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Xz3e ol orisima’ cez=r: . =. Surface
dZistory:
1. An Incomplets 2-=3= o7 zi:le follows. (Source-office of Macon County
recorier ol Za=ds
Nov, Z-, 1°%=_- Zlizabeth Surface inventory.
April 10, 137z2- =Zznch E, Zeiss inventory.
May 19, _°7Z- _st National Bank of Decatur as zZxecutors

under L/W/T of Blanche Zeiss, deceased to
RodgerK. Snelson and Mary Louise Snelson,

Data from Macon Counzty assess:r's ocffice follows:
Building class 3. - 111
2 stories, 10-rooms, Z bathrooms, 1
Masonry constructicn, concrais f:uni
Gable roof, medium ritch, of tile
2 porches: side porch 5-1/2'x19', rear porch, 6'x8!
75% basement
9 rooms with hardwood floors, 1 with softwooad
3 baths with tile floors; kitchsn with linoleum
Brick garage with tile roof, 22'x43'- cement drive, 102°

-fixture toilet room
ion, brick exterior walls
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: 110 (see sketch en néxt page)




History Conf‘d.:
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ing talked with Mr.
ing the follewing informa-

, the original owner of

‘zzgoner, Knight was the

-
(S 8, — I
L 2 _ne nomss was ITimis-ced In S,

> o2k, with very heavy doors
27 wooden Tluied ccolumns, now worth about $500 each
) The garage, located abou: 30' bebind the.house,.had a base-
ment where the furnzce wzs located. Hot water heat was
used in the h
Later (1922-5
clipping) 25 people in the area contributed $1,000 each
for a central heating plant located at the end of West
North Street. When union rules reguired more men to

operate it, thus increasing the costs, it was abandoned.
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=i=torv Cont'd.:
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nterview with Mr. Reuben Zeiss continued:

b, Mr. Zeiss called attention to the fact thzt th
brick pavement in front of the house.

¢. The following data was secured by M. M. Heyer:
- Occupant of Wm. B, Surface (source-cit e

1884 - Wm. E, Surface, machinist, Faries X¥fg
1901 - Wm. E, Surface, VP & Sup't.,

1920 - Wm. E. Surface, VP, Faries ¥I

1925 - Wm. “.Surface, President, F=r

2

d. The following data was secured by M. M. Meye
occupation of Reuban Zeiss (source - city 4i
1918 - Reuben Zeiss - auditor.
1919 - Cashier, Walrus Mfg. Company.
1933-1945 - Treasurer, Walrus Mfg. Co.
(No occupation shown after that)
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Parsonal visit Januvary 11, 1976

The twenty plus fluted wood columns msntionsd ©°ov Mr. Z=iss
2re the columns all sround the houss; ir front Tnsrs =rs

four 2t the entrance and six at the vporte-cocnsre: I could
21so see some near the sunroom, and Mr. Snelson said zthey

ar= also 2t the back of the house.

Glass doors and partition between living and dininz roozs
give the illusion of much open space. Dining rcom Iurrniture ofic.»sa-iy
in the home wss purchased by the 3Srelsons. Mrs. Snslso-
c2id the host chair is & replica of chairs she == ir the
“s.ce of Burgesses in Willi=a« - urg, /7.
sconces
LT0 Tigwr Tiusures are origiveT, oo the wall XEEEEX are

B

fitted with both gas and =lcct:

1c87 Y.

|

“nrsa fireplaces; livirgr~on one has four tiles inset 2Bove
the mantle: the one in th= ~uaroom has a raised hearth;
“a2 ope in the bedroom is of white glazed brick.

Woodwork downstairs is oak, and the living room has a low
dado, with wide strivs near the ceiling. Woodwork upstairs
is mahogany, but 21l frames are painted; Mr. Zeiss told
Mre, Snelson that this was always true, so the only
nchogany showing is in the doors.

The wall between butler's vantry and kitchen was removed
mut built-in cabinets in hoth have heen retained.

-

Hzndrail on the stairway is stepved, and the balusters zare
sgnare, sppearing to be the same qhsoa but larg=r than

the vieces used in wood screens concealing radi=ssors,
Thnere is 2 window seat on the steir landing.

There are two baths upstairs, and a2 lavatory downstairs.
FPlumbing fixtur@s are original.

>

The foyer has a mosaic tile floor snd a2 built-in bench.
Floor of the sunroom is ¢ ry tile

One window at the rear of the living room nas =tched
v=nesls on either sid=.

The furnace is now in the mss=m=rnt of <h= house.
¥Mr. Smelson hss found th=at t ch hollow tiles
inside the evterior brick wal
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home was built

ojections give this Colonli=z_ =tT=arance,
ry out the style 3 <o wiis, ©oro-
amental plagues Cha

of brick,
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VELY  amiss )75
Reuben C. Zeiss, 92, of the
Hotel Orlando died 8:30 a.m.
Sunday in Decatur Memorial
Hospital.

Funeral services will be 3
p.m. Wednesday in Dawson &
Wikoff Funeral Home.

There will be no visitation.
Burial will be in Fairlawn
Mausoleum.

Mr. Zeiss was born in Mount
Pulaski, a son of George P. and
Carrie D. Busher Zeiss.

He was a member of First
Presbyterian Church and the
Decatur Club.

. He married Blanche Surface
im 1917. She died in 1972.

YWCA, YHICA

fo Receive
Lot Boe 5 /975

Bulk of Zeiss Estate

The bulk of the estimated
$300,000 estate of an elderly
Decatur man who died last
month will go to the YMCA and
the YWCA. :

The Decatur Park District
also receives a bequest under
the will of Reuben C. Zeiss,
who died Nov. 16 at the age of
92 as does = the First
Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Zeiss® will has been filed
for probate, with the First Na-
tional Bank of Decatur named
as executor.

After specific bequests fotal-
ing about $40.000 to several
relatives and friends, and one
of $5,000 to the First
Preshyterian Church, Mr. Zeiss
in his will directs that the
balance be distributed among
the Decatur Park District and
the YMCA and YWCA.

The Decatur Park District

will receive 10 per cent of the
residue, under Mr. Zeiss’
direction that it be used “for
making the retired life of
senior citizens in the Park
District r ore comfortable and
pleasant.’

The YMCA and YWCA will
each receive 45 per cent of the
residue, with no specific in-
structions for their use of their
shares included in the will

Hareld J.  Blankenship,
director of administration for
the park district, said its share
of the Dbequest probably
wouldn't be available wmtil late
1976.

“The board probably will
decide what to do with it closer
to the time the money will be
available,” he said, “They
have no plans now. but there’s
no question we're going to be
very glad to get it.”




