
Regi-s',er of 01d -Buildings
Macon County i{istorical- Coo::Llna+"I-ng Couneil

$]1}gs 100 N. 'hlater S'u.
Northeast eorner ci
Legal descripiio;i:

Date of

Ilane of ori-ginal- o;fller:

known as
Addition.

J ana J6l

1,.:iiikin

Historyl

1. The 100 Ii. Hat,er Stre=t arir:ess ;as -,::t ili--r: ic:a'"ict oi tire
bank startel by Janes i{iliikin 1:: -3.:-.
- First, in 1860, on l{erchant S-Lree?.
- Second, in 1864, on E. Main, easi oi :ie a1€ Florehcuse anl

i,le11s tsuild1ng, now the lllincis Poxer 3ui1ding.
- Third, in 1880, at 100 N. ,llaier, brl'u not in the builoinS ce-

ing described.
- Fourth, in 1894 and 1895 on S. i',iater Street, a part of the

time next door to the olct Powers Opera i{ouse, while the
building belng described. was unCer construction.

- Flfth, in January, 18!6, the l,lillikin Building being de-
scri-bed..

2, "The first major alterations mad.e by 'uhe bank on the present
bullding came in 1909 after the death of l{r. Millikin. At that
time the property adjoining the l,lil1tkln Suilding to the east,
r+hleh was formerly occupied" by the Decatur Herald Conpany was
purchased by the Mil1lkin estate. It was 88 by 25 feet, and flve
stories high,"

From 80 Years of Banking,
-1E6- Dirl.

.lH-ited by 0. T. Banton
The i'til1ikin National Bank

of Decatur, 1P40.

3, See articles attached from which such quotatlons camel
a - "The building has long been clted as one of the finest

exanples of terra-eotta in the state."
Deeatur Diary - Th"_ Dgeatur Review, Novemberl5, L970.

Present oxnerr lst i'Iational Bank of Decatur.



l{istqry Coqli.Luq{r

3, b. "In January, :3]: --i:: -cank no'r+1 :nic iis new home, then
the most pre-'31-u13:= ::-::: :ui=:ing in d-ornstate 111in-
ois. tt

: Y 6t_ <

&: U=l UJ

Banking -

T. Banton, 1940.

oi

U.

4. In 1970 the Fril-ikin l{a--]:-:- ;.--::.cr'=i south across East Main
Street to a ieroielm. 3--a:1a=: llilc: -",1':iding (southeast corner
of ,last iiain ani iia:eri r :-':ia::::a --::" :encdeled structure I'1i111-
kln court. Ai tn:s *-j-pe l:: ri:s-- .'iar.icnal Bank of Decatur pur-
chased the i'iillilin iui.:1.6': i3; X, aa'Ler, leasing the first
four floors to th: neir Jcs:':=l-,;; Jo1l ege of Decatur. Roonson the
upper three floors ccn-r,1 nue --: be ieasei as office space.

5, The card in the lr,aeon Co,"rnr;.'-ssessclrs Office ind.icates that the
I{il1ikin Bui}liag has seven s-*c:les, a fu11 basement and LZJ roons.

6, See attachulents ior cthel inicrz:;ion.
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Plaque on the rear of the bullding at 100 N. irlater

Plcture taken by l1argaret M. Meyer, June 23rd", i-9?4
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100 N. Hater St.
L896

Pieture taken by i,iargaret M. Meyer
Jvne 23, L974

\L 'i

Lr

l



I

:>-

'r
=-t

L,-)- aI

B'ufi:

D

fl



s-
--/

f+'\
I-=:1iilffiffi

\IIt-LIliI\ I] \\Ii BL'II-I)IN(;.

-b.,9Laz-7-
..a.g- r'-,

,r l- I-
J,t c.-L-fL
--

i6?A

\
\

I
t'j\
:lr.:-ti;l
P. i'
r.

[]

:'--.
lt

il



DEEATUR HERALtr

'ffo"- i,*r,t'*7 /

W m-
j!:i...ri,1,*...;ffi :i

#;l ;,,,l'r**,

t&_. ,,quf

,, ,;H
,,,,,,.;s

i "']Iffis{ii-

ffi
- -.:i#::::-i

+: :::::,::.i:.:t:ii::i::ii.

iii!ilaiiiiii,

t' &lr:&l:il
,lffilit

:,:Si:ir

rE
#E

:f!

{

.,,,,:

FIRST NATIO\AL Bank of
Decatur last si-eek pulchased
the old lliliikin National Bank
building at 1i2 i'i. Water St.
The bank now owns ail the
propert,'- in the block which
fronts on Norih Water Street.

he c o c c .'e',_

The Millikin National Bank
buiiding was erected in 1895

and is a prime example of
terra cotta architecture.
Millikin National Bank moved
to its new quarters across the
street in late 1970.
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Decatur. Illinois, Sunrlav, Nortember 15, 1970
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The Millikin Building, now Millikin Court.

Decofur DiorY

t
i
*s

FineAlways a Example
By James !I Dedman 

1

The present home of thel

lvlillikin National Bank, soon to
be vacated when the move into
the new facilitY across the street
is completed, was once con-

sidered'to be the finest bank'
building in downstate II- 

i

linois. 
- 

i

James Xtiliikin, the founder,i
started his first bank in the old l

Failroad Bank Building on

I\Icrchant Street in 186'0. 
I

He started in the same '<Potl
where the Railroad tsank hadl
faited a short Period before. 

I

The sign on his door read

"James ltittitin, Banker." In
1883. he took J. Q. A' Odor into
partnershiP, and for a short
time the bank was known as

Millikin & Odor.
This partnershiP dissolved in

1865 and Jerome R. Gorin.
father of the late 0. B. Gorin,
became associated with tr[illikin
and the firm raas known as J"

Millikin & Co.
This name remained until 1897

when the bank was issued a na-

tional charter and became
knorpn as the Millikin National
Bank of Decatur.

In 1864, the bank moved to the

first door east of Morehouse & 
I

Wells on Eiast llain Street,,

wherethe Illinois Power Co. of.l
fices are todaY.

\ext the bank moved to tls
present site on East \lain and

Nclth \Yater streets. but not into
the present builcling. .{gain in
1891. it moi-ecj ro quarters on

South Main Street" in the Powers
Buildirg, while the old building
u'as being torn dorrn ani the
Dew one was constructed.

The new building svas leadl- in
1896. At that time, the main en-

trance was on East lIain
Street^

In 1909, the bank moved tem-
porarily to East .\Iain and State
itreets while the bank was being
enlarged. FinailY on Feb, 12.

tgtO, it returned to its Present
home.

TodaY, the bank is moving to

its new home on the southeast

corner of South ]'Iain and East
l{ain streets in what was the o1d,

Standard Office Building.
The buiiding. renamed

Miltikin Court' will have sPace

on upper floors ior 
"businesses

other than the banii otllces'
Miliikin National Bank has

onlv had five Presidents during

its iifetime. James X'Iillikin was 
i

oieiiclent untii his death in 1909' ,

6 
-sl 

dotin ',as President from

1909 to 193). nhen W, . R 
,

)lcGaughet became PresldtnL' i

McGaughey was at the helm
until 1953 when E. E. Joynt
became president.
ceeding Joynt.

Ray G. Livasy became presi-
dent in January, 1966, suc-

The bank has been remodeled
'several times through the
),ears.

In 1952, ornamental bal1s on
the top of the building R ere
removed as a safetl' measure
during an inspection of rhe
building.

The buiiding has
cited as one of the
amples of terra-cotta i.n :i:e
state.

iong btri
fines: er-

L/

C



Illinois, Sunday,

Fiist Nat

Nor,errlier 21, 1971

The First Naiional Bank of 1lu.ttleil said some remodelting bank. Bank officials were]
Decatur has purchased.the-oldinill be ccmpleted for prospec- reluctant to release thei
Ilillikin National Bank building l tive new tenants. purchase price.
from the James llillikin i "this acqusition reaffirms the ^ The building has been
estate. ]I,l .t \ational Bank's con- remodelled several times while

president John Lutti.erl :' ll: 
rlil;+f :i til: H3A'#;' .i:l *Ljti,$:1,,#i,1T,1:,.. 

*,.First Nationar Bank .i,9 :E i"o ir,.- i;iri";;;;;;v''.? .r'irrt lrui, Street but tharacquisition of the building ,|oI oecatur,; riiirett saia. entrance was used for onl1, onegi'es the First \ationa-l .1],:t 
- 

rr-r.-ii irai,ig,-..u.i.d in 189J, y,.r,:ii"til 18sr;when the presentthe propertl' on the biock_ ts:]:i ,, ;;; ;i ih; ?i"esr exampies of water street entrance wasWater Street bounded br Souti tu*, .otir-riehitectu.e in the,cut.Park and Est l{ain a,,..lt._.^,.,, ootrnriui.-r'.giin and has been In 19i2, ornamental spheres on

.:::,^'':11:igi*:o,l:: nourd,..i,ffi; ;i il;,t;;;; ",ii ti,"^'iap or the buldins werebe llsecl lo provlde Juture ex- histoiians for. 1.ears, removed as a safetl. *au.u..p1r:i[il b-115,111r.I11:-. 
" ^^ bu.rir. 

- 
.uirlor Lew Hogan during an inspecrion of rheLuIIrell sar0 tne orll_ 13: handled rhe tlansaction for -rhe 

buiJdi"ng.
more than doubled in size in the

Bank Buys

Mill;kin Buildins

The building rvas the home of
the bank from lBgJ until the
bank moved to newer quarters
in what is now knos'n as the
X{illikin Court building on Souih
Water Street.

First National Bank is also
purchasing thlee buildings ad-
jacent to the bank,

President Luttrell said
trtrrednesday he s,as in the final
stages of completing the
purchase of:

- 114 N. \{ater St., formerly
occupieri b1, Nicholson-Clark &
Co., insurance firm
i - 118 N. Water St,, Iormerly

t tast five years and the outlook r

for continued expansion and i

growth will necessitate the ari-
dition of banking and service
areas for customers.

Immediate plans for the
building include continuing 1o
provide leased office space.

occupied by P. H. Sproat & Co.,
realtors

- 120 N. Water St., I{ichl's
Cigar Store.

Michl's Cigar Store will con-
tinue at its present iocation
under a two-year lease from the
new owner.

The other two buiiding areas
will be available for lease as
soon as the deal is finalized,
Luttrell said.

The bank president said there
were no plans at this time to
renovate the present buildings
or for any immediate bank ex-
pansion into the structures.

b-.1
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