:e:;s er of 0ld Buildings
M=conm County Historical Coordinating Council

st Locu$¥ (also given as 1160 East Locus-

st corner, Jasper and Locust
esc
g

2521 description:
Carver’s Addition
(Zxc 3t.) 575' Lts, 19 & 20 Blk 6

-2 of original construction: 1912 (See news item)

Nz== of original owner: City of Decatur

1. Data from available city directories:
Not listed in the 1911 city directory
1912-1915 unavailable
1916-1963 listed as #4 Firehouse, 1174 E, Locust
1964-1965 unlisted - = - - -
(May have been included as part of 1160 E, Locust, 3rd
United Brethren Church, later 3rd United Methodlct Church,
1974~ Third United Methodist (Rummage Room)

2, Data from Decatur Township assessor's office:
Legal description available
Size of lot 69' x 75°'
Since this property has always been non-taxable, no other
information is given,

3. History - Brad Cantrell describes the structure as follows:
a., Number 4 Firehouse is distinctively Chicagoan in design.
Its long overhanging eaves supported by brackets, stirip
window effect in the second story and lowness 2d4d to its
Chicagoan appearance, The firehouse is very functionzl in
design, but at the same time very charming.

b. Clippings from Decatur newspapers, as follows:

(1) Review, June 5, 1910, p. 18, Chief Decore Asks “or
Automobile Fire Wagons,

(2) Review, Dec, 1, 1012, Decatur Fire Department Is ¥oi-
ernized Swiftly,

(3) Herald-Review, March 6, 1938, Fire Fightin' Horses
Live in Legenis of the "0ld Days"

(4) Review, Septemoer 7, 1943, Remember How Firewas
Ran on Prairie Avenue? In

(5) January &, 1942, Decatur Fire Engine/Service at 50

rr=sent owner: Third United Methodis+ Church.
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w& Fires in Decatur -

éwvmmr ?Emrw house, Nov. 21, 1890 .........$ 44,000
Union Elevator, Nov. 21, 1890 ............... 100,000
Furniture factory, Nov. 19, 1891 ............ 50,000
Decatur Lumber & Mfg. Co., Nov. 19, _mm_ o 12,00
Old Library block, Feb. 21, 1892 ............. 100,000
Old Smith opera house, Sept. 11, 1894 ........ 15,000
B. O. McReynolds, Feb. 9, 1895 ............. 10,000
P. Loeb building, March 15, 1895 ........... 75,000
Union Iron Works, Aug. €6, 1895 ............ 30,000

Powers opera house and Linn & Scruggs, Nov. 53,

1895 cuwsscsovmmpe swmssis smupnes v 1 swanss 220,000

Gebhart block, Feb. 29, 1896 .............. 60,000
N. A. Cruzan and Wabash avenue property,

April 12, 1896 . e e, 60,000
A\W%Ommonoar._ms _N _moo.......... . 35,000
Faries factory, Oct. 9, 1900 ................. 35,000
Shellabarger mill, Dec. 26, 1901 ............. 35,000
Mueller, Platt & Wheeland Co., Feb. i1, 1901.. 116,000

Decatur Gun Co., July 4, 1901, .o, ... 20,000
Charles T. .worsm.o: store, July 6, _oo_ ....... .. 21,000
Central Malleable Iron Works, Nov. 14, 1904. 35,000
Decatur and Arcade hotels, Nov. 17, 1904. ... .. 37,000
Decatur Cereal mill, June 8, 1909............. 265,000

Morehouse & Wells and other buildings, Aug. 22,

1909 ...... e
Mantel factory, Jan. 8, 191 _ -
‘Suffern-Hunt mill, Nov. 30, 1913........ L
Linn & Scruggs and Powers th i

April 7, 1914
Decatur and Arcade hotels, second fire, April

VOED s 5 5@ imn v oomimmmms o o s .. 180,000
vJ,:_<_: | ore, Oet, _. _C_.\, Ve e e
Leader | a4, Nov, 6, 1920,
Bowman Barn fire, FFeb, |3,
Shellabarger Ilevator Co.,
/x\wm.ﬁm—_ M_Z:.:f T.«.T. N?. 1924 ; i is 505 5 snws ° 8
Irwin Neisler, Dec. 25, 1925 .. ... T ki e 8
W. C. Starr garage........ o 15 I .
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Little About Decatur Firehouses
w o Remind Present Generation of

Days of Horses and Clumsy Steamers

Ve hsirg

“What SMm become of all the old

fire equipment that used to attract
great crowds to West Prairie street
on inspection day?”

Chief 8. T. Lowry blew smoke
from his pipe and allowed the main
events of his 35 years on the Deca-
tur fire department to pass through
the haze in review and admitted
that the question was hard to an-
swer.

Junk Old Equipment

“Probably ho one living,” he said,
“can say what has become of a lot
of it. Some of it was sold and much
of it was just worn out and junked
years ago.

“I know that No. 1, a thousand

. gallon steamer, was sold to Bryan,

Chio. The other steamer was sold
to some town in Ohio, I believe, but
I don’t remember just where. I sup-
pose that most of the old horse
equipmbnt, aftér it became obso-
lete and no longer useful was junk-
ed., Anyway it is all gone just as
all the fine horsea we used to have.
They belong to the past and have

&Zone _::% to dugt. .
““Motors Unrelinblo W

“Now there was the chlef’s buggy
in which he used to ride to the fires
I wonder where that went? No one
knows. We used to have two 80-
gallon chemical engines, two straight/
hose wagons, one combination chem-!
ijcal and hose wagon and a os.m-.ﬁ
horse ladder truck. They are all
gone now, junked long ago, I guess.”.

The chief said that much of the’

first equipment bought at the time
of the transition from horse’ drawn

to motor propelled apparatus could
be accounted for. He talked inter-
estingly of the days of the first
feeble attempts to motorize when
many believed they would never be
able to depend upon a gasolnie
motor to throw water on a fire, “Too
darned uncertain. Apt o stop on
you right in the middle of a fire,”
people avowed.
Started Change in 1910

‘“It was in 1910,” he said, “that we
tock the first step. It was that
year we bought the chief’'s car. I
rcmember it well. It was a Rambler
roadster, special built. Then in 1911
the first truck was bought. It was
quite a success and another was
purchased in 1912. These first two
were combined chemical and hose
wagons. They were called combina-
tion wagons.

“The 1911 truck has been junked
but the 1912 engine -is at Engine
house No. 2 and will still run.

e 1912 ﬁ_o_‘a were three fire

r. Stations 1, 2 and
- for horses. In 1912 when
men s::o still unecertain na
*_not the motor truck
ay hose house No. 4
both _horses and truelo

Had Dally Run

Chief Lowry described the old days
of the horse drawn equipment as the
day of romance.

“People don’t get the thrill out of
a _fire run with present day equip-
ment they used to get 7 q the
horses went out. Thére isj e ro-
mance ahout horses. We hi prac-

tise run every cvening at 7 o'clock
and there was never an evening
when there was nbdbt a crowd of peo-
ple to see the horses leave the sta
tion.
Inspection Big Affair

“Then there was annual inspection
day. Once a year we were supposod
to take the horses 'and equipment
out for a run to be Inspected by the
mayor and the members of the city
council. The show was usually held
on West Prairie street or West. Wil-
liam street. The run would be made
from Pine strect to Church street,
The street would be so lined with
people that they had to be pushed
back to let the horsges pass. 1 won-
der what a piece of horse drawn fire
equipment would do in the traffic
we have today.”

The annual report of the fire chief
for 1910 showed that the department
had a chief, 31 men and 20 hornes,

‘The department now has 61 men in-

cluding the chief,
Use Mors Man Power
The 1010 report
mendnation that “a
ment” bhe bought, One of the greal
advantages Lha report 14 was Lhat
“drivers worp lmmaodiately available
an worlteva al fires and do { have
lo delay Lo blankel thelr horses nnd
find some one Lo 1 them before
they are of any aervice ns firemen.”
August 22 will be the 20th an
niversary of the Morchouse and
‘Wells flre, That year the fire loss
in Decntur was $770,619.66, the great-
est in the hlstory of Decatur up to
that time.
The report ending April 30, 192¢
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TR . use yet (weive horses have been dis~

wew: Sees s a8d No. 2 houkes have been disposed of

wat has the pressure furmished by the water-
soe fire * works pumping plant will be sufficient
P Jop fen leads of hose. If more wier
Secses rac- is Beeded the steamers will b¥ brought
z etrswing e ke requisition and the -meotor
e cPP= UBcks whose hese is already in sarvice
.  paSt will returp 19 the stations and take olit

= the stemmers, -

£pw £ . EFFICIENCY INCREASED

‘Ax will be seen frum this sehedule
only four automobile trucks are in

xy inBU- carded.  The steamer teams ai No, 1

w——twr T and the steamery when needed will be
—— pulied to fires by the motor . trucks
. . Under the present plan the steamers
will be seldom needed. Only in cases
of big fires will the department be un-

to cope with the situation with
the pressure ip the city maina. In the
business and manufacturing districts

It s not merely that motops have
iaken ihe place of heorses thus reliew-
. ———

Chief’s New Automobile.
the additions
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of this year. Chief Devore is sealted on the left
wry is in the driver's place. The other man is Jehn
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& Parties, Joy Rides, Baggage ang All Kinds o
| 9%-DECATUR CITY DIREC ORY-/9% 009
“ . - - _ _;,"1/5 ﬁmtt/ﬁw@) £
4 WWE—EAST | LOCUST—EAST
= ] Colfax and from From 1400 North gaxltr:ad Avenue east to
- 4Iave m

| (Take Condit Cars 1000 to 17900; Eldorado
| Cars for east of 1700)

1046 Mrs Hannah H Canaday
1104 Mrs Caroline Reich
1105 Edward T Fahay

1117 Theodore Shepperd*
Edward D Staley
Joseph H Banta .
Edward B Moore '
Edward H Falk*

Liston J Aitken

Eugene G Murphy
Samuel E Goodrich .

g;ire Deg%;tn;gpu Statiop !‘

arence E Brown ; =
Fred Sablotny* :
Marion A Pippin* . -
Samuel Thornton*
Quimby E Gregg
Wm E Imgrund
Fred Naguschefski*
John C Buckley*
Charles Clark**
Wm Bolz* '
Wm Dannewits
Vacant
21 Edward Buckleyv

327 Wm Stroveck*

1340 Lawrence E Parks
1341 Fred C Ballstaedt
1345 Henry P Sims

Bernard R Hengst

1353 Gustave Boehm*
1 1369 Vacant
old Jeschawitz*
Pryde*
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Fire j&r*wsw Horses ~---

f

" in most cases, mhw,a, horses were first taugh
' to leave their stalls at the tap of the goug,

_be off as the collar snapped. .« :

& uwnovon.?,?ogiyﬁ is almost unbelievable;

‘a matter of record.

uht alarm at old Number Two station on North Morgan strect

the stall chains have tripped and the horses have rushed to their

fone to hed with his boats on, for he is at the pole, ready to take the slid E

wsking the covers back in the left background. Bill Platt N

utiksio e firoman |
4 fe

end of the hose in 25 15 gec

and it is remarkable with what speed they
picked it up. Many. a horse -has been
trained in two weeks 'to ddsh from his stall
when the gong sounded and the chain atross
the front-of his stall dropped automatically. '+
He would. rush. to his station at the wagon’
‘tongue, duck s head under the collar, and

dolt and wan rolling
. At a tournanten
1 statlon, Lt

aﬁf@vm f

W

the '

f.nwm.,.un.onﬁ.ﬁ:r., which: horses ri_%.c

e Hornos, wers led to polnta ‘e
_vear' wheel of the: wagons
‘Glo* the horses “would - dash’ to
their “positions. and’ the hirney 1

'On several, ocedstons this’ hitch way made

" in Z.spcondu flat by stopwatch, time,

o

but the time of some of the old contests is

. ! W 2 o d
Capt. Sam Morthland, one-time veteran
and now at the Staley pumping plant, tells

‘of some of the old records. . . . . ¢ “Talk about speed in getting to- fires,”
“At No. 1 station one time we measured ' he.continued. “We'made a timed run from
the distance from the stalls to a fire plug  the No, 1 station at IMain and Church to
;on the corner. It was 137 feet. The bell the corner of Willlam and Konm&;. in.2 |
tapped, the horses went to thelr station#y  minutes and 40 seconds from'the tap of the '
the hitch was made, the wagon pulled to bell. ‘The n»‘omobile outfits can't beat that

the plug and we had water coming out the ' noo U ,
. very. much.” gy fiined en cund4 |

: ,‘O.E.u of Decatur’s worst fires. The ) . "

Arcade and Detdor Hotel foi--om where the Lincoln thealer 15 now, and
“April 21, 1915, The sepen story Ar-
_cade " building which sto

oy

ook wa vikhi

; j,a. \..N.RSS have been rouled 33, their beds
positions under the harness. George Bastob, since died,
Sy iy M EW:. present n?.n\.~§: hard to arouse, for
: RRrour : . ccaplath at Number Two station, is pulling 1l hile

3 ol n  foia ol 3 wo , 1em up while next
B onftiog T'he late Jim McKinley is next in the row while Jack Sheehy, whe, was killed in ihe

the Decatur Hotel next door bumed
that night with a loss of Iwo lives.
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polishing up the harness, o

m
O

he

Left, Billy Kuesick, ch

-

1

umoer

firemen
ipment,

of horse-drawn equ

on driver at old N
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Fire Chief C. W. Devore ﬂrileds?edahrs

—~ ‘ Soviet Churches | Decatur Yesterdays

— Spared Wrecking From the Files of the Herald & Review -
= - s %, 10 Years Ago—1958 A survey of Macon Cawsey
- For Putrlohsm ! Aifederal labor conciliator for teachers net :

Moscow (AP) | entered negotiations on Deca- With the county schooi sies
., Balldozers crashing through tur’s 13day-old bus strike as Was started at the regues
_~ “wmms io build 2 massive urban talks resumed for the first Of the state superintendes: o
“¥F resewal project carefully steer time in nearly a week. public instruction. -
_— srcand the small white Church, Lakeveiw Unit District  Duke, a handsome Germas .
“Tuoment of Smmeon Stolpnik. | school teachers are asking for  shepherd belengmg ; e
o= Wik i#s green Byzantine| Salary increases and a gradu- W. D. Hatfield = pumg - AT E=S
§ 755 domes and vaulf arches the ated salary schedule equal to - war. He will repes: =
~_ ™ 1™k century Russian Orthodox tbe one in the Decatur public ~Chicago Dogs for Defemse ==

=== of Buse. church has been spared destruc- | sc'Gh:zl m;:c P amination statice
r-:: m:“ 2 oue s s R ok tion has ‘soared duyrm}: 50 Years fgc -
= asto- I!se t:gsi?;’ﬁzcr?sper:;lothergvpam five dajs of the recent The ITS announces
w2 of  citory for Nikolai N Soboley,  "0ld spell e average smean :lw time cand
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