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. rN TrrE TTTENTTETH cENTURv f?r-t,."ltI
139 r . It is orre of the most open and vilorously articuiated of the l{olabird
ani Roche it.i:ns br virtue o{ the iound nroldings on t}re piers, which
.1,::.:rte a:-i: ,::o,. ii:eir al,nearan.e arrd errlilerr rll rrlrol. eleration. TIre
essential form of the original work of these prolific architects persists in three
commissions that came near the end of the Chicago movement. The Great
Lakes Building. on the southwest corner o{ Wackei Drive and Lake Street
(1912), a:ld the Crane Building (1912-13), 836 South Michigan Avenue,
rereal the familiar cellular pattem o{ the articulated wail. The Century
Buil_ding, oy the_ other hand, stands in marked contrast to the usual designs
of Holabird and Roche. Erected between 1914 and 1915 at the southwrest
corner of State and Adams streets, the sixteen-story Century is distinguished

!f tt ot elerations ihat present an extremely attenuated ve.iical pattern, pro-
duced bv continuo6-., closely ranked mullions sheathed in terra cotta.

ut
conthuerl hJ his son -Tohn until the death of Martin R 7. h_th"

r., established
inheritors of the commis-

t,, n(,rrrt. rrt L/lut4uu D uElt-\IluwIl J[y-

ily News, the Palmoiive. and the Board

ty-trvo nrajor buildings
labird and Roche lyere

- i -: : :: -:: :. =_ '.:l-:: : i,rr.ltula that brouglrt Holabird and Roche
: .-.' : :r'::_: _ -r. : r.-.r-:-r of good comntercial buildings. Some of

: . .: .: -"': -: -....-. ---.!1,-,-,.,1 nen rrhose designs were mostly o{ tran-. r :.::. - .t: : .:. :-.:r ,,.rs ancl irell-established figules rr-ho con-
: . -.-'- .::_ :, - ,l:-l:,::-.:lrlr-etteut. The original Hunter Build-

. - . .--: - - - 
.:., ..r. -1 . E,.,.:r,:,r:r. is the best of the"se isolated achieve-

: - - 1 . _1=r.rl:Lnsof theLibertyN,futualInsurance

_ . ,.: . - '. .-- I - ,. . The Lrese of the tivelve-story block
:-,r .: r _. -,.'l -.: '-,.-lr r,,hen the old gr.ound_flool storls l,ele

:- : - - : _::_ - t,ihefLrllar.eaof thebays,astheyare
. ,- - - _ .:.: -.:,-..:,,1e,iaheud."omeopenbase{orthe

' . : . :: :_ :- ,: .-, _.-.r. Drir-e south of n{adison Street t}rree
' - : :.:,' - : ,. --. -. :::tr:--' :- :.-.= :he:treet grade six feet to provide a!e-
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70. Palmolive Building. 192930. .- -lI
A r c lt i t e c t s : u o t o a i, i' or rt n""i. /.-'o z'4'+' /r"**
9[9 North Michigan (lm E)- ]Iap 2. - --,*J;nzd-*

One of the first skyscrapers in Chicago to adopt the simpli-
6ed verticai style, it contrasts rrith the Tribune t \o. 6? t and

others treated in historical sry--les. It achieves a livelv sil-

houette of rising masses by it' use of setbacks. A familiar
sight to Chicagoans is its Lindbergh Beacon- which serves as

a guide to airplanes.
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73. Illinois Institute of Technology L II_B
Campus. 1942-59.
Archilecls: Jlies tan der Rohe: Friedman, Alschuler
and Sincere: W\ppl: pace Associates.
South State. Sf=tf=t t" g;tft }lap a.

Aside from the individual merit of some buildings. the cam.
pus is of great interest for the grouping of a number of
structures bv one of the masters of modern architecture. The
buildings are related so as to suggest courts or quadrangles,
but these are nerer completelv closed, orr" 

",r"1, 
.rgg"-.t"d

space overlapping or opening into another. usually asym-
metrically. This results in fascinating and varving visual
relationships and is highlv expressive of a modern iJeal the
combinatioa of freedom and order. Of particular interest
among the buildings designed by Mies are the Alumni
Menrorial Building. 1946 (especiallv for the detailing, as at
the corners); the Chapel, 1952; and Crorvn Hall, fSiO. flie
rnain floor of the laiter, which houses the Institute,s depart-
ment of architecture, is a notable erpression of {reedom of'5u/ o-*L*u6*?.,,%#*-W-kelcL-f ,/7W.
e+e".*. l?a5
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l: I - \ :i:tore. Iti99.1903-1. L lI-B
.:-t ::r al,-i JIa\ er St,rre, r

. :....,oa.
:-. -::.\l-rn3. \

' .::.t i:tr. . :t lladison Street was
: :,1 :: ,- t.. er-ie:_,-tiltg around the cor-

_ -:.1:: j:rr=t. screral years later.
.. .-= : r il. H. Burnham and Com-

- . .. : :: :i L,\' H,,lahird and Root

_i__ - : - ::i,-,ns ,ri the rr.indon'openingsi
. r . - i::rg. around thern, the accent

:: .. :..,eals. all provide a por\.erful
. : ::. -:-::,,ing and contribute to a per-

- -,r- - . i.,urd. The rich ornament of
, :-:.. i,,een criticized as too ornate

- " ' H''r''e\-er' one should note that
-. r!rndu$s trere like pictures and

- : .. :,r,rphetic L)ower is seen in this.

='.,,;:. 
:::ll :it :1",::i:' ,t:'1il:

-,: . : :t_l.si,tn reads: "In recognition
: :rrirr spaces in the serene hori-

- ..-: the erecution of an original

{f : - :-: rrcellent cra{tsmanship i its

- ,=: : -..dings. the original projection.
, : ' : .. : =.n reirlaced by a bald paraDet.

- - :r lr-.nt n'hich were originallr set
' ::r :he fiist and second floors hale

: --'. :-lated to the rvall, rather than

:' .: .. -:,i:ials "LHS" can still be seen in

: . - : --.--. .: . ,,hief designer, carried out rnuc}t
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Rc:or house proiect f or lackson Hole. \f -ro.. 

r938. Baco,se
the landscape is all-intportati in a glass ltc::,:. architectural
elencnts tere underplat.cd to emphasi--e tiie .,ie..,... Cclr-
l.'''.EiJgZ@)

Frank Llovd \\/right, Lc corbLrsier. Gropius. and others. In short, \lies
tlas quite'uvcll knou'n to thc.\rncrican atant-garde br.the time the rn-
litation canrc from tire Resors to visit America.

\Iies arri'cd herc i, the sui-rner of r93-, a,d *.ent out to \\i.o-
ming to studv the site. (T'lio.gh thc Resor house n'as ne'er built. \lies's
st.dies for it are as clcar a clcmonstration as he ever made of the im-
J;ortance of the lanclscapc in qlass architccture.) O_" ejfg_d-b5_lilps

lh'llsl. Clrt.rs" l
Iq. okirg for , -r" to h. ,
At$put-lLitrtute (li@be tnown as the lllinois Institute of rech-
!g&sy )llqlabird ih ;,

,41*,Y€,, C@ , 97*"Ye--b-@<
eE*-L? {-"-*!' , 'n-%,.'76o f' zt4

o 
rt-+. ; 572-z'/'z> a-i tkz'te'z ilr+2'2 a-4'4-

;;;,u2'-,- /+ i t, {* &il-,--.n+

arcl askcd him utat his terr-ns u.cre. "A completelv free hand, and
Sro,ooo a 1,car," IIics ans*.ercd. iloiabirci telephoned president Heald,
of Anr-rour, the, tirrrecl to \fies ancl said: "you ca. har,e a free hand,
but thcl'can't qrritc'rfirrrc1 the salarr'." Nlics acceptccl nonetheless and,
in r93E,,oi'crl to Chirlq,,f, ,r qoocl to bccon-re the Dircctor of Archi-
tccturc at IIceld's IirstitLrtc.'f*eltr rc:rrs later, rvhen the age limits of
thc Illinois InstitLite r,i'f..hr,,1, gr"rl.I.T.1 finallv forced N{ies to retire,
hc lracl sct Lrp onc oi thc ,rost'i.rpressil,e-rrrd ,rn,rr.rr1-schools of
,\rcliitecture in the *orlcl. rncl trlincd some of thc best men nou,head-
irrg the staffs of -\mcric.rn arcliitectural ottrccs. LI.'f., for its part, had
gi'cn \{ics tlie chrrcc tci dcsiqn its entirc ca,,prls (anc1 build a large
prrt of it . rnd to construct. also. son'rc of thc facultv and stuclent hous-
ing :rl.ns thc pc'ri.ctcr of thr- c,r.pLrs. I.I.T. arso hacl. bv the time Nlies
rctirccl.,r.rnl!c'c1 tir rilisc his -.rl.rrr to trrc arrount he hacl orrgi.all_v re-
questcd.
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