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Mac:n Cr-+--f :':'.::1:=l l:':::j-ia-uing Council

Add.ress: 130 B'. =-::-j: S;.

Date of origilai :c::-J;c:l:'l: Jo=nerstone
First serviee

r c'. r- ---l

Name of orisina- c'E:=: S--- .-siiars Episcopal Church'

ffia* - co----,.== l=i-d - Archlteii Henry F. starbuik.
, L*Z i *-."* fe=k - fi:sl s=*rvice in, lhq ngw f$1h centur;r style

Gothic struc-.u:= 3,?I}s-.rE-.ad cf variegat".+ I",+ sandstone. 
AA,ios; : - $25'ooo

r9r2 - H.=--3=s=l?i.Ti!.1ot' 
a'd furnishtnss inc.'luded;: $4J'500

- .f9ff - Xais ::*".=ec:a-"ing project - $1000.
L;45 - fc: ;:-:::,-" "l1=r and 6ossal given by her ehild'ren in

Eea3:J- ci 3c-:ir.ia ShaC-e.

l95i - I: 1- ^'-;,3nnia1 year of the organlzatlon and estab-
-:1=-:::e:-, of S". .Tohnrs' an ad-dition to the north pro-
''':l:a3 3:l.i]:eii school classrooms, a large meeting haI1
ar: ii--c:e3 lras conPleted.

L1SL - 3::oe--1ol of St. !{aryts Ha11 (Cfrurcfr offices an6 alart-
:33-, i3: -*h: curate) plus art glass repair proteetion
3r'=s ins'raLl-ation, etc. , $t5r6fi,

19?0 - S=;-==*= i2, Lg?O - Cenolition of the brorn frame

]r1sco;:a3- Chu:ch in Deeatur.
Lgtt - lece=rer -2, ag?o - Red.ed.ieatlon of renovated- and

3:. Johnr;.' (;;" booklet of plans, plus cupping)

1890.
1 . 1892,

lst

renodeled

T{E iR'TE?.r\T :FI:JOPAI CHURCH by Rev. ll. H. Moore'
,.S-,. Joim's Church in Decatur, situated. on North -*ater St.

.es :j.lc=aio, r=J organized. Septenber 10, tr855... r.. 'The Rev' Hn' L'
3os-ur1ck s':cceai.ed tc ihe rectorship in 185?.-- During his ad'ministra-
iion -uh= pa-=ish, xhich ha.d. occupied. a rented ha11, took stetrs for
b..:ii-ilag i chrsch e*,ilfice. The church was eompleted. and- occupied in
i3_<8; l: ;as coasecrated. in 1860.,...The sane bulld.ing, nueh enlarged

=nC 
-*p."ved, is yet used. by the parish as 1ts place of worshlp.l'

(rs8o)

(See reverse s1d.e)

Present ornerts nanet St. Johnts EPlseoPal Chureh.

rl



TROI'I THE HISTOHY OF MACON COUNTY . ]-860.
(eult:-shed by Brink, FlcDonough and Co., ?i:11:::-;:,:-::. - iage 110.

"0ne of the cityrs historic strueti:.r:s i:-- ::i:=e a rracki-ng
crew Frid.ay.

- . "It was the origlnal $t. John,s 3pisccT-l *=::i-i-r:lelag, 1o-
cafed. in the iOO otocli'it{est'E1d.ora.do where oLd +,inbr::s ;_".ll":siy €zye lray
to'a crane and clamshellt...'rra.zed- as part of a $2E?ri.3oJ :-::.: :er+Le1l-
ing and expansion program.

"'It was 1n the origina)- ci'turch.nog,beiaS_pq-:E__:gp, ::i-- e
Christmas tree for child.ren was set up and. the chr:rch :ee:=:--e: r::n
greens. Thls was the fiqqt time that anything of the idp4_i:ra+ er:: :cne
in Delcitur; "and .reporte{/'H Decatur newspiper in 19O5 -o. t.h"e- :i:..::u o:
the J0th'q.nniye.rs4ry qf ,the .parish., In 1g16 Deeatr:r.s firs; 1:., I:=sery
nas-orga'ni"eil at St. JbHn's Church artd for three yeals the:h:ic:=3 -.rere
cared for i-n thls bul1ding, The nurs^ery was organlzed. by ae=bls :j Si.
Johnrs Church who donaied use of tirdnati;.fisht5 and heat."

.:"
Deeatur llerald r: -) i 1?-?.3
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St. Johnf s Episcopa.l Church

Intervlew wlth Robert Shade December^ !, l9?ltz
lr.' ?.r4,-+1 "*t' 'Y)!' ;!r-*-r--+

lPwo maJor remr:dellngs: fn W55, a. dwe111nS north of the
church T^ras demollshed; ln thls pla-ce, a nelr r:arlsh ha1l
and class rooms were bul1t, connectlng to the ch,-rch.
In 19f0, a gecond" housewas torn d.own, and the clolster
north of the church and west of the ha11 was brr11t.
The twln entrles elther slde of the baptistery were elosed
wtth glass; the main door on the south slde xas no longer
used"r so tha-t present access to chureh and ha1l 1s thror:qh
the clotster on the north.

The rered.os rras ellmlnated when the new alter was glven
in 1945, A r^rooden tester now extend.s over the a,1tir; from
lt depend.s a.n oliramental sl1k hanglng, behlnd the alta.r.
The tester contalns the loqo of St. John.

The great west window truruxlcll[*ln** remai.ns, but some of
the north and south wlndows ha.ve been replaeed, given as
memorials.

Vlslt to the church Decmber 15, lg?4:
of whit,e marble

The baptisma.l font/Ls not as deserlbed" 1n the newspa,per
artlcle when the ehurch wa-s ooened; IyIr. thade thought lt
had been replaced,. The smal1 font from tkre old wood.
chureh (dated 1883, lf I remember eorrectly) ls stl11 ln
the church, near the sacrlsty on the southeast.

The pa.stor, who dld not glve me h1s name, caaed attentlon
to the nlaster fl1lgree enclosing the organ pipes on two
sld"es. Ele also sta"ted tha"t the north altar ls from the
orlsinal- wood. chu.rch.

The a-1tar ral1 ls unchanged, and the brass pu1p1t and
cand.lestlcks are stll1 there. There ls no mentlon of
the pulplt or candlestleks ln the ].892 newspaper artlcle,
so these may be of later date tha.n the stand,ards of the
altar rall.

D



EFI SC OPAL CHURCH, DECATUR, I L I- i :. CI S

Da.isn records and otner sourCes
uay 1973

!'e::- ic''^=i, 
l-'l""li: r"r e.st:brr'shed jn Ig29, and at that r-,i-e geca:_- nes1 ; ::l e irrcre *nan i vi I '! age, wi th a popur ati on of about g00. I: r,,as e ::r ,ecti oncf crtide lomes and a few little stores on dirt streets, bor:nded by Hocc, F.eirie,cnurc", anci [Jater streets. lfood street was at the edge of tne r,icocs; F-=. - ieStreet marked the boundary between the town and the prairie to t.e -ori-. ria:ei-str-eet was the I ast street between the town and the Sangomor Ri ve... c^:-c- S:.eetwas so named because a coupre of smal I protestant meeti ng-ho.rses ,iec see- 3:. i tthere.

By the middle of the lgth century, Decatur ha<J hardly g!-own in size, b-i :-e po'-ulation was more settled. A bank had been established, ard tne pr-es:l:e:.;-;-d
Roman catholic churches were among the more substantiar structu-es.
In the early 1856's there were severar Episcopar residents of Decatu..r-o -eisomewhat regu'i arly in each other,s homes and who desired to establ.i s^ ::e-.s-.By 1855 their nu*6u. was sufficient to petftion the Bishop of Iil.iro;s :3:-e:end' and-on September 10 of that year fifteen men and women signed t-e A-:,c,tesof 0r-gani zati on i n accordance wi th the canon. "i a[" 

-Di;.;;""oi 
r I r i. si ..Itlde whose names are herewi th af f ixed, Ju"pr y sensible of the t!-,J;- c=the ch.i sti an rer i gi on and earnestt y'aesi.ous of pr-omoti ng i ts rsi yinfluence in our own hearts and in:those of our famflies and leic--bors, do hereby associate ourselves under the name of Sr.'rl.,.i== 

-
Pari sh, i n communi on wr'th the protestant Epi scopal chur-ch i n tneunited States of America and the Dfocese oi rilinois, the autnorityof whose constitution and canons we do hereby recognize and ro yj:rose
Li turgy and mode of worship we promi se conform.ity.il

J-e neiv parish called the Rev. Stephen R" Chfld to be their first recror, a:c :-ei'-st servjce was held in November. child, unfortunately, died before tie seco-cse-'"': ce could be held. It took two years to f ind another rector, and i,.,, ig57 :-e?e" uilliam Bostick was called, by which time the comrnunicants numbered 22.
h" :- :-" 's j ncrease of thei r number, the smal 1 congregati on began to use a roc::"::€ a"a' Iable in the Masonic Ha1l. The room had to be sharei wi th other c..rijrc.z'c-cs; Eciscopal services were held at I pm on sunday afternoons. The g.oupi-ec-ertly rad to wait in the ha11 if the previous service was overlong. 0n o"ecccasiot' whgn a preacher was especial ly long-winded and pa.i J-no need to tne im-se:rerl Episcoplaians who peeked'through the"door, Fr. Bostick, vested in cassock,su-tr:i;ce arc stole, walked in and..,tool_3riutiy in a corner. fn" preacher pounci-ec ri s pu'l ci t and shouted, rrAl I rightl rhre rusl of you come on in wi th your- p!-eac,rer l'
chants and hyiili'l s ngd t9 be sung wi thout musi cal accompaniment, and one of tne con*gregati on vias appoj nted to be ihe ]rp'ircherrr to start the si ngi ng. Fi nal ly, amelodeon was acquired, and the p.itcher could retire.
Also in that year' lI: Johnrs presented jts fjrst confirmands. Bisnop wnitehousemade the trip fr-om cnicago to confirm about a half-dozen people. There had neverbeen .a bi shop i n Decatur bef ore, and the .ong."g"t ion was asked .i f non-churchrnencoi'r'l d attend to see the bi shop, hi s vestmenti, lnd the ceremony. Aware of a pot-



:-:'3i 1y large attendance, permissionr was abtained to use ta€ lle:-cc's: -€e:-
'-:-"GUSe, on the site of the persent First National Bank, and cc-:e:t3-e-y
i:!cufltS record an overf l ow crowd. Thereaf ter, the par-i sn rer:€c a 'o'3- 3Dc\'e
: store on North \,fater Street to use f on servi ces.

Ir 1858 the vestry determi ned to bu j I d a church and author-'i zed a s::--E:--e ::
ccstrtnot less than $i500.,t This was a most ambitious project, r:ace;css'31e, 'rn

Dartr with aid from friends of the rector in the east. The churcn v{as D-ii: or
l'torth L'Iater Street near Eldorado Street.

The first Episcopal church in Decatur caused a great deal of controvei-sy. I: t'+as

soon djscovered that the plans for the small wooderl Gothic Revjvai c'lurca cal'i s6
for two crosses on the gables. It would be the first church in Decati:r rri:-;
cross on the exterior, and most Oecatur citiZens agreed that the decora:ro-s r'e-e
ItRom'i shrt and didnrt hesi tate to tel l the pari sh so.

The euchar-istic vessels for the new bujlding were presented to St. John;s by St.
Mark's i n l',lew Bri tai n, Conn. , and 30 prayer books were gi ven by the Prayer- Book

and Tract Society of New York. Unlike many Ep'iscopal parishes bui'lding at tris
time, St. Johnrs decided that there would be no pew rent.

The parish had barely moved into the new church when they caused more contro-
versy in the communiiy. Mass was celebrated on Christmas Day in 1858, the first
time Christmas had been observed as a Holy Day by any church group in Decatur,
another innovatjon calledrrpopishttby the population. A Childrenrs Christmas
Tree was decorated in the nave, the first tirne a Christmas tree appeared r'n

0ecatur.

The economic situation of the town and parjsh imporved after l86O with the com-
ing of two railroads, the Great L{estern and the Illjnois Central, and the jmprov-
ed finances of the parish allowed for the final payment of the mortgage jn 1851.
An attempt to raise money by charging pew rental had been tried in 1859, but
after two years the attempt was abandoned wjth the hearty approval of Bishop
Whitehouse, a staunch opponent of the practice of renting pews. Provision was

made, however, to allow families to trfurnishi! the pews in which they were ac-
customed to sit as they desired. In t86Z the bishop made another trip to Dec-
atur to consecrate the church i n a dri v'i ng December snowstorm.

An anonymous historian writes of the life of the yogng parish,
rrThe buiiding thus consecrated stood on North Water Street and in time
a rectory was bui1t just north of it. For over J0 years jt was the
center of Parish life, where were administered baptisms, confirmations,
and communions, weddings and funerals, according to the Rites and Ceremonies
by which the Prayer Book puts those who use it into touch with the dignity
and beauty and strength of the Holy Catholic Church throughout the world.rr

The rectory mentioned was buitt in 1863, in the same year as the founding of the
ttFemal e Church School ,,, al so ref erred to as the rtDecatur Semi nary. rr ,Li ttl e i s
recorded of this school except that it was in operation for less than a decade.

lfjth the financjal burden of a new rectory and school, the controversy over Pew
rental broke out again, with the. vestry f jnal'ly resolving that t'al l seats in th'is
church are and shall be free.rl

In 1867 a chapel was founded by St. Johnis Parish. TherrHouse of Prayerrrras it
was calleci, was located one mile north of the city limjts. It was the eastern



part of Decatur, however, that began to g!-ow with the coming of a steel roll-

a ;H,T::l; lli,::".;:"n;:,Ti:nTIii ;i=:?:":ioo 
brock of East Erdorado; it was

Belegates from St. John!s were actr've
tne Di ocese of Spri ngfi ei d. I t was a

Seymore, who became the Fi r-st Bi shop

The pari sh conti nued i ts gr-owth, and

in tne Convention sf,
delegaf,e from Decatur

of Spr-ingfield.

t 877 that organi zed
who nomi nated Geor-ge

in 1886 the chapel founded by St. Jonnrs be*
came a missjon with its own vicar. T:re steel mi11 having moved to Kansas City,
the chapel had become known as the ttHouse of Prayerrtagain. The bishop often
preached there duri ng hi s v j s j ts to the ci ty, and the rectot- had he'ld servi ces
regularly at the chapel on Su"day afternoons. The missjon was received into the
diocese as Grace Mission, changing its name in 1896 to St. Michael and All Angels.
Af ter- the turn of the century the mi ssi on became dormant", and the Bi shoprs Com-
rnittee so'!d the property in i909 for $10,000, giving the money for the work of
fre Chur-ch on the campiis of tne University of Il linois.

Tn^LQg$ the fjrst pipe o.rgarr rn Oecatu!- was installed at St. Johnrs at a cost of
$l80o.

As Decatur continued to grow, so did the parish. Parish or-ganizations were begun
in the last quar-ter of the l9tn Century. Tlre Ladies Aid Society was founded'i n

1873, to be reorganized at St. Johnis Episcopal f,nu;shraomen in .l9C5. St. Marthars
Chapter was organized jn I889 aod St. John!s ir 1895. Tne men or-ganized the Bro-
therhood of St" Andrew in !890, and Decatu!- was scar:dalized by the Episcopalians
once again when the Brotherhood voted to alIow women to attend some of their-
meetings and to al 1ow smoking during meetings.

0ur-ing this time St. Johnrs beeame involved in an ambitious diocesan project
thr-ough the eff orts of an outstanding layman, \^Ii l ljam J. Quir:lan. Quinlan had
been active in dfocesan and parish affairs for several years, naving served as
par-ish and rectorNs warden and delegate to the diocesan synod. He had wor-kecj
diligently for the support of the New Diocese of Spr-ingfieid since its organ*
'ization iq 1877 and was one of the strongest supporters of the Episcopal Fund,
tae purpose of which was the endowment of the Springffeid epjscopate. He be-
came a personal friend of the new bishop of the difficult days after the begin-
.ring of the diocese. In i884 Bishop Seymore came to Decatur for the first house
blessing in the city at what he described asrrthe most impressive new Quinlan
ciweliingi'r the reception for the bishop following the house blessing was the
social event of the season

Tne bistrop and Quinlan together purchased in 1883 a summer resort at Green Bay,
Hichioan. The trAnapauna Projectrt was incorporated- and the resort remodeled to
provicie a suirmer vacation spot for diocesan clergy and their families. The land
was sr.rbdilided and pians were made for the sale of the lots for retirement homes
for clergy. The bishop made many trips to Decatur to meet with tne board of
directors of Anapauna, composed chiefly of Quinlan and other Iaymen of St. John's,
but the financiai problems of the project caused it to be dissolved in a few
years, and the amb'i ti ous p I ans were never rea.l i zed.

The activities and size of the parish by the last decade of the century almost
demanded a new building. After his episcopal visitation on March 10, 1890,
Bishop Seymore praised the parish for its growth and noted in his personal re-
cord of hi s vi si tat.i ons,

tiWe rejoiced to see so many; we would that it were always so in every
pari sh and mi ssi on. The need for a new church i s demonstrated by the



fact that the structur-e wi I 1 not hold the conqregatio"'rt

T-e need for a new church bui1ding had b6en emphasized by the !'ector for serere!

,.1.r,-""a in t88B two traymen had purchased several lots at the corner sf f,r;:.s-
erd El dorado streets f or $5r000, i nf ormi ng t:he vestry that they woul d ::3llq ;:s
orope!-ty and of fer i t at .el1 urhen the congregation was ready 6e 6g'i lci'

Trre decis'i on to build was made shortly after the bishop.'s visit, and co-i:-uc:jo-
b;;";"i""i"i"-iAgo. Henry F. Starbuck of chicago was chosen as the arc':tBCie a'c

the design that he subm.itted, i n a style combi n'ing Ear 1y Engl"ish and Decore:ec

Gothic to be bujlt of !ilisconsin red sandstone, was approved'

Tn one of the most elaborate ceremonjes Decatun had yet seen, the cornersio-€ rres
.!ajd on September 2J, 1890. In the cornerstone !{ere placed a Bible, a copy of :-e
.eur Book of Common er"y"r of i889, a Hymnal, copies of the Canons of the diocese,

churcn and cj ty newspap"r=, tne o.der br the servi ce of the day: the names of tre
persons involved in the buiIding program, and a b;ief parish history'

Tn 189] the original wooden church was moved from its sjte on lJater Street to:e
placed next to the new bulding, and the 'lot was sold t'o help pay for the-churc"r'
Tne new structure cost $Z5rOO5i the lot and furnishrngs brought the tota'l cost to

S43, soo.

In Easter ueek of 1892 the congregation moved jnto the new church, described in a

news report as rrone of the most iilpressive in central :{11iRois.rr In onlv 37 yea!'s

since its founding, the parisn had g!'own from the original 15 communicants to 254'

The bujlding progl", was certainly In act,of. faitt^', for it wo''tld be another 20

years before the bui lding would be free of debt'

In lB99 an area of several lots jn Greenwood Cemetery was purchased and given to

tne par.i sh . A cel ti c cross was erected i n tne cen ter of tl'le area, af ter the

ground was consecrated and named trGod ' s Acr-e.rr Tne groutd was gi veil rrf Or tne

bur-iai of commu:licants of the parish'rt

Despite the generos'ity of some of the fami]i": of the parisn, St'JohnIs exper-
jence<i serious financial difficult'ies as the 20th Century began (jn 1901 the

vestry had to borrow $100 from St. Johnts Chapter to pay current bills, and re-

paid tne money at 5%), and the 50th anniversary of the founding of ttre parish was

observed on September 17, 1905' with the debt for the new church stil1 unpaid'

The debt, ho*.o"r, did not a"u'rt the sp'irit of thettJubilee Celebratjon'rt

The mortgage was finally paid i n 1912, and on l4ay 6, the Feast of st' John by the

Latin Gate, the church was consecrated by Bishop l^Ii1'liam 0sborn' In 1913 a house

on North Street was purchased and became the rectory'

Thr-ough these years the parish remajned very active as a part of tlre communitYr

and .i n l9l5 St. Johnrs sponsored artcity-widerrmission for the purpose of-rtspread-
ing the Gospel in the ciiy.il The rector of the Bloomjngton parish, a well-knoun

preacher, was asked to conduct the series of serv'ices' It was discovered that tre
dates chosen wer-e just before a cjty election, and just before the missjon bega'

a scarIet fever- ep-r:demic spread around the city. The mj ss'i on ,opened, 
howeverI a-c'

cjesp.i te the hotly-contested electjon and the quarantine, crowds were overflolYing'

T,re newsp"p". ."i l ed the cl os j ng servi ce of the mi ssi on ttthe most impresei ve ever
-',e id by anY church i n Decatur 'rt

li "/



In 1915 a day nursery was founded by St. Johnrs
parents and provide pre-school education, a new
The nursery continued at the parish church for
Decatur Day Nursery, which stjll operates under

5

to care for chi Idren of working
concept in education for Decatur.

several year-s and thet became the
that name.

A major redecorating project was initiated jn 1919, costi:tg S1r000. It was at this
time that the present t j I ed f loor- and marb'! e steps of the choj r ard sanctuary were
instal led.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew had become inactive, and io 1921 a,:ew Hen's Club was
begun. The Ciub injtiated a serjes of semin35s on current sr.rb']ecrs of interest,
to which the city was invited, agarn voting formal,!y to a1low the attendance of
women and smoking. The fi!-st series of meetings dealt with rrTrre Relatiottsnjp of
Employer to Employeerit rtThe Panama Canal (ster-eopticon views exnibi ted)rtr and
ItThe Decatur Dam.tr

Also in the 1920t s the f ormer Sa-ctuary Chapter became tne Al ter Gur I d-, and a
C.ucifer!s Chapter, foi'erunner of tne 0r'der- of St. Vincent for- Acolytes, was es-
tablished" To encour-age the attendance and participatio^ of more conrnunicants,
the annual parish meetings were held foilowi.g mass cn Su"day. ln l!24 both St.
Francisr Guild and the Girls Fr-iendly Society rere begt-r-,.

As communi cant strength grew, so di d trre budget. At 1='re tur-n cf the ce.tr.rr y the
pari sir numbered 2J0, wi th a budget of -l ess tna" SJ,000, By I9&5 tre corrnrun'i cant
strenqlh was over 400 and the budget over $t t,8OO. I- trat: year rne ^ext nrajor-
adCi ti ot'l to the church, the present al tar ald dossal , *g-s 6i ve. by 'rsr q,ri I dren

O 
ii memorY of soPhja shade'

Botn increased parish activities and Church Scnool at!e.da-ce caused the purcnase
of a house north of the church in 1946. A mer a"ci Boy 5 (rsir. tre first in Dec-
aturr was orqanized; their first public concert was grve- i. Fairview Pa.k. 19!.6
\4as a lsc the f -i rst year that the pari sh was se'ved by two er i ests.

{n 1947 the parish women began arrclothing roomttin the basement of the chur-cn
for tne sale of used clothing, and a second house was pu!'cnased next to tne first
and remodeled to provide for both Church School use and office space.

Witn almost 4!0 communicants, the parish began plann'ing in l)4) for a new Parish
Hal I . Tne addi ti on, whi ch provi ded Church School c1 assrooms, I ar'ge meeti ng hal I ,
a,''d a kitchen, was completed in 1955.

St. Jonl's observed its centennial year in 1955 with activities throughout the
year hignlighting tne history of the parish. Since its beg'i,:ning in 1855, the
parisn had grown to over 500 communicants; almost a dozen parish organizations
were function'ing; and the parish had one of the finest church plants in the city.

A special 0ctave Celebration of the centennial began on May 6, a feast of the
par-i 5[is patron sai nt, wi th thr-ee servj ces f or a Pari sh Corporate Communi on. Dur-
ing the octave a barbecue and square dance were held, a Choral Eucharish of Sol-
emn Thanksgiving was celebrated by Bishop Asa Clough., a General Requiem was cele-
grated f or- the repose of rector of the par i sh and bi shops of the di ocese, and the
Churchwomen met for f,erporate Communjon and a breakfast. The octave closed with
a Sol emn Choral Evensong to whi ch the ci ty was i nvi ted 'in thanksgi vi ng for the
1 i fe of St. Johnrs i n Decatur.
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T-e fif:'r wornenrs organization, of the parish, St. Maryrs Gurld, was founded in 1960.

ir 1951 additional property was acquired and removation of the nave conrpleted. A
;ar-kinglot on the corner of Cerro Gordo and Eldorado streets was given ro the par-
': s:r by Har-vey Fi restone, Jr., as a thank of feri ng on the ann'i versary of rri s mar-
r;age, which had been held at St. Johnrs. He and his wife had previousl/ given the
parish a beautiful pair of l6th Century silver Salisbury candlesticks, wnich are
used as the eucharr'stic lights on the altar. A new rectory on Edgewood Court was
purchased. The brick house east of the church, which had been used as tne rectoryr
was named St. Maryrs Hall and remodeled to provide for office space on the first
floor and a curatets apartment on the second.

The next major addition to the church was in 1970, when a $3201000 building pro-
gram resulted in the redecoration of the nave and sanctuary, the addition to the
Parish Hall of the present Iounge and new classrooms on the north, and the addit-
ion of the cloister at the entrance of the church. Ouring this renovation, the
original church building of 1858, which had been immediately adjacent to the east
of the sanctuary, was demolished; in the years following 1892 it had beer, used at
various times as a chapel, gymnasium, guild hal1, and all-purpose room.

In 1973 St. Johnis Parish js in its !l8th year. In that time the parish has been
served by 34 priests, jncluding associate rectors and curates, some of whom also
served parr'shes and missjons in L'i ncoln, Clinton, and Springfield" Her present
communjcant strength is 8ZZ; the ltll budget is over $7trOOO. "['he l5 signators of
the 1855 nr-ticles of 0rganization would scarcely recognize Decatur and wou!d pro-
bab 1y be overwhel med by the magni tude of the parisir w j th whi ch the'i r ef f orts re-
sulted. More than twice the'ir number were confirmed at St. Johnrs in 1972; the
few hundred dollars of their annual budget is raised by one rummage sale today.

tn 1972 a total of 466 services were held by the parish, with a total attendance of
aimost 20r000" Over 12r500 conrnunions were made.

Statistics cannot tell the whole story. There is no way to number those whose lives
have been nurished in the ll8 years of the parishis ljfe and ministry. In marri-
ages and burials, in baptisms and confirmations, in visitations and sick communions,
in seasonal observances and daily masses, in youth classes and activities, in guild
meetings and social actjvities, in stewardship of time, talent, and resources, andjn jts witness to the larger community, St. Johnrs continues to be

Itdeeply sens'ible of the truth of the Christian religion and earnestly
desirous of promoting its holy influence in our own hearts and in those
of our fami I jes and neighbors.t'

D
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t
S: 1::r's Episcopal C,l-rurch

.--.:s ','.rek is celebrating ils 100th
::.:.:\.rsarv in Decatur.

.{i'J:ough its official birthdal'
'.'.:li nr-t be until Sept. 10, the

:.-.'.:rch hes chosen the second rveek

:r \Iav to mar'k the event since it
includes the Feast of St. John,
disciple aftelr,r'hom the church
ii as named.

St. Iolrn's Psy rvas Fridav and

,,,,., ubs.rt.d b,: the parish' w'ith

,tlree corPorate cornmunion serv'

i ices.

Parish obsen'ance o[ the oc-

casion also included a barbecue

and dance last night at Camp Sey-

mour.
Beginning toda,v, the Decatur

communih, is especially invited to
join in the celebration.

The Rt. Rev. Charles A.
Cough, Bishop o[ Springfield,
'r+'ill celebrate the &oral Eucharist
at 9 a. m. todav, I- 

The olrsen'i.rce sill present an
almost medieval church ceremonv
more spect3cullr and colorful t]an
tho-.e usuallv held in Dec:tur.
.. Another 

'fearure of the centen-
nia! rxtave-as the eight davs of
celebrarion is called-ruill be a 10

e. m. requiem mes-" Illondav for
the deceased bishops and rectors
who have sewed the pansh.

Included in tl-re rveek's festiii-
ties rvill be the annual meeting of
the women's auxiiiary at Camp
Selnnour \trIednesdav morning.
The meeting rvill include corpor-

-.:.ate communion follou,ed by p"q'
' breakfast and annual reports.

Especially offered aia conhibu-
tion to the spirirual life of the De-
catur communiw as well as St.

]ohn's Parish #U t" the choral
evensong at 8 p.m. Friday.

The finest settings for this serv-
ice, from ancient Dlainchant
through Hay*n, Nlendelssohn,
Rachmaninoff and the contempor-
arv Healy Willan, will be pre-
sented as r climax to the centen-
nial week.

Featured in this service and in
services throuqhout the or:tave rvill

lbc a festival himn in honor of St.
iJohn uritten'bv l\trs, \,irginia
NIicliel, nrcmher nf the pari.h."

- 
AItl:"u.h the emphasis is bring

placed on thi. rreek, the obscrv--
ance of it's 100th birthdav has
becn carried on bv thc parish since
last Scptemberund ,r'ill be con-
tinued through this fall.

, iil, l' ,f::.:rt:ii.rrr-

!*

This brown fiarre chapei rras b<en made to get rid of the

the first Episcopal Church built little &apeI, built- nearly I.0.0

in Decatur-. It itands todav at- red:s ago' but so far the parish

tacLeil to the east side of the it 
""rbers 

have clung fiercelv to

pesent building on \l'est El- it as a fond.reminder of-blgone
iorado Srreet. 

"Aaemps har-e dr-tt. s /nl qf.r/a/is
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This l3th' century Gothic
sryle building of variegated red
sandstone wi's erEcted by the
St. John's congregation in I890,
St. ]ohn's Church rvas the first

buildins in Decatur to bear the
Christi# cross in public view
and the first celebration of
Christmas as a holy dav was by
the Anglican communit-rr.

Sl. John's Episcopol Church Hos Cenlenniol

m
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St. "Eohn's Renovated
Rededication, Blessing Scheduled

i A $aoo,ooo consiruction and
I renovation projecir has been

lcompieted at St. John's Elisco

4natfnycu' The remodeled ciiurch rrili be
reCeCicated and the new parish

{ hall and sancruan' will be
: biessed at the g:30 a.m. servieeSurday. I

i 
t*.' *,. Rev.' Albert A-i

i Ctambbrs, Episcopal bishop of I

Springfield, will preside at the I

l$e.1,rce. I

,[e riave.11q .ry.!11.r,ry 
1

church have beeo replastered
and painted. There is , new
lighting in the church and a new
drapery behind the altar.

Decoratbg \?as cione by
Schanbacher & Son of Spring-
field, a firm rshich specializes in
decoratirg churches,

Three buiidings s-ere razed for
the construction of a 7.C'()o-

square-foot parish ha1I and
elci sier.

Tiel' were trro houses on
Norr*h Cnurch Street and the old
church building,

Tf;e church now has a new
east q,a11, and the entire area
has been air conditioned

The nerv parish hall, has a
iounge, guild and chcir rooms,
nursery .and classrooms. Thel
new cloister changes the en-
trance to the church,

Landscaping is now beingl
done.

The project was begun in No.,
vember,1969. George A. Albers,
formerly with Spangler, Bea)I,
Salogga, Bradtey and Albers,
rvas the architcct. General con-
tractor was A. F. Krall Con-
struction Co., Inc.
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