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iiistory of 01d Buildings
ltacon County Historical Coordlnatlng Cmrcil

:

; r') - r::: '- I Lineoln Theatre
141 North Hain
Legal descrip'uion:- A. I'laltls fresry ci

- 0rlg1na1 ?orm ci

Date of orlglnal eonqlmeiign:

iots 11 , L2, L3, L4, t5 and 15
Decatur Lot 11

,Jpening d.ay of the theatre'
ictober 28, 1915

'-=e3'un - 1915)

ia1'uName of orlg_lnal

Hletoryr

owner! C. ,I .

f. Data from the Macon Couaty .)eca'-rr Ternship) Assess@rrs office:

Sketch (See next p6e).
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History of theater in Decatur (pre-Lincoln
(a) See E. T. Colenanrs Decatur Review

Aprl1 L2, 7924 - CEapEftT
Aprl1 13, L924 - Chapter 1ll"
April 24, 1924 - Chapter 1t!+.
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History Coni':. :

) Histor-.' :i --.--:-.:: ::- l::1. j: 'p:e-i,incoln Theatre) Continued"r
(u') Se: :, :r::-:l-u =-:---- j . :'l:rn DecAtur Rel4LeIl

Storv-faT

ir.-,113- --: -::1 - -ra.:-r.rl:tS FlfSt FlOtiOn PlCtUfe!s-JE-

laea--:e ,5;:r:-;,'::.a , n:rtheast corner, I{ater
2:- a--- -:T.

(") See r.::s:::-r" ;r:-:-::-- :i iecat,ul. Diary colunnl
l:c. 1-o :-c: - *:r jl-::s l1--:r 3ecame Top Show Town.
Feh- lr - :l'-': - '::: -'. i.','- ='s ::iel history of Decatur
r Ye. 
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-!--.--- a.*;U::* rt -l :e l:.3;.!--- *- +

Oct. 2i, r?L: - F,r a!rt::-a ::::-"-:--; ':j
Ane l:g,:-=r -ts*==-

Oei. ?4, ;4fr -;S'ili::lu*:o *:.::::: :. o='-',
Of ir = 

:.i !61-; ? lth*d|-*

t:,r :ti i]t eqrr .[r'"g:* ]:,C i-d i,l,f.

(") Staa= =.ior= 
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ae: 5: . - :E:= .
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' - StaarJ-ek, TtY *leP' crc,*

. (") Jan. $r--e:: - Seest;lr rum,ii,ur rmrm si@tr]ilr ld .th l"imr',ll-4"= *F-I
perfor:-=ree i;@slirr-,md.:tro' 8qm ,raryry - L a:m*n'|ii:-
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5. Lincoln :Theatre_'s

APril Z)-iC, ic=

6, Llncoln Theatre'= --:
Frorn June 15, -':--
Decatur i{1;r S -: - -
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An ol*,ti:nc lrrrc, &rltt11 . h J *L hrr:es, carries tfre Lur A 5 t ld

shake-ut- the dust oi 'hlciml qlfrI I ry be:
&atr 3,m ;rcars," the uysE-lpsilc rlE t't ;ff;1n,
ios lrrr Eummy tqme d d cdc1llEf {I-B bf ;

Myslerious Mummy

Performs al Thaten
By Ilavid W. P€trtua tGm t- b & br

Coughiry aDd raspiry b;d l*a 
=frr* 

r t

retirement tloday rili eibd{tdtr
r-1

:*c-r-r.

-Lf 
tr b! r

ILllFtodl
lLp cl I wld
*_1rqrc=s

7fu,ua'', q?*- 'r3'

as Part of "Vaudevilh'tri --crrdi4 to Terri fge*,

this euutry.
Mrly otthe dagP plF E'd}'*art u-ni.t* ui

t" U.-i"ic-o*l"g'Tedcvilbi
nl'!2" tetQ orignatlY coEdaf l

Pr- rnari? lu I'F rffi-Tbeater. l"riroFl:lr- Gare:::
A strine of e,,rlcitj or.rodss 3" f:!L :tes{E e e=r-i ,}:A.t lng of eulcus or.rocte: P.'' rT e e!5r'i '):

*.i"e"#n to the 'penie:."'; =c.eir-r's re-=rdie- * i+::

"ru*uytlefer:"*'.U" 
a 

"tS=:F=' 
r EE= ]!a::

ffiyff-g=Ftg1fi L-,+.rffi;. --"- - --"r!{!: } lr|ltr tI bc
11e bearse j66 ei*!*!}lta,
ffi*%#"H;l.lf-rrFr--r ?d
Mm oo@ $eritrr &tri=#: t 5av

-HrrAr-,
wto acted esplDcrur
Itesru*drh.rrd;. ti =r, lI tf pctetlteyrodEdlb'ff;

toabieriu&bl!JL --lal-E.dtbeaters&cbE-tfinraspHtd. '--il;!!31!!]g.;3:rea

directol of the vffir h
revival.
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tr;fr fl kl Sdini

-ff-C.rSbefiIr[uSmda;;r--
tLfiil

PhyllSs lo I
Marko tbe Magri- -Phytlrs (Mr. sd !trs. Ef

L. Berry of llocatur) til q=
..,r"t in'i'audeville'?2, wbich r
E, presffiil-FE..Ncs-I

Ty:ffi
magicians wtro have P".fo..rl$ i;
professio,ral stage magic .* -f.1
'many year. ltcf ur E- + Egs..lg_c$.H'Tq7-E x,
tieir'"Ilreatrc d lllusin " tt 

=alargest traveling magc $or L-".-
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ers. Mr, Witte could not iden-
tiiy the person standing next
to the young woman. but six{h
lrom the left is FaY Colvin,
now o{ St. Louis. Standing at
the extreme right is Mr. Witte.

in tumbling-acls. ' . ., 11,11, : lBilu isaid ht rhab' :ao*4itn$
foi it e lmmediate future, except{
thai he and Mrs. witte will remain

Linceln .M..nagpr,.Damcr In Ig4o

his head v,'i1h his legs in 'a split':
F"; th; final letter, he used a I
.mall barrel as a "PrgP." PlacinF I

himself inside the barre! .hii bead{
protruded through a-rxifJ in t}rei
cenier. u'hile a leg danglqd from i

either end to/nake, the thre'e' erms

Qf ihe letter. Still inside t!e- bar-
iol, he walki:d from the stege; Mr'
Wi1ts, 6|s6 appeai€* in stock and-'
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f Nickel trdmis-lions ivere tne
lei:stom in the old Bijou theater i

. r:in . Paui ,Witte's earV deys jq
Decatul.,rrs"shewn lti the above

,' Uiciure.'taken qpproximateiy Sil
. yeals a(o.' At the side oi Jhe

'' 
big B;jou 'was the -IitUe Bi-
'ibqr.ol{erjng'50 laughi a min-

, ute"''r'witir '; the pictuie. "Mt

f ;AE----= dbrotilieayin g'tlecatti r.in

1g5t he was ho!:se manager''of the:
E6iiress theaterr .IIe was with thcl
Palhce theater in Pcoiia frr a I
short time before 'going to the I

Orpheum - in Springfield. After I

graduation'from high sctool bere,l
he attended .; lVl.itlikin I universitV.j
,'l 'i. i'c t'as I nrt:i..;i.;:ti: of Ji
L. -1: i. -:i.
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Fs that EF*i'rg arght, the crreheatr. r*r _la**r
ths dt..r*,etLer ef Reb*rt Haltqr. Bhe playr **ttrt*?W
fral-L*H*iltrl*y rar by Geerge ldr s&aa ( ruggest*rr by
sarrgc ${1{s1*t€G & 6uy Boltsr} aad produccd blr ceh*s
e l{arri*' Fg*nk otto - gcefffs H. {e}rears c€usr.B *
pl*y*d thr tltl* rph ef BJ,lly l{oxl.iday. Betr*ta
tne of th* *cts, lE lntroduced €l,er*asc A. rd.t nhe
spolre brltf33r arout rhst he hep*d thc theat$ neeld
raan for oegttur,

Hd,d$*r r**l *tlt. tg€r *a{ ?r*alafffir
*t thst tL* thr wte r1*eto*l*c Ef Drr. €rl.fft €r1end tlrc

rffi rEsle*crle p;u*uettm* cf ethor ftlerrtrrr ilrl
bqtafl dl'*H.lbut*s *e rh*t sqr* knqrn ** rhgd.trnt r
th*trcl3 tho*a nhl,*,h,ffi* pr*ratrrl rtqe
Frd***l€a'i* G*slurlr*ly. s€ b+krxr etag. pLlr re& r*.
EExp*,lmGsn Frrr. ri$hr ls r*Efrsfi{Hxr,c suslsr la &rrr,1
ef ltl?r $rl*ft w*.* featur** ** ssl,f,rltlrrrirntelg,1r*1
Erlrr 8r.rth af th* ***r*B *xd*He*rtr ef fhc Hcldr rrrr
slrgn,

*ErLsg $nr *crllr day* a# th LL'co&e sgrrre ?b*atgr
th* apb*'*{* rer sr *t*{t* ahmr* t{*. Firkr gp*srd
a$l$ Lr.* t*l,i lrr *fhr &**t €ardtr Ott,s StsLaae brg.s
hlr anmre*r rFIlr&rilaGGB rt trlrr r,lgsots la lrry €f ltl}n
lppra*rlng tk tn 'r$ltt krsr o* ?hr Frnilylr ,,rl l*I1
k ;*tr*tn*d la rltlrts' *atmlatl iE 'tIlt' E Ere16ry,g

*,t

lr



ry

*f th*t y€er, l:e scted aad eangl *.r: a r*usicelB$anehe Fanaa*

baged c3& *o11 +r^.1{xs?te.

Artorrg the ;aany starg wiro 'l:a:re B;iBeased ** the stege

of the Ms 3,ln*cle have been Sthel BarrSnrecre J"rr e?he

Cff, Cfia$ee ln 1??0+er ln"thc Corn E$ Graenr'i De€r 911843;

Ihe **I"3,y t*l,atere in rt*h Lqck" durirrg the 1919*192S a*asclni

Laurette ?*yX<rr ln t*Fege$t Hy Heart" Feb. 1920; Anna

Pavler*e **h* Ineomparable Ar1d !*er Eallet RuEEs" as the pre-

gral3 eta?ee, Oeeer*Ie*r ?2., + }Bal? Geraldine Farar

appcared .[n a cencsrt* S*veraber 14r]93*; riarry L*uder

r*!tg f,or a raatlsree and nlght perf,clr&af1cs F*h. 811921;

*alter Hampden ptayed '*The Sarning cf, ?he $htrewB at a

matJ.n*e, wednes€ay, Pebrugry ?er1*;41 Elld ptrayed sHa.aletE

that s&,sl& *3.ghtt

I"ionel sarrymere appe'ared *nly a**e at the tlne*le
Square *s $ar aa thes+ r*esrde Anmsr&*aa$*ha af prsgrales

l*dieate, ll& eeted the rsle of, A*hJ.Lle Certelea ln H?he

Cl"aw** fhe teadlrrg lady wae lrene Fenarlek whe pSay*d
L uu-*.

oppesi*e Li*nel in raa,ny k ef hie firF;rrf stage pro-

ducLlons"

&1 Jclson l"n 1921- *r :"SeA eppeared ln a praductlon
a$J.nbads blll€d a* BEhe $t*at' Fopular Singer ln tshe t{orld

wlLlx a *u{get ef Cerklng New SEng$.'t It *,ae l"n t{arch af

elthoq $$4 at theee f,s*^Ea* F{e drorre frcrsi $prl*gf,leld *here

he had e$lpa*red Bhe rr$.ght bef,sre - the r$ads ver* net

al1 paVad betwe** there an* Ile*atut. He was al*:ogt etuek

Ln the sud s*Ver*tr tssn*s* *rtrtng the rsualeel he frequeatly

made a qutp ahcrrt thesro*d ** Sesat!trr*tf

I
,r)



.t:

S**rE* Arllsal trns.?*eEx** st*natr" 9GE* l$rl$tr9

#S Hlmx enrsted *Eout t}u Lgaeol* rtagr Ln

*Ceraiv&L* - t*tlr* l't *e* *S$ Hpur farplral* ia I*+Ir

Bf I.*3$l **vlrra1 yG.,ra 1at*rr ts rctsrnad XB *?he P6*fc*t

Fml.* tr* €cte&cr 19e3, Jaar **r1 pXayed Jeli.** iP $l*k**1**rr:tr

ftrca e*d f*Il*t* Jack $oarhua delreed ln tJrc mral.Etl

c€ffi*6l. xttl*ltry U**l,tag* Ln Har*xb*r af 1933. S13l P*trerrr

ra; l*l th+ re**a;rst xglts Ehlt* 9**s€qkt rrutls *er{mg

ttrc 19tr8-1*3* r*t*ffir *ishlrd **rsrsttr fatlcr ef e**trncl*
Joen rpd t*rkr*s *gp*ar** l.l* |tslu Sarlclri ls ltZE.

flr*r* HGE* sBI' ffil*t du,r*.ag *ra crrlf d{tr - tbG

**E*,*l* * i&uth Eelaa* !,4 s**#* SSt" P*rrl frtlk 'tgtHe.

*X*ek SscArlt+tf Ekri !rg,a 5pffi,* *Wdflr d Ss*t*f Eata*t
eh*rlta &gf:*r g16rll* €hn**r *ed tf* ray €tttsg* gf

F*t# Han** to fural*lr * spra&*rgru*t *o tEc fr*Hr* fttr.
tk mc&*trrr 3n tl*e** *Ll*nt dsyr plaFd fe* tH hf*h-

1l,$kegr af *h Fragratr * flsrt $sr s!.6ture1 t*# fu &
Hffr fwi:agr. EhrtrEor thr cwdyp a plenirt er }cts aR

t*rg*{*t t*}&k *fl* sh{}r* ttu ambltrc of tl* **t&*tkr*
.:-a i:j.."r:';.r..-{q?*; , ,;rrt,-l :.;':i:;.. : : , : ''ii::., r, :-..:.,., .:':1 5 'rr-'rii-t{.i:rj'i'-:,:

:':,iit;l:i.;':i.;.:,,l-.1 ",', ii::r-r-i:,i,r,i'1..1 -; i-' -; ':-.. I --..o -,-:i-rr., t;'-.:,ii-,,,4{tt-i

gl,v* fryth rith te!r* r$Fr*5rl.at* clarsleg}. tr p-e$rlrar ltrrlc*
$tl*ir 1redtretltat r* *IsHr, {E*rr Fw -**=**t -k

gpa€s* #rE* trp** erynyr fsrr *s*ral d*1u lr.ilstd
F*lgct*tt&r* EE1 Er*rrafi#** *ad rl.*cic Di trffiEElr
Bw&*r ?*riria*@6*t *Sffi*t*mn* tke &a*al*+* HLib *11

Sieg' filn**g*l*t* EEhE Srceffi.ich Ytllage Fulll.*tt ErilEBrs

€€prffiIl* F$***t# bleedhate{* **€ * Slst*r3 3* l
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th* dl-.ecetls* af Ansrtte ?an g$t+n ?h**s3tapltc*f

*a* ttl*d*x. blr* dtrectls ef €. fom*t, t*ka dlrecte€

I,i,reo}.a arel**rtr& f€r r..="fu 1913 -

esElSEtrr

rk
19e4.

& 3.c*ir }*t*rr tk tir! &ne: greup Sffi prerttrd
E& f,lrlng Bell ft*uc! and la Eleesrber, 19ee durlag *k
Chrt *tx** belL€aye t?re S*eatrr xrr*l€&! +slleg* put ta
trJr:aiqr Sslli*a e{ !9831s btlled ** *A al.satrx* **L€[cg

Ef the fekJ.ae $a1}*t lntredueed l,n tsha EI'+gfclG l$ge

feltri,***s
**he** Llttlr Brlde Arr Yo*|r uas Fredsgcd *e

epril tgei Bg ttrc Dccrttrr Fesr l*recla€Le ts rnlr* gqe€3:

fer th* s*e*Ag Ehre-EIC b-tlball ter:r 
"f* 

trlst r**
I,esaLr&*K' S**,tr playirrg I prelnent Enr:t Ytth tEc*:r* Cteilrtu.*

Er*rtt F*ah*}l*Tggr Esbert Eerreclrs, Yl'ctc €. D*l,n -
lgqet/

*@p 6&Xt**5 lbclvrr rtbe tto**mr Flryrrtr*

$;'gr51t*6 dr*r*554 thc 1913-1920 3rlr38 - pr*nblf &
Ft*rck &1*t *xd &prtl llt sf 13?O - 'S.rrr Cbraera! It'
srt r pi*f by ee* eeops t{cgret *lro *retr tte ?* fBerci

FtEr; *tssl** Alb*rt 6111l €l,rset*el tt. I8 thc ext r*r*
*rt H*t*lrrp Y;tlrgi,*!.* E*}6riB; Otta R. f,'11*1 hrte** *ri'!
{r!*a** fatk*l fl*rgtec }rsd had tht tb.at$ brr*"It"} tuet l,l*
€rf*d,*r* Kabk*rLs* H*14 **erqrr |tlldrd FlGHrSerE:

?l*rtwl Sfir** S*rl+tsn $tat*sr -
*t**r* **r3 af e*t*s** **sY latcr pre*uetle* *ft*r

ESf l s*S *bput rbtch I trav* Ee s*cor*g.

*tI af t&** l.* r*ry facttsl :a{ *rs abls an€ bffiG**

Smed*y I !rap* te g*'r* * $*#i d**alled aederet *4dteg tl*
fle=b sf tkt e(*lEte**t* ger€tas*len *ltd r.amtb'sf ge&trS

1

eh13

L-l

--l
-)



;

I
I

?;
te *rc tk* plalc aad at*c** at th; tlecsla, ..,,,,

yae xfrr, *rcta th** moet sf the r.nfar*atlsa tr*r* i.rEUa ati

tbout tl** p+r{d frou rgxs t* tgE*; ead aar,aly rbout t&&
ct*g* pre*Iscttcar EBd rtttle ab*ut the aervl,eg. r hav*
ne r*cerd* sf *i"gmlflEensa *f the greet a*ar d r*ler
**C stag* Fr€s*tatlonr fron lS** *. ,.r rt* p*rtod
ef th* r*tc rsrs rk ther* HGr* tro;*lghtr* srriai &r
the Llnesl"a - a fashl.m of the sovle ,polac.Er ltr thoru
daxr - rad thc Erc*r .;.,S&\\#'
ar 6*wg* €.l.yct -lt"ii"'g"en and I*{r kand - rhe t,sG ,rlyce
ard app*r*s1f* .*tlra;tss5er* sys*r wis - Qf tlr.r
p*rta€ x *u* ae Froflr*s traf r*c*d* ayarrrblc tr*c.

*r*d *r r r**{'gat*d *baqrs, t}*L* rcfl*str eethr.ag €
th *cur*oa oE the tlsill xtrw yeu rsEsG scrt d ,.,n th.
t****rn* x*x thc foetltgh*,s thr.r* & gre m ttr sor+,
col'Er*d ?*I-asr er*rt*r.r1 rhm tlur ersh**tsa ughtr rculd
ftrtrsk*r ** {L *r"gr*al #w tt* n*e&ee* to rrnd up t}r. -n*lc
th*y *ert pkyrng, trirm tk*hrr*r*sli,ght* r*oeld dtr ead
th* axdi,frr€* n*ra*r; rhtrffr*.n** and pregr.r *tt,lrgr
rE*ld graduatr tr yr *u&*t* r*d tll*srrse*s rcrrd p**r la
t*rc derr*G*** rrnd th* r.tt* a gur,ct arlsh tl* errter.a ucel{
gs r*p & { B*rchuy rtghtod r*arc r*rd, *. . phoay * lt nr
ti*By tr'rer -'r but, nsscth,rere tr,trratlng e.d frr.
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