
Eegisier of Cld Bu11{{r#s
Hacoa County Historlcal Coordl;rat!:6 io':l::!'-

i:i:es:r $f Flontgonery Ptraee
legal d*scrlptS.onr

Lst ?, Hoatgomery #I"aEe

Da+"e of orlpCnai constructlq4t l9?3

HaEre o5,E.4F*k,#gle€E Barkley S' Ereaks

ltigtsrr;

1, A partlal chaln of t1^,,1e foLiousl
August 3r }.91? no ft. Montgomery and wlfe to Barkley S. Broots

LoL 7t ltontgomery FL.
Hay 1.0, 195& - Earkl"ey S. Brooks l{rventery Lot 7 & I
Soy" 29, 1951t, Saurl E, ilrooks (wlrl) et a1 to Lorenze E. Cloyd

Lot ?
I{areh }7, 1955 Lett*r, }lst::lct Blrector Inte:nal" Revenue ie

ffon Barkley Erooks. exe*utor. Lets ? & 8

June 5, tgSt Hor*a,rd. L. i{lbbeLs & uf, Sorothy. I'al I

2o Oata fren avallabie clty dlrectorleec

L9?4-1954 Barkley S, Brooles
'faeanz

L95{*L952 Lorenz 8. Cloyd. Llnotytrre 0p * lluston*?atiersan
Ho*ard. t. filbbeLs

& rf,

3, Iata ffon aqsesscr's offlcet
- 2 story, 10 roow
'Brletr< fountlatlon, brlek extertor,
Intert$r"trio' hardxeoit

. 0sntraL a.lr condlttoalng
flatural flreplace' TlLe roof Z'car garage

hlp roofl red piteh, t11e

l:: , ' :,:i1.. .. '' . oppselt€ !E€e.gr

Ulbbelsiiggpg*F-gX*Sg* (!-towar-c ,":" ) !c:c';hy
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4. t'he Brooks hoae 'oulIt Ln tg}3 a+, fr liont8oaery plaee is a bre rhlch ln_carporates seneral archlteet'aral lnflueaaes fa f+-E sty1e.- fG unusuafrsof l!'ne eould be contci.'Erted. tp a .Tajp.nese lnfiuaace rrtl-its-HrlghtlanLnfluenees ean ae seen ln the treate€ai cf the eritlarce f:iaueed by u:ras,rlbbon rlndons la ihe tro xlngs anC tbetr ?laceEeat dlraefly u.,rder tfreeavss. The areade xhlch ltnks tn: garagu irta the hore ras used bylcrlght in several of his hoeesi hoxever, rt t= . f"aetiao 
"t""""t"rlsttc.

$ee the follerlsg attachsent^sr
. ' &* $opy ef .rage # ttoe HabeL P.lchaond's Centennlal Hlstory regprdtngthe d.evelopent of Hontgoaery place.

bo Hareh Br I93O obtt of A. R. Hont5oaery xho 1atd. out l.tontgonery pl"aee,ce Augusi; 3L, I-y24 Decatur n.Ilg artrefe regarrillng trre eno;nds at the Bus. Brooks hoEe. 
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-d* l{arch 4, Lgs+ 6b1t} Barkley BrooksGr &a;a, 23, lgfZ DepaSur plary cclu$Rr
story of Barkle, BrooE"
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TIIS'IORY OF- IfACO\ COL\TY

Decatur industry ever since. He built a corn shelter. one s-hich u'rrrlld
work. It is novr. used rvherever corn is grorvn. The plant has alu-ar-s
been located at lIorgan and \Villiam streets. A. R. \tontgomerv
entered the ernploy oi the Union Iron u.orks ab,-rut 1875 as bookkeeper. .

B;r 1884 he had risen to the position of secretarl'-treasurer and generai r
fllanager, a position he occupied until his death in 1908.

Conrad Ammann began making brick in 1861. So did H. }I. \\'irit-
mer. William T. Traver that same year began manuiacturing tile.

Several marble rvorks rvere established in 1865. \\'. H. Grindol
began business that year, as did also Peniwell, Brorvn & Co. In 1867

-John Strohm began the same line of business.
Elrvood & Co. started making doors, sash, blinds, etc.. in i865.

The same year Fred Pahmeyer started a cigar factory. -\ndrelr- Kep-
ler began rnaking cigars in 1867.

'lhe Decatur Bottiing u.orks was established in 1865 rvith Fred
Kunv as proprietor. D. W. Brenneman started in the liquor business
in 1866. That same year H. E. Foster established a lumber business.

In 1867 the linseed oil mill rr'as established at the foct-bf East
flain street b1. \\-illiarn and Benjanrin Sarvyer. Later it n'as run br.
Hatfield, 'fa1'lor & Co. 'I-he mill der-eloped rapidly and in a ferv
years \\-as consuming 50,000 bu-shels of flax seed, doirrg $75,ff)0,rn'orth
of business annuallr'. This brrsines,c \\'as final1y closed about 190O

due to changes in the industrl-.
R. R. ]lontgomerv cstablished a real estate. insurance and loan

business in 1S67, anri continued in the same ofiice until his death in
1930. For manr r-ears the firm rvas ]Iontgomerr' & Shull (F. R.
Shull). and later ]1'-,ntgomerr- & Sons. as it is knon'n today. For years
,a

a-
turj_nri=._jjeeutiful residence districts. Jfr. llontqomery sen'ed as
rnentl;rr i,f ti:e cilv c,.uncii, t'as a {nsmber of lhe lihrar}r ho:rd an6i

r,therrti.r rl':.s active publicly
In 1Sr,"5 Yc,ung and \orman established a steam laundry anrl

barber .l: .1,. -\itrnrards it ltecame Norman's laundrv.
Trrvi'.,r an,l Ilra,lle-v l.regan rnaking carriages, \\.agons and buggie,.

in 1St 9. Ti:rir iact,,rr_\' r\-as at \\'ater anri Cerro Gordo streets. This
business came in cc,ntrol of tlie \\-avne brothers, John B. and \l-illiam
-J.. in 1371. anrl'rlas a u'ell knou'n establishn-rent for a generation.

S,,,me sti,ires nhich u'ere in eristence for manv vears had their
'beginnin<s in the 'I--r0*, anron.g them Il. Stine's clothing store. started
in 1V;6. anrl Dr. --\. -T. Stoner's drug store on Soutlr Park. opened in

frr*1"-"l, ?)zJ"L A, ),*4;*/' y#V_#
"C..o)-r-z -(/"rua* L!!?''"'ry .' f"b-L<-
D-T,r- Ae-o-o,rr'Y.,JJ JI/L tfezp.2-+t-u, 
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DIES

Barklev S. Brooks. 91. Decatur
retired architect, died last niqht
in Decatur and Jlacon County
Hospital.

ar 9:J0 p.;n. vesterdav in Decarur
' and \iacon Counn Hospital.
i trlr. Brooks, for rnanv vears as-
sociated r,.irh the firm of'Brooks.
B;:mhall & Da3ue, architects, serred

'as an architecr on most of the big

iburldin: iobs in Decarur during hii
i ou-\'ear career-

I ft r projects included Decarur
! Fliqh Schcol, the junior high'schools. liillikin Unir.ersitv, D'e-
lc:rtur and ]lacon Counrv Hospital,
\iacon Countv Tuberculosis Sana-

ltoritm. Ciw Public Hospital, !Va-
bash Hospital and \{lestminster

'Presblterian Church.

Barkley Brooks,

Architect,4*
Dier urqi 

-'i7
Barllet Selbv Brooks, 91, retired

Decar.rr architect and builder, died

- 
He also designed hlontgomen'

Place and built his or,vn home at
I -\lorrgomerv Pl. and the \\-illiam
L. Sh.llibargir residence at I llont-
gomerv Pl.

]lr. Brooks lvas born on a larm
near X,:loueaqua Feb. 23, 1863, a

s"n ol Joseph \Vriqht and llartha
Damarius Selbv BrooIs.

He rvorked a short time in l{ast-
ings, Neb., and came to Decatur in
I894. He r,r,as married to Nlaude
Ethel Peck in Decatur Feb. i 5,
1 898.

FIe u,as a member of first illeth-
odist Church anci the iviasonic
Lodge.

Besides his *,ife, Ilr. Brooks
leales a daughter, X,Irs" Bernice S.
\\'arren, Decatur; a son, Don B.,
Decarur; nl'o brothers, Stephen, De-
carur, and Charles. Stonington, and
a sister, N{rs. Alta Nliddlesirorrh,
Alameda, Calif.

He also leaves one granddaugh-
ter. Three sisters and a brother pie-
ceded him in death.

The bodv is in the Dau,son &
\Vikoff Funeral Home. Arrange-
ments are incomplete.
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Decatur, Illiaois, Sunday, January 2Br lgiz

ffi: rc.!ffiJ- r@
This picture was iaken in I9r18, when the Brookses celebrated iheir 50th anniversary.
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ItiL,AgS.o mglis ltntsgls Evide n t
Decqfur

9arrz. A.3, /?7e-' Diory

11 years old, and his mo&er was

left with seven children.
They knew hard times. and

young Brooks learned carPentr]'
ind stuaiea architecture il his

spare time.
The familY moved to ]Ios'ea-

qua; and when Brooks hai no

odd jobs to do, he was seni io
school for a ferr months'
receiving the onlY schooli::g he

ever had in a brick buitding
which long ago stood across rce

street from SnYder Park.
ffhenever Brooks was asked

from what universiil' he
graduated, he alwaYs answered

butblully "gitrois."
For though his name sas

aever writlen in the registrar's
office at the Universiqv sf
Illinois, he learned life's bardest I

lessons iu the Sate of

Illinois.
When Brooks decided to 

i

become a carPenter, he went to 
i

contractors k-nown as Jackson i

"na- 
nif.y and asked for a

Job.
He was toid he could have one

when work came in, but it was

scarce; and theY had no money i

lhe evidence of Barkle]' $.
.Brukd accomplishments ,s
cverywhere in Deeaur.

Oue need only drive Past
I\,Iillikin UniversitS' or
W e stminsier PresbSlerian
Church or througb llontgomery
Place to view his work.

Brooks, who was a Deeatur
architect and builder. was born
on a farm south of llorea-
qua.

His father died when he was

with which to Pay wages'
Brooks then informed

that he was willing to

He worked a short time in
Hastings, Neb., and theu came
to Decatur in 1894. At that time
he was 25 years old.

He went inio the office oI a

Decatur architect where he was
fcrtunate in working side by side
with an expert from the

University of lllinois.
In time, Brooks saw his ortn

name on his own sign. in vair"
ing combinations throughout Lhe

years, and theu the sign read
"Brooks, Bramhail and

Gastman School. Of the iatter,
hor','ever, he was not f}te

architect but found it necessarY
to remake many of the original
olans.' \\'hen a slumP in business
came which caused a cessation
of building oPerations. Brooks
sent to the Huff Planing ]Iil as

it: superintendent.
He held that Position until

building prospeets agah became
blighter.

Stephen Decatur High School
ls another of Brooks'projeets.

tlough of all which he erected,
he felt more genuine pride iri
F,oosevelt juaior high schoot.

Iu 1927, Brooks was actively
eugaged in work on \Iestminster
Presbyterian Church.

Brooks married },Iaude Eihel
Peck on Feb. 15, i8g8 i!
Decatw.

He and his ri ile iived at 7
llontgomery Place. a bone
which he built.

He aiso built the \Tilliar:i L.
Shellabarger residence ar I
llontgomery Place and desigaed
llontgomery Place.

During his 6&year career. he
served as an architect on most
of the big building jobs in
Decatur.

The projects h.1{{ =L E1
junior high schools, Millikin
University, Decatur and Macon
County (now Decahr Memorial)
Hospital, Ilacon County
T\rberculosis Sanatorium, City
Publie Hospital, W ab a s h
Memorial Hospital and
W e s t minster Presbyterian I

Chureh.
AIso, Dawson & Wikoff 

I

Funeral Home. Monson's
Funeral Home.'Hamman'sl
storage house. Oakes ltlfg. Co. :

and the Decatur Post Office. 
i

Brooks died at 91 in Decatur I

i and Macon CountY HosPital in

them
work

I 1954. His siJe died a Year
I later.
I nroots was always esPeciallY
I eager to get one point across to
lyouog people.

"Boys and girls don't need a
college on every corner or
wealth to get somewhere," he
pointed out.

"You've got to have a gift, but
then it's uP to You," he said.without pay. His offer was ac-

cepted; but after a week's
hearty cooPeration with the
firm, they reeognized his value,
and he was paid a small sum for
his serviees.

The building season was soon

over but the carPenter had no

lntention of remaining idle.
Being quite versatile, he

entered a barber shoP and asked

for a job. During several
winters, he eut hair and shaved
chins."

Then life began to look good to
Brooks. He was Youtrg and

strong, he loved work, and used

not. only his hands, but his brain.
soendinq much of his leisure
r*u stidying books devoted to
architecture and building.

l

l


