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DECAIIJR--IIAER A$D EIE SAr\cilor

BRIDGES -- IE tte early days of Decatur there vere Eo bridges over r\e gangarrrq.
SEreass *od rivers Bere crossed by fordiag, sometiaes yi&, disa;ffiqrs restai.ts. EEr-
soo's Ford, Cot Ford aad others served for lrears ia Hacoa Co"ra'ry. At l"east th:'ee of
the bridges built were covered. Oce ras the so-called Ccq,EE Sri.cEe et une si.Le of
the preseat Lake Decatur dara; aaother tras Reals bridge, mrtb cf lec.auur; d, th.e
other eas at the coI,, Ford, d$rnstreas frm the preseat stE"teI knngE.

+VIGATI0N 0N TtE .RMR--In the spriag af 1844 aa efforc $as rm€ce ,S Dcce"h't ,ll{
Ilacon Couuty tren to aavigate the Sangarcn or pursue lts possi.bili,tX.es. & ccr@.t"Y
i:.ad been in existence foi 15 years, *a the elosest uartLts fer;recrce ffire SprL!,g-
fieX.d' St. Louis and Chicago, O:<ea hauled produce over ruEtsi Br*"ryJr hrai-ts, # a
:aster, easLer Bethod was ieeded, rhe state tegislahlre bad deckred, cbe sryrca
r::otgable; tro$ it was up to the nen to Eake it so.

Uacon Cotmty men had looked at the Sangarcn and belle?ed rli.,t eC i'iif;r E,E€E tirtr
rcaLs eould reach the llltiloLs RLver and then the HlssissippL rith deij.meu;,r cf pro-
iisce at st. I.otris and other cities al.ong the way to N€i. orleeas. D s€iE cftF tEst,
i ftr'at boat 16 x 54 feet wae bulLt tn tf,e sprin! of !8t+4, ia kpes i,c mc.ld, be Ebe
iE]rt of keel aad flat boat navigatioa. 1rrl Uoit rras loaded ri.tb, 35 tc,as of ?rodoce
=.l'r drelr 26 inches of roatef. At the time she was pr,t afloeg tfue rj.renr l:rlei ]- fe€t
:i tetng bank fuLl. At the ni11 dams at this time'Z Llz tD 4 fe€r of mtm as5 g6ing
l**:,. 3y light'euirrg, the boats could pass over ghs d.antc ri.t& safety. f,rFr':i'' lfi.tLi.e:
IEa (Bbea) ras in cJmand as the flat boat left Decatur. &e nee, Bridg" L m oi'o
:It1r ?resqt @rial eo thLs man. In the neighborhcod of Long Point, sootb of, Xi€o-g: i- S-"tgema and Christian Counties, they eacouotered drifts purt probleus. Trc ffir
mBs€ :sEs rere t}ot reccrded, helped clear- the chrrmel mugh for the ffsg tDet tc
gE:- :rro'.rgl. Ere 1olr water haryerla @vqtren!, ard near Ebe juaction rit.b tbe south
SrsL :i rl€ sa'nBenoa l-a sangam; County, it was decided advisable to tie rrp lnEilE:E ilEE''3 xas in the river. Sooa heavy rains caoe and with the banks oearly firll ubr
me': pttce*d€d vith *E'se and 

"uf"ty. d:e records are aot clear as to ebere Lapaf:res' :illEo'sd- of, his produce, but he had Eested the Sangrrsron in both 1ow ard UilU ra-:3:* -r i-{r"op,rnisn- r*trr irifts renoved, navigatioa sas possible even ia lon rrater.
& ffitta,e sas formed to cleatr the*drifts from the river, Ih€ work lras dlvi-

Y F* s€ctrloas begi*niag ut tt" northern Line of the county to ehe westenr ljruitse5 !""* e3!tE:r. s,i.tht" @ reports fLve rnore boats were builtE trssry ;re*scs ,Eo NeI, orteaas, The boate were loaded wlth "corn and hogs. &ey got

= 
3-u iag Pci,.ut and tied up for tJre winter to await high water the next springr- !$r*f" 5. t-'p s:rirgr-loads on'epo boats uere transf,erred to the other threl,rEet3E m' r{-e' lrys oai one rdth ;'i":-. fi g*nra"to*r, the 1oads lr€re too 1ig5r forr-'-e elEEerE' -'nr _n::res. A large quantity of bran was bought and take[ aboard for!ii:*3. f,r :f *Ls boats rr"it irr*ugh t9 uerr orleans, ind one stopped at Natcbez.

i-'?*"o*to* :f :*rp*e 3@:ts uere John ganfs, i.i. Braden, and ltrosea Armstrong" Armstrocg,:c 3e.gr=rm,, $soEd ci"ar hls boat to !,grses Spencer. Ihis rqas the end of tf,e Deea-ffi e-!d ilEea,lt !D'e.qr aifort to aarrigate the Sangimon.
fig'I5--k's6nr !c a sm,ggling youfB willa[e in 1829 depended on private wells forfT ry*T uroryry!.y. rt m"s lclt u3ti1 June el re:f that tire eounty comissioners auth-
?.frA ro* i{d'ing e5 

-e 
p'u;ali.c *eII. -.l"re" .lohnson lsas to dfg it on the west half of

P:_9, tPc&-1;.h E:t3E'-st coTner-of Lincoln square along Merchant street ar EastHatn)' A -Ll' f!:,eliy *ee d-; :i.: th.a::,idd1e of :the.squarein{ a wooden prmp broughttP water for &se rl:r cErcc, bc:;se tbe ti.n cyp c,heiqea'io ttr,i pr$lp. q*rln irre firsttan^sfer h,!€ nes lurii!.t, rj,a mp-],!. ri:s filLed: s' e 
*

r l{hLle Dec^:r-lr Cegd,Ec ce' ?rt?eEe uells*for vate*-and suffered several bad fires,
:"1^Y;:: '-:tt:-a .= r:r:: ! r-: ! : :: , :. .---:-.' j;, ?re firdt was built in LE32 b1; i.

iiE), &tltar .""1 Uhiteli. These dao,s'sere-for.racer p{r}?rfog saw nta,. 'nr grti. dll.o: rrne 
"iii; ,ld;""."d i-u tber_erca.

')L---,.,



;..15!.:-?I-Y--Dccatur did not go to Ehc Sengarbn River for a water supply for i.ts
:::::::i, :--nufacturers, and fire prct,ecEion until 1871. This was 42 yeats afEer
::=',":ii:,g: was established. the city of 51000 r.ras forced to take action when;
::li:-rg =i11 was estabLished in Deectur t,o nake railroad iron rai1s. To secure tira
: -::t the Decatur City Councll pronised to provide a Locetion of Een acres and sui-
::cient water for manufacturing pur.poses. Frenklin Priest, one of Decaturrs nost
::=rgetic boosters, had considerable influence in getElng the Cleveload Rolling i'lil!.
::=any in DeeaLur. In the sucner of 1870, Ehe City Council lecsed ground fron
3:lcert }toweLl near East Wood and Bro:dr.ray in whst was inown as Hollellts llollow. I:-
july :nd August a lrell 10 feet square rnd 30 or 40 feet deep was dug, Eapping a
;ccC st,reaa of water. A Caneron pu:p',IiEh a capacity of 5001000 gallons a day vas
;urchased fron KuperLe and Cor:pany of SE. Louis at a cost of $1,460,

At a neeting on January 16, 18il I.T. Flagler, agent for the Holly Manufactur-
ing Conpany of lockport, Nes, York, ::.akers rnd insEallers of rvate:r'rorks plants, in-
dicat€d, after a survey, that about 1,8a,4,C,0C galLons a day would be needed for De'
catur. 0f this supply, the roLling :iJ-l vcuLd need L/3 to LlZ the ar:ount. Flagler
said that at a cost of $1001000 fcr r:cnin;ry, buiLding, four niles of supply pipe
:nd 45 fire hydrants, he couLd guarantc. suificienE pressure to force a strean of
'rat,er through a one-inch pipe to a height cf 100 feet. The annual upkeep would be
551000 a year. At a City Council neeting Febru:ry 6, 1-871, a tesolution was passed
to purchase a 6-lnch pipe to go froi: E:sE }I:i:r Streee through Broadway to Cerro
Gordo Street and fron there a four-inch pip€ to the roLLlng nill and to provide
grounds for the placing of a teuporlry engine :nC wel1 as resenroir to suppLy ltater
for the pipes,
'JATERI.IORIG--AfEer nany neetings and discussicn, six acres were purchased for $3'000
frci-FeEEicord and Burrot*s for the waleR'crks. The land was known as the Priest Dis.
)istillery property irmediately east of rhe lllincis CenErcl and north of the river
:ridge. 0n June L9 a contract was awardei Ec Eha Dcdson, Holnes and Conpany to
:uild the new waterworks aE a cost of $34,937. The prrps were guaranteed Eo deliver
:ne biLlion gallons of wat,er a day, ilsc thr;e stre:Ds of r+ater 100 feet high at
'.::e Old Square. A L2-inch nain was to run fror the w:teruorks to Old Square, a dis-
:rnce of one nile.

On llareh 4, L872, wiEh no planned cbservance, the punps were tested by forcing
'r':ter through the r.rile-long naln to the Old (Lincoln) Square. ltre Decatur Republic::
cf March 7, tf,fZ reported the event! trli.sE llondal'evening the fire bell cor.nrenccd
ringingr ard the people rushed out only to find that the alaru wes given for the
Purpose of calling out the citizens to witncss a Erial of the Hclly Wate:*rorks.
iicses were atEached to three fire plugs--one 3t Linn and Scruggs corrter (2-4 Mer-
:hanE StreeE), one at the SE. Nicholas Hotcl, and one on Inbodenrs corner aE Scut.-.
].,:in and i{ood streets. A high vind was blowing, but the exhibition was very s:::: -

::ctory. Three sereans were thrown at Ehe sai.ie tine, each one of which relche; :::
;eycnd Ehe tops of the hlghest houses. This was only half of its capebilitl" l:::'
:ur -H-as now using the Sanganon River for its water supply.

IrlE I{i.RIESTING--fne Sanganon River provided ice for Deeatur fror: Ehe 1E5Cs ::.:
:: ssitly e:rlier to the early l-900s. Harvesting ice was done by sccres :: :-=: '--'-
:.:ci.'sbei;rgcutbybighandsawsandstoredinsawdustinicehcuses.:.
.i.:::Ei us;d, t,r puE up frorr 71000 to 101000 tons of ice each winEer, usir.; :. :

-- I .-=: :E. h:rr,-esting tine. River ice still was being cut in the e:r1..- -:, , - "

:---::. -r::iicirl ic; w:s being nrde ind sold in Decatur in 1890 b;,'cr=:=:-:-: --
-:: --.: j::r:?e C::p,rny , 202-20/+ N. Broadwry. The MaffitE ice }::use ';:-. :: :" "

:::: :: ::'-:.. ',.:s:er St,ree E. In the 1870s?hilip Klohr r^lrs in tha ic= : -::- - : ,

.f



ts.iver iee.

SEIiERS--Hhile Decatur was getting c. s..ter supply fron the Saagarcn Biverabove the
city dm, it was polluLing the rirrer rritfo rav sevage nat far below the dan. In the
early serrea systen there were so:re cpen Ciccbes south of East Wood Street to the
river, but eventually the sersers Eere cccti-ntr€d by the shortest route to the river.
It was a practice followed by ell cities ia tha natioa that had streans to carry
salage attay, hoping that by dilutica cod sumshine the lrater would be purified as it
::oved dsmstreaa,

EventualLy for Decatur, due tc the sl.c$ fLcrf,ing Sanganon and dry periods, there
rere suits for danages brought by stock rgisers *-hc charged the polluted water ki11ed
chair cattle. State authorities tock a.tice d rnrr:ed che eity about polluting the
river. Talk of a sewer systsen for the cig st:rtad e:s!.y ia 1880but it rsas aot un-
ti.l 18BB that an ordi.nance was passed f,cr ti"e Unisa SEr€et serrer. The sewer vas
iuilt but ended Just below Deeatur. Ilre Bre=d,nri7 se'$€t eoded scuth cf ltrcod SEreet.
Scth nere later extended to the river. By tbe turc, :f tl* cefiErJrT prctests Bere
being r:ade about the river, aad by 19IJI the ccmditrimn cf tle ri.rrer rns such tstreE
rhe public denanded there be a radical ccrrectice.

In 1917 the Sanitary Dlstrlct of Decatur Es cE€€ted e.'Yr xes tr ir*'luCe 2L'L2A
'ctres. By 1924 there aras an interceptar ss3;rer, Fr::rying steti.co.s, ad 3. tree@t
;12:lt. Decatur was on its way to handle the ciryts sm,ge and inprc're tbe eouditica
:i ehe Saagarron River.
g ST&LEY QCI,IPAI'IY AND TIIE DAM--With a lr.*tenrcrks in operatioa i.n Harch 1872, the
alEy C riziag nev rrater r:aios to all seetioas cf tbe city
:s residents asked for city water. Hhea the river uas hi-gh, the rrater was often too

=u:Cy to use. A reservoir was needed, but it tras oct until 1874 Chat cae ves built.
Ir lr:s 100 feet long, L0 feet wide, aad 5 feet deep to a bed of gravel through strich
E-]. 'r:ter seeped to provide a clean sater supply. Ia 1877 it was enlarged to 50O
iaet in leagth. Lt vas recogaized a bigger rese!:I/e supply of water sas aeeded, snd
i-a [btcber, 1B7B a dar: was buitt below the lllinois CenEra]. Railroad bridge to create
: s;:11 lake. The dan raised the river 4 Llz feet. It was not until 1910 that a
nerl d,:r, ras needed to r.reet the steadily increasing dearand fron resldents and industry

Just as the cordng of the rolling crill to Decatur in L870 forced the city to
est:bLish e vateffiorks, the sale of the Wellington Starch Co. to Augustus E. Staley
:i 3:it;-cre in 1909 was in 10 years to foree Decatur to provide a lake of eight
::l"il:: g:!.lcas of water to neet industrial. denand. In Ehe neantine, the St,aley
;-:r: r.:e-*eC ECre lrater i-rediately. Construction of a glucose plant by the Staley
qnrT*rzElltri.n€ C+i+erxy ereated the need for the Larger \f,ater supply. fhe conpaay l{as
sssa*d :f ::n zdequate supply, but the need was irrrediate.

"i&:-la sur.ne5's riere np-de, engiaeers consulted, various plans discussed, and a
f5 l :msie+-r ::de f:r a big sater ir:pounding project, the Staley Conpany proposed
I :i:@:::'rf := b: c.*^":aeEruct,ed vhere the present Staley Bridge crosses Lake Deeatur.
5E i::l:.:y 3:ry:mry st:rtei cca.stnrction of a dan in septenbet, L9L9. ltre daB was
:i*- 3::- -* L*:- -r,ELs, :,1 5 j':et se=. Level , 10 feel higher than the city dam; toEal cosL
53;I ,,:tXtI . l: tr:.s €g:.i-,+Ca{ tbe Ca- rrsuld creaie a lake of 600 acres befween the
C.:. ! m. "mm I. e l.) "r'd i*:'r"sh Bridges. Itre Stsaley dnn nras put Lnlo use in
A!aE$: " :i'I: -



&e d:c, bad ecst $7251000; laad $599,C00; clearing $109,558; roads and brldges
$4501000; rlprap $1281000; a total cf $210111558. A totcl cf 51400 acles of land
to the 525-fcot level had beea acqui.re<l. S:e lake was L4 niles lcng aad a helf-nile
wide rrith an estir-rted capacity of eight billion gallons cf rrater.

:rEicle is a sunnary cf lrticles wriEten ::"
Jec.rtur Heral.d frcn May 30 tc June li, 1;a:, i ruch rcre detailed

il-Lustr:tio'as,re::l f rcn the original arEicles , inc ru:::--- :::.'''



d'- 'r* L^-1 ccsE $725r000; lanj 5599,COC; clearing $109,553; rcads and bridgesIrlg --* ir--

$4501000; ri:r:p $1281000; a Eotrl cf g2,C11,558. A Ectcl:f 5,400 ecres of land
to the 525-=:cc level had been acquire.J. I:e lake was 14 niles lcng end a helf-nile
wide rrit:. .:. e,cEi-ac.ted capacity of cigi:i billicn galLons:i r.r'ter,

Th; :D:ve :.rticle is a sunnary of articles writEen by OtEc R. Kyle, which
appe:re- !:: ine pgatqr_Uglgtg frcn Hay 30 to June 17, L956. ; ::uch ncre detaiLed
:cc:unt =::.'rG re:C frcn the original articles, includin3::ny illustretions.
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i.{any Alternatives Still Must Be Considered
I ,l:il:c,u. 

1 do any good," Guillou said.
But that is iooking at Big

s : - 
'-'. - ti'ater suppiy source. Guiilou

'::.: added Big Creek could Prove

,1.:r.ir Creek alone as an additional

. , ::.: added tslg ureeK couio prove
r-: r ': - feasible if used in conjunction- ..: -. . ' lgd)ruls fl NEU

* -.:. :.: -.- rlith another alternative, such
as raising the level of Lake

r.::al Decaiur.

"There is a chance ihe citY
could pump rvater from Lake
Decatur into Big Creek, using it
a. a holding structure." Guillou

'-.: ' Th.ei the citi' could use
'. 1'. ',rater in time t.if

:: - *:a'!.
l,.s 's a possibilitt still to

:=, ...: a,." he added.-::.: :)e:alur dredgmg has

l-:.', t.l;:::lneCi l-l'Om t\10

a
'l
'=

I

John C. Gu'1le.

.i.':., "_

-.1 -'': -:::: -. 'l'aSCUle
a - :: - -l : -"=';:;: dan-i

--,- -:-:: -: ..= .="e] tO 615

:: ::,-_ : ::: -:_ :- lhef' ai'e
:-::: . : :-l--l--iI tO OniV

- ---:-- .l

I -:: - -'- - Ea it ri.
I . - .: -: )ecaiur oti.ns

:'.: . :.' ieiernined is the

-.-.: -- i:ingrng u'ater frotn the
,.:-- -eid io Lake Decatur via
::-.ro.;ne or b}' PumPing it-,into
l::ienCs Creek and letting ii
ilolr dorm to the lake.

The latter course tlould t'
quire Decatur control of r:'a:=:
rr ithdrawal rights alor:=

, streambed. If this control ';= ''
; not maintained. ar":rotte : :

the way could puup '.ia:.: ' -.
of the stream. Gu:.. : s,.:





5ew Reservoir
Added to \Yater
Su,ppll- Proposal

-:-: --- saic the more im-
* a:.2'.. ::t jecls $'ould cost the
. ::":,:: .i.{ 000 to Si,000 in-

.
: - - .aa- nrr-inq timeS

-:- --. : -s sLrplus $'ater in
-.: : . q:::-: :le SUtplUS
ii'- : :r :*:::ti io ihe reser-

' :': --:a ::::ng iroughts,
_ -- -_-..- .i^,,f- :: _ _' "u:u'€\'€fV

I i:-l
:-- : - :':= '.-:t: lerel in

:'erain

-: ...ie
: ': .'.' --: :Of

.i

llI,

1r l|lli1t,lilll

ililLlilli lllllllllllllLlllr llUilLl lllllllli

,'ilffliNllt ilili lrllLlli

il ilililtI ',,',rr#rNlli illti|tfli tllttti llllll. , I lr

Nrrltttmt *,,llllmt ltrllfmmll]llr,"" ,it,l'. 'il

lmmuttliuttl''

' ttfltr":li,umfililit,i' -.llllltfltti rr'r or,r"

lillllllllillLllfiliilLll illnll I ill]illilnfl'llllifiL]iLlii'Jrr ""llll , rill

lffffitLt rl ,]lltrili liitilll )llruxlLlruoi r,nrr 'l

illlilfi xufl lltxltfl llltitlll ii

-,..* ::. - - lr-,. f. --;.,;3r'. llar 5, 1976

Stud..y Pr$sed'';7i'
,,Reasonable Efiljil*es:ir;'--{1[iam B. Sands echoed the

was the reaetion todat oi Ci:'. :enark.
Manager kslie T. .{i:er i,' ' i c-ertaini1".am satisfied.that
reeomlnendations that a q:':i--- l": G::lllou has explored all
bination of altrnatives ix ::- : : a s':' iabIe alternatives,"
itiated to provide the cit'.' i:.: S';-.:s:a':
aaaltionat'water to meet iut.:re ::-: :':'::1 re 

"!as 
not surpris-

needS. .: :. ',:-+ :e':ommendatiOnS,

Deca'tur water suppll' cor. ::* -:; a ' :":rg ihat the com-

sultant John C. Guiilbri Tues- b-:-::--: : ='-:::a:ises was the

dav said tre would recommend ;:-::::'-o +':::: ":
eofistruction of a reservoir near ' l:-*:: a:: : number of

the intersection of Big and ii-r;-=;: r-- :t 1" a relatively
Long ereeks as the major long- sn.a-' r:s: :i !': :
rangeproject. l:.t "---'--: :::-::'-

"We are looking for the most me:la:--r- ;- :4 i=': -:' ear'
tinanciatty feaiille r-aler 1i' ,i;-e : - ::c -':- -:'-:'::l'
souice dna the one which ''rilct r* :-: r: ..1r - .J
presents the fewest problems iit decui':': ': :. :: i::-'-: - - ' :::l
ierms of operation and main-. suppil'tc'r i:€ 

'li-'
tenanc€," Allen said'

He noted th€ costs of imPle-
menting the short-range Pr.r
jects -- estimated 1o be $4.000

io $5,000 - are "minimal when
you are talking about Picking
un that much storage."^The short-range Projects
would include in st all i n g
sophisticated instruments
upstream on the Sangamon
River. raising the level of Lake
Decatur, and PumPing sedi-
ment out of the lake.

John W. Ziese, chairman of
the city's Water SuPPly Ad-
visory Committee, said todaY
he is basically in agreement
with Guillou's forthcoming
recommendations.

"I am very Pleased because
there are several things the ci-
tl can do almost immediatelY
a: minimal cost," he said.

He noted. though, he rvould
:rs::l.e comment on the reser'
' : :r::iI he sees a cost

.-.-. ,-: has estimated costs
' . r::-:i:ilg the reservoir at

:', -' l: ::-:,-t,tn.
i- !: :::.e citr' "has been

i : ::. :arte ,:'i s4

- - 9::.,-,,r" icr an

rl

iinrm:iiiiitr

'rt it:li,l]llllt

I llllll ill I llf

tuil' l"l "''

flltIIrLrllllll'

t"

rllilillltilli''r iLr )l

,ilruuuryguutltt

T!iti6fi1!1."',1 iifl

lffitflr]lnlillf' lt]flilllllli

*r,ltil]ittlfl 
'ilrl$ttltlltlttlLlillllilLt

-. :l 
iil*|lulllrluflfll,

.l,l*t llllllllll"*lllllllllllllilll i

tilml]ru#,iilLiillt ;' . rlrliivr

W 1i.,,.,.1$ il,I!,rL ",nuuldlllruil .iiliiiLlll, .lllllll

lprglmt,fltilil111tf1,1, 1[ruifiill1lr',rilttitl' ml.,,rrnmmt

ur :ttmuriitmnmm il iillllllllllllllllll.i

mrp'

- tuomn|.l.rr.ttttt.trum .JlLl0i'r'?lil',l,r,' ..

i& :lffli' ixllll!ff|lli., if illllffill[l'' 'llrlIlll]Lir

mlflmtleull rr l rtL rrufiltrltlnumuruulltmili lu

-. .$ll,|]r-.J1ruilm,: "ill|nlrlllnlilfilMlll'"

;,lfllflMfrlr 'lllll"lllmlllilllffilll I rfilllllllfilllllll]lll :t

l.",Lilum ffinnlllttlittllmrmn ilullllLl lllr llllttrtt' ltlulLllllL,

iur li Bltlmmr,'nmm: l]lllxt flmnm llXtltni
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