


2aGUE O VCOLHEN VODEks O DIC.LIUR
Decatur, Illinois

lay 21, 1968

'p’)

The meetinz was held in ths home of lirs. Thoras irotznan,
332 S. Llnden, with Mrs. Janet .estenhaver presiding.

PRESENT: Mesdames .estenhaver, Barber, JSchade, Crow, Hippler
? ‘3 ] . 2

Johnson, Frotzman, #illey, .einmnun, Butler, Dakin,

IMiller, Dumas, Heilman, Back, Landholt and Lomane

ABSINT: lMrs. llee
MIIUTSG:  Approved as mailed.

TREASUNRIR'S KiPCRT: Cash on hand 5-1-G68, .255,88. Leceipts,
$149.75. bxpenditu.resg #137.11s <Cash on thd 5-21-68, ,269 52»

ANNCUNCEMEZNTS: 1) IlMirs. Miller received answers pertainins to the
Time for ‘Action announced at the april 17, 1968 board neetingz.
Senators Yercy and Dirksen informed her thet the taxtile quota
ammendments objected to by LWV had been dropped. 2) . request
for Leasue to prov1de information on the «oune uentor vas rade

3) The )ecatur Leazue received a questionnaire frcm the Citizens
Committee on Con Con for Mrs. Landholt to fill out and return.

4) Arrangements for rides to the kegional lizetinz in opringfield
May 22 were discussed., 13 people planned %o zZ0. 5) Lesuames
Jestenhaver, Tilley and Crow gave their reports on the Hational
Convention,

PROGRAM: Committee chairmen gave the follouing reports
Hrs. licGaugh presented consensus findings froum the Ilay
Human Resources-Civil kights Unit lleetings, “hey are as follows:

STATEMENT OF PCGITION
OPTN OCCUPANCY LEGISLATION AND THE HUNMAN RELATICONS COMTIISOION

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports local
legislation to secure equal houcing opportunity for all individuals
regardlesa of race, color, relivlong national origin or ancestry.
The League supuorta legislation to prohibit housing discrimination
by real estate salesmen and brokers, lending ins’cltutlons9
residential land developers, and owners, coverlng apartments,
private homes, and vacant land,

Local legislation for equal housing opportunities should provide
for:

(1) A co mission or agency authorized to investigate and
initiate complalnts of dlscrlmlnatlop, to work to elin-
inate unfair hous ¢ng practices by conference, conciliation
and persuasion: emﬁ to conduct educational programs.




(2) 4 comnission or ajency with enforcement pouers including
recourse to the courts 1f conciliation fails, and the
ight to petition the court for injunctive relicf (with
safeTuards to protect the interest of both parties.).

(3) LCffective enforcement measures to ensure elimination of
unfair housing praectices.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports the estab-
lishment of an agency or coummission, such as a Fair Housing
Board, to enforce local open occupancy legislation. .uch an
awency or conmission would hold hearings and would have the right
to petitlon the courts for issuance of subpoenas and f@r injunctive
relief. *he agency or commission would issue a written annual
report. Final recourse under the law would be to the courts.

. Zhe Leaxzue of ‘onen Voters of Decatur sup orts an expanded
role in the connunity and expanded duties for the vecatur
Human Relations Commission. It stould have the power to initiate,
receive and investigate complaints concerning civil liberties;
it should provide a specific mettod for filing complainfs; and it
should prepare a written annual z2port. The Gommission should
attenpt to coneciliate complaints under the open occupancy ordinance
and should be free to act as a iriend of the complainant if it
feels a complaint to the enforcing agency is justified.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports an approp-
riation in the city budget for Ghe Decatur Human Relations Commission
and for an enforcing agency of the open occupancy ordinance,

Such an appropriation should cover an executive director, secrctarial
services, and educational purjoses.

The League of VWomen Votecs of Decatur feels that all of the
methods of enforeing an opsn occupancy ordinance listed above
dould be available to the coplainant, If such a division of
powers between an enforcing agency and the Human Relations vom=
mission as sugg:sted above ‘s not possible then the Human Kelations
Commission should prcvide sLl of the prz~Court methods of enforceuent.
Zrd Report

lirs., Protzman noved w2 accept the consensus findings with the
deletion of a section on suspension of evidence. woeconded and
rassed. The above report is the final draft.

Mesdames Dumas, Sclade and Johnson presented the "Procedure
for Payment of Dues" fo: members of League of Women Voters of
Decatur to be published for the membershlp as per agreenent in
April.

article VI -~ FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION of the By-Laws states:

"3ec., 2. Dues Annua’ dues of Eight Dollars ($8.00) sha]l be
payable on ‘he first day of the month in which a
member orig.nally 3oined0 Any member who fails to
pay dues wishin two months after they become payable for-
feits membership.”




In an effort to abide by the by-laws, it is proposed that
when a nmzmberfs dues are payable:

l. A Statement be attached to the issue of the Voter
one month prior to the month member's annual dues
are payable, along with a list in the Voter of nanmews
to remind those members whose dues "are now payable,"

2. A second Statenent be sent with the succzedirg
issue of the Voter with aecond reninder in 1lstin¢
of all members whose dues "are now payable."

5. 4A telephome call will be made Ho inquire if unpaid
member has received a datement, and to remlnd the
nember that her dues ars now paysble. <This shall be
done near the end of the month the second notice

is received.

4. By the third nmonth, if dues are still not paid, a
bright-colored (probably oranze,) notice will be
attached to that individual’s Voter stating:

Did you know? - - -

If your dues are not yet paid, your Voter
subscription has expired with t'is issue.

In accordance with the By-Laws, we hope
to receive your dues o avoid interruption
or forfeiture of membership.

LEAGUE NEEDS YQUI

5. Lapsed membership shall be turned over to the
Membership Chairman for reinstatement or for-
feiture, Any request for temporary postponement
of payment should be directed to the Treasurer.

The following procedure for paymenu of dues is reccomnended
for adoption by the board. The treasurer understunds that
the above procedure shall be enacted by her. Froposed as
authorized by Board action 4-17-68.

Mrs. Johnson moved that we accept the above statement.
Seconded and passed.

Mrs. Schade, Organization Vice=president, proposed
a summer coffee . for recrultment of new members, Mrs. Dakin
moved we accept the suggestion. Seconded and passed. lrs.
Schade announced the availability of transfer of membership
cards containing st.utement of dues paid and other pertinent
information for members leaving Decatur.

lMrs. Dumas, Ilembership, announced that we now have 159
members, five of them new. Attendance at the Library neeting
was 34 members. Three o4 our members will be moving from
Decaur. They are Persis Hamilton, *reddie McKeown, and Nancy
Tompkinsg.




FILANCE [irs. ..estenhaver for lirs. liee. Tha National
LUV 50th Anniversary will be in 1970, Iational is . planning
a nation-wide fund drive (szcal $11,0C0,000) in cormmenoration
of the event. PFart of the nmoney will come back tc¢ the Jtate
and part will be returned to the local leaues. It will
begin in January ox February of 1969. National wants it =
to® handled with the local finance drives. i ;1,000,000
donation has alrzady been received, leaving .;10,0C0,000 to be
collected, half of which it is hoped will be collzectad fron
Leazue membership. The drive shodd st:irt with the nmembership.
National has hirad a professional fund raiser and a lublic
Relations man. Our drive can take advantage of liutional publicity.
Mrs., Dakin moved we postpone our 19568 Iund irive from Iazll
and have our 1968-69 drive in early Spring of ?69. Jeconded
and passed.

VOTSRS S7TRVICE lirs. Homan announc2:d that the Candidates
lMeeting will be Cctober 23 at 8 p.me. She pres:anted a list of
sites for the meeting alonz with prices and acconodationss

It was agreed that she pick the place she felt to be nost
suitable to our needs.

Yrse Tilley, Yivil suights Chairman, read a report on a speech
given by lir. m. Ruder of Ituder & Finn, Inc., duscussing a
study of League of Jomen Voters.

Irs. Hellman, Unit Crganization and Ili:etings Chairman, asked
for two homes for evening meetings. ilostesses appointed to
help with these neetings should help in the homes where

the meetings are held and make the coffee at the neetings
held in a public place. Theps should be two hostesses for
the meetings requiring a baby sitter. The nced was exprossed
for experienced League people to act as chairmen for the

Unit lleetings, ’ :

IUBLICITY Mrs. .Jeinman distributed the National Board Reports.
The State LReports are not in yet. oOhe also announced that 25
copies of THIS IS IACOL COUNTY were sent to Hational Convention
and 23 were returned. UlNrs. Crow,

lirs. Crow, Yrogram and Action Vice-president presented the
¥ational FProgram for 1968-1970. '

PUBLICITY Iirs. Barber and lirs. Tilley gave the final report
on the recent Community Conversation held ower station .JDZ,

The radio station has requested sugzestions for the conduct

of the event next year.

VOTiR Kay Butler announced a llay 27 deadline on Voter
articles. Ohe sugsested that anyone havinz items for up=
coning Voters could save %ime by bringing them to the

board meetingse.




