LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DECATUR - CONSENSUS MARCH 29, 1978

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The League of Women Voters of Decatur, after studying the several
possible alternative forms of city government, finds that the Council -~ Manager
form of government is the best for the city of Decatur.

Council - Manager government provides the professionalism and administrative
capabilities not as likely to be found under other forms. Because the city of
Decatur is in many ways similar to a big business, it needs to be governed in

elected
an ecomomie and efficient way. By separating the policy making body, the council,
from the administrative body, the appointed manager and staff, Council - Manager
government provides balance between leadership and management.

Modifications can be made to Council - Manager government if desired., With
citizen participation, some adaptations might be adopted to fit particular
local needs and conditions. For example, the size of the council could be
larger, it could be elected on a partisan basis, and it could be elected by
districts or wards., None of these changes would affect the basic form, whereby

the council designs the policies and programs for the city, to be carried out

by a trained and experienced manager in charge of operations of the city.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur, after study, has found that the
Home Rule power of the city of Decatur, granted by the 1970 Constitution of
Illincis, has not been misused. Rather, the council has been cautious in use
of the Home Rule power, and careful to seek the community's specific needss
The Home Rule power should be retained, in order that the local citizens can
find the solutions to their own local problems, and not be dependent on the

Il1linois legislative actione
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CONSENSUS QUESTIONS - FINANCING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT Nov 12, 1980

1. Would the property tax be improved by: 5éuu%&”““*
«Reducing the number of exemption programs?ﬁuw-'a’ /QLL[

(- Adding exemption programs? e«

¢ Increasing reliance on the circuit breaker%?gaaMwu.auu G
Reducing reliance on the circuit breaker?

£ Providing adequate support for assessment tools?‘?é,

é Other?

2. Would the sales tax be improved by: Oikmu)ﬁwwwb““
Continuing the phase out of the tax on food and medicines? %=
Exempting other items? <o
Extending the tax to services? (specify which services) —«—
Continuing, increasing or decreasing use of selective sales taxes?
Other?

\

3. Would the income tax be improved by: v
Increasing the standard exemption? %< s
Indexing the tax? _, /Q
Other?

D C/A'C'/V‘V‘-/

L. Revenue growth for local governments should come from:
Property tax. _—on pioued Grrtedmects
o~ Sales tax. o
Income tax.

Other./WWul AR 22 GO }Ooubxu/o—fzb

Revenue growth for state government should come from:
,, Sales tax. ot opecgy
" Tncome tax. - oU}u¢uJ

Other.

5. Could the Illinois tax structure be made more fair by shifting tax burden:

Relieve the local property tax by:

Increasing the state sales tax? - = ace

Increasing the local sales tax? o

Jdncreasing the income tax? :

Allow1ng local governments to ]evy an income tax? oérv

Expanding the use of fees charged ‘directly to users of puleG%%Z;VJ‘3<
Other?

Relieve the sales tax by:
Increasing relicance on the property tax? o

Other? s
WW—@«»MWL
Relieve the state income tax by:
Increasing reliance on the property tax? —«—°

Increasing the sales tax? 4 o
Other?
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CONSENSUS QUESTIONS - FINANCING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

LWV OF L)@ -~ ({/Z(/I
Number of Members 44J2;§$—65i7 Number of members participating /¢

CONSENSUS DUE MARCH 1, 1981.
RETURN TO: LWV OF.ILLINOIS, 67 EAST MADISON.STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603.

IMPORTANT: Under the "comments" sections following each question, please state the
reasons your members favor the position they took. It is important for the state board
to understand what the concerns of your League members are when developing a position
and taking action . in. future years.

1. Would the property tax be improved by:
Reducing the number of exemption programs? A94b
Adding exemption . programs?
Increasing reliance on the circuit breaker? /LQAbw i {(
Reducing reliance on the circuit breaker?
Providing adequate support for assessment tools? y;,g
Other?

COMMENTS {)L;UY/;(21J7 ﬂ)jb{;7L4:é)7 o TZk/éikz{;7 éba/v?t;7 ZLlé, 1%14/7117;:Z¢;¥b’

‘L) ﬂ/é/éf/j el é*&u Mw z ,',Z((,‘_/Z:.J:w )
55, V(/K/ oéwyé( > (e D 7 m‘/(/c.fym_/ 7 Zév/ W/-}a«f&%
;4;A£2ﬁ¥%24/ilﬁmhd éu%u«/é;/7 /Lﬁ/é;AD

2. Would the sales tax be improved by: v
Continuing the phase out of the tax on food and medicines? éj%o
Exempting other items? 0

Extending the tax to services? (specify wh1ch services) A0 = .

Continuing, increasing, or decreasing use of selective sales taxes? (J@A/[bw¢aut,,ﬁ

Other? b
COMMENTS:

-over-



CONSENSUS QUESTIONS - FINANCING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

3. Would the income.tax be improved by:

Increasing the standard exemption? /Vo
Indexing the tax? _z¢
Other?

COMMENTS'.{/-[J 4,0,,/%'&(/&% J/ ék 2 (/L/GZ t//l/c/e“v»\_ﬁ &VMJ ¥
Vo orse o) //ZZ/ 4(,%/17/9;7 /W

4. Revenue growth for local governments should come from:

Property tax. )/j// Ll WV/MWJ e g el f..‘v/cz/v;éﬁ/vpéa
Sales Tax. _z-p

Income Tax. 2~k Lf,/'é, > 4
Other. 7 ) =y
&5 G en 2 a7w’£/ ) walg loy

Revenue growth for state government should come from:

Sales tax. Y/
Income tax. /w
Other.

COMMENTS :

LWV OF




CONSENSUS QUESTIONS - FINANCING STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

5. Could the Illinois tax structure be made more fair by shifting tax burdens?

Relieve the.local.property tax by:

Increasing the. state sales tax?

Increasing the.local sales tax?

Increasing the.income tax?

Allowing local governments to levy an income tax? .=zon< bvuzi/uvq/#‘ ,
Expanding the use of fees charged directly to users of public services? / v1<»u4é{>
Other?

Relieve the sales tax by:

Increasing the state income tax? f/r3424;%L{L
7

Other?

Relieve the state income tax by:
Increasing reliance on the property tax? Ao

/{i = .
Increasing the sales tax? s ﬂ & AN
Other? s véku( / A—«a) U / N /wa nAle

COMMENTS:

(Please keep duplicate copy of these consensus sheets for your files.)
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A

b Revenue growth for state government should come from:
Sales tax.

Income tax.

Other.
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Relieve the local property tax by:

a Increasing the state sales tax?

5 Increasing the local sales tax?

¢ Increasing the income tax?

d Allowing local governments to levy an income tax?

e Expanding the use of fees chargded directly to users of public service
Other?

Relieve the sales tax by:
£ Increasing relicance on the property tax?
Other?

Relieve the state income tax by:
9 Increasing reliance on the property tax?
K° Increasing the sales tax?

Other?
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