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Addreqe: 351 N. College St., (i+u-.-l aalf of College Sqr:are)

il o"r*gu, "o*a=r"ato": -3?i.

Narme oLorlginal or+ner! iE. i. *':L.'an - 1873.

Hlstory: "l!lrs. &rnis ras a -*i'ex ahen she sold. ther property'to-lrobabii
lJs most famous oHrl3r. ;rl,*a zli Au3,.rstus E. Statrey lOuqht the house aeL

property for twentJ thous:nn doiiars xhich was transdetdd ln'tos Angeles,
Cafifornla 1n Febr.r*'1, 19a3. Ii has been said..that,whein A:'E: Staley I
was a young d.oor--.qdoo: s-ia=ch salesnanr -he'had. alrays'ad.mlred that piece
of }a.nd. and would'like io nave built hls home'on it. -i{e1t, he got hls
wlsh. 0r at leasi ila=i 3: It'' Although he couldnrt bulld hls hone, he

could. add on a;o -ur]€ one ',hat ras already there, iria aaa he d.ld! His nain
ad.d.ition Has a "C" shaped porch tbat alnost. enctroses the flr6t floor.
The floor r:us ail red tiler,and. the walls a conerete p)-aster'so hard "the
nails treit". The length of the sun room is over a hund.red fbet. All 1n

all, l1z'. Staley spent one hundred- and. tr+enty-flve thousand rlollars when he

started reaoCeling ln 1917."
"The house is nainly Engllsh Tud"or in style. rn nany parts of

the house you r+i1l- finci a mixture. For instanee, the Sreen tile roof is
orienlal in sty}e. The outsid.e of the house ls yelIow stuceo wlth brorm
trirrrming and. splotches of d.ark red bricks. The house faces the east,
and on that side is the naln entrance. The windolrs are mainly in a Fbench
style, ma.d-e of 1ea.ded prism glass. Sone of the wiad.ows are stained-g1ass.
Above the wind.o1s on the top of the roof ale sj-x red-briek chinneys ' tor+er-
lng over the rest of the house. 0n the Nest sid.e is a carriage house, large
enough for six ears. It is of the same style as the house and. on the sec-
ond. floor is the original chauffeurrs quarters,

"Insid-e, the house is proud and staunch. The na11s are about
fourteen lnches thick, As you enter the front d.oor, you see a huge red-
brick fireplaee, very out of character with the rest of the house. In fron*'
of you are the two oak doors that used. to Iead. to the dining roon, the
kitthen, the butlers pantry, and the breakfast roon. In the roon fornerly
a d.lning room j-s a 1oveLy whlte marble fireplace with a statn-g1ass wind.or
above ii. 0n the left of the maln entrance are two atrnrtments, once the
living roon. At the top of the stairs (on your rlght) is a "bachelor's
pad." once, the naster bedroon suite. The bathtub there ls the naln attrac-
tion. Inagine, if you can, a massive bathtub enclosed 1n tlIe. You can
af-so see a bit of the orlginal parquet floor around the Ii-vlng room carpet.
CE .,he tidrd. floor is rihat used to be a ba11roon. Host of lt is taken up by

';tio c.ptnents - one xith three rooris and. one with four rooms. 0n the for::l:
l. cc= is z balcotrJr over the ballroorrr Hhere the band. used to slt. -t{ay Corn
:elcr' 1s a basetrent, a very Calk and scary oner Faeing the basenent stai-- (S"e reverse side)

?T3se:.+, .:-.*a:rt s nzr'93 ia;;ne :11 Ar,.::e Phi11ips.



ls a wl-ne cellar with iioo::s that look like the ones on castles. Those

blg, heavy doors with the arching tops. Also dorm -r,here is a large roosl-
slzed coal bin that haC't,o be fllled all the Hay up ioi winter. Hid-den

everynhere ih the house =e C'urb-waiters and many other nfsQ1i,9p, I'* sore.'r

Sunmarv of onners oi l::= =esidence at 351 N. Collest streel.

$25,000 eost.
(

$eo;ooo cost:
$t25r000 eost of renuieling
ln 1917.
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There ls a piece of land in the lJestern Additlon of Deeatur that is ealleti

"College Sq.uare". The whole plece of laad ls 21CI feet by 240 feet. However, cn

the east side, a plece of land 13 feet by Zt+O feet is to be used only as a bouleva:i,

North and" south of thls piece of land is College Street. Bounding the east and xest

sides ls North Street. Although the land is gently sloping' the hill was nuch hlgA-

er till lt was eut down ln helght so lt eould be bu1lt uporlr

In early tines this piece of land nas referred to as "The Mound". Back then

it was consid.ered public property, so the publtc used it. Clvtl Har eonpantes met

there, the circus staked. their tents there r+hen they nane to toun, and of course it

ras a eonvenlent playground for restless children.

0n l{arch 2]-, 1829, the United States of Arneriea entered. the aforementloned

piece of land in the nane of l,Illliam Hanks Jr. It was adopted (or plattea) Uy ttre

city council on February 2, L89L.

After Mr. Hanks had. the property entered, he sold the land to h{i1l1am T. Cres-

sey on Novenber L4, t936,

Aplnrently Hr. Cresseyrs name was misspelled somer.rhere beeause a Wll1iam T.

Crlssey sold the land to Peter Akers and !f1111am Stoddard Crissey, AuE;ust 25, 1841,

-Jlirian T. Crissey wasntt the only owner, though. The Davises, Allens, and. Grldleys

ail ormed. Lf5, and, I{r. Crissey ormed the rest, All of thern sold thelr shares for a

tctal aaount of ten dol1ars. You may thlnk they got gypped. They dlrlntt. !'1r. Ak-

ers anC ltr. lC. S. Crissey rere trustees or "in trust". They had to build or eause

soEeone to bulld an "aead.emy or seminary of learnlng" with three thousand. Collars b;r

tbe year 1850. It uas to be "free to all persons ryithout restrictions from any dlf-

ference of Religious Sentlments". It was ln the deed that the Methodlst Eplscop.:.

Church ras to be in charge of the school, also that the church could lnerease the

trustees up to flfteen, If the school ras not bul1t, the trustees Here to seLl -uce
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property, giving the proceed.s to the ehurch's Flissionary Soejety.

'i{e11, Mr. Akers and. Mr. Cri-ssev d.idnti cone thbrrqh and. the aeademy or seninarr

Hasntt bulIt. AIl that trouble did have one good outcome, though. "Col1ege" r,ras a

nlee sounding word, and after what haapeneC it seemed a proper nane for thls land (be-

sidesr not everybod,y ean pronounee seninarv, and who ever heard- of "Academy Square"?).

So it was unoffielally d.ubbed "Collese Scuare" or "College Hil1". Don't think for a

moment that the Misslonary Soclety of the l'lethoCi st Episcopal Church nas going to let

Akers and Crissey have that land". No rayl The Socj ety f led a suit against trr:stees

Akers and Crissey in Cireuit Court of I'tacon Coun+uv, case 3977. They fil"ed Jul"y 18,

L86?, and Akers and Crlssey gave the d.eeo to t,he Soetety on March 11, 1854.

The Soclety sold the south half ( 2?? feet bv 120 feet) to llll1lam J. 0uinlan and

wife. It uas executed in Nes York on Auqust 16, 1864, The eost was two thousand dol-

lars. In 18/J, Ilr, O.uinlan built a house or his property. Mr. Q,uinlants house Has verv

rl.ark on the inside because there rere almost no windows ln the house at all' There rere

nlne fireplaees, one Ln every roon sx6ept one.

Mr. and Mrs. Q-ulnlan (Mr. Qulnlan xorked. at the e.B"&O,.) sold thelr house and proP-

erty to !tr, Hl1llam H. Ennis on a June day in 1889. Mr. Ennis lnld tr+entv-flve thousan3

ioll-ars for it.

0n Apr11 2J-,1897r Mr. Ennis sold his prooerty to Louie, his i+ife.

H:s, Ennis was a widow when she sold the property to probably i+.s rrost faec:;1! g-r-nstr

:x-sa an.d Augustus E. Staley bought the house and property for tr+enty thousanC :oLi"-

r:1:: 'r3s transacted ln Los Angeles, California on February 3, l9:.-), ft has seen saii

--L:.:',*hen A. 3. Staley f was a young door-to-door stareh salesman, h: haC a--*avs zd.-

-!r=A :e='rraaa sf land and would like to have bul1t his hone on it, ;e.Lr, he 6:ct his

r*isn, 0= at ieas+. part of lt. Although he couldn't build his hone, ha cc,:i: adi oB -;o

--i:e c:'ie "-ha-. iras aiready there, and add he dld:'. His mallr aCdition ras a "C" shal'qi

;c:e:'-ha-. alncst encloses the first floor, The floor r+as ali red t11e, and the xa]ls a

::3s=e.;,e !i-re= sc nard "the nails nelt". The length of the sunroom is over a hunrlred

ri3-rr ---- -i a-1, !{:. Stalev spent one hundred and twenty-five thousanC dollars rhen
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he started remodelllng in 79L?, fn February of 1919, The Stalevs'got a narginal

release on the nortgage thev had owed Guy P. Lewis, trustee of the Pllllikln Na-

ttr:nal Bank, Thev raii -im txo $_51000 notes.

Mr. Staley diai !ese=ia1 !$, ta40 ln Miami, Florlda; where the Stalevs went

eyerv winter. 01d t)e-::-:':< Jusene willed everything to his wlrlow, Emmao

Emna tr. Staierr gar-€ z :alf of the l:opertv to the Young Mens Christlan Assoela-

tlon on $3n+-ss'gsr - r, :3-'-. lat-et, she gave the other half to the same assoeiation.

The Y.FI.C.Ar Sslj ::.: !:c!€riy +"o Rov and lilinnie Ph11113s on Anril 25t L95?.,

The Fhiliips 1ee:a: i: --::i-.= -:c::gcski on lecenber 1, L955. Erina DongosLi deeded

it'oack',e ic'r Fh:^-i3; :t: -:?::.-c 1:'.'. Ij.-1a". be^.fles you.'listen q:.rarr:l-1.r'"

Y!, "-ni Hrs. i.-.:-*i= i;=-';?d :;, I - :;T'.a :?.a? on].y. At +,hatt+iro. +-Hc

--- u*=

.-= -'i - -::.,. :^.:_i ^^nV.1. i t .-s+rl:Zi Ch.; tO

'^-- ^-i j.: :. :ecC-, 0n A,lzus' 10r

1c::, i.:"' ::'-.^:._;s :i:d. -ia-c': -. i'lri::3' -" = -2-i,+-l :-= =lrl-r-u] li3s conv3::ed

f::n ia::-:: --] slnr iai'ne Fhi11ips, .lr:'le "-r''j Hayne Ph11-ip no'.i live there. By

';nis --1io,: --he h:use nad been converted into arar+-rtents.

In ia:-':'-r"-'la?}r'tiayne and Anne Philltps eonveyed the property 1n Mrs. Pl'.i1-

''l i rlc rrro
:.< i. ', .

The r:lse is nainly Engllsh Tudor in stvle. In many parts of the house yorr rri,l1

fili a -qixture. For i.nstance, the green til"e roof is oriental ln sty1e. The out-

si;p ^r +,:e house is yellow stucco with bronn trimning and splotches of rlark red

bri-eks. ?he i:or!.o faees the east, and on that side 1s the naln entr&ilcer The win-

dors are nainly in a trbeneh st;'leo nade of leaded Dtr-ism slass, Sone of the winrlows

are stained-glass. Above the w-indnws o. the top of the roof are s1x red-brlek ehi.-

naysr towering ove:r the rest nf the houseu 0n tho r;ps*" slrLe is a carrl.aqe ho'1se,

large anouqh for si-x earsc It ls ef the saine stvle as the hotrse and on the seconC

floor is the origlnal chauffeurrs or.larte:is,



Tn-"+4e, -"1s ia.tse'r= prcud. anri sta,,.rt!^hr The nal1s a1s 3!9rrt forrrteen inches

thlek. As .'.t-j ?---?:;le frent, door, you see a hr:ge rod-briek flrepla"eet very out

of char:e-.e: i"-l--: -,ia ro==+,:f the horr.se" In frnnt of 1'or: are the twl oel'dnors that'

LrS€d -ur ::aj -,: --:: iining roon, the kitchen, the butle::s p"-ntr''r and the breakfa-e*-

?coEr ln:,:e:::l ic::terI.r a d.inin6 roon -t.s a love1y whlte marb]e fi-ellace with a

s--^in-=-a,s-= -;.--::3-* above it, 0n the left of the main entrance are two apart.nentsn

o!13? -,i= l-i'ring Ito:?. At the top of the stalrs (on your rlght) is a "baehelorrs

+i* +r^o- --ae -?s-rer bed"roon sutte, The bathttr-b there is the main attr"ction, Tm-
!*- J" ",

'r;1.e, :-i;,.ou.an, a massive bathtub enclosed in tl1e. Iou ean aLso see a bil of the

o::-:a: pa:lue'u lioor around. the living room carpet" 0n the thtrd floor is xhat

'js?: --: c: a caiiroortr Host of tt is taken up by twel apartnents - one with'"hlee

T::BS a:.: cr.:'rith four roons. 0n the fourth floor is a balcony over the ballroon

'.f.-e:? --:^: 3.a1e',rsed to sit" I,iay down below is a basement, a very dark and SCar| oll€r

iacl:i; --he asenent stairs is a wlne celIar wlth Coors that look like the ones on

c"-s--i:s. ficse bie, heavy doors wlth the archlng tops. Also cown there ls a large

r.::-:iz:: ecal bin that had to be filled. 41] the way up for xinter' Hid-den everY-

irl^.::; i:: the house are d.unb-uatters and many other m,lrsteries, Ttn SUIer

j:ci -,his buildlng will be torn down to nake room for glimmerlng steel skyscrap-

e:=:.s ?:-i€ress Pr'ogressesi Arenrt build.ings nade to be torn donn? f just want to

sa.,'r "I '.r3ntt forget you, dear o1d gaeeful mansionl"
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I'
tsy llaryjo Payne '"

Several time! I have heard '

people refer to:the'squire at
lhe interseCiion of ' liortlr
Colle-ee and WesL North streeLs

I rvas wondering hov it gol
thal name. iYas there a col-
lege there aL cne time. or
nhrt? - T. 8., Decatur

i ,t I':: t
tf

'dUES'i 
J cuts : . reu .. -taPe.

solves problems, i-nvestigates
cornpiaints anC stands-uP for'
your righls- Write QUEST, ths
Decahr Daily Review.)' Bos
311- Deeatul,''. I11- 62525.

Questious will be accePted.bY
maiJ Or\LY. ' '.' : ..: ''

'ald the propertY reverted. to
&e beirs. ' .

whrCh

,s*:s"'; A

,tt- -.:--t !^ .r.if tg Collgqg
In tlre earlydays of Decahir,.i;==--:-:'-:':;;; ;i i;.

thai hill, commonly krown as t 
_'-- j^-:-':^',;,.1uial rlur LUlllllrvlrr-v

1'he Ilound, wai useC ? 5 t;-^':^t-i-.i .t-ll"lIiu 1\tuu!ru' wdr *"*r.'l] 
Belrr: te houses were builtpLlblie properly. Civii ^- rL^ L;.! ii.,,ae arr-h hiryhprir:iurru PrlPcrLJ' vrvrl ": c:r'rl-.e ir'1. it rvas much higher

cornpalies. met there io ,:;'_-' ;,','-"',:.{;,1 . r^."iriorehtp!-uliiudlrsr' *'*"t".'i 
L'::n ii is trcav' considerablerrqanize, chilCren used ii ^'. * . -_-..-r ._^* +-r.^- ^rj ,ohon rho

;';,;;-';;*;;' -;,;'-:' :':; :-, -r 
r 0 u r d- \" 

" 
s t a k e n o rr w h e n, ttr e

ii'i,i .rne; thars where u,., l:::::";T_st*-"'T:S;'o' 
th:

-<el uc. . -' ea:lY 1330r-. .-- . i;.* -ilI uc. , '; ; . ' ea:ly1330s. -- .-i!.* -ir-*',r'
. : .- The hvo large houles whict

In Lre -'mi&]3C*s, : Rev. Dow - are .divididi:r,': i?tr
. lne wYo rar8e uuuses \Ylrrclr

In Lre -'mi&]3C*s, : Rev. , 6e* - are dividedr:r,': i?t6
r'lil:ian Cr:*sey iaid_ oul the . apartments were: built by.,
rrestera addition - to- .Deiatur , William g. Charirbers : and'
and ptatted the square with :iWilliqm r J-,'Quillan, .,both
the object of establishi-ng-'a,.meimbsrs, 16f the firm of
3,{ethodist:co1lqe there-r. : 

3';.i:'i 
:;l CnamUers,, i B.e r,i r g :,.'i"t& .

, His artempr to'secqe..ih.a'-;,rai*1.ur* "ili .ni*r]a'
couege, however, Il-il{ ,, *rli auiJ..:"t u* tn.y 

'a"

,?,'t'l?iTi:,ftxtI":il:t " i*t.*tx Lm*:ii:.y- on tbe sitewithiu 10 years.,No, , 'E:3;;;;;;.[;;d-d].fr"r[
: one . was particul_arllr.-;_u-, ,.;#;'{ ffid;i;;;"T;;terestec in the colleg? i9e^,) :;; 1et;:';;-ht.*."a1 ti*: and th9 Croy$ qt.that time.'. it.iii*"-l rt.-.'i,;ii;nil;
.was notconsidered to be very' #"i:'i-r"ra.i.a ;; C:-;:
de5irable so t!e,, offer went -: iirirrra"i,rJ'iLj'"rj'itii
unneeoeq; j . .li.r,: ." l::ii: :: , i-,-. tgti. ,, ; 

- .,:.. ,.,..i,,irr ,
', 

Rev. Crissey bequeathed tUeY-, T[e' England .-house. :. was.
property. to the :Missionary, . ccnverted.-,.inlo- :apartments
Sociely' o[ . the . Methodist' ,,, after it tras sold ir-194?r..anrl,
Episcopal Church o[. .rlinois. ,..... the Staley house was ; ,con.,
There Was no sUch socie,by; ., vertedlnl0iS; .., i '.1.. ;.;.,; i",

,l ::: l

r;::'::::"rill1::li:j::'i:''i:i i:i
.. : :' ;i lri,-;i

,?'.:. r:1. ',.r i. :r,i
J.: '' .- i

i*i .: ..1 ;i"i,',': l
::iL : l:i j,:r-,:: il ,,,:,,. ,. .,

rlt^ '.*;i'r i' r. j
r-:,'-ri'. ,. L-' i ::' :-:

t-jt_+it i_i,
l::..::\1''1 -'-

_- ._..a-lr . :

--l.i=r. t--'* - :

if-,.r*- '1 .-
:,'---z:h= : ,1 .. ..
. *-r.--l: ';

=:\j:a-ti:ir.: r

.,jj:,i:=,:..-t
'*:3;;A;- .'r--l r

:l-.- -r.{:J''ii ,(

.;{l:-5-"'.;'{ -. ...>i-!ft jr'--+rt:t a '.':;-.:-1i --, 7
ri-a:,t'-..,i] .-;l . :.-
*+e {:-.:-:'a i'} 6
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i!it
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i:l\ l
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The.Chambers residence shown. about. ihe early i?[r]::. ----,

)

The Quinlan hotrse A. E. Sialey
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1. Assessorrs 0fficeo !p. unknoi'Inr

2" 149!__9g*_133,, pase 109.

3. lESgE.-!I$, Pa€e unknown.

4, fntervlewed $1r. & Flrs, Uavne Fhillip:<

5" Herald & Revi-ew (quest), d.ate unl<no'"T.

*&ttrles 2 & 1 are from. the Recorders Office.

for I hour on l4areh 17, l-9?i,

C
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Unsollcited Connants of the Author's Father

I,lestern Arldltion was actually plat,ted Hareh 19, 1839r reeorded in Book
H. Page 103. The Febrr:arv 2, 1891 date referred to by Janice was the
date of the City Cormell meetlng a-i, r+hich the iiesurvey of College Sqtra.re,
ereatlng the 13 foot boulevar.d, Has adopted. That plat was recorded June
6, 1893"

College Square was not iust an r.moffier.ai na.me given the block after the
col"lege attempt failed. It was the official designatlon of the area on the
1839 Plat of Hestern Addition.

"Soon" where used to riescribe whe:: tne cLd manslon w111 be torn dorn to nake
way for a new sky-scraper j-s, according *Lo the author, only a relative teriri,
and apparently based upon no present fac*" other than the exanple of other
o1d arehltectural featnres which have been aecepted lnto obllvion by the bu1l-
dozerrs blad.e.

?,

).

Daniel iln Floore,- Jr,

3



This dwe1ling, which
is on College Square and
faces the ltalian ViI1a style
home, is to some degree an
example of the "Stick" Style.
The diagonal timbering whlch
denotes the style is in the
upper sections of the gables,
and is somewhat hidden in the
photograph by the trees,
This style also appeared ln
the post-Civil r'Iar years and
lingered ir.to the last
quarter of the nineteenth
century. This structure is
presently being preserved ae
an apartment house I r€pfe.
sentlng an adaptive use
which makes this landmark
economically self; sustaining.
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'ii..,;rir. llllroi.. Sundav. September B, L9i4

2 Mansions Have Undergone

TransformationsSeveral

SUNDAY HERATD AND REVIEW

The old Staley mansion on the left and the England home on the right, taken around 1929.

ffig--
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. donated her College Hilt man-
I sion to the Y.ME.A. building
, rund. ?/9/ st

The 30-roo:n A. E. Sta1e"v
family home on Coliege Fliil. has
been gir,.n ht Ml', I,i,. r 1,.

Thc Quinlan house belore A, E, Staley alterec! it

L. Staley has
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DEL-,\]-L'tr IVf u t_'r{rs %9

today, but the-v har-crr't iorgottcl the thrills oi circus days in their
boylioo<I. C,qU"g" lrill .tr. vs. Circuses
trar-eleri altogethcr bv rragrxr anrl tcams, moring fron-r one starrd to
a1l{LltcrrLl1s_1]]S!!

,ris picture q.as iakea r:t.rT:.i*.:?:::it:, pitna. phorographm

rr*as in June, i867,
u'herr the lllinois Sunda' School association conr-ention rl,-as held on
College hiii. as College .square rrrs then k-nnwn

Decatur had no ha1l big enough to accommodate such a gather_
ing, so a tabernacle-the trrst of it-s kind in pscaful-.was erecied. Il

constrtr.cted laci
l;oards on u-oocl b1ock.. Tl,. :..,r.,-j .,,,'". .o.-e.",1 .,n-itl., .rt.r,* 'll-,"
_l,tl'crill,'1e rta. ttrt er'r',,-"..,' '.:. -,._.-.

This convention meanr a great deal to the cit-v. It u'a-s largelr'
attenclecl, people
coming {rom all
or-er tl.re state. \\'i1-
iiam Revnolds, the
presitLtlt rif tire as-
s,iciati,lt, \\.as irrti
!'rlt. 

,lls 
rrlr. ;1]1,; L

TARI'R\AaI F r)\- .,rr

ltd4.*rr"w

u-as made



.: : . :: -'-!- i:'!.-,..:j.1...:....-.-,-'t -,!,.
:i; ., *..lir':... 

:!:'-,'r*,'.;.;. .

Asscciaticn. The other two
men $el'e presidents of Thfee
I teams.

After meeting u'ith the Deca-
tur Park Board. the group e-\-
pressed a fear *rai politics
rnight become involr-ed wit_h
b" ,:'rall if the Fans .{ssociatien
did not maintain its autonomous
authority.

Various sites throughout the
city rvere eonsidered for con-
struction of the new bail park.
Support for a field near Nelson
Park was strong, but this area
n'as rejected due to its hiliy
terrain.
I In August, 1926, the Fans As-
sociation authorized its presi-
dent. Fled G. C. Knickerbocker
to sign a lease for a tract of
ground from the Powers familv
at the corner of Woodford Street

\and Garfield Alenue.\-., ine land whlch was one sum-
I me: spt'ting a crop of soybeans
\i-ould q,ithin the next year hs
the site of the new 950.000 ball

\Ra rk.
' DeCication da5' was on a
Thulscial' and many local mer-
cha:ts in an effort to assist the
Fans .{ssociation draw a good
crcgd. closed their stores for
the opening game,

Cloucls threatened to rain out
the big game. but the enthusi-
astic fans \rere not to be disap-
pointed by a rainout.

Basker' of American beauty
roses \Yere given to each of the
nlanagel s of the opposing
teams. The Cornmies' opponent
for the day rvas Evansvilie.

Both teams marched to center
field uith the dignitaries ro
watch the unfurling of OId Glorl'
and the playing of the national
anthem by two iocal Deeattu'
bands.

The Decatur High School band
in its bright reri jackets addec
to the color of the festititres.

There were only trvo over-
sigh{s ra'hich marred tne openine
day ceremonies. The first v'as
the fact that someone forgot t,:
remind Judge Landis to thron
out the first ball of the game.
This had been thc purpose :.-.

bringing the commissioner ::
the new ball park.

The second miscue \ras -:i
failure of the Evansr,ille iea:t :.,
play the role of patsl's. Th. : -.
score was Evansliile 5. D:,-:: -:
3.

Another milestnne : i:: , -

sport's histor]' \r &i r: : - ::-- .-

1930 when ihe irrs: ..:::: ::*i:-
ball garne in Iilincis '.', i: -.:'. . -
at Fans Field.

Sportsurite;: ircr. =. :'.:.'
the state \\et3 Bl '. : '-:t.. : -..

plociaimeo th3: :.-.-. t:r.-:
would sare n ,:. : :=r-: . :::-
baU.

''Jlotrntain" t+l{.. commis-
sioner of baseball: A E.

jj,?.s1. L d \\.r!e and r l-Udg

&S!qt. Plesident of the Fans

Fans

+ ' - ' --::. - :ncluded William Veeck- plesi- oro.. Lyu. which agencl, rvouid
]', " 

" 
_ 

-- . 'ent of the C'iricago, Cubs; lti- ;;"4.-go-verning bo6y of rhe

:: - : r ,. l:.i:"ii'fl;.X,1-oi#,:!,ff:: stadiurnirterits-eomprltion
: ' . l-'-;:^:'. "^"::"-;'"" 

'* ;i,1:: A grottp of nine Decatur men
- :jUeS: and T I tl/.,Iin

,: . ..-:sicienr of ffr" 
*ff#'"| not directly related to the Fans

.,-..e. 
, Association was selecied ro de-

r r - i -::.-t -.atalL 
ir:i.,.nrcral figrrre*:stertninethelocationolattelr:r:::':::"'"':;;;ii;l''[;li]:larkanditsrtrtureman-

'- .: .-.= C:ru c. .{. E. :";:""' '

. _ . . . en , j**ti.. "# /','l-he group was .headeci b1

"^^.-..^^l 
\1 rrs,)n t,enng an0 lneltided A.

. : : ill'.",r,,i1i'iiii u statel. J-_A. 
-ueriueather,

- . ;:.,,, ...arie it )1t]'- l D- Johnron. R..E.JI.enrv.
. . 

_,.. . 
.- 

-.. i*C lL Bnr t.he:.. and Eciu.ald

: :.::,'Povct '

:
:*-- : - i:

i

,
{

it

Dedicatisn Reealled
- t 

=.,,.T';:s Fierdi De c.,tur il'r.i:r'1';;:::H lii,:f i,X,il: - . , .,.;i.i. irll;;,3:; Diary liT:*rl,ii'"0;H,ili:*.:fiooflf:-:::. l. a long - . lprovided by the Fans Associa-,: - ..,_=-: basehafi 0,,?,?rHJI:,.i3;T 
f'il? *.n,o"lon.

- His appearance ai the game .
. s'as greetecl by the lareest ova- / Staley also pledged S25C0 to

. : . .::j i:.e tion giyen guests duiing tt,. I!h* new ball park's subscription
: :. . _:.::.! _ ciaJ.. Qrive.

-: , ::: nth^F l-^.^L.'ll fia"-^^ ^- L^-J i *

=:
-ta:'I

ru
F'-iB-ffi

F. 
=EE:=

HJ



By'Sall--v Burcham \{hen rhose houses rrere built. hving room. dining room.

One of tie statelr,, old Part of the mound ttas sLiced trif. bl'eakfast room and hitcher

mansions is being given i f.estr e{ .ihe . 
site or ntrlch n:err}-- *'ere located on the first floor.

coat of paint. Tfre"other has I mahing l:,rx1 ,1.t* oid riai-s '*'as The second floor boasted {ive
,;Forsale;,sigrrintheyar<i. .gone irorri tha Det'atur bedrooms, three of which had

Both. whieh "r. to.ut.d ", 
tt?h"" 

:,1:,r =. r-,j..S',.r ,r* fn?|. :rX "tf:liiil*p"ffh;::lTest North and North Orllege sranis : irre y_,_-:. a: ,?rl, \. c,mpany each of the beC-
streets, were once fami.ll gollanr S: ^.:-.s i.:--l i:_ iie ta::r- rooms.
drvellings for Decatur's socialh 1gEr's r:: . i- 'r (-T.,,. The ballroont and a maid's
prot,ninenl. Nou'. thcl'have btt-en Ji rri. s..,:,t -.--- : '.'. ii -'r- aptrlllten[ was ]ocaletl on lhe
divided into apartment houses nis rr. 1&rt T:t- ,: .ti:.:.,*. ,i thir.d flrior'. with ,n inrlirlidualIor eollegt: students, I't)trrre ,ql.r. .\ - s.' ?) -. -- -. .-e hatir conueeted trr 1he rnaiel's
Erarrieds, and singles. rouse imr,- 1f -. j .;. il .:q h€{lrr,rpri1.

l,lrqg llefore either lliuse sir,, ,r .n, al",ul .!ir.irr, .\i tl]e rear o{ lhe hr_rttsc tvas
or the Nofllt eollege..Slre,el Siale,v :eF,--.--.'j . : . - : rrl<ierl u lhree-ca' ga'a.ge^ The
lq-"ation. tire site rvas salled the ser.erai thuri:e-a - . Iai';tc rlas nrar.le ol'r.e,ug5-[a.cefl
"l{ound." remxieling thr :.,.-- ',.: i.ic!i. ancl stand"s at thc r:iglrt of

ll. was so know-n because its slsjl6s on a l{r-r-.-h.,-.1- :.,-i .:le concrete drir,e u'hichleads
height was considerably greater 1o, ::om the stre€t.
than it is at present, and rvas In Seorember. lg5l. l,{:: :-::- The house rvas sold after Mrs.
visible for a long distance across ma L. Stalel, donatec jr :,_.:se i€land's death to x,ir. and Mrs.
thepra-irie. and properti' to :,i:. }l,a::: -:ed Stalain, r'ho remodeled it

For this reason, it was a VUe.q in tu*. 1!:. '. . .-: -:: --r apartntents in lg47.
famous rendezvous lnd genera[ DroDert\- tn R,,r pl,.::. -: . -^. s,rit ol remodeling at ttre
meeting place. If there was..to iire'SZi.U0r,r ir rq.rt., =,-. i-: ,.,,= * r. b€i$een g20,001) and
be a rvoll or a deer hunt. the ne" yitC-f buipii,:., ._- ,r.rr. The h,ruse r*as'apprais-
"Mound"*astheappointedspot 

"l' j.s;;.;rC.i... --=, -= =,::\Lyssor s7i.000.

Around 1829. however. an ;;6 .nn,*r,.J ,: .r,. ..i j. . -.
early Decatur minister, R€$. ments. tlupershi;, ..1e!:i :-t;. .
William Truman C r i.s s e )'_. phillios ,n atrr. 1i+ii 

'

rr';1rlcd to have , p1c1.fi11fli51 1'ol- 'l'h6 aoarirrenl ..,,rS€-1.,- ,
lq.gr. for "\'r]ung \1'onrcn ltuilt orr lhat stair,j. I,eside .,ar 1n€ -.-

l:: :-iansion is again for sale,
: -: i,.., has nine apartrnents.
l = :sirns prir'e is S119.000.

the site.

eold it to erissey.

ttits fit'51 r)\r.llti: ii', .. ': -

- 'l'heplot uxrs fir:st.trarr,sj.e.rted p..t".ii ' 
"';',:;, t'i , q 

' ..
frolp l[g gnvernrnettI to \Villiatn ra,1naOa.
Ha,rrksJr:. in 1BXl. Hanks in tuln ' [r riis suld in j,j16 to (- F:

lil it to eussey. tfref;n6. o# pi"",i.rf lr. rebuiir
Crissey l;rid out-- llre enlire rh*i;;i; ' -trlsSey 

_ 
l_i.ll(l OUI lne erlllre the hOUse,

n'estern addition to Decatur,and ta sun parlt,r. musrc room.plattea tcolege Square"'withl
the object of establishing his
Methodist college there.

The dream was never fulfitied.
and when he died, he bequeath-
ed the plot to the MissionarY
Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church of Illinois.

There was no such society.
The dream of Rev. Crissey, to

devote this propertY to thei
church, failed, and the land
rvent to his heirs.

A temporary tabernacle tvas
built on the site in June of 186?,

and the Illinois Sunday School r

,\ssociation convention rvas held
I lret'e.

It rvas the first state religious
g;ithering in the city, and therel
r as no buiiding large enough to
i..,rmrnodate the crowds, hence
:. .: erT,porar]' building.

-: ',r'ai constructed of rough I

I .- :. :e: The sides were not
t - -. seC and the ground was
,- r.:.ii '.rr:n strarv. People from
z ";er :ie state reportedly

*-- .1..^

- -- : : :11r-,'.,ears. the piot
1 --:=e Iilll" iias unoc-

: . ::,- -:1. : -: :-: '-,,:CasiOnal
. : -:i' 1..: : - :--eC anChOr

e

:



Mrs. Staley Sr.
Dies in F'lorida

llrs. -{. E. (Emma Louise) r

S:ale-v Sr.. 91, widow of the
:ru:rder ol the A. E. Staley 

,

).lfg. Co.. died at 2:20 a. m. 
I

:u-da;'in Miami Beach, Fla. I

Since the death of Mr. Sta-
ley in 1940. Mrs. Staley lived
most of the time in their home
in Miami Beaeh, Fla. For sev-
eral years before that time, Mr.
aud Mrs. Staley lived in Florida
during the winter months"

Mrs. Staley, the former Em-
ma Louise Tressler, was a na-
tive of Bryan, Ohio. She attend-
ed the Chicago Conservatory of
Ilusic and later continued the
study of piano at Peabody Col-
Iege, Baltimore, Md.

The special interests of X{rs.
Staley, who shumled publicity,
were in her home, her family
and her music and writing. Un-
til 1{r. Staley's deaih, she was
a eonstant companion and con-,
fidant of her husband, who, dur- i

ing the years of their marriage
built one of the nation's 1ar- I

ges[ corn and soybean proces-
sing businesses.

llrs. Staley's favorite hobbY 
i

11 as writing poetry. In 1939,
members of the farnily had a

book of her poems printed for I

close friends. Several of these IulvDc ll ltlruo. DgYEr qr ul urreJv I

poems have been pubiished in I

lliami and other newspapers. 
1

lliami and other newspapers.l
One of her poems, entitled, 

I"The llountain." achieved pro-
:::ne:ce after it was used in a

:;c.ication ai Bryson City. N.C.,
-: :he heart of the Smoky
l.l-':::a:r., Continued interest* 1.1:s. Staiey-'s book of poems
::::::ei i.xa; a second edition

- :::::i
Paid Tribuie

i1i. Siale','often paid tribute
:,:, iis irife tor being instrumen-
:a. :n nis si:ceess. and he valued
:e: :udgmeri.

ir 191+ $'hen lir. Stalel' seem-
:::aced rith failure and his
Jrra::r plant was ciosed. he
.::. . ...'. eons:dered gi''-L'ra up
::: :-.-.:ness and workbg i o t'
- .: :,.:: ;-=+. ilrs. Stale}' en-

, .::l rr:: :o contilue efforts
. ,: .:a i'r:1pan] n hieh has

. :=::.,,:lt oi ntajor
- : :.,: f-tl made pfe-

'1.,, T:es..er told
- : r,-:i !-1"-del and

: :: ::.: - s:e \i ouid
:-r- -:-:.- ie estab-

Mrs. A. E, Staley Sr'.

t\ idour af Founiler
then he buiided more'

But they do not laugh sinee
thev know he made

\\ti11 o' the wisps becorte
staunch and true,

Since they know that a ctlr-
lerstcne was laid

\filhcut their wise, and with-
out their aid.

He dreamed. and his dreatns
::.:x goodly form.

"i::d out ol the mist a dream
::-ld was born,

'Tis thus that some visions
i::n Heaven sent

Tale shape as a living monu-
:'-:::

',', len the heart is strong, and
':- -;:il is bent

-.: using the gifts that God

l,::s. Staley loved the home
-:.:e her famiiy grerv uP, but
.:.- ,.:.'e oi the siniPle things isl
.:.:::;d in another Poem she

l.::

wa1ls and

simple

-

::r. Fortu:ie irields
-:=: ]1:das touch. But when

--:r ial; is through.- .: :1at little loom where

ln 19ti9, be .ea:r:ed -: . - :
financial diJ:1.,:":;e; i: :--.- ''. -
lington Starch $'orks : D=::'--
and he bought ti.e ;.e:' : -
developed plans l.: :e:. :, .:=
and expan:.ic;r

In 191+. ai :l.t o-: .:' .

Worid \\ ar i. lle cu-.:::s: :r
ly failed. and the l.ar: ;: :!
shut dos'n 1{ monlhs

Althougb the iar.:.'. :,--: 1

financial crisis. -"1:-. S-..=
agreed rith him tha: :e :::- :
keep tri'ing. ?=:r:ai- :':
brought the business jr;:- :--,
ruirr. and the plan: ;:: r-r. r.
nized and expandei i: : ,:: . : -.
ed to glorv into tile::u.:::--'-.:.
doilar business that i-. ii:.;:- '-.
day throughout the eor-C

His belief in the :;iu:e :-
the so1-bean \\'as ca r,ii : :.
Mrs. Stalel'. anC :e b: - :.1 :
known throughour lbe n-;:-: :-.
"the father of tbe sor':.,. .:-
dustry."

Of this dream ani .:= :-:..
outcome. llrs. Stalel i.;:.:, :- -
a poem especialll'fo: -..:: '.band. who told i: ie.-.c: : :'
nothing bad made i--irr. :::,,jer
of his accomplishmen:s ..aL
the simple words:

He dreamed. and the'. .aug:-
ed. but their laugh he bo:e:

He built. and thel' :a-g:= i

a-\_

lone Sta1e1' oi New York Ctt.Y

and ti,ami Beach, Fla., NIarY
Annan of Delray Beaeh. tr'la..
and Ruth Howell of P a I m
Beach. Fla.; 11 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandehildren.

Funeral serviees for \Irs.
Stalel are irrcomplete at t h e
Dawson & Wikoff Funeral
Stalel are lrrcomplete at I n e
Dawson & Wikoff Funeral
Home. Burial rviil be in rhe

Fairlawn trIausoleum.
The family request no fiov"ers'l'ne tamll,' requesl no i1u\1er:

Contributions mal' be made i"
Decatur and }Iacon Count!'Hos-
pital.

Countl'Hos-
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I ?!q Frank ar-Coot*
!?1, a_Ibert Noiinin
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ll9|- Joseph Foir'--
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lrear) Alphonso tr[ $anders
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:3y r-ravls B Folrath*

iii fiilFin***f;,Il*],."

Edward
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c r,, r,'
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#J;i,.f"$rl Trenrr ri c ks

!{!.*s El r.i *c(-at t *
i[i.ss Sailie .l-ii.:fat:
Elias H Sh inrer.*
!fis i\Ia1y .t lltlLh.ut,
:l!tme:s O Henrl'
$Is. Iltgrl' I.: Iiotrek.ru.rcnael p [Ia].i,s*
rgnrmett __C Sirrrpsorr(;eorg:e II Tol liirlir r. .t ester. R Cartler.
Louis_H Billingt()n.
Elza Patterson
T'irom_as patt+rsorr

_tri,.,i'il"?di: . ui' 
" 

x e .'
y;F"#,zabetri r cnlis.
Aaron I(eller*
I{"p Susan \\-esi tr:l fet..r:leber H Cauttiil
lteorge Il .Iolrnsonrttex L Rees
$opert T prl,Irl.r,*

H,lBn 
"T, "l', 

!1 itiri *n' t
Albert -f, .laeolrsnl*
tI + Brldges* -

J-ochua J Coilter*

ffJfr$"ii. #,, ;]l,ll.', u,

ffiiE"f 1I' fr ,I,#,ll;* [*.,, 
.

rrugtFn Arllrms*

E'fr3li:x ILl,t'J,,t",.'Uscar I] ('rrlss
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lDe.iiar. Illinoiq S',nday, Septemher 9, 1951.

H
f. ti['

. :l],,iip.i 
;L';i 'oH

HH

m
t'l:i"t' i.

ff
$,

',;-'ri.'if.

s
.gi-,,'t
,,l::,t1ti

I -q tir
lo'

rI"1,fr
'. u ,l ,i,.,'',.
,i,," r ll r

'Bn-li:., ,!-ir. 'r:.';:'!

ffis
1' Ji'*"r;i'1" ;i. ." i

tA,

E E"IE
[-,i [:;

,= fi

' [',tLfi L'r.i

V-$ue FHnaed

fe$ $S5,fifrCI efttrt
The A.E. Slilel fimi,y ho:ne cn

College Hill has been given by lvlrs.

f ic:nily and arouttd the "-Ucur.ci."
,He aclmired. th< Errnis hu-ne a:'..1

I thouelit that someclay he lvo'.i1'l
.Uke to live in, a Place like.that'
' A i921 .lrewspaper clipping quotes '' A i921 .lrewspapel clipping. quotes '

,I,Ir. Staley coilcdl ninJ th' ;e De-
i catur seiling lriP;:

"Very {requentlY I spcni SurrdaY
helc an.l t'tit,"d it ualh about th.'

catur seilinA iripi:
"Very {requentlY I spcni SurrdaY

helc an.l t'tit,"d ir ualh about thc
tou,n'after having read m)' Sundey

Emma L. Staley to the Decatur

IIRS. STALEY'S gift also will in-
clude the lulnishings of the 30-

THESIi WALKS, hc recolrec o,.tirt ed.I Irlt>B: VYALnS, rle lsLUrl':.ru.roltin tool< him to the Colle3e H:-l

t,u." una I'lil,"d,o Italk a

bltr. h up thl h,-,::1.- anC '.. asL f he
carr'.ia3es and 1i.,'orrld uiien
at the house, admiring iis setting

Y.fvi.C.A. buildit.g 1t,ttd.
Announcement of the gilt r.,'as I

macle yesterday by IIls. St"le.v's 
I

soh, A.E. St:lelr, Jr'., plesident oI
the A.E. Stal.1' [ifg. Co, 

I"Ily mothec h:s ciecided to give 
I

the olC farr,ily h.rne on Colle3e I

Iiill to the Y' campaign," Mr. l

Staley said, "bec.luse it may help '

those running thc {und carttpaign
to reach the goai necessary for. the
building's complr:lion."

i lnorning piper and 1ny ' {avorite
waik wis'orit West Nolth streei to l

qouese 
,1i11 ,ryh"le. 

I_.",?{1 }i]5,g.ourd ,if,e nig house tl.iere, then
loccupied by the Enriis.famity.'-- 'aICUIlq rLlg Ults Iiuusl' L1r'jac, Llrtrrl
occupied bv the rntris iamitv.'- 

,

. "I rn-orrld [c aroiLud to lhe siable
land , rvatch the men crury 4nd]
I I U/llLllU llu aluLLrru LU irrc ;Ldufs

lano, rvalcli_1trd- 15n :-.ryry. 119]

ruom housc.
O. A. Sanks, plesident of the

Y.Xi.C.A. board of directors, saiil
thc hciuse and Iurnishings will be
sold as soon as possibie to provide
cash fori 'the '"Y" l:uilding noiv
under cgnstruction al the corner of
Church strcet and Prairle aren;e.
1\{r. Sanks said the value' of the
Staiey gift has. been estlmated at
$55,000.. .

The tlansaction with NIrs. Staley

T'HE nESIDENCE has a 100-
foot-long sunroom rhat circles
across the sotrth "ide of tt,e firsri
floor. A btrtler's pantry, loeated oft:
the kitchen, is .tiled. There is a'
room - service system throughout
the house that reg.isters on a call-
box in the kitr'hen. :' Two studies, a living room, a I

dining rocm and a bath sur.cundl
a large entrance halt on the fir'stl
flonr. i

Tl:ere are six bedroons cn thigecond floor and f:i e b.dr.:or...s on,
the thirC r_lcoi._ The thirci floor. alsoi
has a ballroom. Thele a:.e nurner.ous burit-in clos:ts ar:i sltecial-pulpose rcoirs iniouiitcLlt the
bL.il.i:.:r.

_ 1','hite'the h'orse is cor:rp,letely:j, -.:.:.:c j. :: i.aj been c;eupiedlf;. j ::.:-C : :n:.11, ci:r ir,f thc lastlj1'.r-.-. .i.... S:.1,y his beenll: -:: t:-.-: of ..ii. rririe in ftrriJr. I

.{ r. Sr.".=-r. Sr.. dieo in Decrmber'c: 1.'0.

SioL.)r Pureh crsed Home,
femodel*r, tt in lgt S
^ 

Tr.e A,E. Sraley family home ou \
:.orlejc- -Hill, donared yLsrcrday tothe Y,I:.C.A, btrild.ing f und, was
purchased by the -iate A.E. Stiley
Sr.. and extcnsively remoclelt d in
191 3,

., At- the tirne I\{r. Staiey bought
the house .from ,the William Ennisestate,. he described it as the
ar.s\\ er to a dr.oam.

I\ir, Stalel-, bcfor.e the .{uln of the
ce:ttury, had bceu eonring to De-
catur es a salcsman I(:r.thc Roval
Ba,:inq Porvder L'o. IIe staycd atl
the St. Nictrul;rs hote.l and fr e- I

qr ..nrly u e nt for. walRs around Itown. 
]

and r,;ondeLir-rg if 1 couid evel: ov/n
a h;n:e 1il;.e r'liat.

"1 1l'AS ^{ YOC}JG salesrrari
rvho could riat then have

r l r! - :,- - 4,',
wno uuulc llqL lrltril lidvc,'uuLrElr!
the shingles on the roof.fi:_,1. .,'

"ri." " n[o"otii; ]on.,lvt i-cr, tte
Sr,ley house is locaLed \\-s o\\'neC
10J lears ago by Rev. W.illiarrr S.

Cr.issiy, a i\Ietlrodist rniuister, $ ho
.r-" io Decatur'from thb East in

lile ll'drrsduLlulr !vrrlr lvrli. DLcrtrJ
for the gilt of hel home to the "Y" i

rlas haMled by P. H. SPruat. D"- 
,

catrrr reallor. .}ir. Sproar als" rltilr
.be the agent for the sale of the i

StaJey pr'"p.rt-''.

"II IS DII FICL LT 10 'bo r-
quately express the feeling oi:p-
rrtci:.l:c: r::o :: .t::'..cie .: e ..-1-,
o-.e :nter.::.I -:- :l-^" :-:-it ..)f ::-e
Y.II.C.A. io: t-le ge.,er o.ls g:i: 1

receiled fi"ont ].I:'s. S:a..1,'," l.l:.

' The n.nnel' d.. :. .d r':i :rr ':.-:
grft $i]l be ot '-rt...e':o . -s r. l; tn
rai..ng th.e acio.:.ocal ::: o n e ]
needed rc compiete the build.ilg
free ci Cr.bt.

"A.oth€r' f act.r in l,Irs. Sti ley's
gift is the encouragement and
chailenge it gives to the men and
ri omen l ho hate t.er.n s o:king so
hard on this comnrunity proi-ct.:
It is oul sincere hope that others I

rvil.l be cncoLrrcHeo 1o fol[ow the I
leadership ot flrs, Staley. the I

Staiey corr,pany, Lhe James M.iili- 
]

kin estate and clhcrs 1\'ho havel
r,.ade contributior.rs of iargel
amounts, and give proportionately
to assure the cornpletion of a I

modeln Y.M.C.A. building for De: I

catur. i

l

this.Eiftjs gift possible." : .,..,.' .,'

The Staliy residence is on. a'240
b:- i2ti-foot lot-half of a squared

{,

r
I

I

i

: "EVITRY"UEMBER ot itrp',v.M,
board joiris. me in eiQressing{our
sincere thani<s to Mrs.', Stalei anq
membcii$' of her f arnily' r'rho. irrtade

area occupied b1, tr.,,o l.illge homes
at the interscit-on of \Vest North
and North Co,ilege str:eets.

The Staley home .rvith its 30
roon'is has 13 iireplaces. Jive.baths
anci is heaied erther by its orvn hot
ivatcr stoker unit cr by city
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