
Reeis:
Macon c"*;;.ii;:;i;?.3":s#liffg 

councrr

AddresEr 400 N.
Deeatur
School.

Franklir S:ree:
Hlgh Schc;- - t-

lute of original constructicn:

]iane sf ,original ormer: )ecaiu:
Anong the rnany att*"ho"n*,

i?57, re-naned Stephen Deeatur High

1?l-.
^.;illr:" _!f ^t?51 (north end of builc_rnsT & I9&0 (Ki.nin"" CyrI. --

iubiic Schocl Dlstrict #61.

Jan.

Feb,
Feb.
Feb.
Aug.

Board.

::' :::: ffiffi"Lil",;,xi,:rfff"co1unn, chapter 5 :,13, tgT4 Dec:

1!, tgz+ tr;iE reYLen, E. B. Hit";;;;iJ'"oru*rr, chapt::. ":zgi ili+ ieviex, E. B. Hit"rr"""i,J Il.urr,, 
"r="pt"i 

,i.$: ;s;; ffi"ffi _r',1;,1"J:*jjf;;, :;l,il "ii-*i;i,=.iiiel. sci i";;;;=;:;.:*o"*'s colunn, Beca-,r:"
,.?f Tu"3rioffirffiffiffirPs,
,"]l ]^ 

te}e -;ryi 
$f,:i""t'Tl"s. Brooks as arehitect ror ner7971-!9\2 Annua]-.Re:.r;-;; Board. of Education:

PP 33, 39
PP 96, 103
p_r 1I1, 114

16, 18, lglt
12, tgzg
18, 7933
20, tg33
17, tg33
21, tg32

ffiffi". ff3iT:i::,:' D.H.s.

H *""1g - eaiiori.i--'iu*ry lJ. Frene:.

ffi ffi "oi;.n' 
rueter"rolrmn.

l|ih"j;.ir. Coonradt _ D.H.s. teacher and Deca__::r
0bit, I'lrs. Lucy H. Ne1son.HeraLd, "Letrs Talk ft gver,, column.Heral4, obit. Gay Klntner.Herald, Dedicatin;ffi, ;il';.;:3lrl;."iil. n. t.

lrloy.
June
0ct.
Oct.
0ct.
Feb.

Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Nov.
0et.

20*./,
1,

76,
!7,
18,

1934
7934
7960
l-975
1975
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Decotur High School in 1896. when it wos ot 520 Ecst
ond Broodwoy.

.I
asa

DECATUffi E=+IGFi SCE-J CCL
HAS LGNG HISTORY

by Jomes M. Dedmon
Decaturrs first hlgh schooln

.-ri? rrost Of the other schools,
:::s;.sted of a serles of addl-
r-::s to the ortglnal bulldln6.

T:.e f irst Decatur !trlgh Sehoolo
-:.:ch was truly a high 6chool,
- - bulit at 520 E. I,lorth St.,
-- ',he eorner of E, North and
:::;dway. It was erected ln
.: .j-69 and esnslsted of five
=:..rcl rooms, a recltatlon
::":ir a llbrary and an offleen
-:":: rooms were added ln 1892
;.: six msre ln 1895. _It is
' : - : JIy mentloned ln the School
: -,id report 0f 1900-190? as
:-:.rilntng 13 school rooms, a
.. iary, tn offico for tlro prln-
;;ii, lrn otflce tor the super-

- la::ent and had the capaclty
:1 seatlng ?00 puplls atslngle

\i hat litile ,,hlgh sehoolr
; : : : aUon prlor to thls thai there
- -, was held ln the ((Blg

3:::kr" located where 8..4",

GaLstman School ls today. Thls
vas ln 1862. Tne nerl year,
thts part was moved lnlo Lhe
basement ol the Bapilst Chu!cb,
on the northeast corner ol
Wllltanr and Water streets.

Aecordlng to a report ol tlat
ttrme, the flrst pari of Eecatur
liLgh 'id&$ the eenter eectlon of
th€ bufidlng shown above.

The flrst sesslons ln the
new buiiding were held in Sept-
elrnber, 1869, altho'.tgh the llrst
graduailng cle€s is llsted as ol
186?. Tte graduattonexerclses
took place ln ths Pawer's liali
on June 20, and the.
class of t6? consisied oi four
girls. They were Emme
tlunrrnel (Garver), Elaehel
Ilumme! (Bear), Altee ttober8
afld Emmaretta Wllliams (Hop-
kins).

In iE?i, the course ol study
was extended ln htgh school
frorrr ihree to iour years.

In i890, Decatur lllgh School
grrduated 36, and byl908rmr.rre
than 1C0 students were gra-
duate,j.

Archie Davis, for years a
drugglst at the corner af W.
B1aln St" and Oakland Ave.,
wiren A.rchle Davls' DrugStore
\ruiis the "Corner" andtheplace
where X"olllllkln students gather-
ed for years, 6radua.ted from
Decatur lilgh School and played
on ths school's flrst faotba.U
team.

lvhen Docatur outgrew tjle
hl$h schoo!, a ne$I Qne was
buiit on Franklin and North
ln l9ll, The old bu[dlng be-
caine known as Departmental
and served as the 8th grade for
all Decatur 6chools. As junlor
hlgh schools were bullt. the

1' 1:. :€:::: a

,F1*;^--:j

1929 a:-.i';-
In the meanfl-o,e, tte

Decah:r Htgh Sctool, loilc
the trend of allDecatrrscts
had an addttou bnilt or.: to
1936 end agaln ln 1M0.

It remalaed '(Decahf
Schoolt'un$l 195? rhe;
name rlas cl'.airg.: :: S::::.
Decatut High Sci.oc., : =:: j :
tl:e trvo neu Lig.-. s : .-.. . -.., J,: ,

-{r'!hur and Els e:.i.: -
bul]t. But to al: ::.. :
It ls stliI Dec;t;jr:i;:

Steffi en f)t,r'.iti:r l'

iilid illustrlous l.::il- t'

letlcs, parttcularly !.n 1

balt, having von the Stit
ket'caii Torlrnar.::.: j: -: :--..:
They are tled *ltii several or

schools wltb tourEtles. Ba{
with tNs loag tradition, t
SttU have more 'rsci
splrlt,, thaa any of tbetr rrtofor
lellow members. .r'
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.-I als'' tlrt P-"{s)l)lL:t:'' ..
-'.-:lr',g in the cttY one g"-

-:'l:V Ot flle ilrttrrrLlf/d- -!-- - ' ' 
1':-..

- :,: creating a gelltral il:"': ''.''', t ' " . -..,-- ,J.."'-I-;feattngagcll(rdr|I.\-_-.r--,
' ::r 'trqh their manl' er"t -

. 'li'te't''

- ::r loved man' - : .-l

- :he High School' but it ii:.::' ' - '': ' ''.-l 
i ,.

- .: rhat time' as a nerv bu:1 1:: - :: ' 1 - :

,-:'i:e enougl'r to choose a Pi::'-:. '.
--"' nqrv brrilding \ves con 

" 
'-" : ' '

. :9119 and l9l1' n'crc add' : " . 
: '

.:.l:.Sy1vester'sdel.otiontohisZ...';...,...
,.:ling for Decatur, 1ed hin :' :'--r::l t-t t t ' 

: ,

-::lithingintolr.n,andbJ.ma.:]1-:'-,.'.:.'
. : r beit piece of lrork Th'- -': .' t - , ' - -.-

--:-::rastic in its prais" It ior;: '1-:;:' :'-'':' t"ttt'

'" erhibition ever held in the S:' - - ' - : :

' . -':rration lvas dedicated.bl' a- t""''' 
- 

: t''t''' t.t"' 
" '.- -:.:-'es by the representati\-es.'l: '-;ttt '-' , - - i ': - :-'

:::nJs' anJ acceprance b1 .t1-=:-' . '- . " '- ''

: t:e Art League'

:'., '-:-''1 
bright in coloring' digniit-1,::r-t:;..t:t::,-,:tt :t;..' 

"t,-a.::.-i:cant in its meaning' -vet iu1' -: :": :..r-r' t '\'- -'--'-

, :: ':plifts "ti" 
i"';'"' all ""ho 

ste ir' Tht:e aie fe ''i' 1ar:-

' . "tt 
o"tt]tit'l' which indu.ce a *-orshrpii:l spiri: bur n.ia:t1-

._ .,..or"rli'ifr"t'.ir"aing in the pre:en'e oi tl.Lis noble cre-

,. .,'naii !" b ; ;;' ;;'i':'t 
^.:^".*i. i:J ;?.'ij'J', J;l r^*

: :lre hqrrt -of .the 1t, '=t I1).t. 1"-.,,r of orirer.."

j.;.:s as{o the- leagnc 1.'.'.-t .- , 
-t t,t.tt, t, t,:,'.1

_, rdi 5 .l<r,

"' fifr; and Strt-r-'': -' "
_ _: 

i:( r (\i rrirr rrr !"- 
.

'-,1 -.rlrrll e\i'll"i'' :
' ::liL gelitl'1t s'\eLrr!"-

' ;t'ttinit-r'' and \lr' :'t ' ' -: - '

,. 
ti: 

i:::'r"tr-,"""J touch the hearts or otirers "

-: ' rr-rites as follorvs:
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'P:.':, r:ai);'. tl:tse nes S-r'lt'':': ' ':
1r-\p1;ih ari;.:.lselllel'lt an exiJanse o: l'1:'''-'. ' j' ':

:li.',1ufi:,,pon tl,e Illinois slrore.:';: j'
r:(al ri\rr to the soulll\\ard and ui<r :.

-\1:--. rrri arrd l,elond. Tt is late :rr :::'":
spr(ad harvesting stlggests the bo'lr':= -r: i:: :'i
t, ; :. 'tt'tr,:,:ti1y. '.\s tlre -ort i'iq '" - - -

, :l't rrtll cttf urced. Tlrc Llue .k1 . ' :: ' :

rrLe>. and driails lllat are rclr?'l'u : "
, ,t ruJ.d tlP(,n thc pit:s(r-b)" lt ncl :" - 

' '

rrLirirfirlness is the grour-rcl$-ork for z i"-':-' ''

''Ee it l':r''\\n tl)at tlris P;ut "'I '

t:( \r arlLi i,ril,iring c'lucatjnnal :l:' ': ' ;
:ir.\ ttote in dc.'urativr i,iinring ]n::''
1iness,notriffing.A1nosteternii\.::::.:.
-,.1(rttrtir) of thr tision. Rre."na::') - - '

,',,lor. scintillant rvith rlt scriptive "- 
:": i

.1,irit arr l,uo1'ant and lrelpfrrl, r. 1: :
irood of doing."

The UniversitY Heigh:s'i=:::: l:: I- :

A, r:ior crtretti oI co:l-iderehlc .'- : '-

l,,gical ptrrposcs has L( en 'lrr ' l' ; :: - :

,,r,'r ,'ridst of 11 r. Ptrel T. Davi., l: ' :-

-i ,il)r \\ c l:avc llarl J(tlloir'i-i.:re : ';

i,','.re.t- artd *t,r'lirrg ill ',.,lrr " '- : -'::
, ut pl;,tt of grr,1, rrirrg. 'i- "r'':r':- ' ' '' '
.rork rilrich \lr. f);tri:lra- rl,rrs l:.' - -r'

'i,c grlt('ral i('xitlres of lli' 'il ':: ' 
:-

.i.l-r:.hle l,r^grc>s'lra-:lr-;,C-r'l : :
r'.lriclri-c;.]t.rtI;r1rtli.,1'r.ir.Ji:'.:..
the entire county. I iegret rlla: '- l: :' ' : 3

ilrore L-xtelldecl n,:)tice oi il:e p;r,tl': : ::d'

't d 448i1"*4 1ft Gd'- -i ' u
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iIISTORY OF DECATUR HIGE SCiiOOL

Eigh school classes v/ere first held i:l lalatur Septe::;c*r 22, L.ai
:: Ehe east room of the Big Brick (E. A. Gast-::t site). Mr. E.:-'
lastnaa was principal and 39 pupils were enrciLeC. fne scaoo\'.:a-11 '.'=-.4

f::sed at six oonths, and no regular course ci -=tuii- haC iee:: c'j:-l:lz--.
later thaE year more pupils enrolled tntil- thel= n'.=:er --c--a-e:1'.
I-:e school had poor lighting and ventil-aiioi. !; c-j-i-::ic':-'-c ec'
scove furnished heaE.

The location of the high school was ci:a;::ej i- :---= s'-==:
:c the basement of the Baptist Church vhic:: stcci a'- --1e::::e:
-riater and East William Streets. Iligh school cLasse-' -i: ::-€:e
ae-Et six years. In 1864 the school year L-as 1e:rgt::e:e: :--::-=
and soon after a three yearsr course was adcpied.

In 1866 land for the
: - :r-o lots f rom llessrs.
-.-.::as Reed f or $1,000.
: ; land for a tirne to a
: :'.- indigent books.

first high school ';as p'.:r::-3sej. I---:-s;l:s:=--:-:
Durfee and tiarren ior 52.*-l'. a;c cre - l: ::l:

Since the plans were inconplete. tae:- :=-::=:
clrcus comparry. Ihe rental receive. -a-; '.;s;; i..:

The first high school graduation exereises rere helci ir:. lScl ;:--:-
four students completing the three year course. Aft-er.-llggletiol
of the nerv buildiqglhe pLogfemlas- lensthe rs. I1:s-'::i..-:::;

" on1y public lrjgh s"horll tt-t'j-1 +
Eb East North and Ne rrh :ra:lsli:
lgs_epetqd.

The fine Sheliabarger home on the north end of the block on

Fraaklin Street, which was used for the eighth grade becane Dart --: :l::
new buildi-ng, and the junior high classes \r'ete held in the oid aigir s:--'-.-1.
rshieh became known as the Central Junior High School. I{hen more s:f,ce:'-ls
c.eeded the street car barn on EasE North was converted as an aflo€s !c1

Ceotral Junior lligh.

Franklin Street once had some of the finest homes i-n Decatur. i1e
o1d Shellabarger annex was torn down in 1936 when an additioo \r'3S b';il:
on the north. The o1d hlgh school building became rhe site of ti'ie i'ic:r:
Gym. With the addltion of three oLher high schools. the ila:ne ' Dec;tu:
Eigh School" was changed to "stephen DecaEur Higli".

when the Decatur High building was very 11e1v, tire class of .l9ll
gave a frleze in bas relief which was placed in the front i,a'ii cr"er-

the auditorium door. Thts was the work of a Scandinal'ian sc'tiiptt'r,
Bertel Thor Walren, and was entltled "The Triumpliant Enir).'of --\.1.'-xar'i'':'
i-nt,o Babylon".

3*'--,* e)"', TZLy'J"Jd 6 
'/

i ?/ t - ,3*u ,'t'z-attt-<' ffi'-"'r- 1 J-d/--"*4-"'L
20 Tl*, 1X, lf //'



A group of frlends also Zave a large paintl-ng for the southeru
wa1l of the llbrary. IE was the work of Frederick C. Sylvester, a

st. Louis arList, and is enEitled "As the sowlng the Reaping". Ttrts
palntlng was a gifr from rhe classes of 1909 and 191L. Also addtng
contributions were Hrs. R. R. llontgolnery, the Art League, and *'he

Board of Education.

A frieze showing pilgrlns on thelr way to Canterbury also haags
in the t:.aJ.L.*fnese are pictures of an actual drarnaElzation ln o1C

English produeed by the English classes of Mrs. Lucy Nelson and coaci.e:
by Mrs. C. A. Gille.
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A litile sleuthing has uncovered some of the mystery behind the Stephen Deca'-''' .:.-

Frieze now decorates muffitr
By Lois Moore

.-..'..:der the Great now makes his
- -:::.;nt march into Babylon around',r .: :r' the walls at the North Fork
-l *:.-": oi the Macon County Historical

j" :-.

: :: a number of years, the plaster
' .:: 6 33 on a corridor wall outslde the

, -- :.::ijm in the old Stephen Decatur
-.-.-:ool.

. -:r r.-'* the plaster copy got to the
. : ii school and exactly *hen is

: :--rsier!', but the detective *ork
I .-.:. Fii.ch. Historical Societ)'mu-

-- ,-:ator, has erased the mystery
- - ::e artist was and why the lrieze

--^r^l- : - :i-ru
. :::.a llontgomery began the

"::- - r!' writing to former Stephen
-t.-. -::eachers Helen Stapp and Lois

- -.: fhel' remembered the frieze,

:- -_-"r 
shed no iight on its identit"v" or

:.rr Perkins at the University' of
: :ine,i rt was not the Parthenon.
: had been called at one trme.

but also could not identify it.
The first break in the mystery came

when Merrit Pease, building superin-
tendent of the museum, uncovered a
plaque as he started to clean the frieze.
On it was the name P.P. Caproni &
Brother, Boston.

Fitch immediately wrote to the Bos-
ton Historical Society and included a
photo of one section of the frieze. The
society had no information on it other
than that the Caproni firm was in Bos-
ton from 1880 t0 1950.

Not to be discouraged, Fitch then
wrote to the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts" The museum had no information
but suggested Fitch write to the Ar-
chives of American Art. a division of
the Smithsonian Institution in \f ashing-
ton. D.C"

Again a photo and letter went out.
This time Arthur J. Breton, curator 0i
manuscripts, sent a Xerox copl' ol a
190? catalog that included the irieze.
with the sectlon identified.

Fitch had hoped the Smithsonian

i

migirt hare i..::=:=- -:, . *-: ::-"
oni firrn ani :--: a- . a- :.-: ':- : I :

nf thp ts'c- . - , r :

not. 1n i:s F.sse:::- -:-: r'.-::-. .l
and a cr:".:. .. --: - - ----. -:-

At lha: !:: J -- -,- -: a

Stalel')1ig -: .:::: );:--,- -

mOre .:::IlL:' .- - -'i: :- -

1-.-+.-



IIINDREDS CATIIER

ry..ty: ef adverse wearher conditions
ffi*,Iicey_afrernoon luovenbei 17,

ryT.- ?*:pr. had begun ro-Irrnrtle ac-; -.-r^" rrau ue$ufl co asser:t-.:r:t sec the new building.

* * * * rr * * * * * * * * * * *.t< *

rOR DEDICATTOI{ OF HICH SCISOL
--Froa Decatur paper, Friday, llcvecber LI, 19X-L

19 * ac leisui"-;;; i"u"lli'.rrend.
].. evening crowd i" ""p""tuj'i" be cven 1ar2ler, p:::::__-:- _. t-:

Lcng beforc th: :-:.:: ::: _. : --l_ ,- --
Lhc high schocl l1::.. _ - :.- *- : ,. - _,;.

#,m5m.
: :'_:.r -,ris o?urr_ tc the publicr €ven the private cf f ic;s : : j- "- ?rincipal S.W. Ui,*r". 

-?hc buj.lcling is open i:: ::_:_.:=.1- 
-.. 

-_,
c,o :f *;.iril..:f::i"::1 F;;ening prosrans and fron 2 ro 5 =-:=.r,*u;:-.'#'Hr;ilti i;:gt*i"{i;i,:il:i ::; tr,:tr misffix,

htffi if';#m;tHlxk*;#i!::liF:: H'ffi'x
k*Er-ggrdechaveb"";-i;;i.Jj.io-It:"ff"t:'"::;ffiil'.H*offiI
fbLfi: r:rer'F? 

F+^-'-

'E--^i.'lrb r c.llrln chaadler

1.1-r)-r-

ilffisllr

lfl'r

lllnr:



, fi- fr-,. Jchnson, principal of Lhe university of chieago High school, a*d s':perin-
ruh@ilt Bary of the I'lonticeLlo sehools rr-ere iirollg tire cliseinguished arrivals F;tcay
ruumrlry- a whole bushel basket of eoagrar:u1:i:.cns anc re'grets was reeeived' The

,tilt3llffirr;inn-:a cones rlght aE a tine when schocls a;:e l:usy, a-nd Lt-Is hard for educai:crs

m Wtr sr:Jr. A1I che publie schools of the ciLy were-ilisnissed at noon !'riday, cn

rylirii'urmt -;- Ehe dediCation.

!k*, :fternoon progran was opened r*ith a sel-ection by the |ri8h schooL crchestra'
fu i:IL:ryed the invocatioa by Rev. T. t{, Ewing, presidenL of-Che Ministerlal Asso-

aurihirrnry,rtr. J. Stan1ey Bro$n, principaf of ehe.lofint Township High SchooL, was thea

#t;rurmr*rtqet by Superint.rr,lent H. B. I{ilson, ancl his subject announced as ttthe Fuactio'a

d rte lbdern ltigh School fron ttre purlic School Stanclfoint.'t -A 
piaao solo by Hiss

[ilbm U- hlDr foliorued Mr. Bro$nrs talk, then t, C. Lord, president of the Eastem
,@t[.llq,r1s thrnal School, rras introCuced to tei.k oErrthe iunctton of the llodero Eigh

M*:1 f,rca the StandpoiuE of the No::nal School.rr He was followed by David Kinley'
4Wmr :f the graduate schooL of the University of lllinois, who lpoke on the sce
nir:lstr fron the staarlpoint of the uaiversigy. The progran cl.osed rrith c sar]E by

M irr:fi school glrlst Glee C1ub.

:he evening Prografl begins at 7*5 otclock ':n<l is as foLlows:
0Mrfu -- Eigh schtol-orchestra Invocation -- A; R. Taylor
&[sffi,:stltioa of keys -- Mrs. ]4innie P. Ij33stetler for the Board of Education
lsw;:nce of keys -- S. W. Ehrnan, principal of the high school
ffic:.: -- ]righ sehooL boys I Gl-ee Club
,@la::L Topic -- ,,The Function oi ttre Hodext Righ School fron the Standpoint cf th€

3::=rrnityr' - ltr. C. Outten; "fne Function oi tht Modern lligh Sehool fron tbe

St:ndpoint of the State Departrrent of Educationtr, - R. E. Heirony'

't':" "f -: ?. HosLetler, were elso Eo be se:i:e'l cn
- -.: -:.:crvisors and ner-:bets of fhc hi3h schcci-

turmry Cloud
ilr5:rni Denz
fiur-:rd Hares
firsfl xi ]lcNulta
Jrnic&. Fsuers

R. l{ontgonery, C. A. l'lait and

the stage, es were alsc the
faculty.

Harold D.:Ey
DonaLcl B"rnil::
Charles Bi::-- -:
Huflo Heinz: l-:-::-
Floyd i'lil1;r

ushers for this af Ecrnoon ani t'cni:ht' :re:

Frankl-in Schilling
Jarres Shirk
i{i11ian Shellabarger
Erflett Powers
Raynond llrighc

Abput 1-,000 people l,rere presefit at the opening of the afternoon progr''Yrl'

.- ******************

fouuri.n+-:tr)tr, Wast Vi1.g{ni*Ea-E'1}-c }Iatfiel,rl w-rs banisheel fror-r ]net t'y$e'r< hcuse rhea
inw -:q1iecl Charl-e; il;a;y, Uui-- ttre days of the fanous r:l:luylplr-fietd of Ehe EetfialCs

mul l;:C:ys are now ontr-y a nei:vlry. t:iy oue of the 9Ot>rr6-rs at-EL1a Hatfield kCcy's
fruos:ri llon.lay Tras a Mccoy. EuC several Hatqlg ds-fi.Iecl past her casket tc PeJr ft'al
::Ers;€cts to cire nountain wotan ttho was-g-df,-Ld of seven when the trro farrilies Ce-

c.:-r3al 1.rar on eaeh other in the h)e+6iic feucl of the Appalaehian Hountatns. t{rs.
.- , 96, died Last Fxfnay-@ 9, 19?5).

r'l-

Irlaoes LLke_fr**ffii-n, Jackson and yates appeared on the register at BeBgr F,oeral

-/- -5 _
T
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As f View The Thing
- By S. A. Tucker
Decatur Hera1d - 0ctoUer ZO, ]rg33

jriiss lirench was so essential a pa.rt of=-.=:3g1+C throueh that instiiuiior, we never have:- 1'-s continuej existence after she reslgned her

Deca-r:r :-.;:_ :
Ceee e:.= :_-::::
r+crk ::e:g.

-r-:1ir r'€
'_e- i - 

----__=r=

:=.T;: il_:":, :l?::;:_i,"Ll'tri: ;:Tfi:L"yl""#=;= _;;

Tg_ Iorle imaglnations she_v rvsrr6 ![ati.]-!raErons she seemed, even a haij a
^:.t 1l the rll-inois prairiu" .ro as unasinr.- flrry -o_^__^naging. Our _la:ei-_s,

;;# ji""=if:".::fl1:* :i.1it ;;= . 

*'rl,'il;Hrffi";i 
" 
3,L:;;:, 

=i-I";;. a hi sh s cho o1 
" 
;,"";;";u"' J' 

" 
ifri;i:f"t': ;";T;"1-. : =;=rxiety.

b: a pers",'l:"xi;r;"3i:ff:,#:"r":i1""'n;"::'i3;;iJ..';.:..;::=,i1,.=;:__;:
;x: # xixl;,"*l:,n"":r':ik;;li:;i"ltause r:3r =...==-j ;=; ;-;;=.-

A geat deal 0f sch-oor work 
's 

of a sort +-h,-, -,-:-i::;€-:trE x--:iiairly agile mind-s_**n"gu-to"l.r"" tirrorgh iitiorrt beir; 
".i_=----=- :: :m=l: :_rserious study. 

-trigonoiletry,-however,;;" ;;; be. im;rcv:==., .=__ =r .*r*=cf ingenuity. 
-rt impose" r"t""ur, arsciptine in wrrich g::===: :.:c _-- r +--slightest avail ana i"arir--iii,t i" ."-irt; ;" totai i3a==::r *:

Hiss F"r'ench taught trigr:nonetry arong with sci: :l-== .- :l-.:gecmetry and ad-vance algebia, 
"na"rrer staia"ri" or elass :::ir _:E_-:=o:::=were in accord with the urr"iing nature of these.u"i"i. ==.J:==. +i -=: _;=-::so much of her before r" *or*J up to ti:e rinai cha11e.ie r: r.= r:;:--: ::graduatlon, we began in a staie of appruirunuio, and. with i.:i- _::::_:=-,i._:that at last we were going to be conpelled to work.

rtistruethatsheexaeted',and.obtained.,tire-3S:1:.:.
decorum to be found rn iir"-"]noot, w" r"rrrJri.=o, ho*e.,r=:, ="-;:;.=- ;aglft for making the most 

":-"u.r-^na understand*rru o: a,.r :,3s=.:_: ::r:-,_,=--::asfor the compliia-ted exerci"""-i, 10gic *hi;-;; ft-ere 3x;€:--s3 --r -=:_ Il-ittl-e later we learned, nliti |u"t"r astonish:ient,, -;i='i =l?;,=_==;=;J-= l=-==of humor entirely wi_thin il"';;"g" of our oi.m apprecia:.::1.
Her r.etorts to the erri-ng Hexe likely to be s:-=i--s :: r-::, :a:_- al:S;JTl3':tf; 
".',ii :i:r.*i* *:'t1;; f: 5:ifi .:: =;:=-;= 

::o: . 
_j; .* 

_r=,tell me you don't know, il;-,r;;. you go out of here a::r c€.=r ==;J:I: ]rl-can't te,1 vour children-t;"';;;'i r.,.,8*."-rnJ, *ar.r 3xr:ec_-,r_., _=Ei, =i aa
you can't answereihelr q"L"iio"=r xou will 10se thei: c::-:1:e-:e.*

She practiced. her advice, and we thought h:l;;:r- r.=T- +n:.=:.:-_-.
As long as i{iss trbeneh preslded over ihar, fou:-*i -r:=-:all graduates of ne_catur,rt*n "" 

"rr"or irrJ 
- 
u."' ""ria"=i.|ri",--' ;= 

===;;l;;;l:
ile had all not merely r"uquJnt"a ti.u same lnstitu*,ion, xe :::::e::h=:e=: :j

-*,

l



!,lss itenchrs course a-d- came out seculs in -"::e prid"e of a;er':i:::::-::-;:-
:.::i!. pie were l1ke -,h= sel-eet comDan:f :i --:-cs: who have ciinbe: --: --:-= 

='*---
r:; of Mouat Blanc. The taU- xhite hz1:el,:-31-ulelioman with ti:e e:'::::1:5
:--aniards, the restrained- Ii'utle s:-j-r:, ;':-: c3reful1y neasu:ed- ;:=: :i ::-
:a:ional praise, Has in fac+' the scui :i ''-:,e school.

i^ie are stiii .nIaC +,c aatrs -c:3a ol 'uhe Conpany who i<r.:r :.:: '"
--:at ro]e. ide are g1a.J. t.:':x-;.e:3::a-: c::i:r--able years of unharas==:1:i=":=:
ait,er her work was do:re.

:{: ].CAT,JR REVIill.f
Cc--cber a8, 1933

ilary .,1 French

Two names siani.3'i--'i: l=ca-,,ur sehool hlstory - !1. A. Gastnan ani
llary hi. French. Mr. Gasr:.ar. ;- =:sponsible for the development of the pub-
iic school j-n Deca'uur. l{iss i-:::cr }i1s the first teacher in the high schocl
starting in 1869. )irin5 .-2: c==^-r -,here of 4j years more than 21000 stu-
ients grad.uated., all oi xhos care 1n firect contact with Mlss French. Hun-
::ed,s of others eane xiihin h=r ii:.il-uence.

A school buij-ding hcnols her naine but the lives of the students who

cane und.er her influence were her greatest joy and" remain the greatest tribute
--o her.

C
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Decatur, Illinois, ]Iondar'. \oveurber l;. I9i5 u * ).'
\:<*>{*zv 4r '- ,-/-.1

Yisitors to }{ew Hlgh Schsol

Get View of Student Activities
B), Bruce l'. Paulsen

-ctud('nls were brrsl 5qu rn:
cooking and listening tr,
ianguage tapes Sundal' after-
noon at the ne\i' Stephen
Decatur High School.

Driver education cars aiso
nere seen praci:cin6
maneuvers in the drivers
practice ring in the bals

At first it may have appeared
that schooi was in progress
Sunday" But the students u'ere
aI there voluntarily,

?he events were part of the
dedication activities of the nei.;
high school on East llcu:ir

Road. ri'hich opened this
fall.

A dedicatron ceremony began
at ? p,m rvith an estimated
i,00il p€rsons il the schooi's
gi-mnasium.

Decatur Supt, of Schools
Robe rt Oakes pre"rented a
history of Stephen Decatur
High. He noted that the
dedication Sunday was just one
dal shy of beirg exactly 64
rears after the old Stephen
Decarur High School \{as
deCicated on Nov. 17, 1911.

Lee Pigott. a former prin-
cipal. presented Principal F.
jack Kenny with the iden-
tification plaques from the o1d

Stephen Decatur High and a
piciure of the old high school
t'as presented by the Class of
lU a

Kenny toid the audience
some of the ner,v high school's
features.

He said the schooi is fully air
conditioned, is heated
electrically "because \{re
couldn't get a gas permit," and
is carpeted in "appropriate"
places.

AIso. the school has a concept
of "edueation on display" in
rvhich persons can see into the
classrooms.

In addition. the gymnasium
floor is not wood but a syn-
thetic rubber s,ubstance.

Another unique aspect of the
sc'hooi rs the driver training

I

I



DLCA 'UR HrrtALD
1 . ..Uii::i::ir

Lee Pigotl (right) pres:nis .: : ::-';fication plaques from lhe oid Stephen Decalur High Schoo I to Principai F. Jack Kenny.

Sio-t Phoio bY Lerb Slodounlk

:";.!:-sgaiheredinthanewSteohen DecaturHighSchool'sgymnasiumsundayforthededicafionofthenewfacility.
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To Sell & Properties
The Decatur School Drs:l'lct area.

gili tr)' to dispose of buiiotlgs This property lias acquired
and property ii no longer neecs bt'ihe school district in a land
Ut' aOr,eitisiirg it for sale. su'ap with i'he park district

The schoo] boar<r placed s.r Urrder terms of the s\l.ap

prouelties on tiie market rll ag|eement' -!he park district
\tr!. nut until norv has relied was t0 be offered first chance

on nel\'s accounts and so:c cf to repurchase the property if it

mouth to adyise the pubi;c of $as ever sold.

their availabilit"v. Decatur Supt' Robert Oakes

The district has tried tu sell said Thursday the park district
one piece of property br' '*'ork- has expressed a desire t0
ing ir'lti1 a realtor, but it has reacquire the 25 acres.
no-i been formally advertised \egotiations on the Gt'ole
for sale. Ro.d ProPertY and the Ex-

Onll' four of the six pro- celsior Sehool lease are conti-
perties the school board was nuing. he said.
briginally trf ing to sell itill be Ii the school district is suc-

adr:ertised. The remaining trvo cessful in selling an5: of its

are tied up in potential iease or s'tt'pltts propertSr. ihe money
purcJrase 

-negotlations 
betrveen u'oulcl be a t'elcome a'Jdition to

ihe school clistrict and the the building operations and

Decatur Park District maintenance fund. This futtd

The four properties t0 be is pr-oiected to go deep into the

adrertised. and ltrLlIllg-bgJlg re(r in the :1c\1 feti vears

4[,g[foreacl,fficbecau..eofr'apidl1ltrcreasing
Dicpirrr Hish Schff,l. 100 N. operating costs.

mtti;sr@castnran The district could t,ake a

School. ZIO -fr5orth St , substantial profit on the sale of
5195.000: MdoracJo School. 1050 otte prripertv - the ll7 ucres

14th St.. $40,000: i.t'to 37 acres adlacent to the nc\\' higil
east of tbe re\\i Stephen school. The land is located

Decatur High School, $536.500 south o{ East ['lound Iload and

or -c14,500 an acre. extends fron'r the high school

The school board at its Sept. propertl'' on the rvest to \1:ood-

23 meeting authorized the ad- ford Street on the east'

ministrati6n to enter negotia- The school district acquired

tions rvith the park distliit on 30 or 37 acres last Decembel bv

leasing Excelsior South School. exercising an option it had

5580 frorth Fork Rd.. for a taken 0n the propert! in

nomitral sum. February of 1973. q'hen ihe neu

The park district also has Stephen Decatur High properlt

first chance to purchase or u'as purchased. A11 the land

otherrvise acquire 25 acres the \1ras ou'ned by R a I p h

schcrol district o\rns on West Rarcling.
Grove Road in the South Shores Of tbe 37 aeres Ll()\r ltrr :;tlt-

:ts :.. - a

56.5[r|... :-:.
ier-na.:. . .
last i.ea: :
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