izgister of 0ld Buildings
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

Address: 357 wWest ITecatur - Fleur - de Lis.
5 Legal description:
Assessor's Subdivision of a part of the W 1/2 of SE
1/4 of Sec 15 Township 16 N. Range 2 East of 3rd PM.

W& adj N 232" & (Exc W 66-1/2 s, 215.8') of Lot 2.

Date of original construction: 1909,
1910 completion,

Name of original cwner: Charles G. Powers.

32-roce mansion.
Built a2t cost of between $85,000 and $100,000, in 1909-
1310, by Charles G. Powers,
Charlies G, Powers was the eldest
who came to Decatur in 1849,
acres of property by exchang
and draining. In 1889 QOria
‘ opera house, Hotel Orlando
opening ¥ebruary 17, 191c,
Sunizy Heraid and Review
July 8, 1973
Owners: 1909 - C Wars
dJ r cf Clav
1935 - J igl of re
1937 - J Ty
1939 - S

1953-1961 - jarvis occupied the home.
1965- Vernon uarvis Istate, in trust for five children,
1974~ Wayne and Gene Campbell,

Present owners: Wayne and Gene Campbell,




nt attached to cerd for 357 West !

; r (7/30/75).

[w]

Copper gutters ani io“nspouts.

Glagzed brick wa n X

Dining room - = a

Mahogany beans in -iving room.

Mahogany hand rails on main stair.

Znamel wainscote on main stairs,

Doors of mahogany o. ist and 2nd.

Recreation room on 3r3 floor - 1490 square feet,

4 car garage in bassnent.

One sectional door w/ auto opener,

Automatic elevator, basement to 3rd floor.

All porches and terraces - tile floor over brick arches turned
betwsen steel I beanms,

Front porch 24 x 18, has
stone caps

3ide pergola 7"x,~ th

Rear poreh, 2n:3 :103-, 40

Basement porch, cement f1

No swimming pocl.

-

?, 13 inch round, stone columns,
x 10°*,
's )

LV
oor 37 x 10' and 11 x 10',

~

2 stories - 13 rooms, brick foundation, brick exterior, central air
condltioning, mansard roof, medium pitch, tile roof, 2 open

porches, ui‘e-floored Kitchen, 4 bvaths, 1 half-bath,

Decatur in offlce of Decatur Townshi:

% 24 inch, round fluted columns w/ carved

ppev s



The Powers Mansion is one of Decatur's most distinctive homes,
Built in 1910 by a local architect, R. O. Rosen, it has many influ-
ences from the Columbian Exposition and the revival of Classical ar-
chitecture. The noms almost monumental in form, is elaborately sym-
metrical with clear articulated parts. The central projecting portico
clearly dominates the wings and terminal features, Characteristics of
the style include Ionic columns, bracketed eaves linteled and arched
windows and use of balconies., The structure is typically midwestern
because of its long over-hanging eaves, use of large blank spaces and
horizontal emphasis.

This hou

se is one of my favorites - very typical homes of the
upper middle cl

zss, and the stable condition before World War I,

(Bradford Cantrell wrote the above
about the Powers-Jarvis House, De-
cember, 1975)










BIOGRAPHICAL.

ORLANDO POWERS.

Among the eminent men of Illinois whose
life record forms an integral part of the
history of Decatur, Hon. Orlando Powers
was numbered. - In his death the city lost
one of its most progressive residents and
active and honorable business men, as well
as one whose influence was felt in marked
degree . along the line of intellectual and
moral ‘advancement. As the day, with its
morning of hope and promise, its noontide
of activity,di’ts' evening of completed and
successful ' efforts,” ending in the grateful
rest and quiet of the night, so was the life
of this honpred ~man. His career was a
long, busy and useful one, marked by the
utmost fidelity to'the duties of public and
private life, and ¢rowned with honors con-
ferred upon him in recognition of superior
merit. His name is inseparably interwoven
with the annals of Tllinois, with its best de-
velopment and its stable progress, and his
memory is. cherished as that of one who
made the world better for his having lived.

The life record of Orlando Powers began
on the 21st of May, 1812, near the village
of Charlton, Saratoga county, New York,
and his youth was that of the usual farm
boy who assists.in the operation of the
fields through the months of summer, while
in the winter seasons he pursues his edu-
cation in the common schools. It was in
that manner that Mr. Powers passed his
bovhood days until he reached the age_of
sixteen vears, when he started for Havana,
tba, in response to a request of his brother
lliam that Orlando should go to that
island and assist him in carrying on his

destined never to reach the port for which
he sailed, for that ship was wrecked in a
severe storm when it had been under way
for three days. The rescue of Mr. Powers
was almost marvelous. He and Captain
Tucker, who commanded the vessel, to-
gether with three of the sailors, drifted
upon the open sea for eleven days, clinging
to the disabled hulk, part of which was out
of water. They subsisted upon a scanty
supply of sea biscuit and raw potatoes and
a very short allowance of water. When
nearly famished because of lack of food and
almost crazed by want of drink, they were
picked up by a French brig hound for Bor-
deaux and eventually landed at I.a Rochelle,
whence they were taken on to Bordeaux
by land.” Mr. Powers had no money nor
clothing, save that which he wore, and was
even without®a hat, but found a kind friend
in an English gentleman who relieved his
immediate wants and cared for him until
opportunity came for him to return home.
Re-crossing the Atlantic he landed at New
York and through the assistance of business
acquaintances of his elder brother he was
enabled to promptly discharge the indebt-
edness which it had been necessary for him
to incur. He did not tarry long in the me-
tropolis, but proceeded at once by steamer
up the ITudson river to his home, where he
had been long mourned as dead. After vis-

iting his people he once more made an at-*

tempt to enter the business world, and this
time sailed from New York to Mobile, Ala-
bama.  For some time he remained in the
south, being engaged in business enter-

business there. Making his way to New
kL. Mr. Powers, of this review, took
passage upon the schooner Helen, but was

(165)

prises in Alabama and Mississippi in con-
nection with his brothers and brother-in-
law, Chauncey Wilkinson, during which
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time he conducted operations at Mobile,
Tuscaloosa, Prairie Bluff and Aberdeen, and
in 1849, on leaving the south, he took up
his abode in Decatur.

Mr. Powers had visited this city in 1847,
(;enrge

his mother and his two brother
and Samuel, having located here some years
before.  Being favorably impressed with
the embryvo city and its future prospects he
resolved to.ally his interests with the place,
and up to the time of his death remained a
continuous resident of Decatur from 1849
with the exception of a brief period of one
decade, which he passed in Jacksonville,
Illinois.  On locating in Decatur, Mr. Pow-
ers became identified with indlistrial inter-
ests as the owner of a saw and grist mill.
This he operated for a time and then em-
barked in commercial pursuits, establishing
a boot and shoe store. He became widely
known in business circles here and extended
his activity into many lines which proved
~of value to Decatur as well as a source of
profit to himself. For many years he was
the owner of the only set of abstract books
_in Macon county. In matters of business
- his judgment was always sound and rekliable
and while he was conservative to the point
of safety he was also progressive and quick

to note opportunities which come to all..

In the early years of his residence here he
" realized that Illinois was destined to be-
come a great and populous state because of
" the fertility of its soil, which offered splen-
did  opportunities to the agriculturist.
- Wisely he made investment in real estate,
acquiring large property interests, includ-
ing both farm lands and city realty. As the
years passed he improved and developed
his property and as he found good oppor-
tunity for sale he disposed of his invest-
ments at a very desirable profit. His enter-
prisc was also an active factor in the
permanent improvement and material ex-
pansion of Decatur. In 1889 he erected an
opera house, which would be a credit to a

PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON COUNTY.

T

city of much greater size. It
and artistically decorated and is m
plete as to arrangements, thus furnish
a place of cntertainment of which Decs
and her people have every reason ta
proud. No improvement for the gen
good sought his co-operation '
and it would be to recount most of the
terprises of Decatur to give a list of:
concerns which have benefited by his ass
ance,

On the 27th of September, 1849, =
Powers was united in marriage to M
Charlotte E. Given, of Smithland, Ua
county, Kentucky. Tt was while he ¥
traveling on Horseback from Mobile, A
bama, to Decatur, on his first trip in IS
that he met this lady, and the friends
that thus originated eventually led to th
marriage. She was a daughter of He
Given, of Smithland, Kentucky. Unto ]
and Mrs. Powers were born four childre
Alice, who was born September 30, 1§
and died on the 22d of April, 1878; Chares
L., born June 30, 1861; Howard Willi
born June 20, 1864, and now a resident
Decatur; and Anabel, who was born iﬂ
gust 18, 1867, and is the widow of Char/es
Kerney, of Evansville, Indiana. Mrs. P?
ers died May 3, 1897, and MLMQQ'
passed away July 1. 1902, his remains bél
interred in Greenwood cemetery, by t
side of his wife. Charles G. Powers, the
clder _son, was born _in Decatur Tun’e?’
1861, received his education in the schoes
here, and when thirteen years of age’
moved with his family to ]acksonyéc
where he completed his education in 1<
Ilinois College, being graduated in the ¢l
of 1884. After two years he rcturned;
Decatur and entered the office of Charles
Ewing, who was the agent for the Powers
properties. In this way he gained insig»r’
into his father’s business. He also read 2%
for two years, but not with the intentic’”
of practicing it. On the expiration of t}::‘
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PAST AND PRESENT

g nond,

the family having in the meantime
0 this city, he joined his brother
ress. and they took charge of their
. comprising business inter-
s unsurpa::ed in volume and importance.
‘mce that time the brothers have continued
the management of the estate. They are
sntlemen of excellent business sagacity
»d foresight, and in the supervision of the
operty interests have shown marked dis-
imination and unfaltering diligence. On

¢ 2d of June, 1887, Mr. Powers was united
~marriage to Miss -Effie Rogers, a daugh-

© of Senator Jason Rogers, and unto them

ive been borntwo children: Qrlando Rog-
_=ss. who was born January 10, 1891, and
2 =d on the 18th of April, of the same vear;
sad iiohn Howard, who was born August
3. 1203, and is now at home. The parents
= members of the Presbyterian church,
which Mr. Powers.,ls serving as a trustee.
 politics he has always been a Repub-
-zn. but has never consented to hold office.
~nabel Powers was married June 17, 1890,
% Charles Kerney, of Evansville, Indiana,
~ho died August 1, 1902, and she and her
ther Hov,ard are living on the old Pow-

o1

0
=-s homestead. She.has one child, Char-
\\ right, born }anuary 4, 1895. How-

.~ \William Powers received his education

" T)rﬁcatur and jacksbnville and is asso-
: ated with his bmther in' the management
o+ the estate. : :

LIr. Powers gave hxs polxtlcal support in
«riv life to the Whig party and when Mr.
incoln was first placed on the Republican
cket as nominee for the presidency he
incd the ranks of the new organization,
ik which he continued to affiliate up to
e time of his death. Ie was a man of
cnerous impulses and gave frecly of his
ezns to charitable and benevolent objects,
1 vet his giving was always free from
ration or display. e lon mem-
ship with the First Presbyterian church
Decatur, and many thousand dollars

OF MACOXN COUNTY. 167

found its wayv from his purse to the church
exchequer,  He contributed very largely
toward the building of the two cdifices-
which have heen occupied by this organi-
zation and in many church offices he la-
bored for the welfare of the denomination
and the extension of its influence. Some
vears ago he founded a scholarship in the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the
Northwest.  With Mr. Powers friendship
was inviolable and he gained many friends
throughout his life, the circle of his friend-
ship being almost co-extensive with the cir-
cle of his acquaintances. When those who
needed assistance came to him his aid was
never withheld, if it could be rendered, and
man and firm in Decatur
owes its prosperity in large measure to the
generous assistance received from Mr. Pow-
ers in time of need. His own business ca-
reer was unassailable. Honor and integ-
rity characterized his every act and he was
never known to take advantage of his fel-
low men in any business transactions. He
enjoved to the fullest extent the respect and
esteem of those with whom he was long
associated. -

many a business

SILAS PACKARD.

For seventy-three vears Silas Packard
has been a resident of Decatur—a record
perhaps paralleled by that of no other citi-
zen here. The little village in which his
boyhood davs were passed had developed
into a city of metropolitan proportions and
advantages, being among the largest in the
state and with its improvement Mr. Packard
has kept abreast, alwayvs maintaining a place
among its leading business men until to-
day he is accounted one of its most promi-
nent capitalists.  He early had the sagacity
and prescience to discern the eminence
which the future had in store for this great
and growing country and acting in accord-
ance with the dictates of his faith and judg-
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There e lszr porcles.
. ——a £~
this mahegany, fenching acToss
after the colonial
from the front ==
jonial in white emam

re

gho enters
Db

the stoolkc
the furnaos TO
The garage Is exg




W=ETHER

use

OWers

ontin

The
it is large,

The
ue to be, for sim-
house is pretentious be-
and costly becauss
s Best materials obtainable are being
Its builder

w2 for every part of It

sa@s ¢ for his own habitation and

L]

Serefore endeavoring to make {t{&fThe dining reom Wil bea large,
eemfortable as possible.  To thatfB#pdsome room  with | 2 mxhdgany
srporating in it dozens tg_@imod ceiling, high wainscoating and

inary
the

is unusually

s iz colonial

i

‘g

ne house .")( he Kitchen will be finished entire-
and for sfygilin white tile. The tables and sink
interesling, 2

in style i

the most preten-
ever put up in
gr was started this year
r completion. (It is the
residence at West
th Edward streets.
for occupancy
or earlier,

AIMED AT.
ase is large, costly and
be a comfortable and

by

effort

and conveniences not

HITECTURAL STYLE.

fFhe hall from the front. entrance
@il be colonial in white enamel and

It

the The reception room, on the left as

tgn,o enters—the house faces the north—
will -be a French -colenial room in
White enamel and gold

Mhe living room and library will be
@ :magnificent room 38 feet ‘long in
mt Indian mahogany Shevaton fin-
$3li The celling will be beamed. Bullt
9 \book cases will be of mahogany.
S'he fire place, a large one, will prob-
glly be of Rookwood tile to suit the
gcheme of decoration.

has

_ﬁﬁn.ﬂera.

J! have German Sjiver tops.

he butler’s pantry, donnecting with
kitechen and dining room, though

{acon county and likely to long m

NEW HOME OF MR. AND MRS. CHARLES G. POWERS. ¢
ake 1909 notable as the year of the best hodse in Decatur. Manj

e been included in t

his one.

pouses in Decatur hav

and well equipped with sink, cupboards
and . closets.

All the downstalrs floers will be of
req oak except In the kitchen, the
butler's pantry and the porches, where
they will be of elther rubber or cork
tile. The cork tile is-a new thing sald
to outlast the rubber tile

PORCHES,

There are four porcles, trhe large
verands reaching scross the front (04
the bouse and fermimatins on the east
in & large loggia, & sud porch, couth
of the Hving room, whith will be en-
closed with wire screen |n the summer,
an fenclosed -porch off the kitchen, and
a screened porch off the dining room
te be used as breakfast porch in sum-

mer

in

SECOND FLOOR.

The upstairs will be of white enamel
with mahogany doors and sills. All
the doors will have glass knobs, after
the folonial idea. Most of the wood
used on the second floor will be birch.
A feature of the second floor will
be the family bath room. It will be
finisheq in marble and will have a tile
floor. It will have a shower bath as
well as a tub. On the | second floor
are two other bath rooms, one off the
guest room and- the other connected
with the two servant's:rooms, which,
by the way, are te be finished in hard
wood. i =
THIRD FLOOR.

In-the third floor will be ths ball
room- and: gymnasium. Double floors,

The Interior (inlsiing, ~15%48 directly, will be exceptionally large
= and fifrnishing will be entire-gis i
keeping with the style of the -
re. When Mr. and Mrs. Pow-38
ave dome thev will have a housedis
2 ye in but to be proud of.g
EXTERIOR. ;
.o sr of the house has already)
Sewceined In some detail. Thel
cunlmsed are vitrified cream bricki
® srimmings and largel
columns for the ed“JH
s of red tile. The gg
Enes with a great dealfts
g« comfort, so it E?
srandas and log- §
& Slone per :
s Erape’ arbor. §s 3
idie t0o & rOSe
are of heauty -

S TEMNGE

r@ener has fin-

ters are dolng

.

‘3¢

has

so the room will be excellent for da
ing. In' this third floor areinine d
mer windows, in each-of ‘which/is'b
& cedar lined window seat .that
serve as a chest for storing clothes
the like.

The third floor, too, contains a i
trunk room.

In the basement there will be a
age, the laundry, the stovk room,
drying room, the furnacé Toom &n
conl room. The garage ls excep
ally large.

CONVENIENCES. -

Modern appliances and conven
without number will ' be u
house. The chief of these
ator. It will be electris,
a push button, with & ca
square, running from the
the third story, and will
passenger use. y

A stationary vacuum cled
will be another feature. It Ig®
to be a great labor saver. ]

Three motors will be used in
house, one to run the elevator, on
run the vacuum cleaner and on
run the rectifier for charging th
ecteic automobile. :

A Johnson heat regulating =
with thermostats in all the room
be installed. G

In.the walls .of  three- of the
are steel safety vaults with com
tion locks. In them may be kept
and other articles of value.

Sashlocks on all the windows
permit the windows to be locked

the top one of maple, Have been lald,

=i | where in their

R e T T

5o ihat tThey

{rames
€annot move or rettie.
Soft water will bs pumped autss
fcally to all rooms with
There are several of .these bestdeg e
|{{bathrooms.
| Another convemience wil
fﬁier-communtntlnl f{elaphoze. By Wik
fdy room !n the house may De TeRCheS

be ==

e telephane will also hawe ammms
ns with the Bam, where e =mmu®
il be.
Pl SERT L St s
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First By Mr. and Mrs
Charles G. Powers,

FAIRY LIKE EFFEOTS.

Most of Wonien Had New
Gowns for Occasion.

The reception given Tuesday nig
by My and Mrs Charies G. Power
their new home “Flepr-dé-Lis”
West Decatur street, was the iargest
anid ymost elaborate party given Iy De-
Catur in a long time. 1{ was in the
Bature of & housewarming -and the 200
BUeKis took great pleasure in looking
through the magnificent new structure
Expressions of & uUration were mur
mured on every gide. - Not gontent with
Seeing the house. the gnests explorpgd
the new barn and garagh, and the men
scemed to be as enthusiastic over these
a8 the women did the house. 3

| FAIRY LAND EFFECTS.

sasmr given in the St. Jam/es school hall on East Clay street for The front porch was converted into

- palm garden. Electric lights were wov-
en in and out among the palms and thoe

SCHIOLHANTS
(003 HOIER

e

go Conservatory Makes
La® Recital
Thursday Night.

— .

% Loos-Tooker \\as receive
he Copservator,c of Mu-
The call has come uns
conditions that Mrs.
sidering It rather

she will not muke

} week and

Ehe whi

effect was most charming.

DIES OF P a R A I YSIS The south porch was convérted into

a smoking room for the men. The yard
NEAR TAYLORVILLE. | toc the back of the house was a perfect
— fairyland in colorsd electric lights and
Vaylorville, Jume 22.—Mrs. Emma|the guests had solid comfost here im
Lawrence, wife of Jesse Lawrence, died|yh, hammoeks, swings and easy chairs.
at nine o'clock Tuesday night at her 5 RECEIVING LINE.
home in the Hewittvillie suburd, of The receiving line stood in the rose
paraiysis, She was stricken wi drawing room. Mr. and Mrs Powers
alysis t(wo years ago and sa ) Were assisted in rengiving by Mr. and
second viroke Monday il Mra. H. D. Spencer of Bloomingten,
her home after feed b 2% | Miss Jeanstte Rogers and John Rogers
Monduy she fell in an unconscious cof« | Asslating In the @iffersmt parts of the
ditlon, an\t failed to revive. house were:, Mr, and Mys. Efward
Emma Finch was borm at Utica, NjFewers, Mr. and Mra T. A PFowers
Y. August U, 1346, Thirty-eight years| Mr. and Nrs. Geotge W. Powsrs. Mr
ARKO Bhe 'was. united marriage to]40d Mra, Frank L. Evens, Mr and Mrs
Jesse Lawrence, at her home near o] W. L, Shelladarger. Mr, and Mrs. O
Pethany church Thomas Misses Marjorie Powers snd
The husband and two d ters. Lil.| Chariotts Kerney presided o -
lie and Sadie Lawrence, th of Tay-|Pusch Bowl ia the imy
Farier

lorvillie, &re  suvvivors Two sisters
Not = » specia

Mrs. Sarah Hurg's of Denbdy Norts | i oo .
Dakots, and Mrs, Anna Pray H ‘-‘f" °% e "'" fof
ham. Wi, are alse surviving. She r:u; = 'u_::w"’-"
& mambesr of tho United Brethren) * C—— " -
jSsed In tBe v -y .
chureh; ; Boeping with hedn Oe
The Tuneral servicey will take place | l'!‘~ SR e = sgentit
#t | oclock Thursda, morning l":"_; dinlng ‘__’:’—’._‘ phhns
Mound Chapel s
TO MARRY TONIGHT
A, muarriage 'license w.s Issued this
morning 1o Arthur Scay ¢f Guion, Ind.,
apd Miss Mary Peat of Paliver. The t‘e]
of t room is 33 and the bride’s agel
 marriage will tale place at
lock this evening at t)'¢ home of
bride

,\l’ISS JONES RESIG

: Sreakigast

}r’.’*.‘ opening o ning roow

{)‘?l Mary E Nates of Biloo ington

{ With Ber malids 80 the catering

GOWNS

Decatur woinen WeTe never gowned
beaulifully than they were last

inlg ANNSEt evary one had & new

jadvantage
impotied
repe.  She

amethysts
Miss Rogers was in filet net gver -Al-k
JPE CLUB PARTY. { with bise trimmings. .
rill entertain thel The opers houss orchastra was #ta-

st LTERTRIEN § AT e ettt e

{Sows and she woms it to the best of

<=___-




n ; Wednesday, June 22, 19’1/0.; <

e kind =

spent several minutes investigating.
He comfided to an inquirer that it

a5 the first drink he ever had. Baid
ee. wint it good L can feel it|More Than 250 Persons Inspect

all the way down.'

#ould save his pennles secured

e somile that would not come off,

ares siore in question 1a aswured| QFNE Is MAGNIHOENT $1 value,

& steady, though not heavy trade o
=g the summen -=You ean

2

y Present From Springfield

MrEes todd of the cost, he vowed that Decatur's H;ndgome“ i

—Large size

the sale of papers, and buy Buiden“ od, $1090,
st her"soder” sometime. From the > i —
s af evident satisfaction, suggested e ~Young's
selling those

e e money at Dan
—3000 sheets

Planos rented

2 ’ —
t %s would like to, but that he TOWN 'IT
prk eu the necessary monsy. SIS IHR NG ¥ ALK
A Shocolate moda was served to him ,
I Be tock o seat at one of the tables, —-YOU "lf-‘:—l».l'l’-;;l MORR pog

ere the seat is pulled out, CLOTHES THAT DENZ MAKES, B

4 when released autematically re- sl
e to & position out of the way. The —MAIENTH AL BKOs., TAILORS
fsnopearing seat made a decided hit SRS = I RSk S

ke bBrown skinned youngster, and Powers Theater,
—————

Suffe

suft

ECIAL.

FRIES

Warrant.
Water 8¢

i
cents each =

349 X, Water 8¢

3 BN i
Bloomington and Recital Tomorrow Night,
Three Bays Arrested. B ' SO ; T Of Voeal An
et B )IG Fonrs ¢ Mil- Ohampaxgn. T‘tl\:}:”lr«’: e v night  Central
skwe. Wis, Wiiliam rt, Jr, 16 W N n 25 cent
—— Fl‘Q‘d “.8 %, 11 years Recltal Toemarrow Nixht. .
b4 of this city. wepe Arrvested by De- Between 260 and 300 1 a g B s Pooket’ oot ek
ciive Parks and/ZPatrolmau orum jattended the ‘open ¢ and \‘”h‘_'\r\;‘ ocat An
odwith the theft of |tion given by Mr. ai Mrs Chark 3 Kot s Church of
- bbit metal, lead and | Powers in their new yme 57 iz E
ttings from the eity Decatur street, last nil e o, E
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Custom in the early 1900s = shoes were Worn by many, | George §
dictated that each of the nine | | although oxfords’ were not in- |
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First, “See me gy 1+ second, | were tacked into the sole. | title in 1903,
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tanton and others
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links.
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- = 2ad grown quite fond of- hollow fourth, “sgpnysxde";  strips g’f leather weci‘e attached / against Blogmjn gton and Spr.
b o purchased a st o oothe  brook”; *fhe | na cormugated mane: Stancy | ingfield teams when the i
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.'mn two pa Ielf and one
other. When they weére well on towanrds
ihe end of thelr yoyvage, their boat be-
came disabied In'a storm and water Jog-

At the time of the accident Orlando and
the passenger were in the cabin.
ft filled with water Mr. Powers swam
out but the 6ther passenger was drowned.
The passenger and. crew were left on

f what was @ mere bundle of wreckage.

Thuy floated that way for elaven days
with very scanty supplies of water and
proviklons. In that time they braved all
the terrors of starvation,

Finally they were picked up by a
French bark bound for Frypee and car-
rled to Bordeaux. ‘There Me, Powers was
ianded without a cent of money, almost
tothing and without any aequaint.
He was bélriended, however; by
at English gentleman, who provided him
u # clothing and assisted him in peturn-

no - ¢

ances:

he paid a short visit to the house reépre-
took passage on g salling vessel up the
| Ffiudson for home. When he walked into
the presence of his family, they léared
for the firef time that he was alive and
not at the bottom of the Atlantic ocean as
they had feared.
HIS SPAN OF LIFE.

early days there were no steam-
s or telegraph, so that peo-

Int
ships,

ple were frequently for months in un-
cortainty as tn the movements of theib
friends. An ilfustration of the difference

batw een those nmv

and ours and of the
¢ of Mr. Powers,
s given by an- irudem described by a
riend  wideh  oecurred wf the World's

{.;lr. The tWO. gentiemen were standing
in the {ransportation building looking at
thédocomotive Rocket and some of the
Str&bige old fashioned cars that stood with
It Mr, Powers rémarked, “1 have ridden
in that frain when it was still In active
servioe”’

There he

1847 |

He |
th

O

almost
i !

was pear the ¢nd of the cen-
absolute eye-witness to the en-
topment of the railroad systems
of the worl fh had geen grow from its
very bel 18 to what ean be considered
perféction’ theé ' most marvelous

tury, an

FRIGE
His M

BULLDING,
muments

improvs it in all the hh-!,prv of human

PrOgress
After a org Ay at home Mr.'l‘orern

Maobile and went Into the:  me-

business- extensively  with his

bBotherininw, Chauncey Wilkinson. Tﬁl.‘)’
pened Houses i Mobile, "Pascalobsf and

W or {wo r citieg there They ye-
miined there for geveral ‘yeurs and ntitil

deat} the

this members o the firm led
to the clo f the business,
€ M 1O DECATIR
Flis 1 ¥ brothers,  Geéargs and
me Lo ur- to reside
. Powars folldwad in 1847, making
+ ok Tle  Wos
1 4 Y

be

ged, floating in that way for several days. |

When |

Arriving in New York,

sented by his brother, William, and then:

graphed for him 10 come
threatened on the bank
er & Co. had closed their 4
banks had temporarfly susp
Mr., Powers always got &
of pleasure from his opera
is sald tha: though it cost hin
got more enjoyment out of
ment, and therefore valued It
any ether investment he ev
occupied his private box at :
of the stage, and while he &3
everything in the theatrical
good, he was particularly pe
operg and fdarce comedy,
i FLAG HALF M4ST.
The Mg on the Oriande Po
building waa put at haif m
ternoon. 4
J. Fred Given, manager of
house, haa peen in New York
weeks, | It is expected that he
home tonight,

i : : _
SCRAPS OF N
| WIDOWS' PENSIONS
W idows’ pensions have been

Elizabeth Mowry of LaPlace
M. Merriman ‘of Clinton,

¢ BOYE AND FPICKETS
Boys iIn the zouih part of
Ward ‘have been: maliclously 4
plcket fences. Several fénc
Colfax atréet have been n
Their amusement is 10 wrench |
ets off dr to break the lops 4
the top tail. One npew fence |
built: has had nearly ail of th
thug broken. The police gay the
Hne an the perpetratoers and are
run themj 1o ground.

1

| . PFIRES.
Fires and steam heat were q
fortatle ﬁlis morning, Grate firel
lobbles last night were centers-¢

tion, £
GOES TO PANA,
Miss Bessie Lutz of Decatur

summer go to Pana on Thyrsda
week 2o teach purljs on piano
organ,

HIS LIFE,
no doubt
on the Fourth.

TIME OF
B. F. Saipley will
Ume of his

fa
iife

Charile Bliss and Tom Merrits 2
make speeches at a big celebrd 5
Ramsey., Bliss is the seholariy B

odits the Montgomery County N
is president this year of the HUS
associatisn. Tom Merritt was 1
member ‘of the legislatore am
Spicucus @igure in southern 114
tiecs. The three gentiemen are o
al friends

o pale ;
CARRIERS TO VISIT.
Davidsan branch No S8 X A
nowill attene the ball gam

the leilen carriers of Danvitle
wir at’ Decatir diiy . George §
Division brnnch whi piay  withj
catur teanm K,

U\! } ONE,

M. O Davenport. wha is :
to New Orieans to g0 mto t =
business, will he associdted

3

made

Srivith of Springtield. The o8
thas there 18 Ho sbEtrad
i New Orleans ac the
was sot of
been brought dgwn
company

prosent
olip abstract books
ta NN &
purchased ihe
firas work: will:- be

19 date,







In recent months Mr, Jarvis had |
been in semi-retirement and had
turned his interest to the collection |
of antique cars,

Although Mr. Jarvis maintained aj
home in Decaturwthe old P
man< on, t
spent most of his time in_Florida |
since the death of his is wife four vears |
ago. 4

In 1938 Mr. Jarvis struck oil jn
Fayette County near Vandalia. This|
pool was extended immediately mmw
one of the biggest du'lmg campaigns |
in Illinois and resulted in the rmcn-‘
ing of the Louden pool. ‘

He continued to secyre leases in
other counties and to handle the oil."|
He organized the Pana Re rmm,,
Co mpany at Pana and the Louden |
3 ne knmpan_\. Later he m

the oil f

n he went to
ma and Kan

lle, Teus.
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beautiful home . . .
for someone who appreciates
the finest . . .

THE HOME
Words cannot start to adeqguately describe this magnificent home . ..

we can onlx list some of it's ountstanding features
The first floor has an entry room, vestibule, powder room
wse. huge living room, musie room, walnut paneled

cirenlar open stai
dining room. adjoiming screened porch, breakfast room, and
complete kitchen with adjoining ceramic tiled half bath.
The second floor includes a hall rnnm master bedroom with adjoini

marble bath. th sher large bed rooms, all with uhmmrwbat 18,
connecting halls. npurserv room. and a manh area with 2 hedrooms

and bath.

The third floor is etely finished with a large ballreom or
}t}i\ rooni. ay d a s 4 m
The batement has a e car garage. a furnace and storage
rOoOm. L{[n\ch‘\ room, an € : .
This home i< with fual svstem of foreed air for the f
floor and a hot water svstem for the second and third floors.
All three floors are served by an elevator :
AS AN INVESTMENT . . .
This home is one that w eale tremendouk intere m a standpoint
of converting 1t t <urv aparim@nts. Citv zoning 18 D™ ap

and it is Jocated on a 150" by 44
FOR AN APPOINTMENT . ..

.o mspert this he se call 8-1431. This home will be shown
by appointment anly.



¥ Ttems Sold i _

Mansion

sthis M. McCormick
¥ ne Review Staff
we taday more than 100)
souseheld furnishings and |
sad been sold in the auc-‘
% Powers-Jarvis mansion
Decatgr St
#% more items “are left
snding with the auction
wee znd property Satur-
> = L
2 pecple paid the 35 ad-
s« for the first session
vegan 2 W am. today.
Scudder, auctioneer in
wsd people had come
anta, Ga; Washington,
Wew York; Philadelphia;

Carthy, now state senator from
|the$!ﬂ! District =
Two years later he and McCar-
thy won the two Demecratic nom- -
inations but he lost in the four-
{way race for' three 47th District

| seats in the November election.

In 1958 Ferguson ¢ame in third . Pite,
{behind McCarthy and John W. Al-|™ PO™ [BCTesl
!mp in the Democratic primary.[ : -
Then in 1960 Ferguson came in|
third, behind Alsup and Herman|
L. Dammerman of Lincoln, in the/
five man Democratic primary
race. :

Expected to Run

Dammerman and Alsup, now
serving in the legislature with Re.
publican Hilmer C. Landholt, are
expected to seek re-election to the
General Assembly next year.

The three most important items
before the legislators this year
and in the next session, according
to Ferguson, areé congressional re-
apportionment, legislative reap-
portionment, and a new revenue
article.

Congressional reapportionment :
is now the subject of a committee Candidat
of the special session. No one| Paul H. Ferguson
knows whether the state will get| he is a candidate for
redistricted to 24 congressional| cratic nomination for
seats or not. presentative.

(A suggested congressional re. |
districting plan, proposed by | ¢ \J
Ferguson, is on page 2 of this Army T

newspaper.)

The revision of the revenue ar- & :
ticle may become the subject of Sltes

another special session. If it £
'doesn‘t, Ferguson says it will be

n Pewn

more than SO
fluenza there I8 4

Sale Begins

w==al members of the well-
=’ gathering were reportedly
=% from the larger cities.
o e group were women.
ades” dinner ring with 338
rwods is up for .sale today
wih a tan leather waste

VU

Cweryihing in the 32-room house
e sold. from the plush rugs

‘ e=foot to the antique ashtrays.
= wodder, of Silver Springs, Fla.,
: » personal friend of the owner
2e maosion, Vernon D. Jar-

Scodder said he could not . Have any {0
| £
memest op Jarvis' present. resi-| ;:or:ued i s SESISe ol The Salvation 7
“ence or why he was having the | ‘Res : ; |“Toys for Tots™
: SN Way he | ‘ pportionment of the seats in| %
IT} s tol hsx:'gs sold Sikonde Herald and Review Photo  |the lower house of the state Gen-"l lad to Mrecd;; all
' soorrong Vs 5 . d : |eral Assembly will be a ver im-vmin' Vov:-20,
anx -::;“ivu he is not in town Sitver, china and jewelry up for auction. {portant item in t‘he next re{zu]ar; Riding toys like
et - wGeame. - 2 % b} session and Ferguson said he cycles, wagons, pedal
- h 4.':' auetion is being he!d on the| ; . {,MU CHEST DRIVE - !wants to exercise the same leader- |ers, sleds and rockig
# fioor of the mansion in a1 rISWoid TO BE RESCHEDULED |ship in getting an equitable job|be taken to amy
. ~som designated as the “Banquet| Ade L% illikin  University’ ‘ ised in the fi
o . q " | Millikin University’s Campusidone that he has exercised in the fire houses. :
© Rl Sessions run each day from . |Chest, which was also one of the;pm. | The addresses %
o » am :_a I'pm, 2 pm to 5 Dles at 80 |football team's victims, will be| e — \Franklin Streets/ 5o
ssgamem pm end 7p.m. to it p.m. rescheduled during the next sev-| DIRECTOR FOUKD |St., Main Street and
- Lot Weilay. Supectgr- S e Earl Atlas Griswold, 80, who!eral months. | !nu; and Jasper
ey houss was heid at the was president of the Certo Gordo, Dean of Students Byron L xT ) Scheduled for Drum, 'u“?Stre.etsA
=utyeg mansion. built in 1909 by the late State Bank for 25 years, died at/Kerns said Campus Chest activi-| gle Corps Members i

e Fepart. Oherles 6. Powers, who also built|

| | Bring small toys !
Sy sy o .‘ 3 pm. Sunday in Carle Hospital, ties would be held as thé school] The drums and bugles and band -

i i {tion Army Citadel ¥
- e 18] ing” a {ient calendar pemits rather than dur-luniforms that needed a musi )
Sam D. Jarvis, major mdep‘"d'slhrmn; aﬂ,gr Y:mrg s ling a specific-week. A committee| director have one @ wlSt'
Chicago ent Ilinois oil tor bought the |tN€re three ways : S g i = | Besides P
< ent Ll operator i L e Grhenbrisr|® expected to meet this week to! He's Dean Walker of 1944 E. s a
gF="® = bouse in 1909. After his death, his| Te ’".ed s v g “ml,set dates for the carnival, dancelt)ecatur St Ree |the riding" tuys,
| 9965~ sop Vernon hecame owner in 1054. ‘ngnor Nursing -Home in L}h&lﬂ’z e Sl ; Followiné e Fighters Lacal 5 3
[a¥e  The property was put up for sale paign for one month but {prior te Originally scheduled for 1astloer. 31, Walker offered hi Story| cash donation s
i i ithat, was a Cerro Gordo resident. {Oct. 31, Walker offe his serv-'." o
= 1958 after Vernon Jarvis bought {that, was : week, Campus Chest was pust-lices to American n Castle! o9 small toys
et the AlbertM. Marcell oll hold-| Mr. Griswold was with the ba"‘.(iponed because of mounting i"ter'f“iilliams Post 15, Legio The Marine Cer
'S E.’ =gs and moved his bldqu:g‘ters;for 50 years, the ;ast .25 BS presi-iogs in the football team’s quest| The post announced it had P AR
see e g2 Southern Dlinois. ideot, before retiring in 1853 He\e . we 1cC championship. e daerpe e m.;.: o
w2 He and his wife had moved to|also had farming interests in the bugles pi

} ; band urniforms
- Evansville, Ind., in 1952, although |Cerro Gordo area.. | JONR: e, &5 s

S i ' land was interested in spomsoring ©
they spent some time in the De-| Mr Griswold was born Sept. Town Rellef 'a junior drum and bugle corps f
& catar home after that. 110, 1881, in Cerro Gordo, a son ef local teen-agers Al that was —ss

iz 359 the late P. H Sproat|john and Emily Peck Griswold. . : r
== St the bouse and grounds at x% He leaves his wife, Harriett, h)ad H‘gher director
maciet valoe of aboot $65.000, ac-| . " i o patient in Lakeshore *‘r L Sl sost saln

*”h? B W&C“xum Nursing Home, Decatur ; Decatur Towsship e *ﬂ S wariong . T @t

ja son, John, Norwich. VL: 8. . opeei by five cases i Ocsse 35 wieT derons tave

 daughter. Mrs. James Allan, Uri pogoe W Graves Decs ate part @ Se

- a sister, Mrs. John Slough, Township scper s 2

ton: a grandson Graves sad Tere was — gh Setusdeyt,
e

eral services will be 3l I pnee of ¥ = - : » 2 :

in the Cerro Gorde pevind 2 veur 22 e were Ammesicas Leg Past 133
- i £E camws @t e 5 Octpd LS Brcge Sosc
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Powers-Jarvis Mansmn Fam Iaa

By Claudia Lovelace

Tz Powers-Jarvis mansion

at 357 W. Decatur St. is
arks,

first floor has an entry
. vestibule, powder room,
@iming room, ad;ommg screen-

i p-orch, breakfast room,

cmplete  kitchen with ad-
joiming half bath. B
= second floor includes a
k=1l room, master bedroom
with adjoining marble bath,
t=ree other large bedrooms, all
with adjoining baths, con-
necting halls, nursery room,
znd a maids area with two
':»:«:moms and bath.
The third floor is completely
finished with a large ballroom
or playroom, and ‘a smaller
room. The basement has a five
car garage, a furnace and
giorage room, laundry T00M
and a playmom ’

All three floors are serVed by
zn elevator. The estate is
located on a 150 by 448 foot
LJt

The mansion is of buff brick
stone, with . concrete
porches nearly surrounding the
house, The red tile and copper
roof alfng is estimated to have
cost $12,000 when puilt.

The ~entrance. on Decatur:

Street i5.set off by stone col--

umns, gach of which is said to
weigh | .seven tons. Much of the
woodwdrk 'is mahogany, . and
the bathrooms and kitchens are

i tiled.. -

The Powers Jarv1s mansion
was bullt by Charles G.
Powers, “who also built the
Hotel * _Orlando, = in: 1909,
reportedly at a- cost i in excess of

. $109,000. Sam D. Jarvis, major

independent Illinois oil operator
bought the house in 1939. After

his death, his son Vernon :

| the state
The property was put up for. |

gzle in 1959 after Vernon Jarvis

became owner in 1954,

Decatur’s historical oy

3&4/) )l}P\”l’ 6,)‘7‘75’

% Decai'ur "\
| Diary

,bought out the‘ 'A}bert M
1 Marcell oil holding and moved

his - headquarters {0 Southern.
llinois. He and his .wife had‘
moved to Eva'lsvﬁle, Ind.,

1952, although they spent some, _

time in the Decatur home after
that. In 1959, P, H. Sproat listed
the house and grounds at a.
market value} of - about
$65,000. e

Guests at the - home 2"durmg, )

the years of Jarvis’ ownershxp
included Gov. John Stelle in the
early 1940s- and -felevision -
comedian Herb “Shriner. |

Furmshmgs, mcludmg antl-
que furniture,. china and s1lver"
and oil paintings were to begin-
auctioning Nov. 13, 1961. The
real estate would be sold Nov.
18.

About 120 people pald a $5
admission fee for the first
session of the auction on Nov. .
13, 1961. F. A, Scudder, auc-

tloneer in charge said people '

had come from all around the
U.S. for the auction. Most of
the group were women.

Everything in -the 32-r00m‘
house would be sold, from the
plush rugs to the antique
ashtrays. A handmade

_platinum diamond necklace

with nine pear shape cuts, 55
baguette cuts, 30 marquis cuts
and 164 brilliant cut ghamonds
sold for $28,000.

" Robert C. Ellswgrth head of

Tourism, was in Decatur- May
22,1969, to* discuss state and

.

| museum, under sponsorshlp of |

| tian “center.
1 group's progx:am resulted in th

" Department  of :

federal .ald: for tlw manSmn §
renovation ' as - a general |

andmark

J ary

ig’ death in 1963.
PeOple-to-People z

. Ellsworth dlanned ' T
“with leaders of the Museum for |

' g
$100, 000 to cover acquxsxtlon of
the building and “its. jmprove- |
ment. The cemxmttee -did ‘not.
buy the mansum because-o the
price.

In March 1970 the nsion
caught fire. Flames shot out of
the attic - windows on the west !
side of the house. Police and
fire officials® mchUgated for
possible arson. .

Don R.: leergooé sought to
rezone the vacant mansion for
_professional offices in October
1372.. The suggestwn ,__uwas

perty was purchased foi'"a a
undisclosed amount with' 5
of converting” it o' an apart
meit building or condommmm.
Their plans dxd noi go in -
fect. :
Ark of the Covenant Inc.,
planned early this year to con-
vert the mansion into a Chris- |
.The . Christian.

resignation of. a. director;: an
treasurer, because of a
in direction of the pro;ect\ The.
change would encompass. the

*"Mrs. Russell Gﬂbert wife o
'; one -of ~the directors, “ said
recently. that plans for -the
center. would . not . change. X
sigmfxcantly and’it- would be
open to persons of all ages.”
The Powers-J ansion

‘remams empty ﬁmce Vemon

1 o Y S v

v

L T P

U Vst Ve aeiiaaiati 0 2V, Al UM\«W;MPM
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Do, Tlizois, Sunday, April 6, 1975

DECATUR SUNDAY. -

—————— T T L i U S
e p

: Conversion of the Powers
Mansion, 357 W. Decatur. §i.,
into a Christian center is plan-
ned by a Decatur nonprofit
corporation.-

The corporation, Ark of the
Covenant, Inc., was formed
recently and has an option on
the Powers Mansion, Norman
E. Gaddis, one of the corpora-
tion directors, said today.

Plans for convertmg the 65-
year-old mansion into a Chris-
tian center include establishing
a coffee house called ‘‘The

1 Catacombs” in the buxldmgs

. basement.

Two chapels, a music room
and a conference room on the
first floor and a prayer room,
counseling rooms _-apd - an
apartment for a director of the
facility on the seoend floor are

_ being proposed. . ©

The corporatlon plans to

.. change the third- flgor ballroom

into a chapel called The Upper

Room, ‘which would seat 120

i ’ Fersons and a recording studio

r a gospel singing group
. known as The Journeymen. -
i Gaddis said the house will be

Stone columns dominate the Decatur Street view of the Poyveﬁ Mansign

Conversmn

*E“-‘c‘—”

Mansion to Be hri

Jarvis’ death

- Campbell, real

stlan Center

designed to serve the needs 0!
all people in the commumty,
regardless of age. :
Directors of the Ark of the
Canvenant include Gaddis of
405 S. Monroe St., Wllharn Win-
nett of 1911 N.. Edward St., Tom
L. Mears of 10930 W. Mam St
Russell Gilbert of 470 Powets
Lané, Edward Suey of 2130 N,
Main St., Floyd Beard of Ston-

ington and Elwood Curtsinger . -

of 2152 N. Union St.
The Powers Mansion was

‘constructed in 1910 at a cost of

$83,000 by Charles G. Powers,

-eldest son of Orlando Powers'

and one-time owner of the
Powers family downtown real
estate. .

The mansion was purchased
in 1939 by oil speculator Sam D,
Jarvis some time after it pass-
ed out of the Pcwers
estate.

It has been vacant since
in 1965, ‘and in
1974 was purchased a group
of Decatur businessmen, in-
cluding Wayne and Gene
estate

businessmen.

Ve




CH¥mAY, 13- CIS LTUSEUK Orf IIIDUSTRY
a0 0L08 and tHe AT D s
. July T7,1969

R! cobLy Chepter of reople-To-Feople project,
w=rl~- Zallaghor President. ~

1.1

= T Decatur Committea was origineted by a group of
e o-Peoyplc liembers.

Jr.John E.orickoon Vice-ipesident of 1969 PIP Decatur Chapter
.-+ .= _Lelson Lovelace Past Fresident of PTP Decatur Chapter
g=ms zuthoriged by the PIP Board of pirectors to contemplate in
s==ron of a museunm location for the City of Decatur,Illinois.

~wer Lansion is the Iio.l in the list of site selection.

gzrpc:ate status was granted by the State of Illinois to the
“e=tral Illinois iuseum of Industry ,Science and the Arte.

T

orporated Board ;.eumbers are:

gr.Charles Gallagher,lirs Victor Dewein,Dr.dohn B.srickson,
irs John .Erickson, lir.Ralph Owed,lirs lielson Lovelaceé, Dr.Hubert
@angl,Dr.Vernon Powell ,lirs william Gerstner.

“me2 Attorney for the Corporation is Lir. Albert Hurt,
e Corporation Board elocted the following Officers:
Iz, Joan E.&rickson Fresident £
Zr= Felson Lovelace Secrstary
=, Ealph D.Owen Preasurer

The History of the Powers louse

. Addresa 357 \iest Decatur Street

r= 1906 Charles G. Powers purchased from a Dr. Curtis the Southeast
~-r-ar of Decatur and Edward Street. This 1ot 48 150 feet wide

==A 440 feet deep,excepting a 1ot 40 feet East and Vest and

220 feet North and South on Edwaxrd Street. James lLioore owns a

»=ick house on the last described lot.

I= 1910 Cherles G.rowers employed R.O.Rosen,afchitect,to draw the
pians for the house that now is situated on the Scutheast corne®
a? Decatur and Edward. Street. The house .is a three story one

gith full basement and is approximately 105 fee wide Last and West
=3 60 feet deep North and South.

The basement walls are 16" bricks walls., The Firs# gnd second

#1o0r walls are 12% brick walls faced with cream colored hard gres-
=24 face brick with buttered white joints. The outsjde walls O

s-a first and second floors are 1ined with 2z4 studs upon which

is placed a fireproof wallboard end emoothaflaster. The thirxd

1 oor walls are 2x4 studs with fireproof w 1board end smooth
aster. There are 5 dormer windows in a hard tile red roof.

411 the gutters,downspouts and fanoy railings are copper.
~nere is an observation dgok 10x20 on top of the roof with access

1=

11 of the floors in the house are wooden and covered with

nardwood flooring.ill of the trim (except the window frames ) is

stone,including the largggqolumna on the front of the house.
L

e




< comt- 357 vWest Dect...r ,the Powers house.

Thaze are J separate porches.The porches and the terrace ere all h
sovered with red tile,

T=zme i3 a press button elevator running from the basement to the
wixd floor, The basement has a large laundry.wine room,large
ziving rood,a lavge utility room and a garege for four automobiles

==msearing e house from ths Nozrth is a reseption hell ,from which
= eautiful mahogany stészéay lead to the sscond floor. To the
left of the hall is the music room,to the right of the hall is a
iininz roca. The hall leads into a living reoom 20x36,thore is a
sumroom and a toilet in conjunotion with the living roca.

The back hall leads into a white faced,glazed brick kitchen and
treakfast room. ’ .

The sfair to the second flcoxr land in a sguare recegption hell
22?2 of which there ars 4 bedrooms with 3% baths. 0f¢ of the bask
2211 on second floor is a sewing roocm,two servants rooms and bath.

The third floor consists of a large ballroom with two separate
storage roome. : e

There is en entry driveway on the East side of the house with a
porte—cochere. The driveway has a circle bshind the house. '

South of the circle was a vegetable and flower garden,South of
wnich was a small orchard. : :

The cost of the house was § 83,000, beside the cost of the lot.

The Central Illinois iuseum of Industry.Science and the Arts,
Committee ,has the contract of purchase for the FPowers kansion.

The next step of this Committee will be to engege an architect

and 3 contractors to make a careful appraisal of what needs ta ba
done to make the structure safe and suitable for a museun, -
Then the Coumittee will meet again to decide a definite understan-
ding to be reachod as to how this capital expenditure will bo met.

The objective of our proposed museum is clearly defined,as the
Central Illinois luseum,vecause we wish for conmunities near-Ly
3 to by ‘gcollections to our nmuseun,for it will bo a museum
for o Illinois,and we cncouraege other communities to take
part in making this museunm effective. -

The subjects of this museum extent of displaey will be .. I.dustrial
exhibita, scientific exhibits,based on the principles and method
of science,and exhibits of the arts,specific skill in paintings,
sculptures end craft.

However the basic objective of the Central Illinois liuseum,is to
collect,preserve,study and exhibit significant objects of variuos
central Illinois communities,and provide related educationsal
services in order to increase public lknowledge and stimulate
creative activity,in the field of industry,science ayd the aris.

The Board of Trustees and Director of our lLiuseum will choose and
edapt methods which seem most practical in terms of the interests
and attitudes of our coumunity. )

The Federal Iuternal Revenue Service permits the deduction,in
iicome tax returns,of gifts to educational ,non-profit organizations




2

rant— 357 Vect Decatur,the rowerghouse.

RLExIm Jegal linits.

v wootl like to give the opportunity to the citizens of this
SIIDmIiF to provide sources of income for our museum.

«& Z==l Iu_ds to purchase the Powers Mansion,a dependable annual
—Zzmclal income sufficient to meet the expenses of rurmming the

[N Y

'
N
it

g=amigation, . ‘ _ : :
T2& potential sources of our museum inconme may be grouped under
the follow categories: :
-« rroceeds from endowment funds
. wemberaship fees
f« Lppropriation from tax funds
4. Crganization grants
5. Pund raising activities
t. Frivate gifta : ¢

1inissio;s,aale and rentals

J=r Central Illinois liuseum will concentrate upon rendering servi-
re8 ds ed for children. It is also possible that ocur muscun
w1l inclipde activities for children which ere conducted ocutside
sf =chool hours, This activities may inolude classes in paint§§§i
zalaling,oéramics,varicus crafts end nature study.However we
Zevelo] 8§ nothod. of enscuraging children $o participate in

museum activities, |

«& Zope t0 have lecture hall or study room available on an orgeni-
#el schedule %o regular meetings of the estronomy club,the stamp |
clud,the numicmatiq, sgpiety,.the natural history society,the print
slzb,the art leaguel,thp craft guild,and similer organizaticn.

For we Teel that this hospitality is a cultural service to the

e :«rau_..L.-ity. N o :

I=e variety of the possible interpretive activitiecas of a museunm
f=s2 almost endless in -goopp 'and

»2 zre convinced that th ~2ip of {his community will welccas |
22 services offered by a og?,tﬁf-%%‘prosently'saall.muscua.

foly ' %s’i

{ p
. ‘l

{

Secretary
Central I%linoia luseun
(v}
Industry Science and
the Arts
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Jack Powers a Key Figure in
' ) - . ¥ 2 . .
Building Memorial Stadium

&

One of the historic events of
all times was Gene Sarazen's
double eagle two on the par
five 15th hole al Augusta Na-
tional during the playing of the

1935 Masters.

This one dramatic shot
enablad Sarazen to tie Craig
Wood over 72 holes. The next
day he beat Wood in & play-
off. i

Sarazen once said he had
met and shaken hands with at
least 10,000 people who claim-
ed they saw the shot.

A few wecks ago, when
Sarazen was at Pinehurst,
N.C., to be enshrined in the
new golf Hall of Fame, he
talked of the witnesses to his
feat.

Sarazen was playing with
Walter Hagen and at the 15th
ize the late New York sports
columnist, Joe Williams, left
for the clubhouse. He had been
the only one following the
famous pair.

“we walked down the fair-
way (after the famous shot.
and there was no one there.”
said Sarazen. “Just the two
caddies. We looked down on
the green and counted the
people.  There — were 23
there.” :

Eleven years
Sarazen’s amazing sho t
another event ' took place
which, in its way was just as
unbelievable. And, through the

before

_years, the number of people
who said - they saw _the

remarkable show staged by a

_foothall_player named Harold
{Red) Grange has reached the
hundreds of thousands. -

There were, officially, 66.609
spectators the day in 1924 that
Memorial Stadium was dedi-
cated . . . the day the junior
thalfback from Wheaton ran 95,
§7. 56 and 44 yards for touch-
downs in the first 12 minutes
of play and later ran 13 yards
for a fifth and passed for a
sixth.

1t was a fantastic climax to
a drive  which had started
thyee years earlier — to build
a stadium which would hold
{he {ans who wanted to see the
1ini. et

I alsa was cnecessary 1o
have much larger accommaoda-
tions for spectatars to get (he
guaranfee visiling leams were
demanding. The best Ilinois
could do in those early 1920s
was $15,000. Big Ten teams
were asking for $45,000. .

The drive for funds to build

‘Athletic Director George Huff.
e was one of five on the
Board_of Directors of the
Athlatic Association. :

Tte other members of the

boardwere Prof. Goodenough,
dean of engineering: Judge

of directors carried the s
load,” Powers noted the
day, “‘and submitted p 0
the Board of Trustees. The
stadium finally was financed
and built.”

Powers. also noted that he
and Mr. Burke, now 96, are
the only two living members
of the board today.

Naturally, Jack was among
those who saw the game.

“Cenator McKinlev nqnxrided
2 private car_on the 1llinois
Traction for my mother and
father to_ take a crowd _of

Decatur Peonle to the game,” |

Powers recalled.

Tt took us_as close 1o the

stadium as_it could get then
we_walked the rest of the

Powers said the years from
the time the drive for funds to
build the stadium started until
its dedication were
“hellers.” '

cWe were scared to death of
it,”” he said. But, with $700,000
pledged by the students as a
starter, the five directors went
to work. ‘

JAllof us but Huff did_a lot
of traveling.” Powers’ said.
7 opke wag the main one we

a .‘7! i

One feature of the cam-
paign, which was nationwide,
was to guarantee each person
who donated at least $100 a’
seat for life at Illinois home
football games.

“Wa> wanted to be sure we
would have people in all those
seats we were building,” "
Powers said. )

To this very day those who
donated are guaranteed a seat
_the same one if they want it
— for any or all games they
wish to attend. :

And now Saturday, 50 years
and 227 games later,’ the
Golden Anniversary of - the
dedication will be celebrated
and Grange. the man who

electrified the crowd withhis=-

running and, with it. carned
the  nickname
Ghost,” will be back. =

1f guarantecing alumni seat
reservations for a donation
didn’t guarantee big crowds.
the feat of the man who wore
No. 77 did.

‘Grange often has been asked
how he happened to get No. 77.

his jersey number now
retired.
«Zuppke had the best

answer to that,” Grange

“He would say ‘Grange g

because he was behind {he guv

who got 76 and in front of the
: el

e
—

“Galloping |
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Grand Marshals Chosen

The 01ld Fashioned Communi-
|ty Christmas parade in Decatur
will have an experienced hand
at the helm as one of its grand
marshals.

Longtime Decatur residents
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Powers of
the Hote! Orlando, will head the
parade Saturday. Nov. 23, just
as Powers had done -after World
War L

Powers, 79, and a - former
owner of the hotel, said, “Major
{Lutz Krighaum, who I feel was
one of Decatur’s greatest war
heroes, and I were assigned
‘comarshals of the parade after
World War I. Since then, I must
have been in at loast 20
parades.” -

.. Plans are_ contmumg for the
; first Christmas procession in the
cxty in several years.

“Powers is a charter member
-of the Downtown Decatur Coun-
“¢il, coordinators of the parade
:as well as past president and is
a permanent council director.
He is 4 Decatur native.

. He also has served in civic
i act1v1txes such as Macon County
: ';Mental Health Association,
‘Amencan ‘Legion, - Decatur
Baseball and. the University of
1linoi ”Athletlc Assocxatlon

|
!
|
|

Mr. and Mrs.

Powerses to Lead Yule Parade

1 Mrs. Powers has been active |
in the building committees of |
the First Presbyterian Church
and Pi Beta Phi sorority and
also  in the erls Welfare
Home.

Besides the experience of the
Powerses to guide it, the parade/
will include man f other attrac- | ‘
tions. |

Bill Madlock, Chlcago Cubs
third baseman from Decatur,
will return to appear in the pro-
cession, and elsewhere among
the cars and floats will be
Ronald McDonald, the television
clown.

Children also can look forward
to some other familiar faces,
with many of the same cartoon
characters that appear annually
in the Macy parade in New York
City on hand for the Decatur
Christmas celebration. ..

- The  costumes  for the
characters will be shipped into
Decatur for its parade, then sent
back to be used in the New York
parade the next week.

A fldat competition will be
held for entries by religious and
non-profit organizations, based
on the parade theme, Christmas
Past - Christmas Present

Jack Powers

» M@QJ’,
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r Powers

Dies; Services Friday

Hpyerd ‘‘Jack’’
er owner of
and a long-
, died at 4

wal.
e '*"11 be 11
- I the Dawson &

T with mn hotel
s Bt by the Powers
"E., active - in
tur promotion
h “:ork and in

- “ﬂw was born Aug
- W ® Decatur,” a-son of
Thmrige ren ::ﬂ Efne Rogers

dfath er, Orlando
't the ~Powers.
House in 1899,
ed . many ’\Tew;
_SSQQ

nd fire in the
W&S not rebuilt

s place with it’
business. ; in

and a half in |
his return to'|
. he became
e farms of the
rs estate.

commissioned a‘
infantry in the |
1 Guard and
ajor in command '
+ Battalion of the
ry in 1922.

rs’ business career

worked for the |
a fiscal agent.
General Electric
0 1937.

‘included  the
Drake hotels
k Pbx hoteis. He

; Decatur in 1946
T operation of the

i paign.

Jack Powers
n 1956 ‘the Hotel Orlando

was Ieased to Boss Hotels Co. |

of: Des: Moines, Towa. It
reverted to the Jack Powers
trust . partnershlp after the
lease by’ Willilam Keim and
Boss Hotels expired.

‘Mr. ' Powers  also was
operator of the Motel Orlando
in South Shores, which has
Peen razed. ..

“The Hotel Orlando was sold
to. Archie Cremeens in 1973.
© Mr. Powérs served as presi-

.I dent of  both the Downtown

'Decatur - Council and the
Downtown Development
Corp

In April, 1962, Mr. Powers
st lLionored for his efforts to
expand- the mental health
| facilities in Decatur.

In February, 1964, he was one
of those cited by Gov. Otto
| Kerner at the groundbreaking
of the Adolf Meyer.Center for
his work in raising funds for
the  site and obtaining the
sxte

{ He was also a former presi-
dent of the Macon County
Mental Health Association.

In October, 1962, Mr. and

Mrs. Powers gave an electric
pipe organ to First
Presbyterian  Church in
memory of their son, Rogers K.
Powers, who died in’ 1927.

On Jan. 22, 1964, Mr. Powers
was honored at the church’s
annual congregational meeting
with the distinguished senior
churchman’s award.

His church work over thes

|
g
t
t

years was cited at the presen-
tation. His activities included
teaching classes, serving as
chairman of the building com-
mittee, chairman of 100th an-
niversary celebration com-
mittee, chairman of renovation
commlttee and chairman of the
worship  division of  the
session.

-~ Mr. Powers was also active
in other areas.

In 1957, he wserved as
cochairman for the St. Mary’s
| Hospital building fund cam-

{~ In 1960, he was given an
calumni  association  loyalty |
{award by the University of
| Tllinois Alumni Assocation in

.| recognition of his loyal and

" continuing service to the
umver31ty
‘Among his university ac-

tivities was that of being a
member of the - athletic
association board of directors
and involved with the building
of Memorial Stadium.

He received the Golden Merit
Award from the University of
Tllinois Grants-in-Aid Depart-
ment at a kickoff meeting of
the Illinois Quarterback Club
for his many years of work on
behalf of the university.

Another honor came in
January, 1963, when he was
named outstandmg citizen of

Decatur by the  Illinois

Association of Real Estate

Boards. .
Other activities included

serving as  president  of
Greenwood Cemetery Associa-
tion, Eminent Commander
B eaumanoir " Commandery,
districtc commander of
American Legion and elder of
First Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Powers  was an

outspoken proponent of building
a civic center in the downtown
! area.
In October he presented a
| proposal to the Decatur City
| Council for a feasibility study
to be undertaken by the city
regarding the possibility of the
. city’s building such a cen-
ter.

No decision regarding the
study has been made by the
| City Council.

In November, 1974, Mr.
Powers added yet another ac-
tivity. He and his wife served !

as grand marshals of the !
"'t\"fq'vrmc narade

Mr. Powers was married to |

Helen Kenney in Decatur on
Sept. 12, 1917. She survi ives,
along with a daughter, Mrs.
Richard (Virginia) Reising of
Decatur; grandchildren,
Richard Powers Reising of
| Decatur, John Howard Reis-
ing of Mﬂwankee Wis., Lance
Marshall Reising of Atlanta

Ga., and Stephen Lee Reising |

at home; and three great-
grandchlldren

Memorials: First
Presbyterian Church, Decatur
Memorial  Hospital or St.
Mary’s Hospital. :




Aﬂ Eﬁﬂas@me That Will Be Missed

N ERA, ended in+ Decatur
week ‘with the death of
& Powers, for there are few
= community today with
ng history of interest and
1pat1on in commumty af-
which Mr. Powers com-

ormally, his name was John

:_: was Jack, and with him goes
2 name; unportant to. Decatur
fom the- middle of the 19th

century wheri Orlando Povwers ;
*ranged much wider than busi-

ed.
he famlly mterests have
b= =d ‘from ‘the cily’s most
bratéd opera house to its
est'and best known hotel.
fost people in the community

ociated Jack - Powers with
t rtel. He was owner and
manager for many years, when
the hotel was a focal point for
community activities.

Mr. Powers was ‘an’ active
oter of downtown Decatur,

fough he was at odds w1th.

rd Powersi but to Decatur -

proponents of the Landmark
Mall: because he thought it
ought to follow the original
concept — which was consid-
ergbly - diminished in fmal
plans.

He was a longtime advocate
of a civic center in the
downtown area and as recently
as last October was urging the
City Council to make a feasi-

bility study of the idea.

But Mr. Powers’ interests
ness and public works, in-
cluding edthatxonal institutions
(primarily the University of
Illinois), mental health hos-
pitals, and his church. He
played active roles in all.

He was one of a group of five
who undertook to raise funds
for Memorial Stadium at Illi-
nois, and was honored by the
university for his continued
interest and activity in alumni
affairs.

Sun. i
gr(j 17(,\111’\\’

tdavr. 1-2 1975
More important for Decatur,
he was one of those instru-
mental. in obtaining Adolf
Meyer Center, a facility of the
state Department of Mental
Health, in Decatur.

He was an example of those
who find time to do many
things simply because they -
think these things ought to be
done — no matter how great
their other responsibilities may

Mr. Powers was a vigorous
exponent of what he thought
would be good for Decatur,
and he did not hesitate to de-
bate with those who believed
otherwise.

Some of his dreams have not
come true and some may be
not too far across the horizon.
But over the years, Mr. Pow-
ers 'vas a stimulating influence
in the community.

That influence will be missed
in the years to come.




357 West Decztur Street

In 1906 Charles G, Powers purchased from a Dr. Curtis the Somtheast
corner of Decatur and Edward: S8Streets. This lot is 150 feet wide
and 440 feet deep, excepting a lot 40 feet East and West and

220 feet North dnd South on Edward Street, James Moore owns a
brick house on . the last deseribed lot. -

In 1910 Charles G. Powers employed R.O., Rosen, architect, to draw
the plans for the house that now is situated on the Southeast corner
of Decatur and Edward Streets. The house is a three story one with
full basement and is approximately LU5 feet wide East and West and
60 feet deep North and South.

The basement walls are 16" brick walls. The first and second floor
walls are 12" briek walls faced with cream colored hard pressed face
brick with buttered white joints, The outside walls of the first and
second floors are lined with 2x4 studs upon which is placed a fireproof
wallboard and smooth plaster. The third flo-r walls are 2xk studs

with fireproof wallboard and smooth plaster. There are 5 dormer windows
in a hard tile red roof.

All of the gutters, downspouts and fancy railings are copper. There
is an observation deek 10x20 on top of the roof with access from an
iron stairway.

All of the floors in the house are wooden and covered with hardwood
flooring. All of the trim (except the window frames) is stone, in-
cluding the large columns on the front of the house, There are 3
separate porches. The porches and the terrace are all covered
with red tile. There is a press button elewyator running from the
pasement to the third floor. The basement has a large laundry, wine
room, a large drying room, a large utility room and a garage for
four automobiles.
Entering the house from the North is a reception hall, from which a
beaotiful mahogany stair-way leads to the second floor. To the left
of the hall is the music room, to the right of the hall is a dining
om, The hall leads into a living room 20x36,-there is a sumroom
and a toilet in conjunction with the living room. The back hall
leads into a white faced, glased brick kitchen and breakfast room.

f*i

-

The stairs to the second floor land in a square reception hall off of
which there are & bedrooms with 24 baths. Off of the back hall on
second floor is a sewing room, two servants rooms and a bath.

The third floor consists of a large ballroom with two separate
storage rooms.

There is an entry driveway on the Eést side of the house with a
porte-cochere, The driveway has a circle behind the house, South
of the circle was a vegetable and flower garden, South of whiech
was assmall oorchard,

The cost of the house was $83,000, besides the cost of the lot

P * s
oty Thers Tl e
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Powers-Jarvis Mansion, a

Off-Street Parking Snag

Housing Project Would Raze Mansion

nners have expressed
ions about a 119-
t complex for the
cosed for the site
= the Powers-

on. 357 W. Decatur

n development
azing of the 66-

1 con-
T

The Oxford Group, an In-,
dianapolis, Ind., firm proposing
to construct and manage the

building, has asked the city to |
approve a 75 per cent reduction |

in the number of required off-
street parking spaces for the
project.

But the city’s Department of
Community Development has

concluded that 28 parking
spaces, particularly in that
neighborhood, are not ade-
quate, says chief planner

Robert R. Menzies.

Menzies emphasized, though,
| the city has ranked low-cost
housing for the elderly as a top
priority.

And the city, he said, will
work cooperatively with the

developer.

Planners were prepared to
recommend the Decatur Zoning
Board of Appeals deny the Ox-
ford Group’s request for the
parking variance, Menzies
said, but the firm, upon hearing
that decision, asked the petition
be tabled.

Sherman Troy, a vice presi-
dent of the firm, said
alternatives will  be
sidered.

He hopes the city will not
take an arbitrary stand that
could jeoparidze the project,
saying he does not want to “see
it go down the drain.”

Troy said the firm has a
confract {o

ing Development Authority, a
state agency that loans money
to private investors for low or
ﬂor*e income housing pro-
approved the site and

con- |

purchase the |
mansion and the Illinois Hous- |

Decatur landmark, slated for razing as part of housing project.

1 Gene Campbell, Decatur real

estate businessmen.

Rent for the one-bedroom
units that will compose the
project would be $312 a month,
Menzies reported.

Noting the figure appears
high, he explained it is based
on government Information
supplied to  The  Oxford
Group.

Admission would be based on
income levels.

A relatively new
program —  the
Assistance Plan — would sur
plement the rent fenanis zrs
able to pay.

It replaces former
programs used fo ¢
projects such as the
and the Hartford, two lezl
housing facilities.

Menzies said
likely seek a cor
the project !
eiderly or I
for severz!
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l—g Denial May Net Save Hansion W%o le7¢

(Phil i

Oxford Group Could Change Plan

B Faw =l=rski
ibwesmiress of The Oxford
(e 5 ==t this after-
IS sEernatives for
e Signng. o=t or low in-
e sy persons on the
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codes for a six-story complex
would require the use ¢f more
expensive building materials
and safety features, Troy
said.

“It is'a shame we are now
forced to go to a more ex-
pensive solution,” he said.

He cited a list of reasons
which ~ went into the

determination of the 8312 =z
menth projection.

Among them were that the
rent mclude< ek bt 1 €52
elevators, safety features to
accommodate  elderly  and
handicapped persons, pro;ected
increases in construction costs,
financing costs and “red tape”
associated with a government

Historic Site Designation
Could Prohibit Razing

The possibility that the
Powers-Jarvis Mansion is a
national historic site could
prohibit its being razed and a
federally subsuhzed housing
project being huilt in its
place.

Roy Reaves executive order

consultant for the Chicago of-
fice of the U.S. Department of
the Interior, said the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development would be
mandated to seek a historic
determination on the building
before a proposed federal
nousmg project for the elderly
is built on the site.

Dr. Lachlan F: Blair, a

University of Tllinois professor,
told the Decatur Zoning Board

of Appeals Tuesday he believes
the mansion is eligible for in-
clusion in the National Register
of Historic Places.

But actual inclusion in the

register is not requu‘ed for the

executive order to be in ef-
fect.

Reaves said if there is any
question a building or site is of
historic value, the federal fun-
ding agencv must have it
checked with the state Depart-
ment of Conservation or the

federal Department of the
Interior.
Inclusion in the national

register carries a requirement

" that strict zoning be maintain-

ed near the site so as not to
jeopardize = ifs historic
cnaractenstxcs Blair said.

program, he said.
m he said the fee was pro-
jectec  for  renting the

apartments some 28 months
from now.

The property currently is
zoned for an apartment com-
plex. and if The Oxford Group
developed an alternative which
provided a parking space for
each unit, zoning board ap-
proval would not be need-
ed

The Osford Group has the
opticn to purchase the proper-
ty, currently owned by Realtors
Wayne and Gene Campbell.

And Troy said the firm pro-
bably would seek approval of
the realtors before any steps
would be taken to demolish the
building.

He indicated that decision
could be made this after-
noon. ’

Troy - said the emotional
issues surrounding the proposz.
to raze the Powers-Jarvis
Mansion contributed to the
zoning board’s decision not @
grant the variance request for
48 parking spaces.

“There is no way the board
‘would have approved it.” he
said.

The final vote was 5 to 1. wilk
A. J. Devereaux the only board
member voting in favor of the
varianee.







Apartment Complex 3/36/7¢

Group Accepts
Alternative Site

By Jan Gilarski

A 4.5-acre parcel of land on
the city’s north side has been
selected by The Oxford Group
as an acceptable alternate site
for an apartment complex for
the elderly and physically
handcapped.

The firm's original plans
called for building the complex
on the site of the Powers-Jarvis
Mansion, 357 W. Decatur
St.

Oxford Vice President Sher-
win Troy said today the new
site plans are subject to ap-
proval by the Illinois Housing
Development Authority
(IDHA), which loans money for
construction of such projects.

Troy declined to identify a
specific tract, only saying it
was near Decatur Memorial
Hospital.

“It is appropriately zoned
and hopefully will accomplish
what we propose to do,” he
said.

Troy said to make up for
some time the firm has lost,
the design of the complex will
be the same as a project the
firm is now building in Cham-
paign.

If those plans are approved
by IDHA, the project may be
under construction this sum-
mer, Troy said.

The Champaign complex is
three stories and has 156
apartments — 46 more than
originally proposed for De-
catur.

The site identified by Troy
was the last of several sites he
viewed during a visit to De-
catur last week.

But Troy noted that if the site
plans are not approved hy

IDHA, the firm will proceed
with its original plans to raze
the Powers-Jarvis Mansion.

The Oxford Group decided to
seek an alternate site after ob-
jections were voiced to the
razing of the mansion and the
question brought up as fto
whether the mansion could be
protected from demolition he-
cause it is a ‘‘potential” his-
toric site.

The state Department of
Conservation has sent a letter
to city officials advising that
the mansion is ‘“‘within the
boundaries of a proposed Na-
tional Register historic dis-
trict,” according to Bill Farrar,
coordinator of the department’s
office of preservation serv-
ices.

Farrar said today the letter
is only an ‘“‘opinion based on an
inventory of the entire state.”

The home’s possible eligi-
bility for inclusion in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Sites
would prevent another federal
agency — in this case the U. S,
Department of Housing and
Urban Development — from
jeopardizing its existence.

Charles Cherches, director of
the city’s department of com-
munity development, said to-
day he would have to be satis-
fied the city would not violate
any state or federal regulations
before it would issue a demoli-
tion permit to the development
firm.

‘“We are going to have fo
have a clear cut legal path to
follow before taking any ac-
tion,” he said.

Cherches said he had not re-
ceived the letter from the De-
partment of Conservation as of
this morning.



Which Is Which?

I m wundering about the
mansion on West
Mm' Sirest known as the
Ogiesby Estate. I'm not quite
mure of e name.

Cmsld QUEST give some in-
formwSer 2s to how old it is

ami == history? — Mrs.
Bomaicd Clapp, Decatur

The large residence on West
Deczor Street is known as the
Powers mansion. You have it
comfused  with  the Gov.
Richard J. Oglesby home at
421 W. William St. .

Construction of the Powers
mansion was begun in 1909
znd completed the next year.
The cost was said to be
$83.000. It was built for
Charles G. Powers, eldest son
of Orlando Powers and one-
tme owner of the family’s
downtown real estate.

The Powers’ called the home
“Fleur-de-Lis,” and it was
formally opened in June of
1910 with a reception attended
oy about 200 persons. A lavish
#7zir the open house was one
«f the most elaborate parties
ever given in Decatur. For the
event. the Powers Opera
Fouse orchestra was stationed
& the upper hall on the second
#oor 2nd played all during the
eveming

The Powers family owner-
1 was ended when the home
w2 morigaged and subse-
guenty lost to a Cleveland
Bemk == 2 Florida land invest-

. The owner then was a John
l’ Wieser of Cleveland, but he
pever occupied the home.

It next was sold to'a J. P.
Gobberdiel of Peoria in 1935,
He returned it to Wieser in
1937 bécause his company re-
quired -him to resxde in
Chicago., )

“The riekt owner was Sam D
Jarvis, an independent oil
operator. The purchase. was
made in 1938 for an undisclos-
ed sum. .

Mr. Jarvis died in 1953, and
the home was part of the
estate inherited by his son
Vernon D. Jarvis. The younger
Jarvis occupied the 32-room
mansion until 1961.

That year, Jarvis put the

furnishings and the praperty
on the auction block. Ap-
parently, however, the sale
was not completed because of
low bidding. The highest bid
was made by Jarvis’ attorney
and the property remained in
Jarvis’ hands.
" The younger Jarvis died in
1965, and under terms of his
will, his entire estate was put
into a trust fund. Beneficiaries
of the trust were listed as his
five children.

In more recent years, an
attempt to purchase the large
mansion for use as a museum
was made.

In 1969, a Decatur museum
‘committee offered $55,000 and
later upped that to $62,500, but
both figures were rejected.
The asking price was $70,000,
and a representative for the
owners said they did not feel
they could accept any lower
price.

So, the home remains emp-

Y so/11/7 7

their 1939 auto license plates.

Jolnl7s

This is the Powers-Jarvie mansion on W. Decatur Street.

Twenty Years Ago—1939

The residence at 357 West
Decatur street, built 30 Tears
previously - by Charles

Powers at a cost of about

§100,000 was Purchased by
Sam_D. Jarvis, oil operator.

Rain had fallen every day for
the last eight days and a total
of 16 days for the month.

A crew of six state hlgh“ av
patrolmen arrested 14 in De-
catur who had failed to secure

At 421 W. William $t. is the Oglesby home.

!




M ez hope o restore the former Powers-Jarvis Mansion fe its former grandeur. (oraliii A ry

Dr=amm Com= True’ for Dorseys

Area Family Buys Powers-Jarvis Mansion

Towers Estate, such as a long
& memsn @ JETes 20 <fa. “We never kmew they
e L would come back home,” she
S AL LT TR S said.
She added they are interested
in buying furniture originally
from the home.

Ty B T T2

e e S
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L =ty : : ;
e The third floor, which was

once a ballroom, will be “Jim’s

museum,” Mrs. Dorsey said.
Portions of the basement will

e used to house her husband’s

Wiy TEre T =d

e S T e

o S—— cars, as a recreation room for
— g— the children and to store can-
m N T e S ned goods, she said.
i i .“; i R for
P . The Dorseys, who have lived
- — m -~ in Moweaqua for 16% years,

The presidents of two local
historical groups have voiced

I =

— -Jarvis Mansion has been. pur-

chased and will be used as a
e s ® f2nta-  private home. :
o R TITE e Mrs.
j—— The home was purchased by

Tames and Patsy Dorsey of
Moweaqua on Friday.

“T'm thrilled it's going to be
s private home,” said Julia
ses Meyer, president of Powers
s=s 14 2nd  Community Cultural Center
e which was formed earlier this

‘ vear to save the mansion.

She said a meeting will be
sought with the new owners o
$ind out how the group can be
of assistance. She said the or-
canization can help locate
~-me of the original furniture
and gather history on the

e e e R
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nome.

“We'd like to get the house
hack together, but it depends
or. how much help they (the
ew owners) want,” she said.

‘ ~ -2 \rs. Meyer added the organ-
s T w=e S e 1zation will have to meet and

excitement that the Powers

S o b
lirsthl ),1/4;;- N “

plan to move into their new
home within a couple of weeks.

Dorsey says he is “just a fac-
tory worker” at the Decatur
Caterpillar Tractor Co. plant.
Mrs. Dorsey is an -assistant ac-
tivities director for the Eastern
Star Home at Macon.

As luck would have it, Mrs.
Dorsey said they purchased the
home just as she and her hus-
band began their two-week va-
cation. which enables them to
get a fast start on making the
home livable.

Immediate attention will be
given to replacing broken win-

Historical Groups fo Offer
Help in Restorafion Work

decide what to do with the mo-
ney raised so far in their own
efforts to buy the mansion.

The group organized whein it
was proposed the home be
razed and an apartment com-
plex constructed there.

Mrs. Amelia Mulrooney,
president of the Macon County
Historical Coordinating Coun-
cil, said, “I am very happy so-
mebody is going to have it for a
home.”

Mrs. Mulrooney said her or--

ganization will offer its help
“in any fashion.”

“P'm glad the home is saved.
Now the character of the neigh-
borhood is going to be Te-
tained,” she said.

She said the plan to raze the
home made residents aware
that part of their heritage was
going to be destroyed.

“They got behind the project
when they realized something

old and'fine was going down.”
she said. “Too few people real- dition
ize the value of restoration.” &

A and  redecoratins

lier years.

Outside work will include
pairing the b

-and painting.

‘They hope to have the resio-
ration complete by next sum-
mer.

“Normally when someone un-
dertakes a bhig job like 1o,
people say you must be crazv.”
Mrs. Dorsey said. “However,
people have been giving us
their blessings and say the¥
hope everything turns oW all

Tight.”

“We want to make it into so-

mething we, as well as the

community, can be proud of,”
she added.

“1 hated to think of this place
being torn down,” Mrs. Dorssy

said.

In February a plen was &=
closed to raze the mans ]
construct apartments -
elderly and physically bans
capped.

However, The Oxford G
an Indinapolis de
firm, canceled ifs p
citizens organized {o save
miansie =

The Oxford Group found
ther location near Decafnr M
morial Ho 1 to b ;
complex.

The mansion was pErChESeC
from Gene and | e Cam
phell for an unESCESER

am
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Powers Mansion

Affer pop’s built the opera
house what do you do for an
encore?

If Charles Powers, son of Or-
lando, upstaged his dad, it was
the Powers Mansion he built in
1909 that did it.

When the home’s first occu-
pants weren’'t idling winters
away at the Breakers Hotel in
Palm Beach, Fla. they were in-
troducing grand scale lavish-
ness to Decatur.

Depending on which sidewalk
supervisor you talked to during
its. construction, you might
learn the mansion cost any-
where from $50,000 to well over
$100,000 to erect.

And well it might have when
you counted four porches on a
scale as large as 9 by 48 feet,
an electric elevator, basement
garage housing eight or nine
vehicles, a sweeping mahogany
staircase and copper cornices.

Glorious times revolved
around the house as its owners
introduced golf to the town,
twirling clubs in a Johns Hill
pasture, and Mrs. Powers’ re-
putation waxed as a founder
and patron of the Decatur Art
Institute.

The carefully constructed
dream came crashing down
when the mansion was mortga-
ged and lost in a Florida land
investment.

Latham native Sam D. Jar-
vis, the next long-term owner
of the house with leaded glass
bookeases and lion’s head door
knocker, bought it in 1939.

A street car operator and
auto salesman, he eventually
became an independent oil man

made wealthy by Scuthern Il-
linois oil discoveries.

Having once chauffered a
Latham banker in a 1909 White
Steamer, Jarvis in later life
built the Carriage Cavalcade
museum of antique autos and
horse-drawn carriages in Silver
Spring, Fla.

The stately buff brick resi-
dence passed to his son Vernon
upon Sam’s death in Custer,
S.D. in 1953 while attending
rodeos.

Vernon’s family occupied the
mansion sporadically during
the 1950s. Under clouded cir- -
cumstances the family auc-
tioned it and all its confents in
1961.

For 10 per cent down and the
balance in 30 days, bidders
could have Item 638 in the bid-
der’s book. No one was willing
to pay a price below the high-
est original building cost
guesses, though.

(P. H. Sproat listed the build-
mg and grounds at a market -
price of about $65,000 in 1959).

The week-long auction in the
third floor banquet hall lured
well-dressed buyers from the
south and east coasts to bid on
such items as an expensive dia-
mond dinner-ring set.

In more recent years at-
tempts to buy the fabled house
for a museum and religious
purposes failed as did-plans to
raze it for an apartment com-
plex for elderly and handi-
capped.

Wayne and Gene Campbell
and others purchased it in 1974,
then sold it to Jim and Pat
Dorsey in July.
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EVEN IF IT is paradise,
Jeaves still need raking at the
Dorsey (alias Powers) Man-
sion, fop. So owners Pat and
Jim do groundskeeping duty
e other folks.

THE PLUSH red dining rom

‘s 2 vacuuming from Pat
J'm’s mother Jennie Dor-
i 2 daughter relax, far
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