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Register of 0ld Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

Address: 421 W, William,
Legal description - Western Addition
W 50" of Lot 2 and E 20" of Lot 3
Block 5

Date of original construction: Circa 1874,

Name of original owner: Richard J. Oglesby,

History:

1, See attached record of C. Meyer's visit to the house, January 23,
1975, and conversation with Frank Evans,

2. See attached chronological listing of some of the events in HRichard
J. Oglesby's life,

3. See copy of the original item written for the Zonta Club of Decaiur's
1975 book, Places and People in Old Decatur, before deleticns wers
made to conserve space.
4, A partial chain of title to the property follows:
. Feb, 27, 1857 John Whitney purchased Lots 1-5, 3lock =, Western
Addition, (Assumption: Whitney built a iwo-story,
seven room frame house on the land later that year,)

Aug, 25, 1858 John Whitney died, and the property includins the
house were offered for sale at public zauction,

Sept, 23, 1859 Richard J. Oglesby purchased the propertiy as de-
scribed above for $2,600, supposedly with money
from his father-in-law, Mr. White, this being a2
wedding gift, to his daughter, Anna White Ozles
and her husband, Richard J. Oglesby.

‘l)

g

‘

March 30, 1882 James Bering, a founder of Chambers, Zerins z2nd Juin-
lan,Company, father of Alice Bering Zvans (Mrs, Frank),
grandfather of E. B. Evans and great-grandfather of
the present operator of the Evans G*aln Company {Frank)
purchased the property from Richard J. Ozlesby,

8, Data from available city directoriess

1871-72 (flrst directory available) Oglesby, R. J., lawyer, cormer
Edward and West William,

1874-75 Oglesby, R. J., lawyer, res. s w corner West &illia=m and
Edward.

1876 Same,

1877-78 Oglesby, R. J., U. S. Senator, res, s. w. corner ¥, ®William
and Edward.

Present owner's name: Evans Grain Company.




History Cont'd.:

5, Data from available city directories cont*d.s

1880 Oglesby, Hon. Richard J,, ex govr. of Ill., res. sw
cor Willizm 2nd HZdward,

1881 Same as zbove,

1884 No Oglesby listed.

6. *Data from the office of assessor: (1975)

11 rooms - 2 floors 2 porches
wood frame 10 hardwood floors
foundation of borick 1 softwood floor (pine)
1 bathroom

3 toilets (2 fixtures)
7. See copies of articlss related:

(a) to the house at 421 West William,
(b) to those who once occupied this house.

]
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(c) to Mrs. EZmma Keays Oglesby's family.
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History:

1851
1853
1856
1857
1859

1859
1860

. 2, Some important events in Richard J. Oglesby's life:

1824 - Born in Oldham County Kentucky, son of Colecnel Jzcob Ogles-
by, a prosperous farmer and slave owner,

1832 - Orphaned at age eight, when his parents zlonz wiih =z brother
and a sister, died of cholera,

1833 - Saw Uncle Tim, a family slave, sold for 3400 wizinh Zick, zzed
nine, in tears, promising that some day he'd szrn snouzh t
buy Uncle Tim's freedom,

1836 - Came to Decatur to live with hisAunt Judy zni Uncls Zichard
Oglesby.

1841 - Returned to Kentucky serving for one and ons-hzlf years as a
carpenter's apprentice,

1842 - Back in Decatur, worked under E, O, Smith, z rro=zminsn: oTuild-
er., He also farmed a little, raised hemp one suzmmer, =znufactur-
ing the rope that launched Decatur's first flz: oboat.

1844 -~ Studied law in Springfield under Judge Silas Zottins,

1845 - Admitted to the bar, and practiced law briefly Inm Sullivan,

1846 - In war with Mexico, retiring as a first lieutenan:, zfisr fizni-
ing at Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo.

1849 - Joined a party of eight Decatur men, including Henry Frather, who
was his brother-in-law, E. O, Smith and Szzuesl rs in the zold
rush, Drove a six-mule team from St., Josesh, Missouri, <o 3zc-
ramento, California, in ninety-five days.

1851 - Returned from the trip with $4500 in gold.

Purchased Uncle Tim's freedom.

Invested money from the land warrant received zs z soliler in the
Mexican War in what would become a Decatur sub Zivisi:on, the
Oglesby addition, naming one street Eldorado for ins zoli =zine

and another Cerro Gordo for the battle of 'ha: n=z=e,
Formed a law partnership with Sheridan Wait

Began a twenty-month tour of Europe, Egyrot, Arati
Land, often telling that it was on Mt. Sinai thzz he
to memory the ten commandments.

Gave a series of talks on his travels in Powsrs HZz11, these credit-
ed with helping him develop "the wonderful mazmesiic zowsTr oFf !
eloquence”.. (Jane Johns)

Bought lots 1 through 5, block 5, Western Additiom,
an 1857 house on it, built by John Whitnsy. ihi:gey *iec in 1858,
This purchase (price, $2600) was from Whiiney's estate, at auction.
Married Anna White of Decatur,

On May 6th, Oglesby presented the slozgan,

113

Lincoln the railsplitter
for President", to the Illinois Republican Conventiion meeting in
Decatur's temporary wigwam. Under Oglescy s skxilful guidance,
Lincoln received the convention's overwhelming endorsement of

Lincoln for the presidency.




History Cont
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1360 - Zisctie 3 10 th2 siaie senate,

zned zs statie senator,

1821 - 3ezzn ssrvice in the Civil War,

1221 - Chosen 22lonsl of the EZighth Illinois Regiment.,

1362 - Promoted o Zrizziier-General on April 1, 1862 in recognition
of valor =zt ta=s Zztitle of Fort Donelson.

1862 - Snot throuzh the lunz at the Battle of Corinth,

1862 - Commissioned ¥ajor General (November, 1862),

1863 - Assizned io Sixteenth Army Corps, still suffering from the
bullet 2= 2 2 znd would carry for the rest of his life. Tried
10 resizn ou n 1 Grant detailed him to court martial duty
in Washington, D,

1864 - Returnsd o Illincis in May to recuperate and later to become a
candidats for zovsrnor,

1865 - Sworn in zuis:ly 2s governor of Illinois on January 17, 1865, the
inausurz<ion islazyed by the death of his five-year o0ld son, Dickie,
He disd of Ziptheriz, (Dickie's burial - in Greenwood Cemetery -
Decaztur,

1865 - At Lincoln ezth bed, April 15, 1865,

1865 - Made presiden sociation (May 11, 1865) to erect a suit-
able monuzen ) '. n in QOak Ridge Cemetery, bpringfleld

1868 - Mrs, Ann i died May 16th, in the governor's mansion
in St = i in Greenwood Cemetery, Decatur,

1872 - Elascted tc second Term as governor,

Resigned, slsciad 2s U, 5, Senator, (1872-1979). .

1873 - Married =Zmmz illett Keays in Elkhart on November 18, 1873,

1874 - Daughter, Fslicize Ozlesby, born at 421 West William, Decatur,
August 27, 1872, [(0n July 23, 1924 she would marry Count Alesan-
dro Cenci de Zoloznet:ii in Rome. She died at age 80, on July 29,
1954.)

1874 - Lincoln's Srringfield dedicated, with Oglesby giving
the oratior Fresiden . S, Grant and cabinet in the audience,

1875 - Son, Richard Jzmes Czlzsby, born at 421 West William September 26,
1875, (ho wastc d4is 2t 2ze 36 on November 8, 1913,)

1878 - Son, John G, Oglesby, norn at 421 West William March 19, 1878. He
was to become 2 lisutenant zovernor of Illinois. (His death was on
May 26, 1933.)

1882 - Son, Jasper, was bornm at 421 West William February 10, 1887. (He
was to die at age 53 on July 3, 1935,)

1882 - Richard J. Ozlesdby soli the house at 421 W, William on March 30,
1882 to James Bering, a founder of Chambers, Bering and Quinlan,
and the great-grandfather of Frank Evans, the present operator of
the Evans Grain Company, with offices on the second floor of 421
West William,

James Bering -
- daughter, Alice Bering Evans (Mrs., Frank).
- grandson, E, B, Evans,
- great grandson, Frank Evans,
1885 - Inaugurated to a third term as governor, twenty years after his

first inauguration as governor. .




. 1. History:

a, The following are notes made on a visit to the house and a
conversation with Frank Zvans, January 23, 1975:

O

The exterior of the present structure is very much as
it was when built, except that the seven room, frame house

that formed an e11 is gone, The diamond-shaped panes of glass
in the windows, the ornamental brackets under the eaves, the
bay windows, two in front and two in back, are all original,
Only the small greenhouse attached to the rear of the house was
added by the elder Mr, Frank Evans about 1952,

The front door (William Street) opens into a vestibule with
a tile floor. To tne left (east) in the vestibule, is an ele-
vator which was zdded in 1953 when his grain company offices were
placed on the seccnd floor., The wide central first floor hall has
a striking floor made of alternating walnut and maple boards, each
about three inches in width. The hall runs the full length of the
house, north tc south, with a fireplace on the west wall and a
slightly curving stair on the east wall with a niche for statuary
where it turns upward toward the front of the house,

To the left front of the central hallway (northeast corner) on
the first floor, is the parlor or living room, with its bay win-
dow on the north, and a carpet of over-all florzl pattern of the same
. design and from the same source as some made for Williamsburg where
Mrs., Frank EZvans first saw it and ordered it for the very large
parlor. At present a temporary wall divides the parlor into two
rooms, one on the north, and one on the south, but this can be easily
restored. During the remodelling, the parlor fireplace became con-
cealed, but its mantel is stored and could easily be replaced.

Behind the large parlor is an entrance hall from the east porch,

g
Correclerre o , —> vhich was probably the entrance for guests. This hallway runs east
;ngjmija%fjuybﬁi‘?/ to west, ending in a solid wall; that is, it does not connect with
” Z%Jau‘¥“222'f”444’ the north-south main, central hall,
L Zhe 42 - ;iiz Off this east hall, to the right (north) is the parlor (now

b?°t°¢f“$f‘1L’ partitioned into two rooms) and to the left (south) the library.

M’?”i(; 'Wﬂl‘) IMM/

sl ?ﬁay f%xA?f ﬁg The library is an exceptionally beautiful room. The ceiling has
P A R adsld a pattern of plaster and walnut, which must have required days of
’ 5 b Gl skilled workmens' time. There is walnut paneling about the room up
LAl T s to a dado - perhaps four feet above the floor, Beautifully built
AJLcﬁho‘“V““&’ , - shelves of walnut are along the north wall and other perticns of the
zzy,%/¢¢447%,j:;ﬁa ’ room, The mantel on the west wall is of walnut with lovely tiles
AL ST '

;W




1. History Cont'd.:

a. (Italian?) in the hearth and a portion of the mantel, There is a s
beautiful parquet floor., The cld gas pipes for illumination are
still imbedded in the walls with some evidence of openings where
gas wall bracket lights once were.

To the front right of the central hallway (northwest corner) is
another beautiful room, the dining room. The floor is the same as
that in the central hall, alternating maple and walnut boards., There
is a bay window on the north, and to either side a corner closet and
cupboard with mirrors in the doors. In this room, the woodwork,in-
cluding the mantel, is painted white. The crystal light fixture with
round globes of etched glass once were illuminated with gas, but were
converted to electricity by Mrs, Evans., Behind the dining room on the
west are a butler's pantry, kitchen, and maid's room,

five rooms once used as bedrooms but presently used
re are seven fireplaces, once responsible for heating
the house, that are still in existence,

The 421 W, William residence now occupies the west fifty feet of
Lot 2 and the east twenty feet of Lot 3, in Block 5 of Western Addi-
tion, not the whole of lots 1 through 5 as was true originally., There
is not space, therefore, for a semi-circular drive or spacious lawn as
formerly was true.

Mr, Zvans recalled an anecdote told him about the east porch, Whe‘

(']

(Pl
I..h ,__l

Mrs. Oglesby (Zmma Gillett Oglesby) first saw it,she said, "It's too
narrow. It must be wider", whereupon Mr, Oglesby ordered it done., The

by
}

boards in the porch floor offer evidence of this change,

The visit to the house, conversa-
tion and write-up by Charlotte Meyer,
January 23, 1975.




. History Cont'd.:

2., Bvents in Richard J. Oglesby's life continued:

1888 - Wedding of Olive Oglesby, daughter of Richard J. and Anna
White Oglesby, to Chester A. Snider in the governor's mansion,

1889 - Retired from political 1life, living at his Oglehurst estate
near BElkhart, Illinois,

1899 - Died at Oglehurst, Buried in a mausoleum in Zlkhart Cemetery.,




3. History:

Richard J, Oglesby, ﬁenerally accepted as our most distinguished citi-
zen, is said always to have considersd Decatur as home, this despite the
fact that he spent his first twzslve years in Kentucky, his last ten years in
Logan County,and was awzy from Decatur in public service many times. During

the years he maintazined Decatur as home, his life was full and varied,

Politically, he was our district's state senator, Illinois' thrice-el-
ected governor, and the only tur resident to serve in the U. S. Senate,
Here he first met Lincoln who was later to refer to Oglesby as his "intimate
personal friend" and with whom his career would be interrelated., In 1860,
Oglesby promoted Lincoln's candiacy for the presidency at a state Republican
convention held in Decatur, With skilful timing and great showmanship he
initiated and secured adocption of the slogan "Lincoln the railsplitter for
president", achieving enthusiastic state endorsement of Lincoln. Later he
was an important factor in Lincoln's nomination at the national Republican
convention in Chicago., He wzs at Lincoln's bedside when he died, was presi-
dent of the group to plan the monument in Springfield, giving the oration at
the dedication with President U, 3. Grant and his cabinet in the audience,

Militarily, he fought in the Mexican and Civil wars, achieving the rank
of major-general in the latter, He carried a bullet in his body acquired at
the battle of Corinth to the time of his death in 1899,

Personally, he has been described as a big man, with a big heart and a
big brain, As a boy of nine he wept when he saw a family slave sold for
$400, He promised thai when he grew up he'd earn enough to buy his freedom .
and upon his return from a successful 1849 gold rush trip he did Jjust that.
This experience observing the sale of a family slave may have influenced his being
anti-slave from an early zze, and resulted in his exerting strong influence
during his first term as governor, in Illinois® becoming the first state in the
union to ratify the 13th amendment, prohibiting slavery,

Richard Oglesby's first home in Decatur was a log cabin where he lived
with his Aunt Judy and Uncle Richard Oglesby on arriving as an orphan, aged 12,
in 1836,

When Richard Oglesby married Anna White of Decatur,in 1859, her father was
said to have given them a2 home at West William and Edward. Records show that
September 28, 1859, Richard Oglesby purchased at auction lots one through five
in block five, Western Addition, for $2600, from the estate of John Whitney. It
is thought that a house built by Whitney in 1857 was a part of this purchase.

It is presumed that this was the two-story frame house shown in the picture on
the opposite page as attached to the right end of the larger, presently exist-
ing house. This older, 1857 house which became an ell on the newer one, housed
kitchen and servants' guarters until it was moved away some years later,

The presently existing house at 421 W. William is variously reported as
having been built in 1865, in the mid-1870's and in 1880, Oglesby was married




to his second wife, Emma Gillett Keays, on November 18, 1873, after beginning
. his term in the U, S. senate (Janw_xary, 1873-=1879).

Mrs, Janes Martin Johns writes the following in her Personal Recollections,
published in 1912, page 122,

"During his (Oglesby's six years in the U. S. senate (1873-1879) he spent
the greater portion of his time in Washington, though he kept his Decatur home
open. The old house where he lived for many years, became one wing of a very
handsome new home which he built and occupied after his retirement from official
life. Four of his children were born in the new house, all of whom are stil
living, Richard J. Oglesby and Miss Felicite Oglesby now live in Rome, Italy
with their mother. John is at present Lieutenant Governor of Illinois and
Jasper lives at Oglehurst, Lozan “ounty,."

*¥ Since his and Emma Keays Oglesby's oldest child, Felicite, was born
August 27, 1874, and their youngest child, Jasper, was born February 10, 1832,
the "handsome new house" was occupied by the Oglesbys during that period 1874-
1882, Records show that Richard Oglesby sold the property March 30, 1882,
and moved to Logzn County, probably first to Lincoln, Illinois,znd later to
Oglehurst near Elkhart,

* This information was secured January 23, 1975, from Richard J, Oglesby's
step-granddaughter, Mrs, Susan Keays Green of Elkhart, Mr, Roy O, Schilling,
now of 128 N, Woodlawn, Decatur, but a native of Elkhart, ‘phoned Krs, Green

‘ who secured the key to the Oglesby mausoleum in Elkhart Cemetery, copied down
the above dates and 'phoned them to Mr. Schilling,

Dates she secured may be summarized as follows:

1. Felicite Oglesby (the Countess Alesandro Cenci de Bolognetti)

Born - August 27, 1874

Married - July 23, 1924

Died - July 29, 1954
2. Richard James Oglesby

Born - Sept. 26, 1875

Died - Nov. 8, 1913
3. John G, Oglesby (married Augusta Smith Carroll)

Born - March 19, 1878

Married = Oct, 21, 1929

Died - May 26, 1938
4, Jasper Oglesby

Born - Febr. 10, 1882

Died - July 3, 1935
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Ogleshy Home
Touches of ear’s
degame stll swee ugh

Los: mostly on the second
fioor which; has - beén
Tremodeled m,ofﬂces. 3

‘Hidden, often, by digt  and
drab, by falling.
age-worn carpeting, -

But the old-time elegmee is
st very much a part -of the
Gow. Richard J. Oglesby home
in Decatur.

Toe home at
St is, right now, a place of
conirasts.

Of sometimes strange,
Indicrous contrasts.

The dining toom, below
right, shows an age of many
fireplaces. The ehandelier has
buge globes with intricate
flamingo scemes. Ome s | : -
broken and replaced by a new, = o 8 . —e . .
out of - place, globe. But the Staff Photos by He
chandelier is still elegant, A -

And big — about two - and - : ,

z - half feet in diameter. But
under the chandelier is a
pingpong table. The house is a
place of strange contrasts.’
Back in the back, in the
greenhouse, left, a
vrsuge of its heritage re-

Pmpped against one of the
many windows is a sign:
Home of Gov. Richard J.
Ogelsby, 1824-1899, one of
mmms most distinguished

‘I‘he hentage of that house
i the long, slightly winding
staircase was assured a place
in the future last week when
Gov. Richard B. Ogilvie sign-
ed a bill providing $50,000 in
state funds for the purchase of
the oldhome.

The home is now occupied
by the Evans Grain Co.

Its original owner was
elected governor three times
znd was a civil war general
znd U S. senator.

e ; 1972
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stories high, with wal
having a spacious p
its exterior is
and finish nothing has been
venience., Though the ho ouse
fore its owner left for Ws
safely ensconced within its
grounds ornamented according
to himself and an ornament t
the Senator and his family du:
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| Columbian exposition.
\sion of architects of the
\the Union League Club; of the University Club of

Institute of

fﬁ“—@, 7

jewelers, of Meriden, ¢
ryounger brother is gls

; VG part in politics,
ige independently as his
member and vestryman
wood, N..J., where
3 wvas mar-
“mily, daughter of |
Fielder.
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-
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. William Le Baron, architect and
- u st Fairhaven, Mass., Sept. 23,
; Proctorand Elizabeth Te Baron
“emily was founded in Ameries
n Jenney, a native of Nop.
and three children saijed
23, 1623.

LT T

After
western Penn-
nt to Chicago
zineer and archi-
e introduced the
sed brick in fine
nos, and in 1883 he invented for the
nce office building the steel skeleton
- a style of construction in which each
- partitions and floors—is carried inde.
on the columns. Notable examples of
architectural work are the Teiter huild-
Union League club-house, the Manhattan,
Young Men’s Christian Association, the New
& Life building, the Ludington, the Trude, etc.,
Chicago,and the horticultural hall of the World's
He was one of the commis-
exposition and a member of

=8|

'

“ oA

Chicago; fellow and vice-president of the American
Architects; junior vice-commander of

S——rrore Commuandery, Toyal Legioﬁ, and me
o1 of the Society of the Army of the Tennqss.

ie the author of numerous magazine articlesy
sipally on technical subjects, and of one hook,
qeiples and Practice of Arch.ltcmum (1869).
- married, May 8, 1867, to Elizabeth I Cobb,

Tand, O., and has two children, Max Jenney
:Dr. B L. B. Jenney.
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£ mself valued mpst highly:
=g Declaration of Amgri
satute of Virginia

was regarded
to Benjamin

nd flight was the first yerial cross-
h Channel. Jeffries and\ Blanchard
ver on January 7, 1785 Halfway
loon began to descend, aRd it was
tison all of the scientifi§ instru-
12 barometer; shortly thereafter
clothes of the aeronauts and all of
to be thrown overboard. An up-
em near the French coast and\they
rely inland to the forest of Gules,

illiam Le Emn €183" —1907), architect.

n Fzairhaven, Massa-
s Academy, An-

— -
Yy YR w—/"‘-‘
MM‘ 3 7

e _.l:'/z_,warfv&' ‘J%{/:f‘

&

trio was Walter Winchell. Gus Edwards

JESSEL 547

dover, then Harvard’s Lawrence Scientific School
and the Ecole Centrale des Arts et Manufactures
in Paris, graduating in 1856. Settling in New
Orleans, he became for a time an engineer with
the Tehuantepec Railroad Company, then returned
to Paris to further his studies in architecture,
remaining from 1859 to 1861. Returning to the
United States, he enlisted in the Union army and
served capably as an engineer, having earned the
rank of major by 1866, when he resigned. He
worked in Pennsylvania as an engineer until 1668.
Then he established an architectural and engineer-
ing firm in Chlcago ]enney, Mundie, and Jensen.
In his early buildings, mainly office structures, he
strove to get maximum light and to make hall-
ways and entrances as spacious and attractive as
possible. His concepts were developed in Princi-
ples and Practice of Architecture, 1869. With the
Home Insurance Building, his major contribution,
built in 1884-1885, he inaugurated skeletal con-
struction, an internal framework of iron and steel
beams that supported the walls and roof of the
building and determined its outer form. The fore-
runner of the skyscraper, it was the first structure
of its kind to use steel as a building material and
also introduced the best plumbing system vyet
developed in an office buildi f ize. He went
on to design the Leiter Building
Eair. store in 1890-1891, and
Chicago, further de\clh'
struction. He was later ho
Steamship Company of
nized his service to the
one of their ships after him.
and moved to Los Angeles,
June 15, 1907.

Jessel, George Albert (189o—

Born in New York City on April
Jessel was the son of a poor
school after only six months to
family; his grandfather was a t
sang for the customers while the
have their pants pressed. He

mother to arrange an audition
Harlem where she sold tickets,
gaged as a member of a trio of bo
ten, who sang in the theater pit bec
prohibited the appearance on the sta
formers under sixteen. Another member

Pr
a

in an act with Eddie Cantor when he w
he toured for years, but by the time he v
teen he was no longer a cute child and ¢
broke up. He went to England, but
returned from London in 1917, he co_l
work. Sitting around with “the bov
noon, he called his mother on the telep
proceeded to tell her funny stories about
happenings. His friends recognized t
basis of an act, and he developed and u
more than 40 years; he published an
raphy in 1946 under the title Hello Momm
had his first big success in 1925, x'ie 1

vaudeville to play the stralght lead in I
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22, DManhattan Building. 1890.

irchitect: William L. Jenney.
<31 South Dearborn (36 W). Map 3.

= 2nd Burnham and Root’s Rand McNally Building were
== arst tall office buildings to use skeleton construction
"‘_;m;rb_;\t Even the party walls are carried by the steel
=. in this case on beams cantilevered out, i.e., extending

nd their supporting columns. The building thus dlspla_vs

=v's Interest in structural matters and his inventiveness

using the new material, iron or steel. The design. however,
not partlcularly impressive. The various materials and the
“iferent shapes in the bay windows, for instance, tend to

croduce an effect of indecision.
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22, Manhattan Building. 1890.

Architect: William L. Jenney.
<31 South Dearborn (36 W). Map 3.

znd Burnham and Root’s Rand McNally Building were

arst tall office buildings to use skeleton construction
_‘ut_h_gt Even the party walls are carried by the steel
“rzme. in this case on beams cantilevered out, i.e., extending
: nd their supporting columns. The building thus displays
s interest in structural matters and his inventiveness

== using the new material, iron or steel. The design. however,
= not partlcularly impressive. The various materials and the
“iZerent shapes in the bay windows, for instance, tend to

croduce an effect of indecision.
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ARCHITECTURE IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA

srarssnmos Srmzmentzuon with none of the discretion of MeKim, Mead & White on
= 2nd Omaha insurance buildings. Characteristic of the period are

tv Building at Broadway and Wall Street, begun in 1894, and his
9"~8 at 1133 Broadway, both in New York, and Post’s Park
] rgh, completed in 1896. The latter’s Havemeyer Building, com-
292, was by exception still somewhat Richardsonian.
T2 —ewuong of an original sort of skyscraper design around 1890 is a_Middle
= znd almost specifically a Chicago, story to which New York architects made
cution. Boston’s architectural leadership had ended with the death of Richard-
oo cspice the prominence of McKim, Mead & White and their large Eastern follow-
=zcership in this field passed almost at once to Chicago. It was most appropriatc
“cnzrdson’s masterpiece, the Field store, should have been built there; the inspira-
wor = provided, as we have already seen in the case of the Auditorium Building, played
= ==rorant part in the succeeding Middle Western development.

= 123990 Jenney built for Levi Z. Leiter a large building on South Clark Street in

o now occupied b by Scars, Roebuck & Company. In chis he not only used the new
;7.«3‘::__ er construction’ for the exterior walls but also—with the presumptive aid of his
=zn and later partner William Bryce Mundic (1863-1939) — arrived at an expression
icular character as logical as that of the Tacoma Building and rather more
zcnumental. Like all the other Chicago designers in these years, Jenney and Mundie
vz miuenced here by the Field store. The uncompronnsmclv block-like shape of
endous building, with its heavy plain entablature and pilaster-like corner piers,
dsonian both in its scale and in its simplicity (Plate 1178). The various group-
~zs or stone mullions that clad the main piers and subdivide Lh\. bays, lithe and light
hey are, were clearly envisaged as Romanesqu colonnettes and even carry
toliate capitals. Despite the dichotomy of the solidly Richardsonian silhouette
=2 the open screen-like treatment of the walls, the effect is coherent and dioqiﬁed In
s respect the Sears, Roebuck Building is superior to Sullivan’s very Richardsonian 2
House Building in Pueblo, Colorado, of 1890 which was burned in 2313 1920s.
- Walker Warchouse in Chicago of 1888-9 better displayed his great
oree buildings of 1890-1, two in Chicago by Burnham & Root and o

Livan, express the wide range of creative possibilities in skyscraper
most advanced is Burnham & Root’s Reliance Building. at least 1
~—=ct structural expression, for it is a refined and perfected version of Holabird &
Roche’s Tacoma Building (Plate 1158). The light-coloured terracotta claddmg of the

ot

peocs s in the LdSPLd pmd]mg neither Romancsque nor Renaissance, but slwhm Late
-naracter — of the spandrels. Carried up only four storeys in 1890,22 though
its present thirteen storeys by D. H. Burnham & Company in 1894, the
o have attracted less attention when first built than it does today.

Sozm oz & Root's other significant skyscraper of this particular moment, the sixteen-
2o Mozzdrock Building begun in 1891, the last tall Chicago building with bearing

~
=,

Az )‘-ﬁ///c)’yezbdft wﬂ%f? ¢W¢4@M ; | Wﬂzl&éjmé /_{5}___27_[1_63
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‘ s a‘go this week some 80’(}0 par,
1 Ger rant came 1o in 2t Decatur,
E_u;_xL A “ee and a plaque on stazson was so
{a rock i Fairview park are-re- part of thé re.
minders of the visit, madem the 2rrival thet
B and 7. 1880, - d c_:t was a2 2’ -gun
The tree—“Gnneral Grant Tree,”’
a marker high up on the trunk
—stands near the southwest
corner ‘of the Jlarge pavilion. The
plaque, is. on a rock next to the
1 These two markers are the X on
the slﬁot where .the - general spoke
briefly before an audience which

X
e

£ ‘COERAL GRANT TREE

could be cz
salute by B
Speeches -and
ances werse
general and his
the crowd and ra"= £

#
i

¥

(Y

derway.
in;

#

\

3
AL &

J

eyl

s

e

records say numbered near 40,000.
Decatur’s populat}on then was ap-
pro:nma{ely 9,000. The event was
a reunion of the Macon County Vet-
erans’ as':ocxatmn held for the 21st
‘!Hmoxs infanfry regiment, Grant's
| titst command in the Civil war.

<1ze was’ dechcated by Dunham
: post,’ Grand Army of the Republic,
on July 8, 1921

" Where Units Organized

] The pIaque “which was dedicated
;May 17, 1937, serves to mark not

the fact that the area which is now
{1Fairview park is the area in which|
lorganization of all M=acon couniy}
Civil ‘war army units took place.
In ‘thése days the park was the
fair grounds.

The plaque states that:
the Civil war,.
the place where the organization of
gll regiments in Macon county took |
place. "Among - these regiments
were the 116th Tllinois infantry or-
ganized by Colonel Tupper, and the
141st Illinois infantry organized by
Colonel I. C. Pugh. - The 35th Illi-
nois - infanfry was organized and
quartered here. - On October 6th
;and Tth; 1880, General U. S. Grant
Tand. Jc‘m A. Logan and Governor
R."J. Oglesby were present here at
a reunion of the Macon County Vet.
erans’ assomatmn held tor Grant's
]regxment the zlst Ilhnnis infan-

try.

The" plaqué was placed by the
Illinois department of the Sons of
|Union Veterans during a state en-
leampment .ot the Grand Army of
kthe Repubhc L

“Reunion Lakted 3 Days

The veterans reunion, which
would be a high spot in any writ-
ten history ‘of Decatir and Macon
county,” was’ a three- day affalr-—-
iromﬂct 5107, @

General Grant came” to Decatur

‘“During

hi-

committee fro

____J_m__nesa‘
_to Bement to meet the

’Genez-a} » (later kgovernor)

! L § ames’ " Millikin, -

|Johns, 1. A.. Bm:l«:m;zharwH Maj T

*Charles Emeryy and Major Whard
W :

erntcry.

- The iree, an elm now of giant|

only the general’s visit here but|

Fairview park was|

rade, General Grant was
taken i0 the home of General
Oglesby, at the corper of Fgdw=rd
and William streets, pow {he home
of F. 1. Evang, 421 West William

“.street.

General Spoke Briefly
At the Oglesby home the cheer--
ing only subsided w
Grant zppeared on the ezsi ver-

anda Then in Iesponse 1o V{E‘.ﬁ,

.

Waggoner's welcome address !
. pi 1 - 1
which had been scheduled {0 be
iven 3 3 . . z‘.el

men=~rai. -=;:m\e ﬁ*e:lv— he ?'E"Cl‘";
say, “perhapé a hundred words.”™:
Then, according to the archives, he
reﬁ'ed to get “some chicken andi
re=t =
i That night & rpceptmn was held
iin the Tabernacle a building” at
the corner of. North Main sireet
‘and Prairie avenue, which then
\was the largest audlionum in the
c1ty

The surv1v1ng members ot the
21st regiment, who opened the
evening’'s program with a business’
session, sat on the stage. Colonel
McMackm presided, ' Captain:
Moss, a Topeka, Kan naval offi-!
cer, spoke, " i

Tells . Abcut 21st” Regiment

When Grant and Logan appeared
they ' were ¥reeted with “fhunder-»
ous’ applausé, after which Grant!
recalled the history of his exper—{
ience with the 21st regirent. I:o-i
gan, General Oglesby and Cap’ramt
Harlan al§o’ gave talks. :

The main part of the reunion was
that held the following day in Fair-,
view park, the fair grounds, named:
Camp Sheridan for the occasion. A
parade, a mile-and-a-half leng,
from the city’s business -district to
the park started off" the show.

The speakers  inciuded ~ Gen..
Jesse H. Moore, General Grant,®
General Logan, Gen. G. A. Smith
of New Mezxico, Chaplain Wilkin of |
the 21st regiment, Rev. J. W. Ce-
cil, and David thﬂer of Sp"mg~
leld Sy

o Shook Hands With ..,,JB i

_News ' accounts, which do not{
quote the speakers; say Geheral
Grant 8 'talk was the “longest puh-,

i

.. llic address he made while in De-
v éatur ! an indication that he was

cbnsxstnnt in being brief.

" A second reception was held m
‘the Tabernacle: that night, nth‘
General Grant ctardmg for hcu*sc '
s?akmg hands with some 5,000 pac- ’
pe 557

. After some extemnoraneous

o A NAA

iz "any
a9

8,000 At Tratn

& ; ; talks, music by th2e band, and a:
5y ¥ Anoiher mmmlttee e Mayor vocal sclo, “The  Sweei Bve and!} :
b i Henry W. Waggoner, A. T. HilliBye,” by Mrs. A. W. Conklin, thel
¢ John Ullrich, John A. Barnes, John! reception broke up and the Grant ]
Vi |K. Warren, James W. Haworth.|party was taken to the train.; i
4 P. Housum—and & - SR SFR Y2

and Charles
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you X
£ill an amateur. in the world |
of professional ant;que deaierx. :
cis.mday the 135* remnants nf:j
fine furniture which once
led the Vletorlen‘home of for-

I

T Tllinois . Gov.' ‘Richard -3
eshby ‘on West. William btreet
ent on the block at Rich’s Auc~
n, 355 N. East st
“What -am T bid?: What ami:
hid?” said the auctioneer Neil

1)

e OF
O g,

is fine _inlaid, Fnuhsh
was part of the Oglesby,
ies. and gentle-neu.

‘;,the aSSignment

hrough 2 microphone. . |

Staff photo/by Dick “Torgerson -

‘subtle Slgnals collectors
se'to drive thexriccmpetltors

o 9

gL

e urniture.

DITOR'S NOTE — Herald i

€| got caught. up in the spirit of
the auction ' and ended” up -
;cartmg off two chairs, ‘2 wash
i—and a chamber. pot.
o 877 poorer for

.He

dealers ‘and . collectors, as well
{ as Decatur bargain hunters

. “Sold at /3150 dollars,” Rich|
saLd with «a . flourish, only ac-
quired by much expenence
Fascmshnq DPrama

“'The begmners at’ aucfmn sales:
were * fascma%:ed by the drama
of "a ‘family’s’ final ‘appearar
{on the stage of history e

@ whgch were sold Wlﬂ ’ne

toration of
nnei_ membe acon

ty | Hlétorlcalw ocle’cy 10

: “I bought

: h« do,
if they ever irestore' the %ome
T want to donate it another

'/ /?éi

,repmter ‘Coleman Mobley was |sifting and” watching before

-assigned to cover the sale of |

“items from the home of for-

-\ mer Illinois Gov. Richard J.
;;Oglesby In~ the ‘process, - he

large cxowd of profeesmnalv’

ser .and higher, callmg for an-

Many of the piece of furm-‘

Gl o SR
b

Auciion ltem

" This : early - electric” lamp
with crystal fobs was one of
a pair auctioned off at Rich’s
Auction House m Decatur

Staff phohi by Dick' Ter"ge_r:soii\ i s‘

Sunday when the Oglesby col-f
lection of furniture was plac»
ed orf the block. by the . cur-

m

Se i f

1t takes séveral hours of’ﬁeg

anyone can muster 'enough{
courage to raise a finger to
make a bid. :
Most timid bidders seemed to
start on smaller-items such as
a chamber pot-or a wash stand |
or a sandwich glass globe from
an old gaslight. 1

., rent owner E. B. Evans

wie

Some items seemed to gol
cheaply. \

A walnut four poster bed sold|:
for $17.50. .

The piano which the Og‘,eﬁ-
bys reportedly brought to De-
catur by wagon went for $20.

Two fuesxde chairs sold for
$72.

At times$ it was-difficult to }tell who was buying what items,

tell what was bid or who was '
bidding.

The caners “voice went on
and on, pushing, the price high-

=

ﬁer half dollar. .
A Decatur antique deaier sit-

as the pros just tipped their
hats or winked an eye to sxgnal
the auctioneer. . <.

ting near the back of the audi-
torium noted that it takes much|

experience ' at auctions

ed in Decatur in many years,
Ithe dealer;said. -

you v.gant

she said, - o

'iurmtme._ iliat has been autlon-

and |
study of furniture, styles,  dif-
ferent woods and the makes of
chma before knowmg 1t 1s safe

\“The only. way te know what
is to came searly,
et \study everything, and gain ex-
perience. by watchmg others b

1t was almost impossible to
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Qgilvie Signs
Pugchase Bil

Gov. Richard B) 0g11v1e sign-
ed a bill Thursday providing
$50,000 in “state funds for the
purchase of the Decatur home of
Gov. Richard J. Oglesby.

The bill was passed unani-
mously by both - the Ilinois’
House and Senate. ' {

Herald and Review Phoio .

'ﬁus is fhe Og!esby homa at 421 W, William St,

‘Rep. A. Webber Borchers, R-
Decatur, introduced the bill in,
the House. Sen. Robert Me-
Carthy, D-Decatur, guided it
through the Senate.

Linley Hurtt of 173 N. Dennis
St., one of the prime movers for
state purchase of the old man-
sion, reported. he had been noti-
fied last, Thursday of the ap-
proval by the governor’s oi-
fice.
‘Borchers S&ld he talked with
Gov. Ogilvie this morning.

. “The governor said he was
happy to sign the bill. He ex-
plained he thought it was in the
pest interests of Illinois’s his-
|torical heritage.”

The house’s original owner
was elected governor three
times, was a civil war general, a
U.' S. senator and one  of those
influential at the famed Wig-
wam Republican convention in
Decatur promoting the nomina-
tion® of* Abraham Lincoln for
president.

P0le. ; %A@ %&Wﬁ‘/n{k}, Lo
Halbres ccceresded Borerrios

Ogduie M/W/D Wa&;w
Bt W&w{’m /Wfl“

Jss e //‘;/(/J/C,LLC% (

| Oglesby
Home Bﬂl

l:}%ﬁ%g% vo‘tgs)mﬁbzghz

| the Illinois House and Senate, a

bill for the state to purchase the
Decatur home of Gowv. Richard
gd Oglesby has ‘been appa‘ov—

Final Senate«acuon came th1s
morning following House action
Monday afternoon.

The home, at 421 W. William |
St., will be purchased for $50,000 |
alzd maintained as a hxstoncal
site ,
The bill, Whlch was introduced |
by Rep. A Webber Borchers (R- |
Decatur), was approved earlier

by the General Assembly, but
received an amendatory veto
from Gov. Richard B. Ogilvie. |
Sen, Robert McCarthy (D-De- |
catur) guided the: bill through -
the Senate today.

Gov. Ogilvie is expected to

sign the bill as it agrees to the |
removal of objectional parts of |
rthe bill which brought about the

previous veto.

Oglesby served as govemorz
for three terms between 1864

and 1875.



Purchase and development of
two Macon County historical
‘sites by the .Macon County
Conservation District has been
" approved by the State Depart-
ment of Conservation.

The two sites are the
Governor Oglesby Mansion at
491 W. William St. and the

oty oy e

e

& Warnick Cabin on the Mount

: E Auburn road.

i | Cost of purchase of the two

24 1 _ properties, and initial restora-
ko tion expenses of them, is
g estimated at about $72,000, of

which the state will
half. ,

pay
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urchase of Two Historical
uildings Approved by Sta

| jects.

|~ According to Robert B. King,
chairman of the Bicentennial | -
historical|
| preservation of both properties |

However, Rod Washburn,
deputy director of lands for the
Conservation District, said
Friday that there have been 10
negotiations for purchase of the
two properties and that their
cost is not known.

Their purchase, he said, is
also subject to approval by the
district’s board of trustees.

So far as is known the owners
of the two historic sites are
willing to sell them to the
district, but mno final
agreements have been reach-
ed.

The Oglesby Mansion and the
Warnick Cabin were identified
. by the Macon County Bicen-
tennial Commission as suitable
for purchase by the district as
B i centennial-Heritage = pro-

B

|
!

Commission,

was first suggested in 1910.

Previous efforts to acquire
both properties have been
made from time to time,

| though not by the Conservation
- District, but without suc-
cess.

The Oglesby Mansion, now
occupied by the Evans Grain
Co., was the home of Richard

' J. Oglesby, a three-time Illinois -
governor and military hero.

' It was built about 1873 in an

' Italian architectural style and

! was the home of Oglesby dur-

e of the state’s only three-time governor.

¥
i
!
!

* rerald and Review Photo [

The Warnick Cabin was built
sbout 1833 by William Warnick,
the county’s first sheriff. It has
been known by a variety of
names, including the Eight
Mile House, the Thirty-Three
Mile House, the Echel Tavern
and the Huddleston Cot-
tage.

The original cabin contained *
two rooms but additions were
made starting during the late
1830s or early 1840s. ¥

The building was extensively -
damaged by fire on July 28, but :
some of the original logs re-
main as the basis for a.=
reconstruction.

No plans for reconstruction of . %
the cabin have yet been ®=
formulated, according to
Preston Schellbach, Conserva- -’
tion District director.

AR

. ing much of his long political -

| and military career. On Oct. 6 -
and 7, 1880, former president

and general U.S. Grant was a
. guest of Oglesby in the
“home. T

_been  carefully  preserved
| through the years, with the
original mantels, fireplaces,
doors, stairways and library

4311 i nlana

Washburn said the home has |
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Funds Approved

L .v;;g o, 30 19975

Historical Sltes
To Be Restored

Purchase and development of
two Macon County historical
sites by the Macon County
Conservation District has been
approved by the State Depart-
ment of Conservation.

The two sites are the
Governor Oglesby Mansion at
421 W. William St. and the
Warnick Cabin on the Mount
Auburn road.

Cost of purchase of the two
properties, and initial restora-
tion expenses of them, is
estimated at about $72,000, of

which the state will pay
half.
However, Rod Washburn,

deputy director of lands for the
Conservation District, said
Friday that there have been no
negotiations for purchase of the
two properties and that their
cost is not known.

Their purchase, he said, is
also subject to approval by the
district’s hoard of trustees.

So far as is known the owners
of the two historic sites are
willing to sell them to the
district, but no final
agreements have been reach-
ed.

The Oglesby Mansion and the
Warnick Cabin were identified
by the Macon County Bicen-
tennial Commission as suitable
for purchase by the district as
B i centennial-Heritage  pro-
jects.

According to Robert B. King,
chairman of the Bicentennial
Commission, historical

preservation of both properties
was first suggested in 1910.

Previous efforts to acquire

both properties have been
made from time to time,
though not by the Conservatlon
Distriet, but  without suce-
Ccess.

The Ogleshy Mansion, now
occupied by the Evans Grain
Co., was the home of Richard
J. Oglesby, a three-time Illinois
governor and military hero.

It was built about 1873 in an
Italian architectural style and
was the home of Oglesby dur-
ing much of his long political
and military career. On Oct. 6
and 7, 1880, former president
and general U.S. Grant was a
guest of Oglesby in the
home. ‘

Washburn said the home has
been  carefully  preserved
through the years, with the
original mantels, fireplaces,
doors, stairways and library
still in place.

The Warnick Cabin was built
about 1833 by William Warnick,
the county’s first sheriff. It has
been known by a variety of
names, including the Eight
Mile House, the Thirty-Three
Mile House, the Echel Tavern
and the Huddleston Cot-
tage.

The original cabin contained

two rooms but additions were

made starting during the late
1830s or early 1840s.

The building was extensively
damaged by fire on July 28, but
some of the original logs re-
main as the basis for a
reconstruction.

No plans for reconstruction of
the cabin have yet been
formulated, according to



The Governor Oglesby Mansion, Inc.
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Prepared and provided by members of Zonta Club of Decatur
For information contact Mr. Linley W. Hurtt, President
Governor Oglesby Mansion Corporation, 173 N. Dennis, Decatur, Illinois 62522, 422-3344
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Richard James Oglesby

Richard J. Oglesby’s record of public service undoubtedly justifies his long
being called “Decatur’s most distinguished citizen”. In addition, his personal
qualities qualify him as Decatur’s most popular citizen of the nineteenth century.
Although he spent his first twelve years in Kentucky, his last ten years in Logan
County and was away from Decatur in public service many times, it was the
forty-six Decatur years, 1836-1882, that were his rich and productive ones.

Politically, he was our district’s state senator, Illinois’ thrice-elected governor,
and the only Decatur resident to serve in the U. S. Senate. Here he first met
Lincoln with whom his career would be interrelated. In 1860 Oglesby promoted
Lincoln’s candidacy for the presidency at a state Republican convention held in
Decatur. With skillful timing and
great showmanship he initiated
and secured adoption of the
slogan “Lincoln the railsplitter
for president” achieving enthusi-
astic state endorsement of Lin-
coln. Later he was an important
factor in Lincoln’s nomination
at the national Republican con-
vention in Chicago. He was at
Lincoln’s bedside when he died,
was president of the group to
plan the monument in Spring-
field at Oak Ridge cemetery,
giving the oration at its dedication
with President U. S. Grant and
his cabinet in the audience.

Militarily, he fought in the
Mexican and Civil wars, achieving
the rank of major-general in the
latter. Injured at the Battle of Corinth, he carried an ounce shot in his body
for the remainder of his life while continuing as an active and productive public
servant.

Personally, he has been described as a big man, with a big heart and a big
brain. An experience observing the sale of a family slave may have influenced
his being antislave from an early age and resulted in his exerting strong influence
during his first term as governor in Illinois” becoming the first state in the union
to ratify the 13th amendment prohibiting slavery.

Oglesby’s first defeat (1858) as a political candidate was said to be a personal
triumph, for his convincing earnestness, hearty good nature and superior elo-
quence impressed his most vigorous opponents. As a stump speaker he was said
to have no equal. He was electric, moving, full of a penetrating enthusiasm.
There was no sham. “His clean-shaven, expressive face and his bluff, hearty
western manner gave his appearance a charm that was brightened by a physique
of commanding proportions.”

When President Lincoln in 1864 asked that Illinois Republicans nominate a
strong candidate for governor because of the help and support he needed, Oglesby
was his suggestion. Oglesby was delighted, was nominated, and immediately
“made things lively.” His agreement with Lincoln on major issues of the day
contributed to his strong feeling of loyalty. With Lincoln under fire for his
war policies, Oglesby never apologized for him. Instead he predicted that the
time would come when Lincoln’s almost God-like wisdom, forésight and fore-
bearance would place him on the calendar of saints.”



The Governor Oglesby Mansion

Richard J. Oglesby’s first home in Decatur was a log cabin where he lived with
his Aunt Judy and Uncle Richard Oglesby on arriving as an orphan, age twelve,
in 1836.

When Richard Oglesby married Anna White of Decatur in 1859, her father
was said to have given them a home at the southwest corner of West William
and Edward. Records show that September 28, 1859, Richard Oglesby purchased
at auction for $2600, lots one through five, Western Addition, from the estate of
John Whitney. It is thought that a house built by Whitney in 1857 was part of
the purchase. It is presumed that this was the seven-room, two-story frame
house later attached to the west end of the larger, presently existing house.
This older house became an ell on the newer one, housing kitchen and servants’
quarters until it was removed some years later.

The present house was probably built about 1874, after Oglesby’s marriage
to Emma Gillett Keays in 1873, while he was our United States senator (1873-
1879). He has been quoted as saying that the new house was to be his place of
retirement following his term in the senate. Sources relate that his four children
by his second wife were born “in his handsome new house.”

And it is a handsome house, possessing such features of the Italianate style
as the low-pitched roof with belvedere or flat deck area at the roof’s center,
originally with a balustrade around it; overhanging eaves with decorative brackets
as supports; grouping of windows; bay windows; and of course, verandas. The
unusual, diamond-shaped window lead panes are the original ones. Only the
solarium attached to the rear of the house is not original, it having been added
about 1952.

On the interior, a vestibule with tile floor leads to a wide, central hall with
three-inch alternating strips of walnut and maple flooring. This same type of
flooring is in the dining room located on the front west side. In the central
hall is one of the mansion’s seven fireplaces, and across from it on the east wall
is a slightly curving stairway of walnut with a niche in the wall for statuary.

The dining room has white enameled woodwork including the mantel and
corner cupboards with mirrored doors. There is a semi-octagonal bay window,
and an elaborate chandelier with globes of frosted glass originally lighted by gas.

On the left (east) front of the first floor is a spacious 16 by 30 foot living
room with 12-foot ceiling and rectangular bay window.

Behind the parlor at the rear of the mansion is the especially beautiful
library with walnut wainscoting, bookcases, mantel, and walnut-framed mirror
over it. There is a parquet floor and an intricate ceiling design of walnut and
plaster with the ceiling of the semi-octagonal bay window repeating in miniature
the ceiling in the main portion of the room. The long, narrow diamond-paned
double casement doors on the east originally opened on the veranda. That is
where General (former president) U. S. Grant stood on October 6, 1880 to
receive the cheers and shouts of the Civil War Union veterans in Decatur for a
G.AR. encampment, with Grant and son Jesse as the Oglesby’s house guests.

Oglesby’s plan to retire at the close of his senate term changed when he was
urged to run for a third time as governor, twenty years after serving his first
term. He won, and at the end of his 1885-1889 term, he retired, not to 421
West William, but to Oglehurst, an estate near Elkhart; he had sold the Decatur
property March 30, 1882, to James E. Bering, grandfather of E. B. Evans, whose
family in March, 1976 sold the property to the Macon County Conservation
District which has an agreement with the Governor Oglesby Mansion Corporation,
Linley W. Hurtt, president, to operate and restore it as a memorial to Governor
Richard J. Oglesby.



1824-
1833-
1833-

1834-35
1836-

1842-
1844-
1845-
1846-

1849-

1851-

1853-
1856-
1857-
1859-

1860-

1860-
1861-

1862-

1863-

1864-
1865-
1865-

1865-
1865-

1868-
1872-

1873-
1874-

1880-

1882-

1885-
1889-

Richard James Oglesby

— a chronological listing of some of the important events in his life —

Born July 25 in Oldham County, Kentucky, son of Colonel Jacob Oglesby.
Orphaned at age eight in June, when his parents died of cholera.

Saw Uncle Tim, a family slave, sold for $400 with Dick, aged 9, in tears, promising
that some day he’d buy Uncle Tim’s freedom. Oglesby later referred to this experi-
ence as the beginning of his strong anti-slave feelings.

Worked in Kentucky for a year at the carpenter’s trade.

Brought to Decatur by his uncle, Willis Oglesby, and placed in the care of another
uncle, Richard Oglesby, and his wife, “Aunt Judy”. Continued his carpentry
apprenticeship for six months under a prominent Decatur builder, E. O. Smith.
Also worked at farming.

Raised hemp one summer, manufacturing the rope that launched Decatur’s first
flatboat on the Sangamon River. Net earnings for the summer, $6.50.

Studied law in Springfield under the highly respected Judge Silas Robbins.
Admitted to the bar, practicing law briefly in Sullivan, Illinois.

In war with Mexico, retiring as a first lieutenant after fighting at Vera Cruz and
Cerro Gordo.

Joined a party of eight Decatur men, including Henry Prather, who was his brother-
in-law, E. O. Smith and Samuel Powers in the gold rush. Drove a six-mule team
from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, California, in ninety-five days.

Returned from the trip with $4500 in gold, purchased Uncle Tim’s freedom, and
invested some of his gold, plus money from the land warrant received as a soldier
in the Mexican War in what would become the Oglesby addition, naming one
street Eldorado for the gold mine and another Cerro Gordo for the battle of that
name.

Formed a law parnetership with Sheridan Wait.

Began a twenty-month tour of Europe, Egypt, Arabia and the Holy Land. Saw
this trip as a way of securing education in a manner more to his liking than reading
or schooling.

Gave a series of talks on his travels in Powers Hall, these credited with helping
him develop ‘“‘the wonderful magnetic power of his eloquence”. (Jane Johns)
Bought lots 1 through 5, block 5, Western Addition, with an 1857 house on it
built by John Whitney. Was said to have been a wedding gift from the father
of his bride, Anna White of Decatur.

On May 6th, Oglesby presented the slogan “Lincoln the railsplitter for President”,
to the Illinois Republican Convention meeting in Decatur’s temporary wigwam.
Under Oglesby’s skillful guidance, Lincoln received the Illinois convention’s over-
whelming endorsement of Lincoln for the presidency. The following week in
Chicago, Oglesby assisted in the same, at the National Republican Convention.
Elected to the state senate.

Resigned as state senator to begin service in the Civil War. Chosen colonel of the
Eighth Illinois Regiment, the first regiment to be tendered in Illinois.

Promoted to Brigadier-General on April 1, 1862 in recognition of valor at the
Battle of Fort Donelson. Shot through the lung at the Battle of Corinth. Com-
missioned Major General (November, 1865).

Assigned to the Sixteenth Army Corps, still suffering from the bullet he carried
and would carry for the rest of his life. Tried to resign but General Grant de-
tailed him to court martial duty in Washington, D.C.

Returned to Decatur in May to recuperate and later to become a candidate for
governor. Elected to a term 1865-68.

On January 17th, sworn in quietly as governor of Illinois, the inauguration delayed
by the death of his five-year old son, Dickie.

Jan. 31 — Led the Illinois legislature in this state’s becoming the first in the nation
to ratify the 13th amendment to the U. S. constitution, abolishing slavery.

April 15 — At Lincoln’s deathbed.

May 11 — Made president of an association to secure funds and erect a suitable
monument to Lincoln in Springfield’s Oak Ridge Cemetery.

Mrs. Anna White Oglesby died in the governor’s mansion. Buried in Greenwood
Cemetery, Decatur, near son Dickie. (May 16)

Elected to second term as governor. Resigned eight days later when elected U. S.
senator by the state legislature. Senate term — 1872-1879.

November 18 — Married Emma Gillett Keays in Elkhart, Illinois.

October 15 — Lincoln’s monument in Springfield dedicated, Oglesby giving the

" oration with President U. S. Grant and cabinet in the audience.

October 6, 7 — Entertained General Grant at 421 West William while Grant was
in Decatur as honored guest and speaker at a national G.A.R. encampment. (The
Grand Army of the Republic had been founded in Decatur April 6, 1866, an
organization of Union soldiers in the Civil War).

March 30 — 421 West William sold by Oglesby to James E. Bering, a founder of
the Chambers, Bering and Quinlan Company.

Inaugurated to a 3rd term as governor, twenty years after his first term.

Retired from political life, living at his Oglehurst estate near Elkhart, Illinois,
until his death in 1899.
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Our 'Most Distinquished Citizen'

By Rex Spires
Of the Herald and Review Staff

Today marks the 100th anni-!
versary of Richard J. Ogles-
by’s first inauguration as gov-|
| ernor of Illinois.

Often called “Decatur’s most
distinguished citizen,” Oglesby
was a U. S. senator for one
term, rose to the rank of ma-
jor general in the Civil War
and was the only man elected
governor of Tllinois three times.

His life ended as it had be-
gun — in tragedy. But, in be-
tween, he was a part of more

had more honors heaped upon
him than Walter Mitty ever
dreamed of experiencing or ac-
complishing.

Oglesby was a close friend
of Abraham Lincoln and
is credited with one of the
most dazzling bits of showman-
ship in American political his-
tory. It occurred in Decatur
and is considered to have been
the impetus that gave Lincoln
his first boost toward the presi-
dency.

The state convention was to
be held here and Oglesby’s aim
was to rally the delegates to
pledge the state to Lincoln.

He recalled Lincoln’s prow-

leading events of his time and|

5 wa& ,,,4 }XM of
v ey Ak

Richard J. Oglesby

a feature of political gather-

ings everywhere. ‘“‘Abe Lincoln,
the Railsplitter”” became a na-
tional political slogan.

His work during and following

the 1860 Republican convention
won him a state senafor’s posi-
tion. However, fate intervened
as the Civil War broke out and
he resigned from the Senate to
head the 8th Illinois Regiment
as colonel.

Oglesby’s valiant leadership

at Fort Donelson brought him

{

1
2y !
1

Not much is written about his
inauguration, except the sched-
uled date was moved back to
Jan. 17 because of the death of
his son, Dicky,who died of diph-
theria. He ran for governor
again in 1873 and won, but was
elected to the U. S. Senate by
the Tllinois Legislature.

Oglesby only served 10 days
of his administration before
leaving for Washington and the |
Senate. He retired to Decatur|
after serving six years in the|
Senate. l

Coaxed out of retirement by
friends, he won the governor-
ship for the third time in 2
years in 1884. In 1889, he re-
tired finally from political life.

Although not born in Deca-

\tur, Oglesby spent his youth

and gaired his maturity here.
It was his home during the
most stirring events of his life
and his home when he achieved
his greatest honors.

He built the house at 421 W.
William St. and lived there
many years.

Orphaned at an early age by
a cholera epidemic which swept
Oldham County, Ky., his death
was equally as tragic. He died
April 24, 1889 at the age of 78.
He fell at his home in Elkhart,

ess at splitting rails, went to see promotion to brigidier general. north of Springfield, striking his
John Hanks who still lived in Shot through the lung in a bat-|head against a piece of furni-
the vicinity and  asked tle at Corinth, he returned to|ture. The fall caused a concus-
him whether any of the rails Decatur to recover. sion and his death within an
they had split were still in exis-| When he resumed his duties|hour.
tence. with the Union forces, it was as| Probably because Decatur
Hanks remembered a fence{a major general. He attempted |was not his last home, the city
he and Lincoln had built on aito resign in July, 1863, but Gen. |has done relatively little to per-
farm west of Decatur with rails|U. S. Grant refused the resig- | petuate his name. A school was
split from locust and black wal- nation and assigned him|named for him, comprising
nut logs. He and Oglesby went to court martial duty in Wash-|about the only concrete reten-
to the farm, gathered some of |ington. tion of the Oglesby tradition.
the rails and hid them in Ogles-| In May, 1864, he was able to _—
|by’s barn. _ |resign his commission to ac-
| "A week later, at a strategic|cept the nomination for gover-
{moment in the state conven-inor of Illinois, which he won
\tion, Oglesby rose and announ-|handily.
iced that a former Democrat -
desired to make a contribution.
At that point, Hanks appeared
on the stage carrying the rails
he and Lincoln had split in 1830.
‘Railsplitter Candidate’
The rails bore a large sign
which read, “Abraham Lincoln,
ihe Railsplitter Candidate for
President in 1860.” The conven-
“on went ild, William H. Sew-
-d's forces were snowed under
-2 Illinois, ‘"en and there,
went on record for Lincoln,
Jglesby's scheme was SO pop-
wlar that i cor vued with
Sanks and his rz - becoming
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The Decatur Country Clubhouse.:

3
. + wwtzme of the exterior of the new Decatur Country clubhouse from
©  The main entrance is on this side with the porte cochere. The
~g e today, July 4. The new club is locategd on a tract of land on the
- 327 has & very interesting eighteen hole golf course. =~ -

— CENTENNIAL, STORIES —
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{00—000

turned him down so quickly. Then he
was just a “rude, country fellow.”

In the case mentioned, it was more
a matter of-looks than an 1se.
Dick had ed out the best ing
girl in tur for his :
Everything went well for a time and

JILTED OGLESBY ¢
FOR A BETTER-
DRESSED MAN

"iaﬂ.bvthtymncbnuxdld
e hetr

2 they wanted to stay at home there

his courting appeared to be success:
ful. Then just about the time when
everything seemed settled between
the couple here came along & fellow
from Springfield and decided he want-
ed the same girl.

w23 mo room for & girl to entertain a| The gfield man wore “store

clothes” a boiled shirt. He maust

went.
spun garb of the pioneer.

It was too much for the girl. Com-
paring the Springfield fellow
Decatur man, she

But dont worry. They managed.
Lowe can always find a way, you

It was then just as In later times
that a fellow didn’t always get the
g=i he wanted.

Taks the case of Dick Oglesby for
courted one girl
other fellow, he

:

:
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Dorothy Buck Given
Tryout At T heater

woy Buck, titian baired
en which made such & hit with
van Dyke was Edna

R
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a cog- |

Miss Jane MacM
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Commitire on pubiie EEprCRERE s

-~

port at the nexi meeung 4

The committee on public. ipprove-
ments reported that a Lig 18 inch
sewer pipe be laid down -1n place
the 12 tnch tile on East Wood street.
Report adopted. i i
Library claims were onl«v&! paid
from the library fund. i

Plat of Waggoner and Murphy's nd-
dition to the city of Decatur presented.
and referred to the city attotney. !

The M(e Lunatic Let Loone.
Daniel Lee, the young irishman who
was imprisonedin the calaboose several
days ago as @& bad case of lupacy, re-

rered % 1
covered his liberty yentfnhs Manba‘ Jution i ing the Hlinois Con
Baker let him go because he liad Tecov-| : wirecte s :
ered his and becanse aIter'sc\'-}“““-‘ company to put 8 Taz man at

r cuat—oolor,

. = "

b - wond ~Execu

=%

great delight to be free again, abd said |
that he was at once going back to his|
lhome in Lafayette, Indiana.
still unable to give any account of the |
disappearance of his clothes, but he

thinks they were burned. !
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Plat of resurvey of block two, West-
| ern addition presented and referred 1o

tcity attorney.
Alderman Shoemaker offered 2 reso- |
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. jon sidewalks and crosings.
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| ton'3 addition |

street druggis
Several resolutions for new side- bring the

walks were referred to the committee | hey occupys
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L geo an, and’
searm {riendship of
jar people generally.
n of Deloit, Kansas,
v +m route for Dan-
y, October 7th, he
Lary E. Forbes, of
ony is to take
nce of Mr. and Mrs.
Rev. W. R. Goodwin,

. will he the offi-

Cyrus Ramlnlph.'
Willie Linn and

Maecon ; Henry
Peck, Oakley ;
L W. Davis, Long Creek; a
Pleasant View. !
COLORS AND DESIGNATION OF OFFICERS

. Chiet M
day: rosette, left lapel of
red, white and blue.

| Div. Marshals—Sash
sette left lapel of coat—color,

white and blue.

Hiekory; J
Widick, A

AL

AND COMMITTEES.
arshal—Sash as officer of the
coat—ceolor,

‘at waist: ro-
red,

Commandant at Post—Sash at waist;
“commandant”

| probably start at 1305 on

" The party will go by way of | Report adopted.
the Wabash to Chicago. They will| Library ¢laims were
Wednesday, | from the library fund. 3 _
Plat of Waggoner and Murphy's ad- T‘in‘*‘ w
dition to the eity of Decatur ?r_pseuted. socord
and referred to the city attotney. since buft
Plat of resurvey of block twi, West-|  wimiam
ern addition presented and remm; 10| Crock %

and the HERALD joims with all our
people in saying bon royage.
~ Daniel Lee, the young Irishman who
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In 1340 Oglesby first heard in the wa; Al oy 5 ",‘."";Tl""';':‘
of pultic speaking Lincoln and Douglas T g AWife and Bix Children Sarvire Him.

Bin the 1 court house in Decatur. Th ‘ Were Three Gl1ers
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Lincoin and developed ar
hirm. He
forney< 1hat
L eourt at the of
afler hearing
become a la
influenced by
In 1844 at

10 =it

Gordae, 1

MDA Ted € ompan

rank and file. the o«

cilled and wounded. Gener
wounded in this engageme
itenant Ozleshy was left for to

wrge of the wonnded general «

he war Ogdeshrwy retur

resnmed o

He joined a
Decatur.

overand

made in pinet
f unintermpt

hank and 2,54

o ('\J_J)n,
S0 in gol
oLty w davs :
theye we # l"n»ni. nt Linools
® oleshy brigadier general for g
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CALLED TRIS HOM«

Uovernor Oglesby Always Consldered
s Cltizen of Dex

fimd there
round from
rried. A

w wis Lhe

smdsome
rected
7"‘ O.a
o pres-

el by

AS A POY OF 18

Wikite dohason, Sr., Knew Oglesby in
the Barty Days.

Proba®ly no ohe in DePiiur has known
Covernor Ogieshy longer than Willls
Johneen, Br- Mr. Johnwson ecathe to Deos-
tur n young man of 11 in 18 and seon
Dectane asguainied with Offfesby, & boy
of 18 Ogleshy was one nf ihe most e
‘vve aand-wide awske joungsters in e

town He was then Hving with his
ter re. Henry Prather

I knew him we in
Mr. Johnso caterd
greatl old times together Ogleshy
jittlie of evervihing AfMer he had learns
the carpnier business he raised
hemp, We i1 thoug! th hemp

be raised here. Bever ATImIeTrS

Dick put {n about ten acres Thev
soak the hemp before
Dick put it in the br
the east pa of tow
killed by drinking ths
everybody had to Keep thelr
til the witter was clear. a
FIRST LAWYE
“When he first came 1
field a iawyer he opened
brick court house
of business. The were three
vers here

Post

were not then i b
& different feeling
here then than now
everything but money
that, When I had
did it for me

HE COULD FIDDLE.

“He used to make speeches, too

was a great speaker Once, though
was getting a little the worst of 1t
was making & Whig speech and a D
rut named Logan was n ing 1
on the other side f the
same time He was gett
away from Dick., so Dick borrowed
dle and wer . i WSt

» whil

down
went ancing
wis an old shione«
a note, but » Was
¢ playved a grea
ment in the ear
We had great
did as we pleased
terfere with us. Dick tr
and went in all Kinds of
a gentleman in all of t}
was always liked
“The last time he was here was
anbhout two weeks ago I met Diek
Jasper Peddecord up her n the Natio
hank corner We stopped nmd hoe
a talk., Peddecord sald

breaking

allow him to go ar
he doesn’'t know

LAID OUT AN ADDITIO

Bow Richard Ci >y Gor His Start
Athe Werld
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Decatur Militia asd G.A.R. Post
Have Precsdencs

HONORARY FALLEEARERS

noblest

Oglesby, an mpa hige o
your beraaver CLARK ¥ ARKE
: my deepes SYTDPS -
FRANK H JONES

gficid  Accept my deepast sympa-

The nation and state mourn with
JAMES A ROSE




About Sixty-five Peeple
Attend from Here.

LERAVE OF WABASH AT 10:38

All Will Have a Chance to View

the Body.

train will be run for

» will attend Governor Oglesby's |
from Decatur today, but extra |
be placed on train 51, leav-
~catur on the Wa h at 10:38, and

ssengers will go from

d, and i
e

+ band will meet |

30 to escort the
wot, The
at ¥:35
regular

MILITARY PROMINENT

All Will Have a Chance to View the
Body.

tween the

canopy

) be closed

In the party wh

Tar
the &
directing

he half-masie

Bicycies on casy payments. Dis- |
count for cash. [Miscls Owtlery Co.
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Heritage Trail

> Gov. Ogleshy

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This is
the fifth in a series of articles
prepared by the Decatur
Heritage Committee sketch- |
ing stories of local historical |
attractions.) ‘

Like most leaders of men, the
military and the political held a
special attraction for Richard
J. Oglesby, three times govern-
or of Illinois.

His life began, as it ended.
in tragedy. Orphaned early in
life by a cholera epidemic
which swept Oldham County,
Ky.. in the 1830s, young Dick
Oglesby and his sister came fo.
Decatur to live with his aunt
and uncle.

After failing to sell ropes
made of hemp which he raised
= voung man, Oglesby went
Soringfield to study law for
- and was admitted to the’
» Sullivan where he set up
ice.

A: the outset of the Mexican
i in 1847. Dick joined the
the gay enlistees and
e of his popularity was|
ond lieutenant. Ogles-|
ship at Cerro Gordo
Cruz resulted in his
to captain.
the life of a soldier,

santlv returned to
zdv for admission

County bar. Then
e the Cali-
: : S made his
£ of it in

. return-
to

\running Oglesby as an electoral
delegate. He lost by a few
votes.
After hearing the Lincoln-
convinced that Lincoln was the
man to lead the Republican par-
ty. During the 1860 Illinois Re-
publican convention in Decatur,
he and John Hanks engineered
Lincoln’s dramatic nomination
: . for President. Oglesby himself
i 3 ran for state senator from De-
- s catur and won.
Off to War
the  TUpon the fall of Ft. Sumter
the start of the Civil War,
raised the 8th Illinois
and resigned from
- 10 head the group
At Ft. Donelson the
oravely and Oglesby
to brigadier gen-
: through the lung at
ne returned to Deca-

WEDET 11 T
WE T E T
e vz
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224 he resigned

to accept the
ernor of M-
orious but the
inauguration,
died of

wor. Oglesby
commis-

e . -
e = tomb.

vIgs n R

QM%% (2, 19c l—r’-;
e e Nl

Douglas debates, Oglesby was

- 4;
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T e

's Life Began, Ended in Tréged

Between terms Gov. Richard J. Oglesby lived in his he ez L0 W WElam S5O\

In June of 1868, his 1zs%
ias governor, his wife Ao
jShe is buried in Gres=

Cemetery.

| Builds House Here

by built the beau:
421 W. William St.
occupied by the

He ran for govs
11873 and won D
lelected by the
to the US.
then marr
Keys of Log
ed to Decatur ¢
|six years as Set

Coaxed
again by
governors
in 20 yea
retired
life, to

out

by




Oglesby ﬁome

This is the home built by Richard J. 0Oglesby, a major-general
in the U,S, zrmy, three times governor, a state senator and United
es senator. 0Oglesby was the son of Colonel Jacob Oglesby, a
armer of 0ldham County, Ky. When Dick was eight, his
father, mother, and two children dieé of cholera. He came with his
gunts, the Richard and Willis Oglesby's, together with
his three sisters to Macon County in 1836, Willis Oglesby went to
S=lexz, Indisns taking Dick with him, but at fourteen he returned
_one znd made his home with his uncle Richard and aunt Judy Oglesby

~1=s his sisters, Vrs, Henry Prather, nee Amanda Oglesby, and

¥rs. 7. <. Peddecord, nee Opnelia Qglesby.

In trne Fexican VWer he enlisted and served Cruz and Cerro Gordo.
Ee toer returned to Decatur to study law., In 1849 he joined Henry
Prather, =, 3. Smitn, Ssmuel Povers and others for California and
tne Colé Fush, Wwitn Toe zoney ne geined from tnese two adventures
ne Izid QutT 2 e¥ sCCitionm :a:i;g or.e of tne streets Eldorado, for
tne E1 Yoredc =ine where the money came from, and the land grant he
received nortk ard west of the town for services in the Mexican War,
ne cormemorzted by naming another street Cerrc Gordo,

It was Oglesby who conceived the ldez of making his friend,
Abrznzm Lincoln known gs the rail splitter s shown in the pageant
"The Coléen Prairie",

Irn 125% ¥r, 0Oglesby married Miss Anna E, White. GHer father gave

ner 2 home, rnow numbered 421 West William Street., She died in the
goverrnor's mansion in Springfield, June
chnildren she is buried in Greenwood Cemetery. For a time the Oglesby's
lived in the originsl house seen at the back in this picture. After-
wards Gov, 0Oglesby erected a beautiful and spaclious new residence,

and the old house which adjoinegx it was used for kitchen and servants'
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quarters., Soon after his election to the senate lir, Oglesby

rage 2--0glesby Eome

’ married Mrs. Mrs. Emma Gillett Keys, the daughter of John D, Gilletw.,
the Logan County cattle king. When he established his new home,
Ggle$hurst, in Logan Co. he sold his Decatur home to J.E, Bering.

The original home in the rear was torn down after Wilson Bering
bought the property in 1905. For many years it was tne home of
Mr. . and lirs. Frank Evans, and is used today for the offices of the

Evans Grain Company.
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RICHARD J. OGLESBY

Richard James Oglesby was born in Oldham
County, Kentucky, on the 25th day of July 1824.
At the age of nine years his parents died leaving
him in the care of an uncle who later moved to
Decatur. He was admitted to the bar in Novem-
ber, 1845. At the age of twenty-one years, he
was among the first to volunteer for service in
the Mexican War. In 1856-he went to Europe
and the Holy Land. After returning from Europe
he practiced law until 1861 when he went to war,
In this war he was elected as Colonel of the
Eighth Regiment. He served about a year as
Colonel, and led the right of General Grant’s army
in his advance upon Fort Donelson, which finally
yielded with its 14.000 prisoners. This was the
first great Union victory up to that time. On
March 3, 1562, President Lincoln wrote to the
Secretary of War asking that Colonel Richard J.
Oglesby be appointed Brigadier General of Volun-
teers.

General Oglesby was wounded at the Battle
of Corinth, Mississippi, on October 3, 1862.

LINCOLN’S LETTER ABOUT GENERAL
OGLESBY

Washington, D. C.
October 8, 1862
Major General Grant ‘
Jackson, Tennessee

I congratulate you and all concerned on your
recent battle and victories. How does it all sum
up? .

I especially regret the death of General Hack-
elman; and am very anxious to know the condi-
tion of General Oglesby, who is an intimate per-
sonal friend.

A. Lincoln.

On October 10, General Grant replied:

“General Oglesby is shot through the breast
and ball lodged in the spine. Hopes for his recov-

53 he became Governor of Illinois and
keld this cffic until January 1869. In 1872, he
was again :ar:iLa:e d for Governor, and elected.
T the i sion of Legislature, he was
eb Senator from Illinois.
til March 4, 1879
after which ke retired from public life.
At that Ume he was a resident of Decatur,
but in i882 he mave‘d 0 Lincoln. In 1884 he was
o1 m;..a:e»: a '"'*a dme Lor Governor and elected

to n‘::ire permanenty from public life.
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Og.e.u-:. y. ,..; 28 180G
Day of Governor's fumeral

Governor Oglesby came to Elkkart m 1890
He had married Emma Gilett Eesays edesc

daughter.of John D. Gillett. Govermor amd Mrs
Oglesby built a new o house on the same sie James
Latham had built his cabim im 1818 Tus house
burned a year, later and 2 mew one was Dot
farther up on the hill.

Governor Oglesby died Aprm 24 I8SG 21 &S

R — - -

home on Elk r-‘ ill. Four :.a?s .&‘:..»’ :_.: f.::w'::z_.

T. Lincoln, Governor Tznner amn
ficers, three ex-governors, mamely Joseph Fifer,
John R. Palmer, and Shelby M. -:.'.Jr:_ the =ter
two becoming U. S. Senatars:; also C
Cannon, Lowden, Marsh, Hickersom, zmd Warmer
Judges, Kohlsaat, Longnecksr Cartsrand :.:Lv:v:: :
General John C. Black, ex T M"&:’!‘*—I:u'.i&.‘.’.: Adzi E
Stevenson, William Penn Nizom, Meiville E Stome,
a large represema:\.u of members of the legisiz-
ture and scores of prominent pabiic ms

over the state. The funerzl arztiom w=as delivered
by Bishop Seymour of Springfield who was as-
sisted in the ritualistic work :'.r Arcahdeacon F. W.
Taylor. A boys’ choir of thirty* voices from St
Paul's Pro-Cathederal furnished mmsic. The fun-
eral cortege from the house to St. Join's Chapel,
located opposite “Oglehurst™, inciuded four com-
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panies of State Mi '::2., the Fifth Regiment band,
”QQdman s nrwn . Ea—u-w-w mv—q °--§ “ﬂa»ﬁv\- and

Lincoln G.A. R. Posts. The casEet was deposited
in a bier in the chapel in the center of the struc-
ture under a canopy of white crepe. Intermment
took place May 8, 1899 in the Ogiesby lot in Elk-
hart Cemetery in a vault of solid concrete twenty
four feet high, one-half underground and eighteen
inches thick,
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GOVERNOR OGLESBY

His ability to handle excellent English was
i evidenced by his address delivered at a banquet
: of the Fellowship Club of Chicago, September 9
! 1854, on the cccasicn of a Harvest Home Festival.

The following extracts are illustrative of the
entire address:

“But now again my mind turns to the glori-
cus corn. See it! Look on its ripening waving
field. See how it wears a crown, prouder than
2Icnarch ever wore, sometimes jauntily and some-
times after the storm the dignified survivors of
the tempest seem to view a field of slaughter and
to pity a fallen foe. And see the pendant caskets

I the corn field filled with the wine of life and
see the silken fringes that set a form for fashion
for art. And now the evening comes and
hing of a time to rest and listen. The scud-
ding clouds conceal the half and then reveal the
whele of the moonlit beauty of the night, and then
the gentle winds mane heavenly harmonies on a
thcusand thousand harps that hang upon the
borders and the edges and the middle of the field
of ripening corn until my very heart seems to beat
responsive to the rising and the falling of the long
melodicus refrain. The melancholy clouds some-
times make shadows on the field and hide its aure.
ate wealth and now they move and slowly intc
sight there comes the golden glow of promise for
an industrious land. Glerious corn, that more
than all the sisters of the field wears tropic gar-
ments. Nor on the shore of Nilus or of Ind does
nature dress her forms more splendidly.

A ]

Aye, the corn, the Royal corn, within whose
yellow heart there is of health and strength for
all the nations. The corn triumphant, that with
the aid of man hath made victorious procession *
across the tufted plain and laid foundation for the
social excellence that is and is to be. This glorious
plant transmuted by the alchemy of God sustains
the warricr in battle, the pcet in song, and
strengthens everywhere the thousand arms that
work the purposes of life. Oh, that I had the voice
of song or skill to translate into tones the harmo-
nies, the symphonies, and oratorios that roll
across my soul, when standing sometimes by day
and sometimes by night upon the borders of this
verdant sea, I note a world of promise, and then
before one-half the year is gone I view its full
fruition and see its heaped gold await the need of
man. Majestic, fruithful, wenderous plant. Thou.ams

" greatest among the manifestations of the wisdon.
e and love of God, that may be seen in all the fields
Tomb of Gov, R. J. Oglesby or-upon the hillsides or in the valleys.”
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Decatur Diary
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‘then existed in - Decatur while
]home on leave.

He later wrote. “An incident
\will show how raw and jumpy
. was the public nerve at this
‘time. A rumor spread through
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By Rex Spires
0: the Herald and Review
Macon County came perilous-,
Iy close to insurrection and civil’
strife within its very boundar-
ies during the Civil War because:
of a group known as the!
Knights of the Golden Circle.
More commonly called “Cop-
perheads,”  this organization
was primarily composed of an-
tiwar Democrats and Southern!
sympahtizers who, deeming it
impossible to conguer the Con-
federacy., favored peace and.
opposed the war policy of Pres-
jdent Lincoln and Congress. i
The term “Copperhead” was.
first used by a New York paper
in July, 1861, to describe - the:
alleged resemblance of the! . °
“peace Democrats” to the ven-| = -
omous copperhead snake, which |
strikes from concealment with-+Millikin, Jerome R. Gorin and| “Tsaw and heard this and for
i Judge Charles Emerson, alllonce, 1 was scared. Revolvers
“A rat-'men who would not have gone were drawn on every hand and
‘to these lengths unless they rec- 1 expected nothing else but that
an adder spits, a black snake ognized the potential threat of he would be killed.
wastes, a wa - snake 2'9wsS the opposition. . «“But, Ogleshy was equal o
but a copperhead just sneaks.”  An incident involving Richard the occasion. "He asked the
Thus. the antiwar Democrats J. Ogleshy of Decatur, the only crowd for silence and told them
were also called “sneak Demo- man to be elected governor of 'that Eden and he were friends
erats” and in the Midwest, Hlinois three times, came the'and to go back and hear what
where the strength of the Cop- closest to an all out riot. |he had to say.”
movement was great-  Inthe fall of 1863, Oglesby had| After the buggy in which Og-
e< fthe terms “Copperhead” returned home to recuperate Jeshy and Post were riding was
2=d “Democrat” became virtu- from a serious wound he re-|jed through the crowd, Oglesby

|
ally synopymous. - \ceived in the Battle of Corinth. \rose and said, “Now, let's bave
- for the Union.”

= 5 gy " | That fall, Gen. Oglesby andjthree cheers
or two years of the|Capt. J. S. Post, also of De- d the crisis
Givil War, branches of the se-icatur, spoke, at a Unionist f;’;giv’fft‘;ﬁ‘_’ded A e

eret zntiwar society kmown as meeting in Sullivan. On the| wgpo Rey, Nathan M. Baker
the Knighgts of the Golden Circle same day and in the same . ; T :
‘town, John R. Eden of S“m"a“‘negiment of the Union Army

| N .
|was speaking at a meeting of | : ;
| antiwar Democrats. {observed the tenslon vzmch

. There are no records to show| On their way home, Ogleshy |
Sow large these groups got in|and Post passed by the meeting
Coumty, but it was be- place of the opposition, Some
they were of considerable, men on the road gave a cheer
pymbers. since fhe majority of for Clement L. ~Vallandigham,
the cammiy residenis up to that | Ohio legislator and chief spokes-
fime had gome frem Virgignia, men for the Copperhead” move-
fe Carelnmes, Kentucky and ment. : ¥
Teamessee : Oglesby brought. his horse to
In s erganied form, the an abrupt halt.and loudly curs-
Capperiead movemen! was one ed the men, calling them trai-
o secrecy, gEesi-miliiary dizci- tors. A friend of Oglesby’s, who
plime. the tking of szhs. elab- witnessed this - incident, later
or=te ri=al 20d in Es exiremist wrote: .
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James Millikin
...Union League leader

Richard J. Oglesby
...challenged Copperheads

out warning.
One description was:
flesnake rattles, a viper hisses,

bands
B2 Derstor. She Kuights of the
Gl Circle drified secretly in
mw&zmm@paﬁelds
by mgt _ i
Ty ot these groeps. those

vzl t» e camse of the North
erpmined i e secret sociely

who was chaplain of the lleth‘

Mount Zion Township that the
Knights of the Golden Circle

'had taken armed possession of

Decatur.

«And witheut stopping to con-
sider the pessibilities of its truth,
a number of good citizens, like
the Minutemen of oid. grab-
bed their gmms. mommted their
horses and rode post baste to
the relief of the county seat.

“The fact that the rumor was
false does pot defract in the
least from the merit of the
quick rally for defense.”

Baker also wrote of outbreaks
in Montgomery Counfy. Bond
County and oze which threaten-
ed to be serioas in Coles County.

Of the latter. be said. “Both
Union Leagwers and Knmights of
the Circle staried from bere to
reinforce their respective parti-
sans, but the riot was quelled
ation.”

In an article by Baker print-
ed in 1923 he said, “The present
generation will never realize
how near we came to insurrec-
tion and civil strife right here
in Macon County, or how critical
conditions remained umtil after
the presidential election of 1864
when the triumphant refurn of
Lincoln to power cut off the
last hope of the enemy behind
the lines.” '
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Firemen  from  the ruml
Lincoin and Elkbart depart-
ents chop a hole in the xoof
of ~ Twnn L. Oclesbv home

hart in their efforts to

Feh, 24 ( Spcual )

00 fne swept|
home of John L.
Eikhart todav, de-
undreds of docu mcnts,
mementocs relating to
""Hc., Richard Onlcs-

governor in the Civil |2

blaze were
Lhold fum-

v, who lnes w1th
family, said

A“)
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Lontml lOO O)\J blaze. lhe P
Oglesbys, who were not home |
when the fire started, returned b
just as the blaze was con- !
trolled. !
i
f
i

f( amages would amount to at
| | least $100 000.

! Oglesby said it is difficult to
estimate the damace bLL:\USe of
the }OSS O‘ TﬂanV ]tCn]S that C({D‘

not be replaced.

about
of a

The fire was discovered
2 p.m. by two employes
farm about a half mile away
from’ this Logan County com-
mumty located between Sprmg~
field and Lincoln.
Rural Lincoln and Elkhart |
5| fireman chopped holes in the
roof of the house during the |
hour-Jong fight against the fire,
l*enton S. Craner, Elkhast

fire chief, said the cause of the

'blaze has not been determined,

but it is a strong possibility that
it started in the den library, the
room in \\h.cn the painting was
hanging and in which most of
the books and documents  were
kept. A badly burned tclumon
set was found there.

The Oglesbys were not home
when the fire started. The house
is on the northwest side of Elk-]
hart Hill, the site of the first |
Logan County settlement, i

Richard O] was elected
covernor on the ‘.eﬁubucavx tic-

]ames T. chkey w1th the

brary, inspects some of the
books and documents which
were damaged or destroyed in
a fire at the Elkhart home of

ang

ot

Illinois State Historical ~ Li-
‘Oglesby, This picture was tak-

SRR -i
Torm L Ogled)v, grandson of
former lllinois Gov. Richard-

o AR R S

en in the den library, the hard-
est hit of the rooms.
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:m- DEDICATION O MONUMENT
'12‘:“ In Meniory of Richard J. Oglesby, in Lincoln Park,
‘-’r; ‘ Chicago.
tlu The unveiling of the monument of IPormer Governor

Richard J. Ovlebbv in Lincoln Park, Chicago, on Novem
: 21, 1919, was an 1111])1(‘5:1\'(, event, in spite of the November
uls v rain. The knoll that is its site was filled with Illinois men
i F Al and women who came to honor the ‘‘great son of a great

state,”” and to his widow, who was present together with
her son, Lieutenant Gov 011101 Johu G. Oglesby, and grandson
\n- Richard J. Oglesby.
o1, “ Governor Frank O. Lowden made the unveiling address.
ei‘t “Governor Oglesby lived through many storms and never
2” Wi bowed his head » he said, and as he onke the words there
S e was a rift of clouds and the sun appeared as the flags were
o rolled back from the face of the statue. The burst of light
T35 _ brought out the strength the sculptor, Leonard Crunelle, em-
phasized in his modeling of the face.
at- : Senator M. B. Bailey of Danville, secretary of the mon-
— ument committee, presentod the monument in behalf of the
. : state in the absence of John S. Runmnells, chairman, who is
088 ill. Jt was Senator Bailey who introduced the bill which
of prodnced the monument.
ex- “Richard J. Ogleshy was a stranger to fear and chica-
elr nery,’” he said in his short address.
jz B. AL Winston accepted the monument for the Tancoln
ol Park commissioners and John (. Cannon, superintendent

)

and sceretary of the board, was master of ceremonies.

A man who was a close friend both of Governor Oglesby
and of Abraham Lincoln was invited to be present, but was
mable to do so. He was John W. Bunn of Springfield, one
of the monument committee. ‘

In a talk with a friend at his home in Springfield, Mr.
Bunn said: ““Ile was the strongest character I ever knew,
next to Tineoln. The statue is an excellent likenmess and
_ brings out the strength and determination which were in-
herent in the man.”’
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Mrs. R. J. Oglesby, the widow, looking like a ficure in
a charming old portrait, in her black bonnet and cape,
watched with serious eyes the scalptured face of Lier hushand
as she listened to Governor Lowden’s address. Iler two
sons, Licutenant-Governor Johm G. Oglesby and Jasper
Oglesby, and her daughter, Miss Felicite Oglesby, also were
present.  Others who were there were Mr. and Mrs, Thomasg
W. Iinde, Mr. and Muvs. Potter Palmer, Miss Cudahy, Mrs,
Jacob Baur, Miss Harriet Lowden, David E. Shanahan,
speaker of the house; Carl Mueller, Henry L. Hertz, former
collector of internal revenue, and Adjutant-General TFrank
S. Dickson.

The monument, for which Leonard Crunnelle is the seulp-
tor and Joseph Morrison the architect, is placed at the highest
point in Lincoln Park. The feet of the statue are on a direct
level with the tip of the statue of Gen. Graunt. It deplicts the
former governor, hat in hand, wearing Lis army overcoat
flung open. A bronze tablet behind the fzure gives a re-
sume of his life.

STATUES OF GOVERNOR RICHARD YATES AXD
JOHN M. PALMER, TO BE ERECTED ON THE
CAPITOL GROUXNDS AT SPRINGFIELD.

A statue of the War Governor Richard Yates, by the
Sculptor Albyn Polacek, and one of Governor John M. Pal-
mer, by Leonard Crunelle, will be placed on the State IHouse
Grounds at Springfield. The last session of the General As-
sembly, appropriated thirty-five thousand (£35,000) each for
the statues.

Leonard Crunclle who is to make the statue of Governor
Palmer made the statue of Governor Richard J. Oglesby,
which was was recently dedicated in Lincoln Park, Chicago,
mentioned in this number of the Journal.
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MRS. RICHARD J. OGLESBY
(Emma Gillett)

Emma Gillett Oglesby was born February 11, 1845,
at Cornland, Illinois, daughter of John Dean and Lemira
Parke Gillett. She was married to Hiram David Keays
of Bloomington, Illinois, in November, 1864, and he died
in1868. On November 18, 1873, she was married to Rich-
ard J. Oglesby, United States Senator.

For years Mrs. Oglesby was a prominent figure in
the life of Illinois and of the nation. Her vears as first
lady of the state, as a member of the Washington official
set, as a social leader, as a member of the board of Di-
rectors of the World’s Columbian Exposition and her
acquaintance abroad gained through travel, made her a
nationally known figure.

Mrs. Oglesby was an unusually well-read woman.
When she was sixteen years old, her father placed her
under the tutelage of his cousin, a classical scholar, who
laid out a course of reading for her. In her late years,
having outlived most of her friends, she had recourse to
books for companionship. Although she was more than
eighty yvears old, she was as witty and mentally active
as during her earlier years.

Mrs. Oglesby is survived by four children: Hiram
Gillett Keays, Elkhart; Countess Cenci Bolognetti
(Felicite Oglesby), John Gillett Oglesby and Jasper
Oglesby. Her husband died April 24, 1899, and one son,
Richard James Ogleshy, Jr., died in 1913.

Mrs. Oglesby died November 25, 1928, and is buried
beside her husband on the Ogleshy estate, Oglehurst,
Elkhart, Illinois.

from: Osborne, Georgia L., Brief Biographies of t%le
Figurines on display in the Illinois State Historical
Tibrary, Springfield, Illinois, 1932.
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GILLETT KEAYS.

grandfather, John D.
pioneer resident and
Logan county.
her's death Mr.
arried Richard J.
governor of Iliinois.
tended Adams acad-
and was
rvard university

Mass,,

Keays was |
business of
in farm-
andowner
show-

|
i
|
i

Flkhart.

Governor Richard J. @}'E"'icsbz; Final.

oY Yait ) N vE AT 3 ¢ 1 !

illeit Weays, prominent livestock raiser and farmer of oo !
of a family outstanding in Illinols history, i

He was 69 years
wonths, Mr, Keays,

a hall-braih

Surviving are three children, Johni

Dean Gillett Keaxs and

Gillett Keays,
Mrs. Will

zrandchildren, Susan and 1

i

s Susan |
both of Elkhart, and-‘
\[cCiellan Drake, Chi-|
SN

nis half-brother, |

by, and_a half-sister,’
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AUGUST 25, 1939

Keays

Jury Finds Elkhart Man
Took Own Life.

E‘(xneral services for John Dean
Gillett Keays, of Elkbart, prom-
inent Logan county landowner and

inephew of former Lieutenant Gov-

lernor John G. Oglesby, will be
"held at 11 a. m. Saturday at the.

Gillelt memorial chapel on the

Oglesby estate near the Keays | had threatened to take his life. l
home. . 7 -
o : Testifying at the inquest were his
Bishop John Chanler White of | qister, Mrs.. Elizabeth Drake"

' brother-in-law, ~William ~ Drake; !

|

|
|

l
i

{he Protestant Episcopal c:‘nurch,t
Springlield, will officiate and the!‘
services and burial will be in ther
Ellkhart cemetery. ‘

Keays, 41 years old, was found
<hot Lo death yestevday evening at
his home near Elkhart. A verdict

of suicide while despondent over |
i1l health was returned today at|

an inquest conducted at the Keays
residence by Coroner E. C. Goff of

Lincoln. |
Witnesses testified Keays had |
complained of poor health” after%

visiting a physician in Spring(ield‘

yesterday afternoon and in conver-.
. . N .

sation at dinner yesterday evenmg!

Miss Evelyn Steinhour, a maid:
and John Barry of the coroner’s
office.  Jurors were J. B. Taylor,
C. L. Brennan, R. B. Lanterman,
James A. Havey, W. A, Gallion
#ind Ray Schilling, all of Elkhart,

The body was discovered DY
Keays' brother-in-law, Mr. Drake,
of the Chicago Drake hotel famiiy.
Three shots had been fived frc
38 calibre automatic pistol which
was lying beside the body.

One or more of the

i
entered Keays head, the
Jeft car, and came out &t &% anZue
on the left side of the h g Ung
rear. - Two buliets i E ™
picture hanging X HEETE
_bed. while a third aas enterad L
. ceiling, Goif st

o B . i -




ALLESANDRO ¢
BOLOGNETTL

R L

s marpiage of 2
- L
Qgleshy, daughter cf the 1
e Trichard o Qgiesby, t
sovernor of llinois and twice a mem- |
‘hop of the .United State secnate 10
Count _Allesandire Cenei Bolognetti, ;

{
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{
i
|
|
|
|
3
i
|
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¢
member of an old Italian noble fam- ;& j
v, was wn cevent in Springficld his- B s e S i

tory, © S c s .
L . COUNTHESS CENCI Ol 'S LAY
. The, wedding took place in Rome, " -1 BOL .(L\LFL‘X\

Ttaly

at 11 o'clock the morning of |

L July 23, 1524, and was solemunized in ¢ , J‘Q
Ve Cenci chapel. the chapel of A ,,M(/CI/W/ ﬁ /f Lt

| cardinal. Tt was {ollowed by a re- ’6 _ Al _j/ﬂ',yzz :)A’/ =, )

i coption in the Rome apartments of ot

r, Mrs. Richard #
hurst, Blishart, QW 27, /9 7“7[

he ceu vas witnessed for -

, Miss Oeleshy _hy her hrother. J70C= ﬁui‘ _ gkoﬁ% 29,/9 64
ger Lleut. Goverror John G. Ogleshy

~f Tllinois. Hiram eavs of Elkhart,

anti H(‘H,;’lis Ficlcher, Aamerican

a jor to “Ttaly, =nd for Count

metticby bis co Prince de

icovara and his general during the |

Vvorld war, General Te'ite of the
L

{ Miss Ogleshy’s mothe
1. Oglesby of Qgle
i

nb

i

alinn army. Miss Ocleshy. was at-
py her Dbrother and her!
was accomp 1 hy Gen.:

ne the wedding Count and
Boloznetti made a honey-
moon trin to Valambros and ‘Pieve di |

ty

e, Ti now reside in Rome.
5 Oglesby was also iy France
~ the World war, and with her

er spent a number of winters,
to her marriage, in ‘Rome.
t DBolognetti distinguished him-
two wars. =




Governor Oglesby’s Home

rd Oglesby was called by Mrs. Jane Johns in her book,
ctions, '"Decatur's Most Distinguished Citizen." This

[ Bl L4V

1liam was the scene of many famous gatherings in De-

OR
C??iif jg?b' cz Abraham- Lincoln was a frequent guest there, for the
ggéwég,;¢¢4o W0 friends. The home is now occupied by Mr. Frank Evans.

The father of Governor Oglesby was a farmer and slave owner v
Rlchard was born there in Oldham County, July 25, 1824, Z;ifZZZ;ﬁrA
ather, mother, and two children died of cholora, The home
and Dick and his three sisters were taken to the home of
At this time Uncle Tim, a2 slave of whom the boy was very
14 and the small boy vowed thzt he would earn money and buy

~

In 1836 the four children came with Uncle Richard and Aunt Judy
o Decatur. One of the sisters died soon after arrival. Amsnda
s, Henry Prather and Ophelia, Frs J. J. Peddecord. Young Dick

a subscription school for a short time. He went for a time with
uncle to Indiana, but he did not 11ke it and soon came back., He
rum-scarum, fun loving boy, full of pranks and mischief.

Young Dick tried all kinds of trades. One summer he raised hemp
mzde rope which was used to launch the first flat boat on the Sangamon.
this he received $6.50. He also tried carpentry, but then decided

he wanted to be a lawyer. For this he went to Springfield where he
12d law in the office of Judge Silas W. Robbins. He had a difficult
2t first with the hard words, but was admitted to the bar in 1845,
ent to Sullivan to practice law but soon came back to Decatur.

War had been declared with Mexico and he enlisted as a private.
on he was made a second lieutenant., He fought in the Battle of Cerro
. After the war he attended law school in Louisville for three months
e coming back to practice law in Decatur,

But word of the discovery of zold in California had reached De-
His love of adventure made him want to join the "gold rush." To-
with Henry Prather, E, O. Smith and Samuel Powers he set out. Oglesby
2 team of six mules from St. Joseph, Missouri to Sacramento. It took
n ninety-five days to make the trip. After two years he returned to
ir with $4500 and new knowledge of the world. He entered into a law
nership with Sheridan Wait after his return,

el L) o
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For his service in the Mexican War he had received a grant of land.

and and his gold he bought land west and north of Decatur, which
in town lots. In naming the streets in his addition, he marked
received his money., Eldorado was named for the El Dorada mines,

ordo for the Battle of Cerro Gordo where he had commanded a
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company. Too, he remembered his promise to buj
and set the old slave free, —
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or more voyages, and
zurope. anora he

His California trip had whette
in 1856 he left Illinois for a tour of Gr
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became a brigadier general. He was s=
Upon his recovery he was givan an aroy
general. Then in

returned he had visited Egypt, Arabia, Falis iz Minor. He was zons
more than a year and a half. Every one was sar of his tLlp, that
it was decided that he should give "A Lectur: Lzand" in Powers Hall,
At eleven o fclock he realized that he hai = 2e hours and was not
near the Holy Land yet in his travelogue. I k five lectures to
complete his story. But he was such a 20 211 wanted to hear
more of his travels., No one in his audi ihe ocean,

In 1859 Mr. Oglesby married lived in a
home in 400 West William given to ths 20 he w3as elsct-
ed to the State Senate. Soon after the y N2 resigned
from the Senate to become a colonsl in nt, He later

~inth
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He was elected three
between his terms he return
he was elected to the U, S.

After his return frem
bacame the kluchen and aerv;n‘

Logan County at Oﬁlenurst
this home was sold to J. Z=.
down., He died April &4, 1892
School for him.

Fiss Mildred E. Price
slide of the Rich-
On file in
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JOHN G. OGLESBY,
Lieutenant Governor.

JouN G. Ocresny, Elkhart, Lieutenant Governor (Republican), was born
in Decatur, Illinois, ilarch 19, 1878; educated in the public schools and St.
Mark’s, South Burrough, Massachusetts, and Harvard University, He left
the University in his sophomore year to raise a troop of cavalry for service
in the Spanish-American War. His troop was Troop K, First Illinois
Cavalry, and he served as its captain until the end of the war, after which
time he served in the militia with ranks of lieutenant, lieutenant colonel,
and colonel, He was placed on the reserve list in 1905, He entered the
employ of the Republic Iron and Steel Company at East Chicago, after the
close of the war, beginning in the shipping department and was promoted
frequently, rising to the position of iron inspector of the plant., Later he
was private secretary to Governor Yates, He was elected to the Hoyse of
Representatives from the Twenty-eighth Senatorial District in 1904 and re-
elected in 1906, and was author of the Oglesby Primary Law, He was
elected Lieutenant Governor in 1908, was renominated at the primaries in
1912 by the largest plurality of any candidate, but was defeated with the
Republican ticket that year; elected Lieutenant Governor in 1916 by a
plurality of 137,286. He is a farmer, and manases “Oglehurst,” the estate
of his mother, the widow of the late Governor Richard J. Oglesby, near
Elkhart.

From Blue Book of the State of Illinois
1919-1920

Edited by Louis L. Emmerson, Secretary of State

Printed by authority of the State of Illinois
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Robert OgleshyDie
Suddenly

~ Monday, January 2, 1922
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Bishop W hite
Officiates At
Tuneral Rites

. By J. EMIL SM
The little stone cha pel in the
graveyard at Elkhart received John
{G. Oglesby in death yesterday

afternoon.

| There the funeral rites of the
‘;Protestant Episcopal church were
lintoned for “the great son of a
{ great American.”

Il No spoken eulogy was offered.

| A deeper (ribule than any spoken
eulogy that might be made was
manifested. It came from the hearts
of the large assemblage ~that had
gathered to give their last respects
to the memory of one who ‘had
endered himself to his fellow coun-
trymen.

The brief and simple service in
the chapel merely included a read-
'A.xg of the Scripture and a prayer|
by Bishop John Chandler White, as-\
sisted by Rev. John A. Betcher,
| rector of Trinity Episcopal church at
‘Lincoln. i
Hundreds Give Tribute.

As the remains of the man, who
in life had been a national as well
as state figure, were horne into the
house of worship and also during
the service and the recessional,
5taf'rnd organ selections were played
by R. Albert Guest, accompanied
by George Killius, violinist. i

With hearts, laden with sorrow, |
hundreds stood reverently outside
of the little chapel while the serv-
ices were being held. The chapel
swas large enough only to seat the
!Ogleshby family, pallbearers and a
smzll number of Mr. Oglesby’s in-
‘timate friends.
| The large gathering at the ceme-

to show their af-
sn for the man who had served
state and nation both in war
who had tilled its rich
i contributed in many ways
re public good.
s Neizhhor And Fnend

vices for
ople of

tery had come

ace
-

N

had been their friend and called
them by their first names.
Governor Attends Rites.

ggvernor Horner, who had been
out of fhe city, cancelled e speak-
ing engagement to attend the serv-
ices. He had long known and ad-
mired John G, Ogleshy.

It was from the same chapel—
built nearly forty years ago in
memory of his grandfather, John D,
Gillett—that John Oglesby’s illus-

‘thrice governor

‘the

wtery to
s of their!
aves o£ others
the ye2rs
zram.,

annual

enable

r of Mr.

i 3 : mong

'heen
for many

trious father, Richard J. Oglesby,
and once United

States senator, and his mother,
I'mma Gillett Oglesby, had been|
buried,

As was done upon the deaths of
the parents, following the funera
services, the . remains of the so
were borne to the Oglesby vault on
the family lot in the cemetery and
laid to rest.

The beautiful little hurial ground
where the departed members of the
Ogleshy family repose is not much
more than a stone’s throw from the
Ogleshy mansion-home at “Ogl
hurst.” From a window in t
combined library and living room
of "the historic home may be seen|
tombstones that mark the’
graves of those buried there.

Rests Beside Parents..

Over nature's carpet of green and
across a little bridge that spans a
highway throuch  the  Oglesby
estate, walked the pallbearers.

It was the same pathway that in

1
n
n

life the master of “Oglehurst”
had walked time and again
in going to visit the last resting

place of his father and mother and

in going to the chapel for worship,
Fellow

field

directors of the
Marine bank, men
associated with John Oy
years in the aftairs of)

Spring-:
had

'.'-"l“

l.\\\ were:

% v, Dunn. sr, Robert C.
| Lanphier, Addison Corneau, Alonvo
[Hoff, Robert k. Miller, lerbert D,
I

!

|

ithe tu nb

(&7 forEe

yarthotf, George W. Bunn, jr., and
h Cail.

; Tinal Military Rites.

% At the tomb Bishop White offered
ja prayer. At its conclusion, G.
{Ernest Smith, principal of the La-
itham High school, on behalf of the
iElkhart post of the American Le-
f;-bm.l. spoke briefiy, saying:

| *“We are i our departed
i ould have done
quad, composed
Eikhart post,

LuC.

S, Leig

nai &1’

iier dead.
ican fiag that draped
which had been
he memuers of the
the American Legion
and civen to Mrs;
floral piece of lillies
-G. B
were over. - i
;, soldier, publicis
nt governo
the dream




John Gillett Oglesby.

the pubiic service work
Jm‘.“ G. Oglesby can
¢plion of the extent
these activities during his life,

CCig

The slo but pooriy told in the record
of his legislative and azdministrative achieve=

5
ments as a publlc

the highest
in the for-
government,
wihat a citizen owes his

the ablest

Ilis concepti

ed hini-

the

ageme e was a
farmer in Few

men were nd . the prob-
lems with farmer is confronted.
He could speak and act with the authority
of actual information and no small part of
what has heen achieved in worthwhile agri-
cuitural legislation is due to his advice and
suggestion. It is known, too, that had his
judgment been followed, some serious political
biunders in dealing with farmer's problems
would have been avoided.

Throughout his career, John Oglesby kept
in mind the fine example of his distinguished
father, Richard J. Oglesby, in devoting his
talor*ts to the weal of his state and nation.
He did not, however, presume upon the dis-
tuiction of his family and his wealth, to
irust himsell into high places.  The dis-
inction he gained was weil earned by work
i zhe least. glamorous, most exactling posi=
ions, .
The modesty of Mr. Oglesby and his un-
selfish willingness to do whatever was to be
done, without thought of pecuniary reward or
the publicity attending 'the work, cost him
some of the acclaim which atiended the ca-
reers of sellish ambitious contemporaries.
It added im neazurably | to the regard in
he hielid by those whn Knew him

1h
iy
ti

John Gillett Ogleshy
':.:::t,r‘c‘m as the great

an, whose deals wore

purposelul patriotic endeaver for
tvancement of his couniry and the
heing of ils people,

ate fiac

[m: ac

& oo servan

in John G.




Twice LG

Governor

And State G. 0. P.
Leader.

G. Oglesby, 60,
sovernor of Illinois
years prominent as
blican political lead-
Thursday afternoon
country home near

3 teen founded by
Richard J.

late

vernor of Illinois
neral in the Civil}

.ationally as
died by preference

&=
o loved so well
I with a complica-

- : e, Mrs

Ric

e,

Funeral Sanday.
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TN, ORIeshy 'S mother was Limma

JOIIN G. OGLESBY.

Tormer Lieutenant Governor and
prominent Republican  leader,
agriculturalist and business man,
who died at his home at Elkhart.

Horner Pa:

a large number of Illinois .0ff
and former business and polit
assoniates of John G. Oglesby,
paying tribute 1o his characuer.

The governor said:

“T have lost a true friend whsi.
operadachip 10 had  learned to |
.0’ 1ais  poiitical - partisanship |
kind that should prevail
men. Whatever his view |
he was always generous
a1 with those who differed !
Thore was no bitterness

his soul. fle was gentle and |
& under an exterior that some- |
scemed to Dbe hard and

Hie served llinois well in
ce. but he served [Hinois
private citizen who
ecconomic and agri-
s the benefit of hon-
-ful  und intelligent
“enced by persondl

~.1: He spoke
but notl
ied himself

may
is un-

the elementary sciools. ile then on-

at ITarvard.

Gillett, doughter of John D, Gillett,
the cattle king. She was prominent
in the social affairs of ihe state and
was a member of the woman’s com-
mission of the Columbian exposition,
held in Chicago in 1293
Upon the death of his father, John
. Oglesby carried on the family
fradition both in the field of agri- |
culture and public affairs. |
Father Inaugurated In 1865. i
The elder Oglesby was first in-|
augurated governor on June 16, 1865, |
was returned to office on Jan. 13,
1873, and again on Jan. 30, 1885. !
From 1873-79 he scrved as U. S.|
Senator, succeeding Lyman Trum-{
pull of Chicago, and resigning as:
governor to become senator. |
John G. Oglesby was a member |
of the board of directors of the |
Springfield Marine Bank. He also}
was vice president of the Chicago
and Illinois Midland Railway Co.
Mr, Oglesby frecquently referred
to himself as “Farmer John.” He
was a member of the Logan County
Farm Bureau board of directors, and
took pride in holding a commission
of justice of the peace at Elkhart
Managed 6,000 Acres.
He supervised the farming of
6,000 acres which came under his
control as part of the 20,000-acre‘

_estate handed down to his family

“py his maternal grandfather, John |
D. Gillett. |
As a breeder and feeder of Short- |
horn cattle. Dr. Ovleshy aftained !
more than loca: prominence and on |
one cceasion hjs carload entry of
steers was awarded the grand cham-
pionship at the International stock%
|

H

show in Chicago.

Mr. Oglesby married Augusta
Smith Carroll on Oct. 21, 1929. Be-|
cides his wife and sister, Countess
Allessandro Cenci- Bolognetti, he is
.survived by the following nieces|
and nephews: Mrs. William Drake !
and John G. Keays, Elkhart] Mrs. |
Robert Green, Mexico, Mo Richard
J., and John Louis Oglesby, Elk-
hart, and Emmepean and James Og-
lesby. -

5

ceived his

Tercd St. Mark's preparatory school
at Southboro, Mass, and following
{his, in 1896, he became a student

to ent

war, Ret

-

FRR
he
of farmer boys and v
tain of Troop K, First Ii.rs

alry. Br. Osleshy rved

antil the conc
hen he was @
out the service, a part

time acting as major of the
sguadron.

His military training actually had !
started a few years pefore, when, !
at the age of 15, he enlisted as a
private in the Illinois national
guard. After the Spanish-American
war, he continued to serve in
militia, with ranks of lie
lieutenant colonel and
was placed on the reserv
1905, at his own reguesy
rank of colonel. -
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At the cessation of the war, Col-
onel Oglesby entered the employ of
the Republic Iron and Steel Co, in
FEast Chicago, Dbeginning in the
shipping department but later being
promoted to the position of ircn
inspector. Upon the nomination of
Richard Yates as governor he was
drafted to serve as his campaign
secrelary. When Yates was elected
governor, Colonel Oglesby was re-
quested to co ue in state servica
as his secret hi i
retained un:
was elected
sentatives £
pocad of T
counties.

Colonel O:
that
in 1906 and

Tory

1at year he

of repre-!

that 3

served so w
re-elected
latter term h
was made ¢! an of the primary
elections ¢ ion. This post took
on added si: ance, when, after
the state supreme court held thu:
*the primar: assed by the pre-
vious session of
unconstitutio QOglesby
Idrafted a law that would meet the
objections of the court. This meus-
ure, known as the Oglesby primary
(Contlnued on Page kight)

1

law, was puassed and became a law.
Becume Li. Governor,

Refore the close of his second
term as legislator, Colonel Oglesby
was nominated for lieutenant gov-
ernor on ihe Dencen ticket and
served four years in that capacity
during the secend term of Charles
S. Dencen. The democrats were
swept into power in 1912 because of
the split in the republican ranks
occasioned by the Bull Moose niove-
ment, but when the republicans
came back in 1916, Oglesby again
vas returned as lieutenant governor,
under Governor Frank O. Lowden.

During {he world war, as chair-
man of the military committee of
the Illincis Council of National De-
fense he planned and organized the
liinois Volunicer Training corps
and the THineis Reserve militia,

Defeated by Small,

Governor Lowden determined not
to seek another ferm in 1920, and;
Oglesby was brought forward as»
his suecessor. The primary  cam-
paign  was  espe Iy wvicious and
Ogleshy was nosed cut by a margin
of less than eight thousand votes by’
the ultimade w Len Small of
Kankukee, The ain of victory
was furnished by returns from Chi-
caro, i

A moverment far him to run for
NG was started after

Hools convention, held in
noanswer to the move-

led his petit and in a
i SRy ! however
o the weltare and best
the rey an party,
more i wtant than
<hatl hald my personal
ihordinate S my party's
wellare amd the mterety of the

peapie of the state” |
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seper Frnest Oualesby, A3, for-|
resident of Doy M\u and. a son|
\nte Governor Richavd |
dicd at 4:20 a. m. today|
Tarm home at Cornland, ag
distance south of Lincoln. Hz\‘1
ed a stroke several Yoars Ago |
had been in poor heaith ever)

r. Olesby was born in Decats»

5, 1) 1832 jn_the home now
ipied by Mr. and Mrs, Frank
Tvans, 471 West William street. HHe!
v3s still a child when the fﬂmn\'j
qoved to Springfield. He  was
fwice mavried. He leaves two sons.
v his first marringe, Richavd, IL;
ingfield, and John Oglesby !
socond wife, who
nim., was the former Myr-:
helson; by her he leaves two!
on, James E. and Emma Jean |
, Cornland. He also leaves
sig Mrs. Felicitie Cenci  of
hart and Italy, a brother, John
former lieutenant gov-:
iz, in Eikhart. There
}'mfhm(hm‘ Hiram G.;
vs of FBikhart and a half-sister, !
. Olive Snyder, New York City.

With Ilinois Teriminal

e was g hall-brother of ihe late
yherte Osleshy, who wag perhaps
» hest known member of the fam-
in Decatur as he was a frequent
or here and owned some prop-

eply in Decatur,
Jasper Ogleshy was a nephew of
T

Mrs. Will Rarnes of Decatur. He

iSyvstem, and in August, 1910, was
iapponinted inspector by the same
lcompany. Later he retired on ac-
lcount of poor healt The body is
lat the Sheetx rnt Réme in Lin-
{coln, awaitiv: inn of fun-
eral arrang€in-

JW\A‘J P /Z’L*_é‘,
¥ e 157))44/"""

&cwi&&bﬁ,}] /?"7

s employed for soeme time as a,
nman for the Illinois Traction:

i
Funeral Serviccs VJiIf Be
Held Tomorrow.

Lincoln, July 3—Jasper Ernest
Oglesby, youngest son of the late

Richard J. Oglesby, former governor
of Illinois, and a brother of John G.
Ogpleshy of Elkhart, former lieuten-
ant governor, disd at 5:20 a. m. today
al his home in Cornland. He was
53 years old. Death followed an ill-

of three years after a stroke of

bhody will he removed Thursday
evening (o Oglehurst, the home of
Oglesby fam’ly at Elkhart. FPu-
1 services wi".l be held at 10:30
a. m., Friday at Si. John the Baptist
cha I. Rev, John Befcher will of-
and interment will be made
ham cemetery at Elkhart.
earers will be: James B. Tay-
‘ior, Underwood Cassidy, James A.
5*13\'93:, Charles Stahl, John Melvin
and M. B. Drake.

Mr, Oczlesby y.'ss born on Feb. 10,
1682, in Decatur, a son of Richard J.»
memmm He spent
practically his entire life in Logan
unty, residing for the most part in
Eikhart. The last three years he
had been living in Cornland.

He held membership in the Epis-
copal church

Surviving ave his wife, Mrs. Myrile
Nicholson Opglesby; four children,
Richard J, Oglesby, John Louis Ogles-
by, Emma Jean Oglesby and James
BEdward Oglesby; his brother, John
G. Oglesby. Blkhart; one sister, Count- |
ess Alessandro Cenci Bolognetti of |
Rome, Italy, & Felicite Oel@soy,‘
tand a hali~pro oo, diram G, Keays, |
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FARM RES. OF JOMHN D, GILLETT, ESQ., ELAHART PARRK, LOGAN CO 1Ll T 18 NR O3 OW,

This drawing showing the farm residence of John

D. Gillett on Elkhart Hill and also the village of Elkhart

. on the left was taken from the Logan County Atlas
which was published in 1873.

John D. Gillett purchased this farm and moved here
from near Cornland on September 14, 1869. The old

house burned on February 14, 1871 and Gillett then built
the present home. 3
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JOHN D. GILLETT

For many years Elkhart was one of the larg-
est shipping points on the C. & A. railroad, due to
the large stock raising farms of John D. Gillett.
Mr. Gillett was called the ‘“cattle king” of the
world.

John D. Gillett was born at Fair Haven,
Conn., April 28, 1819. He was a descendant of a
family of Huguenots which were driven from
France by religious persecution and sought refuge
in England and in 1631 emigrated to the United
States and settled in Lebanon in what was then
the colony of Conn. His father, Eliphaz, was
captain of the brig “John” of which he was sole
owner and was engaged along West Indies coast
wise trade. He was born in 1791 and married
Amarilla Sanford Five children, two sons and
three daughters were born to them. Both his
grandfathers were soldiers in the war of the Revo-
lution. When John was three his father died and
he was reared by his widowed mother and went to
Lancasterian school at New Haven. When he was
17 he sailed to Georgia and spent two years in the
mercantile business and afterwards returned to
New Haven and attended Pearl's Academy six

%,

'

John D. Gillett

months. In the fall of 1838 he started for Illinois,
going by steamboat to St. Louis, by stage to
Springfield, and then on foot to Bald Knob where
an uncle resided. He immediately began to work
on the farm receiving at first $8 a month. In
1840, after spending two years at Bald Knob, he
came to Logan County and improved a farm in
Elkhart Township, residing there 28 years. This
farm is now operated by Albert Johnson and it
lies just north of Cornland.

Willow Point Farm

In 1868 he moved to Elkhart Hill. By 1852
he owned some 12,000 acres of land and in that
year with R. B. Latham entered about 7,000 acres

‘more. At his death he owned 16,500 acres of land.

le raised some of the finest stock cattle in the
United States. He was engaged extensively in
shipping fine stock in European markets. He was
a Republican in politics but never held any politi-
cal office.

On May. 31, 1842 he was married to Miss Le-
mira Parks. Her father, Elisha Parke, settled in
Logan County in 1837 and built the first jail in
Logan County. Mr. and Mrs. Gillett had eleven -
children: S. Emma who died young, Anna S.,
Grace, Eliphaz Parke who died at 4 years, Lemira
Nina, May, Kate, Jessie Dean, John Parke, Ada
and Charlotte Lancroft. The family were mem-
bers of the Episcopal Church in Springfield. The
old house in Elkhart was destroyed by fire in
February, 1871. A new one was built which is
now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Drake.

John D. Gillette died at Mackinack Island
August 27, 1883.
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n‘.c thie will of the
; D. Gillett of FElk-
dicd Sept. 8, was {filed
ourt Saturday, listing
rty notjto exceed
2al cna‘} valued at
:k John Dean
L n"rm and William
f Decatur, were nomi-
d exec itors,
ne will, drawn July 22, 1935,
ic a number 4f bequests to rela-
tives. Business ’nro,le ty in Lincoln
I Gillett was left.to
her sister, Mrs. Charlotte Gillett
Barnes, an d;‘mece Mrs, Joan Dean
Gillett Mec ’ﬂfmur, and nephew, Wwil-
liam Barnfs, jr., of Decatur, and
Mrs. Lemjra Gillett MeClure Hunt,
Cro’Ifurst, home of Miss Gil-
lett a¢/ Elkhart, was left to her
sister/ as well as the household
acccssones library, portraits,
pan;ungs, furniture, etec.
Thg Gillett farms, Westway, Over-
V'a",, and Piatt Acres, were left to
Mrs. McArthur and William Barnes,
ir.; the Edgefield farm to the de-
scendants of Edgar Logan Hill, with
reversion rights, if any, to the
Springfield diocese of the Episcopal

; 0 e
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0

church; the Northfield farm to Mr. |
and Mrs. John Dean Gillett Hill of |
Lincoln; Broadwell place to MMrs. !
Hunt with reversion rights, if any. i
to the Episcopal Church Camcdraxi
‘O‘r‘dahon Washington, D. C; and |

ndian Acres farm in Menard county
and South Acres farm in Sangamon
county one-third each to descen-
dants of Edgar Logan Hill, John
Dean Gillett Hill and Mrs. Hunt.

The beguests under reversion
rights to the Episcopal church are
as a memorial to the parents of Miss
Gillets, iate John Dean and
Lemira Parke Gillett.

+
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;;atbc e 0. Hill
Dies After Long
Iliness In Logan

Was Daughter Of One Of
Founders Of Lincoln.

Lincoln, May 23.—Mrs. Kataerine
Gillett Eill, 80, extensive Logzan
county landowner and daugnter of
the late Jonn D. Gliliett, pisneer
Logan ceounty “cattle k'nz” and one
of the founders of the city of Lincoln,
,dird at 10 p. m. Wednesday at -he
. Deaconess hospital. She had been 'n
i1l health for s.excral years and was |
‘removed to the hespital from her|
home, 118 Lingoln avenue, when she
suffered a heart attack. ;

The parents of Mrs. Hill came to:
Logan county in 1839 and Mr. Gillett
made extensive purchases of g
ment lands., At the time of ; ;
]\in 1888 he owned 12,000 acr of
I Logan county land and held a part-
’nership with Robert Latham
his business associates.

'also Mr. Gilletz, Coic
l
i
2

and  ,Virgil Hickex founded tz
of Lincoln in 1833 and they
i the town for Abraham Lincoin,
attorney.

| Mrs. Hill

| a and one daugh
ilet:; Hiil and

!Clme Washin:- 2
sisters; Mrs. Ch a"
catur, and Miss Jess
Gillett. Elkhart.
Funeral arranc
arrival of Mz, ~7-7
and burial i
probably be -
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William Barnes, Jr.,
~dent of the Citizens National
bank and at 55 a veteran De-
catur business and civic leader,

presi-

—an institution that his
Dr. Will Barnes, was
mental in building.

L7 LA s re

s Oglicdeay

died this morning in the Deca-
tur and Macon County hospital

father,
instru-
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Served Many
€1‘iy Business,
Civic Interests

William Barnes, Jr., president of
the Citizens National bank, died in
:the Decatur and Macon County hos-
Ipital at 6:30 a. m. today. He was
DD t

Mr. Barnes suffered a cerebral
hemorrhage at his hgme in South-
moreland place Wednesday morn-
ing, and he remained unconscious
until his death. His condition dur-
ing the {five days of illness re--
mained critical; but the attending
physician had reported *‘slight im-
provement” Friday.

MR. BARNES joined the Citizens
National bank in 1927 as a director
and trust officer, and was elected
president of the bank in Januury,
1929 :

Besides his continuous sexrvice
with the bank, he was a director
of the A. E. Staley Mfg. Co. '

During Mr. Barnes’ term as pres-
ident, the Citizens bank has made
wide increases in business.

As president, he-gave extensive
authority to key personnel, and the
bank gained the accounts of many
of the city’'s large businesses, par-
ticularly new industries.

Mr. Barnes was a member of the
American - Bankers association, the
Illinois Bankers association ‘and the
Macon-Dewitt County Bankers fed~
eration.

Although he attended most con-
ventions and conferences of these
groups, he rarely took an official
part. Those duties, however, fre-
quently were carried by other offi-
cials of his bank.

IT WAS THROUGH the initiative
of Mr. Barnes and others tha: the
Citizens building north of it
was erected in 1930, He b
would be a good invest
himsdi and others.’ A carp—o:a

,

fcomer of Water and William str
{and build an office building ne
‘by Decatur. The ovprocertv 1




ple.

Mr. Barnes was chairman of the
Macon county chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross six vears, Red Cross
drive chairman eight years, presi-

dent of the Comm v Chest, drive
chairman for the Chest and until
his death was serving as first vice
president of the Decatur and Ma-
con County Hospital association,
He had been on the hospital board
since 1945.

He also was a member of the
board of directors of th
Foundation for Infantile Pa

He was a member of the
Club of Decatur, of whict
president in 1938, the Der‘atur club,
University Club of 1go, and
Chicago Golf club, He was a mem-
ber of St. John's Episcopal church.

THE BANK PRESIDENT worked
with the Decatur Association of
Commerce in many activities, He
had been a member of the lake
conservation committee of the assoc-
ciation: since its organization sev-
eral years ago. He was on the A.
of C. board for three years from
1935 to 1938.

He had a keen interest in golf.
Generally, he played in a foursome
with A, E. Staley, Jr., E. B. Evans
jand W, M. Bering. He followed
|his father's interest in encouraging
|601f and served on several tourna-
ment committees. He also was a
hunting enthusiast.

In March of 1938, Mr. and Alrs.
‘Barnes moved into their house in
;Southmoreland place. It is one of
ithe {finest homes in Decatur and
one of the few that is air condi-
tioned. Before moving to the
Southmoreland home, which over-
looks Lake Decatur, the family
lived at 131 South Tayler avenue,

MR, BARNES was born in De-
catur on Dec, 10, 1894, a son of Dr.
and Mrs. Will Barnes.

He attended DMilton agademy,
Milton, Mass, and Phillips Exeter
academy in Exeter, N. H.,  before
entering the University of Wiscons
sin where he took a course in agri-
culture,

From 1920 to 1927 he operated
and supervised farms m Logan and
AMacon counties, He later retained
this interest in farming and was
active in the bank's farm depart-
ment. .

He was married Dec. 29, 1817, to
Valette LeForgee, a daughter of
Mr, and Mrs. C, C. LeForgee. Mr.
LeForgee has been a prominent De-
catur attorney 50 years.

Barnes leaves his wife; two
\\ :xlnm 111, Decatur, and
Barnes Vaun Norden,
i his n\.D«.X\’T. Deca-
ildren, and a sister,

w, Elkhart, Mr,

’.‘m\ nu
THE BODY is at the Dawson &

Wikoff {u ! home where f{riends

may call after 7 p. m. Tuesday.

e body will be taken to St, John's

viscopal church at noon Wednes-
ci v and services will be there at!
2 p. m. Wednesday. Burial will be
in Elkhart cemetery, Elikhart,

The . Citizens National bank will
close at 1 p. m. Wednesday for the
funeral.

Mr. Barnes’ Father
Was Hospital Builder

AT
FL VNN

Barnes' father, Dr. Willl
Barnes, who died in 1930, was onc!
of Decatur's most colorful figures|
and a leader in the development ofl
the city. He was first a physxcxam

- i
rom the siandpoint of commun—i
érvi his greatest accomplish- |
s ’)art in the establish-|
ling of the Decatur!
v hospital. He con- |
tributed time and money !
to the project and induced other<

s also an emomologlst ofi
collection of moths and!
which contained about
.’(}0 tvpes, now is in the Smith-|
nian Institution in’ Washington,

'\hl‘lam Barnes, Jr., once said “1

I‘gve chasad bugs for my iatngr al

= ”

D.. Barnes was one of the organ—

/izers of the Country Club of Deca-

tur and served as president from
its founding in 1900 to ]1521.




'Mrs. F. L. Evans,

Prominent Civic,

Club Leader. Dies

Death Unexpected; Fun-] ‘ 3
eral to Be 2:30 p. m.

Thursday
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UMBRELLAS RAISED and day. In the foreground is a
coats pulled tight, a crowd ob- plaque commemorating the ac-
serves dedication ceremonies quisition of the historie building
at the Oglesby Mansion Satur- by the Macon County Con-

Staff photo by Ron Ernst
servation District. It was a bi-
centennial project aided by the
state Department of Con-
servation.
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Ogleshy's Mansion Dedicated™ "™
During Day-Long Celebr

Dedication ceremonies for | mittee worked to prepare the

the Oglesby Mansion were Sat- | mansion for Saturday’s cere-

urday at the Decatur home of | monies.

the man who was elected three |

times as Illinois governor dur- 1 nished by antiques owned by
| group members,

ing the mid-1800s.

The Oglesby Mansion, former
home of Richard J. Ogleshy, is
at 421 W. William St.

Two bronze placques, one
donated by the Daughters of
‘the American Revolution, out-
lining Oglesby’s record, and
another marking the home’s
acquisition as a landmark site,
were unveiled.

Rifle salutes punctuated flag-
raising ceremonies at the man-
sion.

The flag was donated by the
Ladies of the Grand Army of the
Republic. The honor guard was |
from American Legion Post
105.

A four-man ribbon-cutting
team consisted of Oglesby |
Mansion, Inc. president Linley
Hurtt, Mayor James Rupp,
Decatur landowner A. Webber
Borchers and Preston Schell-
bach, director of the Macon
County Conservation District.

Each man snipped the rib-
bon, opening the mansion as a

historical site.

More than 150 persons at the
ceremonies crowded into the
mansion to hear George Cash-
man, retired curator of Lin-
coln’s Tomb in Springfield,
speak on the accomplishments
of Oglesby.

1

The home was priially fur-

A mannequin was placed in
the dining room wearing a repl-
ica of the dress worn by Ogles-
by’s wife at the 1885 inaugura-
tion in Springfield.

The mansion’s greenhouse,
behind the main building, was
filled with plants furnished by
the Decatur Garden Club.

The club members also grew
flowers placed around the man-
sion for Saturday’s celebration.

The mansion was purcl
by the Macon Couniy Con-
servation Distrief for $23.000
from the estate of the late Ed-
ward B. Evans, It is fhe dis-
trict’s first acquisition of histo-
rical property.

Complete exierior refurbish-
ing of the mansion is to be fi-
nished in late spring, with in-
terior work to be under way for
the next several vears.

Earlier Saturday, more than
200 persons appeared ai the
“patriotic luncheon™ sponsored
by Gov. Oglesby Mansion. Inc.

Not only did the participants
receive a noontime meal, but
there was also an historical

dressed in a Ci@ War uniform.

Oglesby was elected Tilinois
governor in 1865, 1873 and 1885.
Shortly after his second inaugu- ‘\
ration, he resigned to appoint
himself a U.S. Senator. |

The Mansion had been refur- ‘1
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bished by the Gov. Oglesby
Mansion, Inc. group. Members
of the Oglesby Volunteer Com- |

/0/2¢/7¢

ation

“This fellow has done SO
many things in the history
field.” said master of cere-
monies Ralph M. Colburn as he

|infroduced guest speaker Maj.

Gen. Wayne C. Temple of the
Illinois State Militia.

Temple spoke about Abr-
- aham Lincoln, Lincoln’s second
cousin John Hanks, and most
| importantly, Decatur’s Richard
J. Oglesby.
Describing Oglesby as “a
very great leader” and “a
lkind, great-hearted man,”
| Temple, an historian and ar-
| chivist, fold his audience that
| the illustrious man was placed |
\in charge of erecting the wig-
wam for the Wigwam Con-
| vention held in Decatur in 1860.
1t was during that convention
that Oglesby promoted the slo-
gan “Lincoln the Railsplitter |
for President.” |
Hurit said he was more than |
atisified with the lhmecheon
urnout that included a large |
number of Decatur’s commu- |
nity leaders.
<1 had setiled the other day |
(for 125 people.” Hurit ex-
\ plained. adding that “‘ticket re-
| ports have just been wonder- |
| ful.” ;
Saturday was officially pro-

et 0N

skit and “an honorary dentist| claimed QOgleshy Day in Deca-

tur.




