Address:

Date of original constructison: 1915 - Assessor's office estimate.
1917 - Newspaper item, June, 1966,

Name of original ownsr: “rznk and Leada M. Cruikshank.

History:

1. An incomplete in of zitle follows., (Source: Office of Macon County
recorder of 3

May ving and wf to Leda M. Cruikshank
£ Lot 2
April cshank inventory,
April ulkshank and Frances C, Cruikshank
th C.didgly.
Aug. 3 y Inventory.
July Bank of Decatur as trustee of
. M : o Paul C, Mitchell and Mar-
¥itch hus and wf,
. 2. Data from availabls city dirscioriss Folliows:
1919-1934
1934-1950

1951-1960 Ridgly, Mrs.

1965~ Montgomery,
1966~ Apartment re

1969-1971 Snyder, Wm. H., Mrs. Conklin, ths Nally's.

3. Data from the Macon County assessor's office follows
Bldg. class B.

2-6 family apt,

2-1/2 stories, 3 apts. 11 rooms, 3 baths (tile), 1 half bath.

Masonry construction.

Stucco on block or tile and brick exterior.

Gable roof, medium pitch, tile roof.

75% basement. .

9 rooms with hardwood floors, 2 with softwood.

3 natural fireplaces (1 in each apt.)

7]

. fresent owner's name: Richard E. and Carol Ferry. (Not yet on assessor®
cardé




3. Data Continuesd,
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1t in 1917 as given
the assessor's esti-
t

t title to all of the .
=, until 1916.

r amily. (At some time

4 when Mr, Cruikshank died and 1951

hank died, she converted the

1 ing to three apartments. She
continued to live in the two floor, six-room
apartment on the east until her death in 1951.
\t this time, some space was added at the rear
center and rear right parts of the house. Al-
though the buff brick is well-matched, it is
possible to tell which is the newer.

1951-1960 Mrs. Edith Ridgly.

1960-1965 Mrs. Jessie Pluck Montgomery., Mrs. Montgomery
installed the two-passenger electric elevator
on the stairs.

1965-1972 The Paul Mitchells who did much redecorating.
removed paint from the large living room fire-
place, getting down to the natural limestone.
They papered some walls, and added carefully chos-
en draperies that are still in use.
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History Continued:

b.

Ce

d.

3 @

f.

Continueds
1972 - The Richard Ferry's.

In each case, the owner has occupied the east, six-
room, two-story apartment, the first floor of which
was the original living room, sunroom (now the din-
ing room) and porch (behind the sunroom), now the
kitchen.

See attached articles regarding:

(1% The Mueller-Cruikshank families,
(2) The Mitchell redecorating (June, 1966).
(3) The Ferry's first Christmas in the house.

Tenants have for the most part remained for unusually long per-
iods of time,

The Ferry's corrected the data given on the assessor's card,
According to them (November 22, 1974) the house has 17 rooms,
8 full baths and 2 half-baths, Small art glass window panes
set in the larger front windows, may be Tiffany glass, the
Ferry's said. There is much ceramic tile in the bath off the
master bedroom. The ceiling of the living room is molded
plaster on canvas, Walls and floors (laid on 9 inches of
concrete), are all unusually thick. The original three-car
garage has a tile roofthat matches that of the house. Where
once there was a fish pond within a circle of the driveway,
there is a rose garden set out by Mrs. Mitchell, with some
Pleces of statuary. There are two safes with combination locks,
no longer usable, concealed in closets, It is a very well
cared for house, much loved by its owners.

In a phone conversation with Mrs, Frances Cruikshank Moore on
January 15, 1975, she said that C., J. Aschauer of Decatur was
the architect who designed her perents' home a2t 861 West Willianm,
She recalled that there is a foot of concrete beneath each floor
in the house, but could reczll no othsr special features of its
construction. Asked particularly zbout the small art glass
Panes in each of the windows along the front, she did not know
its source or anything about it,







Mueller came to Decatur in the year 1857 and
ir shop on the south side of the 100 block on West
a2t was the beginning of the business career in De-

cattmr =zn who later started the H. Mueller Manufacturing
C plamt, which has developed into one of the city’s biggest
. I= I870 Mr Mueller was appointed city water tapper by Mayor

The crude method of making service connections
ith aty r mains was not to his liking, and it was not long until

machine was such an advantage that the demand for it con-
timumzlly increased.  Other inven-
m the way of waterworks
were brought out by Mr.,
. The frame building he
then occupying at 222 East

= MUELLER'S FIRST SHOP AND
RESIDENCE, 1857 ' . MUELLER FACTORY, 1872-1895

Main street becamte too small to accommodate the enlarging business
2=d necessitated putting up a new building. By 1885 Mr. Mueller was
loving twenty or twenty-five men in his factory. That year he
ed the gun repair shop from the factory, establishing the gun
shoo on Merchant street.
In 1886 Mr. Mucller took five of his sons into partnership with
. % They were Henry, Robert, Fred, Philip and Adolph. His other
<om. Oscar, became a member of the firm in 1896.
Tn 1891 Mr. Mueller organized the Mueller Plumbing and Heat-
-ompany. He disposed of his interest in this business, however,
= 189 and then sold his gun store in 1897, leaving him free to devote
tion to the increasing business of the H. Mueller Manufactur-
1y, which was incorporated in 1893.
st unit of the Mueller plant on Cerro Gordo street was
srected in 1803, Since that time, many new buildings have been added
, factories have been established in Sarnia, Can., and Port
Hwrom, Mich, an iron foundry has been put into operation on East
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MUELLER FAMILY IN 1888
Tt wr e Seandi Oscar, Adolph, Robert, Fred, Philip, Henry (three last now de-

g Septendi- Wrs. Hieromymus Mueller (deceased), LQE Muc!l;; (Cruikshgng), Hieronymus




PORTRAIT AND moan‘\vmcm,lg};}%om. Lake City Fess

1 MUELLER, is one of Decatur’s most prom-
") inent and enterprising men. He is at the
L) head of three large. industries, and by his
' business interests he has materially aided
n the prosperity and upbuilding of his adopted
ountry. The record of his life is as follows: He
vas born in the year 1832, in the city of Wertheim,
n the Main, in the Grand Duchy of Baden. His
ducation was begun in the common public schools,
nd on mastering the studies there he attended
he gymnasium, or High School. When a youth
{ fourteen he began learning the locksmith’s
rade, and after following that business for two

ears he spent the two succeeding years in learn- |

12 the machinist’s trade in the city of Manheim,
rand Duchy of Baden. From there he went to
nother machine shop under instruction.

When he was twenty years of age, Mr. Mueller
-aveled in Germany (as all mechanics must do
nder the law of the land), through the Nether-
inds and Rhinelands, going as far as Rotlerdam.
‘ot finding the employment he wished, he de-
srmined to seek a home and fortune in America,
nd, carrying out this resolution, crossed the At-
intic and landed in Chicago in 1851. He had no
ipital, and being entirely dependent upon his
= exertions at once began the search for work.

n67

Ile sccured employment in a machine shop in that
city and there remained for four years, after which
he went to Freeport, I, to establish business for
himself as a gunsmith. Two years were there
passed, and the year 1857 witnessed his arrival in
Decatur, where he again embarked in the gunsmith
business.

Attracted by the discovery of gold at Pike’s
Peak, Mr. Mueller journeyed Westward in 1859,
but after a year returned to Decatur and worked
at the gunsmithing trade until 1872 when, in con-
nection with that enterprise, he began the manu-
facture of water-work supplies, such as water-tap-
ping machines and brass goods, and also estab-
lished a plumbing and heating department. At
this time in one house were combined the three
cnterprises—the manufacture of water-work sup-
plies, plumbing and heating and gun departments,
but soon it was found necessary to move the gun
department into a separate building. 'This was
done in 1885, and in 1888 the plumbing and heat-
ing department was also moved into a separate
building. All three businesses are incorporated
as separate and independent concerns, and Mr.
Mueller is President of each. He manufactures-
everything in the line of water-work supplies
and in first-class style does all kinds of work con-
nected with heating, plumbing and gunsmithing.
Mr. Mueller is 2 man of unbounded enterprise, of
fertile resources, possesses great perseverance and
industry, and as the result of his own unaided ef-
forts he has achieved the success which places him
in the foremost rank among the business men of
this thriving city.
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DECATUR HERALD SUNDAY. DECEMBE

DECATUR’S FINEST 1917 RESIDENCE, R

ruikshank Home One |
Finest In State;‘

Mansion in West William Now Complete in
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“eastiful Residence in Millikin Place Addition Has
Artistic Interior.
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Edgar Bachrach.

100 Block South Pine.

WASSON STUDIOS. |







James A. Clarke has sold
his home to Lois Hays, a De-
school teacher. The

and frame ranch has a

861 W. William St.
of Jessie P, Montgomery. The baths, fireplaces, la: Ic

Mitchells plan to redecorate efs separate heating tems,
and remodel the apartments garages and spacious

o~

and din-

Tz - 1o suit a select clientele. Two grounds. The third apartment G : alt "“'F""b‘:"‘- Fhe

—__ 3 mal  of the three apartments con- provides two bedrooms and ithe transaction roomy Kiichen has built-in ap-
% * D@e will tain three Redrooms and three - two baths. The building has

Pest Control
Need Studied

“ e made a

2623 Burgener Dr.

employed  foot carpeted living
Co. The ‘kitchen with fruitwood c:
a landscaped  ets. oven and . range;

1 15- by 20 - large bedrooms: paneled
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DEATH HELD
ACCIDENTAL

Phillip Cruikshank Tes-
tifies as to Events Lead-
ing Up to Shooting

A verdict of accidental death was
returned Thursday b coroner's
jurors investiga the death of
Frank W. kshank who was
found dead in the basement of his
home iate Tuesday
the evidence preser
persons close to M
and of several who had
him before the accic

dagyTuesday, I

g)f the,

tha¥ he

had left the Crui

861 West William

m., Tuesday for the' factc

ticello of which Mr,

was vice-president.

Keep Up Schedule

“After arriving in M

going to the factory

with the superintenden

I sce that the

dule was kept up,

the
shank,
jurors

o

ldfuikshmk related.

“We went to the ususl piace for|
luncheon and father ate heartily
He seemed in better spirits than
he had been for a long tims, being
Later he sza
he always called
have a wonderful
»n this Rex contract and by
the end of the week we will have
a lot of materiais in the boxes.
Mentiens Guns
“Returning we saw a lot of crows
and father mentioned that we
would have to go crow shooting
again. We often had shot crows in
that particular spot. I said that if
I was to go crow shooting I would
have to get my gun in working or-
der and 1} aid th he intended
of his guns a thorough
cleaning that nig I said I would
elp him but he joked
t know anything
a gun.”
Eckl,

you

maid in the

!Cruﬂuhank home testified &as

T
e
the good spirits of Mr. Cruikshar %
before the accident. She said thal
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to

Cruikshank hom
was summoned to the

home by the maid after she

:found the body.

Cruikshank .
Funeral Held
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= Erances Moore makes cockies with cutters made by her grandfather, Hieronymus Mueller.




Phillip H. Cruikshank

Cruikshank
Rites to Be
Thursday

Funeral services for Phillip H.
Cruikshank will be at 3 p.m.
Thursday in St. John’s Episcopal
Church with burial in Greenwood
Cemetery. Friends may call at
the Dawson & Wikoff Funeral
Home from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. to-
day.

Mr. Cruikshank, 61, president
of the Citizens Building Corp.,
and a director of the General
Telephone Co. of Illinois died at
2:46 a.m. yesterday in Decatur
and Macon County Hospital.

Mr. Cruikshank, who lived at
330 Fielding Ct., was a lifelong
resident of the Decatur area.

He was the grandson of

Hieronymous Mueller, founder of

the Mueller Co.

Mr. Cruikshank attended Deca-
ur Public Schools and graduated
with honors from the Hotchkiss
School in Lakeville, Conn.

In 1923 he graduated with hon-
ors from Yale University.
At Yale, he was a guard on the

. |varsity foothall squad for three

years. He was zlso a star on the
Yale track team.

He was manzger of the ceram-
Mueller Co. from

1

ics division of
1923 to 1923.
Founded Tylac

In 1928 he and Allen F. Moore,
Sr. founded the Tylac Co., Monti-
cello. He served as secretary of
the company until 1938 and has
been president znd trezsurer since
then. In
ness fac
Inc., Chicago.

He was vice president and gen-
eral manzzer of the Servisoft
Soft Water Service from 1956 until
his retirement in 1966,

He was a member of St. Johns
Episcopal Church, Country Club
of Decatur and the Decatur Club.

He zlso belonged to the Yale
Football Y Associzstion and the
Decatur  Association of Com-
merce.

Directer Since 1335

Mr. Cruikshank had been a dir-
ector of the Citizens Building
Corp. since 1935, a director of the
General Telephone Co. of Illinois
since 1946 and a director of the
John and Mary E. Kirby Hospital,
Monticello, since 1940.

He was chairman of the Piatt
County Chapter of the American
Red Cross in 1934 and chairman

10 Loxit Systems

of the Piatt County Chapter of the

5 he lezsed the busi-|

United War Fund from 1942 until
1944, : ]

Mr. Cruikshank was born Jan.
24, 1901 in Decatur, the son of
Frank and Leda Mueller Cruik-
shank.

He married Gertrude Parke
May 24, 1924 in Decatur. She died
in March, 1944.

He married Frances Cross|
Johnson March 1, 1947 in Monti-
cello. She survives.

Other survivors include a
daughter, Mrs. Harry G. Cock, Ot-
tawa; a son, William M. Cruik-
shank, Monticello; a sister, Mrs.|
|[Frances C. Moore, Decatur, and]'

|

nine grandchildren.

The family requests that dona-i
tions be made to the Macon
County Heart Fund.




S phote Ty Kez Kiley

The Mitchell living reom is especially unique with its ribbed plaster ceiling.

Interior Decorating Done

Stafely Old Home Adds Modern Touches

arlyn Brautigam
the Herald

erior of the stately|
me at 861 W. William |
nged much since |

@it 43 years ago, but|
r Bas adopted a more |
o e its new own-|

[ s
B
;

Staff photo

The home was built in 1917 and called one of the finest in the stafe,



g and interior
g™ Mirs. Mitchell, who
& finds Ume to act as hostess
s ceshier 2t the Surrey, said
@i her mieresis.

A ma of pink walls,
pmrpeting and drapes in the
master bedroom furnished in
by A pieces was one of
s Mitchell's decorating inno-
sations. The pink Efruscan
drapes feature ratfail fringe

¢ zre highlighted by white
Swiss curtains. An  heirloom
crystz] chandelier hangs from
5= center of the ceiling.

A floral coverlet of pink and
wiplet on the bed and chest at
Be foot of the bed adds accent
ts the monochromatic color
scheme,

The second bedroom has
Freach Provincial furniture
wih orange bedspreads and
Srapes. The third bedroom has
be=n converted into 2 room of
csbhinets containing Mr. Mit-
czell's gun collection. He has
callected guns for 30 years.

Downstairs the sun room has
been converted into” a dining
moom with glass cabinets con-
taining portrait plates which
Mirs. Mitchell collects.

“1 have to have something to

cellect while my husband is col-| .

lecting guns,” she commented.

Mrs Mitchell made the pale
yeflow pleated curtains and the|
wellow and blue tie back drapss)
fwr the innumerable windows.
The color of the drapes com-
plimment the gold brocade-cover-|
& diming chairs. I

Mrs  Mitchell is especially|
geomd of ber kitchen with the
Sirch czhimets which she spent
eyeniless bours refinishing. The
ety were originally white
wntidl Se free color was discov-
e

The Ewing room is done in
s with blue drapes. A
suilished Bmestone fireplace was
Slsck wsl the MStchells sanded

!mm:olsmdtheac.’

m*ceerhood

“We Boughi e bouse as an|
Seestment  mewer dreaming|
#ut we wonli move here,”|
W MErael said, |

Vietorian furniture used in pink master bedroom

Staff photo by Ken Kiley

7 76wn§r Mrs. Mitchell, shown in kitchen, refinished birch cabinets.

Staff photo b




Hollday Worlds

By Jean Novotny

Five Decatur families will
share their holiday worlds with
the public during a “Holiday
House Hopping” tour from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday.

Each of the homes on the tour,
a benefit for Planned Paren-
thood of Decatur, Inc., will be
decorated to the title of a
song.

Tour - takers may start their
travels at one of the two homes
which are just west of downtown
Decatur. Tour instructions will
be given at the homes of Mr.
and Mrs. Jay Holmes at 6
Millikin Place and of Dr. and
Mrs. Richard Ferry of 861 W.
W illiam St.

Karen Hblmes says she and
her husband will be searching
for “the biggest tree we can
find” to reach all the way to the
ceiling in their English Tudor
fome. Their three children have
coniributed many of the
decorations for that ¢Old-
fashioned” tree.

Their living room has several
outstanding features — leaded
glass windows, a whole wall of
bookshelves and natural wood
v:.;;.; with a builtin antique

ock, Two of the bookshelf
elz are pretend ones — they
= 2 built - in bar and stereo
m.

- v:zll be a tiny Christm
for the three

zeeping with the theme
23 Tree.”
erry family will be

ﬂhdren in the family |

xk&‘l‘.—b ‘s\<—_,{,;

ir fir i

mww
brick home buil{ in 191

in the house.

Their decorating theme is|
“Silent Night.” The focal pomt‘
of their living room is a huge |
white tree decorated with blue
balls to ccordinate with the |
room’s color scheme.

Qver the copper - hooded
limestone fir gglace is a painting
of jhe home which thev com-

pened in Ho

fp-.‘

use Tour ==«

The table will be set with: Their farn'ture is an eclectl

handpamted china in

a mixture. Mrs. Hicks says, "W
the style of the Italian Renais- Christmas holly pattern done by did what was comforiable.”

Mrs. Morris who has an arts and  For their kitchen thev chose

sance. They reside in a six-room
_apartment which is one of three crafts school in the home, couniry mood. The roem look

Ceramic figurines, which she out on their wood deck whicl

|also has done, of Santa Claus |
{and his helpers will be 1elaxmg
in the family room. And in the

thev built around oak trees.
| Off the kitchen is the library
{famm room which has a 15-foo

'living room there will be a bay window locking out on th

‘nativity scene she finished to
resemble porcelain.

Even the bathroom, which has L

hand - painted ceramic {iles,
will be decorated for the

missioned. Paintings of other |
homes which the couple has liv- |
ed in, which were done by Dr. |
Ferry, are hung in the upstairs
guest bedrocim.

_The Ferrys have & two -
|passenger elevator to the up-
stajirs _where  ‘heir three
bedrooms are. Thev made
creche figures for the landing
there, and at the top of the
stairs they've hung strings of
lights and clear snowflakes
across a window - divider,

Persons taking the tour will
head north to visit the next two
houses on the tour which belong
to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Morris of
9% E. Court Dr. and Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Wesley Hicks of 1
Griffith Park Dr., which is
northeast of the city on the
banks of the  Sangamon
'River.

The Morris hame, a story and
| one-half Cape Ced style, will be
decorated in keeping with the
| theme of “Deck the Halls.”

holidays.

The family’s Christmas tree in
‘the French provincial living
reom will be decorated with |
mirrored ornaments.

The Hicks family will have
two Christmas trees this year.
They hope to plant the small one
in the family room near their
ranch - style home after the
holidays.

Mrs. Hicks “insists’”” on an
evergreen tree for the family’s
formal living reom. It’s tradi-
tionally decorated in silver and
white to resemble snow and
ice.

Another famlly tradition with
the Hicks’ is the absence of the
baby from the manager until
Christmas. Mrs. Hicks made the
creche with “scraps and lots of
time and lots of gold paint.” it’s
situated in the living room as
well.

That room has French and
Thai accent pieces as well as
several antiques.

entry courtvard which feature
rear plan*mgs surrounded b
ocks.

The family room is done n ar
English country style anc
features a raised hearth iire

 place and a 500-volume library

The bay window will be decor-
ated with gold and rso¢
‘ornaments sent to the family
from Germany.

Near the front entrance the
Hicks will have a large wreath
made with pine cones collected
on the Maine ccast and frested
by the salt air there.

Their home is named ‘“Bell-
grove’’ after an old dinner bell
which is located off the back
deck. Mrs. Hicks says, "It was
our first acqguisition when we
were silly newlyweds znd
wherever we go the name will
stay.”

Mrs. Hicks is going to scent
the air with spiced cider to bring
tour - takers “Over the River
and Through the Woods.” That
scng is  their  decorating
theme.




) Mrs.

Siczzrd Ferry adjusts the
=zs of white lights and

- snowilakes which are a

wr cegorail in - her

upstairs hallway. Another
holiday feature in the Ferry
home is the huge white
Christmas tree with blue balls,
top left.
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Cruikshank-Ferry house
861 West William St.

Per 2l visit Januery 11, 19754

Dr. and Mrs. Ferry took me throush their spartment. Liv
room is the original living room. Dining room now in th
sun vorch. Kitchen was formel from p=rt of z rear vorch.
One large bedroom and one small one are upstzirs, 2nd a
guest room-family room in an extension to the rear wnich
was added later: Dr. Ferrv did not mention when iI wss
added, but possibly when the house wes made intc snart

Closets upstairs have cedar drawers below and = sirgle
deen shelf above,.

The floors are concrete, basement to attic. Wslls zre
quite thick, of four course brick.

Thetre are separsate furnaces for each apertment, =nt Th=
Ferrvs have centrall air conditioning.

Every bedroom has 2 bath. One bathroom still has <he
third faucet (for ice-water), set higher than the usazl
faucets for hot asnd cold water. The Ferrys d4if rnoT Erow
what this was previously.

The livingroom fireplace is said to be limestone, tut it
is smooth surfaced, not like the grained llmes ons with

which I am familiar, the limestone of the Missis
River bluffs.

& portrait of the house, commissioned by the Ferrys,
hangs above the firevlace mantle.

The elevator on the stair in their spartment is
parts, one above and one below the landing. It

two seats.

At the top of the stairs is a glass wall, with French
doors opening into the upper hall.

" A rosegarden is now in the driveway, instead of the
fountain and pool installed by the Cruikshenks,.

BR=~"iators have metsl covers.

0111up screens remaining in the windows still function.

Cryst2l chandeliers in the diningroom and master bsdroom
wars installed by Mrs. Mitchell, who did extensive
interior decorating, much of which remains int=ce.
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