure for the librarian, assistant librarian and
AL departments to select and order books, but no easy job when

4 ity
Yavns r our own communlvy,
%vemg to get the best and most needed ones fo

0o least
Wiy W weak clesses, edd important reference works, get at

' d always
“Mm‘m of current best-sellers and other popular books, an

‘!’ o -
et Pequests of the public have first consideration

ne in one
 The flood of publications in the United States alo
\

of these the library

}gg“about 10,000 volumes. For the evaluation
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1th6 pest bibliograpgical aigg

»

catyg
; 9 logs for oldepr books

library bulleting,
3 107 current books, in addition to the bewildepry

}T{ ng array
jhors catalogs, but the fingjl decision from among th

g@mf very desirable titles is difficult, Meny things must
qud and welghed in the balance &8s to the desirability of

‘;4634.91‘- that, 1f the book fund is to be carefully Proportioned
ﬁn?ﬂi‘f‘hne volumes added for the benefit of al] ages and classes

m;zens.

'Jot only do we select books for the library but often are

iir suggestions for patrons' own libraries. Frequently our

uis8 been asked as to the value of certain subscription books
Mtis a work about which we know nothing we have a very use-
jilication 1ssued by the American Library Association entitled
;seéi}ption Books Bulletin" to which we gladly referred them.

wof this reference periodical would save many householders

ritss‘fﬁ_or having been persuaded by a glib book agent to purchase
dirtor work.,

Periodicals

Periodicals subscribed for number 186 and 118 are gifts.
’“fff}ﬂ:hese are filed currently in the reading room but some are

uhmd where useful in reference, catalog, children's room, or
Yattyee,

:‘.,New magazines added this year are:

American observer
Antiques

Canadian forum
Commentator
Consumers'! digest
Journal of geography
New Yorker

World horizons
Writer

Loan Department 1t does library
. 8
The Adult cipculatlon department’ gerving a

- to satisfy
¥, o ninety, tries
-Tenging in age from fourteen to
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ﬁﬁm of tastes and interests,
AR

There are Pérennial cajlg

types of books,= westeprn for one reader
’

Am
‘,;i”;igi"“s books for a thirg

i

s Spley adventure for young peopl
gtories for older readers. v

The Seasonal trend Seldom variesg-
'@‘poultry_raising books in the Spring, andg house plansg
Vo ;

in win-
gﬂ,’_Q;_and checkers and all the other hobbies,

There is always the

each bringing calls fop certain
Jood elmost treading on each othert's heels,

" da.zs
w@ssi‘m of "high and holy days",

The new pamphlets
3@343’1‘1 community entertainments have proved life-savers many

;mmvpast year, and especially it was g Jjoy to have adequate
gafor the Christmas demand.,

the P«Es Ao and the W. P. A. and other alphabets come to us for
dthate We journey through the year with students from all the

i,%iling as they do, sometimes more than they do, over reports,

km papers, and commencement programs. The boys and girls graduated

mors are Almost. invariably those who have used the library most
aklys

"~ folorful jackets of the new books are posted where people may
@oven though the book itself has already been taken out. By a
*mﬁrwtive estimate, some 1700 book jackets were trimmed and posted.
’**Wﬁ' large bulletin boards add much to the appearance of the reading
g of texture which takes thumb tacks easily.

A3 every week with us is a book week, we make not much obser¥-

"1 the aault department. Nelther is it practicahle to get up

m‘?f-ihr each of the innumerable "Weeks" that overlap one another

Uk + ek, Boy scout
the’mll‘o Many of them however, such as Muslc week,

ized by
R%,” homes week, Business women's week, we have recogn

| of movies,
%"‘P%ters and collectionse Posters on Safety, Choice

i H4
b'g’“’m% and other subjects have peen kept in the reading room
lar r 1ctures on
09 ge bulletin board has car 1ed posters and p

ge travel posters on

England ’ the

nt"themeso We have had new 1ar
Vh,

", tustra1ia, Japen, ete-
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Loan Department (Cont'd)

‘,::j'n.incolni 8 birthday and W&Shing ton!

Mmde memorable by plctures

Janitopsg from the cover

round,
ﬁgpﬂw plays being given by radio last Summer were

o ¥shakespeare on the air"

Jpsine and put up with g deep blue backg Plctures of
p 3 of the

bPosted under

and another display which causeq
perest and comment was msade from a last year's calendap re
| ’ )

Alons of old American prints in Soft and beautify) colors

pilepleys, changed more frequently, have been such as the fol

ySlenten reading , Making the most of yourself, Good companions,"

wy otherss One which was put up with some misgivings was "Dis-

jynot for the average reader". Rut the cleverly implied challenge

igptied the shelf, though the books were 211 of the type once des-
Mus "deep" reading.,

fhere has been considerable increase in the use of technical
'ud those on the social sciences and, although the fiction cir-
abas dropped, there was gain in non-fiction » making the total
"hFthe year very small. The constant endeavor has been to fit
Weto the reader and the reader to the book, to answer queries,
'alepl;one and otherwise, as well as possible, and to keep the nec-

Ytecords accurately. We have lost by death some valued patrons,

"ave moveq away, but new borrowers become friends of the library.

0} from the
'hlf&ttention has been given to young people who come to us fro

L tly brought a class
qale“‘!’551‘00m. A junior high school teacher recently

. th
W4 come again soon wi
*the library explained to them, and is to

LI
Soups,

_ le have bemn

. d then mounted
*d'-;gpom Mscarded books, magazines and newspapers an i
ew”r“l'dboam and occasionally plctures have been g 4

“L ’ was purChasedo
“ Portfolio of Famous Pictures

tures w
"‘fsivou e containing four pletu
M8, each separate envelop

These consist of

ith &
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,, Loan Department (Contvd)
laaflet "Lessons in Art Appreciation"o

Reference Department

‘;"',.-The reference department hag had the follows

Ng helpful
pto its book content:
fudubon Birds of America
pond Encyclopedia of Americ
- pouglas American book of days o0 antlques
fneyclopedia of Canada. 6V,

Harper's encyclopedia of art.,

2v,
Home book of Shakespeare quotati

ons

_fumphreys Weather proverbs ang arad

Hutechinson's technical and scientifilc) enc;iiipedia. 4v
partridge Dictlonary of slang and unconventional E;xglish
~ Roos Illustrated handbook of art history
. Shankle American nicknames

Splcer Book of festivals

Stedman Practical medical directory

‘Price & Ticen Index to vocations

Paulmeier Index to holiday plays for schools
Logasa Blography in collections

- The department now includes 3,339 volumes in the reference
;8352’0 bound periodicals and 3,830 public documents, also about
ﬁefﬁohtical and physical maps of the different continents.
hgsther with the 35,125 volumes in the circulating department
B‘Bi@tjerial furnished by the picture and pamphlet files, have

W‘g;answer a great variety of interesting requests, a few of
LA

- Remodeling apartment houses
5 %nterior decoration for a homz ggggig% Toxas
- Information sabout soil in For °
_ How orphans are cared for by the different churches
‘Fads and fancies in American costume
- Hobbied of femous people
Cosmetics and the drug law
'jnasuerreotypes
‘Hhetworld as a community
Zartha Berry School
" g%ends angystories of the strawberry
Teeping bent grass
Yames & 10cations of Macon Co:L
“men as diplomats, artists,

rurael schools
viators, scientists

. 1 unions, for
Thepe have calls for material on industrie 1ty act,
' 1 secur

‘Olhigge benefit. Minnesota nuisance 18¥S, Socia

. ’ etc, also for

1}3.-:,
%ﬁ
1§a °f books to review.

book reviews
ffecting women and children,
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Reference Department (Cont! d)

4t the request of the High schoo]l teachers

) ShelVes of
é,.been reserved for the students to use here in the 11

@bis pas also been done for several ¢lubs and for debate

Children's Department
" ?J"-:jThe children's department had a Successful year with the

o picking up to the extent that there was g fain each
i,_f"a-,,;the last five months.

- Seventeen rooms of children from the city schools and three
;.;ggiéols visited the children's room during the year- this does
;ﬂiﬁ@e.the eleven rooms of children whd visited during Book Week,
"";;‘ﬁﬁeading- the magic highway to adventure" was the Book Week
s;t;oié‘j193'7° The children's room was decorated with pirate cut-outs.
ege@hate ship in full sall complete with skull and cross-bones
siasa display table for attrat¢tive new books of adventure.

L k doll collection was started this year. During Book Week
Ispresenting Lucinda, the main character in Ruth Sawyer's

Wmedal book, "Roller skates", was on display. During the
&lf;,‘jiibrary conference held in Decatur in March, "Heidi" joined

" llection, to
‘M hope to add at least one doll a year to the co ’

"‘ﬁﬁffamous juvenile book characters.

1 P-T. Aogroups
‘The Children's librarian gave talks to severa

\ University to a
*# and 1n Bement. She also spoke ab Millikin

n's literature. She

in Decatur
0 t bookse
; ' sDea.king on Recent children's

da at
ain library an
v’f«ehristm tory hours were neld at the o
: as sto

> gstories
rian also told e€hristmas
1g libra

y the Mueller Company:

Ebranch° The Children
‘F%‘l children's party glven
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“schoo], use€.

Catalog Department
me classification

giucindes among other qualities, knowledge of books. t h
i » LlecCh-

gedninistrative ebility, and the cepacity for taking infi it
; Infinite

mese flgures give very little i1dea of the work entailed

fotal number ¢f new cards made
Totel number of cards revised 9,549

Total number cf cards filed in catal S
0f the cards- N 10,978
Prinzed L(iibrary Of Congress cards used were 6,593
Iyped cards 7
2,054
Brief Records
Tolumes sent to bindery 1,494
Books mended in library 15,€97
Overdue notices sent 4,015
Reserve postaels sent 1,238
Metures loaned 5,783
Staley deposit station- books loaned 806
lon-resident cerds purchased 140
(amp kiwanis- books loaned 374
6lrl scouts camp- books loaned 51
LY.A. girls given part time work 2
Birglers visits =
Evans Branch
umber of

‘ ney departure at the Branch was the increased n
the library was open every

he first month 84 adults

ty

¥iing, Beginning February 1,
Iy

" ome o'clock instead of two, and in ©

br
M September through April, s was

.“‘

q'ez‘ .
} ®nade and explanation of th
f

e use of the books and catalo
jdey after-
] wes held every e
" bPanch 1ibrarien. A story bour v
& hour /
is s story ’
“ary, with a special chri.stma

embel 1% 5

A
B
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Evans Branch

(Contsd)

Bullding and Furni Shings

T’ work in the vestibule, the outsig th
e dOOI‘S an
d €

ﬂthe first to t new
he second floors were refi
ds . nished and
he stairs and rubber mats at th e
€ landings

‘ﬁﬁ,repaired at the front and at the rear of
of bullding
o Storm

_ﬂu;_pflaced at five windows.

A x:ew desk with matching catalog cabinet was bought

m;ian s offices Two other catalog cabinets were pir rfor

nme catalog room and the other for the index to the z;ised-

iifgfvlarge bulletin boards were placed in the readingproo:re

i_;,t':l»x"e‘;shelving on north wall, These improve the appearanc e

mﬂy. Other minor repairs were made to keep the buildin: :.f -
n

iml'? R

Library Meetings

’The ann
i ual conference of the Illinois Library Assoclation

go at the Palmer House, November 3-5 and was attended

Wﬁﬁ"seg
Dill, Wayne and ¥hite. 1t was very well attended, as

*"’“fract
f 8, and the meetings and specisal dinners were interesting.

s held in the children's

A Regional Library conference W&

‘4&
) Harch 30, with an attendance of about ninety including

Mr. Shi 1ling president

libpa
M
N8, Board eand staff members,
members wéntt: ¢&o

ha "elcomd the group and he and four otherc
On
8 the Congregational churche

is 1ibrarian,

The next day

talked on"Recent

- 7188 MeCulloch, children
she accompanied

v o

Bokah
%0ks" and had 11sts to &1
tings, to

spnngfield, who was in charge of all the meso

o
8he repeated ner talke




10

1937 - 1938

Cooperation ang the Schools

e high school and junior high school librarigng
& 9
g of

Printed Report-

#emell folder with brief facts op the history of the
71815193

8 and its resources, together with current financial
uﬂbs!,. ¥as published in January.

fhféli‘br&rians, and a selected 1list of obhers in the United States

Copies of these were mailed to

!—’lﬂge for reports they had sent.

0ne of these was also malled, with a copy of the A. L. A.

4

g&Bemember the 1library" to each attorney and trust officer in the

i@es that the library might be suggested to clients when wills
%‘imade.

Many libraries over the country have endowments and the

“’L"ibrapy Associstion recommends that libraries:seek additional

;@l“"hich to expand and promote necessary library work, for

“Ial levies do no bring in enough income. -
the teache
0ur library reports will be distributed in town to

They have already been given to
ibrary,

4y patrons who wish themo

t in the 1
‘?‘mbers of the Women's Club at the time they me

Staff precedented

an un

staff-
%6 were rive pesignations on the

® yeap,
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s Bernice Osborn, g Part-time as

Sistant’
iy the Public 8chool Health dep&l‘tment
4 °
¢

jiss Charlotte Oakes Téslgned tq enter the Lib
rary

:jﬁrsity of Michigan, but will return to our librgm

Jut cataloger.
;

jiss Louise Keck and

. the formér is now Mrs, Lloya Roy or Champa 1
W

. lirs. Margaret H, Hobbs, urs. Vera vy,

Schoby anga Miss Mabel
jell former members of the staff fi1lieg in with substitute work

lired Johnson and Miss

Frances Dawson came on the staff in

fwepprentices. Mary Ellen Shulke does page work at Evans

i lhere was fine cooperation and ready response to all calls

Il some overtime work when necessary,

The Board on 2ll occasions have shown interest and
“ilne support to plans for library imrpovement, looked after

dul
Wiattg and mage good suggestions; my apprecietion is X
u&_d.

Respectfully submittied,

L brarian.
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Appendix

Contents of Library

pooks on hand - « - - . _

=
=
= e
= e = .
=

I 195'1 !

me:
e (new) = = - = - - - _ _ _ o

;{.ﬁﬁse (replacements) - - . _ - lggg

wﬂ"“ (Illeliberelief fungd, & others)_ 619

ﬁgg found- previously missing - - - _ 12,?
Total added - - - - - - . _ 3127

808¢

jm out and wlthdrawn S M e s e 1884

mt and pald for - - - - - - - - - - - - 30

mt and not paid for - - - - - - - - - - 57
Total 1088 = = = = = = = - = 1971

®,19% - books on hand = - = = = = = = = = = - =

70,276
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Appendi x
Accessions According t
. g to Classification
90,7018 o0 Additions .
NLibly May (new W--’fhdrawals Noe.volg,.1
1,1937 réplaced % pomn out Lib'y a Qi?
found ang ang&nsferred 30 1139.'.‘3‘(:3
transferred) mlssing) |
5737 10¢
| 1829 72 33 D0
! 8115 303 1 18e8
? 208 8 °s 8250
| 3517 94 0 i
- 5545 221 100 il
! 3805 175 50 o686
B 7 197 o1 Sy
. 4854 174 e
62 4966
3979 1g7 91 4055
1 4395 192 73 4514
| 18698 1225 1185 18738
ok 172 134 8 208
69120 3127 1971 70276
Accessions by Departments
I:nry
it
g 34173 1906 954 55125
u 3291 120 63 i
| 8320
fod, 8158 1835 - 3830
-”Eﬁ 8232 330 556
o 285
at, 3258 137 108 S
| 2812
mﬁh 2833 90 1t
thy 986
m. 1021 0 53 1432
i 142 0 320 Aedl
1976 TOETE

69120 3132

itoy 94
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| Appendix

Circulation by Classes

: Mein ILib,

")

“rrowers 140

@it Child breens
Adu branch Per
Schools Stations Total cent
406 11 31
2634 24 74 S 0 448 217
1938 277 95 576 0 2735 1005
5220 596 352 2114 8 e ae 1,04
2820 898 2699 28 6422 g.zg
172 0 8 0 °
2542 1007 358 1587 20 5180 07
6113 1251 694 1042 6 9106 '8
3.51
6070 787 461 328 15
7661 2.98
3962 814 501 2605 12 7894 3.05
4811 o78 472 3029 26 -
93185 350
5142 617 259 993 7
7018 2,71
98426 27940 24608 17777 1076 169826 65052
3507 472 2304 @) 0 6282 2,42
389 0 7 0o 0 396 015
3639 0 0o 0 0 3639 1.40
WI 152823 39363 31819 33946 1231 259182
‘ Circulation by Classes
i 11267 2513 2115 4020 0 19915
11086 3238 2164 0o 234 16722
11291 2009 1949 0 476 16825
10509 2218 1952 0o 140 1541¢
10911 2492 2391 0 0 15704
12744 3316 30086 4241 0 23307
13536 4104 3179 4936 0 25755
12825 3297 2682 3066 0 21870
15259 3833 3211 4167 381 26851
14663 3302 3103 4335 0 25403
15256 3893 3367 5004 0 27510
13376 3548 2710 4177 0 23811
152823 39363 31819 33946 1231 259182
; Main Library Evans Branch
Ry 306
‘JP:P of days open 222 104
.Pgege daily circulation 279 245
&mst Gally circulation 1 50 35
g,nogst daily circulation S o4 153
. "leals currently received 3
| Registration
i in Lib. Evans Br. .
: Adu%i child  Adult  Child Total
N 1099 18118
,iﬁ I force May 1, 1937 12268 3857 ggg 579 4231
ey 18 Pegigteped 2022 887 203 219 saot
I‘Oepa g re 2037 1072 17664
ty ,. cards cancelled 3672 846 093
1 force April 30, 1938 12153




FINANCIAL gp
1937 19§3EMENT

I herewith Submit

the fo13
gtion of the Public Litrg he 3o TePOTE of
o

Ty for the Year €nding A;?:ie.lféganfégé
() [ ]

-
- -
- -
--__

RECEIPYS $38 s000.00
tetiested T X 1O, o fortusien
| $26 9759,.14
¢ tax levy for 1937.328 2,200,00
1 fines, damaged and lost books 1,267,353
I gon-recident fees 149.00
+ rent collection 181,95
|r other sources 41,72
Total $30,599,14
(e special appropriation for retirement of loen 2,523.11
| Total receipts $33,122.25
DISBURSEMENTS i
'?:r salaries $19,149.43 "
' jenitor service 2,160,00 -
" books 3,822.69 B
T' periodicals 540.45
' printing 52.12
!. Muding 1,495.00
" 8ipplies 709448
I Topatrg 308,46
' lght 70,90
1 hegt 969 .88
‘. f\lmiture 289.46
| %lephone o
| st 66.23
! 8¢, drayage, etc 362 .45
\ teurence 212.17
m“%llaneous $30,282.54
liy Wirg, Total 2,595,00
,; ent of lcan ts $32,877.54
1 disbursemen
Total $244.71

by
Ly
Y, 1938 . balance on hand
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Special Funds

cardline S. Loeb Fund
Interest

Total

Sarah Ellen Glore Fund
Interest

Total

$500.00
79,32

$579 .32
$150,00

4,65
$154,.55
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I, Minnie 4, Dix]1 , S€Cretany of the Board of

5 °

of the Decatur Publie Library of Decatyp I1linog
§I0s ’ 9 nolis
Z‘L,-;-; certify that the fO I"Sgoing sta te

I'F-"nd statistics of the librer

Y is true tq the best of
end bellief,

Secretary, Board of Directors.

,-;;;; end sworn to before me this

day of May, 19038,

Notary Public.




SUGCGESTED BUDCEY, 1938 193
- 9

ESTIMATED RECEIP®S

120 195738 tax Tovy (ation a”
|Pee from 1857~ 8X levy (after 82 oan . .- = = = -
ﬁ:: ost. $2,000 loss from mcolle%?;égo% anticipation ¢ 24471

p__ @ = @ = o e ---_..--_ a.KeB -h&v
a::d}m fines, ete - - - ;

- ey
= = e e - -

Total ’ "
al rece
pts - ... $38,544.71
BUDGET
1937-1938 1938=-1939 Inerease Decrease
$20,952.00 $21,000.00 $48.00
& . - ®
m“ 2,160-00 2 '160 -00
3,825.00 6,350.00 2,525.00
I §50.00 575.00 25,00
200,00 200,00
1,500.00 i,800.00 300.00
700.00 725,00 25.00
800,00 200,00 $300.,00
80.00 80,00
- 1,000.00 1,000.00
| 415,00 300 .00 1135.00
| @5.00 95,00 30,00
fpege, ete 65.00 75,00 10.00
t 375.00 375 .00
g 275.00 300,00 25.00

$32,962 .00 $35,535.00 &2 ,873.00
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAT, REPOET

1938 - 1939

07 gnd Comnissioners of

p of Decatur, Illinois

Attached hereto, you will fing the detaileg annual
report

‘!mrarian and Secretary of the Board of Trustees covering ti
. ’ g tne
g of 1
(y activitie one branch of the city government.
You will note that $2,460.00, the final payment on the
qurtgage, was made during the year, and further that there are

wending anticipation warrants: thus the library for the first

sdecetur Library history i1s operating on a strictly cash basis,
The Board 1s agreed to a planned policy of rendering the

msible library service and facilities commensurate with cash
Your President and the following members of the Board de-

temress thelr sincere appreciation of the splendid cooperation

b
% the 11braryjthe City Council of Decatur.

Respecfully submitted,

Presldent.
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ard of Directors
[ptto LibTary

gerevith 1s submitted the sixty-fourth

8nnual reporpt
Jry for the year ending April 30 .
| ?

1939 .

gt 1s gratifying to report the increase or g 736 1
» n circu-

0Rer last year, after several years of graduail d
} ecrease.

s mall encouragement we shalil be hopeful of event
ntually

ghack to the high record of 1932 when everybody read., Th
o & ° ere

guore counter attractions as well as more employed H
« However

gtion i1s not the only measuring stick for service rendered;
3

s references are furnished for use in the library, elso many
s &

s enswered over the telephone. All departments are kept

all times,- selecting books, preparing them for circulation,

gntrons to find what they want, attending to the necessary

#routine, and planning ahead- always with the goal of better
fservice to more people, in mind.
e 11brary experienced the pleasure of receiving a Christmas

Uthe form of a check for $150.00 from Mr. W. E. Mueller, member

‘Berd of Trustees., In the accompanying letter lir. Mueller said

Ll - —
1%“ check is to be used for any purpose you may desire., Hav

m%uijn_my family I, of course, am more or less partial to the

4 te fund
g department. You may even want to put 1t in a separa

s ed for two
hdefinite purpose." part of this fund has been us

es of
Bflline racks for the children's OO0 o These useful pilec

%add much to the appearance of the roome .
: T - as presente
Aphotograph Of the 1ate Comander e N e }?Od&,e w p

radies of the . A. R., at &

§
R}
Ty by the Reynolds circle, senior Con-

on Armistice daye
accepted for the

=0 .

s {this group in the Y.W.C.A- 111
i . d Miss D
E Kemp made the presentatlon an

)

)
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Accessions and Contentsg
Lo 1ibrary now contains 71,930 Volumes 1ip T
e

bei in the Eva [
,gfthﬂae ng N8 branch ang 55114 in the
$5,5.’56.60 was spent for books- o
o

replacements., Manvy b
!mdssg Y Dbooks addeg Were the requests of pa-

11y groups needing a num
iI“pgcia y £ £ number of books On certain subjects
3

e study class requiring material °n South Americas: the Aok U
? g olleo DWG

g9 naking & study of Family life; two missionary societies
v 3

and

igsions of the Woman's Club. Other requests came from teach

qats, church workers, recreation leaders, business ang profes«

ers

pople; , and individueals desiring books for personal reading.
(ommunity lecturers and other important Fuest speakers often

ipdemend for certain books or subjects, likewise radio reviews,

iersions, etc.

fhile the library erideavors, as far as possible, to take
frequests, 1t anticipates them, and keeps a continuous card
hooks wanted and needed, from the careful scanning of dozens
st reliable bibliographies, librery lists and book review
%, Velusble reference books and other non-fiction form the
“te purchases. Fiction has a place, but it is difficult to

K
igh coples to supply the demand for popular titles without

! rage is over
“rplus of "dead wood" on the shelves after the £ ’

! ike a nappy mediume
Mgt seller” looms large. We try to st

| d, and an
hﬂthe usual number of new children's books were added,

¥

b
% ooy physical condition.

Circulation Department

in
& The Adult circulation department is gla
h scatte
_31:1113 year, also that the TG reRss +e 1
00, being made

red through almost

n History,

L3
by r 9
_1a35°5- the largest gain, e

and Travel.

| o) ra hy
ijﬁnearts,rmeful arts, P1OETEP

2

4
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Circulation Department (Cont! )
) a

g curve of our routine p
i ecords,

88 usual, r
> Tollows
(e yprard trend of the clrculation:- pretty

] P‘_Te postal
ed, more new b S
md mailed, orrower i
!)ld S Car‘ds 133116(1’

and more Plc-
ol The total picture circulation of 4 g~
5078 was the largest

ped. Many of the mor 2
€ © than 300 a month telephone calls

stions which w
,farences que Il were answered dire
{ ctly from the 1
oan

e bulletin boards have been kept full of book jacket
ets and

sﬁmthedisplay rack full of books, with some special dis-

IWNMM§SOCia1 hygiene bulletins and literature, and 0i1 ang
> an

giron the Illinois CGeological Survey,

fhis 1s surely an era of pamphleteering, as paper-backs on

ipestions and world affairs are now issued by presses from
iiles on down . The library has standing orders for several
um series, as Headline Books and World Affairs, both issued
threlgn Policy association; Public Affairs Pamphlets; Round
drm the University of Chicago; Town lieeting- bulletin of the
i of the Air. These are prepared for immediate use,

1listed but not cataloged, and are shown in a wire case stand-

Won a table in the lobby.

'mmGWiﬂlthe wind" continues to be the most popular fiction

|
wr“WWBS}mving been put in for it durlng the years Next

|
U his ang neaven Too", by Rachel 7ield, with 69 reserves,

! ftm 1 n
meuanderis "Rebecca" . Two older books, The Citadel

i L o
®rling" come next. In non-fiction, Anne Lindberg

!'\ F a "
"W fing" comes first and Helsey's "With Malice Toward SOme,

| " ounting rapldlys
e reserves ror “jein Kampf" by Hitler, &re "

%a. : e People”
| gie‘a “How to -wrin Friends and Influerlc

BW%YIMctor" come next in popularityo

groups,= eight

3 in
Ms seems to have been a year foF visitor
1 were brout

£ to show them around

Uty -nt by thelr
00 >
x M the Centennial Junior high sch

R taf
A £ the s
cher:W'ho assisted a member O

4

and Hertzler's
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Circulation Department (Cont'd)

j the use of the library,
B

| Jgsses are mentioned elsewhere,
w

Gr
oups of W.v,.s. €irls ang Adult

p BOY scouts, & carefully selecteq list on

& variety of sub-
ﬂ,compiled’ and these books wers collected ang shelved
* con-

i the stacks  This was done on th
Z,l,in the request of g Boy Scout

e books had 1iit 1lat?
.!butas th tle circulation, we believe that Boy

st be more interested in physical activities than in reading
nuring the Antique exhibit, held in the Orlando Fotel, in

»
) the library distributed an attractive folder containing a

i 1ist of books compiled by an assistant, It carried the

gnto be an informed collector through books in the Decatur

drary"s The promoters were from all over the state, but the

iwre towns-people, some were not library users but may be.
tfntiques and Hobbles were ccllected in the library, with the
ndprovided another interesting displaey in the lobby. . We

fomre outside advertising of our wares.

Reading Room
leaders- mostly men- fill the reading room dally, uslng news-

i curpent magazines. The total number of current periodlcals

i ’ " > d
g 354, some of them beling giftso. New magazines subscribe

i

erggi g

Bthitectypral forum
Madian boolkman
chfl!'acte:c'

QPbes

gﬁreign policy reports
QEail‘fte farmer
*n's quarterly

R&li 1
0 :
R‘lddir us digest

Tginta quarterly

gment
nce Deparl
Refere . this yeares puring

it
ch actliv

8
. "ference room has s€@€

_ chairs 1
ng op the school term all of Lhe

A
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Reference Department (Contrd)
with an overflow
I:t,lpied: into the periodical

Stack roop
b J

Lsspa"e at the rear of the stacks on the mai e
| aln

floor,
jists Beve Deen compiled for clubs ang o
OtThe

r Organizations,
lists on various
ﬂcmmluifor the Housing Committee,

Jbooks ordered for programs;
b

sub jects have

Y.viro()vo, .NoYoA
®y
I’ﬂﬂd LT.A., fOr several missionary Socleties,

88 well as fop
f juntor high school students,

js usual, many requests f{or help have been recelved from i
Nes

8, either In person or over the telephone. The followine are

¢ite subjects asked for by men:

gardening without soil

Robinson Petman Act

fobbies of well-~known people
funite

farrlage laws of Indiana

Bakery statistics

Ragweed and hay fever
Patronizing home industry
famfacture of beer from corn

@ of interest to women are:

Youths' hostels in America and Europe
fov inventions have changed soclety
facDowell Memorial colony

fusic by Illinois Composers

Flowers of the 3ible

Preparation for future war

Playground equipment for the home
fqual rights aamnedment

hased
In addition to the almanacs and other year books purchas

ty ¢ those added to the reference
] b)

the following volumes were amon
o

1 ers and
Kell?*s Directory of merchants, Manufactur

2V
Silppers of the world, 1958-.' facturers, 1939
fmas! Register of Americén Manu

" bs
pion- Racial Prover
Hapt . hinese Proverbs music 1ans
Scholes- gxford Compagig;cfgnﬁi; of Music and Muslcian
a F LA musicians
gt o 2on- Internatiofi ¢ Gelebrated Muet o8 isiciens
y bourn- standar lr‘ncyC]-Opedia of Iu}; - oodspecd
. eemtiien PR Cranotaced b7 ¢
“Mippen- gﬁiisgmas and C?iiiima
oLt Americean place I 600-1900
fani gy amer] can Authors.
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Reference Department (Contrd)
jrough 8 system of interlibrary loans

wmmN°S<ﬂ‘°ther Special Purposes,
.,rt.lﬁ"n charges. This year,
" jpdustrial research work, m

aoned from the Illinois State L

8Ny government and

Soclety reports
ibrary ° W

‘e have also borroweg
glly from the niversity of Illinois, University of Chica
, o £0,

e Iibrary, Chicago Publice Library, and fropm the various ge

ggof the Us S. government, Altogether thisg year, a total of
2

uges were loaned to us,

Children's Department

The children's department had a most successful and busy

fha gain in circulation of over 3,000, There was also an

mﬁlmetmtal number of cards in force,

fifteen rooms of children from the city schools and eight
Wols visited the children's room during the year, One
1irl Reseprve group and five groups of junior high school
“elso visited the deparment.

"lew Books- New Worlds" was the Book Week theme for 1938
diren1 room was decorated with Mother Coose and plrate flgures.

i ' topped with a
" new books were displayed on a book ladder pp

; 3 Teek slogan
B8, o0 o1ther side of which appeared the Dook Week slor

. books
A c caldecott medal >
j“dWMMBn letters. The Newber#y B

the children's
ristmas and master story hours were held 1n

nnis school dur-
e °h11dren|g librarian also told stories at De

i he ¢
éh&' During the month of october t

'y tv with the exception of

hildren's l1ibrarian

kxed to the children,

and tal
She visited each home TOOM o
ing them application

H |
| " aboy the library and glv
8
" vas most gratifyings |
/%/i e o =
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Children'g Department (”ont'd)
Saveral lists were breépared fop batrong
. 3

incluginp
§ £ a 1%
p g summer camp project, St on

f’m Nature books fop

Junior niy
,,adings books on World friendship throug

gh schooj

h children's books

for
i1, and 1ist on . ’
i council, Americanism fop &n essay ¢

ontest,
4 by the Junior Association of Cormerce,

The childrents 11w
§fave telks to several P,7T.a, £TOUPS in the citv and in Marog

smsh College schools She also f£ave talks to

“irl reserve g roups,
qstudy group of the Congrecational church.

ire fueller's gift of two marazine racks has been ruch ap-

(4

Catalog Lepartment

The high light of the year in the catalog department was the
i the staff of Miss Charlotte Qakes, to devote most of her time
ddepartment , Such assistance was badly needed.

The classification and cataloging of the large number of new
fmently received for all departments, including the children's
“t and branch library, do not form the total of the work done.
fof removing records of books withdrawn, which it would be im-
Yo uwise to peplace, is an important and necessary task.

. " v i
h”ﬂhim1must be made in an attempt to maintain uniformity

! . $ e ME -0 ceatalog
wﬂatﬂogsand.other ffiles. Effort 18 belng made to 5

) n other post-
a&ifts and government docwnel’ltS, and to carry o

L
%, as time permits. d cards
Type

IJ. C * cer ds
2074
5554 8
m’f Hbrary taes
gTen's dept, 769 24
b Dranch 149
MQ%COllection 4230
Collection 6325
g Total
Eot:% gge new cards . 12222
' » card ise
g ot rds rev 12015

/i
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Brief Ree

ords

jolunes sent to binde
gooks mended In librapy 1,259
qverdue notices sent 19484
peserve postals sent 5’749
pictures loened 2058
quesiSent cards purchasegd 84770
4 student! 146
relephone calls S Summer cgs, 22
staley deposit station- books 3,600
camp Kiwanis- books loaneg toaned 1:1'75
oirl Scouts camp- books loaned 181
NnYoA giI’lS given part ti_me ‘NOI‘k 64:

3

Evans Branch

[ fens Branch library serving the northeast communi ty d
s an

liy three nearby schools, had a circulation of 81,431, and now
»

46,87 books for adults and children.
Teacherswith their pupils from Durfee school made 30 visits

imnch, to heve its arrangement and resources explained, and to
hchild become a borrower, A story hour is held every Friday

mwith en everage sttendance of 25,

farly in January large posters were placed in stores within
Uof the branch library. These had a heading "Why not read?

Thee Public Library - Fvans Rranch", and told the hours of

“ Jome results have been observed.,

Iincoln Room and Exhibits

lhe ILincoln room has acquired several Court records of lMacon

\ i ecords
et wepe written or signed by Abraham Iincoln. These rec

. T T d
?P!Bented to the library by courtesy of Judge John H. McCoy &an

! 14 splayed was given by
HFoster, The frame in which they &re display

taken from
lp said the wood was
Orchers librarvy trustee- Its 1s
, ’ for about a year

k 41y 1ived
. 't the cabin in which the ILincoln famn J
.3‘

i igh school,
i, Rob of the Roosevelt junior hig
ert B. Ernest, - L tampe £oom

| 1nco
f ¥ eries of Lin
Ehmed pleture of Lincoln, with & ©

'O either side.

4

% S e R T
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Lineoln Room and Exhipgy
B S

During the observance of Lincoln:

e rural Lekeview school,

NchAl’ ‘Ho}.“‘Ac PPOJeCtS

fhiree girls sponsored by the 1 .v
. *® Fedo.A. have asgiste
d at times

jliiyeer, on book mending, clipping, pasting ang other mechanical
) -* lanica

roups of girls with their supervisor, Niss Agnes Long, met
2 3

(fignsion room on different evenings and, after a talk civen b
_ £ g

lember, were conducted over the library and had arrangement of

ui service explained., Cards were issued to all not having them
< 2

iihey might become borrowers. Lists of suitable authors pre-

Telibrary assistant and made into small booklets by the N.YV.A.
uiributed,

For Yegro Achievement week an elaborate poster was prepared at
i
‘b office and arranged by staff assistants on the large bulletin
it
ithe lobby, A member of the staff had complled a lengthy 1ist

“n the library by and about "Negroes Prominent in American i o

Mhis: brief 11sts were mimeographed and made into folders for

‘lt
sponsored by the WePoho

Utizenship classes for forelgn born,
with thelr instructor,

!‘ : ]
g ¢ducation course, visited the library

i ' staff mem
livan’ and were conducted over the library by @&
| v of these visitors

d Man
arrangements and answered questions.

d were very &p-

3 an
mbageme% to get books o1nl certaln sub jects

1&&
¢
T attention given

¢ |
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N-YtAl, chcAa PrOJeCtS (Cont!d)

Under the auspices of the W.P.A.

the library coopers

ted in the
This Survey

gprint INVeNtory project,
g

s was made in 1ibraries
e country to check up the holdings 1p
A

‘pfﬂious to 1876,

uy were assembled

atalog of such works will pe deposited 1in the

with others from Illinois, and ultimateiy the

Library of Congress ,
qssigned to Decatur was Roberpt Allen, who Spent about two months

imestigation.

Meetings Held in the Library
mty Historical Society.

The Macon County Historical society met in the children's

tite evening of June 23, to reorganlze after being defunct forp

s or more. A small &ETroup was present with Nr. AW, Borchers,
#mry chairman, It was decided to orgenize and meet quarterly

‘Bom,- the 1ibrary having no auditorium. Three other meetings

e gt the second Mr. Paul M. Angle, librarisn of the Illinois

dimlcl 1ibrary, was puest speaker, with moretowns people

1
W

et ) |

used
The Home-making group and the Juvenlle protectlon group

i " At the
elon room on several occasions for thelr meetings

| ction and the
'l°°1lection of books were placed for their inspec

Ugave g brief talk.

t Lﬂaders .

8 P:) h 1 l\.() VelllbeI‘
I j f e1re[[ E d ri N

i‘.‘her

%“&5 taken to the children
Qplnys

n e ext + Y ook ieek
1 th X om At he meet ing during B
g ension ro o

ons and
e decorati

to see th
g roomn

. 8
.~ested books for girl
EvE

n su
» 8nd the children's librariea

books .
e . selected 1lists of
8 0ld, and aistributed

4 _
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Library Conferences

fhe enual conference of the Illinois ripy
. ary

As
1d, october 26-28,

i
.Me' rwelve of the starff

Sociation n

the librarian during the

, divideg up the tipe on the three davs
ling, president of the 1, . ys,
Ih%ﬂ.f¥: 1brary Board, went over for the

ﬂmdwmland meeting one dav. Miss MeCulloeh
! i it |

children'sg

hh“sel&ﬁmd chalrman of the Juniop section.

 %°R%¢ona1 Institute, held in Bloomington,

April 13, was
ﬁwmﬁsjmker and Miss White, Mlss Paker prepared = paner on

Iy
v

qmwnwswrﬂlBooks" which was well recelved, end is to be

ifp 11linols Libraries.

Building and “rounds

Repairs were made on the scagliola in the vestibule, de-

ll, and at front of stacks. The walls in the documents
wament hall, and janitors room, were washed and painted by the
W Walls on the main floor and some of those on the second

¢ washed . The lawn was socdded, trees and shrubs trimmed and

M planted, in April.

; k of desko
i Evans branch, storm sash was placed at windows bac

- 5 re purchased;
Amhm%gaph, two new typewriters and desk chalr we D

when small meet-
!mnmmﬂ?&nd three dozen folding chhairs for use

3 181 room
m“min'ﬂm children's room or extens:on °

|

- depe

of Illinols,

rtment,

rv Sciencée
artn

!
!Omthe University of vichilgan Dep

te of the Iniversity
a

I
I%Pet A. Harrison, & gradu

ances Dawson re-
lhi‘k

(iss FTr
cepntembel’ 1. B o)
%8 peneral sssistant, S€P

hicago.

in C
rospitel

to the richael reese [

y and went o v

ent and loyel

0y

ata
d my *©
4 Itisa-Pleasure to commerl
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AppreCi&tiOn to the Board is hereby acknowledged £
: Or COm

mm’um the time given and interest shown in q11 library afrai
| r affairs,

Respecfully submitted,

Iibrarian.
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Appendix

Contents of Library

1038 = books on hand -

gHlon8s

qxhase (new) - - - - - _
mrchase (replacements) - -
wonation-—--_.._____

digery - - - -~ - - = e e
mis found-  previously missing

Total added -

BECEH

bm out and withdrawn (including those
missing in inventory) -

st and paid for - - - - - - -
ot end not paid for - - - - -

Total loss = - - - - =

#®,1939 « books on hand - - - - =

<039
639
192
205
36

3111

1392
14
51

1457

- T = = 70,278

= = == F1,850

e

[T
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Appendi x

0.,vols.in Additions Wit |
%ﬂﬂywwy (new (ﬁgiiwiii No.vols.in
1,1038 replaced transferreq Libtg Aprd]
found and and missing) ©0,1939
transferreq) &
| 5801 135
i 994
1868 55 28 186
8250 319 08 d
f 8471
| Ble S 6 212
3571 85 79
3584
" 5666 250 135 5781
! 3950 167 107
‘ 3980
: 7437 168 102 7503
4966 135 36 50867
4055 193 63 4185
i 4514 176 50 4640
18738 1381 756 19383
ks 298 13 3 308
- 70276 3112 1458 71230

Accessions by Departments

.‘_‘gry

m: 35605

g 35105 . - »

| = T S 8511

fﬁw. s e 0 3846

§oo o5 234 8664

; o o 406

| 41

g? iz 162 85 2981

: - ) 966

ﬁmm 0 “ 1432

E. i g 3114

5? 1432 34g NG

' - 1460 71930
70276 3114

Mo g
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Appendix

Circulation by Clasg

Main Lib.

Adult Chila

499 18

@ oga1 26
| 1980 <280
| 5518 678
{ 2945
i 147 3
i 2689 1121
b 6972 1476
& 6960 777
& 7564 1863
& 4p84 874
5439 1166

5841 832
08589 20783

F 3728 545
j}egks 401 @]
4 3560 0
157601 42387

12166
12328
11436
11316
? 1189%
13369
13663
12469
15652
14413
15241
13651

157601

daYE 0
. open

Evans
branch

64
99
86
397
798
13
479
904
205
738
582
608
343
23541
2269
S

0

31431

Schools

0

0
564
1877
2990

1593
1226
473
1564
1893
3091
1192
18982
0

O

0

35079

Stations

12
14

A

19

Circulation by Months

2689
3972
3132
3170
2831
3832
4721
3439
3639
3394
2947
4021

42387

daiYcirculation

‘%Ncirculation
‘18 y Circulation
“rrently received

{
’“ Mey 1, 1938

iy 015t tereq.

rwﬁﬁcancelled
® April 30, 1939

5
e 146

8gq b tuden
Yy out=cf-town =
/’f"

2298
2115
2015
2006
2057
2754
3063
2771
3241
3108
3201
281%c

31431

2910
O
0
O
0
4613
5149
3094
3785
4890
6021
4649

356079

Main Library

(9]
~3
ejsjoloNoRORON®,

-
1
A
O

Total

o81
2949
2914
8176
6747

163
5899

10582
8724
11748
8240
10321
8224
172142
6542

406
3560

267918

20063
18120
1661%7
17194
18785
24568
26586
21773
26285
25805
28989
258133

267918

Evans Branch

304
103
268
142

16

Evans BTI.

304
658
1510
758
354
Registration
Iib.
Adu?%in child  Aduld
46
R 3672 ©
e 978 262
2049 913 768
e 3737

gg for useé et

¢hild

993
250
312
931

ng the summer

Per
cent

022
1.10
1.09
3,05
2452

206
2620
5.95
5.26
4,38
3.08
385
307

64,25
2044

0l5

lﬂss

Total

17664
4474
4536

17602
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o ¥ Honorable Mayor ang Commissioner-s.

o
bmit the follows
erewith Su -LOWlIlg) PePOI‘t
hthe Public Library for the year endig_; th
W

; © financig)
‘puef April 30, 1939 .

=
= e - -

T T - - $38,438,89
RECEIPTS

oo on band Ney 1, 1938
!

g 244,71

33,634 ,62

" damaged and lost books
J

1,298.57
gpsident fees 149 .50
;gnt collection 178.00
fler 80UrCOS 43,93
Total $35,549,33
gelsl tax levy for retirement of loan 2,444,353

Total receipts $37,993.66

DISBURSEMENTS
$19,589.78
ularies
2,340,00
initor service
5,636,060
oks
591.18
ftlodicals
360
Iintd
| 1,306.20
mu% 690.59
nlies J00.21
3" 58 .65
Hmt 904,90
¥ 335,15
it by e -
tal"*Dhr;)ne 44,47
matage,drayage, etc 210,15
rance 20447
$32  B314.84
'15°ellaneous 532,
Total 2 ,46000
s34 774084
Fatil‘ement of loan ik $ ?

urseme |
Total aisb 4&{; 5,218-82

) 1929 _ balance on hand
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TATENENT
1938 MENT

- 1939

Special Funds

groline S. Loeb Fund

nterest

Totsl
grah Ellen Glore Pund
Interest

Total

§.E. Mueller Gift
Expenditures:

For periodical racks for children's room

Palance on hand

£500,00
85,12

$585 .12
$150,00
6019

$156.19

$150.00
76.00

5 74,00
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i
A

© 1, Minnle A. Dil1, Secretary of the Board of

Lﬁsoftherwcatur Public Library of Decatur
'T'l'.‘-{’,‘ . 3

: Illinois,
certify that the for

egolng stetement of the con-

?éﬂdstﬂﬁjtics of the library is true to the best of
_edge and belief.

2 Secretary, Board of Directors

ﬁﬁﬁdamisworn to before me this day of Nay, 1939.

Notary Public.




DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

Anticipateq Income

1939 - 1940
Tax levy 53
yiscellaneous,- Fines,ete $9,500.00
1,000,00
$40, 500,00
Budget
Salaries
Janitor service #21,000.00
foohe 3 »400,00
Periodicals £ 283 ° go
Print 1ng 200 ° Og
Binding 2,000.00
Supplies 1,300.00
Repalrs & improvements 1.100.00
Light " 780,00
Heat 1,000.00
Furniture & equipment 2,800,00
Telephone 170,00
Postage, drayage, etc 75.00
Insurance 375,00
Miscellaneous 400,00
$40, 500,00
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CITY OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS

=-Qe
T4X COLLECTION REPQRT

-. vy A8 Spread
| & Abatements N
Objections

¢ited to the State

1 Tox Collected

; Gollectors Commission $
ity Clerks Extension Fee

Ji Gollection 1957 Levy

4 Gollestion 1936 & Prior Yeurs $
Jet Added Tax Collection

Due Library Fund

unt Paid to Date
5-38 # 14,387 Millikin Bunk-Lib. §
144426 Warrant Retired
144426 Int. on Warrant
14575 uillikin Bank-Lib.

7‘.3@. 38 14783 1 i "
fa2f ‘“_'_97 1 i ] T
15174 N A
15 5!4.8 " " f
15496 " v
15526 B v
15678 . = @

Bt e Pinal settlement

)
-

1,276.46
877.62 .
1,943.8]

686.82

65.57

2,050.75
206.73

2,700.00
2,200.00

11.24
2,000.00
2,600.00
3,000.00
2,200.00
3,200.00
2,700.00
1,000.00
2,100.00

|
\

$ 38,438.69

4,097.92

& 3b,340.77

15239

$ 33,588.38

2,257.48

$ 35,8L5.86

2%,711.24

§ 12,15L.62

ﬂgu-‘
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PUBLIC LIBRARY
= Q=
CITY OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS
0o

TAX COLLECTION REPQRT

1937 = Special L A

937 eVy 4is Spread § 2,550.82
grrors & Abatements $ 8Li.71

Tex Forfeited To The State 123.22 213,70
Potal Tex Collected - $ 2,337.12

$257

Gounty Collectors Commission $ L6.6L

gounty Clerks Extension Fee be35 20.99
Net Collection - 1937 Levy $ 2,286.13
§et Collection 1936 & Prior Years $ 143.71

fiet Added Tex Collection 14.49 158.20
igt Amount Due Special Library Fund $ 2,LLL.33
less Amount Paid 8-26-38 Voucher # IL971 1,860.00
Imount Due Final Settlement $ _E_L__h._z_@

=s0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=

lmount Due Final Settlement Regular Levy | $ 12,134.62
imount Due Final Settlement Speciel Levy 58L.33

fotal imount Due Library Fund $ 12!?18_.92




