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r' - ::l 188? - estlma'r,e, assessor's offl.ccn
1SS3 - pleturs L- 9/4h9J! Becatur pa$*f,'e

hsus* und"er construetionr t{ovenb*r,
l-888rthat of John 6ulver.
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Flecon Sotrnty assessorrs offlee
Hassnry eonstruetlon
2 etorles
$ rooe*
Face brlck

Jose$r H, tSokey et aL
(neerra by S}okey *+ho could noi afforr* to
compl,ete tt, faken over by J" H. Culver,
a*cordin6 to Ellaabeth Culver Shel-lah.rgor" )

of tltLe fallorsr
Thos, fi, $mlth to 0has* A fsttle.
flharlee &, Tuttle to Jcslah H. CJ-oketrr et al.
Joslah H, Clokey i;o Flor+nee H. Culver.
?o Hllzabth C, Shellabarger.
To froy FhtLllpe and Pilnnte I., hts and xfr Jt'
?o Hayne B. Phllli-Ip anC Anne ?. Fhlllltrer hus

and rf, JT.

d.ata, August, 3r9|ttt
6 agertaenta
Gable roof-Esdlue Ptrtch
2 op*n Snrche*

Hlstorvr#1. A isrti"al chaln
$ept" 15, 1865
Augr Lr 18S]
$o5:t, 3.8, 190L
June 16, 1950
Oct. e3, 1950
$ov, 1?, 3?6ll
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Sayne Sercer {Hot yet llstd. ln Recorder of Deed.s
or Assessor's offieee)
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ii-le*av-r .^nr-ii .
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- .z-.- :.al :: Iining
_ . r:..:_.: ,. ,;l::e :,:orn kitchen

- ;-1i: :-::-,-^::-. a-:-= a-c-rI].i -"he Cining room

crl 'uhe first iioor
roct&

chimney (Proba"blY a

:.-:.=: ..1'=i'- i:cnt).
- -_t-.: :-i-::-:.3:. :::;rlins much as it was '/ihen const,'uctecli however,

--;-: -=-,.1::',jrn: have been renoved.

reniniseea, tlA/ZfiZ+) over seeing ivir. Culver reading in
as he would. walk 'Dy the house' l:eading, appar-'ent1y,

his extensive collection.

-:. -::s. i:1n3 .8hilups (r-:/z6iz+) sta+-ed ihat *
f -^ ^+- uiiu ouoile urns were i:,one by the time her hUsband"rs palenis pull-

chasec the house in 1950; howev ever, she recalls then I'er:y
- -^'l -1

i/=:r.

- :he house noti has seven a"pe.I'tlljents, inclrrd-ing one on the thlrcl
lloor where there was a ballroom, beautifully inneled, with a

skyugh"l . There lrere enollilh snal 1er roolns aroun'1 the maln

bailrJom (some.round.eC.) to conve::t. nicely into an apartmeni.

- -uhe library was to the left (wes-t,) of the front. ioor... a lar.ge
rocm, ample in size to have housed irir. cr-rlverts five ihousa'nd

volunes. There is a gorgeous fireplace of stone and rnarblet
intnisformerlibra:ry,wj.thahugemirroloverit,inwhat
sl,,= b:Iievec to be a f'r;l,rne of 5Cr-11pt'r;red plaster, gi1d"ed. over.
.tn,lortuna+-e1;i a tenant iu.inlerl ov,er the gilt frarle some ]rears
ago.

- ine ioons are unusuai in slrape, adding interest to the house.

- -,he c--ii'uer halli+ay has crnate i'Ioodwork of oak'
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[fl OttN H. CULYER is known to rnany of
Ill Decatur's citizens through his extensive

^ lll t.a<le connections. He is a man of excel-

@l lent business and executive abilit.r and is
at the head ol two of the leading industries of the

city, being President of the Culver lfonument
Conrpauy and also of the Municipal }-lectricCom-
pany. Almost, his entire life has been pa-ssed in
lVlacon County, whither he came rben a lad of

'five years from Christian Count-r. IIl.. his birth
having there occurred December 26, lit58. His

p&l'orta wero Edrvalrl and Eliznl*tl lScott) Cul'
vot', t,lte fot'tttot {rf rvltoln rvrtr n fnrnteir nnrl rrtot'k'

t'aiscr ond lnnd-orner in iiebrn:ks. Ile m*de Lir
home in lllacon County until 1891. wlren he died

in Rlue l\found at the age of sixty-tro-r-elrs. His
wife passed away in 188-1.

The snbject of this sketcL at ttre age of sixteeu

entered the Normal Scbool of Ta-vlorrille, aad

pursued a thorough business course of stucly, after
whieh he accepted *, positi<;rr in the office of his

brother, J; S. Culver, of Taylorville, and soon be-

eame superiuteadent of rhqt braneh of his brother's

ert€nsive nlonurnent eslslrlislrment" On rttaining
his mejority he returned to llncon Countr'. nnrl
for the sueeeeding ffve years engagetl in tenching.
IIe then rejoincd his brothcr, w[osc hc*tlquertr:rs
rere f,t Splingftcld, Il!., and devotcrl his cntirent-
tention to llre msstery of rll the det*ils of monu-
meuLrl work, cxeepting only the strictl-v rnechnni-
csl. IIis hrothcr trnd est+blishurenls at scven dif-
ferent poinls i* lllinois antl did sn ertensive busi-
nqq. J. II. flnally becaruc a p*rtner in the busi-
ness and soon elosed out all the braneb t'ards, but
inercased ttre crplrcity uf the eentral lrouse. This
partnership coutinrred for four yelrs. when our
subject sold out, and in 1889 c*me to Deeatur,
opening the pre-sent brsines-sr lhieh he runtinuctl
one yem before the incorpor:rtion of the Culver
Ilonument Company in .1890. It has a capiltl
stock of $15,000, snd its officers sre. J. H. Culver,
President;'J. S Culver, of' Splingfield. \-ice-Presi-
dent'; J. M. \Yillerd, Trea-qurer; and .I. H. Rrinev,
Secretary. About $25,000 are investcd in the busi-
ness, and its annual sales. extetrding over a large
area iu Obio, Indtann, Ilhnois, lfissouri,und Iorra,
arnount l,o upwatds df $50,000. The eompauy
does monument rrork exelusiveiy, using only the
finest granite from the best quarries of Termont
and Georgia, and turning out only the highest
g'rades of work. Ifr. Culver sttends personally to
the purchase of the granitcs and glves his per-
sonal supervision to the busi.ness.

Other interests also clsim the attcntion of out'

subjeet, who, as befote stated, is President of the

)Iunicipal Electrical Compan-t' of Decatut', rvhich

rsas incorporated in 1893 with a capitul of 825.0riii.

Thc phnt has just bcerr complctcd at n cost of

t27,000. fhe'\\'ood nrc liglrts nnd Slattet,v in-

cantlescent liglrls arc usetl. 'flrc.y lrnve sixt.r'c'f
the formcr and lbout one thottsantl of llrr: letle:
now in use. 'fhe incorpotltot's of tlic crlml.,anl

are, J. II. Culver, l'resident; J. trI. lYillal'd. \-ice-

I'resident; antl E. E. Gibson. '(ecretai')' tnrl'I't'eas-
urer, 'fhis pronri-"es to bc a paf ing cnterpl ile and

will prove otie of tLe citr''s ieading industlies,
On the llth of )Ialch, 1886, in trIacon. I1i,. ]Ir'

Culver wedded }Iiss l-lorence, daugltter of R. \Y.

Ilight, of l\Iacon Townsbip. .fheir union has been

blessed with e Iittle'datrgbter, Bessie, now two

yenrs okl. The p*rerrts hold memtrership with
Graeo I\fethotlist Episcopnl Church. In politic=,
I\[r. Culver is o supporter of Republicen prinei-
plcs, nnd in his social relationg holds mcmllership
witlr Ionic Lorlge No.812, A, I,'. & A, IU., lf{aeon

Chnptrr No.21,. It. A. l\I., I)ecntttr Council, and
Il.,lrum:rnoir Cnnrmnntlery No. I, K. T. [Ie takes
quite an nctive intcrest in trfnsonrl' nnd alwr be-

lougs to Chevalier Ilnyord Lodge, K. P., and the

In<lepentlent Older of Odd Fcllowg. 'Ilre Culrcr
Ilonurnent Compaitl' has met wil,lr a marvelous
tlegree of success, a fact which is due to the able
management of its presitlent. 'flrrough his thor-

.ough unclerstanding of 'the business aad personal

supervision, he knows just what is going on and
eftn suggest improvements and lay plans for furthe
perfeetion, He has thus won a lilleral aud ever-
inereasing patlonage ar t\e reward of hir orl
lebor.
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HB"'.1;H1ix:
with good reason.

an electric street railrvay

citizens are proud, and

Cincinnati, president; D. S. Shellabarger of

Decatur, vice-president; W. L. Shellabarger

oi De catur, secretary and treasurer' C. N.
\\iilcoxon is manager.

€ho eraexg Ll'.f:f::;,:',1:fl :l;
a hali rniles of track, twenty-se\ren cars, a first-

class porver station, a thoroughiy adequate car

barn, a handsorne transfer station, and all the
other necessary inci-
dentals.

The track de-

serves especial men-

tion. I)uring the
last {er'v months the

track has been re-

built at an expense

of g7o,ooo.oo. Fir,e

miles of the tracks

in the paved streets

have been rclaid
u'ith 6z-1b. Shang-

hai T rail in 6o-

foot lengths. The
stee I is laid on .5 inch
by 8 inch tied nvo
feet apart, the ties

resting on a bed of thoroughly tarnpecl gravel

8 inches deep. f-he track is, in fact, built as

*-ell as the orvners, rvith their ten 1'ears o{

e.rperience, and the construction company,

ri ho did the rvork, knerv horv to build it.
There is nothing sr-rperior in street car track
construction. 'frvo miles of other lines have

been relaid on ne\r'ties and neu'ballast, whilc

35

-lhis 
rvas the first s\-stenl irl the st:'te to

adopt e lectricity as a ti-lottr-e por','er ior 'treet
cars, and at the tirrre oi irs in.tall:.tion ten

ycars ago it was one oi the fii'elr e or nireen

elcctric lines in the country. -{ithough the

oldest s1'stem in the state, it is the irost modl

ern. Within the lasr

felv rnotrths a total
of $r75,ooo.oo has

been spent in mod-
ernizing it, and as it
nolv stands, rvith the

extensive plan of re-

construction alnlost
cornpleted, the road

is pre-erninently the
' superior oI street car

lines in other cities

of the same rank and

size in the state, and

there is nothing bet-

ter in Chicago.
The name oi the

is the Decatur Traction & Elecrric Co. Al-
though there have been several chan3cs oi

names, n-rarking differe nt perio.ls in the hislorr
o{ the line , the present o\vners oi the sr slct-l-t

are substantiaily the sarne as thc original pro-

Inotors.
The capital stock of the companf is Szz5,-

ooo. 'Ihe offlcers are: B. \\'. Campbell of

.:,
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