Register of 0ld Buildings
Macon County Historieal (oordinating Council

Addrasss: 412 W, Prairie Avenus,
Northwest corner, W, Prairie and N, Edward,
Lezal descriptions
Western Addition
876' of Lots 11 and 12
Blk 5

Daizs of original construction: 1887 - estimats, assessor's office,

' ' 1883 - picture in 9/4/1935 Decatur paper,..
house under construction, November,
1888, that of John Culver,

Nams of orisinal owner: Joseph M, Clokey et al

(Begun by Clokey who could not afford to
complete it., Taken over by J. H. Culver,
according to Elizabeth Culver Shellabarger.)

Historys .

i, A partial chain of title followss
Sept., 15, 1865 Thos. O, Smith to Chas, A Tuttle.
Aug, 1, 1881 Charles A, Tuttle to Josiah M. Clokey et al,
Sept, 18, 1901 Josiah M, Clokey to Florence H. Culver.
June 16, 1950 To Elizabeth C, Shellabarger,
Oct, 23, 1950 To Roy Phillips and Hinnie I., hus and wf, JT.
Nov., 17, 1964 To Wayne B, Phillips and Anne T, Phillips, hus

and wf, JT.

2, Hacon County assessor's office data, August, 1974s

?
Masonry construction 6 apartments
2 stories Gable roof-medium pitch
8 rooms 2 open porches
Face brick
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Present owner's name: Wayne Mercer (Not yet listed in Recorder of Deeds
or Assessor's offices)
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- +he house now has seven apartments, including one on the thirc

”loor where there was a ballroom, beautifully paneled, with a
}l*”n,, There were enough knaTler rooms around the main

l“oom (me"VQuﬁﬁeﬁj to convert nicely into an apartment.

‘ y left (west) of tb front “oor... a large
TOOom, ample in size to have housed Mr. Culver's five thousand
clumes, There is a gorgsous fire place of stone and marble,

with a huge mirror over it, in what
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L:)ok:ng west in Prairie avenue in No- tion on
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OHN H. CULVER 1s known to many of
Decatur’s citizens through his extensive

' trade connections. He is a man of excel-
v} lent business and executive ability and is
at the head of two of the leading industries of the
city, being President of the Culver Monument
Company and also of the Municipal Electric Com-
pany. Almost his entire life has been passed in
Macon County, whither he came when a lad of
‘five years from Christian County, IlL, his birth
having there occurred December 28, 1838, His
parents were Edward and Elizabeth (Scott) Cul-
vaor, the former of whom was a farmer and stocks

raiser and land-owner in Nebraska. e made his
home in Macon County until 1891, when he died
in Blue Mound at the age of sixty-iwo years. His
wife passed away in 1884.

The subject of this sketch at the age of sixteen
entered the Normal School of Tavlorville, and
pursued a thorough business course of siudy, after
which he accepted a position in the office of his
brother, J. S. Culver, of Taylorville, and soon be-
came superintendent of that branch of his brother’s

extensive monument establishment. On attaining
his majority he returned to Macon County, and

for the succeeding five years engaged in teaching.

T
i

were at Springfield, Ill., and devoted his entire at-

tention to the mastery of all the details of monn- |

mental work, excepting only the strictly mechani-
cal.  His brother had establishments at seven dif-
ferent points in Illinois and did an extensive busi-
ness. J. lL finally became a partner in the busi-

ness and soon closed out all the branch yards, but |

increased the capacity of the central house. This
partnership continued for four years, when our
subject sold out, and in 1889 came to Decatur,
opening the present business, which he continued
one year before the incorporation of the Culver
Monument Company in .1890. It has a capital
stock of 15,000, and its officers are, J. . Culver,
President; J. S. Culver, of. Springfield, Vice-Presi-
dent; J. M. Willard, Treasurer; and .J. H. Rainey,
Secretary. About £25,000 are invested in the busi-
ness, and its annual sales, extending over a large
area in Obio, Indiana, Ilhinois, Missouri,and Iowa,
amount to upwards 6f £50,000. The company
does monument work exclusively, using only the
finest granite from the best quarrics of Vermont
and Georgia, and turning out only the highest
grades of work. Mr. Culver attends personally to
the purchase of the granites and gives his per-
sonal supervision to the business.

ile then rejoined his brother, whose headquarters |
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Other interests also claim the attention of our
subject, who, as before stated, is President of the
Municipal Electrical Company of Decatur, which
was incorporated in 1893 with a capital of $25,000.
The plant has just been completed at a cost of
£27,000. The Wood arc lights and Slattery in-
candescent lights are used. They have sixty of
the former and about one thousand of the latter
now in use. The incorporators of the company
are, J. H. Culver, President; J. M. Willard, Vice-
President; and E. E. Gibson, Secretary and Treas-
urer. This promises to be a paying enterprise and
will prove one of the city’s leading industries.

On the 11th of March, 1886, in Macon, Il1., Mr.
Culver wedded Miss Florence, daughter of R. W,
Hight, of Macon Township. Their union has been
blessed with a little *daughter, Bessie, now two

years old, The parents hold membership with
Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics,
Mr. Culver is a supporter of Republican princi-
ples, and in his social relations holds membership
with Ionie Lodge No. 312, A. F. & A. M., Macon
Chapter No. 21, R. A. M., Decatur Council, and
Beaumanoir Commandery No. 9, K. T. He takes
quite an active interest in Masonry and also be-
longs to Chevalier Bayard Lodge, K. P., and the
Independent Ovder of Odd Fellows. The Culver
Monument Company has met with a marvelous
degree of success, a fact which is due to the able
'mnnagement of its president. Through his thor-
ough understanding of the business and personal
supervision, he knows just what is going on and
can suggest improvements and lay plans for further
perfection. He has thus won a liberal and ever-
increasing patronage as the reward of his own
labor.
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ECATUR has an electric street railway
of which the citizens are proud, and

with good reason.
This was the first system in the state to
adopt electricity as a motive power for street

cars, and at the time of its installation ten
years ago it was one of the twelve or fifteen
electric lines in the country. Although the
oldest system in the state, it is the most mod
ern. Within the last

Cincinnati, president; D. S. Shellabarger of
Decatur, vice-president; W. L. Shellabarger
of Decatur, secretary and treasurer, C. N.
Wilcoxon is manager.

Che CfaCk The present street car sys-

tem consists of fourteen and
a half miles of track, twenty-seven cars, a first-
class power station, a thoroughly adequate car

barn, a2 handsome transfer station, and all the
~ other necessary inci- 7

few months a total
of $175,000.00 has
been spent in mod-
ernizing it, and as it §|
now stands, with the
extensive plan of re-
construction almost
completed, the road §
is pre-eminently the |
superior of street car |
lines in other cities!
of the same rank and |
size in the state, and
there is nothing bet-

i dentals.

The track de-
serves especial men-
tion. During the
i last few months the
track has been re-
. built at an expense
i of $70,000.00. Five
I miles of the tracks
in the paved streets
have been relaid
with 62-1b. Shang-
hai T rail in 60-
foot lengths. The

ter in Chicago.

The name of the
present corporation
is the Decatur Traction & Electric Co. Al
though there have been several changes of
names, marking different periods in the history
of the line, the present owners of the system
are substantially the same as the original pro-
motors. ’

The capital stock of the company is $225,-
000. The officers are: B. W. Campbell of

Residence of .

steel is laid on 5 inch
e by 8 inch ties two
feet apart, the ties

resting on a bed of thoroughly tamped gravel
8 inches deep. The track is, in fact, built as

well as the owners, with their ten years of
experience, and the construction company,
who did the work, knew how to build it.
There is nothing superior in street car track
Two miles of other lines have
been relaid on new ties and new ballast, while

construction.
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