
MARY T. HOWE, Librarian 457 NORTH MAIN STREET DECATUR, ILLINOIS

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS' SPECIAL MEETING
APRIL 5, 1966

A special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public
Library was held on April 5, 1966 In the Board Room of the Main Library,

457 North Main Street, Decatur, Illinois

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mrs. Mary T. Howe, Librarian

Mrs. Marilyn Byrd
Mr. Allan Keith, Reporter

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Mr. W.A. Sapplngton, President
Mr. R.A. Grohne

Mr. W.L. Olsen

Mr. David Pllcher

Mrs. Roger Pogue
Mrs. Jos. Russell

Mrs. Erich Stern

Mr. W.L. Tebussek

Mr. Robert West

The special board meeting was called for the purpose of approving
the certification to set up an accumulated building fund, to approve
the designation of an auditing firm, and to hold a personnel committee
meeting. The meeting was called to order at 4:10 p.m. by Mr. Sapplngton,
president.

Mr. Sapplngton presented the certification In the form of a
resolution to call for an acciamulatlon of a building fund. After discussion
of the amount to be requested each year and the number of years over which
the accumulation should be spread, Mr. Grbhher moved the amount be set
at $81,000 for three years with $27,000 to be set aside each year. Mr.
Pllcher seconded the motion. Mr. Sapplngton read the certification (Attached)
Mr. Grohne moved the certificate be transmitted as read. Mr. Olsen seconded
the motion. All present voted aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Wept moved the firm of Sleeper, Nalefskl, & Catlln be
retained as the auditors for the 1965/66 fiscal accounts of the Decatur
Public Library. Mr. Grohne seconded the motion. All members^present
voted aye. Motion carried.

Mr. Sapplngton called an executive session to consider the Personnel
Committee report. The Board agreed to wait for the classification study
before changing the salaries of the professional librarians, both the
present staff and those t6 be recruited. Mrs. Howe agreed to ask the
University of Illinois for the salaries being offered the 1966 graduates.

The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

^ Respectfully submitted,

y  (, hhrujr^c
Mary ̂  Howe
City lAbrarlan



CITY OF DECATUR
MUNICIPAL BUILDING DECATUR, ILLINOIS

Board of Directors

Decatur Public Library
North Main Street

Decatur, Illinois

Apri1 1966

Gentlemen;

In their regular meeting on the ifth day of
April, 1966, the City Council took action on requests
presented to them on March 28th by the Board of Directors
of the Decatur Public Library.

A certified copy of the motions made by the Council
is enclosed.

Yours very truly,

Mr £• Grot.fdn
City Clerk

#



MONDAY, APRIL Ij., 1966

The City Council of the City of Decatur met in regular meeting

at 7:30 P. M. Mayor Ellis B. Arnold presiding, together with him being

Councilmen Henry H. Bolz, Frank J. Grossman, Leland H. Henderson, Robert

W. Kopetz, and Elmer W, Walton. Councilman Edmond J. Arseneault was

absent. Six members of the Council were present.

"5?- rc -Jf

[jij.007 Councilman Bolz moved that the request of the Decatur Public

Library that the City provide fiscal accounting, payroll processing,

and purchasing services, be approved effective May 1, 1966, on the

condition that the cost of providing the services enumerated will be

paid by the Library and the Library will conform to City standards of

accounting, record keeping and procedures; seconded by Councilman Kopetz,

and on call of the roll, Councilmen Bolz, Grossman, Henderson, Kopetz,

Walton, and Mayor Arnold voted aye, motion carried.

i^OOS Councilman Grossman moved that the request of the Board of

Directors of the Decatur Public Library to issue bonds for a South

Shores branch library be denied; seconded by Councilman Henderson,

and on call of the roll, Councilmen Bolz, Grossman, Henderson, Kopetz,

Walton, and Mayor Arnold voted aye, motion carried.

•51- -Jc-

There being no further business to come before the Council,

Councilman Bolz moved that the meeting be adjourned; seconded by Council

man Walton, and on call of the roll, Councilmen Bolz, Grossman, Henderson,

Kopetz, Walton, and Mayor Arnold voted aye, motion carried. Meeting

adjourned at 8:56 P« M.

TTrntjan
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

COUNTY OF MACON

CITY OF DECA.TUR

SS.

I, PHYLLIS E. GROTJAN, City Clerk of the City of Decatur,

Illinois, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and

correct copy of motions adopted and passed by the Council of

the City of Decatur at a regular meeting of said Council, held

on the i^-th day of April, 1966.

I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that the original of which the fore

going is a true and correct copy is entrusted to me as Clerk of

said City for my safekeeping, and that I am the lawful keeper

and custodian of the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed

the corporate seal of said Corporation this l\.th day of April, 1966.

erk of De^tur iinois
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MARY T. HOWE, Librarian 457 NORTH MAIN STREET DECATUR, ILLINOIS

CERTIFICATION

WHEREAS, the Decatur Public Library is a "public library", under "An Act in

relation to free public libraries for cities, villages, incorporated tovms and

townships and to repeal Acts and parts of Acts therein named," approved July 12,

1965, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public Library (hereinafter

referred to as the Board) has determined to accumulate a fund for the purpose of

accomplishing one or more of the following: to wit; to erect a building to be

used as a library, or to purchase a site for the same, or to furnish necessary

equipment therefor, or to do any or all of these things, and

WHEREAS, the Board has caused a plan of such building to be prepared, and,

in.addition, estimates of the cost of such site and building to be made, and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the term over which the collection of

the cost of erecting a building to be used as a library, or the cost of purchasing

a site for the same, or the cost of furnishing necessary equipment therefor, or

the cost of any or all of these things, shall be three'(3) years, and

WHEREAS, the Board reaffirmed the foregoing statements at its regular meeting,

March 25, 1966, and

WHEREAS, the Board directed the Secretary to transmit the aforesaid records

to the corporate authorities, and

WHEREIAS, the corporate authorities of the City of Decatur did not provide

that bonds of the City of Decatur be issued for the purposes aforesaid, and



WHEREAS, the corporate authorities otherwise approved the action of the Board,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,

FIRST: That the Board divide the total cost of such purpose into three parts

to spread the collection thereof over three years, to wit:

1966-1967 - $27,000.00
1967-1968 - $27,000.00
1968-1969 - $27,000.00

SECOND: That the Board certify the amount of $27,000.00 to the corporate

authorities to be included in the annual appropriation for the Decatur Public

Library, Decatur, Illinois, for the fiscal year 1966 to 1967 as provided in Sections

5-1, 5-2, and 5-3 of an Act in relation to free public libraries for cities,

villages, incorporated towns and townships and to repeal Acts and parts of Acts

therein named, approved July 12, 1965.

PRESIDENT OF THE BOA^ O^JDIRECTDRS

Dated this 5th day of April, 1966

ATTEST:

A  —CITY L^^RIAN
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DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

Decatur, Illinois

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS' SPECIAL MEETING - APRIL 13, 1966
i  ,

A special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Decatur Public Library was
held on April 13, 1966 in the Board Room of the Main Library, 457 North Main Street,
Decatur, Illinois.

MEMBERS PRESENT: MEMBERS ABSENT: OTHERS PRESENT:

Mr. W. A. Sappington, President Mr. Robert West Mrs. Mary T. Howe
Mr. R. A. Grohne Mrs. Marilyn Byrd
Mr. W. L. Olsen Miss Mary Anne Johnson
Mr. David Pilcher (Herald newspaper)
Mrs. Roger Pogue Mr. Jim Gray (WSOY)
Mrs. Jos. Russell

Mrs. Erich Stern

Mr. W. L. Tebussek

The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. by Mr. Sappington, President.

Mr. Sappington read Mrs. Howe's letter of resignation, (Copy of letter attached.)

Mr. Sappington read Mrs. Edith McNabb's letter of resignation. (Copy attached.)

Mr. Sappington called an Executive Session of the Board of Directors and Mrs.
Howe, Mrs. Byrd, and the reporter left the room. (4:40 p.m.)

The meeting resumed at 5:10 p.m. Mr. Sappington asked if their was any dis
cussion concerning Mrs. McNabb's letter of resignation. It was brought to the
attention of the board that Mrs. McNabb joined the Rolling Prairie Libraries staff
on February 1, 1966 to alleviate the financial situation at Decatur Public Library
and had elected to remain with that association. Mr. Grohne moved that Mrs. McNabb's
resignation be accepted. Mrs. Russell seconded the motion. All present voted aye.
Motion carried.

Mr. Sappington asked if their was any discussion with respect to the resignation
of Mrs. Howe. Mr. Grohne moved that Mrs. Howe^s resignation be accepted effective
May 1, 1966 with two weeks severance pay. Mrs. Howe said that she had not taken a
vacation (other than two weeks) since 1962. Mr. Grohne asked what Mrs. Howe thought
was owed to her. Mrs. Hbwe said she would settle for two months. Mr. Olsen said
that if this was customary it should be given £o her. Mr. Grohne amended his motion
that Mrs. Howe^s resignation be accepted effective May 1, 1966 with four weeks sever
ance pay. Mr. Olsen seconded the motion. All present voted aye. Motion carried,

Mr. Sappington asked if there were any other matters to be brought before the
board. Mr. Pilcher moved that the President form a committee to seek a replacement
for the librarian. Mrs. Stem seconded the motion. All present voted aye. Motion

carried.

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

7~
Mary lQ Howe
City Librarian



April 12, 1966

Mr. W.A.Sappington, President
Board of Directors

Decatur Public Library
Decatur, Illinois

Dear Mr. Sappington:

This is my letter of resignation from the position of City Librarian.

I came.here November 16, 1954 and have seen this library grow into an
international library of considerable and justifiable reputation.
Through the years you have had a staff of dedicated and qualified
librarians to give the best public library service possible. They
have worked well with each other and with the library boards, a source

of pride to all of us.

Decatur wants more library services than the library can give currently.

It has reached a peak of excellence however and I have every reason
to think it will continue to grow, if you proceed slowly and steadily
towards higher goals of achievement.

The tax dollar although tangible, is ofisedondary importance; education
for each citizen of Decatur from childhood, when he first ieams to read
to his aging years is the primary function of the public library. Tied
with this is the responsibility to provide re-creation and inspiration
through the library collection.

The climate of intellectual freedom must be maintained. The Board of
Directors must create this climate and protect it. Again Decatur
should be proud that the Board of Directors have affirmed the Library

Bill Rights and the Right to Read.

May the honors securing in the future to the Decatur Public Library
be as great as they have been in the past.

In\,ox:deir jtcr.'jcomplete my work, for 'the fiscal year, I should like my

resignation to become effective not earlier than May 15th or later
than June 1, 1966.

Y/Ours very sincerely.

Howe

City I/ibrarian



7US Uest Harrison

Decatur, Illinois S2522
April 9, 1966

Mr. tiJ. A. Bappington, Preaidsnt ^ !°' -
Board of Trustees " ■ ,
Decatur Public Library
328 South Ulestlauin
Decatur, Illinois 62522

Dear Mr. Sappington:

It is uith regret that I tender my resignation, because
uiorking for the Decatur Public Library has been a distinct pleasure.

I am grateful for the opportunity of helping to "bring
books and people together" (to quote Mrs. Houe), not only uiithin
the narrow confines of the city limits but throughout central Illinois,
via the media of radio and television. Incidentally, the commercial
value of time and services given us by the four stations this past
year exceeds $38,DOD.OO. You have made possible this outstanding con
tribution to education, and I am grateful to have had a part.

liJithout being presumptuous, may I congratulate you upon
your farsightedness in seeking closer relationship with The Friends.
I can assure you of my continued interest in this organization.

Your resolution of commendation of the work of this de
partment is deeply appreciated.

To you, personally, to the other members of the Board,
and to Mrs. Howe, my very best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

Edith M. McNabb (Mrs.)
Head, Community Information



DECATUR PUBLIC LIBRARY

Decatur, Illinois
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