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saGUE O1 VOIEN VOR2Eks Ck DIAC.TUL
Decatur, Illinois

llay 21, 1968

'})

The meetinz was held in ths home of lirs. Thoras irotzman,
332 5. Linden, with lirs. Janet .Jestenhavar presiding,.

PRESENT: Mesdames Liesta:{ahaver‘*ﬁ Barber, Iichade, Crow, Ilippler,
Johnsony Frotzman, tilley, .einmun, Butler, Dakin,
Miller, Dumas, Heilman, Beck, Landhclt and Homan.

ABSANT: lirs. llea

MINUTIS:  Approved ag mailed.

TREASURIR'S KiPCRT: Cash on hand 5-1-68, .255,88. lisceipts,

&

$149.75, IExpenditures, #137.11ls <Cash on hund 5-21-58, +269.52,

ANNCUNCEMEZNTS: 1) IlMrs. Miller received answers pertainins 4o the
Time for Action announced at the April 17, 1968 board neetingze
Senators Yerecy and Dirksen informed her that the taextile quota
ammendments objected to by LMV had been dropped. 2) .+ request
for Leajue to 'provide informaticn on the Jone Center wus r:ud.

3) The Jecatur Leazue received a questionnaire from the Jitizens
Committee on Con Con for MNrs. Landholt to £fill out and return,

4) Arrangements for rides to the kegional Lizetinzy in Jpringfield
Magy 22 were discussed. 13 people planned to zo. 5) Iliesdanmes
Jestenhaver, Tilley and Crow gave their reports on the HNational
Convention,

PROGRAM: Committee chairmen gave the following reports:
Mrse. licGaugh presented consensus findings from tho llay
Human Resourcss—~Civil Kkights Unit lleetings., “hey are as follows:

' STATEMENT OF PCSITION
OPTN OCCUPANCY LEGICLATION AND THE HUNMAN RELATICNS CONLISSION

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports local
legislation to secure egqual housing opportunity for all individuals
ragardless of race, cclor; religion, national origin or ancestry.
The League supvorts legislation to prohibit housing discrimination
by real estate salesmen and brokers, lending institutions,
residential land developers, and owners, covering apartments,
private homes, and vacan®t laand. ‘ '

Local legislation for equal housing opportunities should provide
for: ;

(1) A co mission or agency authorizsd %o investigate and
initiate complaints of discrimination; to work to elin-
inats unfair housing practices by conference, conciliation

o

and persuasion; md to conduct educational programs.




Pa &

(2) A comnission or ajgency with enforcement powers including
recourse to the courts if conciliaticn fails, and the
right to petition the court for injunctive relicf (with
safeguards to protect the interest of both parties).

(3) LCffective enforcement measures to ensure elimination of
unfair housing prgetices.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports the estab-
lishment of an agency or comumission, such as a Fair Housing
Board, to enforce local open occupancy legislation. .uch an
agency or commission would hold hearings and would have the right
to petition the courts for issuance of subpoenas and for injunctive
relief. *he agency or commission would issue a written annual
report. Final recourse under the law would be to the courts.

“he Leazue of Jonen Voters of Decatur sup orts an expanded
role in the community and expandad duties for the secatur
Human Relations Commission. It shiould have the power to initiate,
recelve and investigate complaints concerning civil liberties;
it should provide a specific metlod for filing complaints; and it
should prepare a written annual xzzport. The Gommission should
attempt to conciliate complaints under the open occupancy oxrdinance
and should be free to act as a friend of the complainant if it
feels a complaint to the enforeing agency is Jjustified.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports an approp-—
riation in the city budget for the Decatur Human Relations Jormmission
and for an enforcing agency of the open occupancy ordinance,

Such an appropriation should cover an executive director, secrctarial
services,; and educational purjoses.

The League of Women Voters of Decatur feels that all of the
methods of enforeiny an opsn cccupancy ordinance listed above
gould be available to the corplainant, If such a division of
powers between an enforcing agency and the Human Relations vome
mission as suggisted above s not possible then the Human lkielations
Commission should provide ailRof the pro-~Court methods of enforceuent.
Zrd Report

Mry, Protzman noved vws accept the consensus findings with the
deletion of a section on suspension of evidence. weconded and
passed. The above report is the final draft.

Mesdames Dumas, Scrade and Johnson presented the "Procedure
for Payment of Dues" fo’ members of League of Jomen Voters of
Decatur to be published for the membership as per agreement in
April.

article VI - FINANCIAIL ADMINISTRATION of the By-Laws states:

"See., 2. Dues Annua’ dues of Eight Dollars (#8.00) shall be
payable on ‘he first day of the month in which a
member orig.nally Joined. Any member who fails to
pay dues wishin two months after they become payable for-
feits membership."”




In an effort to abide by the by-laws, it is proposed that
when a mzmber'’s dues are payable:

l. A Statement be attached to the issue of the Voter
one month prior to the month member's annual dues
are payable, along with a list in the Voter of nameg
to remind those members whose duves "are now payable."

2. A second Statement be sent with the succzeding
issue of the Voter with secocnd reminder in listing
of all members whose dues "are now payable."

2. 4 telephone call will be made Lo inquire if unpaid
menber has received a dmtenent, and to remind the
nember that her dues are now payable. <This shall be
dene near the end of the month the secend notice
is received.

i~

By the third month, if dues are still not paid, a
bright~-colored (probably oranze) nobtice will be
attachad to that individual'’s Voter stating:

Did you know? - - -
If your dues are not yet paid, your Voter
subscription has expired with tis icssue.
In accordance with the By-Laws, we hope
%o receive your dues to avoid interruption
or forfeiture of membership.
LEAGUE NEEDS YOU!

5. Lapsed membership shall be turned over to the
lMembership Chairman for reinstatement or for-
feiture., idny request for temporary postponement
of payment should be directed to the Treasurer.

The following procedure for paymenu of dues is reccomn mended
for adoption by the board. The treasurer understunds that
the above procedure shall be enacted by her. IFroposed as
authorized by Board action 4-17-68.

Mrs., Johnson moved that we accept the above statement.
conded and passed.

Mrse. Schade, Organization Vice=president, proposed
a summer coffee for recruitment of new members. Mrs. Dakin
moved we accept the suggestion. Seconded and passed. lrs.
Schade announced the availability of transfer of membership
cards containing statement of dues paid and other pertinent
information for members leaving Decatur.

Mrs. Dumas, lembership, announced that we now have 159
members, five of them new. Attendance at the Library meeting
was 34 members. Three of our members will be moving from
Decdur, They are Persis Hamilton, freddie cKeown, and Nancy
Towmpkins.




FINANCE lirs. .estenhaver for lirs. liee. Tha National
LIV 50th Anniversary will be in 1970. Iational is.planning
a nation-wide fund drive (zoal $11,0C0,000) in comnenoration
of the event. Fart of the money will come back t¢ the Ltate
and part will be returned to the local leajues. It will
begin in January or February of 1969. National wants it =
to® handled with the local finance drives. i ,1,000,000
donation has alrzady been received, leaving .;10,000,000 to be
collected, half of which it is hoped will be collected fron
League membership. The drive shodd st irt with the nembership.
National has hirad a professional fund raiser and a lublie
Relations man. Our drive can take advantage of liutional publicity.
lirs. Dakin moved we postpone our 1968 iund irive from Iall
and have our 1968«69 drive in early Spring of °69. Jeconded
and passed.

VOTERS STERVICE lirs. Homan announc:d that the Candidates
lMeeting will be Cctober 23 at 8 p.m. She presonted a list of
sites for the meeting along with prices and acconodations,

It was agreed that she pick the place she felt to be nost
suitable to our needs.

Yirs. Tilley, Uivil wsights Chairman, read a report on a speech
given by lir. im. Ruder of Luder & Finn, Inc., duscussing a
. study of League of Jomen Voters.

lrs. Heilman, Unit Crganization and Ili:etings Chairman, asked
for two homes for evening meetings. Iostesses appointed to
help with these neetings should help in the honmes where

the meetings are held and make the coffee at the neetings
held in a public place. There should be two hostesses for
the meetings requiring a baby sitter. The nced was exprossed
for experienced League people to act as chairmen for the '
Unit Ileetings, ' ‘ ‘

IUBLICITY Mrs. Jeinman distributed the National Board Reports.
The State Reports are not in yet. Ohe also announced that 25
copies of THIS IS IIACOL COUNTY were sent to Hational Convention
and 23 were returned. UlMrs. Crow,

lMrs. Crow, Yrogram and Action Vice-president presented the
National Program for 1968-1970. ‘

PUBLICITY lirs. Barber and lirs. Tilley gave the final report
on the recent Comnunity Conversation held over station JDZ,

The radio station hus requested suggestions for the conduct

of the event next year.

VOT:R Kay Butler announced a lay 27 deadline on Voter
articless Ohe sugszested that anyone havinz items for up=
coning Voters could save time by bringing them to the

board meetings.




