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:i :1-,ie fol]ows. (Souree-office of l{acon County

=' lzabeth Surface inventory.
- l-i:rch E. Zeiss inventory,

-st i{ational Bank of Decatur as Sxecutcrs
unCer t"/Y/f of Blanehe Zeiss, deceased to
SodgerK. Snelson and. Mary Loulse Snelson.

:'--;r cl:ectoriesr
ii. :. S'.:-rface and.f or Ellzabeth Surface.
ls"-a=- I Taiee

=^.::*-T Qne] <.rn

Data fron l{accl }c'=--y -s3ssc:'s office follor+s:
Bulldlng cla-<s i. - :-aai-1, :.xe:1i-ng
2 storles, IC-:o;r:, : -ra'.h:!:rBs, 1 2-fixture toilet room
Hasonry construei:-::, :orsre:s jc,;ria*ri-on, brick exterlor wa1ls
Gable roof, neolu.L t'--ce, ci --1:e
2 porchess sid.e 1n:ch :-;/2'xi9' , Tezr porch, 5'x8t
75% tesenenl"
p rooms rlth harircol floors, i xith softrood
3 baths with tile floors; ki-i,chen rith linoleum
Brick s:Tase r:.th ti11 

lgot: 
22'x4)'1 c;nent,d1iv1, 102'

3.

Pr=sent orrrer : mary l,oulde SneLson.
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-r^j, -=.:r' J. Ssi:.1*-15€ i?.lked rlth Mr.
-1i:-::a-; l:l, g:Eai.:€ +"he following lnforma-

il

L+.

gei6< 3: i.8lts :EfliiFiI+ai:a*

!h.l:i==r --:€:=-'---tt:: r. :. :-"i:iaee, :he original oliner of
-a= -,.p=! =:a 

i.
-l -.b.a.

.- 1g a--'--+:-.s 'i!:p -{::---a-:: -: ia+cner. Ir.night was the
eo&1:?:--3=o

/ -o --85 E< ----=-5-

1- =cetsf,--"a"i:s rco:ii=.. - H,:::€*:f ?3:eer
-lorqstai:s rsq.'.;:s - ::-:: cakr -Jii,h verT heavy doors
2? rooial ii.-:;:a 3:-;r:s, :or- r:=th about $500 each

tli The garage, )-ocated. a-lasa; ii' -rrehivri -ihe-.hquset.had a base-
Eest ffhere +-he lur:race r- located' -Edt-ratef 'heat was
used in the hcusa.
i.ater {lgZZ-See Ui29/?4 c3-lpp!-s.g. (t0 ramties -$ee sane

^'! i --' 
\ - - *L.a ara: ann*ri lnr*gl !h'l OOO o:u*gy1n$/ z) Popae 1n the :rrea contrihrted $11000 eacn

for a central heating plant loeated at the end of Eest
Horth Street. i{hen unlon mles required more nen to
operate it, thus increasing the costs, lt was ab,andoo*.
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+. Interview with Mr. Reuben Zelss continueds

b. Mr. Zeiss called attention to the fact thzt -"here is a

brlck pavement in front of the house.

c. The fotlowlng d.ata $as secured b.y l*1. l'1' Haye:l
- gcculnnt of !{m. ts. $urf""u (uorr=ce-ci-'r,y ri=ec-uories)

1884 - lJn. E. Surface, machinist, Fa::i-es l{fg' Co'

1901 - -r,hn. E. Surface, VP & Sup't., Faries ilfg. Co'

l92A - llm. E. Surface, VP, Faries l{i3' lc'
J)?5 - irln. -.Surface, Presidentr F:rles liig. Co'

d,. The fo11or+ing d-ata lras seeured by H' H' l{e;re= ==garding
occupation of Reuban Zeiss ("ourt" - ci-"y illec-.orles):

1918 - Reuben Zeiss - aud"itor.
L9a9 - Cashier, u{alrus Mfg. Conlnny.
af3-W45 - Treasurer, Halrus l'1f9. Co.
(No occupation shoi'in after that)

L^



Personal vislt Janua.ry 1l-. lq?6

The twenty plus fluted- wood colpsns -rel:1c-=c :'i- !{r. ZeLss
are the columns all around the ho-'-r-se; i-r frc:--: :h:r: '^:e
for:r at the entrance and slx at the corte-coehere: I ec;'ld
also see some near the sunroom, and Mr. S::e1soll s.eia:Ier
a-r= a.1so at the ba.ck of the hotrse.

Gla.ss doors a.nd partltion between 11ving and i1:1::g :coES
Sive the 111r.rslon of mu.ch open Space. Dlnlng rco5 i--::r-:::;re oAis.+;i
ln the home wns r.rtrchasecl by the ir:elsons. !v!rs. S::=1so-*-
s':irl the host char::' is a replica of chalrs s1' ''- ::-- !i'13
1---.:: cf Burgesses ln Wllli'' ,rt8r i-.

seonees
-.- l ' - r.":i :'j-;..;.1:es are orjg1.-' " . : ','-j'r ;':a11 rurrrrf a1.g

fltted wtth both gas nnd el-ec;-ii*r?'Y'

Surface-Sna1
8q1 I,I. wi1

l:-:=t t'rrep1.a.ces ; lirrlr
ihe nantl"e; the oii? iri
:-r" c'na 'rn the bed.room

Tne furna"ce ls now ln the
!lr. Smelson hps formd thai
i.rslde the e:rterior briek

s ca- r- ^.-s ?
lic-

:r'' "*; u cr'': 1i,,, il f otrr tl1es inset above
iir: -uLlrooEl ha.g e Taised hearth;
ls of, whlte glazed brl-ck.

= 
-a n:'e O

Lleh ho11ow t11es

*ooi,.+ork d-ownstalrs is oak, and the 1-iv1ng ?oom has a lovr
Cado, wlth wlde strlos nea-r the cel1lng. Woodt*ork upstalrs
1s nahoeany, but a-11 fra,nes are oalntedi Mr. Zelss told
Yro. Sne]son that thls rrl2s always trr1e, so. the on1-y
:=hoga-ny sh<lwlng 1s ln th' r,loors.

The wall betrrre€D brrtl3rrs oantry and kltchen v:a.s rer:oveo,
but bu.ll t-In cablnets 16 hoth ha.ve been retained.

Sand-ra11 on the stalrway ls stenoed, and the ba.l-'::sters 
"-r?scr-rare, appea.rlng to be the Sa[e shaoe but ]-arger i-ez-

r.he Dieces irsed. 1n wooC screens concea-]-1ng raltra--'ors.
There ls a- wlndoiv seat on tha siair'"lanCitS.

Tnere are two baths uDst-airs, and a l-avatory ccr+::stalrs.
?l-r::nb1ng flxtures are ori91na1.

I-e foyer ha.s a mosale t11e f'loor and a. b':L1i-ln bench.
31oor of the sunrootr is cu"rrY tir.e.

One wlndow at the reer of lre l-f ilr'-e roos.as etehed-
pnel s on eithe:: side.

:= < --i -:-t c! : a
the:. sre ten

-*.a11s -_>**-*;--*'-1j
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--i= .-l:ri:c:-Snel;on home was built in i:--'.. I:-= -::-; :-: l--:::3'*1-ar
::.:.:r:;1-;l fei+ pro-ieetions qive this home a::aa-::l l:-::-'-:-::-==T'nce,
:..:'-::es 'x::1ch carry out the st1'-ie include tie :'-:i ::-:i ;---:- ;::e, !io-
'::--}8; eaves, ornafitental plaq'..tes ano. use of vera:::=. -:-: ::-== :i9re

-: : -:.1 l:i construCteC of hricir, or stone covereC xi *-:- s: -: 3: -- :: : ::::':i?---
:1::: oi both. Sold d-esi{ls, vi.'c::or.tsl']' inC'icatea ''-; 

:::-: :"'---:: :1 =^

j?:r-=r or contrasting hue '"rei'e incorporated into ii:e ia:'-:: '-: -= ::-:
::se in tr.is hone. The si1,'1= ceioneing mainl;r to +vl:e :e;-j- :'l:- -;=3 ':?:-;'

-^:rr'l ar

Breud Cantrel1 ,

Jaruar;;, ii^:
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W- zetss ,//''/26
-TTilben C. Zeiss. 92. of the

Ilotel Orlando died B:30 a.n.
Sunrlai" iri Dccatur Ilerrtut rai

Hospital.
l"uneral services rvill be 3

p.rn. Wednesdav irr Dav;son &
\\ri kotT Funeral llome.

Thcre wiil be no visiiatior:.
Burial \\,ill l:e ]n Fairiar';n
Idau-"oleur.

Mr. Zeiss u'as born ia N{oitttt
Pulaski. a son of George P. and
Carrie D. Busher Zeiss.

I{e u,as a rnetlber of First
Presbyterian Church and the
Decatur Ciub.

lle married Blanche Suriace
in 1917. She died in 1972.

YWCA,YKB&B**giY,,,,
tsulk of Ee,{-ss Estate
The bulk of the estimated

$300,000 estate of an elderlY
Decatur mari who died last
month rvi1l go to the YMCA and

the Y\rvCA.
The Decaiur Park District

alsri receives a bequest rtncier

the r','ill of Reuben C. Zeiss.

u'ho cied No-". 16 at the age of

92. as tloes the First
Presbyrerian Church.

X{r. Zeiss'v,'ill }ias been filed
{or probate. rviih the First Na-

tional Banli of Decatur named
as executOr.

:\fter si,ecific becluesis total-
ing aboui $40,000 to seleral
relatives and friends. anC one

of S5.000 to the Fii'st
Presltvterian Church. I1r. Zeiss

in his rtill dilects that the
balance be ciistributed among
the Decatur Park District and

the Y\{CA ar',C YIVCA.
The Decatur Park District

rviil receive i0 Per ceri o: the

residue. unCer llr. Zeiss'

direction tha: it Lt l-'e -'. ior
making the :€'l:t: .:'e :

serilr citizens "r i'- f ;:.1
District I ure u .'. I :ial: i1d
oleasanl.'' Ti'e \-\iC \ ,,*.; "':'f :. i - -

each:'eceii'e i' :=. ..'l' I ls
residue. ',\ t':l : ::t.l: ...-

structions iol' :i.-: Lise ':j ::.:::
shares i.cluder '- lfs \liii

Hai:ciri " B;:.,:'-:::.P.
clircc'tor oi ac::ltnist:;:. :. : .:
the plrk ctSl: , '. satt :.i ':::e
of the bequest P:':;^'J'1'
riotrldr: 1 be :r ,. :f e .:.-. .::e
1 9i6.

"The boai'C Pr hi'.i,-'' u'il1

6sqifle \1 har Ii ' '.'.'.- ' . rer

to the time the:r.'-c:" ''''1, re
atailahle.' le .i.l:.. 1:
Irar r no p)ar.: r', ' r.l' .. --:''-'s

no question ue :e :oiil; :l le
very giad t0 gei ri. '

o


