
Reglster of 01d Buildings
l{acon County Historical Coord.inatiag Coras.i--

Add.reegr .LZ5 N, Pine St. , 
' - .rj:.

"Date -or orlsin?1_c-.,+:t{uct*gnz a876, , .-'r 
-

Name-of oflglnal ownerl James Millikin. ' 
, , 

-

Historyr "On February 2?, ;.86j the deed was record.ed (fi-led) pertaining to
the purchase of the land by James Milllkln fron Wm. Braden on which he later
bul1t hls honestead.. He ra-s relnrted as having paid tiro thousand two hun-
dred. dollars cash for the proper+-y.

"In the early sunmer of 1875 work ras begun on the house. The brlek work
was d"one by Fllchael Troutman, a resldent of Decatur and a mason by trade. The
carpentry xork xas d.one by t{i1Is and Harry.....No reeord. of an architect be-

..'ing enployed ras fouad, although it has been said that the house is an out-
standing example of j-ts klni of archltecture. n -. :.

"Sone possibilltiEs that explain.the origin of the d.esign are as fol1ows.
It might Lave sinpli leea construeted, follor,rlng designs picked out fron con-
structlon books. In Albert Taylor's book on the 1lfe of James }Ill11kln he
mentioas that before building the house, the Mllllkins traveled. extensively
and took every opportunlty to lnspeet notable and artlstic hones and. bulldlngs.
Taylor also aentions that rhen he visited Mr. Hilllkints father's hone in
Clarkstorn (Ten I{11e) Pennsylvania, he found that home (trict also) Iaid, out
similar to Janes l{il11klnrs horae ln Decatur rlth a eentral ha11 runnlng west
to east iiith a front aorth and south parlor and sinilar roons above then
running off a central half. He even reported, that there Has a flreplace in
the fatherrs hore 1lke the fireplaee ln the central hall in ltlllliklnrs hone
in Decatur..... Also, a fer years after the Mlllikla honestead. was bullt H. iC,

H111 purehased sone land froa James Hllllkln and. just one hundred. yards away
fron tbe Fli11lkln hone, proceeded, to erect a house and stable quite sinilar
in arehitecture to the }tl11lkin buildlnes, the on1y dlfference being the lack
of the eentral cupola. Even the tile ilesl$r of the roof ras the s&Eleo H. lI,
II111 was a farser rho sud.d.enly became rieh rith h5.s invention of the ring for
a hogis nose, and a,s the. story goes, he wanted to lnove that anyone could have
a house 1lke tr{lIllki-nrsr rhich at the tlne ras being ca11ed the fj-nest s}anslon
ln that part of the state."

In 18?6
In 1909
In 1913

?resent 0r*ner's Nauer

the recorded value of the house ras $81000.
at the death of James l{lllikin $ 451000.
at the d,eath of Aqna B. Hi1liftrn $1001000.

(See reverse slde)
Flillikin Un5-versity.
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Resources tW Barber, Ireslle
The Hlstorlan's

H.
Contribution to Connunity !:=-= :=r=-.ion

Local His-
tory Roon
Decatur
Pub1lc
Library

0utdoor fllinois,

and Development.
The MiTlikin Honesteq{, De'catur, I1'1inois.
@, for class requireeents ic: a
public affairs" course leading to.a naster!= {€gr-.

No.renber, 
_!?73 .isgug, pub]lshed 3?A 'S i , ![ala St. r

Cover picture and artlele, pp 25-28, by Pa'.iL i.
Sprague, (Pages attached")t
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"ff one Here s-==::i::n; i:: a *u.rpica1 mansion of iie -:--'. -::-:

better coul-d be i:,:l: --'::-1*- --.-1 .iil-likin home. Two ani z :-=-: :::r-::

high and buii+" of :a: ::-:i:, --nis house hassuch cne.rac-..e:'::-:: :: .

late Ylctori-an re='ie::3 =-.s -;l-l-, narrow windors with wh1--:-=:::n :::s i

ta1l , spacicus verz:-:s x'--:: ianciful woorl trlm; wide si,c.: :--::E: i

1ow pitched nansari ::ai , a:ii. r that most d.istinguishing cha:-:--:--'::-:

of all , the nansariel :.::cia r-om.inating the facad.e ani- decc:.::- ;------

bu}I ts eye windors i:^: a:i crnate cast-i-ron cresting."

Drury, John, 01d lllinc.1s -i---:-=,

Origlnal Publications ci --:-: I- -'-::."

State Historical Socie-,y, S;:.--=;-:-:,

1948.
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Aprl1 12, 1932

I{to ZLon PresbSrterlan Chureh, Mt, Zi.on,
Mto Zlon unlt, l*lacon Oounty ErtensloR,

Rel Slte of Uamlage of Anna Aston and

*4".L lt' 6';"6at41t "**nntofr/lal----lddt-

I11lno1s
Decatur, i111::1s

Japes M1111i1n

ffi;"prue! fuhW
Jarnes Ml1}lkln Homestead, Inc., Decatur, Illlnois -

Fr.om: 
' ' -- --- -- ' 

fiA*-^t'A*rrza'1"-
Maxlne Jackson Kyle g-

rn the offLee of the Haeon county Recorder of Deedsr heaE-r!,fLllnois, 1n Book 15, on page Sg4, lt appears that
EattLe B. Astor ei a1 sold EO acres, 0eto 1, 1864:

East half, scutheast querter,
seetlon 36, townshlp 16 north,
range 2, east.

The Martln Hyers EiqEory of }lt. zl-on presbyterl.an cL,':ret.Mt. Zlon, fillnol ithe eaII of that church in 1BSS and bought gO acres
northwest of the v111age.

Dr. Albert raylor t s tlfq of Jnmes Mtl1lkln statas that rL:e
Aston famlly settled of Ht. Z1:n. }..Tay}or refers to Hrs. l{llliklnrs moilrer as Eetty Baliiett
Aston.

The l{lstory of ilacon courty 19?6 states that the Reverendv---------tt

MFo Aston-bought ilo acres nonthwest of the vlIrage, sllrinear Turpln stetlonr
the ilov. 27, 1856, lssue of Illlnols
Deoatur weekly newspaper,
Nov. 17, 1856r at hls home

The land of the forementloned regar desenlptlor 1s north-west of llt' zlon, near Turpln statlon, and.-clocks epprod-mately three mlles southeest of Deoatur, although t[e o1d.gt,r zlon-gssatur road of the pre*take Decatur eia ras aroutlng somewhat dlfferent from the present one.

The r111noLs state chronlsle prlnted 1n 1ts Jqnr r, lg5?,lssu hladlng oi Marrled., flie
namLages, one of whlch was!EOn the Lst at 4 p.m, by the Rey. E. r.

Thayer at the resldence of l{rs. Astcn
1n thls eor:nty'MF. Jarnes Mlt-llkln of
Danv11le, flIr, to Misg Anna Br Astoaof thts eounty.n

states that Rev. S. lJ. i-.:::- :1:e
three ml1ee southeast :i lees:..i.].

a

O



The land of the fcren.eniioned legal deserlptlon can be
reached today by e number of roadso perh.aps the
slrnplest d.lrectlon so'*ld be:

Decatur tc Elwln on Rt. Eli *
" east on El:rln-i{to Zlon roed to Turptn road;

north or Turpln road to Tur.pln statlon and
across r.allroad track to lntersectlon of
Harryland roado

The former Aston land ls bounded on the south by
Harryland road and on the rest by furptn roado ft 1s
now olrn.ed-!y Faye I:lcer, a ll11ilkln Universliy al.a:rra,
class of ]924, as a pa=t of the present Hooper farm;it hes
been 1n the Eooper ianl1y slnse 1891 nhen lt sas p.arcr.ased.
by ttrllllem Jr Eooper. Eis great*gr:andnleee, wanda slnpsca,ld1l1lkln unlverslty arurnna, elass of 1g4s, and. Faye Eooperreslde on the Eooper farm. A grandson, M1l11kln a]-.:snus
elass of 1935, H11son iloooer, and hls wlfe pat 1lve oir
another part of the ferm.

Faye }loopen seys that the Aston
near the Harryland road. ln vrhat

farralrouse probably ras
is now open fleId.

#

Some Mt. Zlon Remlnders

The Mar.tln Myers i{lstoly of M}:_Zlon- pnesbyterlan Chureh
remlnds that Anna enC .ienes her
father, Rev. S. td. Asion, the lerge, stalned glass rlndor
on the north waII of the ehurch edlflee whlch was destroyedby flre Mareh 11, 1951.

Dr. Taylorts llfe sf. Janes Mtll1k1n relates an aceount of a
llsht burglar: e Street home, araltng
Mr. Ml1ltkln at revolver pc!-nt. rn countlng hts ioss the
next mornlng, Mr. Ml11lkln found 4g cents had. been taken
from hl.s pants pocket. The Taylor aecount includ.es that fr:oMl11lkln was amused later to recelve e smaLl purse fron hls
Mt* Zlon f::lends; 1t enclosed 4g centsg

Russell Broughton of Ht. zLon, veteran farmer of furpln
statlon area, says that he reoalls hls wlfets father, the
late charlle scott, speaklng of the land of the abovt legar
deserlptlon ln oonneetlon wlth Jlm MtlLlkln, as he referied
to him. Mr. Scott I s f arm qas near the former Aston farra.

#

* Turpln road. and E1r1fl-Htr zlon road junctlon 1s marked byan overhead. cautlon I1ght.

t
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Decatur's ]arnes Millihin Mansion
Famous Illinois Archit"cture: VII

ffiy Pau}. H" $pragu*
PhotojrapLs by the Author

Washington College. In 1848 he mov-

ed to Danville, Illinois, where he en-

gaged in the livestock business. In
1860, four years after moving on to
Decatur, he organized a bank in his
name, and thereafter made that city his

permanent home, dfng there in 1909

at the age of 82.

The moet extensire of his manv phii'

anthropic actirities during his later

vears lvas the founding bv him in i9CCi

of the James i\lillikin Universitv at De-

catur, \\'hich no\\' o\\'ns his former resi-

dence.
N'lillikin's mansion is basicalh' a

tolvered Italianate residence of a tvpe

Ptge25

-l-HE LARGE vIC'i c[iiAI\,I mans-
I ion at the corner of Pine and

il{ain Srreets in Decatur was built in
1876 for James N'Iillikin, reputedly the
s.ealthiest man in Macon County at

that time.
I\fillikin lvas born in rvestern Fen-

nsylvania in 1827 and educated at

Nowrorn, 1973
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I-OOKING SOU?flItrESf ftom the gates, ilesigaed bg;t.hV Mo1i9.y, ltlah.ateg or Walter Aurbg" Critfin, ai.d, whicit
elate to Millikin Place resiilential d,eodloptnint'obout lSOg.

ular during the l86Os; hou'ever,
high mansard roof of the tower,

ved from the Erench Second Em.
stlle, makes,ihe house something

r composite of the tvuo. But what-
'its exact nomenclature, the import-
thing is that ir is in large degree un
inal nineteenth - century style, one
does not trv to reproduce an his.

cal protorvpe either'in composition,
:assinq or detaii. At the sa$!e tirne fh€

gn hangs together in unity by vir-
of its complex composition, varied
rs and materials, and involved dec.
ile details.

- : i :. :. i- i lt.1: rr-rr' qa<t, sftO-:o* fh+
-:-- --.-. ;::15 i;1:,,1, ihe iritriCGfe

:-..- - .. -, ,-;,.i

SIAiRCASE, showing art glass t
rich ond sens?/ous in the elesait capl
The tresco is not in the stgle ol thi
European origin,

- -it .\'

Cu'r+t:{te ll-rrNors



. SUPERBLY 0RNATE, gd uith d
clcssic simplicitg is this lireplace in a
roorrL orL the twrtheast corner,

FIREPLACE in a roorn at the south'
esst corner o! the mottsian.

STILL ANOTHER fireplo,ce, in the

i#H"{ffi fiul":" 
y#"#'m,;* " 

-

Although derived ultimateh' ftom
European ciassicism, the building is

composec{ and planned at least in part
,;3,rrding tu thc prirrciplcs , -:* *-

the extc'rior r'r'hile inside ii.ie ri'.'rt.. , - :

*ffi1": 
*fflll, .-; Hffiffif,8.ti,..'car.ls.n.,thilldesign.rl:cr,|:Ii:._i:,FTffi,:i,;ll:.T;.:i1.;l.::i,i:J:,''i.,;....':F.-.'ffi:

?HsMA}islaN,uieu:ed'oniiet,':.,,.::...iI'1;]ij]'1"i.Eil#.*--=..:---

Page 2?Nor=,rrsrn, 1973
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SIDE of the house, shouing the stoircate
n olcss.

iaics. The glass in the
:overed b"y r.,r,indow
staircase is rich and
is even a fresco-but

o[ the house and pos-
: origin-in the ceiling
The carved omamen-

ireplaces, q,hether in
is especiallv interesting

that highlv original
rular during the seven-

F-ROM IIYSIDE, eloseup shoros ihe delieate trw.ag hr the
art glass.

000. The propertv, rvhich has 660 feet
of frontage on West h4ain Street and
350 fect on Pine Street, u,as bought in
I862 {:r'om Liaptain David Allen for 92,-
200. 'l'hc hai:rr: N{r. &lilliknr Luilt orig-
inaliv rost $18,000, btrt many improve-
ments ]ater rrrere made on the interior
r,vhile the exterior always has remained
practicallv the same. Extensive land-
scaPing: rvas done, and the latun was
ii;,., ,lrc.-l ,:., the r'r,r:1,,.,r",:iln'l ir:
thc l '.,."

The fulillikin House is, in short, no
ordinarv du,elling just as its owner was
no ortlinarv person. Its verv high qual-

itv in everv respect indicates that its
unknoq'n architect n,as of the first ranL.
The tlillikin Flouse is certainly one of
the more prominent buildings in the
srate bt;th from a qualitative standpoint
and bv virtue of the prominence of its
original o\rl,ner. When tr visited the
house in D7A it was standing vacant
and its future u,as in doubt. Will we
soon lose another important monument
in IlJi,"r,'i,.' rl,.r.indlinc crrlttrral heritaqe?

Briruocnepny
Nelson, W., ed, "Citg of Deeatut and

Macon Countg"" 1I, 5.

ffi
Ourt>oon fu.r,rxors

ngld conven-
tifs.

siclcnce, as it
ikin over S-15,-



SECOND EMPIRE IBTO-I895

Characteristic s r

8. high mansard roofb. curb around top of visible
slopes

e, waLl and roof dormers ofvarious shapesd. chimneys are important ele-
ments in the upper part
of the building and areclassically detailed
ta11
boldly modeled
three dlmensional effeet

James Millikin Home ('-,"7:
125 North Pine

The Mlllikin Manslon is a very good example of
second Empire architecture, although it does have so,e
hints of the earrler rtalianate period. The tower, which
dominates the facade has the high mansard roof with
eircuLar dormers protruding from it. The structure istall, as lt ls initially raised above ground Ievel, andtravels to armost four eomplete stories in the tower
level. rhe detalllng is bold, and lts contrasting
ltght color accentuates this a*ogant modeling. Thedlstlnct elements or sections of the house (i,e., tower,
porch, bay wlndow, balcony, and pediment features

I

f,lankeng tower) glve an overall three dimensional
effect.

:t
dr.

a

f,
o6.



r.;,*:. Iiiirois, llonday, Octol:er o. 19;;

lour of Millikin ljsmesteed Shows

DECATUR HERALO

tsve d

"!Ye hope io pu: ::.:r: ba:r
in." she saic.

Knorvn as La:: -.r-s c,: ::e a::s,
Lhe Millikins ar:-.::.', \ic::i
everiT oppo-Jn-:" :'. ],r,i; a:
painting and s:atuar1.

Rounded n:cnes ri'ere cut into
hallways arc nest to s'indori's
to provide dispia5 ii,f statues.
And even tie siarrri'als had
art. Painted on ihe secr:rd flc"tr
ceiling abore the s:airriells 1s a
fresco denictlng several
cupids.

Mrs. Robert C. Schaub Jr.,
restoraticn proiect chairman.
for Junior \i-eIfare. said the
home cost 518.000 rlhen it was
built in 1875.

"By the time l{r. N{illikin
died in 1909. the home rvas
worth $45.0ti0 and u'hen his uife
died in 1913, the house and its
furnishings lvere valued at
$100.000," she said.

"With the value of this land
today you'd have to sal it
would run into the miliions oi
dollars to duplicale th;s
home.

"But the imPr,rtar,t lf..n--- t,r
ren'iember is thai r-oii :e:.ll-i
couldn't duplicaie ii :cr:.i . 1''.:
just can t find peop'e .'ro r'.j.:
do lhe piaster ti r'f i' o' ::^"
carving. "

Over the nerl t .', i, cr :: :e
1'ears. she sairi. Juri;r \"'e.'r-e
hopes tc relun: j.:. ::.e . :r
ri-irh auther:'rc :-;:.::-:e, :..:-
rors. f;Sures, c..tr-s ,.: ;1-:.-
'linoc

,,I't".1 Sr.11.e r'.'='.. j: j : -:-
port. ' s:.: sai,:

E*ow Betfen E*alf

, horv the better half used to
lile.

The site was the 100-year*1d

''If rou look closely at the
fireplace you'11 see the date
1865 inscribed in it," ]lrs.
James Romano was teliing the
g:oup in the north parlor.

The fireplace, she said, was
::'anspor,eC from the Miilikins'
ccttage a few blocks alvay and

-:stalled- in their new home,
.{ large mirrol hung on the

r,:,cm's north wall between tu'o
ii.ldorvs.

"\\'e riidn't even know it was
:here.'' she said. "The Decatur
.{rt institute (which occupied
:te honre for several years t

rad built a fake wall in front of
1:.

"The same thing had hap-
iened or:t in the hallwa-v. Thel'
:ad boxed in a beautiful
f ireplace. "

But the fake tvalls. old
p-aster and layers of duil paint
:'.e.e gone Sundar,. and those
',',ho rialked through could see

tre ornate detail in the
fireplaces aud mantles that
decorate neariv everv
ro0m.

"Oh. this is really
srmething." one \rcnan said to
herself as she lookeC up the
stairu'ell to a ianding rvhere
sunlight u'as flowing in through
three rounded u'indow
panes.' -{t one time ali the Panes,
lrke t]:e ones on top. rvere
siained 91ass. a Junjor Weifare
rnember erpiaineci.

Plaur glass \l'as installed
afte: a thref uas caught runn-
:rg a',iat from the home rvith
the s:airec glass i'''inCotls.

fl



Reassess Millikin llome Use?
To the Editor:

When I came to Decatur in
1937 there was nothing for the
artist. ?o meet that need the
Barn Colony Artists group was
formed. We were thin oitered
the use of the barn studio bacli
of the James Millikin home.

, We. met every Monday for
orawlng and painting, Over the
years many have belonged toour group. Our influenCe has
been .widespread, Today De_
catur is.now art conscioui. As a
resuit there are three local ari
,extibik each year, including the
brg. dolyntown Art Fajr coiring
up in September. Numerous art
:lr"-sel provide ample oppor-
runrty tbr :tudv.

.. We- outgreu.the first floor of
me old barn and the Decatur Art
uenter permitted us to move to
the second floor. We cleaned it
up. put in a criling, Iights, and a
space heater. Just right for our
grorvulg group. We stayed there
unrrl a chaflge in ownership took
place.

^ 
\\'!:n the art collection of theArt U-enter was turned over to

rne turkland Fine Arts Center
.the.university took control of the
iulLlllsn property. Soon after, we

artists Rere asherl :t ;!,re :,*.
The universit]' pl::; 66 -.t, --the hom€ for sei:i:ET di-
study groups. St. Teresa irjerEC
us a temporary ho;ne j.r,: :x,;
years and $,e noir meei L: a
storeroom downtoun. \Te a;r
not Jarge.and meetiag the rent $
a contlnulng problem.

.The will of Mrs. Mi-llikin pro,
vides that.her home was aiwiys
to be used as a :enter for erit_
tural activities. To my knowl-
edge this is not being ione and
as far as I know the barn studio
whtch ,we fixed up at our ex-
pense.has ne,ver boen used, We
couto. have been meeting there
all this time.

Perhaps it is time for the uni-

il,-,if, 'Jf,"ilH:'Hr'tlffi i,"*ix;
Bloup back to rhe old bain
wrucn was our home for .years.

Herman E. Jackson
Decatur

Ie]lers
To The

Editor
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THE DECATL'R Fr;'\ -rl,\

frILi President llag fJse Home

:--:ffi-r, 
"r': . !univeiBiiy spo[esmanseid

niversity F. -,,.*l l ,It::the board -decidis )

Rensvattoxa Consid er e d

uuirvErrurS luE #..} j4*]:J --,," -..^j.j".": 
,::'. lso

.MIIE-q hqrle into a residenue ]been heid in the Ku'kland t'ine 
i

BytoisM. Ir{oore 1 '?he Art Center gave up its ii.-"i:!-. : :'- -=' : ' 1 - -'
After consider.ation of psny Iresponsibility in iune, 1969- At ie:e:.:. -': ':

alternatives, the MilliL;n thattime' il'.was amounced.the T;.: r

University Board of frusteui-iiI center v,ould give,.its collectron |,"'..;:,= . . -.. .'.-
considering renovating 

-ira 
1"r 

paintings to ]\lillikin 
l i"' 'l; L:.- - , ,. , l

converting llg -gl+ JggE! , , Art, ci.asses.,ald.Sx,hlbttf I?u* I ,0.converting llg -g]t _J.aLttS Art classes and exniDtLs nave I c^
Millikin liornE-into*a*reilfr6frIe I been heid in the Kilkland Fine l'"'
ioiifriliffirity pr.iia.rt. , Arts Center si,ce its open- | _ At that t jr.re i: :::-: -=:.=:.

The university'i board rs ex- ling. lDecatur Park D.istr::t C:,-:--.-
'plcring costs of restolation a.nd | "According to a ne\4spaper lof Cc'mmerce Sta:e i ':---"""rlrrrEti* .t tt . Uulfaing wittr lstory of Jfne 5, 1969, exj,ibits I 

soci;.ty anr.i s9u;9 :. ::,::-.-:
architects, according 'to'"'ili,'r'J';JJ.'.Ti,-0,;';r,"i]i; :f,1'11'i i#;il;ic ;;;.-;;';rj;;;i;";.
unirersity spokesman. lntittif ;n honre since i920. I FroPorty rvhile i li,-'vi,-;. t,he- 

ffr. toLiir u*p..t.a to make I fn. ntittit in boai'd of tnrstecs I ur:iversjty of tl,3 1'::prriibiiii!'
a decision at its },Iay fZ mceting I has expiored nrany possibie uses I 

ofrnaintainin; it'
inii;;il. ' ' -lror ti,i nritaini'"l l4ain andi r The Dgc.alur.communityl hasinn".atrr. "ltor tire huilding 

"ai lfain andl I :The Decatur.comrnunity, has

. The house is unoccupied at theiPine streets. ')\ .. 
l llpre*ed mterest m preservug

orcsent. It last was uied as the I At one time it considercd l the 'nome - Decause, ot lts
beeatur Art Center. I cortverting the home' of ihe llh-f.1qt ,,Idue ang urique

afC$mCtEfe"r"l,.^ r'ir"r:'
. 1: ,'. * ,|. :i:,' .:.1. 'j.,. - - ' : - -' J*4tui^. :r:; ll Commirce onqe , considered ' it

ay'lrzls pLtrArr-TR HERALtr, [y,r*,J*HiuTi,ffi#*:iJtiJl-,.:1

-

Reitoratfion Agreement. ldBylaisiu.Moore ll Millikin ietairx owner.hin.,riT ' a: 
-: 

-i:ij:ii]!'1' 'l lunivgr-sity-spo]<9s1-t41 $id-'. ' 
-

By IaEM. Moore I I Miilit io ietains ownershin of
Jurior Welfare Association of I I the property, l* current p'tans

Decah' and the Mitlikin I I call for various iypes of com-mpigffillffiffi{ffi,*ffiilry*
.:-,-:-.1= ri t\Ir. and. . . t--.:.j:r. ,ro *. flfl". r I will be plar'r:ing a

::.. :...,:at:on of the" fo-- 
-,, -" I Illioanomelcrrne unlversrty's I lprasen: !i,t-r:i,' ,,_i:. ;-

. :- .- -: ri ]lr. ,no Tf"t ,l ;unlor. welfare Association l lr.tluunr- ih;-;;;",lt- , , .

. .. l_..:,-.,.. rm i'.r. ili"" I I will be plar.r:ing a series of.ac- i _The Dccatur Chamber of r:'1.1.t*t 
ll tiuiti..'and evlnts rhat iriil L'u Ccr,imeic;--;uo 

-rr.. "'.0*l 'i'i:: c>.r .

| 1 open to ttre public, starting this.ij sidered it for offices but r re- fr",}' 'ilhome ryouc De relartr . :

li| "l ,4.. j.er.u*gnt l [ 
summer. ' 

r l jtsi:a the idea because ot pro- [i i:ill fea-tdtts^zuth-t-* ,

I I open ro rne puDIIc, startmg thisll sidered it for offices but r re-. F ';1' 'ilnome ryorrrq Be relaltr
e;-{s of the agreementif summer. -.} ' ;jecteaitreioeaue.iuieotnio-i,;:ril featuressJ€h asst+
E.-,:rle p&lic wednesdayll Boardsof bothorganizatio*l;hibitivecosts. , ' 

l,a,,nlleplae-€s'aisoEouldri?,

F * =,:T:..ri,,1,1r iI ;x''.:'tiJ 
:ffi* 

il*d;#iiru, f'*f;*mmimq i' "r'|l*6*",'ry J;-" :.: ;j-,ersirv wtrr I fi..[dj. ,riir, ur"rrr;ffi;:: l;;j"ilr,#"_rriTffi*i], ,),.j..-11.- 
.

---,_ 
i.-liultjtv_to,rI ment being made ., il:i-'.i Iiil';;,:Jro'd'rirro 0,, *hich r];e ,-; .. ..llli', : Cj,'

peirs Suqb as mot" [1 21i.
. - - 

-._=t ^.IlH*l Lti,. land was purchased byj:--. : ioL wi]l.-T I Mr. Millikin in raOZ. The house
. ,.._-l*ing,l was built-in razo. ttti.-t.-fiiJ 

I

,'':.*'auF I rrorertl{:i,T::1y.,:'::":lnu.v-,i. ,: 
--:: ,, , I "d 

to the universjiy ia t9a2... : .: "ireed-to I f,te house was'last-use:rreeu.ro I The house was last.used as- - . : : ] -l tol I the Deeatur Art Ce,rier, butarc:: .of I was closed when Kirkland'Fine. -- : jj.-:ajlcii of i *-ronr.eo,t*,ho.r.riii..,ii'-ll.lll t0acttve.i)'sae.:::l'--,::-.: -:

- i: ji.io l{ The garage at one time rvas
b^-"- 

^^l ------ .- : :-r. '.',irh ll usea uy itre Barn co1on1, f 
ptf,.fi,, - ,- _-. ur il Arltsts. I

n thell I

iliifdn ll The house was. converted IrlI temporarily into a hospit:l l: 'rerrlporarlty mro a I0spttai i0 I:.a J-.--_i \,i-::
cere fcr victims 0f Lhe 19ia fli :: s*:: _'i -i.:: :,
t pi Je mic.

a .-,:-,:: :L
Iianr'-possibilities ha.,'e b;;:r - , .- ;.-..:: _. - j i--c l;- j :-,.1pg-larp{- 66a treac ^t .h"
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DECATUR SUNDAY HERALD AND REVIEW

Oufbreok in l9l8 51 ir la .*

FIu Eprdemic City's Largest
Illness, too, has its :1"-: -

lhe history of Decatw.
Perhaps most rernem::-=: -s

the 1918 flu ePidemic.

IlC. D-gcatur .{r'I C : : . = :
becams a uBl,erb,s: --':':-
ffixgre. A quara:: -: - ':
ordered bY Commissiole: 

":':F. Mattes. commlssic:a- ::
Health anC Safeti'. to i:.:'-'. ':i
further spread of ihe i:s=:.': .-:

There were to be :.: ::--:-
services or gatherul5s c: ::;
nature. All chiidren :re:e :,1 :?-
main on thet home c:e--:es
and not mingle rri& c - -::::
from other homes.

lspiid aPd-uoreue.
It was plqrsldiaro-sgl:s: :l

or--l&ililEJaUer. .{bo= a

dozen women cleaned uF :::
house which had been star':.-:

i vacant sinee the death o{ l"-
iMillikin in 1913.

i While the ePidemic li'-'+:
ithrough earlY 1919. there x-e-
, seldom less than 55 Patle-is
: receiving care.
, Volunteer crews Forkei 'l+-

how stretches but as lime re::
on theY became more ciifl;::
to get"

For victims of the ePlderr:r.
the basement was turned irio a

morgue to hold tne bodies :e:'l-
porarily.

According to one nerrya?€r
ciipping, two firemen car:e
r1i-8r each morning to taie
rders for food ior Patielts.

One of the Patients, an irine;'
::l prracher, stayed on to heiP
,i:ei he reeovered.

loctors and nurses irorkei
r"= :t:le rest betqeen hours on
: -::. ,

I One igts newspaikl :-x'---? il

I reoorted 1,000 out :: : : n

I cUitareu absent toor. -ri : :': l

I because of illness'
i ttre rrld. Jepsr-Ilillji;.=;-:;s*,
lrnnm nnw nnlv for i[s ';;: --..

th -i-.]#PW#.,:*f
Dcctor,nurs€ took proiective measures in flu epidemie.

[]

r

the city.
The quarantine iss';;j -': l-::

12, 1918, "closed sc: : :'-3.
theaters, biiliard rot,=: -:
dance halls."


