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DECATUR, ILLINOISTEE tr.EAGI'E OF WOMM{ VOIERS OT

BY . IAWS

AR Ic{,E T

Sec. 1. Tbe name of thls organlzatton sbaLl be the league of Women Voters of
Decatur, Illlnots. Thts local League ts an lntegral part, of tbo League of Women
Voters of the Untted States and of the League of Women Voters of lllinots.

ABTICI,E TI
P4rpose antl Pcii-lcy

Sec. I. Purlose. Tho Purpose of the Loague of Wouen Voters of Decatur,
Illinots, shatffiJ-fi promote poLtttcat re"ponsibtllty through tnformed and. acttve
particlpatton of cltizens 1n govornnent.

Sec. 2. Lo11cy. The League of Womon Voters of Decatr:r, fIllnols, uay take
actlon on locaL governmentaL measures and poltctos ln the pub}lc tnterest in con-
fornlty wlth tbe Prtnctples of the League of Womon Votors of the Unltecl, States.
It shall not support or oppose any polttlca} party or candld.ates.

ARI'TCI,E III
lbmbershtp

Sec. L. Ucg_9-onBoggd. The Membershlp of tbe League of Women Voters of
Decatur shall 6e conposelot vottng uembers and. assoclate uembers. trny person wbo
subscrtbes to the Burpose antl pollcy of the League shaU be e3-tgible for uembershlp.

Sec. 2. Tmes of Membershtp

a) Votlng mombers sball bo women citlzens of votlng age.
b) Assoclate menbers shall be alL other merobors.

ABTTCLE IV
3oard. of Dlrectors

Sec. 1. l{umber. l,tranner of Se}ectlon and Term of Offico. Tho Board of
Dtrectors shaLl constst of the offlcere of the Leaguerstx eleeted. Dtrectors and- not
more than stx appotntetl Directors, lhree of the elected. Dtrectors shall be olected.
by the generaL membershtp at each gnnlGtttteettng and. sha1l servo for a term of two
years, or untll thetr successors have been elected and. qualtftod. The olocted.
meubers shaU appoint such attalltlonaL Dtrectors, not excoed.lng 91xr as tbey d.eoa
neeessary to carry on the work of tho Leaguo. The terms of office of the appotntetl
Dlrectors shaLl be ono ye?r_and sha}l exptre l
*{a€*eg;{/{ *f..r,, =," A-"1 ,.i' ,r:-"' ,

See. 2. Qual-lftcatlons. No person shaIl be elected. or appotnted or shall
contlnue to serve as an offtcer or d.lrector of thts organizatlon unloss she ts a
vottng ueuber of the League of Women Voters of Decatur.

Sec . 3. Vaggunctes . Any vacancy occurrtng tn the Board. of DLrectors by reason
of the resignatlon, d"eatb or d.isquallflcatton of an offlcer or elected member nay
be ftlLed., untll the next Annual Meettng, by a uaJortty vote of the renaintng
meu.bers of the Boaril of Dtrectors. Three consecutlve absences from a Board. meoting
of any uember without a vartd res,son shall be d.eemed a roslgnatton.
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Sec. l+. Po$ers and Duties. The Board of Dtrectors shall havs full chargo of
the property and. business of the organtzatton, wlth fulL power and authorlty to
manage ancl cond.uct same, subJect to the lnstructions of tho genoral nembershlp.
It shall plan and. dtrect tho work necessary to carry out tho Program as ad-oBted. by
the national Convention, the state Conventlon and. the Annual Moettng. ?he Board.
shall create ancl d.esignate such spectal comittees as lt uay tleeu necessary.

Sec. 1. Meetings. There shaIl be at least nlne regular ueetlngs of tho Board.
of Dlrectors annuaL\r. The prestd.ent uay call spectal ueettngs of tho Board. of
Dlrectors and. shaLl call a speclal ueettng upon the wrttten request of flve uembors
of the Board..

Sec. 1. Quorum. A mJorlty of the rnembers of the }oarcl of Dlrectors shall
constLtute a quorum.

A]TTTCI,E V
Offtcers

Sec. 1. Enuneratl.on aad Electlon of Offlcers. Tbe Officers of the League
of Womon Yoters of Decatr.r, I11lnols, shall be a Presld.ent, a ftrst Ylce Preslclent,
a gocond. Vtco Prestd.ent, a Secretary, and a Treasurer vho shal} be electetl for torus !
of two years by the general aeabershlp at aa Annua1 Meettng aad take office {me'*t-l{ i-'

'd*ty. The Prestdent, the First Vlce Presfulont and the SecretarT shall be elected. i'
ln od.d.-numbered. years. The second. Ytce Presld.ent and the Treesurer sball be elected. .:

tn even-numbered. years.

it

See. 2. !!C Pfeet{e4t. The Prestrlent shall presld.e at all Meetlngs of tho
organtzatlon and of the Board. of Dlrectors. Sbe m'y, ta the abseace or dtsablllty
of the Treasurer, stgn or endorse checks, drafts and notos. She shall be, ex
offlclo, a nembor of aII conrmlttees ercept the Noulnatlng Comlttee. She shall
havo such usual pcffors of supervlston anrl na.oageuent as ua5r pertala to the offteo
of the Prestclent and. perform such other d.uttes as tray be cleslgnated. by tha Board..

Sec. 3. The Ylce Prestrlent. The two Vlce Prosld.ents, ln the order of thelr
rank, shall, tn the ovent of dbsenco, dtsabtllty or tleath of the Prestd.ont, possess
all the powers and. perform aLl the d.utles of tbat office, untll such tlme as the
Board of Dlrectors shal-l olect ono of 1ts reabers to fllL the vacancy. The Ylce
Presidents shall porform such other dutles as the Prestdent and. Board. nay d.eelgaate. . ,*I-iol .{1' ..,," " 

^r'r' I '{-

sec. 4. Tho secretary. The secrotary shall keep mtnutas of ,fii-.p es or e1.i.{.,
the Board. of Dtrectors. *p1leiatea--suls++t*tes -eha*&..keep..alnute*-sf,'other.-"nset*ngs -,'-....-n..,);"**
om*e-+eague. The Seeretary shall- aotlfy all 0fflcers and Dlrectors of tbetr
electton. She shalL stgn, wtth the Presldent, aL1 contracts and other lnstruments
whon so authorlzed. by the Boarcl and sha].l perform such otber functtons as rnay be
incldent to her offtce.

Sec. 5. The fTeasurer. Tho Treasllrer sba}I collect and. recelve all moneys
due. She shall be the custod.ian of those moneys, shall d.eposlt them tn a bank d.e-
signatotl by the Board. of Dlrectors, aad. shall d.lsbr.rrse tho same only upon ord.er of
the 3oard.. She shall Bresent statements to the Board at thetr regular ueetlngs
and an annual report to the Annual Meetlng. The books shall bo aud.ltod. annually
by an aud.ltor approved. by the Board..

ARTTCI,E YI
FtnaaclaL Ad.mtnts tratton

Soc. t. Ftqc_al Year. The flscaL year of tho League of Womea Voters of
Deeatur, rffrnofll-ffiII-counence on tho ftrst d.ay of eprrt each year.

l,q



Sec. 2. Dues. Annual tlues of tr'ive DoIIars (:.OO) shall be payab)-e Aprtl
ftrst. Any uember who fails to pay her dues vtthln slx months after they become
payable shalI be tlroppetl from the nembersbtp rol1s.

Sec. 3. Butleet. e bud.get for the ensutng year shalL be submlttatl by the
Board. of Dlrectors to the ennual Meettng for acloptlon. The budget shall incluile
support for the work of the League as a who1e.

Sec. l+. aq4$-9grm1!tee.. A Sudget Coruolttee shal-l be appolntad by the Boarcl
ofDtrectorsaffipr1ortothoAanua1.Meet1ngtLprepareabud.get)
for the ensulng year. The proposia tuaget shalt be sent to alL rnombers ffi--uonth ," 1

beforo the AnnuaL Meettng. The Treasurer shaLl not be eI-lgtbI-e to serve as chalr-
uan of the Buclget Comtttee.

ARIICI,E VTT
Meettngs

Sec. 1. Membershlp I'betlnas. There shall bo at least tbree neetings of the
membershlp each year. Ttme and pl,ace shall be iletertolned. by the Board of
Dlrectors.

Sec. 2. ee:rggl Meg!}ng. A:r ennual Meetlng shall be held. ia March, the exact
d.atetoteaetffi@Board.ofD1rectors.TheAnrrual!,1eet1rrgshau

a) ad.opt a local Program for the ensuing year
b) eleet offtcers and. d.irectors, mercbers of the Noalnatlng Comltteo
c) ad.opt an ad.equate budget, aad
d) transact such other bustness as IBJr properly corno before 1t.

Sec. 3. Quorum. Twenty-tuo members sha1l constttute a quorum at aII meetlngs
of the League of Wouen Voters of Decatur, Illlnols.

AETICI,E VIII
Nomlnatlons and Elocttons

Sec. 1. Noulnatlng Comttteg. TbE Nomlnatlng Com.ittee shall constst of
flve members, two of whom shaLl be aembers of the Board. of Dlrectors. The Cha,lrman
and two uembers, who shaLl not be members of the Board, shall be electetl at tbe
Annual Meetlng. I[omlnatlons for theso offlces shal]. be rnad.e by tbe current Noml-
natlng Comttttee. The other members shaIl bo appolnted. by tbe Boartt of Dtrectors
tmod.tatoly followtng the Annual Meetlng. Any vacancy on the l{oulrrattng Comlttee
shall bo flLlod. by the Board. of Dtrectors. Sug8ostlons for nominattons for
0fflcers and. Dtrectors nay be eent to thts Coil,r,rittee by any vottng member.

Sec. 2. Roport of lfomtEattE$ Comnlttee and. Nonlr-ratlons frm the tr'Ioor.
The report of the Noalnatlng Comlttoe of tts nomlnatlons for Offlcers, Dlrectors,
aad- the mombors of the succeed.tng Nonlnattng Comlttee shall be sent to all membors f; -'-':'t *

ed;de$h before the d.ate of the Anrnral Meetlng. The report of the Nomlnatlng
Connlttee shall bo Broeented. to tho Annua} l,teettng. Imned.lately follor^rtng the pre-
sentatton of thls roport, nomtnattons aay bo nade from the floor by any votlng
membor provtdecl the consent of tho nomtneo shall have been eecured.

Soc' 3. Electlong. Theelectlon sha}} be by bal)-ot, provld.ed. that whon there
1s but one nomlnee for each offlce, the secretary uay be lnstructedto cast the
baLlot for every noatn6e. A- naJortty of those qualtfled. to vote and votlng shall
constituto an electlon. Absentee or prorqy votlng ghaLl not bo perntttecl.
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ARTTCIJ IX
Progran

Sec. 1. Authorization. Tbe governnental prtnclples ad.opted. by the nattoaal
Convention, and supported by the Loague as a whole, constf.tute tbe authorizatlon
for the arloptlon of Program.

Sec. 2. Program. The Program of the Loague of WonenVoters of Decatur,
fl1lnols, shaI1 conslst of Cument Agenda and Conttnutng Responslbtlttles as here-
lnafter cleflned..

a) The Curuent Agend.a shall constst of such current local govern-
montal lssues as the uembersblp shaU choose for concerted. actlon

b) The Continutng Responslblllttes shaLL constst of those posltlons
on local Bovefilmenta1 lssues to whtch the League of Wouon Voters
of Deeatur has gtven su.stalned. attentlon a^nd on rhtch tt may
conttnue to act.

Sec. 3. The Annual Meetlng shall act upon the Progra,m r:slng the follorrlng
proced.ures:

a) The Soartl of Dlrectors shall conslder the recomondatlons sent
ln by the votlng members two months prlor to the Annua,l Meetlng

b) Tho Proposed. Progra.m shall be eent to atl ,"*ur"J' rrt-:''t 
t" t"'

before the Annual Meetlng.

") A nnJortty vote of vottng members prosent arrd. votlng at the
AnnuaL Meetlng sha[ be reqrrlred. for adoptlon of SubJocts tn
the Proposed. lrogram as presented. to tbe Annual Meetlng by
the Board. of Dlrectors.

d) Beconmend.atlons for Progran subalttetl by vottng mombors tno
months prior to the Annual Meetlng but not recormencletl by
the Board. of Dlrectors meX be constd,ered by the Annua1
Meotlng provtded. that : (f) tne AnnuaL Meettng sha1l order
conslderatlon oy a uaJorlty vote ana (a) the Annua1 ibotlng
shall ad.opt the ltea. by a tr,,ro-thtrds voto.

e) Changes tn the Prograu, ln the caso of aLtorod. condtttons,
rnay be made provtd.ed that: (1) tnforuation concernlng tho
proposed changes has beon sent to all uembers at least tro
weeks prlor to a genoral- membership moetlng at whlch the
chango 1s to bo d.iscussed., and. (a) ffnaf aetlon by the
aemborshtp 1s taken at a suceeedtng moetlng.

Sec. 4. Ueubgflgllon. Membors uay act tn the na,me of tbe League of Women
Voters onty *,rnEi-ErffiffiT to do so by ihe proper Board. of Dlreetors.

ARTICI,E X
Natlonal Conventlon, State Conventlon and. Cor:nct1

Soc. 1. Natlonal Convontl.on. The 3oard. of Dlrectors at a meettng before tho
d.ate on uhlch the naaes of d.elegates must be sent to the natlonaL offlce shaLL
select d.elegatos to that Conventlon ln the number alLotted. by League of Wouen Voters
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of Decatur, Illtnots, under ttre provlslons of the By-Iaws of the League of Women

Yoters of tlte Unlted States.

Sec. 2. State Convention. The Soard of Dtrectors at a aoetlng before the
dateonwh1ehffigatesmustbesonttothostateofflcoshaI}se1ect
delegates to that Conventlon ta the numbor aBotted. the League of llomen Voterd of
Decatur, IlLtnols, und.er tbe provtslons of the By-Iaws of the League of Woaon

Yoters of llltnots.

Sec. 3. State Couqcll. the Prosldent oX her
the State Counctl"t{-rlr., . *.;., -'T', " iii ' ' u,i
t'rl

pr_exy sha1l be the delegate to
...

, A.RTIC],E XI
ParLla,mentary Authortty

Sec. L. Parllamentary Aulhorlty. The rulos corrtalnod- ln Roberts Rules of
Ord.or Revtsed. shall govern {he oiganlzatlon ln all cases to vhtch they are appllc-
able and. i.n wblch they are not tnconststeat vlth these By-Lave.

ARTICI,E XII
Aaentlmeats

Sec. 1. Ag?pdnonts. The By-laws eay bo anended by a tno-thlrd.s vote of the
votlng mernbers presont and votlng at tbe Annual Meetlng, provld.ed the aaendments
were subuittett to the membershtp 1n wrlttng at least one -montb 1n advance of the
meetlng.



MRS.EZRA LEVIN PRESTDENT

LEAGUE OF \^/OMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS ' 67 EAST MADISON STREET ' CHICAGO g. ILLINOIS . CE 6.03T5

FeL,rua-; o, Lgc+

- .rs . Ti.cr:ias I . llur st
2C95 \1. Sunset Avenue
lecatur, Il}inois
'itc:-- l.n. 1-lrrc* .

Thani; Jrou for .vr. llng reaaic.:a--:,'cui'ccr-si:e:'ea ch=a;es ir,'c;i1aws. For conven-
ience, I i:5oj.C +-o r.;--ibrr.-.lr aJ-:-,.;::s a3cc:':.t-u._;o ihe.fcu:'paralra:::s of "'c,-:rr.,ir--'-..;---: ^:: htr-th,j;;i.:f _-S:-.i:_...5 * |:L! L:--:: 

"-

-\1) ff .'ou lollo:r i;it-:r,a- rs r=:_;.s--, .-.'J: i-.=::l -:ar be;ir-s ,*,:r'il l. Tec.ln'ce.ll-.r
ycur amual- neeling si-rcuia:a:e:Iace ::jo:= --irai ii::ie. (S== j'.i'';l-=r expl-ana-
tion under 4.) Sta:ca:"c. I.-la-,;s: c._.'ci ;.---c-: i a:clost, ca] 1 fc:" --,;o Laies
betireen rr,rhich the re e'u:-n: =:::i'* :e =l-r -..-e e:.laci aaie --o -ce ;e+.ei--:::tee b;r
the Eoard.. ,.ore ani -,rcre, i::::-:s -'e -::'1 ::r. r,h=ir ar:nual -'r:i:-::;s -:.'-arch
lgiih a bylalrs pr-c-risicn reaj'nq !r:s-,:.;ee:- --a:'c: 15 a::c Apni l5tt -'L:tus :ivine
sone leeway.

2) It is acceptable to drv'ioe i,:,e 3tl::=: --=..,:.:t.:, navin; .yoara: aicr-.,on, .li-
laws ani budEet at one;ietL:-:; a:-c. =-ea---:--s:-: a su!s?cI.er:-. -t=e-u:.itll :u*.'r,he
Ii;ring of ihe tr+c meeiiry:s l,.oulc :e --.'i.r',,:--,. ($ee +.)

3) The important rule to observe re ].:sc-,c:s is --i3... ihe nueber ap:ointeC roes not
exceed the nunber elected. ,i,* +ri:e iar- S.::e J:::reni'ci:, S.are b;, lar:s -,;ere

aiaenri.ed lo read seven electec anl nc-- ::s :l-ar- seveu a-::o-if+,ed, ihus givlng us
the opporNwritl. of havi-ns a 1=;e: :c-tr -: s:-:' ke eli::a ihe n'a:acel's €ql:.al .
In otlre.i" words, :iart:n: -n l?:;, -.':.= S--a:: ::a:c. -.j- ;:ave 6 ciiicers plus
f electeo djrectors, r.ri*r,h a.rl:r n,.l:13: L: --J -:.i=ec-,ors ar:c:i!ee, -;ius eakrnE a
possible board size of 20 insieai oj ri= lE:i::--:-.-uei:;r c elected ar:c 6 ap-
po:nted before tG tylaws chan;e. Yc:r c;'.:rd ir,crease lhe possiole size of l.our
Boarci in the same rilarrner. Rene-:be:"r rliei'e -is no obiigaiion to atcornt the nax-
irnur: nu$.ber if thqr are\ not neec.ec.. (SeE i,ocal Leaders UanAtootc, page 7, Com-
posj-lion of the i-'oare. )

D Severai Leagres have asked thrs sa;.:e ques'uion. It has been poi::ted cu'u b], our
Farlianentar"ian thal strid,ly-spear<ing it, is illegal for officers anc cirectors
not to take office at the beginning of ihe fiscal year - in olr case, .rpril 1.
:.ccoi'ding to ,rthe booktr, terins e:pire ai the end of the fi-scal- Jrear and if nen-
i;r electecl persons do not take office j;::;;iedialely, the boarci uoulc be function-
ing i-:rpr'ocer1y. Ilorareverr on r}e S."eie 3oa:.d, thqJg"*6gfgg__?11!-gl 9f.fic-e continue
io serve after the elecli_on if thejr ,cortfolios require il. As an exai.rple, the
Clarr::an oi lcEislation always is o. t.. ;ob until ihe end of the Legisi-ative
seqcirn' lirsv'iss the Chajr;ran of tle Staie lten (or items). Slate CRs are often
inr,'clvedr ioo. There is an advantage to the new chairnan in that il can help her
'r,o beccme ori enledc



A*aia, referrin.,l to ti:e Siale Boarr_r., tlre nel,:l;r eleeteci offi_eers a:icr. directorsare introdirced to the ccnventi-on as soon as ilre results of the el-eqtion arelmo-,,rn. But tl-rey cio not necessa_rlIy have portfol_io assig:rnents at this t,i-te.so, technically they are insial-l-ed-and tiir-efore ha.,e taken offiee - but theirpreci.ecessors carry or: untir- a s;.r.coth chanSe*orrer has b,een nade.

As for" ciirectors appointec b;r a presicent no-L yet elected, the pace of thei,,rorki nakes it nccessary lc _lr-e'u.: pec;le 
".r1;. befcx.* 

"6*. other or.ga::jzation;i no< T'r^-; -;11"" t?i:, is sorrieih'in; not cr:l;,' evLr;i i.aau*, "nui eve-ry other organizat,ionae\.uo. ,+u,culh c.ef-nlte &ss.:::::::L. 
"*.r,"i_be::iade, ilr js generall;r iceor"n:tr'he'e onets talen+-s -rie, anc i:e ;resi_ieni_e1ect acts acccraingl;,, in li_ni,,!up her acpo:r:t:-lenr,s.

Tl-ris is a J-engthy letter, cu; :yia-n's are r;rportani and.-;iost guestions pertaininglo them cannot be anslrereci ::i & -i'.r-ol.e. or o-.,;,c. r ":usi; hope r r:ar* i:ecie ;lyself clear,anc have not coniused I'ou. Pl-ease ecntt l:csltaie *uo nrj-te if you need. clarifica-tion o:' if ;.3u have fu,:"th* c.uesiicns.

vvrlic'';,

-,, ,i, 7.,
.t1*/*- L [ {

L+) Conlinuec.

F.S. Shorr-lc- Jrou ,r.rish t?ore co.*.ies o.i rhe
fro;.r the liat. o:::l- of_fice.

-:s. --ar.shai-I 3. Schwi_rer
S,_i;s Or"ga:lz at:o n C]:a ir:ra::

Si=c=l -=;.1aus, llease otder t,hen



LEEGUE OF WCN,IEN VOTERS

Decatur, Iliinois

Jaatary 22, L951

Loague of I{omen Votera of Illinote
67 t,. Madieon $treet
Chlcago 2, Illinoie

Dear Fellow Leaguere:

Tho Eecatur League ie coneidering sor.e changes in our By-Iaws. Before goirlg
any further He would like tc kao* if they e.re accectable tc the state and
national Leagues.

Ie there any epecific sonth in which Arnual }leetings should be held? '#ith
3andidatee Heetinge usually the enC of l.larch we feel it alght te'oett:r for
ue to have our Aanua1 lieetin; in {,pri1 inetead of I'iareh. Doee a eo=cific
eonth have to nentioned in the 3y-).axe or can *.he EoarC decide?

Must the neu cfficere and Cirec*.cre tal:a clfice rlglt aitar teing eles'ued?
'r{e feel it xo rld be bet+u=rr ? -lc1 ro re ord=r17, less frustrating and scre
logical, for thec to take o3fi.ce e.fter t:e las+- reeting in ila1_g39n.i!r*s
known what ths 3As at all lezeLe r!11 Le, In crCer tc take oi6!/i?fdi'teing
electeC, Cirectorg are being appoiated t:.' Fresiier:t xho naentt EefelecteC
and who doeenrt kr,ou xhat portfclics +.he:= si11 ie until lccal aqenda is
aelected at snrre neeting election tak:s plaoe and'rli11 not kr.ox xhat etate
or national JAs xi 11 be ur',"i I af*.er cc:iy3n'u ion.

'You1d l-t be aceertalle *-c have elec+-!:: cf cfficers anC the eelect,ion of
lceal eenda at separate =eetings? Fro- their bu11etics ye fcunC that Cnacpaign
doee it that way.

HoulC it be poesitLa fcr us to aay3 txo :ore :p.oointed Directore when
necessary? Cur tsy-lawe norr ?rcvide t'=ere be six electsd Cirectore and not
core than six appointed directore. ?hat ro,:ld make eleven elected board memberts,

.countins the five officare, anC eight a.cpointed board aerbere at times.

r-e aopreciate your aCvieing us on these ehanges. Do you know of 6ther Leaguee
having By-larie sin:l1ar to our oroDos3d changes with whon we could correeponC?

fhank you for your help.

Tery sincerely yours,

Ifre. Thonae L. Hurst
Second ilice Prestdent
2C?, W. Sunset Avenue
Decaturr Illlnois



LEAGUE OF VVOMEN VOTER5 OF ILLTNOIS . 57 E. MAE,ISON STREET . CHIGAGO, ILL.60503 . CE 6.03T5

trbbruary 6,1963

|,ks. fhomas L. ilurst
League of Women Yoters of Decair:r
2095 West Sunset Avenue
Decatur, IJ-linois

Dear l{rs. Hurst:

We receiveC your let',,er of January 22 regarding some
proposed changes in your bylaws. i a;n referring your letter to
l{rs. Marshall Schni:nmer, si:ate organlzation chairrnan.

In the meanti:ne, hcwe',rer, Jiou riay be interested il
seeing the bylaws of the Cha-npaign Ccunty League which ineorporates
some of the changes you suggest" Tha presiCent of the Champaign
County teague is lt{rso Nelson Leonard, 606 .+est indiana, [Jrbana,
fIlinois.

Sincerely,
'Jt .- 1

I {;-{. L r-- tL:-s-z,w-
I'{rs. Ezra levin
Presilent

IIL:cm

Transcribed in Mrs. Levints absence
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ApriI 1950*
I

Sec. 1. The name of this organizali"on shall be t,he League of Women Voters
of Champaign County. This local League is an integral part of the League of
Women Voters of the ljnlt,erl Stat,es anrl of the Leagrie of 1dr:men \/oters of Illinoi s

ABT]CLB II

Purpose and PoIicy

Sec. 1. Pr.rrpqjss. The purnose of the League of lnlomen Voters of Champalgn
Couflty shaI1 FTffiromote political responsiiif ftty through informe<l and'acLive
partlclpabion of citizens 1n government.

Sec. 2. loIlcy. The Leagr:e of \'Iomen Voters of Champaign County may take
action on localllo?r:rnmental measures and policies in the puUftc tntereit In
conformity wlth the Principles of the League of l,lomen Voters of the Unlted. States.
IL shall not support or opnose any politlcal party or candidate.

ABTICLE II]

Membership

Sec. 1. How Comrrosed-. The Membership of the League of ldomen Voters of
Champaign County shaIl be composed of voting members and associate members. Any
person who subscribes to the plrrpose and policy of the League shall be eligible
for membership.

Sec Z. fpes of memlersnip.
fb*@skrall be women citizens of voting are(b) Associate members shall be all other members.

ARTTCLN TV

Boarcl of Directors

Sec. 1. Nr.rmber, MaLner of Selection. Urrl Term of Office, The Board of
Directors shall consist of the of f icers of lhe League, f our elected. Directors,
all members of the local League who a.re members of the Board of Directors of the
League of I'iomen Voters of the llniLecl States or the Leaque of l'lomen l.roters of
I11inois, anrl chairmen of standinf commitlees. One-ha1f of the elected directors
sha11 be elected by i,he general membership at the general meetins nreced.lng the
Annual l4eeting, and sha.l 1 serve for a term of 2 t,ears or r,rntil their suceessors
have been. elected aird oua.l if ier1. The e l eotecl merqhrers of the Board sha11 meet
wlttrln Len da.ys after the election to anroint srroh adtlitional direcLors as are
need.ed to provide cha.irmen of stand in,o eomrni ltees. Tho terrn of of f ice of the
appointed directors shal-l be one yea,r and shal1 expire at the next Annual Meeting.
Each elected director sha.ll serve as a chairman of a standing committee.

The EXECIITIVTI COi,{IlITTlfii shall consist of the officers of the Leazue and may
incl ude the elected direcLors at the discre|ion of the Presiclent. The Executive
Commitlee may invite Lwo members of t;he League of Women Voters of Champaign
County to serve as honorary Directors. These honorary Directors sha11 be chosen
beca.use of lheir lon,q League service and und.ersLantling of League policies and
procedures. They shall serve in an advisory ca,pacily for one year, without
portfolio and withoul vote.

Sec. 2. Qfalfficq.t_rq4q. No person shall be elected or appointed or shall
continue to se-rve a^s-an mT1cer or d-irer:tor of this or$a,nlzation unless she is a

*
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voLing member of the League of l,lomen llolers of Champaign County. No holder of
a. politica.l off ice .or candiclate for a.polilj-ca,l. of'ficr,;, either a.t t;he prirna.ries
or a. rcgular election, sharr be a. member of the lloay.cl o Dj.rectors.

Sec. l. Vacanciqs. Any vacan.c"-v occr.rrring in t,he [Joa.rd of Directors by
reason of the resi6lna.tion, deaih, or disqualifical,ion of an officer or nembel: maybe f ill_ed, until lhe nexL eleclion, by a. ma jor.ity votr: of the remaining mernbers
of the Boa"rrl of Directors. Three conseci;tirre a.bsences f rom a Boarrl meeting r:f
any member withor.r t a. valirl reason sha1l be rleemed a resig;na'r.ion.

Sec. 4. IlQr^rers ancl Duties. The Boar.rl of Direci,ors sha1l have'f ul1 charge
of.thepropermftheor{,an1-Z"tion,r^lilhflrr11polvcrandauthori1,y
to ma.nage ancl cond,ucL sa.me, sub,ject lo the instrnctions of Lhe genr:ra1 member-
ship: It sha1l plan and rlirect the work necessar.,r to carry out the Program a,s
a.dopted. by the na.tional Conventio,r, the state C6nrrsnf i6n, a.nc1 the Annua.l Meebing.

-S*9.-1. MeQtingt. There sha.l I be at least nine regrrlar merrtings of the
Board" of Directors a.nnua.lly. The presirlent may cal-t special meetings of t,he
Boa.rd of Di::ectors and shal l call a soecial meetinr upon the written reoucst offive mernbers of the Iloa.rd.

Sec . 6 . Q.uor"r.iq. A ma j ority of the members of lhe Boarcl of Directors shal1
consLi Lrrte a quorun.

ARTTCI,]i V

Off i cers

^.. Sec.__1. EnumqrAtion a.nr1 lilec[ion of Officr:r,s. The Officers of Lhe League
of1Ioncn\/otcFs_esidcnt,a.l,'irstVi.r:e-,i)rcsicler.|',
a Second Vice-Presiclent, a Third Vice-I'resiilenl , a SecreLury, and a Trea.surer,
who shall be e,Lecterl for terms of lwo years by the general memberslrip a.1. lhe
genera.l -rneeting 1t_receclinrr the Annual Meeting ancl slrall La.l<e of,fice fbllovrinll the
Annual Meeti ng. The Presid,ent, the Seconrl Vice j,resic1ent a.nr1 the Secrelari. sha.l1be electerl in odcl-numbered- years. The First Vice-Presid.ent, the Thirrl Vice-Presirlent, ancl the Trea-st.trer sha-l1 be electeri in even-numbered. years. l'lo of f icershall serve f or more than t,wo slrccessivc t,erms in the same of f ice.

!." r 2. The l)resirlenN. The Presiclent sha1l preside at, all meetings of the
org,auza.tion anrl of the Board of Directors. She may, in the a.bsence or rlisabilit.yof the Treasllrer, sign or enclorse chechs, draf ts and not es. She s}-iel.l hc, ex
of f icio, a membcr of a.l1 committees except the lrlomina.ting CommilLee. She sha}l
have such ustral powers of superrvislon and mana.gement as,ma,y nertain. to t;tre ofliceof the Presidetrt anrl perform such othe:: rluties asl nay ire desiprnal;cd by the lloard.

. __S.?. l. Tlle llice=PresidenLs. Tlre \/ice-P::esirlents, in order of thelr::ank,
s19.11, in the errent of absence, disa.bi)ity, or rlea.lh ofl the IlresirlenN, possess
a,.1,1 the poruers and perf orm al1 the clr:ties of tha.l of f ice. In tlre event that no
one of the Vie e-Presidenls is abl e to serve in this capaoity, t,lre Bo,.r.rcl of
---irecNors shall e i,ect one of their memhers to f ill fhe rra.cancy. The \/ice-
Pr"esidents shall perform srrch other dr-rties as the Preslaent a.nrl l3oirrd may Oesigiata

Sec. 4. Secretirrlr. The Secreta.rv shal1 lreep minutes of a.ll general meetinEs
of the League-Enr1 of a.1l meetings of the Boarrl oi nireciors. She shall notify
all officers and Directors of their election. lihe shall sign, wi.th the ]rresirlent,
all conlracts a.nd otl'rer instruments when so a,uthori,zecl by the Board and shall
nerf orm such other f unctions a.s ma.y he incirlent to her of f ice.

Sec . 5 . Tlre -!['reasr:rer'" The 'Ireasurer s]ra.Il. col.1ect a.ncl- receive a-LI rnoneys
d.::e. She shal.l he the cr.tstodt-a.n of lhese moneys, sha.1)- d.eposil them in a l:a'nk
:esrsnated by the Boarcl of Directors, and shall' tlishr'lrse the sa'mo on:]"y unon orcler
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of the Board. She sha.Il be bonded in 1,he amounl t o be delernined by Lhq Board.
Sh.e shall Dresent stalemr,.irts to the Borrd a,t their reg1rla.r meetings and a.n
annual report No thr-: Ann.na.l ttee ting.

ARTTCL]] VI

Financ ia.l Aclmini strat i. on

Sec. I. ltiscal lear. The fiscal yea.r of the Leagrre of t,'lomen Vot,ers of
Champaign Corinty sha.l-l commence the first day of April in each year.

Sec. 2. Pr.res. Annual dues of $|il.OO for votinfl and associate mernbers sltall
bre payatrle April first. Any member vrho fails to pa.y her d"nes by December 1of
tha.t year shall he dropperl from the membership ro1ls. Dues for nev,l members
joinlng after Febrr.ra.ry I sha11 he credited to the coming year.

Sec. l. Budget. A brrrlgel for the ensrrin,.S year shall be subnitted. by the
Board of Directors to the Annr;al l{eetln,q for atloption. The brrdget sha.Il includ"e
support for the work of the Leagu.e as a l^r],..ole. A coDy of the oroposeri- btirlreL
sha.ll be sent to each member at feast ten da;rs befol'e the Annual lrteeting.

Sec. 4. Burlget Comniittee, A budget comnittee sha1l be appointed by the
Board of Directors at least two rno.rths prior to tlre Annua] Ivleeting to DreDare a
br.:dget for the ensrring )rear. The Treasurer shal1 not be eliqible to serve es
cha irma.n of the Ili.rrlr{et Commit tee.

Sec " 5, A::d;!lng_ Conmr ttee. An a,rditin,{ comnitf ee sha.l
the Board of Di-rectors at least
committee shall a.udit lhe boolrs

ARTI C],F]

lvleet i ngs

one month before the Annt-ta.l
of the Tlreasr.lrer a.nd renort

V]I

Sec. 1, Mefl:ershi_n lileetings. There
Genera.l T''l emf sp:.ftin r:ach year. 'llime and
of Direcfors.

shall be at least seven rneetinr:s of the
place shal1 be deterrqinerl by the Board.

Sec. 2. Annr;al lleeting, An annua]. meeting sha11 be held between A'rril 1
and May 10, the exa.ct da.t,e to be dr:terminecl by the Board. of Directors. The
annual mectirg shal1

a) Adopt a Local Program for Llre ensu.ing year,
b) Adopt an ad-ertuate budset.
c) Transact such other business as may l)roperly come before it.

1 be anpointed by
Meetins. This
to the Annrra.l l'1eeting.

Sec. J. Quonim. Ten per cent of
ouorum a"t all gene;ral meeti"ng;s of the

ANT]CLE \I1I1

the General Membership sha11 ccnstitute a
Leagrre of llomcn Voters of Chamoaign County.

Nominations and Illecti ons

Sec . 1. Nomina.t;infl *Q_gru_1_tlgg. The l'.f oninatinSl Committee shall consi st of
five members, lr+o of whom sha}} be members of lhe Bo,ard of Directors. The
Chairman a.nd two menhers, r^rho sha-[.] not he members of the Boa.rd cltrrins their term
of of f ice, shall tre rrominated. hy tlre ]Jomin.ating Comrnit,tee ancl el.ected at the
genera.l meeting nreceding the Annr:a1 tleeling and sltal.l serve fo" r.rno vear. The
otl-er tlro rnembers of the lrlcrninating Conr',i1-tee, who shal 1 be rnernbers of t,t'e lloa.rd
of Directors a.t bhr-. time of t?-reir atrpointmenl,s i:Lnd d,rtring Lheir terrn of of f ice,
shalt be apnointerl by the Boa.rd. of Directors not l.ater tha.n lsix nonths folJ-otvinq



.rrticle 1,rITT Contr .

ihe rtnnual l,leeting ancl shall serve r_rntil tlrsy ma.}<e their report af the genera.l
neeting preceding lhe 'Annrra.l i'leeting. Any viaoa.ncy on the NbminaLing committee
shall be f ilIerl by the Roa,rd of Dir"ect,ors. The r:ira.irma.n of the lJopina.ti-ng
Connittee, whil-e ttoL a. mernber of the Boa,rcl of Directors, sha}l be expecteii to
altenC boa.rrl mcelings a.s an observer. Suggestions for nomina.tions for officers,
Cirectors, anrl members of the nomina.ting oommittee rntrlr l:e sent to lhe llominating
Cornnittee by any membc;r.

Sec. ?. Eeperl.. of tle ]{ominating _Comnillee and l'lominations from t_he F1oor.
The report of ors,
and the membero of the sr,:cceeding llomlna.ting Comnittee shall he senl lo at1
members at I east t_g.1-d.af s bef ore the clate of the genera.] menting prececling the
Annua,l Meeting. Tlie renort of lhe Nomina.ting Comr,rittee sha.1l be presentecl at the
qeneral meeting nrecerjinr the Annua.l l,leeting. Imrnedi,,,lely folloiniing the presen-
lation of this reporl, norninelions ma1,r be marje from the floor by a.n1r voti-ng
|nembor nrorri d ed. tlre cnnsent of the moninee sha.l l have been secrrred.

. Sec. j. Illnctions. The eleclions shalI t,e by ha'r-lot, provirl-erl that w).en
there is trr.rt one nr:minee f or ee,ch olf iee, the secretn.ry may he instrrrcterl to
ca.st l1're ba,l.lot for every nominer:. A majorj.ty irote of 'bhose oudlifierl to vofe
anci votinfl sha.ll cnnstitrrte an e l-eclion. Absenlee or proxy votinq sl,ral.l not be
oermitted.

ABT]CI,E ]X

Program

Sec. 1. Aul,horization. The governrnental principles arlopteci by the l,lalional
ConvenLi.on, atrOTffif,orterf by the ileague a,s a r^rhole, to.r"litute the arrthorizabion
f or tlre ad.option r:f the Progr:an.

Sec. 2. PrQEram. The Program consists of tlre local governnenta.l rnea- 1ires
anrl policies on which the League of lJomen Voters of Cha.mprign County may tal<e
acLion. The Ctrt'rent At,end.a and Continrr.ing Responslbltities as hereinafter
defined consti-Lute l,he Program.

Sec. l. Crrrr:ent Agenrla. The Currenl Agenda. shal1 be lir1itec1 lo suclr local
governmental issues as lhe rnembership shal1 choose for action in Llre f.ollowing
nanner:

(a) The Boarrl of Directors shal-l consider the recommendations sent
in 1r.''r the members one month nrior to the Annua.I Meeting and. shall- fnrmulnte a
?ronosed Currenl Agenda.

(t) The Proposerl Crlrrent Age;rda skrall be sent to a.11 merqbers ten
da:rs before the Annlral Meeting.

(c ) A ma.1orit1, vote of voting rnembers present ard voting at the
-{nnrrs l 14eelinr sha.l I be recjuired for a,dontion of suh,lecls in tlr* n"onosed Cnrrent
Aqenda a,s nresenled ln tlre Anrira.l 11 eeting by the llo:rrd of Di-reclors,

(a) Becomnenda.tions f or Crrrrent Agcntla srrbrqitted by rqembers one
ronth pric,r tn the Annua.l- I'ieeting hrrt not reconmencled by the Boa,rd of Dir"ectors
me..,. be cons idered b:, Lhe Annua.l lieeling provid ec1 tlra t : ( f ) th.e Annt;a 1 Ueeting
siP-,l I order consiriera.tion by a ma.iori-iy rrote and (2.) the Annua.l lleeting sha.l1
ed onf the itern b.y a t vro-ihirc1s votc.

(e) Changes rn the Current Agend-a, in lhe case of al.tererl
:onCitions, ffiBy be rnarie provirierl that: (f ) inf orma.tion abor-rL each proposed c1r:1na"
r:-as'been sent to a.ll members at lea.st ten da;;s prior: to the general membershin
neating at rrrhicl'i the cha.n..re is fo be ri,iscusserL, a.nd. (2) it is annroverl a.t a
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suCceerl inq meoting bli two-tl,rirrls of tl,e members votiirfr on the iLem. At ;the
discretion of the Roarrl, signeri, ntrileri bal.lots ma.lr be count,ed urj.tlr lhose cast
aL the meeting,

Scc. 4" CoIt,imrlnl1 Bespo!sibi1ili.es., Conlinr,rinr! Ilesponsibi,l il,ies slral1 be
thosepoSitiosi-,estov+Ltjr:ht],reI'ea,Eueo.ltrJomenVoters
of Clra,mpa.ign Counl,y l^ras 61iven sustained attenlion, anrl on whicl,r i I may continue
to a.ct.

(a) The Continr;ing liesponsibililies may be amended by a majority
vote of any Annulll l'{er:ting proviclert notice of t,he prooosed cha.nges'shetl1 have been
sent b1r the Boarrl of Directors to all members len c1ays before, the Annuarl lleeting.

(n) fne Annual l'leeting may a.ct upon arlr chanfle pl:oposerj by a member
1f sr.rch cha.nge has been sent to the Boarcl of Directors tr,vo monLhi nrior tq the
Annual.Meeting but has not been recommenderi b.1r the Boarrl of Directors, proviclerl
that: (f ) the Anntra..L Meeting shall orclr:r consitlera.tion by a. ma.jority vote, a.nd.
( Z ) 'ttre Anntral l4eetinq sha ll adont tl-re it,em by a tlo-thlrcis vote.

(c) Iivery six years the Board shaff revierr tlre Continrjiylg Resr;onsi-
bi lities and subrn j-t to the menbers it s recnmrrlenda.tions f or keeping the Continuing
Responsrbil ities cttrrent, r.lsing the rcsula.r nrocerlure for a.me,rdment outlinecl in(a) a.nd (b) of this secti on.

Sec. 5. l{e.Irher. Action. I{embers rnay a.e t in 1,}re narne cf Lhe Lea.,,1rre; of l,lomen
Voters only rnrhen ar:thorized to r1o so htr t.l,re profrcr l]oard of Directoy,s.

ARIf I OI,Il X

NaLional Convention, State Convention anri Council

Sec. 1. National Conrrention. The Boa,rrl of Directors at l-ea.st one monthbeforetl..eCoffigueoflIonr.,nVobersoftheU"it"oSi;,i.,;s1'la1]'
e-lect 9,elerates to tha.t oonrrention in the nLrrnber al1oLter1 to the lieirSlle ofI"'lomen \Ioters of - Cha.mpa.i,qn County r-rnrler t he provisions of AIiTICLII X, Sec. tt. of the
By-La.ws of the leaflue of l,Iomen Voters,of the 1jniled States.

Sec. Z. !-lgl9-lonvention. The Board of Directors at least one monLh pre-
ceding the state convention shall efect delegr-rtes to that convention in the
number allotted to the League of trJe6si-1 Voters of Champ,:ign County rincler theprovisions of the b..r-lalrs of the Leagr-re of i,lomen Voters of Illinois.

Sec. 3. Ijtate Corrncil . The President or irei. nrox;1 .shall be the deler:rte
to the State Council r-rnd.er the nrovisions of the b.7-1arvs of the League of !,.i6p1gn

Voters of l11inois.

I\RTTC],E XI

Parliaire nLary ArrtLiori ty

Sec. 1. pafligmf.@. The nrles corta.incd in Robertrs
Ort1er,Reviser]_GlJ5TTffintzi,,,Ltonina,1lCa,Sestorqhielr.thelr
aplllica.ble arcl in urhj ch thclr are no'b inconsistenl r,rith i,lrr:se Ilv-Lo.i,rrs.

Eu re.s
' a-Te

AHIIICLE XII

Arnend,.nen l s

Sec . I. Amenrlrrl?nts . These llv-l,aws may be amenrled by a tivo-tlri.rtl s rrote ofl
the votins nernbers a.t the Anntra,.l l'1ectin4, nrovirJ ed llre amenrlments l^rcre s:irbrnil,ted"
to tlre mernhershio in r.rri1,t n{t, a.t, l.easl Len days in advance of 1,}re meeting.


