
League of Women Yoters

of the United States i{n*otandoom
1200 17th Streei, N. \Y. - Washington, D. C. 20036

Tiris is qoing on
Duplicate PresiCents I,1aili.ng

September 29, L955

TO:
FRCM:
Dtr.

Local League Presidents (Copy to State League Presidents)
I'irs. Robert J. SEuart
Standard Byla'"us for Local Leagues

St.andard Bylaws for Local Leagues i.ras been ieviseC and reissucd. The changes r+hich
have been made were necessary to brin3 1ocal Bylar.rs int,: conforriir-ty rvitl-r national
Bylar,;s as amended aE the 1966 Convention.

Three changes harre been made. Ii:r Article I1, Sec. 2, the r,rord "an;y'" has been in-
sertecl before the rvord "candiclate. " This rrord i,,-as adCed by the ConvenEion Eo iaake
it perfecEly clear that Leagu.e policy covers "itonpar!:isan" as r1re11 as parti-san
elections. In Artiele IlI the requi.rernents for eligibility for rnembership and the
provisions for types of nernberstrip have been separated. Changes in both Artrcl-es
are of rvording not substance.

The defi.nition of Program given in Arcicle IX, Se.c. 2, has be.q:n chenged to conforn
to the nerv rvording of Article XIII , Sec. 1, of the nationaL Bylaws. Prograrn is nc
longer defined as consisting of Cur::ent Agen<ia and Ccntinuing ResponsibiLities but
as eonsisting of Bovernmental issues and the piorrision i.s given thaE there be "con-
ceried study and acE.i.on." The categories of lrolrau are defineri in the follo-"ring
sect ion.

I,.'rhen your Leagr-re next considers Bylaw ciranges action shoul-d be talten to bring your
Bylalus into conformity with standard Bylavrs in Articles IL and iII since',.rord-for"
rvord confornrity is required in these Arcicles in compliance rvith Recognition SEand-
ar<ls. Since eliact conformity is not required except in the first three Articles
the cnange in rirticle 1X is optional.

I'ihen a local- Leagr.re proposes changes in its E1rlal,rs, 5-nformation on ttre proposed
changes should be sent to f.he state Board vi:1l in advance of the time when members
must be notified of lhe proposals eio that tire state Boarctr nray revieru and comment
bef ore Ehat deadLine. If local Bylarus are arianr.leci at tiie Anaual I'{eeLing, copies
of ttre Bylaws as anencled siroulcl be sent to Ciie nat:ona1 office as r^;eLl as to the
state Board.
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VOTERS OF ILLII.IOIS
Street, Chicago 6o5O3

€4.4,"*{JL"-
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St,'ir SUIG;iTLD tsYL{r/iS .{..',ElDir,INfS I',R LCUAL LEAGLIES

If you wish-cc ccl] ect d.ues annual-}y jl tns rrr.ril .ir !f joinin€i_("RocMord. Pl.an"):

Arnend ARTICLE on Financial- Adralnis*'r'ation. Section cn Dues.

'Dues. Annua} oues rl shail- "ne payable annually on the first
of the month 1n vhj-eh the mernber joins ihe League. Any member who fails
to pay her d.ues trithin two months after they become payable shall be
d.ropped. from the membership rolls. "

($f .:O loeal dues are recormend.ed. )

If you" vi-sh io ad.opt local prograin cn a ilrc-]rearr bgs-Lq:

Amend. ARTICLE on t'{eetings, Sect,iCr crr 4."ggl_Ugg!r"e.

"Annual Meeting . .T.re Annual Mee.t,irrg shall:

a) adopt a }ccal- program for the ensuing trio years in (even, cd.a)
nurnbered. years. "

funend. ARTICLE on Progran, Secti-on on Annual Melti-ng shall aci upon ihe Progran

"Ir, (even, od.d.) numbered. years the Annual Meeting shall act upon the Prcgrarr
usi-ng the following Proced.ures: "

i;' you v:-sh to have a "single l-j-s't," locgl p,r---rau:

Amend- ARTICLE on Program, Section on definition of Prcgran.

"Progrann. The Prcgram of the League cf I^iomen Voters of ^L- t'l
D l1dII

consist of l.ocal governmental- issues as the membership shall chocse fc:r
concertect study and- actior:. "

Delete definrtj-ons of Curren*,, Agend.a and. Continuing Respons:-bj-li-+"ies.

{.'il1)

TEAGIIE OF WOMEN

6T Uast Madisoa

cE 6-0315



t"ol* oF woMEN
67 East Madison
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VOTERS OF ILLINOIS
St., Chicaga 60603

ADMINISTRATION . BYLAWS

Ncvember 23, L966

League of Women Voters
of DEC.f$UE

L.

Mr.s. Raymond E. Robertson
State Organization Chairman

BYLAI,JS CHANGES

Thank you for sending us your Ioca1 byIar,vs. I,,7e are listi"ng belorv our recom-
mendations - Since ive have the every-four-years revien, of local bylart,s byState, plus a nelv set of Standard Byl31e5 frorn National, nov; is a good time toconsider changes in your locat bylarus. hie reccmrnend that you plan to makethe changes at your nexr Annual lleeting. your By,iar,,,s Committee should be ap-pointeC soon to present reccnrnencations to !,cui Boar.i and to lhe membership.
Check your present bylatvs for Ceaclines (usuaily changes rnust be sent to mem-bers one month bef ore the rrnnual iileeting) .

lrle ca 11 your attention to Mrs. Stuar t?s letter of September 29, 1966. Shelisted there the changes rvhi.ch have been mace in the Standard Bylaws in orderto bring them into conformity ruith National Bylar,;s rrhi.ch 1!ere amended at the1966 Nationat Convention. You were sent a copy of the neru Standard Bylar.vs forLocal Leagues at that tine. Please use it in revi-err.ing your local bylaws.

Three major changes have been made in the Standard Bylarvs. They are inArticle rr, sec,- 2. P-qlicy; Article rrr, Sec. t & 2. Ilembersilip-. e1"".changes are mandatory in-locaI bylaws, The other cha@Ts in Article IXPrggr.a}. {See check list below_ )

Remember in revising bylavrs that the first three articles of the Standard mustbe follorved but local Leagues may adapt the remaining articles to suit locatEonaiti'ons as long as the bylaws provide for democratic procedures.

Please send a copy of your proposed ctranges to the state office for a finalperusa I 
"

Therefore, after revierv of your most recent bylaws and comparison r,/ith thenew Standard Bylaws, ure suggest that you consider changinq the items marked,,X,,:

J- 1. Article r, sec, 1, add the title as in the standard Bylar,vs:
Sec, 1, Name.

v4n a.

\rc
/\ J.

Article rr, sec. 2, add the word "any" before the word ',candidate.,'This has been done to make it perfectly clear that League policycovers nonpartisan as well as partisan elections.
Article rrr, sec, 1. and Sec. 2. change the order of sentences andsection titles to read exactly as in the standard Bylaws. This is achange only of form, as most of your bylarvs say the same thing in alittte different way.

Article rv, sec. 5, Meetiqgq. A rninimum of nine regurar Board meet-ings are required UV recognition standards.
41 .

FROI'1:



6. that IlIinois Leagues adopt the Rockfcrd method of dues collectior:.
To do this, anend the section on Dues -lo read;

lAnnual dues of ,t7.5O shall be payable annually on the first of the
month in irhich the member joins the i-eague. Any member rvho fails to
pay her dues r,vithin two months after they become payable sha}l be
droppecl from the membership ro11s""

7, Article VII" Sec. 1. Membershio Mgetllqs. It is recommended that at
lea*ct fou:: meetings Ue .pe"ifi"A pe, Vea;.

-X 8. Article VIf, Sec. 2, Annual Meeting. Your League may want to consider
adopting loca1 progr.rirGillltGffi basis. rf so, change (a) to
??adopt local Program for the ensuing tr,vo years in (even, odd) numbered
years." See also #12,

9, Article VII, Sec. 3. Quorum. ft is reconunended that a definite number
of members constitute a quorum, rather than a percentage of the member-
ship. If a definite and small number is stated in the bylaws a.s a,
quorum and if all members are arvare of this, it will act as an incentive
for them to a,ttend business meetings if they are concerned about League
policy, program, and action, It also makes it easier to determine
whether or not a quorum is present.

j 10, Article fX, Sec. 2. Program. It is suggested that a definition of

Bylaws changes

5. Article VI, Sec, 2
$z.so, and

Y
L2.

DEcaiuy

November 23, 1966 page two

Dues. It is recoinmended that annual- dues be

follows: 'rThe Program of the Leaque of Women
shal1 consist of those governmentat i.ssues chosen

Program be changed as
Voters of -----for concerted study and action." (Recommended to conform to Standard.)

Your League may want to consider a rrsingle List" rocal program. rf so,
delete Sec. 3 Current Agenda and Continuing Responsi.bilities, from
Artlcle IX on Program, However, if you rvish to define these two cate-
gories, then use the wording as given in the nerv Standard Byraws.

If ' your League wants to adopt locaI progranl on a tlr'o-year basis (see
#8) you must a.1so change Article rX, sec. 4 Annuar Meeti-ng. to ,The
Annual ivleeting shall act upon the Program in (even, odO) numbered years
using the follor,ving procedures. il

13. Articre X, sec. 3. State councir, According to the Bylaws of the
League of women VoteifE-fffir, the president or her proxy is the
delega.te to the State Council. Therefore, change this section to read:
r?The president or her proxy shal1 be the delegate to the State Council
under the provisions of the Bylaws of the League of Women Voters of
Illinois"rl

L4, Leagues in Cook County. There should be a provision in local byla.ws for
selection of delegates to the Cook County Convention, to be held after
re-organization of Cook County Council is completed next year. Add to
Article X a new Sec. 4. I'Qounty Conventioq. The.(nembership g Board of
Directors) at a meeting before the date on which the names oflelegates
must be sent to the County League office shall select delegates to that
Convention in the number allotted the League of Women Voters of
under the provisions of the Bylaws of the Lea.gue of l,Vomen Voters-o k
County.!r

15. Other suggested changes:



MRS. EZRA LEVIN

LEAGUE OF \^/C)MEN

PRESI DENT

v<)rERs C)F tLl..rNors . 67 EA6T MADISON STREET . CHICAGO 3. ILLINOIS ' CE 6-C)315

January 25, L96T

Mrs. Thornas L. Hurst
Bylaws Chairrnan
League of "domen Voters of
209! \.Iest Srmset
Deeaiur, Illinois

Dear Mrs. Hurst:

Decatur

Ti:e state bylavs committee a.r:d, the State Board were inpressed. with
your thougntful recomnend.atj-ons for eteite League bylavs re.risions and
coasid.e::ed them 1n co::,nittee and in Board raeeting.

A number cf your suggestlons corleerned points the ccnmittee had al::eady
agreed on at our initial ::reeting in Septernber. At tirat ti-ne ve d,r:eo*
up our prelii:r:-nary reccilnnenda-cions for Board conside::ation. i& met tne
second, tir:ae on Janr:ary 2lrd tc incorporate loca1 teague and State Board.
suggesti-ons in ou:' f inal pz'orosals for Board and" Convention consid.era-
tion,

i{e thought your sugges-uions fcr the ccmposition of the State Conventi-on
(a:'Uicte VIII, Sec. 2) a::eal im.pro-.,eruent and includ.ed. 'uhen in our final
proposa-l-. Your rernind.er ti:at the oudge'r, should. be refer:"ea tc, as
the "proposed." bud.get ( arcicte VII, Sec. 2 artd, 3) has also ceen incluaed.
in-' our proposal . l'ie had conpletely o-,"rerlooked this point, as previous
bylaws corr,mittees, State Boards, and. Conventions bad. Still other
changes you suggested will- be foi:nd. 1n the final State Board- reccnmend.a-
tions to the Convention.

Your suggestlons for improving the articles on the Board of Directors
and. Off:-eers d.id not clarify the content enough to merit a change, in
our oplnion; so we did not offer thls as a revisicn,

We do appreeiate the tinie you have sper:.t on your assignment and know
you vill be interested. in the Convention actlon.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Chester C. Ensley
State Bylar+s Chairuiarr



MRs. EZR.A LEVIN PRESIC}ENT

LEAGUE OF \^/OMEN \/OTERS OF TLLINOIS ' 67 EAST MADIsON STREET O CHICAGO 3. TLLINOIS ' CE 6-()g'15

Febrr:ary 23, L96T

Mrs. fhomas L. Hurst
Bylans Chalrman
League of Homen Voters cf Decatr.lr
2O95 Hest Sunset Avenue
Decatur, Illinois 6Z5n

Dear Mrs. Eurst:

First f nust aSnlogize for the delay in replying to your letter of
February hth. My oaly excuse is that somehow it nas pushed" to
the back of my uail d.raver j-n the offlee, ed only tod.ay d.id 1
effipty i:he draser tbor:cugb.Iy and f ial itl I :rr& sorl;r.

You have done an excelleat job on revising the byl-aws of the Decatur
teaguer"\and. we d.o appreciate your ccsrments and explanations.

As to the mention of state aad national program in local byla'ws, ve
d.o aot feel this i.e neceesary, Each loeal League is plainly "an
integral part of the Lea,gue of tr{omen Yoters of the Untted States and
the League of Women Yoters ctr llliaois, " ard. ihis statement takes
care of the state a:rd nati-oaal activities of tbe local teagues,
tr{e feel- the ioeal bylaws should "spell out" merely the loeal sltua-
tlon as regards organlzational set-up ard actlvities,

We are lnterested. in your corments about the state bylaws in regard
to officers, ereeted d.irec-r,ors, and appointed. di:ectors. you have
a Yery good. polnt and. it nray -rel1 be that the Convention delegates
vil1 agree with you. Iourecall, of cor:rse, that not-recorro.ended.
bylaws changes require the same vote for adoption as d.o recommend"ed
eha.nge$,

The $tate Board was impressed. r'ith the nr:mber of ftne suggestions

of them vere adopted as recoumendations. ''We do hope you will send
your id.eas to the natlonal Board. a"ad. suggest that stan0ard" bylaws
be ehanged" ln accord.anee wlth the re-aruangement you p3-an ln your
loca1 ones.

Sincere\r yours,

nA/Jz/b, AM
Mrs. Ra]ruond. E. Bohertson
Vlee Presld.ent, Organization
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Mrs. Roberf J. Stuort, President

March 31, L967
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MonEgomery

orF t cER s

First Vice President

/vlrs. Williom M. Christopherson
Louisville, Kentucky

Second Vice Precidenl

Mrs. Bruce B. Benson

Amherst, Mossqchusells

Se(retqry

Mrs. K. E, Montgomery
Eugme, Oregon

Trgosurer

Mrs. Hqns-Arnold Froenkel
Hortsdole, New York

DIRECTONS

l'{rs. Dovid G. Brodley
Durhom, Norlh Cqrolino

l'{rs. Donqld E. Clusen
Gren Boy, Wisconsin

Mrs. fleming Low
Allonto. Georgio

It{rs. W. Fosier Monlgomery
lndionopolis, lndiono

A{rs. Williom S. Morgon
Normon, Oklohomo

Mrs. Tyler Shinn
Foirfield, Conneciicut

Mrs. Thomos Snelhom
Birminghom, Michigon

Mrs. John F, Toomey
Norrogqnsell, Rhode lslqnd

Mrs. Alexonder M. White, Jr.
New York, New York

I'trs. Williom H. Wood
Blodensburg, Morylond

A{rs. Roberl Zurboch
Posodeno, Colifornio

EXECUTIVE DINECTOR
Miss Dixie Droke

Mrs. Clifford E. Smith, Presi-dent
League of Women Voters of Decatur
1684 West Riverview
DecaLur, Illinois 62522

Dear Mrs. Smith:

I was most int.erested to read in your Annual R.eport your suggestions
for changes in the Standard Bylaws for tocal Leagues.

Follor^ling each national eonvention we do make such changes in the
Standard Bylaws as are indicated by the ConvenEion actioa. Ilowever,
we have not undertaken a eomplet.e revision of the Local Standard.
It may well be that Lhe national Board raill make sueh a revision
at some time in Lhe future and we will certainly keep your sugges-
tions in mind.

The suggestions you make for Articles 4, 5, 6 and 9 appear to be
largely wording changes. Language is al"ways a difficul"t matter.
We have used the word I'proposedil in Sec. 4 of Areicl"e 6 in referring
to the budget but perhaps it could be used elsewhere. National and
state Bylaws also Eitle the prograil art,icle (9) simply Progran. It
was noE Lhought neeessary to add a descriptive adjective since the
Bylaws themselves provi"de this; that is, national Bylaws deseribe
naLionaL Program, state Bylaws - staLe Program and local Bylaws -
locaL Program.

Your suggestion fsr Article 7 is an interesting one. Do your otrn /
Bylaws piovide a procedure by i,rhich members may request special !
meetings? You might wish to discuss this with your st,ate Board, \
If you would care to send us the specific wording you would like I
to see ineluded in the model, we krould be happy to have it. J

S incerely,
1,,

y --{-f-t,
g^€.-*

Mrs. K, H.
Chair:rnan, Bylaws Conmittee




