Register of 0ld Buildings
¥zcon County Historical Coordinating Council

Present owner

Address: 220-236 E. Cerro Gordo St.
"The Old Shellabarger Mill", Norfolk & Western Railroad frontage
2nd Cerro Gordo St., frontage, Water St. to the Franklin Street
railroad overpass.
Legal description:
Read & Co.'s Addition
Blk. 3 and Exc E 60' thereof.
*¥Date of original construction and history of the structure:
1. The structure next to the railroad on the north, and next to the
Franklin St. overpass on the east, a building of common brick-
and Bedford limestone, plastered OVeriesesssssecssssssccrones 1860
2. The structure immediately west of #1 above and behind tas 5. & R,
office that has a Cerro Gordo front, also ofcommon brick plast-
ered OVETuiesvsnans 1855
Both structures, with internal construction of wood - y=llow pine
or oak - with no steel. FPillars, all of oak, some 2 fi. square,
The basement in this 1855 structure, still has the conc e vatls
where rup was kept. Foundations of both structures, scribed
272 of rubble stone and common brick., The walls run 12 inches
<0 3 or 4 feet in thickness.
3. West of #2 above fronting on the railroad track and next to the
Street OfficeS.es.. 1879
i, The siructure at 602-606 N. Water - (presently leased to a carpet
¥)e 1870
5, Ths structure at 610-614 N, Water - immediately north of the 1888
£ company - presently vacant - the building at Water and
+he r=ilroad tracks, presently used by 5. & E.
T Seeess red brick exterior.
6, ¥r. Roucher reported that all structures are prese ently in use,
city, by the S, & R. Liquor Company, sxcept for the
. frontage indicated above in #'" . 2nd 5, which is
izase to others,
7. M R

¥r. Zoucher expressed regret that an old well that served to

111 <hs watering trough used by horses hauling loads of grain
to mill, has never been located. It is presumed that even
thouzh it was a very deep well, it has been com pletely filled
4
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History (Cont'd.) with emphasis on the Shellabarger owners hiz.

1. The following are dates and records of a few events invclving the
rroperty and the Shellabargers, given in lieu of a very compli-
cated and lengthy chain of title:

1856 - David 3. Shellabarger arrived in Decatur on the
train from Tolono.

1858 - Bought Condell's interest in the Hinkle znd Coni=11 ¥ill on
Broadway, it becoming Hinkles, Shellabarger and Co.

1863 - Bought into the Great Western MNill (originally ouilt by John
H. Kaufman on North Water).

1888 - Became the sole owner

Co. with D.

D. S. Shellabargers (nee Anna Kr
anniversary.

1913 - D. 3. Shellabarger died in Red Blu 1ffs, Californis,

kruptcy petition filed against Amsriczn Eominy Co. (See
pertaining to causc)

1941 - P. & D. Produce Co, sold to H. Faul Tick a2nd Sam Roucher,
1647 - Sam Roucher sold to 8. & R. Liguor Co., the present owner,

copies of clippings and articles for changes within the

z Industry, including -

hurching" of Stickel, an sarly miller, for selling corn grits
10 a brewery.

3. A xzsrox copy of David S. Shellabarger's 1lifes andi achievements.,
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storage rooms with a complete ice \maki—ng
plant, sausage rocoms, etc.
is supplied with all the latest known machin-
g and - appliances for the packing and
- slaughtering business. i k i
The firm has been in business for thirty
years. The new packing house, however,
~ was built about three years ago.
bers of the firm are J. G.,

Oscar J. Danzeisen.

William and

Charles A. Starr
W. H. Starr
Edward M. Starr

Harry C, Starr

The Decatur
Decatur Extract €o O
pany manufactures flavoring extracts, baking
powder and perfume and toilet articles. The
company is incorporated. The establishment
is located at 243 to 247 South Water street.
The building is 70x40 feet in size and is two
stories high, and the entire building is used

The entire plant

The mem-

Joseph S. Starr

by the company. Seven persons are em-

ployed. The products are sold direct to the
consumer through local agents.. The com-
pany was established about three and a half
years ago at 725 North Warer street, but
in the month of October, 1898, the company
was compelled by reason of their rapidly in-
creasing business to seek larger quarters and
better shipping facilities. Since that time
the business has shown u constant and satis-
factory increase, which denotes the firm -
as one of push and enterprise. '

Habaraer HYill

and €Elevator Co.

No concern in the city has
done more to carry the
of Decatur
every part of the country

than the Shellabarger Mill

and Elevator Company.’
The firm stands high in

the commercial werld:
The product is a standard

of excellence with dealers

and consumers. Among
millers and the makers of
milling machinery the
plant is recognized as one

of the most up-to-date in

the country. Modern
methods and the very
latest machinery characterizes
it. It has a national reputation
for the quick adoption of im-
provements that are of value. And
it says much for the judgment and
discretion of the management that
the mistake of putting in machinery
that has afterward proven useless has never

name into

been made.

D. S. Shellabarger, the present head of
the concern, became identified with the mill-
ing business in Decatur in 1858 as a member
of the firm of Hinkle, Shellabarger & Co.,
which bought the plant that is now owned
by the Decatur Milling Co. The mill had a
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- Benjamin Dillehunt.

~ capacity of 75 barre.s of flour a day. In 1862

D. S. Shellabarger sold his interest in the
business and with Isaac Shellabarger, Benja-
min Dillehunt and Willilam Bowers, bought
the mill that his company now operates. The
firm was known as D. S. Shellabarger & Co.
Soon after D. S. Shellabarger and William
Bowers bought out Isaac Shellabarger and
In 1888 D. S. Shella-
barger became the sole owner. At that time
the concern was incorporated for $150,000
under the present title and the three sons,
Will L., F. D. and L. C. Shellabarger, were
given an interest in the business.

When Mr. Shella-
barger took charge of
the plant it was an old
fashioned stone mill
with two pairs of burrs
for wheat and one for
corn, and an output of
125 barrels a day. Ad-
ditions were made to
the machinery from
time to time till 1879,
when more room was
demanded by the busi-
ness. It was at this
time that the new mill,
now known as mill B,
was erected. This gave
an output of 400 bar-
rels a day.

In 1880 mill B was
equipped with
machinery,

roller .
This was the first roller mill in
the country to be put on winter wheat except
a small plant in Michigan. The output by
this change was increased to 500 barrels a
day, and the excellence of the product of the
new roller mill gave the concern a wide pres-
tige and created a big demand. The old
mill, now known as mill A, was then equip-
ped with roller machinery in the place of the
old burrs and the capacity of the plant was
increased to 9oo barrels a day. Being the
first mill of any importance in the country to

put in the rolls which revolutionized the mill-
ing business, the mill at once became a center
of attraction to millers all over the country,
many of whom came to witness its operation.
It was not unusual for ten or twenty millers
to be here in ‘a single day to examine this
mill. ;

A time came when the management fore-
saw that corn products were destined to cut
a big figure in the milling business and it was
decided to convert mill A into a corn mill.
This change was made in 1890, the mill
being entirely rebuilt. All the machinery
was taken out and replaced by machinery

Shellabarger Mijll and Elevator Company

The new
mill had a capacity of 3,500 bushels of corn a
day and turned out all kinds of corn goods,
including grits, hominy and meal. This
reduced the flour capacity of the mill to 500
barrels a day. ‘This same season mill B was
remodeled from top to bottom. Whenever
a new piece of machinery that had merit
above the machinery then in use could be
found, the old was thrown out and the new
put in. In the same mill a corn plant was
erected with a capacity of 3,500 bushels a

made expressly for treating corn.
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day. This makes the total capacity of the
_ plant now 7,000 bushels of corn and 3,000
" bushels of wheat 2 day and a total output of

flour when the wheat mill runs full is about
500 barrels a day. )

The entire output of the flouring mill is
disposed of in Central lllinois. Thecompany

boasts that its largest customers are among
its nearest neighbors. At times there has
been a heavy demand for
the flour for export and a
good deal of it has been
sold in the south. The
corn mill product is mar-
keted in Chicago, St.
Louis, Milwaukee, St.
Paul, New York, Phila-
delphia and by export.
D. S. Shellabarger is
the president of the con-
cern and W. L. Shella- :
barger is secretary “and

freasurer.
Union Tron
Works I

berofreasons whythe plant
nown as the Union Iron
Works is a valuable institution to the city of
Decatur. Here sixty or more men find em-
ployment the year round, and the money
that pays them and that buys the materials
which they manufacture into the commercial
products of the works comes from outside of
the city. Almost every dollar is brought from
outside. The products of this institution go
all over the United States, Canada and
Mexico.
The institution was founded in 1864 by

James Millikin and C. C. Burroughs. "It~

was mostly devoted to the building of engines
up to 1880. These engines took first premi-
ums at the state fairs of Illinois for many
years. Engines and mill machinery were the
exclusive products of this establishment up
to 1875.

The Union Iron Works was incorporated

in 1882. It might be mentioned incidentally
that A. R. Montgomery entered the service
of the company in May, 1875, as bookkeeper.
When the company was incorporated he

became a stockholder and now, with the
exception of some stock held by Mrs. Mont-

gomery, he and James Millikin are the
N exclusive proprietors,
&+ The active manage-

Tt

ment of the concern fell to the lot of Mr.
Montgomery, and its great success is due
very largely to his energy, push and excellent
business ability.

The trade naturally grew from milling
machinery and engines to furnishing machin-
ery for elevators.  Then a corn sheller was
perfected and it has proved a magnificent
success. They have since furnished the bulk
of the corn shelling machinery of the United
States. More of this firm’s corn shellers are
now in use in warehouses than all other
makes combined. Years ago they abandoned
the building of engines, and since 1875 they
have devoted their plant almost exclusively to
the manufacture of elevator ‘machinery and
corn shellers.

Within the last ten years they have made
as great a reputation on their portable sheller

68

From Progressive Decatur, published by the Review Printing and

Stationery Company, Decatur, Illinois. No 4 ;
~ ® O t . jny) -_.
mate: 1899-1901, ! date given, Esti




The Story Of 1
I'e Story
By E. B. Hitchcock ,

CHAPTER 50.
HOW THE SHELLABARGERS CAME.
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Prsba“ly no smgle mdustry
has left such a permanent mark
on’ Decatur as" has the grain
pmcessmg industry, = 0
It’s given Decatur somg

largely Imuted to. water—drqu
grist - mills,. which, ‘produced
flour mamly for the consump-
tion of ‘the iarmers who,

the wheat, . 3%
The early mills wer
because of the mcreasmg need
for. refined ‘flour and because
flour was an important’ part‘-ot‘
the early settler’s diet.

Macon County were the !'Kin
Mill on Stevens Creek, Allen’s|
Mill ion the Sangamon River,
and. the DaVld MIH on Blg
Creek,

Another early: mlll wa
mill owned by J. J. Pe decox‘d‘i
Ninian Pedﬂecord and E,.
Smith in 1839 + U2

Unfortunately, the mﬂls
ted the market with corn ‘meal,

seek - other: means . of mal
tamrg profxts He turned to
grinding ~ corn? for: the’
distillery, and in'se¢. doin
curred the wrath of lhe ch

Shellzbar

panies’ ‘was operated - by the
‘ . The family
had - been millers for seyveral
generatmns and tradltlon has 11:

estabhshed in 1776 near Car’lyle,
,-and the famﬂy, ed

Decatur in 1847

In that ‘year,

Siand, Cerra Gordo streets
la:rgeat factones and a world-| ] 11903, :

Some "of the. early mﬂls i |
g established.

%&m the American Hominy
1 They were the Praff ceresl
il th

and Peddecord was forced tq :

One ‘of the first mﬂhng com-

gn Broadwa,
estabhshed :.,operated large
corn’ and wheat. ‘mills at Water

Another oId firm was Def'atur
Milling - ‘which' was -formed in
1888, operatmg a plant formerly
known ‘as the » Hatfield - Mili,
|which dated back to the 1860s
and was  originally engaged in
linseed oil manufacture. - e
Records indicate that the fu'm
Lwent ‘out of business in~ 1903,
and that ‘in. 1924 another
Decatur Mﬂhng Co was
11902, mgg
Jjoined several ofher gznum;

and Suffern, Hunt

The company was- a trust
operation and M&f ;
w '
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We Lo Shellabaxrger
Dies of Pneumonia
End Came Suddenly as He
Talked With Wife
111 Only Ten Days
Was Thought to Be Recovering
Nicely

Will L. Shellabarger died at 93130 o'clock Tuesday night at the family residence,
467 West Main street of pneumonia after an illness of ten days. He was fifty-four
years old January 1l.

Death was wholly unexpected and the news came as a severe shock to all who knew
him. His family had no idea that death was near., His friends had known that he suf-
fered from pneumonia, but the reports from his bedside had been favorable and he was
thought to be on the road to recovery.

End Comes Suddenly

About 6 o'clock Tuesday evening when his physician left the house Mr. Shellabarg-
er was in good spirits and everything seemed to indicate that he would make a speedy
recovery, He was impatient to get back to his plzce of business.

About 9 o'clock while sitting propped urz in bed talking with Mrs, Shellabarger,
he suddenly collapsed without any warning and all efforts to revive him were in vain,
His heart refused to function and he died in a few minutes.

Widely Known

W. L. Shellabarger was one of the best known business men in Central Illinois,
Born and reared in Decatur, this wify had been the scene of his business activities
upon which he entered immediately after leaving school and which continued uninter-
ruptedly throughout his life. Energetit and aggressive, he was also progressive and
was constantly in touch with every detall of his business. For over thirty years he
was constantly busy. His time was nevaer wasted., There were years when he was doing
the work of two men, looking after the details of two different kinds of business,
each wholly unlike the other. That was when his father, the late D. S.Shellabarger,
owned what later became the North Water Street plant of the American Hominy Company
and who at the same time had control of the street railway system. He was secrsgary
and treasurer of both of these enterprises, each with a mass of detail work to look
after, and he did it all, and seemed to enjoy the work,

When D. S. Shellabarger disposed of his milling business, H. L, Shellabarger
remained on as secretary and treasurer of the plant for the American Hominy company.

While the Shellabargers were operating tho street railway the motive power was
changed from mules to electricity, and the Decatur line was the first in this part
of the state to be fully equipped with electricity.

Managed Elevators

Later Mr. Shellabarger retired from the American Hominy Company and established
a line of elevators, and in this he was successful, for he knew the grain business
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thoroughly. After the death of his father in 1913 he tock charge of the Fire Proof
garage that had been established by his brother, Lucien C. Shellabarger. He had
studied the automobile business zand knew there was a blg patronare awaiting the man
who had the faeilities to take care of the business. He soon had about all the busi-
ness he could handle, and later built another large garage on the opposite side of
South lMain street to be used as a storaze garage. He built up a fine business and
gave it his constant personal attention,

High Degree Mason

Few men as busy in businsss affairs as Mr. Shellabarger find time for work in
fraternal orders or secret societies, especially for the study and application ne-
cessary to get to the higher chairs in any of the big orders,yet W. L. Shellabarger
was a thirty-second degree Mason, Decatur lodge NHo. 401, B.P.0. Elks, the Modern
soodEen, and the Country club.

He was for ;a:y years a meamber of Grece Eethodist church and always one of the
most active in all branches of church ad Sunday school work.

He was a member of Stephen Decatur lodge No. 979, A. F. and A, M., Decatur
chapter No, 21, Royal Arch Masons, Decatur Council No, 16, R. and S.M. and was
Ezinent Cozmander of Beaumanoir consistory Ho. 9, Knights Templar. In 1909 a member
of the Springfield consistory, Scottish Rite Masons, the Kystic Shrine, and Zohak
Grotto, No. 68,

Active Politically ‘

For a few years, Hr.Shellabarger took an active interest in politics, and as
long 2as he stayed in that game he was a force to be reckoned with. Thoush not a candi-
date himself, he put all his influence behind the man he wanted to win, He gained his
first experience in managing his father's campaign for congress. In 1909 he and a
few others organized a movement to defeat the late Charles Shilling for mayor., Their
candidate, Charles 5. Needham, was defeated in the primaries, but during this campalson
many Republicans became estranged and the result was the election of Charles M. Borch-
ers as mayor,

Decatur had been voted dry in 1908, In 1910 Mr. Shellabarger was chosen by the
drys=to lead a campaign to prevent a return of saloons. In this they failed but when
the guestion came up the next time the drys won,

Boosted Roosevelt

Always an admirer of Thecdors Roosevelt, My, Shellabarger broke away from the
party here when Colonel Roosevelt Dbescame a candidate against Taft, in 1912, trousht
Colonel Roosevelt here, and himself presided at the big meeting held in Fowsrs thesirs,
Although supcorting Roosevelt, he also supvorted W. B. lMcKinley andi the mamager of
Taft's campaign. At the convention in Champaign Mr. Shellabarger w=s chosem a dsle-
gate in the Republican national convention, but he did not vote for Taft. e woried
for Roosevelt to the last. That was the last time he took any part iz

Shellabarger presided at the Roosevelt memorial services here 2 year zow In Jamsry,

Earnest War Worker .

Of an intensely patriotic nature, Hr. Shellabar-er w=s ome
war worker in the city, acting on various committees dorims the Emn™t ani dSwlme =11
possible for the boys who were leaving for the training camps ami =il Sorfee She
he was working in the interssts of the soldiers. Th: =r tosk all Twee of 3= soms,
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two of them were associated with hinm in business, William L, Shellabarger, Jr,
volunteered for the ambulance service and Was in France before the United States
entered the war. David Shellabarger entered the navy and Thatcher served in the
army. All three returned safely,

William Lincoln Shellabarger was born in Decatur January 11,1866, and was a
son of David S, and Anna E. (Krone) Shellabarger. He and Miss Irene Thatcher,
daughter of Charlss P, and J. Neta Thatcher, were married September 5, 1888. He
is survived by his wife and three sons. David S. Shellabarrer, Charles Thatcher
Shellabarger and Wi}liam L. Shellabarger, Jr. He is also survived by nis mother,
Mrs, Anna E, Shellabarger, 450 West Decatur street and four sisters and a brother,
lirs. Adele Hillman of Quiney, Mrs. Marie Crowder of Oakland, Cal., Mrs. Corinne
Ramsey of Red Bluff, Cale, FHrs. Grace S. Allen of Decatur and Lucien C, Shellabarg-
er of Decatur, all of whom were here at the time of his death, the sisters having
arrived some time ago to visit their mother and brothers and sisters,

The funeral will be held at 10:30 o'clock Thursday morning in the family resi-
dence. The body will be placed in the Shellabarger mausoleum in Greenwood. The
services at the cemetery will be private,
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Thatcher Shellabarger
Dies After Long Illness
Served in France and Has in Auto Business
for Several Years

Thatcher Shellabarger, 260 Woodlawn Avenue, son of Mrs., W. L. Shellabarger
and brother of William and David Shellabarger, died of failure of the heart at
53830 o'clock Thursday morning.

He leaves his wife and one child, a daughter, Annabelle, aged seven months,
I11 Several Honths

Mr, Shellabarger had been in poor health for some nonths and several times
recently he was in imminent danger from the weakness of the heart which finally
caused his death.

He was thirty-one years of age and as he had always lived in Decatur, where
the family has long been one of the oldest of those prominent in Decatur, he was
a popular and well liked young man,

In Auto Business
with his father, before the latter died, in the automobile business in Decatur

in the firm of W. L. Shellabarger and Sons and later as a member of W. L. Shella-
barger®s Sons.

Since before the world war he has been assotiated with his brothers and ~

Thatcher served in France during the war as did his brother, William. He
served in the ordinance department and when he and his brother returned they
brought with them an interesting collection of war relics which they since have
given to the Art Institute of Decatur.

Was Artist

Thatcher was of an artistic turn of mind and hand and his work in special
decorations for different events both public and private, were notable for their
unusual and artistic effects,

He was exceedingly well liked, guiet but sincere and had a very large circle
of friends.

The funeral will be held Saturday afternoon and will be private. The family
asks that no flowers be sent,

The funeral will be at the home with burial in Greenwood cemetery,
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W.L Shellabarger Rehred
Decatur Businessian, Dles

=31

William L. Shellabarger Jr.,
89, of 1735 S. Country Club Rq.,
a refired Decatur businessman,
died 6:15 am. Saturday in
Decatur Memorial Hospital.

Funeral services will be 11:30
am. Monday at Dawson & Wi-
koff Funeral Home. Private en-
tombment will be in Fairlawn
Mausoleum.

Mr. Shellabarger was born in

~ Decatur, a sop of William L. and
M_Jm.@g__sm

graduated from the
U!ivusity of Illinois in 1916. Mr.
Shellabarger was the - first
Decatur man to go to France
with the American Ambulance
Corps during World War 1. He
served in the corps in 1917 and
1913 and-in the Army until
-} =
His business career began in-
Decatur in 1913 as a partner in
e W. L. Shellabarger Co.
aufomobile dealership.
From 1924 fo 1928, he was
s=cret  ~ of Shellabarger Mills
I’—"Kan a_wheat flour

,_ﬂgog_cstm
Mr. Shellabarger then return-

ed o Decatur and served as
president of Shellabarger Grain
Processing Co. 1929 to 1937 when
$he family interests were sold to
Spencer Kellogg Co. He served
that firm as its Decatur plant
manager until 1941.

In 1941 and 1942, he was|
assistant to the president of the |
Commodity Credit Corp. m
Washington, D. C.

Mr. Shellabarger then became

\ wofsw
2 post be held until 1950. In that

year, be was an organizer,
wwesidest and principal - stock-
“er of WTVP, Decatur’s first
wsm station which later
WAND. He retired froro | High

e - % :

In 1960, he was eleded as a
director of Downtown Decatur
Development, Inc., which was
formed to help ‘the city in
purchasing parking sites. He
also was a director of Decatur
Industrial Finance Corp. which
was to promote industry in the
city.

Mr. Shellabarger served nine
consecutive terms on the
Decatur and Macon County
Hospital board from which ' he
retired in 1960. He also served
on the hospital’'s Graduate
Directors Council.

Mr. Shellabarger also was a
director of the Dacatur Club,
Country Club of Decatur and
Miller’s Mutual = Insurance
Association of Alton. He was

hean Processing Association and
a member of St John's
‘Episcopal Church and Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity.

He married Maud Dunlap
June 13, 1925, in Decatur. She
died Marchl 1972.

Surviving are daughters, Mrs,
Ira (Anne Elizabeth) Ahhott of
LaPorte, Ind.; Mrs. Scoft
William (Mary Dunlap) Cleave
of Decatur; Mrs. Richard A.
(Helen Adair) Clark of Seattle,
Wash.; and 12 grand-
children. 3

Two brothers preceded in
death.

3emorials: Decatur Memorial
| Hospital.

More Obituaries, Page 24

Decatur

Temperatures

Saturday, April 13
7am.5 7 p.m. 67
Noon 70 10 p.m. 64

Low 55
l Smdaystmnse 6:20; set: 7:33
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- {! be in Chape! \lemonal nsplial.
“ery. Falmogth. Funeral
St 105
: Wikoff Fun
Humphnc. Brothers. ‘where fri

Mr. Poley was born in
Griggsvilly. a son of Edward
and Anng/Shinn Polley,

Services will\be 2 p.m. Satur-
ay in the Diwsen & Wikotf
Funeral Home\ in Iliopolis, :
Private family services will be Where friends may call 5 to 9 He yas a member of St
cvices will be 10 at I am. Saturday in Fairlawn p.m. Friday. Buriyl will be in Thomys Catholic Church, an
fay af Dz & Mausoleum. No visitation.  Berea Cemetery, Nidutic. Army veteran of World War 11

| Home, Illiopolis, ' Dawson & Wikoff Funeral Home: AMr. Brannock waf boen in and/retired manager of Union
ds may call 6 to 9 is in lll’gl of ar- Mount Auburn, a son\ of John B Depot, Mr Pn]_“ resided-in

membex 0‘ the | pm. .. Burial will be in W and Sarah Powell Branhock. the Decatur area most of his
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\ ; al one time was a car several years. Wilham of Saline. Kan.:
lrews ‘rfliced cran deaier and a dealer. He married Bt‘ul +h ]\n)\l\' o daughter, Margaret Polley, at
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