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ture: Decatur Impounding Dam
West of the present South Trz-zli- Z--z=2- Zridge,
formerly the County 3riizs,
West of southbound Route #21.

Date of original construction: July 3, 1°:z

Dates of celebration - July <, =, 2, =, 1313,
Contractor - L, N, Cope ani 3on =7 Zs:z-:2-,
Historys
2. See print-outs of souvenir program, July --7,
History of Decatur's Water Sup y Prozlsenm,
b. See local newspaper clippings:
(1) Review - J
(2) Review - J
(3) Review in
( ) oyt aw
(W

rinz the celebration}

(3) Herald - July 7, 1923 - Mayor Lzke,
(6 d - Fail , 1066 written
o
C. Hichm 1 d Macon County.
13930, ze Decztur,
i. Otiher loc r cllppings:
(1) Sund & Review, Oct. 8, 1967, Decatur Diary column,
W3 utoly 01d Problem.
2) Sund =r -i & Review, August 30, 1970, Decatur Diary column,
Daz Zuilt for Extra Water.
>, Review, December 27, 1940, Lake Decatur 'Monument' to Staley,
and A, Z. Staley and the City, both articles written at the
tims Staley's death,
~, Heraid, July 14, 1940, Lake Decatur Was Begun 20 Years Ago
TOROTTOW,
>, Herz13, Decesmber 3, 1946, obit Charles M., Borchers.,
=, ZXevisw, Zecember 4 1040, editorial, C. M. Borchers,
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LAKE DECATUR CELEBRATION

History of Decatur’s Water
Supply Problem

ROM the t
what defin ahout an
.::_._L.«. until the dam wan
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Pecatur must store more water,
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even
about
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for o lnke only

David M

;,_:.:

! and probabi
o <.._.:::c:~. 50 that when it came to mak-
ing plans it would not be wise to think of the
next ten or twenty years only, but that a long
look into the future must be taken and some-
thing bigger and better created than any city
in this part of the country had done. It was
believed that Decatur would be a city of 150,-
000 by the time another generation had grown
up, and preparations for that must be made.

PLANS OUTLINED

In his annual report to the city council in
July, 1914, City Commissioner Harry Ruthrauff
snid that a definite plan should be made at once
for an ..:_::i.a_ water mcm:u_u\ as it would take
wt leant five years to develop any project.

City Fangineer ' T Hicks was asked to bring
i oveport on the subject and he recommended

v to n 605 foot level and
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ing his stareh wutha wil he
wales Even then I
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two ol was in this spirit then that
led in 1919 for a dam to
) foot level, with a founda-
e 615 foot level
works of the state
be consulted as it has
d vivers, gave its ap-
n October, 1919.

the citizens voted to
-r impounding bonds to

i\t vote was 3007 for and

y i

dam,

1920, the contract for building
to L. N. Cope and Son. On

there was a formal throwing of
le full of earth, the occasion being
y o thering of 10,000 Decatur
Mayor Borchers using a silver spade.

._v > —unuw._r —‘—C—‘:J_AWVJ, was Av—ﬁmm:mnqar as w;_umﬂ./wal
ing engineer to carry out the plans made by
Pearse, Greeley and Hansen.

WATER SUPPLY COMPANY

The municipality could finance only the
building of the dam. It was necessary to secure
about 4,000 acres of land on which to impound
the water. This had to be done outside of the
municipality’s statutory financial possibilities.
Beside the cost of the dam it was estimated
that a million dollars would be needed for land,
raising bridges, changing roads, etc. To pro-
vide this the Decatur Water Supply Company,
a quasi public corporation not for profit, was
organized. The capital stock was to be $1,000,-
000, but $1,200,000 was subscribed in five days
by citizens of Decatur.

The company made a contract with the city
by which the city's receipts from water rents
were put into a fund to 270 for:
iy Operating expenses of plant.

10 per cent to pay for S.:_..:f.__»i

peop

1y
el ol

v the eliy
ating e#
filteen vears
srefepied stueh ul the enmpany

il witheut further enst ia
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JULY 4-5-6 AND 7 - 1923

its business, and it was under his direction that
the engineering, land buying and other big prob
lems of the company have been in a big and
far sighted way worked out with an energy and
celerity that has gained the admiration and ap-
proval of the whole community. The city coun-
cil when the contract was let consisted of May-
or Charles M. Borchers, and Commissioners
Harry Ruthrauff, Alexander Van Praag, J. W.
Montgomery and John F. Mattes. It was under
their direction with the active day and night
supervision of Mayor Borchers that the actual
work on the dam was carried to completion in
as good time as possible for such a job and with
caving in expense, due to wise working out of
a contract that provided for saving to the city
in case of lowered costs, while protecting the
contractors against advances.

Mayor Borchers also cooperated in the pur-
chase of the hundreds of tracts of land, and
his fairness, knowledge of réal estate values,
and skill as a negotiator saved the city and
company both time and money.

SOURCE AND EXTENT OF SUPPLY

The Sangamon river, which has always been
the source of Decatur’s water supply, is esti-
mated to be ninety-five to 100 miles long above

e uf the plves
n Fai
12 8

i
cnnl

il

iy the §
i, 19114 hign
ineh il

entered
ever 1
droppec
the dam then
foot level

The b

WATERWORKS CHRONOLOGY

[869—First ordinance—vetoed by Mayor
Pugh.

1870—First
failed.

1871—Plant and pipe installed.

1874—Reservoir built.

1877—Reservoir enlarged.

1878—Dam built.

1682—Clapp and Jones pump bought.

1684—Twin Allis pumps bought.

1685—First lighting plant instalied.

18694—Warren filter plant put in.

1696—Plant rebuilt.

1908-9—New pumping station buill,

1910—New light plant built.

1910—New dam built.

1913—New filter voted.

1914—New filter plant put in use.

1917—New Snow pump installed at wate
worlos,

1920-1921 Water

dam | and
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‘
water pipe ordered

oun project,
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DECATUR « BRATION

Lake Decatur Celebration Association

Ho A

JARL DICK

J. A. Henson

H. 1. Spayd

W. L. Kline
Otto Kyle

Paul Hawes

Rev. T. N. Ewing

W. H. Wiley

Mrs. Walter A. Roberts
Sam Tucker

W. M. Bering

R. E. Rainey
Alexander McGorray
Jack Grimm

John Knowlton

Bert Whitsitt
Ernest LaRosae

F. M. Lindsay
Herbert jordan

J. E. Tackaberry
Herman Kersch
Arthur Metzler

J. 5. McClelland
Dawid Oakes

Bev. A0 M Wells

FINANCE--W. A. HAMMER, Chairman
SWARTHOUT

MUSIC--D. M.

Program

10:00 A M. IN

POGUL

1:00 P.

A voluntary organization not lor

W. . HARDY

W. A

DIRECTORS
DS OAKES W. (

STARR

MEMBERS APPOINTLED BY MAYOR

Lvans

pton

MeDavid
Roberts

Lmil Reinhold
Miss Van Dyke
Dr. E. T. Evans W. D. Sneller

Arthur Geiseking Earl Weatherford

H. C. Schaub J. A. Hedrick

W. Lutz Krigbaum. Oscar Dawson

Frang Post T. T. Roberts

Carl Head Guy Deetz

Abe L. Greenberg Clenn Frede

Miss Mabel Dunlap L. P. Halladay

Jack Powers R. C. Parrish

Mrs. Tom Pitner Mrs. Robert J. Murphy

Joe Riggs W. L. Shellabarger
Miss Mary E. Fye Ralph Tenney

L. M. Cole M. C. Nelson
Carlos Lyon Harry Stadler

C. J. Doyle Charles Lee

Miss Eliza Thomas

Wilbur Humphrey
Miss Lloise O'Mara.

Miss Milc Holmes
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Alex Campbell

M. L. Harry

J. Frank Wallace
Owen Scott

Mrs. Carl Dick

Mrs. Fugenia Bacon
Mrs. C. H. Patterson
Mrs. J. J. Moran

W. F. Hardy

T. W. Sanuels

Mrs. Dan Macknet
Mrs. Geo. Steele
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Wednesday, July 4th \
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J. Weissmuller

1—100 yd. Free Style. C

losed.

Swimming Events

Under Auspices of

Decatur Athletic Associatio
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2—100 yd. Free Style—Women. Closed. Won by
3—Fancy Diving—Spring Board—Men. Closed. Won by .
4—220 yd. Free Style—Men. Closed.

5—Fancy Diving—Spring Board—Women,  Closed,

6500 Meter Free St Ay AU Waon hy
7—Tligh Dive—Mon. Clossd Wen by
8-—High Dive=Woman, Clossd Wan by
080 yid, Fres Siyle, Open A, A, U Wen hy
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Pad o gl .;:.m Sivle « Open,. A AU Wan hy
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DECATUR COAL COMPANY
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DECATUR--HATER AND THE SANGAMON

1
J
]

BRIDGES -- In the early days of Decatur there were no bridgss over the S
Streams and rivers were crossed by fording, sometimes with diszstrous re
son's Ford, Cow Ford and others served for years in Macon County. At le
th orldges built were covered, One was the so-called County Bridgs zt
the present Lake Decatur dam; another was Rea's bridge, morth ~
other was at the Cow Ford, downstream from the present Stzley Zridze.

RAVIGAITON ON THE RIVER--In the spring of 1844 an effor
2con County men to navigate the Sangamon or pursue its

(71

[

&)
[}

¥

za: been in existence for 15 years, and the closest mark <e

Eielé, St. Louis and Chicago. Oxen hauled produce over =

==Ster, casier method was needed, The State Legislature

==vigzble; now it was up to the men to make it so,

W ¥2con County men had looked at the Sangamon and believed that =zt | r time

»22ts could reach the Illinois River and then the Mississippi with deli pro-

=== 2t St. Louis and other cities along the way to New Orleams, It est,

= -2t ozt 16 x 54 feet was built in the spring of 1844, in hopes i e

=Tt of keel and flat boat navigation. The boat was loaded with 33

=== CT=¥ 26 inches of water, At the time she was put aflozt the riv

** 2=ing bank full., At the mill dams at this time 2 1/2 to & fesz o

over. By ""htening, the boats could pass over the dams with szfety u

— ) was in command as the flat boat left Decatur, The Rez Bridge is mow the

=iy Ot memorial to this man. In the neighborhcod of Long Point, south of Nizn-

v 220on and Christian Counties, they encountered drifts 2nd probdle=s. Two =

N— S Were not recorded, helped clear the channel enough for the flat bozt o

EEt Throush.  The low water hampered movement, and near the junction with the South

fETE ©I The Sangamon in Sangamon County, it was decided advisable to tie up until

EOTE P=tor %25 in the river. Soon heavy rains came and with the banks nearly full che

IOZT PrO ' with ease and safety, The records are not clear as to where Captzin
==#22%=< oI his produce, but he had tested the Sangamon in both low and high wa-

-% ©=% opinicn, with drifts removed, navigation was possible even in low water.

e w2s formed to clear the.drifts from the river., The work was divi-

e : beginning at the northern line of the county to the western limits

oI the oo n's History of Macon County reports five more boats were built

- . New Orleans, The boats were loaded with "corn and hogs. They got

waifiecadhanek.. and tied up for the winter to await high water the next spring

= 1848, 1 ing, loads on two boats were transferred to the other three,

TeiTzoTen znd one with corn, , At Beardstown the loads were too light for

oy
i f

i
'
:
i
B
i
"o
it

4 large quantity of bran was bought and taken aboard for
ts went through to New Orleans, and one stopped at Natchez.

hoid e

——— : John Hanks, J.C. Braden, and Hosea Armstrong. Armstrong,
=L Seaxrsstowm, tzrmed ov Lls bozt to Moses Spencer. This was the end of the Deca-
T S ¥eomm Cowmty o to navigate the Sangamon,

=45 —Be = strugzling young village in 1829 depended on private wells for

its weter pl; It w=s not until June 6, 1831 that the county commissioners auth-
OFizES o= <lzzisg of z public well. James Johnson was to dig it on the west half of
:f: ¢, block £ (che s orne Lincoln Square along Merchant Street at East
=t mally < e of:the square -and a wooden pump brought
. ; < 2 cup chained 'to the pump. When the first
‘Tra ed”

=
' <® for watet and suffered several bad fires,

o Pl 2iver, The first was built in 1832 by D.

s} Al e, Springfiecld newspaper report. They were
the Spangler, Whitely, These dams were for water power
for saw mills =nd owered mills .

also operated in therzrea, >




i

Wi TER SUPFLY--Decatur did not go to the Sangamon River for a water supply for its
itizens, oanufacturers, and fire protection until 1871. This was 42 years after
village was established. The city of 5,000 was forced to take action when 2

ling mill was established in Decatur to make railroad iron rails., To secure the

nt the Decatur City Council promised to provide a location of ten acres and suf-
ient water for manufacturing purposes., Franklin Priest, one of Decatur's most

rgetic boosters, had considerable influence in getting the Cleveland Rolling Mill

Company in Decatur., 1In the summer of 1870, the City Council leased ground fron

Gilbert Howell near East Wood and Broadway in what was inown as Howell's Hollow. 1In

July and August a well 10 feet square and 30 or 40 feet deep was dug, tapping a

good stream of water, A Cameron pump with a capacity of 500,000 gallons a day was

purchased from Kuperle and Company of St, Louis at a cost of $1,460.

.
i

-
rici
-

At a meeting on January 16, 1871 T.T. Flagler, agent for the Holly Manufactur-
ing Company of Lockport, New York, makers and installers of waterworks plants, in-
dicated, after a survey, that about 1,800,000 gallons a day would be needed for De-
catur., Of this supply, the rolling mill would need 1/3 to 1/2 the amount. Flagler
said that at a cost of $100,000 for machinery, building, four miles of supply pipe
and 45 fire hydrants, he could guaranteec sufficient pressure to force a strean of
water through a one-inch pipe to a height of 100 feet. The annual upkeep would be
$5,000 a year. At a City Council meeting February 6, 1871, a resolution was passed
to purchase a 6-inch pipe to go from East Mzin Street through Broadway to Cerro
Gordo Street and from there a four-inch pipe to the rolling mill and to provide
grounds for the placing of a temporary engine and well as reservoir to supply water
for the pipes.

WATERWORKS --After many ncetings and discussion, six acres were purchased for $3,000
fron Peddicord and Burrows for the watcrworks. The land was known as the Priest Dis:
Distillery property irmediately east of the Illinois Central and north of the river
bridge. On June 19 a contract was awarded to the Dodson, Holmes and Company to
build the new waterworks at a cost of $34,937. The punps were guaranteed to deliver
one billion gallons of water a day, also three streams of water 100 feet high at

the Old Square, A 12-inch main was to run fron the waterworks to Old Square, a dis-
tance of one nile,

On March 4, 1872, with no planned observance, the pumps were tested by forciég
water through the nile-long main to the 0ld (Lincoln) Square. The Decatur Republicar

of March 7, 1R72 reported the event: "Last Monday evening the fire bell commenced
ringing, and the pecople rushed out only to find that the alamm was given for the
purpose of calling out the citizens to witness a trial of the Hclly Waterworks.
Hoses were attached to three fire plugs--one at Linn and Scruggs corner (2-4 Mer-
chant Street), one at the St. Nicholas Hotel, and one on Imboden's corner at South
Y2in and Wood Streets, A high wind was blowing, but the exhibition was very satis~-
factory., Three streans were thrown at the same time, each one of which reached far

beyond the tops of the highest houses. This was only half of its capability. Dec=-
tur was now using the Sangamon River for its water supply.

;E§_§§32§§EI§§--The Sanganon River provided ice for Decatur from the 186Cs z2nd
0ssibly earlier to the early 1900s. Harvesting ice was done by scores of men, 5=
,-vcks being cut by big hand saws and stored in saw dust in ice houses. D. A.

WafE

..... itt used to put up from 7,000 to 10,000 tons of ice each winter, using 60 to
100 men ot harvesting time. Rivcr ice st111 was being cut in the early 1900s, =1-

sl T

“hough 2rtificial ice was being made and sold in Decatur in 1890 by the Decotwr Io=

=nd Cold Storage Company, 202-204 N, Broadway. The Maffitt ice house was =t o=

"""" outh Webste Strcet In the 1870sPhilip Klohr was in the ice busimsss x
=nd Priest By 1880 C.F. Butzhach was in the ice msl-
2in -nd Ch e Decztur Ice Coopany (Joseph Michl =ms C T

t In 1887 T L. Antri- w=s

o
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SEWERS --While Decatur was getting - water sup ly from the Sangamon Riverabove the
city dam, it was polluting the river with rzw scwage not far below the dam., In the
carly sewer systen there were some open citches south of East Wood Street to the
river, but eventually the sewers were ccontinued by the shortest route to the river.
It was a practice followed by 2ll cities in the nation that had streams to carry
sewage away, hoping that by dilutiocn z2nd sunshine the water would be purified as it
—oved downstrean,

1

Eventually for Decatur, due to the slow flowing Sangamon and dry periods, there
harg

suits for damages brought by stock rzisers who charged the polluted water killed
cattle. State authorities took nctice znd warned the city about polluting the
. Talk of a sewer system for the city stzrtzd czrly in 1880but it was not un-
til '808 that an ordinance was passed fcr Street sewe The sewer was
cuilt but ended just below Decatur. The < ] h of Wood Street,

Zoth were later extended to the rivcr. By Sniury protests were
being nade about the river, and by 1913 th ) such that
=oc public demanded there be a radica l correction,

In 1917 the Sanitary District of Decatur was created =nd wes to include 21,120
Zcres. By 1924 there was an interceptor sewer, puoping staticms, 2nd 2 Cfreztment
clznt. Decatur was on its way to handle the city's sewzge and icprove the conditicm
I the Sangamon River.

T= STALEY COMPANY AND THE DAM--With a waterworks in operation in March 1872, the
“ity Council was kept busy authorizing new water mains to all sections cf the city
== residents asked for city water. When the river was high, the water was often too
—uily to use, A reservoir was needed, but it was not until 1874 that ome was built,
Iz w2s 100 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 6 feet deep to 2 bed of gravel through which
toe woter seeped to provide a clean water supply. In 1877 it was enlarged to 500
faa: in length. It was recognized a bigger reserve supply of water was needed, and

...... cber, 1878 a dan was built below the Illinois Central Railroad bridge to create
- s22ll lake. The dam raised the river 4 1/2 feet. It was not until 1910 that a

W dom was needed to meet the steadily increasing demand fron residents and industry

Just as the couming of the rolling mill to Decatur in 1870 forced the city to
£stzblish o waterworks, the sale of the Wellington Starch Co. to Augustus E. Staley
-£ 3-ltimore in 1909 was in 10 years to force Decatur to provide a lake of eight
»illitn gzllons of water to meet industrial demand. In the neantime, the Staley
1=t needed ocre water innmediately. Construction of a glucose plant by the Staley

-Iztturinz Coopeony created the need for the larger water supply. The company was
f¥uTec oI on 2Cequate supply, but the need was irmediate.
iEils su s were nade, engineers consulted, various plans discussed, and a
fim-]l decisice de for 2 big ater inmpounding project, the Staley Company proposed
CEmpCTIXy C E 1 where the present Staley Bridge crosses Lake Decatur.

ruction of a dan in September, 1919. The dam was

Toe TTES LT - 1, 10 feet higher than the city dam; total cost
53& , T I w=s estineted the dan would create a lake of 600 acres between the
c.I. & W 0w 3. & . Wzbzsh Bridzes, The Staley dam was put into use in
LAKE DECC TR DeM--The comtract for building the Lake Decatur dam was let May 21,
1520 to L. K. Cope == Som ==F on Jume 24 the first stakes were driven. On July 15
there was = fornel throwime of the first spade full of dirt by Mayor C.M. Borders
as 10,000 w=trhed Pezrse, Creclsy =znd Honsen <Jrew the plans for the dam and en-
gaged J. Albert BEcloes 2s = er. The dan was completed with gates
in positicn by July, 1522. there was a great 4-day Lake Decatur
celebration with par=des, agu=tic sports of 211 kinds, 2 big pageant staged in

on Partd ] :




cost $725,000; land $599,000; clearing $109,558; roads and bridges

The dan had
$450,000; riprap $128,000; a total of $2,011,558. A total of 5,400 acres of land
to the 625-fcot level had been acquired. The lake was 14 niles long and a2 helf-nile
wide with 2n estinmated capacity of eight billion gallons cf water,

The zbove article is a surmary of articles written by Ottc R. Kyle, which

i0c a2po
appeared in the Decatur Herald from May 30 to June 17, 1966. 4 ouch more detailed
account nzy be read from the original articles, including nomy illustrations.




The den had cost $725,000; land $599,000; clearing $109,558; roads and bridges
$450,000; riprap $128,000; a total of $2,011,558. A total of 5,400 acres of land
to the 625-foot level had been acquired. The lake was 14 niles long and a helf-nile
wide with an estimated capacity of eight billion gallons of water,
1 z2bove article is a surmary of articles written by Ottc R. Kyle, which
appeared in the Decatur Herald from May 30 to June 17, 1966. A nuch more detailed
account nay be read from the original articles, including many illustrations.
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Sangomon River
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" 2 westerly course for some 67

and e mabiley to cope with  The first 90 miles of the riv- miles where Salt Creek enters.
fhe fomgh praitie grass sod. er is in the Wisconsin glacier Then it flows 33 miles west-
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2 wide vanety of grain crops west of Decatur. It is this 90  Tomorrow: Sangamon
were produced, wheat, corn and miles with 862 square miles of Floods. '




and Sangamon

>r on a Rampage

1883—Above Salt Creek the
river attained height of 8%

- feet above banks and below

Salt Creek @ height of six
feet.

1904 — Wide spreéad floods
from excessive rainfall
through watershed. s

1926—Lake Decatur on Oct.
3 recorded flood six feet.aboye
the dam. %

Bad Flood in 1943

* Other wide-spread flood
were recorded. in 1887, 1888,
1890, 1892, 1898, 1900, 1902 and
1903 but the most devastating
flood in the last 50 years was
in 1943 when great damage
was suffered throughout the
valley. :

The Sangamon valley. has
within its boundaries 94 incor-
porated cities and towns plus
the geographical center of II-
Iinois. The date the first hu-
man being entered the valley
is unknown. When Christopher
Columbus found the New
world in 1492 thinking he had
reached East India, there
were natives in both North
and South America. He called
them Indians. How long they
had inhabited North America
is not known.

Tomorrow:

Sangamon.

Settlers enter
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s Find Rich, Beaufiful Valley

inols area from
“reneh establish-
ezms in 1718. In
period French
were started in Il
wg the Mississippi
I0%s TIVers.
gettlers in the
rgely by hunting
seems reasonable that
och bunters may
ped along the San-
=on River hunting before
= were any settlements.
% Mississippi velley was
control of the French
=t 1783 when Great Brifain
sk title fo the territory east
the Mississippl.-As early as

g

1% IMlincis had trade connec-

Soos with eastern seaboard
Exglish colonies. There was
ade with [Illinois Indians.
Some of that trade may have
been with th " Kickapoo Ib-
dians in the Sangamon River

valley

Richest Area
The real settlement of the
interior of [Illincis did not

start until after the close of
the Revolution in 1783 and it
did not reach the Sangamon
River valley until probably
early in 1800, The valley early
was recognized as probably
the richest aree of its size in
the state. Prof. George W.
Smith in his “Histery of I
nois and Her People” (1927},
says Sangamon is Pottawati-
omi for “Good things to eat”
But it was pot always spe
Sangamon.

The Western Gazeteer or
Emigrants Directory, publish-
ed by Samuel Brown in Au-
burn, NY., in 1817, said re-

ding the ferritory: “The

v mpked river,

Springfield as the name of a
newspaper,

The valley got much public-
ity in fhe 1820's and Ilater
when a book, ‘“Travels in I-
linois in 1819,” by Ferdinand
Ernst, a German traveler,
was published in Hildersheim
in Hanover, Germany, in 1823.
The book was widely real in
Europe and when brought to
the United States was well cir-
culated. The book described
the Sangamon country and
gave much publicity to this
area of Illinois. Incidentally,
the book was franslated for
the Illinois Historical Library
in 1903 by Prof. E. P. Baker
of McKendree College.

On July- 23, 1819, Ernst
reached Edwardsville. At that
time the Kickapoo Indians
were camped near Edwards-
ville ready to make a treaty

with the United States ceding
their lands in Hlinois, which
included the Sangamon River
valley. Ernst wrote about the
Indians, probably the first he
ever had seen. At Edwards-
ville, Ernst mef a2 man named
Hallman who joined fraveling
forces with him. They went to
Vendalia, the new capial of
the state, where many {old
them about Sangamon valley
land.
Started LLog Hoyse

The two travelers started.a
log house and when it was
nearly completed, Ernst left
his companion fo ish it
while he came to the Sanga-
mon country. By
he had | made his
Springfield hy way
wardsville, Carlinville and’ Gi-
rard. Hé circled abou ring-
field logking at the area. He

wrote about the prairies, the
settlers moving in and said
the country “is justly styled
‘the beautiful land on the
Sangamon,’” ”’ and the “region
is one “of the most important
in the state of Illinois, or rath-

er, will become such in a
short time.”

Others wrote about the
Sangamon Valley. Thom

as Beard, when 21, left hi
Ohio home in 1817 and in 18
was in Edwardsville with Gen.
Murray McConnel on a |
to the Hlinois R
{ickapoo
the mouth

about the t
Sangamon b
miniature An
tance.”

Tomerrow: Lorion Trading
Post.
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Srtge- Piaw‘babmdﬂnbridmwhichwubcminlmonuofpnumCounfyBridgo. It is on the route the Lincoin family fook fo Decatur

- Decatur and Sangamon

Man Spans the River

BY OTTO R. KYLE
In the early days of De-
catur there were no bridges
over the Sangamon. Streams
were crossed by fording

son’'s Ford, Cow Ford
gthers served for years
Macon Coumty. When bridges

were built, at least three were
covered. One was the so-called
County bridge at the site of
the present Lake Decatur dam
and bridges: another was
Rea's Bridge north of Deca-
tur and the other at the Cow
Ford down stream from the
present Sizley bradge across

Laks Decsiar
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lmco aw Sireams

o\mdthesebendsw!thﬁnm
of a stern oar. The gentle cur-
rent of the Sangamon made it
easy to handle the craft at
points where trouble had been
expected.

'l‘hesuccessnfthe

! )

i
o
ilis.

fede

= Decatur t0 "e Indiana
=m Lincoln was one of
s for the internal im-
~wvement program. He real-
5 ; i the need for transporta-

' . : z = and other improvements
==, but the 1837 state effort fo

¥ encommtered formidable diffi-
culties. First of all, the im-
| provements were to be made
with state credit but the panic
of 1837 cut off any financial aid
sg= of the water, from federal sources. The state

=+ moyement and near bank was in deep difficulties.
s with the South In 1839 the state Legislature

@e Ssmgamon in San- placed a heavy tax—20 cents

w County it was thought of $100—to use in securing a
sable %o tie up until there British loan. There was bond
sas mere water. Soon there frouble and other failures with
seme Besvy, rains and with the the result the work on the in-
seniks meaply full the flat boat ternal improvement: - pro-

roceeded with ease and safe- gram was halted in 1840.

5. The records are not clear - In 1841, when the state coul
. 5 o where Captain Rea dis: no longer pay interest on its
S oosed of roduce but he- bonds, the whole internal im-
%% 5ad tested the Sangamon in provement program collapsed.

 WER ootk Jow and hjgh water. Inlow Thomas Ford was elected gov-

. ; water the drifts were. frouble: ernor of Illinois in 1842 and
3 some and it Swas his opinion started at once to get the states

that with the drifts removed out of its financial trouble an

» was pot al- navigation, evey in low water; succeeded. In the meanty

-4ed four feet was possible \with laden flat many  sections of the su
A: this stage boats. b were disillusioned as to &

=

AR

= 8 and ope- Short,bends af the river had al improvements, among
et been considered by many to the Decatur community
- - =ms. By makes&fenp'ationimpos—hadbopedtohavea.'
T e ¢ woud pess sible with heavy loads in large  Tomorrow: Cleaming the Sam
o — wils safely. ; Captain Rea steered ar- gamon. 4



gE
¥

é

8 é

i

i

k
i
af

} .

o
Vi
44
B

it

rip Do

8
4

i
it

:
i

;
&

R

]

2
¥

i

e Sargon
\een Interest in Clearing a Channe

R
¥

14
:
:

LY

o’

by Macon County sending a

flat boat down the river proved also

beyond a doubt the river is
susceptible of at least keel
and flat boat navigation. The

uy Committee recounted the ex-
- periences of the flat boat jour-

ney and added:

“Nor is this all. There are
now citizens in this county rea-
dy for putting keel boats om
the river as soon as it is prop-
erly improved by which means
we can get back freight at
greatly reduced cost as well
as get our groceries and ofher
heavy articles of carriage. And
last, though not least, whe can
calculate on the advantage that
the clearing of the obstructions
in the river would be to the
health of the country. The ob-

structions in the river have figt’

long been regarded as one of
the causes of the sickness we
labour under during the latter
part of summer and fall With
these facts is there a citizen
that will not lend his aid to
accomplish so desirable an ob-
Ject.”

The commitiee recommend-

river were f{o
gay's work at the
season of the year (say
o

oaths

L4

7,15

A0

s mill-William Austen and
. Hosteller (H

oubt there could be keel
vigation on the San-
gamon “and it is believed that
with no great




Smith’s history of Macon
County reports five more boats
were built to carry produce to
New Orleans. The history says
it was 1846 but as the history
is incorrect in sayihg the “nav-
igation fever” and Capt. Rea’s
frip were in 1845 instead of

1845.

The boats were loaded with
corn and hogs. They got as far
as Long Point and tied up for
the winter to await high water
the next spring, in 1846. In the

DECATUR HERALD

Decatur and Sangamon

Two Decatur Boats
Reach New Orleans

BY OTTO R. KYLE bought and taken aboard for

ballast. Two of the boats went
through to New Orleans and
one stopped at Natchez.

ins of these boats were

John Hanks, J. G. Braden and .

Hosea Armstrong. Armstrong,
at Beardstown, turned over
command of his boat to Moses
Spencer. The whole project
was promoted and backed by
Hosea Armstrong. J.~J. Ped
decord and Heory Pra-
ther. People all along the San-
gamon were interested in the
uavigation effort and large
groups appeared to watch the
boats. Some followed for sev-
eral miles to aid if the boats
should encounter frouble at
mill dams and at drifts.

This was the end of the De-
catur and Macon County ef-
fort to navigate the Sangamon.

Tomorrow: Drinking from
the River. :

=
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=
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City’s first and only riverside water treatment plant (cﬂmr‘;f photo) as it

9»%& 9,796 ¢

e
! d .
I T - " d place for a mill. Before s
i - ¢ - T ctwassignedFrankh.n
]

ded public meet-
n the night of
v 16, 1871, tohear T. T.
Flagler, agent for the Holly
Manufacturing Co.; of Lock-
port, N. Y., makers and in-
with water suf- stallers of waterworks plants.
mapufacturing pur- Flagler talked for two. hours

: during which he said a survey
] after ex. ©Of Decatur indicated a supply
accepteg Of 1,800,000 gallons of water a
day should be supplied He said
that much was nof needed
immediately but # would be
needed soon. Of this supply, he
pointed out, the rolling mill, i
e : cessful, would: need one-
- ~ third to one-half the amount.

7

lagler said that at a cost
WES mEFer of $100,000 . for -machinery,
- building, four miles of supply
ipe and forty-five fire hy-
ants, he could guarantee suf-
i pressure to force a

S

T
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=5 in 1871 to Go to Ruver

I Before streets needed paving. more mill be insirucied to purchase tion of the resolution which
¢ FrackBn schools were needed. But Dr. immediately 2 6inch pipe to Mayor Priest broke by voting
mayor in Barnes said that the city must go from East p street for the resolution. Thus the
be ready to assist mam ar- . 3 > siruggle continved to get wa-

ers who wished to locate == to the rolling mill while
Decatur and that this w= w=rimemt seemed to be build-
time to experiment. In
al the sentiment was
waterworks at the river
Twenty days later, at a2 meet-
ing of the City Council on
Feb. 6, 1871, Alderman Forst-
meyer introduced a resolution
that the committee appointed
to furnish water to the rolling

Lﬁm - -
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e Park located between Mueller Park and J asper Street.

5

| Place fo Go in

Decatur and Sangamon

Riverside Park Was

By OTTO R, KYLE

In addition to swimming
holes and picnic spots on the
river, the biggest amusement
venture was Riverside park
established about 1890 on fifty
acres fronting on the river di-
rectly south of fthe city and
west of the present Jasper
street. It was part of a real
estate development by W. H.
Starr and Isaac R Mills who
platted Riverside addition to
Decatur. The Decatur Electric
Railway company leased land
along the river on which
amusement. facilities were
built.

The Riverside Boat company
had fifty boats on the river.
Three small steamboats oper-
ated at various times There

1890

Many celebrations were held
there and in general it was a
great outing place with  the
street car line hauling most of
the people to and from the
park.

As other parks were devel-
oped, especially  Fairview
park, Riverside park populari-
ty dwindled. It was offered to
the city but Nelson park prop-
erty was purchased instead

Motor boating, sail boats
and such craft did ool ap
until Lake Decalur =3 :
ed but there simass we=e

.
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ol Dheod., Quire 15, 166

= Suley csmpany start-
m of a dam in

e CL&W., (now B&O) and
e Wabash bridges. The land
1o be covered would be need-
ed for the larger lake project
snder consideration.

The Staley dam was put into
wse in August, 1920, and the
Staley pumping plant could
supply up. to three million
gallons daily, relieving the

Decatur plant, In August, 1921, -

3 gate in the Staley dam was
opened to give a big-
ger water supply. The Staley
dam remained while the Lake
Decatur dam was under con-
struction, acting as a safety
valve to control the water lev-

el at the construction site

and was removed in Febru
ary, 1922 :
Tomorrow: Lake Decatur.

of 8 acres betw"em'




=tur and Sangamon

“ifizens Aided City
¥ith Lake Fmancmg

3 water were to be put into 8
sory of the fund for expenses of operatmg
cwet is jp e plant, waterworks upkeep,
simg copsal- DAY 7 per cent dividends on
sod gon Lhe one million dollars of pre-
2 e ferred stock and buy in that
vered a Stock. All this was carried out
3 S 4 's..: and eventually the Water Sup-
- ply Co., was liquidated giving s 55 o ; :
the city complete control. ; ; i S5

The contract for building the T :
dam was let May 21, 1920, to

3

b - -

- ~:a»:..

Coes,
=<
=

TES

-
E

PERERIL AR

UR RN T AT

P

T'J; .*: _

v



.

|

Uiigrae.- &
- SNSRI
-——
DR A
p—rs

sm and Teservoir
wstors and repre-
= Comgress as well
“cials have been
3 Smes in advanc-

L]

purpose of the

= @ provide for an

= of water and re-

= damage from flood

& minimum from

dam to the [llinois

“ood damage in

alley In 1943 was

# $® million and

= feod damage at

» with the damge in

gamge River Dbasin,
: zxogally.

= sbout the project:

smated ocost: $50

w2 Decatur paying

sver a period of

wea above proj
=~z miles

we 4000 feet long
ug> and made of
cerete

om of dam to start
=xi completed by

=mrol pool will
&v of 132,000 acre
= (& acre foot

soply pool. will

"~ the Future Hold for Old Stream? =

More than ten thousand
acres will be needed for the
water supply pool and flood
control reservoir.

There will be park and rec-
reational areas, access roads
and other features.

The state is planning to take
part in the park and recrea-
tional features including fish
and wildlife,

Research Notes on Sangamon

It was from research notes
such as the following from The
Decatur Republican that some

of the “Decatur and the San-
gamon River” series was com-
piled.—Otto R. Kyle.

April 2, 1868—"‘A Convenient
and substantial platform has
been placed around the public
pump in the center of the Old
Square.” (Lincoln Square)

May 7, 1868—"The Sanga-
mon River has overflown its
banks and the bottoms are in-
undated for miles ‘around.
There are many contradictory
re] (as well as other
things) afloat. Some people say
the river is higher now than
during the famous flood of 1858
while others, on the contrary,
aver that the Sangamon was
as high last year. Be that as
it may, serious fears are em-
tertained for the county and

Sedimentation of Lake De-
catur will be considerably re-
duced with the creation of the
reservoir.

It will take 30 days to empty
the flood water pool to the
level of the water supply pool.

Such is the future of
Sangamon River valley and
the river.

— The End —

railroad  bridges—the former
secured by ropes yesterday
evening. As we go to press 14
is raining with no sign of ces-
sation so that we just as well
be prepared for a high old
time.”

September 16, 1869—*‘Work is
progressing rapidly on the new
railroad bridge across the San-
gamon. The trestle work is all
completed on this side of the
river and the stone work of the
bridge is going forward finely.
One aboutment is nearly com-
pleted and coffer dams are be-
ing built preparatory to begin-
ning work on the piers.” (Rail-
road to St. Louis)

December 300, 1868 — “A
steamboat 65 feet in length is
being built at Beardstown
which, when completed will
ply the Sangamen river for the
purpose of bringlmg o= D=

Ocisco

SANGAMON RIVER

OCAKLEY
RESERVOIR

SITE
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208 IS TORY OF MACON COHNTY WATER BUPPLY FUL]
u.:,;..;f prallome *..A_::, Ahey e st e hese poimps endsed the posnded Decator need never fenr noshortage of water. Vhe |
daly o city to 7,000,000 pa ) cont ool the bmprovenents was more i ,__;._.mx..;x. ; N
_ TCwin nol Tong A win erected at i cost ol $725.0000 1 e Jength of the apil)
until the need of g wity B0 Teet mnd the totad Tength ol the dam b 1900 feet 11 fn ..“::.
more ._2_:.:_ er , to hold water at a 61O Toot Tevel above sea, and the addin Vool Hash
plant was Telt, and , boards will raise the level to 012 feet, witer fevel hof ,_:‘ t
in the year 1594 creation of the Take was 595 feet, o
contract was :.:_;c ; FCwas necessary to purchase 1,000 of B it o0 s foot level
for a Warren ,_A_:E, for the lake. The land cost $599,000. Other expenses b connec on
made by 28\ F:‘_:.- g with the projeet were $109.558 for cleaving the Lind, S 150,000 for
Umﬁm:& Manufac- , roads and bridges, and $128,000 for riprapping. At (he (1
turing company of ! development the county bridge was raised 14 feet, privi ot
Boston. This and i of 15 feet above the lake level. A _
other additions cost : The dam itself was financed by the city, hut the rest of
T %mo..wm%@@om-eoo . MMMH taken care of _VM .ﬂrm Decatur Water m.:EVJ\ (
. . on of Decatur citizens formed to provide $1,000,000 4 i
new pumping station was erected at a cost of $225,000 and a 6,000,000 ' the company in five days was oversubscribed to $1,200.000
gallon pump put into operation. .
In 1910 a new light plant was erected at a cost of $110,000, the
city having installed a light plant about 25 ycars before. A new dam
also was built that year.
The city voted March 28, 1913, for a $135,000 bond issue to erect 5
a new filter plant, and the contract was given later to the New York i

Continental Jewel Tiltration company. The contract price was
$129,899.
CREATE LAKE

The next few years saw the biggest development in the story of
the water supply for De-
catur—the water im-
pounding project which
included the building of a
dam and  creation of a
like, This lake, called
ke Decatur, fourteen
nitles tong and from one-
hall ton mile wide, con-
tidnn enonph water to
Loy Decatur supphied for
P vemi s withoot o drop
pf padie Flght bithon pal
s ol water we

B I v Al
od sy e .&.\ ) Apfrphr‘. adogude LW»LWKW_‘W\
i " 1
..\\___.. _..a‘~_‘.._:“t~m\.. x\.:_ XJ..{;.\\: \\n...m.._ )
It

ONE VIEW OF LAKE




WATERWORKS AND DAM IN 1923

WATER BN i

le, the ineome from Y willel

" awilerworls plant, in iy
tor retlre mlink
the mtock will

On _:.._1___,; stock ol
Within sixteen years (i
have been reti

Soloorpng

[ o the oty

This project, under way for (hree
A five-day celebration marked ity co

Improvements and addi dat the waterworks
plant. In 1926 additions costing $143,680.02 were made 10 (he filte
house. This increased the capacity of the pl b
of water daily. Other recent improvement aowaler solle
chlorinator, and new carbonator plant.

Water mains cover the entire city, and the nu
meters in use in 1929 was 13,625. That year the aver
sumption of water was 7,000,000 gallons.

The name of Harry Ruthraufl was i
history for many years. He was employed
helper or calker of water pipe, then scrved as o dater an
water inspector and plumbing inspector. In 1911 he was elec (o]
of the city commissioners and was made head of (he
public property, which gave him oversight of the w
served in that capacity until 1927.

_,_,,_. IR UES]

P8, WA

5

ol wiler

“on

o June, |

! The first public well was authorized June 6, 1831, when the ¢ ty
James Johnson authority to dig a well in the town of Decatur on Block 2, w
a public well. Years later a well was dug in the middle of the old square 7

1 for
old wooden pump stood there, with a tin cup chained to it. This old well way
time the transfer house was built.

® At the time of the mass meeting of citizens in 1871 there was 5

building of a waterworks plant. Franklin Priest, mayor, who was a fa
advice was not always followed, made the remark at that time: “T
should now begin to buy land for parks and sites for firchouses. Some
a high price for them, but now we can get land at the price of vacant
was talking about was included in the section bounded on the north by t
by Hilton street, on the south by Wood street, and on the w
objectors said: ‘“We've got a park now, Central park, but it is
rabbits.”
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Lecaonr, Dlimass. ® ednesday, May 5, 1976

New Reservoir
Added to Water
Supply Proposal
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S ou pinpointed the loca-
wom of ihe reservoir as being
==t = mile and a half south-
west of the Village of Long
Cr==k 2nd a half mile east of

it

recent estimates place
st of constructing the
r at about $6

lou said the more im-
£ projects would cost the

nout $4.000 to $5,000 in-

id that during times
is surplus water in
Decztur, the surplus
o= pumped to the reser-
e during droughts,
w0 occur about every

remain
Guillou
! provide
for
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Study Praised

SO e »J».

“Reasonable and interes
was the reaction today of Citv
Manager Leslie T. Allen 10
recommendations that a com-
bination of alternatives be in-
itiated to provide the city with
additional water to meet future
needs.

Decatur water supply con-
sultant John C. Guillou Tues-
day said he would recommend
construction of a reservoir near
the intersection of Big and

* Long creeks as the major long-

range project.

“We are looking for the most
financially  feasible  water
source and the one which
presents the fewest problems in
terms of operation and main-
tenance,” Allen said.

‘He noted the costs of imple-
menting the short-range pro-
jects — estlmated to be $4,000
to $5,000 — are “minimal when
you are talking about picking

up that much storage.”

The = short-range projects
would include installing
s o p histicated  instruments
upstream on the Sangamon
River, raising the level of Lake
Decatur, and pumping sedi-
ment out of the lake. ;

John W. Ziese, chairman of
the city’s Water Supply Ad-
visory Commlttee, said today
he is basically in agreement
with Guillow’s ferthcoming
recommendations.

“I am very pleased because
there are several things the ci-
tv can do almost immediately
at minimal cost,” he said.

He noted though he would

2 has estimated costs
mg the reservoir at
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g““W‘“ am B Sands” echoedithe

remark.

1 certainly am satisfied that
Mr. Guillou has explored all
rezsonable alternatives,”
Sands said.

Z= nai=d he was not surpris-
ed z: :he recommendations,
feeling 21! zlong that the com-
binziion of zllernatives was the
most ostettective.

“Toere 2r= 2 number of
things w= czn 4o 21 a relatively

small cost.” be =i

The cmmmities’s recom-
mendations w1 D& =0l D ear-
ly Jume io the Giy Cowmc
which will mske e _.al

decision on an ad&tenz] waler
supply for the ey




THE DECATUR REVIEW
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