Register of Old Buildingss
Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

iiiress: 314 W, Decatur St. '
(Northwest corner, West. Decatur and South Upion Sireets)
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¥z=s of original owners: John Ullrich
v Wholesale Grocer and Pork Packer,
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John Ullrich was born in Renish, Bavaria in 1833, He disembarked 1n
New Orleans in 1850, age 17, with five dollars in his pocket, His first
trip to Decatur was in 1855 to look it over, In 1855-56 he e back to set-
le, saying, "It's the best land I*ve evers seen.”

In 1859 he merried Elizabeth Litterer in Madison, Indiana. He had al-
ready secured from a Decatur bank a $10,000 loan for a grocery store, John
Ullrich & Co., Wholesale Groceries and Pork Packer, 240-248 E, Main St.

By 1876 he had begun investing in land. : O
The headlines of an article in the January 30th, 1924 Decatur Review
written by E. B, Hitchcock and E, T. Coleman, wasas follows:
' Thrift was -His Watchword
John Ullrich Had Capital of $5
When He Landed in America
But Left a Million. . . -

Mr, and Mrs. Ullrich had three children:
Louetta, widow of Professor Harry Bumstead of Yale,
Lena, wife of Spencer Zwing of Bloomington, Il-
linois.
John H. Ullrich, Decatur.

John Ullrich's only public service was on the Board of Education., It
was always said of him that you knew where he stood. He was simple 2nd
direct, When told that a school was to be named for him, for example, he
said "That's nice". He died in 1919 in California.

"The old John Ullrich home at the northwest corner of Decatur and Un-
jon Streets was sold during last week by the heirs of that estate to Geo.
Williams of the Williams Sealing Corporation who buys the place for a ‘
homesvess

"The Ullrich residence, is a large, old brick residence, well kept up
and one of the most substantial in the city.....The price is not named.”

Newspaper File
May 16, 1920
(See reverse side)

Present owner's name: Norbert McNamara
1875 or 1876 - 1920 - John Ullrich, owner.
1920 - 1944 - Geo, Williams.
1944 - - lorbert McNamara.
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1944 - John Ullrich home sold by Blizabeth T. &illiams to Norbert
¥cNamara who plans to convert the properiy inte an 2pariment house.

"This is a large and well-constructed home of 1 s
large hall and two living rooms, a library, dining room 2nd kitchen on
the first floor, six large bedrooms, hallway and Zull bath. on the sec-
ond floor, a very large attic, floored and ceiled. I
and 1ike many older fine homes has numerous fireplace
"It is on a large lot, 140 x 150, nicely landscaped and with fine large
trees, in a choice and close in location..... The purchaser (Norbert Mc
Namara) plans to convert into two large four-room apartments on the first
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floor: and three three-room apartments on the second

der type with a

Decatur Herald
Real Estate News ™~
- Decatur Herald & Review
Files
November 26, 1944
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From Decatur City Directories

1872 - City Directory - Jabn Ullricm, residence 31 South Mzin,
1873 - i " - " " " 1" " "
1874 = 11 i - " " " " " "
1875 (Missing)

1876 - N. W, cornsr Decatur & Uaion,
1877 =~ N. W. ccrner Decatur & Union.,
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Ullrich Prospered Here

Bavarian Immigrant Accumulated 2 Millions
J ~ 52

Teen-age tebel against Prussian|
cppression in Bavaria—riverboat
soustzbout at New Orleans, clerki
in 2 little Indiana grocery store—|
=nd finally a Decatur banker and |
Lzndowner worth more than two
million dollars.

That .is a brief sketch of the
Lfe of John Ullrich, who came
0 Decatur before the Civil War.
He continued in active manage-
ment of his business interests until
his death in 1919 at the age of 85.

Born in Bavaria in 1833, he
took part in a brief revolution as
a rebel when he was: 16, doing
Eicket duty and slipping into
ostile, garrisoned town to report
on enemy strength. Soon after the
rebellious - movement collapsed,| §
he stipped out of the country and
reached New Orleans after a 63- : S
day voyage. He was by tums-a revo- |

With less than $5 on his arrival, | [utionist,  roustabout, - grocery |
he took the first job available as clerk-and millionaire.
crew member of a riverboat ply- i ; P
ing between New Orleans Eryd threerimt‘xes i;belerede}gs; %omtergusé
Cincinnzti, holding that job for :ﬁgznhn?* sl R

gh.“Mr." Ullrich recalled in|

.~3ohn Ullrich—--

A

came to Deeatur and opened his
own sl grocery store, sleeping

in the Qf’“’fé and te]yilﬁg P‘;PO" hisi |retired from many business enter- Once he told- school Ofﬁmak
stock of goods largely for foo - prises, but continued to devote S .
| time to the National Bank of De-the law will pemmit for school

Pidspered Here _ ‘

Ston he was prospering and in,
the early 1880’s had developed a!
substantial wholesale grocery busi-
ness, Hé had confidence in real
estate and  invested his surplus
eathings in farm land and. city
ptoperty. In 1887, he built "'the‘
largest veterinary hospital in this |
part of the country”, and manu-|
tictuted and sold remedies for
shipping fever and livestaek colic.

In his eatly yeixs in Decatur l

fist fights were common. Mr.
Ullrich was- peaceable by nature,

€ars. - . S
fym brief employment es a |later years that “Jim” Millikin |district’s largest
grocery store clerk in Indiana, hﬁq‘ once whipped the same man in a payers, he. alwa

Sl
s supported - ne-
cessary tax - increasesfor. better

fist fight. ]
In his later years, Mr. Ullrich schools.

“Go the limit, make us pay all

catur of which he was an executive | purposes, so 10.1’-8,33 the ehﬂar_en
and large shareholder. |get the benefits.” The Ullrich

He- also retained general suPer_(School was named for him in re-

vision of  his farming interests!cf‘)gmnon of his interest in educa-
which included ownership of 7, ton. ‘ :
000 acres of land in Macon and
other Central Illinois counties.

Mr. Ullrich had a lifetime in-
terest in schools and served many

ears as a member of the Decatur
| School Board. ]

Although he was one of the,

i

3
=
=
=

RERR U h g Y




" Schools Named For John SUPERVISRS [
Ullrich and Mary French| MANY POLLAG

4 || New Sangamon Building Will Be Named for Former Pres- J‘”ﬁs':r °‘°‘ ':’ 4 "‘:C'
i < e ees m L
! ident of Board of Education and Wood Street Building B

for Former High School Teacher. —_—

fter many years -
of the s=ixth preei
ship has been cheng
213 West W
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Podo[ficé Employes in Wuhnuu’
ton Convention Receive
Encouragement.

.
“Mary W." French,” and “Jobn Ull-yfrom the High school who ranked one

Members of Congress Tell Leit

bl tich” are the pames  selected b the jand two in-their class, three-fifths to sl il
Doard- 6f eiha as’n or e A y;\'ogﬂ number one, and two-fifth to number|IN8 ;"‘"”“:' -
. - ) of Tue n To e ne d onithe north side of the str
Carriers Law Will be Pme4 ¥ e two Thh' cha :
tchool and the new Bangamon| Hundreds of Decatur citizens have| | 't Change wa
Soon. * respectively ch are to belreceived a part of their schooling un-{P0drd of = =

trected this year. This decision was|ger the training of Miss French and
made dugipg the meeting of the board, will welcome the chance given fﬂr"

Tuesdéay @ ternoon. : > polling places
S e =T il e such n appropriate comemmoration.i”,
g g ki b B “[ told $r. Engleman tht I 4id mot| ' Kormer Board President. TP Sen s
N rpriar it want my name used,” said Miss French| In speaking of the name given the|  Hourth distri
caled 4 Tuesday evening, in speaking of the|n.w Sangamon school, a member of| > orth Mon
for = SR affair. “1 belleve it Is always better|the board said that Mr, Ulirich had Eie\:-nﬁzn_
aenlon-in Washibgton: 118 ‘0 name such bulldings for great per- |peen formerly a member of the beard Shfl’.‘lﬂ’“_f‘r‘:‘ s -
“‘ hihpton y’ sonages, personsa who have accomplish- | o¢ education for about 14 years and L ! y-firwt . -
2 n nddies M. ed greai things and are known ‘O;lﬁat he had been president of the|®°TY Store,
M many.” o - | board fc\r a part of the time. Twenty-sec

store, 409 E

Taught Many Years. | Mr. ilrfch has always been a great

Seventh

e : B9 '- t seems to be the opinion of theig riend c,-f the schools; saylng that he
3 i i fAEL I “f‘b}'i-‘bf_ tegel ard that Miss @rench has accom-|always paid school taxes with a bet-j “2tur Street. =
smosg the clerks ang carriers “great things,” one member|ter spirit than any other staxes. ~ Mr Pt ISR 1
cal of e e i hat her name had been select- | Ulirich was & member of the board *a.mlrr mi}‘"‘“'ff"‘:‘,‘,_ .
> : ogtes. o v : i ise she had given hd life, or a | when the Oakland school and the ad- :) B M“‘l;“_"’a' i g
: = Hegrets Ulllf'ﬂ;nt‘?- i - ths ?'ar!t g “} ‘0] ot gl e it boatin e U?:-' fees .v‘-"‘-‘* B 1 .
; i R ¢ of yevatur schools, - rpu.u g - el il
» K S greag interest in | \1 &8 French taught in the schools n' “We feel that mo more appropriate :r:h:::}'”;:f_-"!” gt~
- ? : of 43 years, resigning two years |names could have been found™ said a l.,l/"‘i;’; :,1( . < 2
> gl She established a 31000 scholar- | member of the board in speaking of \,l(',h,d‘;__’.]_. v > e
3 e fund, at that time, the Interest of the selection. In fact mo other names |, "} <, the 3 .
. i b ot ~’ vh was to be glven to graduates | were even suggested.” nofhing. On
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Ones in Business District and Commerce to Carry Invitation li:‘-'-zz.zI e <
Those Go to Other Sections ' to McKinley. ' ?la?\ Moore - &
: su mitted her -

‘ - umber of s
Sixteen applications have been filed| In a silver tub®, made for the y\nr-l ‘L‘t —
for detter boxes, Recently 25 boxes.of Pose. a welcome and invitation to W. ‘«i""r:..,.
he size desirable for residence dis-|B. McKinley to sttend a smoker in| o -upplies
gricts were sent to Decutur. These will | Decatur, s ed by 300 or more Deca- O
Pe located with the effort to giva t tur men will be handed to Mr. McKin-!, i
esl service, most convenlent to the {ley when he lands in New York H.«lp”'tm‘
Argest number of the office patrons.|17th, afteér his trip around the world. | .
Jecisions as to the location of the new |Some members of the Assoclation of |
foxes will not be known for several: jCommerce will léave the last part of
qdays until the situation has been thor-ithe week to carry the n message. John 1-]
'».g::y canvassed. ylzunML Is in charge of the arrange
= $44. Those who wapt mail boxes near ! ments
Gude Promises Support. P iE homes should not appeal to Post-| The welcome herh may not be as big!,
J $ ister Hering, ¥Me has nothing to do}:m the one in Champaign but it is t
with it. File applications with Deputy lbhe as hearty. The GChampaign Chambern! 4
fi'ostmaster Fred S8toewsand or Supt, of lof Commerce has tendered its serv "

i B. Cross S

eS| rudk
Ao 4 wil Willlam Donovan. They have ex-|to the student body of the University! -
gk isive charge of the Jocation of thelof Iilinois who are in direct kh‘l'),t‘ ¢
g yoxes. The local office has nine No. 2]the home-coming ealebration an nv 1 PT'“\' i
yoxes, a large size for the business {for the former congressman 8

istrict and four No, 3 boxes and these | home town

{1} be placed in the business distriet The T,r“Rr‘\rn here has not been fu

n«d the kmall boxes they repiace wil [ datermined upon, but it probably w . ~ -
e installed 'In the Tresidence district. [pe Informal, though- including a wel Df\[
Before anyihing is done posts for thel.oming address. It will t non-pa A

oxes must be had and the work wllltigsan in character = i

ait until the frost is out of the
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