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. History of 01d Bulldings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Commecii

Address: Lincoln Theatre
141 North Main

Legal description:

" A, Wait®s Re

Original T
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11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16
ur Lot 11

o 0

wn

Date of original construction: Opening day of the theatre,
Jete ber 28, 1916
ezun - 1915)

1

Name of original owner: C, 4. wait

A Dl

I

History:

Sketch (See next paze).

1. Data from the Macon County | Decztur Tewnship) Assessor's office:

T T A T U 8 U L R

Present owners: The Ar-thur ¥ait and Fac Wait :Families,



History Cont'd.:

1. Sketch:
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2, History of theater in Decatur (pre-Lincoln Theatre).
(2) See E. T. Coleman's Decatur Review columns, Sta=y ef Decatur.

April 12, 1924 - Chapter
April 13, 1924 - Chapter
April 24, 1924 - Chapter
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distory Cont'd.:

5. Lincoln Theatre's uss “:r local penefits:
April 29-30, 1%2a =~ Junior Welfare bensfit
5.¥.0.B. {Someons

November 23, 17z -

6. Lincoln Theat
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{Powers in 1856. It

M'siey Sioar and I, we have queek
L adapt #hothiar  young girl wit]
golden halr from the wreck and

CHAPTER 132.
PUBLIC HALLS AND THEATERS

A History of Decatur Auditoriums and Amuse-
ment Houses.

Previous to 1856 Decatur hpad no theater, no public hall, no
rium in which large meetings could be held. Meetings |
were held in th echurches if they were of a religious or semi-
religious nature. Other meetings were held in the Cquvlt court
1 in the old brick court house in Lincoln square. Large
therings of people were usually out of doors. Indeed, up to
that time there had been but little use for a theater or a large
public hall. Theatrical companies could -not get .to Decatur
unless they walked or came by wagon. Decatur was a pretty

poor fown built by some very fine people.
In 1856 the town had two railroads which had stimulated it | '

into active growth, People were beginning to say it was a-shame
that Decatur had no public hall and
that some body really ought to build

| There were npumerous oth-|

Forrest.
ers of the big theatrical people who

one
Powers Hall was Decatur's first|®™M® here regularly year at’"ter 5?“:-
theater. It was built by William Decatur was a good theatrical

town. It was $aid by actors to have
been the best in the state. MNore
over it was on the direct route from

was located on
the south side of East Main ‘street
between Lincoln square and Water 5 2 ¢ -
street. It cccupied the third floor Chicago to St. Louis, which made it
over what is now the Farmers State | €8y to stop here.
3«‘;‘;"“* gf\m bii ;fhhe r‘:uii‘iinzuis L A GOOD THEATRICAL TOWN.
said to have n the first rea ¥ B
substantial building .erected in De-| . LBeT® g x]:')c;l ’;“m““’:';;‘
catur. It was a characteristic of Wit 5 "0 iilerf ;1’ L.".{ b e
ilam Powers to build well whatever| ML Grolend fLIoR A
he bulit | tories, cantatas and coucerts
: !(aptam Ira Harris of Decatar EaollS
~ UP TWO LONG FLIGHTS. 'ing Mill fame and prominent
Powers Hall was just what its Save there with am alia
name implies, a public hall. It had|local amateurs 'Th
a level floor and a stage, our first|Hearth”
stage. But in that hall Decatur peo- Abraham Linoo’s
ple heard the very best theatrical eral times. Acconding &% e
talent of the time. One of the noted | John MeGinnis Lize"= a8 anw
defended in thar mamm® =

tion breathed In her
“Yadames Copeland.

Absolue convic
hoarse  whisper.

bring her to this house. She iz un.
conscions, she knows no
Madams hava reason to believe she
i shopgir] but today 1t

that sheé I the thief, Digmond I
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The Story of Decatur

By E! T. Coleman
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| Tt was especially designed and

l

Civil war.

street in the 200 block.
Bros. shirt shop is now.

the entrance to the auditorium
which would have been deadly in
case of fire.

Om the whole it was a beautiful
s when it was opened to the
P and the people of Decatur
were inordinately proud of it.

o this theater came John McCul-

' artacus,” “Richelieu,”
“Jake Cade”; Janau-
in “Mary Stuart”; Modjeska
en she was a very young girl. A
7 Decatur woman recalls that omne
night she waited till 9 o'clock for
the arival of the train from Bloom-
ington on which Modjeska and her
ny were to come. When they

and

did

z f,_!. < he to set the stage but gave the

e act of Tweifth Night in a
k 1én scene.

s 3 part There were also Thomas Keene in

ki -nd different Shakepearean plays; Wil

J. and Mrs. Florence in th Al-
y I Joseph Jefferson in
“The School for Scan-

I” and
jdern Fisk when she was still
Maddern in “Fog's Ferry”
Booth, Sotherm. Sol
Russell..Emma Abbott who was
r a Decaltur | appearsd here

t Various |

ji{{erent

win

nerss Wers

e

Smith’s Opera House On Water Street, Where the
Stewart Dry Goods Store Is Now.

Smith’s Opera House was the first real theater in the city.

Hon. Edward O. Smith. There is nothing to fix definitely the
date of its ergetion but it must have been very soon after the

This theater was located on the west side of North Water
Its entrance was about where Saltz

BEAUTIFUL THEATER.

The block included four large store rooms. |
lopera house had a modern stage, private boxes and a balcony.

| Best of all the main floor of the auditorium was on the ground.
| Its worst fault was a long and some-,
what narrow passage leading from!ally took over the management of i

get here they did not také|

Rip Van Winkle™; Minnie!

built for that purpose by the

The Smith

p e e e e R e e S
CHAPTER 133.

DECATUR’S FIRST REAL THEATER

catur's amusement gurveyor duriog
the regime of Smith's Opera House.
It was opened by W. H. Crane and
a brilliant company. It comntinged
to be Decatur's chief, and
only play house, It was twice
ed, the first time jin 1895, when
was rebuilt substantially as before
The second time it was totally
troyed by fire in 1814

WHO'S WHO ON AMERICA®

- STAGE

A list of the great aglors who Zave
appeared on that st E
twenty-five years
would compri
“Who's Who o

Booth, Ba
Mansfield, 1
Modjeska,

Follies, a lonz
The Theodor ®
played there

the city’s theater.

The theater coptinued ia active
use until the opening of the Powers
Opera House in 1889, when it closed
forever a8 a play house. The old
theater was turned then to business
uses and was partially destroyed by
fire in 1892 with a loss of

The giving up of the theater by
E. 0. Smith, the owner, i aa in-
teresting sidelight on the character
of two men. He heard that Oriands
Powers had said he wounld lize °
build a new theater, but ke wax
not start competition for Mr. S

15,000.

2

Powers to go ahead sxd ™
Mr. Smith would gladly ctazmz-
building.
POWERS GRANT
The Powers Gramd r
which many persoms s z
il "

- -

Decatur's most Impos

s0 recent that the fef Dessx

mentioning it bers s —
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CHAPTER 144.
A FAMOUS THEATER MANAGER. ©

'Frank W. Haines, fax‘l‘wunyévcn Years Purveyor
of Amusements to Decatur, Did Useful Work,
W ill Be Remembered. '
; At the time ¢ =« retirement as manager of the Powers
B Grand Opera Houee Frack W. Haines was the oldest and best
kpown theater —i-ager = the west. He was chief amusement |
srvesor for 1he meesie of Decatar for twenty-seven years:in

EREREACICAEAENEACHUN TR AUALACATACALALALY

~1 |which caga - ~ ~rmes 3 public service of real value.
Periags = «« o= think of the theater manager as
s put SETTED »e == say that it is not more import-
T TR peea 7 poem ofv what amusements are served
- zror ; —~ar of their state? :
— - . —zmeger of a theater is absolute
— AT .  extertainments that are given :
. S - FRANK W, MAINES
2 — Freymeman. who continued In Thenter Nanager Lealer of
- ~pe for abemt s year. Jje was suc e e

r 3. @ A Odor Mr. Halnes
“5e masagement in 1873

+-rped during the life of this range of thesiricas tmsse

.\'f-:.nz exhitad

= -
jening of the mew Powers -
pers Hesse Mr. Haines took | ™ "
‘ pere me WEmager =od  contimmed | -
; -y, ez Eve Bs w2s just
: pvr 13 s 22T TTLiIT v afp
- e s Z2°3 aep
-ar- .
. - .} e W e
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SRS ~ Wossd wud _ £7 >
- o 2
— > 3

IO n AN e e aaar e nennn

]

ust Foikc

By Edgar A. Guest.
'El wa 2 Ear & > -
GLAD TO WMEET ¥o

i to meet :

his from strangers

“

L L L\ L L L L L




DECATUR’S FIRST MOTION PICTURE THEATER

s’ political senti-

"Re countiry was

Saries Shaffer, |
Fey Wwere Oon a re

of the South

he couple agreed

seutral in their
e trip but that

® such a way

the real senti

the journey

ation men, hotel |
workers and oth- |
xpeacted but they
sser down to the
ey took to stop-
the way. They
£ & closer view-

Many of the
ping places are
=il fixed and are |
to help o
duals are usual-
ell educated and

re-

o B o SR

: |
imforming te let |
theories as they

e Decatur tour- | A 2 :
s hom"' and E Decatur’s first motion picture theater, a  ture was taken "The Fall Round Up
them, reflectin . " . = s 1
om, reflecting | «Nickelodeon,” was in the northeast corner  being shown, a picturesiaken on the
of Water and William streets. It was opened  Bros. 101 ranch in Oklajoma. Later anoties
in 1906 and run by W. H. Ellis. It was later . movie theater was opened in the roo= =

| known as the Colonial. At the time this pic- to *He nort
res in the West is | —

siient sentiment |
more active busi- |

asee e Chief Interests in Ethiopian War

{the chief interests of Great Britainiand thence through narrow chan-
in Ethiopia, is Lake Tana, the ' nels among reefs, = ! ty
t |source of the Blue Nile river which, (to each other would facilitate the 3
e |with the White Nile, furnishes the|building of the proposed new. dam | Yy €st Coast Leads »
needed water for the irriga -1 About 21 miles below the lake's out :
tem of the An Egyptia [ let, the river suddenly drops 80 feet | tional Increase of
‘The Blue Nile. which {in the beautiful Tisesat Fa P C ¢ Enro~
White Nile at K"""”‘.‘ Spray rising like smoke from them | ér Lent in £
dan, is deeper and swifter t |in the cold morning hours probably | ypaon
White Nile and brings m | has given the falls their name, one | AFORI
richer siit to the Sudan and th‘in!»rp!emtinn of which is ‘Smioke

BCONOMIc rAnSItinme = s

Delta" says a bulletin from the

Washin 5. e e of the Fire' c . E
ashington, I 2ad o 1 .

3 A\ ST eron { . “Near the falls, mule caravans ¢ m 44
|the National Geographic | 2

 EaEioe - = cross the river on an old stone - R

{ Near Sennar, the Biue Nile has ritden Bt b S p

| bri y rtuguese "se
{been dammed, and water from the ge bu y early Portugue £ s

reservoir flows out in's networ of Fxp:“r“"» Farther down the rive:
S sir flows out in nety k of
: they built anather bridge Below

arge snd small canala acrose the
Ll aniva This triangiilar-shaped that one there is no bridgeé ‘across
‘ 4 - 1 JIAL i -

plain wedged between the White the Blue Nile until ):‘..x‘.d’!‘od.i o Bt ]
and Blue Niles is one of miles farther down, where the Sen- 3 - -
fertile areas in Africa, ab: ]y { N&r dam takes the r
1e | NBtiveg sometimes ¢

oad across

s the riv

producing graln and long astaple ” > £ OBg S0 B oo i
cotton {on stuffed ox-skins, and in thedr .
stton - ; e e
. & = { season, mules wade the fards kS e
7 P e g 2 il Alheas [ETAD - -
“The Sennar dam impoiunds ahout | “After the Blue X AT 3 by shdiabage -
Witk a {140,000 million gallons of water [dovn the Tisesat Falls. it enters| = o o o 4
of *he wies Plans are umder wav to construct im@untains, through which it has v
snother dam at the Blus Nile's gut-lcut & deep gorge, longer than the = ( =
- ™ n . -~ r ¥ 1§ i~ ~ . -~ o
— . B- (st from Lake Tana Whils this Grand Canyon Tha river winds % =
pasade ©of 'w d -~ impound for low years &|its way among these mountains i E -
= . (arge Teserve supply of water h'f;mvst to the edge of the s
s Brief. causing the lake's jevel to rise it;plain.” E

;id not diminish fhe amount rsl' + :

nt carried into the Geézira, for Jm Letlers g ‘Ii“ . =
' ,"‘M " Lo o anana L S = ) 1 p—y

Wednesday, October 30, 1933

. —

o e Lake Tana, One of Great Britain's State Sch()(pls‘
‘:’u J:MF;;: WASHINGTON, D. C.—Among|Nile flows out through marshes, Sl"o‘V ln(‘l‘eai—
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The front wall of theArcade building remained amidrein

Decatur Diary
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Decatur, mhoh. Sunday, December 12, 1965 il % DECATUR éUNbAY HEA_’:.DS AND!
managed theaters here for mei o

|Great States Thesters Co. fOF
3 years

City Became Top Show Town  .=wso==d

Decatur Diary

By Réx Spires
Of the Herald and Review
One hundred years #go
catur had a reputation of
ing the best show lown In
inois, mutside of Chicago
The iate Charles P. Housun
who worked as a stage !
the Powers Grang Upet i
as 8 youth, told the Herald an
Review 5 years ago !
may not believe it
ol davs Decatur got
current New York
cesses and the best aclor
*The town expected
and, as a gene
he said

He added

By

L8 L LS LR LA L L AR LA LR LR M AL AR L LR A MK AR A AR A

g0 to New Y &
best entertainment
fur
Although the Powers
was opened in 8, D
bad bee b
cal productions long
thal
) First Stace
v . Wil
bl & row of
south side of the
Main 8. and on the
of ome of these bu
bar’s frst siage was
This was Powers
served as the oity's
ter. Prier io thal
and fraveiing
yse whatever buikd
or large eno
Hall. the Dex

Music
organization

5 third
large buildings
Franklin Priest
son on Merchant 5
Linesin Square
Thiz hall featured a sioping ..
fioor snd am un wally  fine
stage for those days
Smith's Opera House
The first Gpera house in De
gabur was built by E
8 1875 It wee located on
west zide of the 200 Block N
Water 5t and boasted a mod
#rn stage private boxes andl 2
| baloony
¥t wasz the firgt structure a
taslly erectard for theatrica
productions and operated unti
Saes when the Powers Grand
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T LIVCOLY SOUARE

| “Going Up"A_W'ill Show§

Here on Jan. 5.
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_Sunday Morning, February 14, 1926. ‘\7

3 ; ions
.Big Orchestra at |2 e e Saets o 0
e rewa with theatrical offerings
Lincoln Square | s aer save e soine 10 e

metropolitag cities to emjoy.

To Ze Pcrmuont Feature
with Specialties.

‘ In  the: new _musical enterprise
Slhich (s initlated by the Lineoln
Square theafer management Sunday,
DBecatur residents and visitors are
$o tind an éntirely novel and mod- imaes s s malkee |
,Bran form of musical entertainment, | bis Dext production for Firsr Mg
uis St Plerre, genera} manager | tional release, o3 the West Const. Me
P71 the company advises, will Immefistely Begin work oo
It is the introduction of sym- | "Ransom’s Folly,” the zoted Richacd
Phonle jazz to Decatur sudiences by | Harding Davis stery
An orchestra of twelve musicians, . = @
Eirected by Monk Watson, who was Theodore Roberts bas fus: come
du acts With Miss Fisie Janis in | Pleted his first appesrance deforg
America, and an army entertainer | the camera in two years and ‘s pre-
with Rer on the battle flelds in | PETIRg to make 2 shor: wacderlia
;-",,c. tour. Roberts’ returs o the screen
" OPEN TODATY. was in company with Betty Broa-

son, Ricardo Cortes and Ariette Mar-
Mr. Watson has had his ensemble | ohgl the Fremch bes

#I instrumentators in rehearsal the | signed by

y recemtly

Paramount

.

! last week, making ready for the | role of Detty's father in he Cats
"Merchant Prince” which Wwill be ' paiamas” .
" #ke opening bill Sunday, : ® 9 ®
Manager BEt. Pierrs e2ys the new | With “Treme” ecompleted angd al-
8ymphoriec Jazs orchestra Wwill be & | mest — ready for release. Collses
permanent feature in Decatur If It | Moore is busily engaged ix the pre-
3 is adequat tely patronized, Mr. Wat- | pargtion of her mext stor “Blls -
son baving been retaimed as direc- | Ciadlers™ “Irene” iz to be released
for, Accempnhym{ will be spe-| pext momth. It is regarded as Col-

elalty featires ®ich wesk which | leen's finest screes achisvement
w:ll be Puilt Up As & conbected act i . *
ith the stage offerings Instead of Eollunco Bizrer, wall kzows
each act being separate. The en- | screen celebrizy, has anzousced e
Rire entertainment formm ‘s new and | engagemesnt o Charles 2 C 5
Uag found Brest favor in the large  Beston danker Miss Pizsey stalss
eities, but Decatur !s #aid to be the | ihat she will desert the screen

first mmall gity to Bave this lstre- | L
duetion. i Miten Sills" nexi starriag vekicle
COME PROM OMAHA for First National L be “Pappeca,

the stage Plary by Frasces Lighoser
ch ram In New York lasst wizuee
sokn Fisk Geoodrich Je @eing *ie e
this stery i w e
e 4 mew s A K
Fockett will make 2is baw an s Firm
ational scperviser e iy 3

will de @Erected -
Arciaizsdbend

Watson arrived in Decatur last
reek after & 10 "nn weeky en-
gagement in Omaha Durieg e
Sntire four yearg touring receRiiys
eonciuded he had his own
of entertainers an traveled d -
Orpheum and Kelth circuits

Mr, St Pierre #aid that Decatuf

.
company

_ Bas shown, of late, & strong e | e o ®
" pation to demand mors big RNy | Z D Wilswme —

theatrical and nusicsl estertals-  or By Nasies - .

ment, apd taking advantage of This "7 .4 .0 made the san -n

Ris cOmpPany is entering the IATEer | o ou .gte gorgr the “We Tw

Cieid with symphonic jass erchestirs  yigw ge e Bs st .

and s duflt.-up speciaity and vanfle- Yook that da z-g & - o i AR

'lr'. M ates Mare P ¥ g - P - - e— L - -

He thinks Decatur and visiting gy 19 the * . o I . s e 155 i

theater goers patrons will 5% lswumg der - g s S mads & Sl . ———— r————r
pieased with the Dew enterpriss.  rame pe= o r - R R —— Ergiant immediately to be

8r4 promises that if these expeeta- <focr o s e : ' e " “wa Produlase

FEABrSoUr R
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AN CENLEMEN! = i
e take plemsare i presenting for Farewell Week, the wildest
apregr oo comats’ sirens, dancing demons and blowin’ be-

_}Z“At The Circus™ |

i CONTINTOOS
SEO® Too LT

: T r. -

i §
the

HuCOoy HMemeze 0w<Oow

ROSE WERE THES®

DAYS! Flapprrirss, £is |
leng, junsicss — bat & 2000
ring time of rves! Pemames o

flowering amidst the oo
flicis and passioms o

Ly A great metropoils fn T
§-= making. des. then

B~ |

_Frqm the Play, “Merry Wives of Gotham™ /' ih CONRAD NAGEL

INGOE

CHIIADE THEATRE
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" THURSDAY ~— FRIDAY — SATURDAY
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Decatur Sees, Relishes, Opera
At Sacrifice; Theater Loses More |
Than $1,000 On Production Monday

HERALD

with a Met

gross was

The audience, happ
of the gloom 8
headquarte

sung in Deec

MONDAY, JANUARY Qth

ONE NIGHT ONLY

Good Seats Now on Sale at Box Office \

METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSIE SENSATION

Deems Taylor Great American O

«THE KING’S
i HENCHMAN”

Orchestra of 50—All American Cast—Chorus of 50

1

Aethelweld, ar
in the part of

Martino T
Hackett 3 ! ’ ace Hejela
o E Marwick
| Alfredo Valenti t er herte
| Katherine Hami¥ T )  ron

} ¥ Peralta g

cause
Lower Floor man
Mezsanine ¢ 4
Baicony, first five rows
Next seven Trows
Balance

1sted
stworthy.
f that re-
is and the
-repentant
have thee

|
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i  DECATUR HERALD ,

| RALP;L gﬁ)gmsyor MEETS TALKIES FORCE
PER FRIENDS FROM MoVIF STARS T0
LINCOLN ORCHESTRA PITI™ .-
YCOLY ORCHESTRA P71 OTHER DEVCES

Drummer Has

W M
fa

_zads Holly-
yaried

kids and got a big &




(‘ommz On Apr. 24:

| Appears in Only Road
i Show of Lincoln Season.

The only how of the season
at the L theater will come
Wednesda . 24, with Pauline
Frederick as star. The show,
*The Scarlet oman,” which is &
comedy, w be given matinee and
night The production was six
menths on the Pacific coast and for
the last fifteen weeks has been in

The of the show would not |
| indicate ' .
written
& rather

After his death
in quest of ad
The big city proved ind

t e : 7 , 74
in a year she was hom
Rather than face an empi) re
a.l(rr she adopted s. be'\_ d
the z\rm hom i )
résults. Developmen
an e TOtr 3
into the spo A BRPAT STRTES * THEATBF

“ g 1 0 -
‘Scarlet woman,” she 1o = Cortiznons Today Foar Stage Shows—I 4

| aplenty Plctares ot 2:08 4:00 §:9%
|° When a ds = i " ]
{
i
I

AYE STARTT

W—ONE

API%I[ 5
MAY I5
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| The “carlet‘ Woman

IsA Comedy Drama
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alkies A Stepping Stone
To Return Of Stage Plays

Miss Pauline Frederick. Noted tress. Savs Movies

Spur Desire 1o See Real S

By BEATRICE ATLASS
“Talking pictures are but a stepring
Sone,” said Pauline Frederick W
resday afternoon
A stepping stone to wh
to the return of legitimate
ick, bea
charming. gracious, recetved =s
ving room of her sui -
Oriando and discused
fornia, and Flora Ma
who was & member of
for four months and »
periormance
In Miss Frederick

il

-Hungry
ENjoys

\\';n]a]1"

“upported
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e of oqhers o Toe EoTwer

o

aseor

the fizst time e w be persoEmAly

-

Tuesday and

from Wednesday to Sat-

-

3

ed with production of s fln
He wil] forego his annual Palm Beach
vacation and remain for aseveral
months in Hollywood, giving his per-
sonal attention fo production activi-
ties incident to the fiiming of the
first picture of the new company.

the oprning week, the Linecoln
has Richard Dix in “Nothing but the
T for the first half and the all ;
singing Broadway production of “The
Desert Song” for the last hailf,

The week's pictur= program in De-
calur is as follcws

LINCOLN,

~8Sun. to Tues—Sound: Richard Dix
in “Nothing but the Truth”; all talk- |
ing comedy “Dear Teacher.” }

Wed. to Sat.—Sound: “The Desert |

i

{  Ronld 'Colman will follow “Buli-
| dog Drummond.” his first all-talking
| picture, with “Condemned.” a 1007%
dialog picturization of Blair Niles's

, “Condemned to Devil's Island.”

¢ & mss- FoRR . syncopated  cartoon, :“Sick | sic jax well as write the entire bock
Sylinder,” sound news. ! for Al Jolson's production, “Mammy.”
EMPRESS. nam'mchmm; star of “George

mi“%i;ﬁgﬁmjf:u&d; mﬂmﬁa;’ | White's Seandals™ for the last three
gas Love; All talking comedy “Meet the | !to m;:’ h:,mgﬁ ig,ﬁ?'mmgo;;m fr)‘f!
- | Misses”; Color classic “Sports of All | B ‘-
Nations Broadway, " an all-singing, all-talking
Wed 'to = Rty Mt Sl United Artists Picture for which Irv-
'“The Pagan”; Georze Lewls in col- | o8 Deion wrote the story and eignt
| lege humor play ek aibe S g i
i ; Pl pear as a small town song-plugget
b AVON. | who becomes famous #fter innumer-
_Cecil B. DeMilles’ “The able setbacks thus does his first pic-
4 ; lure
44l Dane and life.

-~

Irving Berlin v:;ll compose the mu- ‘

paralie] the marrative of his own |

CEgrs: v
Ber of pouc
sarred

| will piay "ppos
R HOG
, .

fy Al Jolsom = smoooneed
{“Say It WE g

{ niy." Young Duver
tured in the fixyt Secomd

&
e w

Beériin, who sutPurs e

| composes 3 oy _—_‘-

‘Starved Chinese —
Turn To Cannibals | ™ == 2=

Boston, July 6—(AP)—Reports of
appalling conditions caused By fam-
ine in the Shensl. Suiguwan Xansc
Honan, Tehsien and Tienisin districts
of Ching havegpéen réceived by o=
American board of commissioners for
foreign missions. Conditions are ==

T cases of hawe Pebsuies. gt




THEY S'.I‘ART TODAY
PICTURES THAT TALK!

——— LATEST ]MPROVED —_—

WTAPKONE AND MOVIETONE

~—— AT THE ——

Lincoln ‘l‘heatre

Continuous Daily, 1:30 to 11:00 Matinee and Night

|
|

\
!
:

Could you tell the fruth
—the whole fruth
n\d—

for twenty-fou
“the onlvl zlrl and 2
of $10,000 depended u>

Does it hand youa ks
one ridiculously embar
vided it isn't yourse

Are you interesied
1007 cogirse of true love?

Thén you'll thorouzh
first Paramount all-ta’ii=g

»

R HELEN KANE, in
wcomedy role, sing the
mumber, “Do Some-

the screen for the ' J K ]

first time!

SEE

AL L
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Wildes .52

mother of Ralph

put under con
n-Mayer,

of Bfe und deuble yo ’
in wearing them. Inst
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PAUL WITTE EDWARD CRABTREE
kl?g\{l,;‘g&‘j},gef;lgg‘g; ‘assocjated States-Publix system of ushering
with the RBijou theater, was I in the theaters there, and wil

madg advertising and exploita- | also be Mr. Ronan’s assistant,
- r_the Great _States Ed has been chief of service and
2e13 vacation, | when that assistant house manager in the
sumn , il go to Dan- ou the: Lincoln theater for the last five
manager of Vi€ 1o assume his  duties as | months. Tom Finin will take
E ” resident man r r s {
s distries resicent manager of the Great
> succesds M: States theaters there

83 well as
nager for

the position of chief of service,
8, and Joe Brilley will be promoted
to to fill Mr. Finin's place as door-

Bere. Bas been &ssistant district ma
er Dbusizess in that chain
Sward Trabtree ——

‘Edward Crabtree, Wil go

f Danville to | stitute the Great

|
;
I

man,
- — — i e —?\:‘:' o s —————— - e, “T,‘%: i
- .
w=acdy wn MOV ] | Thursday, Friday—Junior Coghlan | Saturday—Sally O'Neill in “Hard |
thegts- - ,E CALENDAR {and Louis Wolheim in “Square | Boiled.” Also all-star cast in “The,
i the ;m ! Shoulders.” Gun Runner, ’ :
: ' Saturday—Tom Tyler and Fran-|
Smmdar Tulac, Warlog's Pean- kie Darro in “Gun Law. ™~ CRESCENT
e i-s T Srneoratinm O —— { Sunday—Ken Maynard {n “The
L Wy E ALHAMBRA

| California Maf ™ Also Rex, king of
—John Cibert In “Trux. Wild horses, in “The Harvest

of
Also Gerirode Hate”
. Olmatens Monday— Norma Shearer in “The
_._‘r ~—Maries Farrey Actress™
- = “Faga~ Tuesday— Jean Hersholt 3o “The
£ FHeewinalt and Batties of the Sexes
-

atle of the Wedreaisy Thursdey -
Farrell ang Greta Xisse— ¥

T lesds

ed - "ege

stoves Cleaned Free

|| Ladies’ Silk Drecepe
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the Best
H\nx in the Theaters

' - 3 mart
Eg=: 2dre? Chicage

=y ZEsiriany e ;un.'::c!:mm Wl September we have the opening
- T T N —— wieh means for most of us the end of
- - _.__._____~_r__—-_~;_” . 3 S We bepn preparing for the winter by
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From Other Editors

Work for & RBevenne. Commission. g s t
vﬂopment: but we = *.‘;-m Dally News: Every section of Iiineis | Slw=e €0 & I governs ilself Yike
ledl an aze inz fow voa- = vastly benefiled, not only economicaly — . s
i e relief =oraly, by the state's adoption of 3 just Ter- = -},_,.'-ur. ,v.‘:.:' LLL\.‘M”'
som g - sem under an appropriate amendmen: of ey ——— ,.)'L‘ R i -
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g »id be borme steadily in mind by all the ciu- e B an syl . i =
Peona and D,-, : — 0 & o D Meeent years the fish
s Vo s
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THE DE(‘ATUR REVIEW

o, Ladv Bk Snow

‘Oklzboma’ Singer
Has Hushand in Cast




the Hoeel Ofland r'h-of be‘;:fi" BOY WITH S‘PLINTER
350 have been invited to ax WOUND RECOVER]NG

Larry Boyer Ran Lang
Abdomen om Shg-
The céndition of Lazry Bover four

‘ariety Bills On
| Lincoln Program

SEver Izt
wormen on the new national gapitol
in an effort to have the bduilding
! dedication | year-old son of Mry. Opal Soper. 1347

Our city is belag mationally sdvertised by
ing Blue Ribben Meath. Get In the ;;,—.a.
William Haines in “Alias 2 mmy Valeat

“Lady of the Pavementa™ =ee e Jnn ‘2 c
N Carroll in-"Clese SEx-mens ™ Dolores Del Ric

FOUR

-~ STAGE
SHOWS
TODAY
3.5 179

CONTINL

Gres:

equilibrists” are
Prench brothers with a whole
g full of feats. Anne Shadkova and
lly Wilson come with #ight step-
in “A Dance excursion” to
the bill that the theater man-
ment guarantees.

' BLUE V_mas m.r

THE BRC

seat States Theaires are celebrat-

s at your Great States Theatres:
the Night Cleb™ Lape Vales In 2
“The Barker,” Baddy Regers and |
wieen Moere ln “Why Be Good?™

PICTURES:
2,4,% 8 10
Mat, 15¢-50¢

Night, 25¢-50c |

RAMING, |t~’;
TO EACRH
8 NEWwsa.

\ > 4
N A AWARDS AND:

RIN TEF HIGHES R

PRESS LOBBIES. TO BE
GREAT STATES BLUE ||
ODUCTS TO BE GIVEN




and Other Big “ orde Descnhe “Little F xes”

'hat a magnilicent play!
NoUs pt"Pl'7' were the

bnis almost gasped by i

delighted, if horrified a
t saw “The LiiUe Foxes'
In theater Wednesday
[fhese ejaculations wers % §
[ usually by D U
Bouse was big ig
get some more
The thea'
play was
later in the
There
ﬁn‘)’\ SCals
smply DbDoxes
floor. and pe
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Lincoln Audiénce S pe

JTallulah Bankhead brought th® 'was
Hubb&d 'amh_v to Mr. d ) ne "‘e'
night in Lillian Hellman's gripp sh ;l:»”¢
ipla\ “The L”"“ Foxes'. and b Sgr
an audenptr\ T '
cn‘n oh ter -
iplay the city has en
time, and while
not filled t
f\khv enjoyed the pe
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cnsirated the
‘entertainme
itnward hops
maore

1s ended
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i o™ -~ =
: ih" Peay

plaved

. In som

| gestures

{ pegister ir
émmdr-d us
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LINCOLN ™t - o

PHONE 2.6000

Tomorrow Night — ON

STAGE!

FIRST NATIONAL TOUR of tc ORIG
STAR IN IS COMEDY TRIUMPN

&THE MAN W4 O
HIMARIOUS COMmED g
HURR“* HUR:
RE STILL A
X OFFICE OF}
RFESERVED

ENXTY

| AeCADNY
8 TIMES WY

M theater had a m“

f y night for “The Man Who
R \o Dinner ™

with  Monty
Inasmuch &8
ad been here in the
Years ago, m.w
mleresting to com

ons and presents.

loolley in the lead
Clifton Webb ha
role only a few
ence found it
pare mierpretial
tion on the part of the cast
Mr. Woolley, owner of probably
amous beard of today
= Justice Hughes has
* irascible, psycho-|
—.itien Sheridan White«}
riction. and Gloris}

me good acting §
«cene when she dig-}
been iricked mn

24 teen proposed to|
- "‘:Cpbom .»..7,
-ting laurels for|

" -, Dm !‘m ”

~ompletely ummu'
fer one stage presen-

ral showings of the

It is said to have|
oy the late Alexan-|
who playved in it at
story goes that be|
Moss Hart's couns|
ennsylvania and 30}
ruests, the servants, |
{ Hart was furious. |
for a play, and}
Kaufman about|
nsoled him with the
¢ was just lucky

tt hadn't broken a leg|

, stay longer; and thﬂﬂ
id. “"There's your play!l”

It was, and “The Man Who Came
0 Dinner” has been l tuhm
favorite since it was first pres
ed. The cast last night djd not
it the polished, suave perfon
that Webb had given, bub
lesqued roles which were &b
buriesque in themselves. The i
ence had a good time an

)
g
.
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)

T
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An old-time hearse, drawn by a fteam of while harses, carries the Luxor mummy %o h,

 Mysterious Mummy
Performs at Theater

By David W. Petrina |Grossman spoke info the bose
Coughing and rasping tfo and wailed smiling wide as the
;shake out the dust of “more mummy expisimed % may be

restraining ropes, Sheriff
Rex was first to pose a v
tion, speaking into a vacuum Lois Howletf asied
cleaner type hose which was I1he

held over the mummy’s face by | {ion’s call lsfiess, Inficating he

Berry. see fhrough dased eyes 25

He asked how many deputies|well as be coulid falk Swough)
were in his department, then 'unmoving Eps. ‘
held the hose to his ear. The quesiioming pace slowed.

“It's kinda raspy, I can’t juniil a teen-age girl was coaxed
make it out,” the sheriff |to the speaking tube Her ques-|
said. tion was mof heard and she|

A small child in her mother’s | broke into a shriek of Iaughier
arms was overheard to say, | at the mummy"s asswer. Only 2
|“You mean that’s a mummy |friend mearby was told the

j%

| ({mommyvy) too

i i gs,l,ﬁ’

7

Phyllis to Pert

y i Wy
Marko the Magician and by
Phyllis (Mr. and Mrs. Richard e &

partin

L. Berry of Decatur) will take im Sheir Sa
o Nov. Mwmbmy.

be prese!

as part of “Vaudeville 72, ac- Isier @

cording to Terri Alexander, e
director of the vaudevillian ham for =
revival. !

re—
i s cinde e
o b

o

College of Decafur. -
Mr. and Mrs. Berry are

magicians who have performed!
professional stage magic for
many years. They now tour the
‘'US. and Canada annually with
their “Theatre of Mlusion,” the
largest traveling magic show im_
this country. ‘

Many of the stage props now
used by Marko in his show and
to be used during “Vaudeville
72" were originally co!nﬁnded
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oy $103,000, GRADIATE THENES

Allotment Keynote of Program For D. H. & Rev. Rev Jenney Pawses Examina.

: ke (Good Showing,
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anIye” CHELYE. L

Nxckel adm1==1on< twere . the % Friend, the Indian.’”..The big Sanders, proprietor of the Virg
ustom ih the old Bnou theater & Bijou offered - an ‘athateur =~ d Or billiard and poolroom;
itte’s"‘ear!y days in vaudeville contest and 3,000 - @& young woman employed in a
catur “shown ift - the above - feet of feztures.  posteard counter by Mr. Sand-
icture ‘taken -approximately 33 Shown in the picture, as'iden- ~ ers. Mr. Witte could not iden-
cars 2g6. At the side of the tified by Mr. Witte, are, left tify the person sianding next
jig - Bijou ‘was -the “Hitle "Bi=  to right, “Skinny” Allen, De- to the young woman, but sixth
ierjng‘ “60 Iaughs a min- catur painter: Jake Moore, now from the left is Ray . Colvin,
of Snnngﬁeld the late Virg now of St. Louis, Standing at-
the extreme right is Mr. Witte,

his head with his legs in ‘a split.

For the final letter, he used a

small barrel as a “prop.” Placing

himself jnside the barrnl, his_head

proiruded through a “hole in_ ﬁ‘xﬂ

center, while a leg dangled from-

| either end tufmal.e the three arms

of the letter. Still inside the bar-

rel he walked from the stage. Mr.

W;tte also appeared m =tock and’ -

in tumbling.acts. - i
Mr. Witte said ‘he “has' Do, plans,

for. the immediate ;Euture - éxcepé

that he and Mrs Witte wil] ‘remain

in Deeatur. - @ :
Lincoln Manager t:ame in 1840 i
' Mi_Finip came to_the Linco ‘Lincoln

as__house manager _.__M&’.._Jii

efter serving: as. ass <tan sk}

‘States ‘Theate"rs will chfcar\tmue the
: position, plecing full
r 'pnns;bﬂlty upon the two house
nagers, Thomase Finin, Jr., at the
"moln," and Joh Wenden at the

stranger ‘on Oct: 8 1805,
3 i s “seenn and .béan &

-2 part ot the: evelopment of Deca-
> fuy motion, picture :theatérs from
flickes. mckelod%ns to.the modern
‘establishments: now *showing mas-
ter}“lecm f;saund and “film,  Few
een a part of .the busgi-
era of

f,eld Befgare ‘I\eavmg ‘Decatur

" he was house: manacfet,sof thm
press theater He “was WIth the
Palace theater in Peoria for a
short. time before gomg to the
Orpheum. sin Springfield. = Atter
gmduatmn frorri hlgh schoo]. bere

d ctmtmued

seyeral

-

ief period
Great States ﬁouses

[T “nyese(y

qi1 a1q9ng .mzuoeq

11 LaCrosee, Wis. On
d a tele'fram frnm‘ he

prouy

Ay

;p iayer § ‘
’mﬂ*“e_ Mr. W;Hﬂ f0~= thezjob. ]

his,
soufs - ,"nrr:,'th,ng,¥ but <1mp1e e‘&
s cepr for the letfer’ Bt
For  that first  ictter; the - per-
former contrned ¢ get” hig légs
rointed ‘up over His hec:i, his heed
Fakmg iha center of “"e 1c Jer. For
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: /13, 1974
“Theafer

Now Under
New Bagnner

| TheLincoln Theater, 141 N.
Main St., is now

Sale of the Gr
Theaters chain {o Henrv G. Plitt

was_recenilv completed for 75
‘ﬁhﬂ_‘ Agreement in principie

for the sale was made last Oc-
fober.

The chain ocomsists of 12
thealers in 12 Midweslern and

| Western siales. ABC Inc. still

owns 265 thealers im 11 other
stales.

Ph

Plitt was president of ABC
Great Siales Management of

the

officially under|
management of Plitt Theaters|




Decatur Diary

Richard S. Edinger

¥ the Herald and Review
w2zt has become of all the;
o+ and property mem who
important role in De-
ar production ia
tzvs woes the city was 2

are still ar-
asdeville began o
rmetpal entertain-

was replaced
motion pic-
state assls-
* projector

-4
e

s year
s—=at0nal AJ

:nd Stage
Picture
formed

ofs £Ta

Equipment in the Lincoln Theater during

Stagehands Now Projectionists

E. Forkner and Harrell Mc-
guire, all projectionists at the
Avop Theater.

—W. N. Hambrecht and J. J. personalities come an¢ go over ,,."_'- -

Steele, both projectionists at the
Lincoln Theater.

—0, 0. Moran Jr
Hambrecht
Jr., projectionists at the Drive
In and Outdoor theaters.

—Joseph Keller, projectionist
at the Rogers Theater,

Sons Recruited

Asked about the similarity of
pames in the above list, Curtis
said that during the early 30's

izhen the Depression was at is

ight. motion picture operators
ecruited their eidest sons into
the business.

Curtis said he has a grandson
who is about to become & pro-
jectionist.

The names Bijou, Nickelod-
ean, Crescent, Empress, Nickel
Bx)ou and Powers are all fam-
iliar to the movie operators. All
< of these, with one exception,
were old movie bouses in De-
catur.

The one exception is the Pow-
ers Theater which was an op-
bouse. Moving pictures
were pever shown at the Pow-
s
The Lincein Theater is now

SEATS g.‘gj ;"
- :mzeu.or..st Lbere for

the 1920’s included this amplifier.
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BATTLE. Ryan 0 age Andre Maurois, one §

CULVER S'"L’"T"'

write their finest books in the

the most disintugished Freng|
writers of this century,
amarzingly versatile and inda
pRO- iricus man of letters, is one ¢

those few. His fiction, satire
_ essays :-.::C critic 1

REUNION PLANNE
Algmz D . _ .
friends of (===
fare at the Lincoln, alorg with lege w1
the films. The local m¢yie Op- P 5__’ ~
erators have seen maly stage Nels
The Cco=t ¢ -
the years =
Ethel Barrymore, Ta lulah —
Bankhead, Charles Coburn and FiSH
Mon ley were among the -
L‘:ecr.ﬁ'... who. appear ed on the =
\'agn g
Jeanette MacDonald and Gene M' =
Ra»m&&ﬂppea*ed in 8 musical | o, 55 » e e
comed‘. at the Lincoln in lsvl. ,
A |
THREE NEW STAMPS PERSO N M-
Postmaster General -Law- TYP‘NC EOK I
rence F., O'Brien announced Wi B
plans for the issuance of three TEEN AC- 2
additional U,S. commemorative e i of
postage stamps during (BIS  gypimg = !
e Just oic e x 2l
The stamps will salute the 20 SLES o
75th anniversary of the uo'ﬂ'e. RELNEES
Federation of Women's Clubs s o
the 25th anniversary of the US
Savings Bond program, and 5 ©
Great River Road (a highway 5 - .‘-:u v: ‘HD P
system linking larauc with the g q
Gulf of Mexico on eit side BROW N . ‘ p ""RO'L Eo
of the Mississippi F._\r ', — :
All will be S5<cent stamps Bus’u’esg Coliege | FONE
These three bring to 15 e - i
pumber of commemoratives for ]20 E ™ - 28 ‘28'6897
1966.
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THE LINCOLN (SQUARE) THEATRE

consistently disjointed. The "information™ has been ng?ZQn,

IN AT T
culled from programs, not always dated, and from memory /o /¢ ~77
that may be faulty at times. ‘ ;Eabﬂjjbyrjich

Until sOgmtime in the 1930's, when its name was “~ f'f‘f”u%i/
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qAbnged to LINCOLN THEATRE, it was called THE LINCOLN .. ..l ctcmaei
SQUARE THEATRE. 1t was built after the fire in 1915 :
that destroyed the Decatur Hotel and Arcade Hotel.
Clarence A, Wait had inherited the heavily mortgfgaged
corner from his father's estate. He decided to build a
theatre which could house and present the bestf stage
plays and shows that were plentifully available in these
days when "the road;i:; extensive theatrical systam;mﬁ

The'architects who designed the Lincoln Square
Theatre were Aschauer & Waggoner of Decatur. The theatre
was furnished sumptuously, its curtains and fire-proof
curtain were the best of the times.

The theatre was opened probably in Octocber 27 of
1916. The program for the first production, "HIT-THE-

TRAIL-HOLLIDAY" gives only the date "Friday Evening,

Qc%s%g;,21;ﬁ

The theatre seated some 1600 in its "orchestra”
mezzanine and balcony and boxes. There was an orchestra
pit, flanked by a box on each siée'igyliﬁlll on the main
floor and a box above each on the mezzénine level.
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For that opening night, the orchestra was under
the direction of Robert Walter., The play, "Hit~Thes
Trail-Holliday was by George M. Coban (suggested by
George Middleton & Guy Bolton) and produced by Cohan
& Harris. Frank Otto - George M. Cohan's cousin =
played the title role of Billy Holliday. Between
two of the acts, he introduced Clarence A. Wait who
spoke briefly about what he hoped the theatre would
mean for Decatur.

%:§LM§§9§§$§Z_?ES manager of the theatre and C.H.
Saiénat was asst, Mgr., and Treasurer.

At that time the movie spectacles of D.w. Griffith,
and the :
spean “"colossal" productions of other filmmakers were

being distributed to what were known as "legitimate"
theatres; those which Sesseessomy

presented stage
preductions exclusively. So between stage plays such as
"Experience" Mrs. Fiske in "ERSTWHILE SUSAN® in April =
of 1917, such movie features as Grifiith's"Intolerance!
"The Birth of the Race" and"Hearts of The World" were
showne

During the early days of the Lincoln Square Theatre
the emphasis was on stage shows. Mrs, Fiske appeared
again in 1923 in "The Last Cards" Otis Skinner began
his numerous appearances at the Linceln in May of 1919,
appearing then in "The Honor of The Family;™ in 1921
he returned in "Mister Antoniofl; in 1924 WM December,
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of that year, he acted and sang! in a musical"Sancho Panza"
based on Don Quixote.

Among the many stars who have appeared on the stage
of the mmmsdm Lincoln have been Ethel Barrymore in "The
Off Chance in 1920's, in"The Corn Is Green,"” Dec, 9,1943;
The Dolly Sisters in "Oh Look" during the 1919-1920 season;j
Laurette Taylor in "PegeO' My Heart" Feb. 1920; Anna
Pavlowa "The Incomparable And Her Ballet Russe" as the pro-
gram states, December 223 - 19217 Geraldine Farrar
appeared in a concert, November 14,1922; Harry Lauder
sang for a matinee and night performance Feb. 8,1921;
Walter Hampden played "The Taming Of The Shrew" at a
matinee, Wednesday, February 22,1922, and played "Hamlet™
that same night!

Lionel Barrymore appeared only once at the Lincoln

Square as far as these records smenfioomphate

of programs
indicate. He acted the role of Achille Cortelon in "The
Claw"., The leading lady was Irene Fenwick who played
opposite Lionel in many Swesse of his };ﬁ:;:; stage pro-
ductions.

Al Jolson in 1921- or 1922 appeared in a production
"Sinbad" billed as "The Most Popular Singer in The World
With a Budget of Corking New Songs."™ It was in March of
either one of those years. He drove from Springfield where
he had appeared the night before - the roads were not
all paved between there and Decatur. He was almost stuck
in the mud several times. During the musical he frequently
made a quip about the"road to Decatur."”
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George Arliss, iIn"Jacques Duval® Dec. 15,1919 4)

Ed Wynn cavorted about the Lincoln stage in
"Carnival® - rather it was "Eg Wynn Carniwal” in May
of 1920; several years later, he returned in "The Ferfect
Fool.™ In October 1923, Jane Cowl played Juliet in Shakespeare's
Romeo And Juliet. Jack Donahue danced in the musical
comedy "Molly Darling” in November of 1523. Clga Petrova
was in the romance "The White Peacock" sometime during
the 1923-1924 season. Richard Bennett, father of Constance,
Joan and Barbara, appeared in "The Barker" in 1928.

There were many movies during the early days - the
serials - YRuth Roland in "Hands Up;" Pearl White in"The
Black Secret.” There were movie comedies of Buster Keaton,
Charlin Chaplin, Charlie Chase, and the many editions of
Pathe News to furnish a "prologue"” to the feature film.
The orchestra, in those silent days played for the high-
lights of the program - first an overture, then for the
News footage. Then for the comedy, a pianist or later an
organist took over while the members of the orchestra
reeirad.<f§§§?;¥p§araé,whgn the feature film was developing
dramatically, romantically or comically. Then would-{hel
give forth with the appropriate classical or popular music.

Such productions as "Irene", "Tea For Threej§ The
Sonora Grand Opera Company for several days presented
"Rigoletto,” "Il Trovatore” and "Lucia Di Lammermoor;"
Booth Tarkington's "Seventeen," the Lassie's White All
Star Mingtrels;" "The Greenwich Village Follies;"™ numerous
companys presented bloedhounds and dme floating ice ¥
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and Littel Eva heavens in their interpretations of
"Uncle Tom's Cabin;® "Blossom Time" "Rio Ritaj"
(all of these were stage productions) "Rose Marie";
"You Can't Take It With Youj" *Life With Fatherj;" and
"Arsenic And Old Lace,” all graced the stage of the
Lincoln - and many MmEE many more.

But, not least important, the Lincoln Square Ehaamam
Theatre was a place for the presentation of many other
things. There were a number of High School éﬁaduatien
exercises held there. Jack Dempsey put on a sparring ex-
hibition after his famed fight with Georges Carpentlier.
Blackstone the magician appeared there a number of times,
the last time in August 1942 when he had to calmly ham
persuadgf(anﬁ pacify the audience, mostly childreafout

the doors and fire escapes when a fire broke out in the o
Senator Hiram Johnson a presidential

Rambo Drugstore next door. candidate from California, made a primary
campaign speech there in spring of 1924

There were many local shows andm and periormances

presented. One of the first was "Jollies of 1919"

presented by Ansar Temple, A.A.0.N.M.3. a "Big Minstrel

Comedy Revue - Put on as Shriners do everything” on the

night of Saturday January 13,1919, "Heaven, Hell or

Hoboken," was produced in 1920 by a group of enterprising

war veterans under the direction of a jeweler R.H. Heil

Later"The First American Legion Minsgrels" was produced

by Castle Williams Post Number 105. In October of,pro -

mmiy bably 1921, the Decatur Musical College presented #£

"Dance Divertissments 'Ballet de Masquerade' under the
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the direction of Annette Van Dyke."” The"symphony"” orchestra
was under the direction of G. Tommasi who directed the
Lincoln orchestra for yearsf?ggzlgﬁffgffglglﬂ - 1924.
A year later, the same dance group ﬁanaargreseated
"A Living Doll Revue§j and in December 1922 during the
Christmas holidays the Decatur Musical College put on
"Junior Follies of 1922," billed as "A minature edition
of the Fokine Ballet introduced in the Ziegfeld 1922
Follies."
“Whose Little Bride Are Youj}" was produced in

April 1923 by the Decatur Fans Association to raise money
for the Decatur Three-Eye baseball team. The talent was
Iega;,ﬁgﬁ. Heil playing a prominent part with ﬁerm; Connor,
Everett Fenhallegon, Robert Barracks, Victor C. Dewin -

afé;;ﬁp callérdg themselves "The Mokanna Flayers,”
presented during the 1919-1520 season - presumably &n
March 31st and April 1st of 1920 - "Seven Chances? It
was a play by Roi Cooper Megrue who wrote "Tea For Three”
Mrs, Charles Albert Gille directed it. In the cast were
Art Metzler, Virginia Baldwin, Otto R. Kyle, Marion Wait
(whose father Clarence had had the theatre built) Lucille
Grieder, Katherine Helen McGorry, Mildred Plerce,Norma
Flesher, Mrs. Carleton Mattes -

There were of course many later productions after the
20's and about which I have no records. :

All of this is very factual and mere skin and bones.
Someday I hope to give a more detalled account a@é&ﬁg the
flesh of the excitement, fascination and warmth of going
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to see the plays and shows at the Lincoln.
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You will note that most of the information here is
about the period from 1916 to 1924, and mainly about the
stage productions and little about the movies. I have
RO records of significance of the great number of movies

and stage presentations from 1924 on. Aadsm The peried

of the late 20's when there were two "mighty" organs in

the Lincoln - a fashion of the movie "palaces" in those

W<

days - nesspscihacabesepansnlihes %M and the Emcees suchfgaz

as George Givet -|' Watson and his band - who were "live"”
and appeared,for months ,before eévery movie - of this
period I have no programs nor records available here.
And as I indicated above, this reflects nothing of
the sources Qﬁythe thrill when you were seated in the
theatre, saw the footlights throw a glow cn the rose-
' colored velour curtain, when the orchestra lights would
’ flicker as a signal for its members to wind up the music
they were playing, when the"house"lights would dim and
the audience noises, shufilings and program rattlings
would gradually subside and the"house" would pause in
the darkness, and then with a quiet swish the curtain would
90 up on a brightly lighted new worlde... phony as it was
many times ... but, nonetheless titilating and fun.

Frank Wait

November 16,1975




