
i.:gister of 01d Buildings
Macon Coun--;,. ristorieal Coordlnating Council

Address: 357 *es-, ;eca+,ur - Fleur - de Lis.
Legal iesc=lption:

Assesscr': Subdivision of a part of the W llz of SE
Llu o: Ssc 1! Township 16 N. Range 2 East of lrd pM.

2C' 'i ,i ?dj N 232, a (rxc W 66-t/Z s, ZT5.B.) of Lot 2.

Dale of originai ccnstruetiont 19a9.
1p10 completion.

Nane of oriqlna c'';-.erl Charles G. Powers.

Historyl See reve:se side.

3?-ro:E ;arsion.
Buiit 3.'u c,3st of betreen $8J,000 and $100,000, in 1909-

191-0, cy Charles G. Powers.
Cha.ries l. lorers was the eldest scn of Orla:rCo For=rs

who ca*.e +"c Decatur ln 1349, anC aras:ed a-cor: 70C0
aeres cf property by exchanging c;+ne-hl; for ',i1ing
an,l d:a1:i1ng. In 1889 0:1an.i.: lcxers b',l:_it nis first
opera hc:l:e. Hotel C:'lanlc n=nai ill hin, haf iis grand
ope:r1n6 fe =::,-iary i?, i:?:4.

:':ri=r' ;e-i1! and ReViex

"]':ly 3, lW3

0wnersl 1909 - Charies 3. lore:s
Joh:: F. fies=r :f J:ai'eland.

)-935 - J. P. 3ob;er:1el oi ?ec:'a.
7937 - ionn F. -ij-:se:.
1939 - Saa .3. Jarvis.
l-953-L96L - Yeino. Jarvis occupled the hone.
1965- Ye::non .Iarvis Sstate, i-n trust for five,,chlldren.
lW4- Uayne ane Gene Campbel1.

Present olrners 3 Halme and Gene Canpbel1.

C



state=eni, aitached to carc far if, iest lecatur Ln offlce of
Assessor (lho,Zil, Cecatur ?ornshl;

Copper gutters ani ior:rspouts.
Glased boclck ua11 ln litchen*
0lnl^ng roolr - na.nc=-any xainscoiing and. treams*
Sahogany beams in 1lvlag roonr
I{ahogan3'han3 ralis cn maln stalrn
Snalgel waLnscote on sin stairs.
Soors of raahogany on ist and 2nd.
Reereatlon roo* cn Jxi flcor - 14g0 square feet*
& ear gara€e 1n +-:=ent.
One seetlonaL dcor x7l auto opaner.
Auto&atlc elel.aicr, baseaent to Jrd fLoorr
All porehes an'i -u€:rECes - t,1le floor over brick arehes turned.

between steel I beaxs.
Front porch 2+ ; 1E, has 4 24 lncir* round fluterl c&l_usns d carved

stone cap 13 feet hlgi:,
$Ide prgola 1l-'x2t+t, lrith ,, t3
Bear porch, Zni Aocr, 40 x 10',
&*seaent inrch, csneni flocr 32
No swlnalng pocir
2 etorles - 1] rooas, brieF. f:r:ndatlcn, brlck extertor, centra} *Lr

cond.ltlontng, aansa=d. rcci, =eclua plteh, tl1e rcof. ? open
trnrches, tlie-iloored k_i.,che*. & beths, t half-bath;

ln*h round.* etone colunns"

x 10' and lL x l.0r n

r



The Porers Hansicn is one of Deeaturrs nost distinetlve homes,
Bullt ln 1910 by a locaL arehltect, R. 0. Rosen, it has many influ-
ences fron the Coiunbian Bxpsitlon and the revival of Classical ar-
chitecture. Tbe hona alnost nonumental in form, is elaborately syn-
metrieal. r+ith clear artieulated parts. The een+-ra1 projectlng portico
clearly dominates the rings and terminal features. Characteristlcs of
the style inciude icnie columns, bracketed eaves llnte1ed and arched
wlndoxs and ::se cf balconies. The structure is typically midwestern
because of i--s icng over-hanging eayes, use of large blank spaces and
horizontal en;:irasis .

?his house ls one of my favorites - very typical hones of the
upper mi-ddle ciass, and the stable condlti-on before liorld }iar I.

(nraAfo:ra Cantrell rrote the above
about the Porers-Jarvis House, De-
cember, L9?5)
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-\morrg the eminent men of Illinois whose
irie recorcl forms an integral part of the
hisrr:r1- of Decatrrr, Hon. Orlanclo Porvers
r,'as numbered. In his death the city iost
.re of its most progressiYe residents and
aciile and honorable business men, as u'e11

.-s one r,vhose influence r1-as felt in r-narked
degree along the line of intellectual and
noral advancement. As the dav, r.,-ith its
i.norning of hope and promise. its noontide
of activity, its' evening of completecl and
success{ul efforts, ending in the grateful
rest and quiet of the niglit, so was the life
of this honored man. His career was a

long, busy and useful one, marked by the
utmost fidelity to the duties of public and
prir-ate life, and crowned with honors con-
ferred upon him in recognition of superior
nerit. His name is inseparably interrvoven
t-ith the annals of Illinois, with its best de-
velopment and its stable progiess, and his
:remory is cherished as that of one rvho
::'rade the world better for his having lived.

The Jife record-o{-Otlando Powcrs hegal
,:,n t1.re ?-LSl-el-l4jJL--I8IZ, flear the village
oi Chariton, -Saratoga countv. New Y_o.5!,

and his 1,outh was that of the usual farm
bov rvho assists in the operation of the
i.ids through the months of summer, while
r:.r the rvinter seasons he pursues his edu-
::-:ion in the common schools. It rvas in
.tr:: rrranner that XIr. Powers passed his

-rhood ciays until he reached thc afc of
.r:::...-n vears, I,vhen he started for }Iavana,
-----t--:-:r:eqp-g!gg to a requcst of his brothcr
-.'.':..: arn that Orlando sl.rould go tq that
:.1:r 1 and assist him itLcarrJilg-p:l h:s

.,,--- thg_r-,e. \Iaking his way to Nerv
.- .,: lrlr. Porvers, of this revierv, !qo-k
- r :: .1.- r1lo-u_the_Se[o,oUe1-fielsn, but was

I]IOGITAPHICAL.

ORLANDO POWERS.

rlcstinecl nevcr to reach thc port for rvhich
he sailed, for thl-t- s-[ip --[as-w{e!kciln-3
se-vqfe.,S-Lgltlr rvirerr it had bccn under r'r'ay

{or three c1ays. 'fhe rescttc of f[r. Po'nvers

rvas alnrost r.nalr-e1ous. Hc---ad-Captai:t
Trchcr,.-.who colnmandcd the vessel, to-
gether rv-it]r tltree oI the sailors, drifted
nl,otr the q!err sca Ior eleverr ria)'s, c-Li4g1-lg

A*Ihs-aisat{el-:rutk, part of r'vhich was otlt
of r.vater. They subsistecl upon a scanty
supply of sea biscuit and raw potatocs and
a vcry short allor,vance of water. Wl'ren
nearly famished becartse of lack of foocl ancl

almost crazed by rvant of drink, thev rvere
plck-cd--ltp-by-a F'rench brig bouurl lor Ror-

{ea!11!-a-qd-er.e.dual!y*1aaded-aJ-La3ocl:elle,
r'vhence they rvere taken on to Borcleattx
by land. ' I{r,-,P-qrvers- -had o-s--mo!.e,y,!ar
clSthilC,Ey,e-lha"t-.rvhich he wore, and rv:ls
evc!1-r[it!pufb-1]at, hut-f o-und,a- kind-ftiel,l-
il a-u English- gentleman-who relieved his
iqrr]:,ediate,:lralrts- and cared for him,,lt.rtil
opportunity came for l.rim to retttrn home.
Re-crossing the Atlantic he landcd at Nerv
Yorl< ar.rcl through the assistance of brrsit.ress

acquaintances of his elder brother he u'as
enablcd to promptly dischargc the inclebt-
edness lvhich it hacl been neccssary for him
to incur. He did not tarry long in the me-
tropolis, brrt procecded at once b1, steamer
rtp thc Ilttrl-.otr rivcr to his liotrrt', rvherc he

harl lrcr:rr lorrg ntotlrttc,l as tlcatl. A{ter tis-
itirrg lris peolrlc lrc ,rncc tnore t'uac1e an at-
tollr{. {rv crlcr thc busittcss rvorlrl, ancl this
tinr c s3ilsdirqu-Ne.lr YorLlo.Ilot'i1e, -,A.1+-

banra. IioI-.s-eme tinre .he r,ernaiue<l-in,the

5ou!!, bei4g,g!tgagg-d- i[--!,us-ilx:ss entcr-
p (-i,: 9 s, .r_1'r _4 Lu b aqra an r-1- =\Li.ss:stippi- i n c o n -
nectior.r 'lvith his brothers ar.rci brother-in-
1arv, Chauncey \\iill<inson, during rvhicl.r

ffiffi
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time he corrclncterl operations at llobile,
Tuscaloosa, I'rairie B1uff and Abercleen, ancl
jn 1849. on lear.ingtl're soutl:*.Je_look--r:p
ltis al,u,ic irr l)ccr1rtr.

l!r,_!l911crs tnd r-ltjts,1 ih'_' .i!y iq. $+2,
ltis- nr otller . l rrrl,,.his --tlricr- luotbers-Llcorgc
all d Sa mr-r c1, hat..il g. lq ca-t e cl h cr:c somc-ycan.s

Ix-t.rrc - li e i n g f a r-.o rab 111 i,i ngr,c,l:ecl__u,idr-
thc er,1r.!rqr p c.it-y,,alcl.itsJutrrr.e Iro-ii1re{-ts--1rc
ICiQ.h-C -.t-e-.-r1.11.-,v, his i.utcrests rvit1r t1r,' |1acc,
and up to thc tirne of his rlcath rcrnaitrerl :r

colrtinuLrrls resirlcrt of I)eca.trrr from rS-19

rvith the erception o{ a brief pcriocl oI one
rlecar-le. u,hich he passecl irr Jacksonville,
Illinois. On iocating irr Decatrrr. \lr. Por.v-

ers-!leca1ne idclrtifie r-
ests AS the_, olyner oi a sal\. and-grist rrill.
'lhis he operatecl for a tirle and t.lrsn en'r-

barlicd in cor.nmercial pursLrits, estabiishirrg
a boqf e!4j!c,9__i!q!e. He becarne lvidell'
knotvn in busirrcss circlcs here and extencled
his actiliir- ir-rto manr- iines u.hich pror-e11

of lalue to Dccatrrr as ri'e1l as a sorlrce oi
profit to himsrlf. Jror rrarr]- r.e;lrs he u'as
ttLe -o-ff:ttel oi:le-e[f=l-sef-r'if r hstr: cr 1r,roLs

!t Ue=c...111 ,l,g1ll!f . In rrattcrs oi business
his jurlgrncnt u-as aln-e.r's s,.rurrc1 ancl relial,rle
and u,hile hc u-:L-s corservative to the point
of sajetv he u'as 2l.-sq pp,rgrcssive ancl qrrick
to note opportLrnitir-'s \1'liich c(lire to all.
In the earh'r'ears of lris residence here he
realized that Illinoi-s u-as cle.-.tine11 to lre-
come a grcat anci populous statc lrccaLrse trf
the fertilitv of its soil, u'hich offcrerl splcn-
did opportrlnitics to rlrc agrrcultrtrist.

Ol: ]I-\[4,)], rL ri--.';1

c:l-' ,,i r,r''. 1. ,_ .;:.. . -.

1r1, t,. :r. 1,, i,r't' .nl, l

a p,lacc oI crrtertairrncir: ,i .,,,-_- .. - -_.
arrri hcr lte,-rple har-e c-,',.ri- i i-r_: i i.
prottcl. No inrl;ror-entent iL,i- :;.. ,'::.
g,,,,,1 su11ql1l lris qe-,,1,,rrrr,:. ,.
ancl it u'orrlcl br: to recount rnost ,t ::;:
tcrpriscs of 1)ccatur to give a ii::,:,1
cr(lnccrn,q rvhich have bencfitecl br-his ass

a1tce.

On thc zTth of Scptenrbcr. r8-r?.
f'ou'crs n'a-s rrrritecl in Jnarriage io )
C.harlotte 1.. Given, rtf Srnithland. Un
countl-, lientuckv. It n.a-s wlrile he r

trar-eiing on lior-scback front I{obiic..r
barna. to i)ec:rttrr, on his first trip in lt
that he rlet tlris latlr'. anrl the frienC;
that thus originatcrl er-cntually icd to ti
nrarriage. She u'as a rlarrgirtcr oi Her
Given, oi Sntithland, I{cntucky. Ulto -

ancl llrs. Pou,crs u.t'rc born forrr childlc,'
,\licc, rr,ho was borrr S.pt"niEii]-i!
arr'l tlic,l ,'rr tlrt :zrl ,[ \lril. r8;8; Ch:,r t'
+ i,,,i,,,, i.,gt , fffi-
born -fLrne 2o, rrS[r1, and nor,v a resident
Dccatttr; an(l :\naljel, rvho was born ;
gLrst 18, 1867. and is the rviclow of Char,;'
1(crncy, of Ur-zrrrsr.ille, Indiarra. llrs. Po

cr' ,iic,l )la1 .l, r897, an,l IIr. Porr:c.-
l-l-tss!-(l ll.ty4l' Iuly I, Iqo2. his rema:ins bei
irrt crrctl in (ireenlvoocl ccmeterJ', ltv t

-i,it' ,,f his rvife. el13-fles G. Po5crs. 1--
clrler son. lvas born in Decatur. JLrne:.
t86t, reccived his cducation in the schoc,,

Wisely he made irrvestntr:rtt in rcal estatg. here, ancl tvl.ren thirteen years of aqe:
aSlffttjtfg furge lrr(l1)('1' - r.r.ror.cd with his Iantily to Jack.onlii ;
irg both{arm llqlf Ufl-qtlt-]Sl]tf. As tl're rvhere },e c,r,,tl!qlet1 l1is e ,

vcars pils.cr:rl ltt: intlrt',rt t'r1 :tttrl tlelclopctl Illinoi,s Co.l1cge, being graclLratecl irl,!i qE.

his propcrl,r, rrrrrl :Ls 1r.'iortntl goorl oppor- of r88'+. -\Iter tu.o vears lrc 1t- :-i.."
ttrnity f,rr s;Lic ltc tli-slro.rcrl o[ his irryest- ])ccatur aucl errterq,l thc ofhcc oi :
rrrcrrt.s at:r \irr)r clcsir-ub1e plofit. FIis t:rrter- Lfr_]frsi.."l,o .::oo tl,. ng

lirisc rvas alsrt a1t actilr-' factor in the prolrcrtics. In this rvar- hc .I.rir,. - ',=1,!--

1re rur:Lnt'nt itrtPr,-rr-cmclt anrl nratcrial ex- irito his fathcr's bu-si11ess. H,.r a1s,- : ..: 1. ''

pansiott of I )ccatLrr. Jrt r 88q hc erqctecl atr for trvo .vcars, hut nrrl \\'itll thc : ':-.li-
oDerzr hottsc. rvliiclt rvould be a crcdit to a oI 1;racticine it. ()n t|e cxtrirali .. :'-::.

1{,,
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PAST AND PRESENT OF ]I,\CO\ COUNTY.
t::.:

- -_ '..iirr.1887,@
: :'.: :,1 US:_EES_BqgS1q a dar-rgh-

- ' :.::,:,tl .f ason Rogers, and unto thcrn
. : -::_ i,:rrn -trvo chi.ldren: Qrlsnrb 3sg-

-- : ' . -,.. as born January ro, r89r, anrl

- , '.:.:: rSth of 4pU],,SJ_t1r_e-_EAnS _r_qar I

- 
-=- ---;--- .: I l^rtard, rvlro was born -\rrgu-t

: .." 1 is trorv at horne. 'fhc uarerrr.
- r': :: . rr::s of the Presbyterian church,
'' .: : l'Ir. Powers is servir.rg as a trllstee.
: . ,:. he has alt;a1-s ireen a RcpLrb-

.: ' .: has ner.er consentecl to hold office.
'= .'. :.. llu-ers was nlarriecl .fune 17, r89o,
- -, :.:-.s I{erney, of Evansville, Inrliana,
' r,- L\ugust r, rgo2, and she and 1-rer

--: l{c,r..'arcl are living on the old Pol.-
- . :r-c.tcacl.' Shc has one chilcl, Char-
- . :glrt. bortr Jaruary 4, 1895. Hou.-

..-::.nr Por,vers receivecl his eclucation
: -.rr and Jacksonville and is asso-

, , :l: his brotlrer in tl.re managentent

p:e:ii rl:e iamilr- having in the meantime
:{==ed to rhis city, he joined his brother
rr 'l:siness. and the1, took charge of their

-i:Le:'s afairs. comprising business inter-
-- ;:nsurpacsed in volume and importance.
nce that time the brothers l.rave continued
the managemeut of the estate. They are

-decren o{ excellent business sagacity
rd foresigl.rt, and in the supervision of the
''iopert)- in'rerests. have shown marked dis-
imination and unfaltering diligence. On

167

.iounti its r-;ar- frrtm his prrrse to the church
eixcheqrrer. @ty
torvard rh e. hrli 1 rljl$=rrl_thc_-frf,r+ eelifi ees
s.hich have heer@-
zatiotr an,-i in nrany chrirch offices he la-
borerl icr tire rvelfare of tl-re clenomination
and :he er-.eitsion of its influence. Some
vears agD he founde<l a scholarship in the
Prcsbr terian Theological Seminary oI the
\orthx est. \\-ith I{r. Powers frienclship
u-as inr i,r1ab1e ancl he gaincd manlr fllsnclg
throrrshont his 1ife, the circle of his friend-
ship bcing alr.r.rost co-extensivc with the cir-
cle crf his acquaintances. When those who
needed a,ssistance came to hirl his aid rvas
never rvithheld. ii it could be rendered, and
manr- a business rnan and firm in Dccatur
orves its prosperitv in iarge measure to the
generous assisiance received {roln I{r. pow-
ers in tlrtre of need. His orvn bnsiness ca-
reer \\as unassailabie. Ilonor and integ-
ritr- charactcrized his er-erv act and he was
ner-er knorvn to take adr-antage of his fel-
ion- men iir anr- business transactions. IIe
enjo-r-ed to the fullest extent the respect and
esteem of those rvith rvhom he rvas lonp-
assoclated.

SIL.\S P.\CI{ARD.
For ser entr.-three r-ears Silas Packarrl

has been a resident of Decatur-a recorrl
perhaps paraileled br that of no other citi-
zen here. The littlc village in ri'hich his
boyhood dar-s l'ere passerl haS dcr.eloped
into a city of nictropolitan proportions and
adyantagcs, ireing among the largcst in the
statc attrl rvith its inrpror, e rrrcnt llr. Packard
has 1<cpt :Llrrt':Lsl. :rlu'als nraintaining :r place
arrlolrg its learlirrg lxrsincss n'ren rir-rti1 to-
rlay he is :rccrtLruletl orre of its I'r-rost prorri-
ncnt capitalists. IJe early 1iac1 the sagacity
and prcscicnce trt discern the emiuence
which thc future hacl in store for. this great
and growing country ancl acting it accord-
ance with the clictates of his faith and judg-

:-r:!t,

-1"\". Porvcrs gave his political support in
-:-,.- ,iie to the \A'hig party antl when i\lr.
l:rcoln tr.as first placed on the Republican
:ket as nominee for the presidency he
::tr'l thc ranks of the new organization,
::i uhich lic continrrcd to affiliatc up to
-e :::--.ie of his death. IIc was zr rnan of
--:- c:, ,r1s irnprrlses arrcl gavc frecly of his
-"2n: tr:) cha.ritable and benevolent objects,
:'' r-et his giving was always free from
::iniati.n or displa-r*. He long helrl mem-
::=L:n rrith tlrc First Prcsbvtcrian church
: Decatur. and many thousand dollars
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fflr['er|t Scoffish Garne of Golf
Broy,gf1t fo Deiatui bi ioupte

- 
j :.-= 

:': ::-Dirt- s:ass is ,j^r:I,-:*ryr e4'::r-.a. a. r:e 
Gcr'-*; s="j-=o "il;r;: 

tire.tu''jnicre'--''. ,",.n, oi ,;ir'lo5iliii.r,tniXr, lf., 
^,1:^l?.rrMrs. 

wirriam Ban:.=-.
:rni a:': --:r;s a:e 'u'nlni-t ,1l.*' 'ilb' o"':::t oi iri, il:il'1;r#"fl"t 

"IH 1; g:::: Sp. etrrer Barcn_._.Ft .[ _aai-::a S and Der

=- -.? s:,_{-s _ goJi. 
rr,'r.t 

iu!?* st.r, rh;r:s" ri. 'ii] ;;;.rs 
tound on courses r- 

;i11i1 .ror:1s s e d g u.i c i:

' n :: 
_'-'1 farm ne# Steveni tt,,,rr 11,€, 

"r.i,rr HFI-P dnrivcd dar "' liut 
"f 
il;.""' 

s racIIIll€'S' also in

.-.-' -- ... *rtr, ,i[ ,r lr"in trore f-or ;,.,.,],111'u.f ., 
.,r "r.i, ;;i prol'rde at least (

',, .,^:::?;i; rdl,ut trre \\?.s an -ru";l.i: rl,'"1; Hf[ J':ili'* but equarr'v 
';;:1 :."r,,.*lt.*:;t mfJ:t*,g;:- . . ,.. b'asr a b,r_rn tne ;liiljl,:*ll;l;:';[ illl *]f.,Tl*ud rocar ,* nl: / iif*rA,lg[i1"#

, _.,,i;Hiitftr';ili*:: ;{,nL#.r,lj:fir,r:ilfl; ,i:}i.ffiiilf$T,t:,.#: 
I ;:liit"i#if fi#.'1:

e:r^1ng1sngs. bounrr in ,^-ll^nt.stffts ;';E 
,f^o1-a 

scgre n' l:. .-.uili'k';ij: ii|,','rt:"'I1l-,r.u*rti.'"*po.tl

Ifi:,,$;#;#i#il# #ffi * ,$,,* fril1*E "'r,H',',,ffi

Emis, S. w. I "u.Ylt ' the coLrrse

iii.*T :r; t I ;#ffil:lilidt,,ffi i'T ;ili
. -'-i aier rhe elub i ::Si;r,;;.."'johi,r,t' s. w. I -.:' 

ons har.p * rr.^, .L 
tlre course.

-. ,', . .':Lliirr. powers.Dr.wirrf,;"*I'..,1n^u j tr#*rTrt l';;,11,.11'r.tr,.i clubFoundaHomeinrgrs

[i*:']; ri5;*r;4;: rufii1*i*,-1iil ili{ii;xi';'r":l;il:

quuuru rne nountry 
: 

--- vv*lrr rrrrv rEalner I lt"'H"t"iil"'-i. to-llor1s.: i soles, ,,hobbies,, 
nf laoih.. -^-^ r ,,,^*l:,-BTn"s was the firct

:,o^l::.. 
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êrd-n
d
-{s

'r)
Lt
1)

C
-t

#.U
,,G\

2.fl\92

-

Q,
vl w



tt lfoe-



:. ,-

l_



)

t

t--

L

,4 Ji, rTss



3
t

I

C



e"t q,2 {f

e 57 2,t ,2 /Ju'it'"t'



7?-#.'./3)i76/

r



]i

I

-IE:' .

'jts 1.

lFt.:t
rii,l::
+a-'-ri=tr

?a- -'jri --S

TIF- Tw*:

1

"rt

..'..'.'.],.P"..}..,..ii;:i.:.'i.,#.:t;.-.'-,\t.<
.r; i1*" : it ' I ri 

'i$"",i 
" 

rr

,I "! ,uji;"*i,.,,,_

i* Man*iofi ' Fnffillrar ffinffiffia
iuo, t D pt,l 6 t tl l tf 

, xederal,"ald fol: the *rgj*: l'{t*'iot '
I renovatlon .as 

j a, Efnerat i iaryis' de'

I museu.rn, under eponsmsliip q l*-.,*++
Decqrur l "::i:l:-1"*,1]l--^,i:^=i:ii- lF,';'5t''r

Diory : r: ; 
l r$]H,H,*:H.$H;ffi t,',,ii,,. .::, !: I mittee. hoped;,t0. , dXplv.trtt *t,,' '1,;:li.:,'".,. I federalaid amoU{ting to about I:r ]. .;).'

ffi$;xl#ffi 1 

r$#frk'ffiT#f*** 
[| 

*'i
I9S2, althougtr they spent some I In Marih 1970,'the mansion r !,, '1. , '
timeintheDecatu-r home'after Ieauehtfire.'Flamesshot out of "' .,:.' .

that, In 1959, P: H. Spruatlisted i theYattip windsws on the wesi i.. r , '

the house and grountls'at a j s16s of the house: Police and i! '- , .,,

market value of about | fl1s officials,bvestigated' for [ ,; .",, "
$65,000. ' ". -,, . , lfo*tiUt. arson.. . .,', ,. . i':; r,. .: ::

Guests at the home*:during I Don R. Uverg@ sought.to 1 ,,r'':'! ''
the vears of Jarvis'ownership lrezone the vacant nAnsion for [. : ..;::
inchided Gov. John Stelle in the I professional o$icei iit Octobel l.,. .i t *,

earlv 1940s and 'television I 1972. The 'suggeslion :yas [, ":,
comldian Herb Shriner. ldeniedi iLr : I i':.',.'.lE',',i i.. : ' | 'Wavne 

arid C,etre Campbell. [; '];i,,.i,!'
Furnishings, including ?ItL Inec"atur rea1. esiai6[.': ;,;ff;j

que furniture,.china and silver ibusinessmen and :i 'eroun. of [.;; i',; ,l.
ffi :,#,'#itfl H'i,tllfitl*}fl ,"f fi 'ft',"ffi,fr "ii:',l11f r'1i',,
real estate would be soltl Nov. I oertv was puichased Jor,''ah[,,r,^;oi',18. : , i irndtietosea imqunt with plaqs-l:i1j:i-r,:,i'

About rzo o.irtu paid a is I of ionvgllingi it to pn .apart' l, ,'*, ti , *
admission tee 'tor 'the first i ment bu[dlng.or condommlum' I ''ii ' ']';;ffi;;l tG-uo.uon oo rviu. I ttreir piuot ii4 no!, gq in!o- df- [.qi'lr" i:]t
13. 196I. F. A. Scudder, auc- lt9cr'- ;'-' - I ''-'i"''
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i 1.',i,i;i'
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I the state ' Department of I slgnificantly and]lt would"be' 1,'; 

- "
iTourism, was in Decatur May lopentopersonsof allhges" lr' '",
'22, 1969, to tilscuss state and i i The PowercJ3ryry S"qlsio.!1[r. :,' .,

,; ; '-:ri -."'',i , _.'t--..;,. ,. ., .:i ,li 
.., u

'I t':. i",, ,1-; ' , :. .::;'".;t , '.ir" t
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: : .i.,=-.
1-,€' i..:

. : a jtr :. )
';;'aa.. ,*--=. )

' 
a ' '-

:- t;t="'': -'

i:. i4*r

tsl Claudia Lovelace
Tle Powers-Jarvis rnansion'

i:r-:i, at 3a7 W. Decatur St. is
sce sf Decatur's historical
: 

--":- 
a-'\,

,** '' r1:'

T:e first floor has art entry
:- :: ', 

=.:tbule, powder room,
: -r; :!,irn, adjolning screen'
. - :,- r::1. breakfast noorn,

- --.-:.::. kitchen with ad'
_ __. .--:ti o3in," l-= s.ccnd floor includes a

::- ::lm, master bedroom
--."*- arjolnilg marble bath,

-:: r',r?r large bedrooms, ail-. 
= ::erlarge bedrooms, ail

--.::- arioining baths, con-
:.,::.1 halis, nr.rserY room,: . ,:-.--l halis, nr.rserY...room,
.--.: i maids area with two

: ,r::.r-.rs and bath.
l-,: thLrd floor is comPletelY

: -.-s:.:d with a large ballroom

y
*.

Powers-.!&r

tu*Ir.-
t\r*,'r
!g J

::-:;.Ioom" and a srnaller
,. ,= ihe tiasement has a five
::: garage, a furnace and
: ,:ile room, laundry room
::. - : playroom.

-r-, tl:ree floors are served by
::. elevator. The estate is

,.:a:.d on a 150 bY 448 foot

-: sioile,a.! oLUUtr, Wl![ LVll

_: -:chas nearly surrounding the

::.e mansion is of buff brick
:: siole, with concrete

independdnt iliiriois oilindependent Iliinois oil operator
bouehtthe house in 1939. After
his deaff:, his, sop Vgrnort

The prcperty was gti up for.
sde il i959 after Vernon Jarvis

house.The red tile and coPper
msf aloiGis estimatpd to irlve
cost $lLQ_m when built.

- ?he "entrance on Decatut' 
Sheet js"set off by stone col'
umrs. taeh of which is said fo
weigd Silen tons. il{uch of the
noodwdtk is mahogany, and
the bathrooms and kitchens are
Eie(L .,'.

The l:Powers-Jaryi3.. mansion
was built by Charles G.
Powers,."who also built the
Hotel Orlando, ln, , i900,
reportedly at a cost in excess of
$109,ffi. $am P. Jawis, major

C

e
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Converspgf@fl4,s17'
Mansion to Be Christian Ccnter '

i

I

lr

,l

Conversion of the Porvers
Mansion, 357 W. Decatur St,,
into a Christian c€nter is Pian-
ned by a Deeatur nonProfit
corooration.

The corporation, Ark of the
Covenant, Inc., rvas formed
recentty and has an oPtion on
the Powers Mansion, Norman
E. Gaddis, one of tlrc corPora-
tion directors, said todaY.

Plans for converting the 65-

vear-old mansion into a Chris-
iian center include establishing
a coffee house called "The
Catacombs" in the building's
basement.

Two chapels, a music roorn
and a conference room on the
first floor and a PraYer room,
counseling rooms and ' an
apartment for a diroctor of the
ficilitv on the second floor are
being-proposed.

The corporation Plans to

change the third-floor ballroom
into a chapel called The UPPer

Room,'which would seat 120

persons, and a recording qtudio

for a gospel singing grouP

knorvn as The JourneYmen
Gaddis said the house will be

the Decatur Sireet vlew of ihe Powerc Mansllr

designed to s€rve the needs o{
all prople in the communityt
regardless of age.

Directors of the Ark of the
Convenant include Gaddis of
{05 0. }{onroe St., William Win-
nett of 1911 N. Etlward St., Tom &
L. Mears of 1fr10 W. Main St';
Russell Giibert of 470 Powers
Lane, Edward SueY of 2130 N.
Maln St., Floyd Beard of Ston'
ington and Elwood Curtsinger
of 2152 N. Union St.

The Polvers Mansion was .'.'[..
eonstructed in 19i0 at a cost of
983,000 by Charles G. Powqrs, i

'eldest son of Orlando Powers
and onetime owner of t}te
Powers family downtown real
estate.

The mansion was purchased
in 1939 by oil specuiator Sam D.
Jarvis some time after it Pass:
ed out of the Powerst
estate.

It has been vacant since
iarvis' death ix 1965, and in
1974 rvas purchased bY a grouP
of Decatur businessmen, in-
ciuding Wayne and Gene

Campbell, real estata
businessmen.

Sfle columns dominale

E
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July 7 cLg6g

.gl}:-a 's i:lIe lec:'.'i-,--' Chaptqr of leople-fo-people proiect'
,.s.[fr.e,r1.. Gailaghor ]resLdenti
qr i&i6e:r- :1.;:-. lecatur Comrslttea was origine'i;ett by a gEoup of
:,-e-Ic -Pec :-'l e iieinbers,
u,.JErerB E.xi5l;";Tfiilra**I"cont of 1959 HIP Deaatr'rr cbapter
d" "ge r.,elgon Irovelace lamg-eiesfdont-oi Btp lleoatur Cbaptor
rl!trit arthorizecl by tbe mg*moarO--oi pfreetoFs to oontorotrflate 1n

ce*rrqo, of a #;";il fii"tii"*rG-tb; crw of, secarur,il-1lnoi6.

@ iorer Eanslon is ths i'[o.I !'n tbe ]'lst of stte solcctlon'

ffiffi%il3s3,T,33,ffi%I"uil"ffi :s31il: Ilt'ffit"o}3":"
6r Corporated l]oard l''embets aso s

; . ' ' -I e a Galsaglrcr ,Lire- Vle"toa D:*P"jg'lI; 11*", I;:f*Ili%;; . '' ' -Iea Gal.}.agtrcl ,LlrB vrt"' t'trr li*sss&e'il;i;il-f,6"*f*.4 , Di.Httbert
,#E ; r.u1 .J. &1c1r6ou, 

- 

l'il "Ir8l-I&, ffi?9:H1-^**^*3i, i fj':Y&"ii-YF'i"11 rilry i*t:t3i H""1tflI;tr - 
: ; ; ; il;T;; tl,;-ffi iffi ;"ti o" 

- 
i g ^H'-* :"X1.TX33;# ;;;il;3ir;i-uo"ra" ;rA;A;ui-tae-Io1towi "s orrlcsrs I

-a.a^-&fr ;c;5-rt;rtrr"xesn !ree*'&eut
...}'8 I aI eoa Lrovelacs $eoretagTf
5, E,atph D.Ot'roa l[reesuaer

Sbe f,lstory of, ths Powera }Iouse

A0dress 55? Ueet Decatus gtreet

--z -3C5 Che.rlee G. Pgwogs Buelcbessd fros a E' Cu5!+s t'bo Soratbeest

::*.oE of Decetur e.nd uOoid[';ffi;;.-[ilr"1ot rs 15o feet s'3&o

#- ffi ;ir*#anury:iffi*"tut&l !,i:: I . **"r*,[33' offi* *
F:-cls bouss oul tfte iast deeorlbed ]'ot'
i :. ii0 Ch,es3'ea G.}'owore employed,B:?:Rosea'e^rohltect'€o &g€ts t'bs

;i,,a;-s So-E tho"6o'[i6- tbet ffiA-'A e*tuadA- on' t'b'e Sea&'ees€ eoeee

br ;c*ar,\rc dd-64;*se,sttJ66.--rho troues 'ls e threeue*ffi{ ffi weat
s:. {: fLtl]' b.eenent asd *" -iiirroxlmeteLy 105 feo wl'd

Iiai%e{-aeee l{o:et'b arad $outb'

-:o baeen€3t u'a}trq 8rs-19u brteM wa'tla' Ehe Flret s'e'& eeeoud

f-:or rialls ess 3,8tr Fr19:. **ile fss;A wg'th er@e$t colered hs"Ed paes-

!i.1 face brle3r 'r$tb 
butterlif*iltr** 3;d;* t6e outsi&e wa]Ie of

---e jiror erud ee*ond.-flo*i6*"i*-ii*54 [n{i- A;A ;fitsi .rpon 'sb'Ae'h

-: .;*cod * itreproof .w?ri.iloara eir* **[iffi p$9*t"1" si]a t]18,
:*_: _r ialle are ?x4 stuae*witb f$x'egrry*&;"iiboard e*:d' emootrb'

;_ L3 r,Btr . rire;-are 
' 
5- dome;-ffi"a;;;"L"; h*"4 tl}o ro& roof '

,:- :;e gutters rilovnspoute end" f,qnloy railJ'ngs &re coptr€r'

_:: ie ie an abs6rvatlon Ap*ili$ilCt*-top- o? tbe roof wttb aoce''

l:rc 8.!, l=on stairuaY'
,.5 :f tlra floors jl3- teq bougo are ,wooden arid' oovered gtt,h

:_Err rood fioori,g.,.11 oc T,tI-i"G- (;i;;; ff,; vinaoe fra'oea ) le
,L-.,i""l"eiri^?i,;i;QgT;r,;r"",i:e-tui, front of tite houee'

\

:s.
\.f\,

C



" ::::- 157 uest Dccl..--r ,the powere houso.

l-: e:o i,:ts , eeparate porc&,ea . Eb€ p,oroheo amd f,he torcaoe ers qU \
r:r'e;,ai. c.Ltb reil tlLe,
l-:ga i,a B IlrBBs tnrttosa eSevster ffi"ams$eg frem the &eemeyrt to th€-*:-i 5:or, Ebo beseseat hss e les6a La'emelqrrwtao r&sxtr}.aega::,rrqg roo&re 3.ar6o uttSS,B aoca enrdl a 6ese6o f,er Seus anrtwoh&Lag

r; r, &L'lr"g t$-s houeo froa th*e Hos& &a a recept$.en ba13. B@ E&1eb
s r€e;LlStII eebegas3r stfu=3sg 3.ee8 &o &o meem$ f,Leee, tso t&o
:ajt of tbe h.a}l la &s m:asAe rooaoto tho s,&€h€ of, t&e eg.l]. 1e a
.,, . * I F : ro€!. EbO hal3. Le*Bc Bato e }$yg.e@ aselsa Ak36 r*bare te e
: --3oe ced, a €ot3et &a eee$:aeotlea s$t$ tbs }"5.v{ng Bs@n
[:e *:ck bal3 ]ee.ils lnto e ehito fse,&n@aoe{ brsek k3.tehen ee8
::e aif e,gt eoGa, , o

[ "s a.',als to t&e eecoud, fiee leed trn e Bqu&,Re noceptS.oaa ha&],
:lJ c? rahloh tbere Gaa 4 be&roass slth l&-ru:t&s. CIfP of the bes&*r"i otr Beoo&d S}oor ls a EaErlng roegtrtuo eemra^nts r@srus sJrd, betb,
I.e tlxlrd f,3.oor ooaslate of e larga baJ-lroeru with turo eepe&ate
e::t;:g0 fOG&@"E;3tEge roGtrl89o \, 

\

Ehmr Ls aa @tty drlveway on {:ba Eaat s16c of ths bouae rtt{ e
;crto-+mh€irr9. Sbo drtvcaay baa e oir'ele bebSad tba houaE, tlEhmr ls aa @tty drlveway on {:ba Eaat s16c of ths bouae rt
s:rit$ of tlre esrsLe saa a vagetebJ,e e--nd fl.oser gesd,earsouth of
rr r eb, caa a emal,l orobard,
Irtre ooet of tho houeo wae S 85rOO0, beelde the ooet of th,e Iot"

:le 0entr6.L l}}$":rols }.trtaesum of In&wgtryrSo!.esee egd tbe Art€tr
-c:-ri.tteerhao tJeo eontreot of purohs"ee for tba ?owers llanelc;r'
i.:e ne=t etop eS t&Ls Csmra&Rteo si"l"J. bo to eage4le elx arohltest
a-d 3 oo:rtreotora to matso s oeseftpJ. appraS.ee-T- of, rbet neede tq b€
cffle to ma&O t&o etauoturo eef,e enel eultat$"e f,or a eleseu.Ea? ,

!t c:c' tbe rloraroS.ttoo wt3-l. meo$ {WEl.a to deold'e a def,*,s$.te uu8eE.ates-
qlng ts be roashed aa to how tllie eap$tal oxpendl&&r,a w111 tre eat.
ir,s obJeot3,vo sf, ou:r prCIpoeed, euc,eqrn l"e cleealy def$.ned res tire
Ce.ut=al E11.Snc3"a L*ussuert*eeanaeo we e,i.6b for eommrunttSee near-Sr
Et to bet.&g{ ooS"Lest{oss to *ur glu&srs&rfer lt w&}l }po e Gexa6E&$t

f or een$afl 3,11tao3.Ese,nd, .€s ene outrsga other ooranum"&t$ee to teke
pst ls ndrlng ttsr-La tsuasi;,Et effeotSv's.
,;i.o cubJeote 6g this rnuesu& exteat of, dlog&e6r wtl} bo .. L.d,ueB8e3
e=h { otBa e ecl.enti.f!.o exhi"bste rbaoed, en thq, prgpq+},}es e"lt& met}ro6
cf scioaderra.&dl o:*Ii"bite ef t&e artsrsgloo.f.f,S.e eki,ll S.n pafuttXn€sr
oc'c-lpturea @S. era$S',c;oie= f,be beg$s obJectJ"we of t&e 0entral 33&Sxrote iduseum'.ts ts
coileetrgraeemrauetud;r aixtr e&i.bl"* a*gnnftcent ob$rets of veriuae I

e e;t=al, 
-lftfeoss 

corarmrnl"*S"ea ren& provld.e roLate& edu&etgi>nal
ees=;,lcee fuc order to furcrease pubI"j"e lnaowlertrge au& et$qLriate
:reatlve estlvXtyrln tho f&eLd-of tn&uotryose&enee aied tbe artB.

l.le ibe:d of Eztrstees and, S9rector of sur iriueoram s1.11 ch,oese end
alept eethode siricir aeeu moet pra,sttreal in tems of the intsreats
.u:.i attltudos of or"t-r ooiuautltY.
-Lc i.'scloral Ir.ter-aa,l }ievenue SenLee pe:mlte tho deduotlon rln
:--coee tar returzs,of gifte to educertlonrl ,noa-proflt orgallastlcre

--



d,tbts. Lega1 ll::ite
df raffi-'-i itks to glve tbe opporturlty to the cttlsene of t&j.er@+tl tq provS.de Bouloas-of lnoofus for otl8 mu86us.rr nies$ fu-.de to prrrohase tbe Posere Uanelon ra OepenAaUf e annuel{!lilr's'?,,0'ial lacoroe suf,f,lole&t to-neei-th; erpeaaea of mroi-ng 

-ths-

-E=- | s€,tlon.
G^. -,c _tertlal Eou:Ro€a. e.f; o.,jr Euoelrn lncome may be gfoupcd nnd,cr
_iEG lc].losr, hg categoriee:&. !=oceed,g froa endosareet f,r.rndgZ- -aberehlp fees
,. rlpoprleiloa frorq tex fiueds
t -.rg=:q,lsetlm gnante
ts fieal tBiarng dotlvlttea6. ?rlvatc elfEg
?. rfilsaldt?B&le and ro:rtals t
G Cent4'l El*ltnoda l{usoun rlll oonocatretc upoa radcrlng aGffL-
: r..1- {esi#aq{ fer o&ul,L6r6so It Le a}ao: ry- {?sl#nS fer o}ui16r6so rt Le a}ao poosS"tr-1e-thet o:ig Esuec;t:E'u- I .url*Ao es.&gv$tiee fee chtldsaa 63eA e:ee cou€uoted oute.!,,
: I . s*ro1 b*sffi, Sh.ls- m€J,vd.t{ea

e:e€ cou€uoted oute.lde
:: ":.Ti+ $ryry, Sh$s-m€$sd.ttea eegr in+Iud,e olassee ta peUI :'\ srg rcfssX?aolaalea€ ceefts g+il Estura Btu(y.Hoeeves ea

s lr pe.LBttng,
ogeves ea sll..L

:T yJD-]^?eH&pf eneetrsas5.as-enuasea go I8r€Utpaeo rnr !€;r ee t{gLtl.erir",t ::;€ le_bevb'&eotusE be3.1 e= etu{y rooel ever}eble oB eq o=:€Esg-;3: ;l:c,3ir3e to re6u_laa-asatg:t,gg ct tr-o esteoaoqy olubrtiu st6apr: r h , 1l,e nr-lngfiaatd.q, eqglefg rth,S +ptuEar bletory EocreW *u"-prrfit: I - : , 1-ho art leaguotrt&i esleft- gul].d ,eed e r a$ ei or6entldtleir;; ua feel tiret tete boepltallW is a cd.tuaar eeivtoe to thg::r.-.lty. t1...--: c 
" 
*1lilty of tho poetlAle lnterg:sat$ve e.otlvl,tleg of a rEuser$Bi: -r .,"Eost ouetlogs An.e,eegg1.wr6 e&eScot€r..i -€ convlaoeq^the! tbq }$-.hep @E,S4ro oereualtlr si.Il eeleee ;';: ee=vloeo orSoeefl by b ti.,:p;,yffi preaeartsr iaaou,ruseral-

",bn' :" '''ili
;:'epe.re{ fos }Been Corlg@r@&a€ of, fdosdayreluJ;f r?r3g6g"nr/ $ffish.ffiffi-{-
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BY roRRESr R, KYLE

| , il'€)'s {l KeU Figure in
Builrlin g llt-eruarial St adium

onc ol tlrc historic er'''nis 'rI
ail rinrcs rras Gene Satazen s

rinuble errglc ir;o on the Pal'

ii,.-i;tt.l h"ole al Augusta Na-

ii,inri ou.ing the PlaYing of the

193i ]{asters,-"iii.-- on. dramatie shot

",,lrrri,A 
3u.rr.n to tic Craig

iv*J-0".t ?2 hoies' The rext
a* frJ beat Wood in a PlaY-

otLrr.r*n 
once said hc had

nlot ,nl shaken hands rvilh at

i.iifro,ooo peuPle who claim-

erl thev saw the shot't -4.' j.to we:ks ago' wlren

Saiazen was at Pinehursl'
N.b.. lo bc cnshrined rn tlie

,*iu'cirr Hall of Fame, .he
i'rri.f or the rvil,nesses to his

Ieat.'-ir.rr.n was Plavirg r'lth
waiteiHaeen and at ihe tath

l,.u ttre tuti Ner' York sPort^s

"of 
rninitt, Joe Williams.' leil

inr lhe clubhouse. He had been

ifr. 
". 

oniv 
. 
one following the

famous Patr.'-;;ii,e 
iuaU;.ed dorin the f air'-

wav iafter the famous shot

,ni tr-iuiJ was no one thet'e.''

.iia srtrr,n. "Jtist the iwo

caddies. We ]ookeC dou'n on

ifr. 
-g*., and counted the

peoPle' There were t;)

there . "- 
Elar.n Years before

sriri.nt 'amazing shot
,uorri.. evenl. took . Place
which. in its wdY was iust as

iin'uuiiuuaut.. Anil. through the

r,.^ii,- rt,. number 9l .Ptt,PJ:

i

i

_s!_D:!gl,u
"For three Years the ira::

nr iii..iott earried tire irn':;e

inrJ;'-Po".r. noit6 ths i'th-
dav.' "and submiited Plar's i'r

irr.' s.rio of rrustees Thc

stacl,rum tinallY was financea

and built."
Por,vers also noted that he

and Mr. Burl<e' norv 96' are

if,r. onfv two living members
of the board todaY'

NaturallY. Jack was among

those who saw the.game

fa
itf-rn 

"' t.iA theY sarv, ,-the
a

\\'av.-Tnr.r. said the Years from

ttreiime the drive for fmds to

;;;ilih; iiiau. siarted until
iis dedication wers

"hellers. "'ilw" .""t" scared to death of

it." he said. But. with $700'000

oledged bv the students as a

Ii;;f*, the five d'irectors went

to rvork.
.:Alt ;f us hu',ut{

^f lravcling." Pow'-'rs salo'
'I6itm.,vLas-lEllats-a-e-u'g

Hffu,rr. o[ the cam-

n2]fl. rvhLich',ias nalionwide'
iuiJio eurtontee each Person
*rtro Oo"nated at least $i00 a

.".i rnr" Iife at lllinois home

;;;.d . . . the dal' the iurior
tritUach frorn \l'beaton ran 95'

A;. iO a"O 44 lards for touch-

dolrns in the first 12 minutes

of oiat anO iarer ran t3 1-ards

ior' a'fifth and Passed for a

sixth.""ii-iuu, 
a fantastic climax to

, 
-i.ir. 

rvhich had started

itrt*.'r.rtu earlier - 1o build

;";;f;r. which would hold

ii.lu iiiri *t',0 wanted t6 see the

iilini. : '"-"ii arsn was .: iiece ssat'Y 1o

haue llruch larglqr accoi.nroda'
i.inrrs t,ri speclatnrs to get [h'i:

nuatanlet visilirrg l'erllns wcrc

ii"rirantii'ic The-best Illinois
."ufJ ao irr those early 1920s

iras X115,000. Big 1cn teams

n'cre asking for $45'0{0'

lootball games.
' f,' \\ anled to bc sttre rve

* n,.t'.1 na';e peonle irr all .lhose
...rj. tt, ' *.,. building.''
Pi,,'rers salil.^ rn-iIi. ,,'c1 dag ihrrse tvhn

,:1.,,:e.:e,. 2'g gLt;l 2n1s4d 2 seaf

- iir. ir*" ine if the; rvant it

- l,ri 
-rnu 

or all gam':s theY

ri'ish'o atretlrl.

retired.";;Zuppie had the b**;

,rswer'to that," Grarge sa:c'
It?.'*trio saY lQrange.-oot -
h""ruse he was behinC th€ gEf

;il;;i io and in fron'r o{ rt
-r

And nor.' SaturdaY, 50 Years
n l,l -; qa:nes iater. the

i; I l"i, .q,inl' ersat 1, o[ Ihq

1"Oii.' nrr rt ill he celcbratod
Irl'-c.un:. tl-lt fi3n. "thn
ci,".rt iiiirl Lhr, rnri'tl u'ilh Irrs

i',,trrt n,i :rl r(1. \\ ll h il. e.:i rl'''' i

llrr triclltt;ttttt "(;all('pln:
(ih.st." r11ll [5' lr;lck.

ll Htl;ll;llll('('lll* aluttrlti ''' '''
rcs,rivatiotts Ior a cloriatlr;i
clirltl'1 Bit;rt';,ttlct' L'rc .' Ini'' '
lhe feat of the m:rn \\tl'' "\ 

-1
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Grand iYlarshals Cho(en
For,,-ers€s to Lead Yule Parade

The Old Fa-.hioned Commun! 1 Mrs' Powers has been active'1ne UiO f a::llulleu Uutlllllulll- '"':::"
t" Ii,.i.t*ut-pi.ro. ln D.;fi! lif, if. !u'ldile--:tgf1itf::":Ji
$i['ii ii=" li.' "d;i.;;.d ;;;; 

1 
iil.. fu 'l Pre s]v.ter ian church

^i +L^ h6lh ac nne of itc o;enrl I rnrl Fi Beta Phi sororitl' and

marshals.
longtiine .Decatur residents-

and Pi Beta Phi sororitl' and

also in the Girls' l{elfareat itre iretm as one of its grand land Pi Beta

,

,w[

" Fn".rc. 79. and a former Bill Madlock, Chicago Cubs

ou,ner of ih. hotel. said, "Major i third baseman from Decatu,
i;i;ilnb;rr"i i'r,o r teet was lwill returnto appear in the pro'

one of decatur's qreatest warlcession. and elsewhere among

h;;;.., -*O I t'eire assignedlq,r. Sq{.- 3nd ,{lo,qt1,Yi11,-,!:
I .i*ii!i.rrr*.t-tfre pa.aOe Eftei !Ronatd McDonald, the teievision

lWorid \l1ar I. Since then, I must lclown.
I nr".- b..n * at least 20' Children also can look forward

Jprrraut." ) - ,r ito.,some othgt, l'Til1t^l:::^1

' &,trjri d ,,,,,,,i,

Mr. and Mrs, Jack Powers



'^jnf:61
- -1 n-'] ^.\4 irr"-r1'-,'7

- : -,v r'-,) Lili tt

:' :'rl Aug.

" . -: .:1. a scl of

I r ii;-t, the-H:::l orlardo' : z ::iber oi a lq;: Iea::d to Boss Hclels Co.' : z ::iber of a ln;:'f*.i.ii io-gois Hclels Co." - t,;:ri1-- family lo1 les L1cincs, Ioiva. It
: ::i:: 1319.. I rcveitcd to ihe Jack powers

ffi,s g:a":ff.Ier; .. Orlando 1 iturT . niitr*iihip aiter the
?mm"- 5dt the ",Powerslie,se ty Williari Keim and. . -,: i,r 1rt3, i iir.. H.i.r. Lroi*a.

, '- : . - ranl'. New l Mr. powers aiso was
Tu'fi ffiIr GcrgS*,t. :,.-': ; I otJrto" oi irr*-rnrot.f orlando" : : : :: iire in the I in S:,:th Shores, which has" : : : :: iire in the I in S:r:th Shores, which has.. : ::.: ! nt rebuitt bt:n razed.': i' I l"ri:l I The Hotcl Orlendo was sold': i't l"ri:1' - -: : r';ii,r it

IMr Sqer: gradiiated irom.ri![i1* ,-cdiin.ii and the
fie --=;-;S of Illinois.in 

-1-917 Oodnts*n De v ei o p me n 1
rriri EE: a year and alhalf in'Cbro. -,

fuE tx=I. L-pan his rettrrn to I irl enrit. 1962, Mr. Powerr
k.m,ar E i"e19. te became twas Loirortd for his efforts to
m@B{cs ,f &e farms of thq I exnand the' mental health
'fCM F:;en estate. lfaciilities in Decatur.!b TEs eommissioned a I In February, 1964, he was one
xrmatr i inJantry in the of those citild by Gov. Otto
flnmmm $afonal Guard and 6"rr"r at the groundbreaking
r:amflr" .i;,,r major in command ' of the Adolf Meyer"Center for
r :tn I--t Battalion of the his work in raising funds for
l3llliff -rrE:rT in 1922. the, site and, obt-a.ining the

]E Paeis' business eareer gif6. : 'i' ,'

T
)

to Archie Crerneens in 1973.
rnF,irr'[ hr -6*1nggg. 

;in
i.l

Mr. Pow€rs served as presi'
Ident of '@th thc Downtown

ar,.ard bi' the UniversitY of
illinois i\lumni Assocation in
recognition of his loYal and

continuing seryice to the
universitv.

Arnong his universitY ae-

tivities rvas that of being a
member of the athletic
association board of directors
and involr,ed with the building
of Memorial Stadium.

He received the Goiden Merit
Award from the UniversitY of
Illinois Grants-in-Aid DePart-
ment ai a kickolf meeting of
the illinois Quarterback Club
fcr his many years of rvork on
behalf of the university.

Arrother hon.rr came in
Januan'. 1963. u'hen he was
nared outstanding citizen cf
Decatur by the illinois
Association of Reai Estate
BoarCs.

0ther actiyities included
serving as Presicent ol
Grcent'o"d Cemet{-ri A."ocia'
tion. Eminenl Ccrnr-lanCer
Beaumanoir CcrnmanderY,
Ci.etrict commander of
American Legion arrd elder of
First Preshrleriirn Chulch.

l,{r. Powers was an' l-:"qo in 1e29' ' -.ai for the
' : '1^'rr ,apn+

: :: :ral Electric

.-: :- !f inlo ho1el
.:rluded tite

- .-, lrake hoteis
.: :'.' heteis. IIe. ' -' ::::r: of the

- : -Cr:cagou'hen' -, t :.:.i"tur in 1'q46

.- ::'::alion of the

He r,,,as also a former presi- 'i outspoke:r proponent of bullding
i dent of the. 1\{acon County 1 a civic eenter in the dorcntoln
I trtlental Health Association. area.
i --rn gctober. lesr' Ml;^-lI1 _-ll g:,i.}:l"l.,JT:u,:.:,.1,,.1
i!h's Porvers gave an eleciric proposal to the i.'ecatur City
pipe nrAan lo Ir i t' s t Cnuncii f or a leasibiiity sttidv
iricshyterian C h u r" c h in to hp unCeriakcn bv lhe citv
memory of their son, Rogers K. regarding ihe pussibility of the

Powers, lsho died in'1927. I cit.v's buiiding such a ecn-

On Jan. :2. l$6'1. NIr. Pr:tters I ier.
was honored at the church's I N,r decjsjon regilrding the
annual cong:'egaiinnal rnceting sludt has Lrcen m;:rjc lr:v the
with the distinguished senior Cit;,, Oruncil.
ehurchman's award. l In Noveml:or, 1974, Mr.

His church work over the Powers added yet another ac-

tivity. I{e and his rvife served
as grand marshals of the
;ri :, r ,. . ,...,. i

,l years ,vas ciied at the presen- l1 --lt' flt"tl:. rvas married to

liitili. rll-i.tiuitlei i;;l'"i;; l] H'ten .{'nryl in Decatur cn

i teaching classes, u.ruinil-ii ll Sept lz'.i917' She 's"trvi"'es'

chairman of the buildine'".0i' L] along ii'ith- a .d:usht€r' \Irs'
I ;1llffi ;i,r,Ii,#i,,"[i'iil&r,"H, 

] i *::fl i viicinr a- ner;i;s 
.orniversary celeb:"ntion cum' lt-lt!dtu!.'

miitce, chalrmon of ..roull'"n ' nlctlarO fn)t-tt' Reising of

ccmrnittee and chairmari;; ih; Decatur' .John Horvarti Reis-

t'.iitip.'- airrio, of' 
" 

the ine oi liil'ra rker' \Vis ' Larce
J'arsrail Feising of Atirnia'

'" ii.l 
",,,.r.3 

rr"5 31s," actiie 1;3 r'd S:ephen Leo Rpising

I in o#.;;|.il "'" hrn',er dnd three great-

r- 1r:- h^ "rta; 'q 
g1;'d'n:lllef

"'.;--,:: '\t :rorials: First
, cochaiiman ior the 5i.

L - -- j,^' h, r,,iira ,. "^ 
''1,;- pre:5',:..ian Chureh, Decaturr.J' '' u, u:"5 

' Ilemoiial i{ospitat or st'
o15t'tnur, 

he rias gii'en an irui;t;t;''. tr-- 
'"alumni association loYaltY l



, .-:r-,- rj.rl I :ri,t-: r r.i ffi.,-,ffi;l{nfluence 
That \ryil Be Fiissed

5un, Hetoid
o.A 4=;*io'u
tJav,, l?t )qfS

*

.:1. E-D.A ended in Decatur proponents cf the Landmr'rk
.,: ''eek rvith the death of I'1a11 be:i":e he L\orrght it
,::,: Po.,,.ers, forthere are ferr ought to foliorv- the original
:. ..: community today with concept - rthich rvas consid-
r-,. .,:s history of interest and erably dim.injshed ix final
:.*:::.;aticn in community af- pians.
. :: '.rrinh Mr'. Pou'ers com-

: :: "-:,. 
-He u'as a iongtime advocate' 

r::*ail1., his name was John 9f^..,:.^.::":t-^^t*t:- j:"".11:
- ' . . po','ers, but to Decatur 99Yli:1.l.ilii ano as rccelrjiv

:. '',:s ,Iack, and with loi;;;;; 1s lasr october was urging the

: .'.r.t imcorrant t, o.LBirir city council"t? ry?ke a feasi-

:-::-.:e mioCte of the 19th Dllllystuoy(rltnelo€a'
::. :ir"' when Orlando Powers But Mr. Powers' interests
.- ,,.';i. ranged much wider than busi-

-.r: iamily 'interests have ness and publie wcrks, in-
:.-1:i frorn the city's most cluding edueational furstitutions
.- t::a:ed opera house to its (primarily ihe .University of
.,:.:st and best known hotel. Illinoist, meutal heaith hos'
: l.:: -;ecple in the community pitals, and his church. He
.,, :: ::ed Jaek Porvers with plar,'ed aciive roles in ali.
:-. --:e1. He was owner and He was oneof a group cf iive
-;r:.ierforrnanyyears" w'hen who undertook to raise funds
:-= :. :el r,,,as a focal poini for fcr ivleraorial Stadium at IIII-
: -:.r.itv activities. nois. ald *'as honored bi' the

'.1:. Poivers was an aetive uni'rersity f or his continued
:; , 

*. ::er. of downtown,D0catur, inbe.rest and activity in al'amni
:- :;:.: he was at odds with affairs.

]1r,re important for Decatur,
l.te r'.'as one of those instru"
mertal in ohtaining Ac1clf

L.!eyer Center, a facility of the
state Deparlment of tr'lental
Ijealth, in Decatur.

He lvas an exampie of those
rvho find time to do many
things simply because theY
think these things ought to be
done - no matter how great
their other respousibiiiiies may
be.

I,{r', Porvers was a vigorous
exponent of rvhat he thought
rvould be good for Decatur,
and he did not hesitate to de-
bate ruith those rvho believed
othenr'ise.

Some of his dreams have not
come true and sone may be
no: ieo 1ar acr^,s 'he horizon.
Eiit cver the years, Mr, Pow-
ers 'vas a stimrrlating influence
in the corimurrity.

Thai influeqce wili be missed
in the years to come.

:l "':', I
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{57 }EeFt Deeatur Stfeet

in 1906 cherles G. powere purehased fron a Dtr. curtis the sclbe^act
corner of Daeatun and Sdtard , Streets. Thtie lot ie 150 fe,e,t Elda
ard 440 feet deep, axeepting a lot e+G feet East and libet and
229 feet Harth and South on Ednard Street. Jamee Hoore-srfila a
briek house on the Laet deaeribed lot.
In 1918 Charles O. Fovrere ennployed R"CI. Rcsen, arehiteet, to drar
the p1*ns fsr the house that nsw is si.tuated *n tha Southeast eorner
of Deeatur and Edward Streets. ?he house is a three etory ane sitb
full baeement end ie appraxinateXy L*5 feet wide Eaet and Hest and
63 feet deep Nenth and South.

fhe baeemant wal}s are l6tt briek waLle. ?he first a*d eecond floor
*lls are L2tr bri*k walle feced edftr cream c*Lored, hard preeeed faee
briek rri,ttr br-rtEered white jointe. ?he oute{d.e walle OS the f,f.neE and
ry,eond floorc ere Lined wi"th ?xai studs r![]on which Ls p]aced a f,lreproofgellboard and smooth pl*ster. Tlhe. tl'rird flprr walLs are 2xh etudc
:iitfr Si-reproe.f wallboard^ and. sssoth plaster. Ehere are 5 dormer wiadm
in a hard tile red. roof.
ALL of the guttera, downepouts and faney rai.Lings are copper. there
is an observation d.eek L0x2* on top *f ttre roof with aeeesa f,ron an
iron stair*ray.

Al-l cf the floors in the house are rsooden and eovered with hardwood
flooriag. All of the trin (axcept the +r{.ndots frames) ie etone, in-
cluding the large eoluqns on ttre front of Ehe houee, There are 3
seaarate porches. The porehes anci the terrace are all covered
rittr re<i tile. There is a trreea buiEsn eLegstor running fron the
basecent to i'i:.e titlrd flaor. The baseirent has a large laundry, vrtne
rlra, a large dr-vl*g ro3iB, s large utili.ty roorn end a garage fsr
f,c:r a:taaobiles.

E-:ter:ng tir€. house frcm the, liorth is a reeeption hell, froa ehieh e
heasti-f,r:l uahcgany etair.ray l-eads t: t.e second floor. To the left
of tne bsll is tne ausic r.roa, . to crre righl ?t the hall ie a dlnlng
roslr. fhe ball leads into a living roou' 20x36r-there is a Euaroon
enC s toilet in eoajunetion witfr the llving roo*r. The baek haII-
leads into a shite faced, glaxed briek kitehen and breakfaet roo*,t

The stairs to the second. floor land in a square reception haft of,f sf
rhich there are 4 bedroorns with e$ Uaths. -off of, thi*, baeh trell on
eeeond floor Ls a sewing room, two serrrante rocms and a bath.

The third floor eonsiEts of a Large ballrsou sith two eeparate
storage r00ms.

lhe,re ie an entry drivway on the $ast side ef, the houee with a
portc-coehere. The d.riveway has a circle behirrd the house. Eouth
of the eircle was a vegetable and flower garden, $outh of rhieh
was assmgllcorchsrd.

Ttre eoet of the houae was $83r0O0, besides the eost of the lot

*.<tuil.,
-t-.r4-/i/q-T

'rn'..P1-ru
{.
i/

's (j^.oc+-u- b /i%'t-



DECATUR HER ALD i q.i 'o''-

Powers-Jarvis Mansion, a Decatur landmark,

Off-streef Psrking Snsg

slaled for yazing as part of housing pr"oiecf.

Housing Proiect Would Raze Mamsion
-:..r'els have expressed

:).. :1,lOirj about a 110-' .:: iornplex for the
.=: f ,r the siie

. '-. '.he Poilei.s-. i,!'. I)ecatitr

_.:';etopntent
:- ..r ,rt the 66-

,::rl cou-
r:' ' l''i J,"

:,_. iLJ

. iS
'-'1i!f

The Oxfbrd Ciroup. au ln-
dianapolis. Ind.. linrL prr,oL,..,ng

to consiruct and manage ihe
building. ltas asked thc titv ic,

approve a 75 per cent leducticn
in tire number of requireci cif-
street parking spaces ioi the
project.

But ihe citl''s Depaltnrent of
CoutlLrnitv I)e.,'elopnrent has
concluded that 28 narking
spaces. particuiar:l-v in that
neighborhood. are not ade-
quate, sai/s chief planner
Robert R. Menzies.

Nlenzies emphasized. though.
the citv has ranked low'-cost
housing for ihe eidelly' as a top
prioriti'.

And the citl-. he said, rvi1l
u'ork s6epspativelf u,ith the
developer.

Planners rvere prepared to
reconrmend the Decatur Zoning
Board of Appeals deny the Ox-
ford Clroup's request for the
parking variance. X{enzies

^.aid. but the firm. upon hearing
that decision. asked the petition
be tahled.

Shclman Tlo5'. ;, vice presi-
dent of the firm, said
alternative: u,ill be con-
sidered.

He hopes the cit1. will not
tai<e an arbitrarv stand that
could jeoparidze the ploject.
saying he does not want to "see
it go down the drain."

Trrc"- said the lirm has a
contract 1.0 purchase the
nansion anC the lilinois Hotis-
ine Developrrrent Authoritr. a

.qtate :lgenct that loans ntoner
:o oii;arIe ini 951915 fcr lorr or
. . ,'.-".:-. a. ,: r hous.:: -L):,.-- ': :..: -,.:r,\'cri thc :l:r i::;
,''.^ -,i s:ra::s

. ,- '--j .:r JI.r:..:..,...
..,'.--1.:,..

Gene Carrpbell. Decatur real
estate businessmen.

Rent for the one-bedroont
units that wili compose lhe
project u'ould be 53l2 a monrn.
Menzies reported.

Noting the figure appears
high, he explained it is bas:i
on govcrnment jnlolrla:,, r.

supp)ied io The U\: ::
Group.

.\drrrission rrrrul(i be bai:- ,-.-.

income levels.
A relativelv ne\1. tece:.,.

prugl'arn thr iir'--- . -
.\ssislairce Plan - r,,, -.- ,
plenrent the reni ier:ar.::
alile to pa1'.

l: :epJaces :r'rrr.'.: : .

plogl'anrs usei ;

and the Hat't:r i,-
housing faciiitres

]lenzje*" -{,.. -..
likelr'-rerk;
the pro'r.. --
e-derir '. : .... - .,- .

fol ievi:: -.-,
--\iS',.:. . .-'

.'.....
:

l:.:- --

-l



- : -:t.^'Ct g
= : - = 2 S = c'- ; =,r ts > ?,-

*i=b=
.9+rgYL'Jc

- a s . F - * 3

= o cri-E:=-
= 5e- .:
.. th Yr=. : A

= Y.9!.C E r c
-$-.-.!L

- u CEia o ii >(E
.c - h.oF ht.: u() q.==q.S-.=g

!-JE.-i*!
i c 9;!- ().: 

= ='=V;--Lg'; 't;,Ea>Ed

*. * xPlrE5?Ei Ec=.; E oi 3L^.o5 I tr
: Xq ; E oE L.! *E-e;J- 66E n? -a;^'E*E-=?
o () --E o g-ho}i: zi::8.5--g; *E ri E H HsE
r a _ -.t::* xd
b E 8:b+E=E=* E G d 3d€.8<E
e -o s P/i D= .9
o c .=r_a 

=Ftd P L"oE:Eq,bF
€^ -o .={J cg= tr C-

;= Yi=.:i- A=+91 =elr-=<.2 =SS ts:: =- r=E l..i=a =..;:;=.e= 77=;" eE;:= 
==E€=='j 7=? !:i :-.:F =;*1' = !. -= rEi-:E--=, =;ri== EsEEE 
=Z.ii=zZ= ": E F f.=. _=-==E .=EZ= 
=;.;il,= €;*ir=E: :=i;E :!:=; =:i==1-t =+Eiff==:i -:ie.i=^-;i 
_1 :=E=iZ a*.!y,?t=a2,:== n=J== :z-==a=; ,,E=EL

=-- = 
- --_i= .=EiS 

===-2..- -*=at,SE=a =;:,- =

E i: ;; C! :,E ti; ;+,i Ei; : i: 3r;gEE

I

E 
E !: 

=E: 
E;€ :=5;Ei: r ; 5$ $E:';:H; e;: 

" s= i= i= E E=es
:=:;rE$ Era 5=: ri_i= z ;s:s
='=i'=EEP I[s ]3=-=izE E E'E+Tr 

=b! 
.= ::l=4Yi =Ei=:E=E:t.E= _E.,S 9*E_::= = u-E',tsEzz*=la: 5Er; l;;t-:== =";S:E.E=EEsFi EE* Es iE;€ 

'1=,iEJiE5

.&a

E

il

a! -
t-,
(J
(n

oF{

-l
,tJ

QFd
-),qv
tsirk

\,
f,\

ldFlt
v

o ttrd(n
ldH
6B

=a
(-
F{oF+

\\
\
n

-{lJ
U)q)
t{q)

-+r)
?/F{

-{

B
rI]
H\r-
H
illrt

&p
F

U
ra
n
fE)
H
lJi

F.

I
fr



,Snre jjrin.qior?

fidord Gr* t*uld Change PlanEEEs

: ,-t:lord

-.: aiter-
--..- ', es ior

. 'ii tt'i-
: - 'ha

=.-,Jarr,is

, : :,'.' lhe
. : ': -\,P-
-- :. oark-
.-:-:: -sicl'y

,-. :as not
.. :q the

i rre

...' 
90-

.- ,]+
: - - aL

-. -':1serj
'-:.:lle

.'r'. tes1-

, ,-l be
- The
: :.nr n- a.i-a
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_i -i:leS

i--.:;
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FHastorie Site #esigxlation

(u,-ilS :Ci a .ii--'. '. , ll.
$o'irii require ine Ll:a :l ll--ie
r\pensi\' r;t.lln. :.. : .- --

ar.r sa:ci: I i.. . r:. --. 
\

said.
" tt is a -.hi1te '.,, e al-'e l -rrr,

forctd to go tc a ncl e e\-
psit.,ri e :'rliiii :. i ".

He citecl a,isl r: ieasari-ls

iihir:h i'i'ent intc, the

C*eaBC
The possibilltr': llat the

Potlat's-Jl,i'.-' \lrns'rn it a

national hi:rioric site cc'.ild
pLohibit i1) \ein'- razed anJ a

ipderaiiv subsiCrzcd housil:g
pro ject, heing buiit iu its
p1ace.

Iio'rl Preavcs. execitli"'e order
consultanl. lor the Chlcago of-
fice of the U.S. DePaltment of
ihe Inteiicr. .cald the Lr.S

Depai'tnreni oi lio.r:sitlg -ani
Urban DeveloPmeni would be

mandated tli scek r histoi"ic
c.leterinination cn the bilildlng
bef ort a proposec'i f ede.ral
housing proiect lor the elderll'
is built on the siie.

l-)r . La,'l-.:an i: Blail'. a

Universiiv cf lllinois professor,
told ihe Decaiur Zoning Board

6..-',;yf ip.:1irr. cf the 53.l j
mcnth'i:roiection'

rrlins them \\ere thai ihe

r'€:rl 'n': iu-e' tr I ili : : t "
ele', atcrs. safetl' features fo

act'otrtmoCaie eIdtr]t ano

han:icaPPec Persins. Proiecled
incleases in ccnstruction costs'

financirg cosls and "red taPe"

assccialed rvith a government

ffiazialg
of.\opeals Tue"dal he believes
the maltsion is cligible {ol in-

ciusion in ihe National Register
of Hist'oric Places.

But actual illclusion in the
res,ister is not requlred for t)re

eri,cutive order t'' ue in ef-

feci,
R,-,r'.'es s"icl ii 'here is ant'

c'i, stior a building ol sitc is of

,l rtor:ic value. thc l'edcral ltrn-

drnq agellct must have it
checked lvith the state DePart-
mrnt cf Consen'ation or the

le:ierai DePartrnent of the

lnter; or.
Inclusion in the national

reqisle" ca:t'les a requirement
thir strict zcning be maintain-
ei riear the site so as not to
ierir,at::jze tl. ltlstt,l'j:
characteristics, Blail said.

iI :1,-. 1-:. :e Sai':
: .. :a.I ::: :ee \\ a: }:

: .- j',r :i:.iii:g ':--
! ,:'. .- '.'i s. '--'. 18 r.t'n::'.

:i', r:- :. '.i 
.

1:.: :.ipert! currentil'' :s

z,::c ,.':' an apailment coni-

l: es. a:,- ll The Ox{ord Groui
ce'. e :ec an aliet'natir-e r':''::-'
p1 . ci: : oarking spdce ":
eac:. .r..... iunir:g br arci a-{
pi \ a. .r"uld nc: b. neei-
ed

The O:'icrd GrouP has the

cpii.n io pLtrchase the PrcPer-
trl. cult'enth c*'ned b)' Real:cr:
\i'ar.ne ani Gene CamPbeil.

Ani Trcl said the firm Pr:-
bablv u'culd .seek aPProval t':

the realtols before anv stePs

v.rruld be taken to demolish the

building,
He indica.ed that decision

coulC h€ trade this after-
rro0n.

Tln: sairl the emr I1"- ,

issues surrcunding the ProPCS.
to raze the Pcrvers-Ja:'-.
\1ansi'.'r, (ontlibuted ir' '.- -

zL,ning board's decision ni-': :

grarrl tlte \.ailance reque-': :

48 parking sPaces,
':There is n" 'i a. the :! ': "u'ould har-e app'-'r'r'eci l:, 'r

saiC.

-\. J. }r"='e.,-'i .-.: ' '.' :-'
:t:..::..=. ...:_a -,...- . -.

Pr*Bqihit
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Mansion

A'Potential'

Historic Site
B)'Earl Merkel

The Powers-Jarvis ]Iansion
has apparently been listed as a
"potential" historical site since
Nlarch 2, according to an oiii-
cial of the Illinois DePartment
of Conservation.

John Patterson 0f the staie
Department of Conset i a:i',n
said that his office has on irie
Ietters from the National Park
Service seeking ''ccnsjd-
eration" of the Decatur land'
nrark for possible inclusion
in the National Registrl' of
Historic Sites.

- a.tl

.,]

- !)

''It's dated March 2," Pat-
t:rson said. "and I rvould
assurre that to mean that the
:-ransion has been determined
i,r ix a possible historical site
srnce then."

.{s such. Patterson said. "it's
:Li guess that it has been
-.niler the same protection as
,:i:e:"potential' sites up for
r:=.:lrv nomination since

,r-'. 'Orot.ction" includes a
' ..' ,,:r demolition of the
: .=:.:tial historic site rvithout

- -::-..iiting the departrnent. if
. r : de'..eioper of the site
:;., e:res iederal funds.

:'',;e\.er. Patterson Said that
- r 'i:ce had not reeeived a- r' application for eoR-
- , . -a: :, ,l ,,ii the site 's historic
: r - i31t:'ri frorn any Dccatur

....
':reeting of llte

- : - -^':.ii's advisory com-
- .'.. rvhich screens* :'-::,:s of historic sites -: :,..:::'ed for March 19 and, .- .-..

- : t:--.

: -: :: added. "We usually-: :: a =onth's notice to put'.: before the advisory

-. , ,:,rss ''it is a 'hurrY-
: r-..fgencl. situation,'- :. rr.: :lrsl meeting they

, - .-.sr.l€i the Powers- - '.' .;,d re in June." he

ggetil
;l,n l,l ,**'B[5.JafVIS LAnC

Iiorret,er,Pattef!r:
speculated that the "Poter: a
histori site" designatron rrt':c
deial arrv dernolition rsork

Ilr' other deteloPments. : -t
CornmurLltv Cultural Cour;'
the group seeking to Prese:r:
rhe maniion. officiailY chang':
its name ThursdaY to ::r:
Power-s CommunitY Cult*-i

'Councii atter receiving P!:'
mission from a member of :-

I Polers famill'.
I A Petiti6n was frle<

Thursdai' with the t S

Denartn.ient of the lnterior b:
thti council seeking an ''histor::
area" designation for a 'l[t-

block section of "old Decatur"
surrounding the mansion.
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Apartment Complex st idl ru

Group Accept$
Alternative Site

B]' Jan Gilarsiil
A 4.5-acre parcei oi ^a:-..: ,:.

the citi s north side i'i.. .-.'
selected by The Oxforc []:,,':;
as an acceptable a.le'na:e .::.
for an apartment con-.p i\: ' .:
the elderlv and oh;'.ica;1r'
handcapped.

The lirrn's ,*.-.r i ',,i.:.
called for buildrng ill€ (..,'rl.,;e\
on lhe sile ol tnc P,,rlels-,Ji.:..'i:
l\{ansion. 3i7 \l Decailir
st.

Olford Vice President Sher-
q'in Trol' said tcdar the neri'
site plans are subject to ap-
proval bi the lllinois Housing
Development Authority
(IDI{A), whieh loans money for
construction of such projects.

Troy declined to identify a
specific tlact, oniy saying it
\r,as near Decatur Niemorial
Hospital.

"It is appropriatell' zoned
and hopefully $,ill acconrpli.sh
what we pr'opose to do." he
said.

Troy said to make up lor
some time the firrn has los: .

the design of the conrplex ri'ili
be the same as a projeci the
firrnr is nou,building in Cham-
paign.

If those plans are approved
b"v IDI{A, the proiect mav be
under construction lhis surn-
mer. Troy said,

The Champaign cornpiex is
lhree stories and has i56
apartments * 46 rnore than
originally proposed fcr De,
catur.

The site identiiied bv Tror-
was the last of severa-l sites he
viewed during a visit to De-
catur last rveek.

But Troy noted that ii the site
plans are not approved b"v

IDil.{. the firm will proceed
:r'rrh its original plans to raze
lhe Pou'ers-Jarvis Mansion.

The Oxford Group decided to
seek an alternate site after ob-
jectior.rs rvere voiced to the
lazing of the mansion and the
que-stion brought up as to
rrhether the mansion coulcl be
proie('ted fr:om demolition he-
cau.se it is a "potcrntial" his'
toric siie.

The state Delrartnrent ,rl
Ctrnset lation has sent a lettei
to citl officials advising that
the nransion is "within the
bounCaries of a proposed Na-
tional Register historic dis-
trict," according to Bili Farrar.
coordinator of the departmeni's
office of preseruation serv-
ices.

Farrar said toda_v the letter
is onlv an "opinion based on an
inYentor]'of the entire state."

The home's possible eligi-
bilitv ior inclusion in the Na-
tronal Regi-rter of llistoric Sites
ri'ould prevent another federal
agency-- in this case the U. S,

Il)epartnent of Housing and
LIban Developnrent - lrom
leupardizing its existence.

Charles Clierches, director of
the citv's departtnent of com-
rnunity development, said to-
day he would have to be satis-
fied the city lvouid not violate
anv state or federal regulations
before it rvould issue a den.roli-
tion permit to the deielopment
firm.

"\\'e are going t,' hate rn

have a clear cut legal path to
follorr, before taking an1' ac-
tion." he said.

Cherches said he had nit re-
ceived the letter from the Dr-
partment ni Consen a:i,lr as (.:

this mornirg.



- ir history? Mrs. Jelis,. an lndependent oil
r,{,rE:,i lapp. Decatur

5e rr..ge residence on West
!.'ea:= Sreet is knowa as the
Ftsss :rensislL You have it
crdi.is€d -rit} the Gov.
F;crard J. Oglesby home at
{:i W. Eilliam St.

Co-ris:ruction of the Powers
naasion was begun in 1909

ad completed the next year.
Ite eost was said to be
BB m0. It was built (or
Cla:1es G. Powers, eldest son
i: ,],:iando Powers and one-
:=e osner of the family's
CirE::oFn real estate.

lae Porers' called the home
'Ile::de.Lis," and it was
8r:a-iy opened ia June of
$:: ;:rh a reception attended
:y i:cut 200 persons. A lavish
i:::: :he open house was one
r re roost elaborate parties
sr:i 

=';en 
in Deeatur. For the

Firr:. the Powers opera
Ern-re :rchestra was stationed
h ::c :pper hail on the seeond
lLrrr a:ri played all dudng the
t4Eg

ne Pgrers family owner-
b r:s e*ded when the home
sts -.i-€aged and subse-
q:slf -:sI to a Cleveland
De:t'- a tiorida lard inveet-
rs i:,
" k :,c:,s then was a John
I T-"m,-{,ileveiand. but he
E-.8 :(:?4'c the home.

operator. the purchase. was
made ia 1930 for str undisclos-
ed sum.

Mr. Jarvis died in 1953, atrd
the home was part of the
estate inherited by his sou
Vernon D. Jarvis. lte younger
Jarvis occupisd ttle :trI-mom
mansion until 1961.

That year, Jarvis put the
furnishings and the property
on tle auction blopk. AF
parently, however, tle sale
was not completed beeause of
low bidding. The highest bid
was made by Juviq' attorney
and the property remained in
Jarvis'hands.

The younger Jarvis died in
1965, and under terms of his
will, his entire estate was put
lnto a trust fund. Beneficiaries
of the trust were listed as his
five children,

In more reeent years, an
attempt to purchase the large
mansion for use as a museum
was made.

In 1969, a Deeefur museum
committee offered $s5,0{xl and
later upped tltat to $62,5ffi, but
botlr figures were reFctsd.
the asking price was S?0,000,
and a representative for the
owuers said they did not feel
they could accept any lower
price.

So,'the home remains smPw'p/t*t
Twenty Year: Ago-1939

The residence at 357 West
Deiatur street, buili-3O Yeari
.EiqsTy ly cf,etf-e, . U'
Po*.rs at a cost of about

EI00go0 rnas purihased bY

Sam D. Iarvis, oil qrEratorr
n]lr f;ia raI.r, .r'".v dav for

,h"'i;;; ;isk d.r. ",i "'tot"lof 16 davs for the month.
A .reti, of six state highwav

oatrolmen arrested 14 in De-
iatur r.r'ho had failed to secure

their I939 auto license Plates.

This is thc Powers'Jarvie maneion m W' Decatur Strrrt'

At 42I W. William Sr. is fhg Oglesby home'

!F*E

rt
t
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ffi+uur,r,re*e"lho;aiore5lorethelormerPourricJaf,isMensionfoitsformerErar:EU.,--:..=

Mqffi ffiEumililE lf'rue' {or Dorseys ''--'u'"-- -*--- - -

rr F\ Fr ^ --:^-- l-...,!- fA^neE+pt
taniily Buys Powers.Jarvis lvla*st*s:

-- ' t'r Esi'ate' suclr as a lorg plan to move."il,t:,"tlfil"ff]f 
.

$ urmmxilrnl .nrii,ru, 'o '-'- I - . ..,i0 "Li"Hfirffi:,'5: 
'-*lir"rr.ufre,is,i']usi-111; ,rl' ' ' ':"u

Tmfl'" . .-.1- tory workei",! tt'totq1lY h*: : "-'
:nrrrildu :.:r.r':' i: , lui*i-tu*ihrre originaXy Uri. iXrsey is an a;sisf1-!39 n

''ill* 
"::r:e 

a ballroom, will bu "'lF't As luck would have ft, IT'.. 
and paintti:'

unu,n, ,..iur,',Mrr"'riffiyr"ia n#*."i'"riir"!purchasedtire 'l'lr+i h-1'-.' i: =:'' :'-'':-

mr"ffirr ' ,,rricns of the basernent will tmt"':"t aJ sire'and her. hus- 1;'ii1"r r ritrli)ic.. l: " ' i : 1'

aumm ffi -L .igri ro i,"r* [ilililiirr'dt uana ir"san iheir two'rveek va' r]r{ r'

turmn 1 ::, w:e ----r.-: . i as r r."rl"lti*ffiH"r* "riion' 
irhich enables them {o "\,'r'r:;,il't', l.:: : :

r ,r d[ril@-''"" j--Eujs: -he u;rildren *Tt"tiJJ.*' i:t*'^f*t start on making the 
',,',,ri ,.',,'r',g';"1' " i :

T,* ilm,. i i..ii, iir".rii. 
- 

honre livable' 
1 e,;pl; ','. ' t,:i iri"-i h"- " - -

.$umllufi, mr ir@ii, * -' TheDorseys, who have lived ,Illmediate 
attention w-iti iy ilr'i" i'r';L:t;" sirtri "i-i-i"e.':'

*uffi 3'mes-: - - in Moweaqua roi tel, p:rs, giut' iiffioling-rrioten wiu' 
''1, ,,1"',.,rllr',ltl""]ln 

*]:- t -

;*ffi3 : 
E*EStOfiCal GfUfpS t0 0ffef Iilil 

**e'rtliin:r iii.S ii i

Iftfi[firilm, mo&! t":,., ._ ..'. E'EEdIvlruur vl!!f' -- 
_-_-- - .,i,l:ewani,trir.]riri,f ;rr,:-.:-

#*:"rL ,t, ,, rleEp in Re$oration Work :a:ti}'i' i 
=' 'l '

'wWlt lffilill ,i, lllllully]lli"lrl[ 
-

,ry,-,mm,- **** ' -. - - .,:- 'li.ie prisidents of two" lgca] decid-e rvhat to do with ihe mu'

ffuulNtlutfrunf w',*r ' :r.: :. . 
i,,.sti,rical orG il""J *inE ,"y;i"i;fii in their uttu "l irrrirrti iolili;'lr ri !r'r'i : :

r:I!i
uMMt.:fir iH i ;- '"'-- - j . r,r:',is Nlansion has been prr- fhc srouu orsanizeci trirert it

-- ' r': E-si'ate' suclr as a lolg plan to. mol'e lnto LIr€rL 'iii
,.' "'?'*'"ii;u;;-ffi- -ih-i 

'no'''t 
"ttt.,in ' :':o'::' lt:t1tl " t' '' ' :: ' : : :"'

ffim*,;l\1il]: 
: r 

."1:",,11,; $Toffiiffi; ?i "i'; '-"{'.,iu{, 
Ip::::.:,:r :i1:::1, 

.,i':rr ;':,]tfs. rurrErrq
president of-the .Macon 

C:1110 tt'.1;i
,,,,,rtru,.. 'l rii,u* . , _:,tit'l,fl1Iil9"u',,1,,* " u. 'rii'riiii"jr"C".aiiirii"e 

-couri" 
l-i,,rii-:::.,,1.,;.'

dlltxnilri ,,rilryffiil ' , , :. ll'nt?,-llli",ir ":r-boffi iludv'i" go*g 
"o 

irave it for: a ll,il- I
Ulll::1f i1Silili*lrrr rr rLr,,rr* .ll ,,riitii"'t=,iil*t .c;'"1"; t3u'"*,.r*-zi* <ci.r rrer or- !r.,.r::i,,r,.

iwv'is going'ro hare it for a flrlll. f r'rllirrrii:'i ') :
,me.ti li'r".:::{ ,' ' 'l

Mrs. Mulrooney said.Ircr. or- ' .,, . ..

home.t'
Mrs- MulrooneY said her or- '' .''

n*irrtion**iU trffer its help .'i I '' 
( r:i. ' 

. ,r :
:ir- ^_-, r^ohi^n .r lr"lL-r I{ ( ;j:

. itttLlttu lLll I Li

lili, Timu'' ,uLLlr'rr :.
ilmrllrl*rnmrrtitur' Ir riuur'-'v ::.':^t'"]?;"*'"},"i]iil*iiff m 7i, *y fasldon." . . . r l1:.:,ltit{.i

llllirur ruriuruLtr" :lmt"* '_'-i,-t;llr**nlni""ffo#*; i:rtif"a*r"homg,issa19.{. rrl:.:.i.r1r .j: 
::

uil,Ifil n "rrrir, -1- : : . :.:'**J.H"ffiffi'# il;;i,il"ir going to t" rc' 
,,,1.'"

mfim{it,n*ilfl* 4r'.1 lqu , : , : ',.:',:litS'*;;""t'.i; .ii;t" 
tained," she sai.d. ., 1,@*,,,ir'il r ' .1"11'1*"*"i,'ii'o,tiltri[ '-3t. !*id ii,. pian tc' raze the ir

{lrmunrlr' ,Lril-'r: "".-r'r . : j :.'r(r 
::,,.1': "il.*;; '-* -t}" 

home made residents aliare i'l'i

rcr{n'"iiurmr,i r, r1 giirtrer rDuJrJ 
i-riaf pa* of -their 

heritage ri;rs

,,ffi#y,,-];;,;"'"",,-" - 'l'o', rike to.g:].ft^* t',ti3Yrf*trJf1i* proj*,, ;

1w,' rtulb ri'u: : ltl' "iiiiti' frJip'ir"v- tti'" w'hen thev realized soin€trr' l
ru r,,ndE, \'c\\nt'rs "''f;:l'1=#'*il:'- :i1::9.'tfrt 

u'as going d0*

uilmr: :jurflflir,rn*r r--,.: .: . l,lrs,t:eyeraddidGorgan- she.said'"Toofewpeopiereri-

$Illn.j: ll:'|-:,.....- 'ii'"""ifi ft;;T'ittt;-*@ :
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Powers Mans;on
Afler pop's built ihe oPera

house what do you ds for ar
encole?

if Charles Fowers. son oI 0r'
lando, upstaged his dad. it tt'a.s

ihe Powers Mansion he built ln
19os that did it.

When the home'-" first occu-
pants weren't idling ri jnters

away at the Breakers Hotel irt
Palm Beach. Fla. thev rlere in-
troducing grand scaie lavlsh-
ness to Llecatur.

Depending on nhjch sidewalk
supervisor you taiked to during
its ccln;struction, you might
Iearn the mansion cost any-
where from $50,000 to well over
$100,000 to ereet.

And well it rnight have whetr
you couited four porches on a
scale as iarge as I by 48 feet,
an eleetric elevator. basement
garage housing eight or nine
vehicles, a sweeping mahogany
staircase and coPper cornices.

G 1 o r i o us times revolved
around the house as iis orvners
introducecl golf to the town.
twirling clubs in a Joht:s Hill
pasture. and Mrs. Poll,ers' re-
putation rvaxed as a founder
and patron of the Decatur Art
Institute"

The carefully constructed
dream came crashing dolvn
when the mansion was mortga-
ged and lost in a lrlorida land
investment.

Latham native Sarn D. J*r-
r,is, the next long-term o\iner
of the hcuse with leaded glass
bookcases and lion's head door
knocker, bought it in 1939.

A sireet car operator and
aulo saiesman, he eventually
beeame an indepentlent oil man

made rvealthy by Southern Il'
linois aii discoveries.

Havirg nnce chauffered a
Latham banker in a 1909 White
Steamer. Jarvis in later life
buiit the Carriage Cavalcade
rruseum of antique autos and
horse-draut't carriages in Silver
Sprlng. Fia.

The stateh' buff brick re,-si-

cier:;e passed to his son Vernon
upon Sam's death in Custer.
S.D. in 1953 rvhile atiending
rodeos.

Vernon's farnily occr"rPied the
r.narsion sporadicall-v during
the 1950s. Under ciouded cir-
cumstances the familY auc-
tioned iit and all its contenis in
1961.

Iror 10 per eent dou,n and the
balance in 30 days, bidders
could have Item 638 in ihe bid'
tier's book. I'io one was rvilling
to pay a price below the high'
e s i originai building cost
guesses, though.

,P. 11. -sprcat liste,1 tire build-
iug anci grounds at a tnarket
price oi aboul $65,000 in i959).

The week-iong auction ln ihe
third floor barlquet hail lured
rvell-dressed buyers from the
south aird east coasts tor bid on

$uch items as an expensive dia-
rnond ci.inner-ring set.
In more recent yeals at-

tempis to buy the fabled hcuse
for a museuur and religous
purposes failed as dio plans to
taze it for an apartment eom-
plex for elderly and hardi.
capped.

Wayne and Gene CamPbell
and others purchased it in 19i+,
then solci it to Jim end Pa:
Dorsef in July.

-
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EVE\ IF IT is paradise,
Ieales still need raking at the
Ijorse:' talias Powers) Man'
sicn. top. So owners Pat and
;:r do groudske€ping dury
! --!--- r-lt-^
_ 1p r-it.tel lLr}{J.
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