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Macon County Historical Coordinatinz Council

Address: 780 E. Cerro Gordo
Norfolk and Western Railway

Date of original construction: 1901,

Name of original owner: Wabash Railroad, -

Historys

See these attachments:

1. Copy of pages 30,31 - Past and Present in Decztur and Macon

County, I111n01s, 5, J. Clark Publ:::;rg 0., Chicago 1903,
24 Copy of pp 208-210 and 326-327 - Richmon?, ¥=2bsl Z,, Centennial

History of DecatuL and Macon County, Thz Dzcztiur Review, De-
catur, 1050

3. Sunday, March 10, 3968, Herald and Review, I1linois Sesquicen-
tennial Column, Mergers, Consolidations Devslerp=: Zailroads,

4. Sunday, October 5, 1969, Herald and Review, Otio Z, Kyl
Decatur Used to Have 72 Passenger Trains.

W

er ¢ Hail-

5. February 3, 1924, Review, E, B. Hitchcock column, chapter €3, Rail
' --road Era-Begins.

£.- February 4, 1924, Review, chapter 64, William H, Znnis - Rzilroad-
er, ' -

. ADril 29,1924, Reviéw, £, T. Coleman column, chapter lh@; Rich in
Transportation, '

. Juns 14, 1901 Review, To Accept, Architect Link Comes Here.

1£, 1901 Review - New Wabash Station,

10, Jume 17, 1901 Review = In the New Office.

11. June 2Z, 1201 Review - In The New Stationm.

.12, June 18, 1901 - Herald - Is Opened Today,
13. June 16, 1801 - Revisw - Crowd at Opening.

Present owner: Norfolk & destern Railway Co,
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16,
17.

18,
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20,

21,
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23,

24,

25,
26.

27.

December 1, 1912 - Sunday Review - Greatesi Zzilrcad Shoos o
the County.
—__—L

July 17, 1960 - Sunday Herald & Review — With Z233-cais Decatur's
Growth Came Fast,
December 15, 1968 - Sunday Herald & Review - 012 Szn<z (laus Used

1o Arrive in Styls.

- .

August 21,'51 - Sunday Herald & Review - Wabash ¥ovss Inzc 34 -
Million Decatur Jot

December 21, 1953 - Review - Wabdsh Celebratien Zlznned - 100+<n
Anniversary in Spring.

nial Committee,

July 21; 1954 - BEditorial - Wabash Discontinuss Sle=:sr Serviecs to
Chicage. e ' '

September 23, 1956 - \unday Herald ‘& Review - 1asi of Wabash Steam
Engines on-Scrap Pile, - Y

March 27, 1960 - Review —'City7Wil;krotest Tizﬁt Train Cut,

December 1, 1960 - Review - Wabash Involved in Herger of Norfolk and
“'Western with Nickel flate To-Be Leased,

January 20, 1962 Review - Wabash o Rebuild 350 Cars.,

Prior to July 9, 1969 - 2900's Become Zxtinet;—-{Library file)

April 21, 1971 - Decatur Tribune - The Wabash Cannonball, James Ded-
marn,

December 15, 1975 - Herzld - Times Cnange for Timepleces, Jeweler in
N. & W. Depot Notes.




New Wabash Pzssenger Station




A descripiion
Cantrell, early 1272

The Wabash D=zct Is not true to an architectural style; how-
ever, it does assical details. The depot iqbomposed
of a central two-story wings which end in pedi-

ments. The ntical; however, they do have a
over=-all bala The depot is faced with brick and
ornamented in

The various s
frienze, belt, corn
the whole roof, T

tions of the depot are unified by plinth,
c2, cuoins and a balustrade which runs around
Tne =mzin entranceway is encompassed by Ionic col-

umn and crowned witn a classical pediment which form thz base of
Tne tower whlch is the main fececzl point of

I0OWever

the three-story t
the building is n
its central locat
projecting balcon
ing's integrity.

and col mned belfry 40 not deval:

The first story front windows are topﬁed by m
and set on bracketed sills while those of the ngﬁ_
cades do not have such ornamentation.

A fountain which was a feature of the originzl plan was nsver
constructed.
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ish gothic; the walls are frescoed, a vefy
hyndsome tint being selected; the appofnt-

are

between
branches & the road.

A
tne

/Xhis was originally the

estern ter-
mmates east and
d on the west; the extegsion from

Springfi
/ to Sprmghel-

he Cmcmnan,
It carries

The Wabash Railroad.

railroad it be-
with the enact-
1835 and 1836,
known Improvement
Scheme. scheme was included the
Northern Cross Railroad extending from
Quincy to Danville
first locomotive engi

To give a history of

o0

ne in the state ran over

"field in 1812, Thi

-engines.

chartered in 1837. The

PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON COUNTY.

this road

1 Meredosia to Jacksonville,
in 1839. The road w

mpleted to Spring-
oad was constructed

aced with strips

of wooden rails,
iron. The

pro rb al tar bucket
axle we Teceived our
reight, ‘new. and fresh, in -
days aiter ordering. S

Much objection, that no# seems pecuhar) vz
was urged against railroads when first pro- ¢
posed. Some argued that the horses Would o

_be so frlghtened by the cars that the lands

near the roads could not:b Cultlvated
that the ranges Would be rendered useless; i
and the poor people would compelled
to keep up their’ stock that the game would -
all be driven away by the whtsthncr of the o

The name of thlS road was soon after'

- changed to The Toledo ‘Wabash and West-

ern Railroad. In 1876 this road operated .
473 miles of track between Toledo and
Quincy; 110 miles between St. Louis and
Decatur; the Keokuk branch of 41 miles
and the Naples branch of 3 miles; a total of
627 miles. ‘

In 1877 the name was changed to The
Wabash Railroad, which name it still re-
tains. This road nov(r operates over two

” QL&W@ZWQ Chreeage 17035 79 de

llrroaia




PAST AND PRESENT

i of track and is a through
== ‘o= Kansas City to Buffalo with
ssenger trains to New York City.
line to Kansas City via Hannibal
. another via St. Louis, and a

catur is the  central
1 all this enormious traffic must pass.
an aggressive road, having recently
red a large number of feeders, which
etrate some of the most remote regions
of the nnddle west,

Decatur is the hpniev of the Middle Divi-
sion of the Wabash.
Robertson and the Middle Division officials
reside here, the largest force of dispatchers
in the country is, located here ‘the car shops
employ between 200 and 300 men ; a branch
of the locomotive shops employs a number
of men; aud most of the train men live here;
not less than 1,200 men connected with the
Wabash live in Decatt : The pay rolls ap-
proximate $goo ooo per ear on th\e, Middle
Division.

The new W abash sta‘uon ]ust west of the
north end of the Central statlcn with which
its platform connects, is ‘one.of the hand-
tions on-the VVabash system =1t
, two stories high, built of
1d trimmed with stone and
he architecture is colonial,
r; the main portion is two
, baggage and express
The interior is

50

he mail,

rooms are but one >tor}.

finished in tile floors, marble wainscoting, .

ending a charm-

frescoed ceiling and walls; !
ing effect. The cost of the building ap-

J?MG& ¢MM7Q %&Q?ﬂ" 1963, Vil 3/

proximates seventy thousand dollars.

Black Hawk War.
roll of

Auster
panyv of mounted vol
the Fifth R

g

" States at the mouth of the Fox river,

point through -

- Superintendent A. "’.,’lea\-e_;

OF MACON COUNTY. 51
taers of Illinois Militia, commanded by Brig-;
ad\er General Samuel Whiteside.

Nustered out of the service of the Unitg
Tni-

nois May 27, 1832. Date of enlistment, -
24, 1832 ; term of enlistment, 33 das

Jamég Johnson, captain, prom
nel May 16, 1832; William War
lieutenant, absent with leave: I.
second lieyitenant, promoted to cap
16, 1832; |

sent on extrna duz}'

‘sergeant, pl‘ﬁ‘lDic’t_
Walter Bowl§, third
Joseph\ Hanks,
Henry M. Goriy, first corporgl; S. I
ard, second coyporal; G. /Coppenbarger,
third corporal, apsent with leave; James
Milton, fourth co \’oral kifled in battle.

Privates—Asher \1mpsn Abram Black,
D. McCall, D. H. tewrt Elisha Butler,
G. D. Smallwood, John Hanks, Jacob Lane,
John Henderson, ]a1es Querrey, James
Miller, John Manley/\James Ennis, John
Clifton, Jesse Dickey, Tohn Williams, John
Murphey, John Blagk, James Herrod, Kin-
ian Ingram, C. Hogper, Rgbert Smith, S. B.
Devvees, 3. Miller/ S. Troxgl, Thomas Dev-
enport, William /Hanks, William Adams,
William MMiller,/ William’ Hoper ‘William
Cox, Joseph Chifton.

There was glso a company Of
ganized durig the summer o \1832 com-
manded by Gaptain William Wary 1ck They
went as far as Kickapoo, a tow \n on Big
Vermilion/ river, but ﬁndmg no\ Indians,
soon retyrned. \

S€r

| rangers or-

\

Mexican War.

War/ was declared with Mexico in\‘\lay,
1846. / Under the call for volunteers 1IN 11015
was /entitled to three regiments. Un \der
prog¢lamation of Governor Ford, the shek iff
of /Macon county calling for volunteefs.
ompany C, afterwards forming part of the
Fourth Regiment, was raised, consisting o

M uv%oL 7Viacerr Czwt/ \-—//%ﬂ,zz—z/a/
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CHADPTTIR NNNEN
THI RATLROADS CONIE
Q:. LOOK, there i
Excited children

big folks were turned

weed up and down. I‘aces of little folks and
| toward the west. Over

er oanticipati

the wrinkled cowm
puffing of a locomotive L been heard. With a rumble and a roar

an engine pulled in.

Decatur was oul to welcome its first railroad train. With that
first traan can mning of the era of Decatur’s prosperity, and
the county's development. Nothing now could stand in the way.
nty had arrived!
ntous day in April, 1854, when the Great <<.mwT
L service into Decatur. Tt was

the be

Decatur and Nacon ¢

That was a n

crn Rai

ad oy nangurated tre
something that |

the culmination of hopes started hack in the "30s.

A been Tonged for and worked for! It was

hrought more to Macon county than

The coming
the wildest dreams ever fancied. Agricultural development was now
assured. Industries started could find markets for their products.
Material advancement could be made in any direction. The railroads
brought more people. More people meant more business. The United
States census figures tell the history of the county’s increase in popu-
lation. In 1850 there were only 3,998 people in the entire country. By
1870 that figure had risen to 26,481, In Decatur alone there were prob-
ably 1500 people before 1854, In 1860 there were 3,839. By 1870 the
population was 7,161.

That first locomotive which made the trip into Decatur was
called “The Frontier”. It was well named, for the county might have
been classed as frontier be-
fore that time.

When Decatur turned
out enmasse that April day
to. greet its first train, it
really had to go to the
country.? Decatur then did
not extend as far north as
(he Wabash track. It did-

AN BARLY WABASH LOCOMOTIVE 't take the city long to ex-

e b Cenilsrral, Mooty of

)04 vt ota , §9 So

hees of the old spread looks of amazement. The .

4 -
mdih o ol FViacer? ;\\., ¢ KY\ y Lol 1iecd

T RATLROADS CON

_ Wals

ads came.

pand that Tar, however, after the
built, three surveys were made Tor the o chit of way. One came in
through the old Tair crounds and cast over what is now Fldorado
atreet. Another was almost the same as the one selected,

Sullivan Burgess, who afterwards was Decatur’s city engineer
at various times, was a busy man in the days of building railroads.
He located the line from Springfield to Decatur, and from Decatur to
Tolono, also, later on, the road from Decatur to East St. Louis, and
was in charge of the construction work of the latter line from De-
catur to Taylorville. He located railroads in various other sections
of the country, also. Afterwards he was a partner in business with
Charles A. Tuttle, who had been division engineer with the Illinois
Central when its line was under construction.

The railroad track was finished hetween Springfickd and Wyckles
quite a while before it came on in (o Decatur. The delay was caused
by the long fill at Stevens ereck. Work on the fill had to he done by

man power, as there were o steam shovels. The men used picks to
loosen the ground in cuts further west., Then the dirt was shoveled
by hand into cars, and wheeled in to where the fill was being made.

It took large gangs of men and much time to make this G111t
was difficult to secure labor, and men employed were rather a rough
class. Many were the tales told of troubles in the labor camps.

Two gangs were at work most of the time, one composed of Irish
and the other of Germans, fresh from the old country. Disputes were¢
inevitable®

THE WABASH

The railroad company known as the Great \Western, which
brought Decatur its first road, later became a part of the Toledo,
Wabash and Western, afterwards called the Wabash and Western,
and reorganized in 1877 as the Wabash railway company. In 1879 it
was consolidated with the St. Louis, Kansas City
and Northern Railway company and became known
4s the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific. Tn 1889 1l
was reorganized as the Wabash Railroad comy
In 1915 the road was sold under foreclosure, and
| an the

the reorganized company was incorpori
Wabash Railway company. Two important addi
, (1

_ R _:,___ \Wit

tions which came into control
Missouri, Kansas and Texis fine from Mobherly (o
Flannibal, Mo, and the Ann \rhor Raihromd o

pany lines.

i
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The Decatur and Fast St Louis railrond was chartered in 1367,
but the line from Decatur to St Lovis was built in 1869 under the
I and Weatern, The fivst Wabash

management of the Toledo, \Wabas
¢ was an cight-stall house.

roundhouse in Decatur was built in 1809,

In the carliest days of the road oxe
cars. The first vardmaster in Decatur was John Dinneen, who began
Iv "00s, and remained with the Wabash until 1875, At
1e cars for both the Wa-

0 were used for switching

work in the carly

first Dinneen drove the oxen and switched tl
bash and Illinois Central. The first switch engine was not brought in
until after the line to St. Louis had been constructed.

- In 1884 the Wabash shops were moved from Pe“ofiaﬂ to Decatur.
From that time on, Wabash interests in.Deeatur increased in size and
importance. Millions ol dollars have been spent on grounds, buildings,
bridges and equipment. Some of the big projects have been the con-
struction of the locomotive shops in 1913-14, and additions made later,
miles of trackagcvi‘ﬁ the yards, reclamation plant, concrete bridge east
of Decatur, bridge over Sangamon on line to St. Louis, and innumera-
ble buildings. Inside of Decatur alone the Wabash has thirty-seven
miles of tracks. One year, in 19206, the Wabash spent more than $7,-
500,000 in Decatur. )

Decatur was the headquarters of the old \iddle division; when
the system had three divisions, eastern, middle and western. After
the system was re-divided and more divisions were created, it re-
mained headquarters for the Decatur division. It not only is the loca-
but has some of the general offices, namely,

tion of the division offices,
{he mechanical, telegraph and signal departments.

Thirty-three hundred persons in Decatur are employed by the
\Wabash, and the annual
pavroll is estimated at $5,-
000.000. Scores of trains
pass through the city each
day.

Today the Wabash
“system covers nearly 3,000
miles, serving eight states
of the United States and a
province of Canada. Ac-
cording to its report for
1929, the earnings for that
WABASII STATION year were $76,632.974.

Rightly Decatur is called the “TTuly” of the Wabash. - ,
7

i, TN EL, Conils
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CHAPTER LVIII
DECATUR IN THE '80s

ECATUR stepped out of the mud in the decade from 1880 o
I1890. From that time on, she trod paved streets.

This was the period when the public square and down town
iiness section changed from the country village to the modern city
The old square, which had been a mudhole since the heoin
the city, and which had been a bone of contention for many years

{

use of its filthiness, finally 'was paved.

Up to that time, the only thing in Decatur that might have been
a pavement was the cobblestone block on Merchant strect and
st Prairie. from Main to Water, which had heen put down in

)

J, mostly at the expense of private citizens.
The paving of Lincoln square, which was of brick, was laid in

1 as an experiment. Its cost was $7,296.

ic city council did not get this work done wi
dness men and others protested. “Kicks” we
left. But after it was down, people beg t:
le opposition was expressed for future paving ams.  The
nt was considered a success. Two years afterwards the city
an o paving program, and since then hardly has a year gone by

ze the hene

hout seeing stretches of new paving laid.

In 1886 the council passed ordinance for the paving of nearly
miles of streets at a cost of $70,000. These streets included down
n sections of North Main, Cerro Gordo, Franklin, Water, William,
ind Eldorado.

OO0, ']
()

0 Decatur had spent $300,000 on paving. This was all
i the regime of M. F. Kanan as mayor. All the first pave-
fe lnid hiere were of brick.,

EHTcinl netion was

W oainre "laneoln

Pigvatur had Hn Gt o

dewalks also in' the early ’80s.
cer elevator, The elevator was installed
Water and North Park

e alan hindd s hivst L

Hig Pl biildinge ervected in

il i il ool the itz

s,

DECATUR IN THI '80s . 327

I was during the latter part of the decade from 1880 to 1890 that
Decatur began to grow in earnest. During that period the population
mereased from 9,547 to 16,841, and most of that gain came during the
t few years of the ten year period.

It was a period of civic activity, when extensive work in paving
and sewer construction was done, when bigger and better buildings
were erected, when much real estate development was brought about.
New a

Decatur was being widely advertised in those days. 1t was becom-

itions were laid out to the city, and were being built up.

vn as awide-awake, growing city.
to it.

ier improvement which was fought vigorously at first was
sewer construction. In 1888 the ordinance was passed for the
of the Union street sewer. So great was the opposition that

People were being

s meeti of citizens was called for Sept. 16 to make protest.
¢ of that, however, the improvement went through. By 1890
v sewers i the $250,000 sewer |

Union strecet sewer ended just below Decatur street and from

jeet outlined were installed.

The

there |

owed a n: ( h to the river.
it Wood street.

department was

lway sewer,

likewise, ended

A paid city anized 1 1884, In 1888 the

Morgan street firchouse was crected.

Other improvements which came were enla
works, and establishment of a city lighting system.
told in other chapters.

The Citizens Street Railway company was organized in 1883 and
Decatur began getting real street car service. The old Priest line was
discontinued. Free delivery of mail started in 1834. ,

Telephone service was being increased. In 1830 there had been
just fifty-five telephones in use in the city. Lines were now being
extended, however. In 1882 the line between Decatur and Spring-
field was installed.

Decatur had its first real city directory in 1883, and that brought
about the beginning of the system of house numbering now in use.
Decatur had had several city directories before this, but from the
time C, O. Ebel came and compiled a directory in 1883, Decatur has
had this record almost annually, a dependable volume which is a
history of Decatur in itself.

In 1884 the Wabash railroad shops were moved to Decatur from
Peoria. That was the beginning of the vast Wabash interests in
Decatur today. That is our biggest industry.

ol the water-

heir stories are




Wabash

‘ By Leslie Roberts

__& a busy neighborhood, the 700
yicck of East Cerro Gordo Street is now
poet, with the exception, at least re-
rently, of a few striking N&W clerks.

The old Wabash Station is the only
remnant of the days when passenger
rz:ns brought throngs of people to
-alway stations on every major line.

It was 1854 when the Great Western
Rzilroad (later the Wabash) first laid
Tzcks in Decatur. Soon after, business
ustified the building of a passenger sta-
300 :

In 1855. the Illinois Central Railroad
szs given five acres of land by B.H.
“assell, who specified the land was to
»= us=d only for a station site.

Toe Ilmois Central built the Union
Malon at the southeast intersection of
me Great Western and lllinois Central
Tracks.

Crowning the structure was an eight-
sded tower with a men’s smoking
oOTn.

Toe Iliinois Central wing of the two-
0Ty stallon accommodcated the dining
room. telegraph office and baggage de-
pariment. [he Great Western wing in-
riaded th ' . women's waiting
oS, Dag i press offices.
the two com-

from miles aromnd

president. Lincoln reg
frain briefly to shake W
pf the well - wishers

Hotel landlords included John Slangh-
ter. 0. McKenzie, Newell e
Colonel A.C. Waterhouse

ggart. Taggart was prop I
the building was dismantled at &
o the century.

In 1900, the Illinois Central had in-
crezsed operations to inciude 14 passen-
g=- trains running through the area

&6ng business prompted the build-

a new lilinois Central Station
~ ... —ne Union Station site in 1503.

T=e puilding was in English Gothic
& = with a tower rising in front 100
< ‘rom ground to flagstaff.

_ e exterior walls were trimmed in
Eﬂw-r: orick, with a tile roof. The sta-
j moasted 180 incandescent electric

s <t T e, B 7 e e S o iy L

S

tation only remnant

/7),04»_&_{ 3c,197% S

Yet. by 1940, the station was largely
in disuse, as most passenger service on
the illinois Central line had been dis-
continued. The building was closed in
1950 arnd torn down the next year. Re-
maining offices moved to Grand Ave-
nue.

The Wabash system met with more
success in its vears, beginning with the
announcement of plans for a new
$70.000 passenger station in April of
1904,

The new depol was staked out May
23, 1900 znd the Wabash was said to be
irg the most elaborate station in

£

e state
Architect Theodore Link designed a
predomin colonial exterior, with
the main section rising two stories. An

80-foot tower zdorned the south side of
the 240-foot dull

A flat metal roo v
rior of yellow orcs
trimmings. Grecien g
exterior. A fountain I

2y to an exte-

chased at the expense of 0e 200025
who would occupy the offics

The lower let
ger facilities. Th
watlch inspeciors

an rapa o

zmity furnished™ wit

ash bowls, plate glas

;ded speeches by
1zls and the Wa-
! ndent. The Good-
sertained the crowd on the

(

while m
tions

wait

.
o
1

S
.

v of the grand old train sta-
and empty in deserted yards,
far tha* rorival cteened n the

Tecretee—

‘of busy rail era

Railway timetables in the daily paper
most likely attracted some of the
crowd, for the Wabash and Illineis Cen-
tral both advertised a number of special
fares with the openings of the new sta-
tions.

The Wabash offered round trip tickets
to Danville for $2.21, Springfieid for
$1.16 and St. Louis for $3.55. A round
trip ticket to St. Louis was good {rom
Saturday afternoon until return on any
train by 9 a.m. Monday. A number of
other local half-rate fares were ofiered
every Sunday.

The Wabash alsc had a number of one
way ‘‘settiers” rates to many western
states. There were also special rates to
the East. One round-trip to Buffalo,
N.Y., good for ten days, was advertised
at $16.

The Illinois Central countered with 2

cut-rate fares, including a
leeper car io Denver,

%

times also brought the re-

moval of two balconies on the building’s
south side.

The balconies had fulfilled their origi-
nal purpose only once, many years be-
tore, during a speech by Theodore
Roosevelt before a crowd on the grassy
lawns — now parking lots for the rail-
roads’ chief competitor.

In 1954, passenger train decline
brought an end to two night sleeper
service lines, followed by the removal
of two more night trains from the time-
tables in 1960.

The merging of the Wabash with the
Norfolk & Western Railway Co. in the
early 60s saw a number of passenger
trains come and go. The Cannon Ball,
Banner Blue and City of St. Louis were
all eventually discontinued.

The last of the streamliner passenger
trains, the Blue Bird, made its final
stop at the Wabash Station in December
of 1972. The long era of passenger trains
in Decatur had ended.

The station still stands at 780 E. Cerro
Gordo St., with a few freight offices still
using the building. The neighborhood
restaurants which once thrived on the
business that trains generated have &l
moved from the area, many ceasing ic
exist aitogether.

Passenger service has all but died out
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S oroare € onsohdatlons Developed Railrgl

fcr mog of the Yean _mr_e,
1854 the dominant name in De-
cahy area railmad annals hag
been that of Wabash.

A history of the Wabash begins
i 1834 when Gov. Joseph Dun-|
can advocated a network of!
Eighways, canals and railroads
for Iinois. Out of that proposal|
eame the Internal Improvement |
Act of 1837, which appropriated!
$20 million and plans for several |
Projects, including railroads.

One of the reilroads was the
Nerthern Cross, which was to,
mm from Quincy to Meredosia, |
then east through Jacksonvxlle ,
Springfield, Decatur and Dan\nl-'
e 0 the Indiana state line. i
Construction Starts :lines west of the Mississipp

Surveying for the line began|chief of which was the St. Loms
in 1837 and construction in 1838, Kansas City & Northern.
with tracks of strap irom. two' Ip 1881 the Wabash, St. Louis
inches wide and five-eighths of & pacific purchased the Chicago :
an inch thick,/ in 15 to 20 fool & Paducah Railroad, which ran '
lengths nailed to wooden string- from Forrest through Bement to ﬂnlllumscmdoperandmslmhrcar
€rs. Aktamont and Effingham. 3 e

i
I

2% and to 'F:e)dmlmzammMRMbVlm‘

Other Jmes were bought,
Work was begun to reach De-
il atute " ,m»otbassoldandotha'sleased

were financial troubles,
thelme a loss until 1847,
X soid out f“n“mmregmv??ms reorganizations.

in 1889, 40 raﬂroadv
wmd‘es‘m”mmmmdedmme“‘a~;

- bash Railroad Co.. a complex|
The road struggied along“ ¢ was eventually to stretc !
2 1853, when New York cap- — .
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n 1589 Wabash St Louis

e Pacific pi¥shiased the Chicago
aducah Ratlfegd which ran

- from Forrest #

to
g Aktamont and Effinghani™ <
"% "==roed eagine-in th . " 5
sas pisced on the n'avxz A line from Butler Ind ‘§
eredosiz The line was DECHUr was acquired in 183t
i b bkttt in 20d the Wabash construeted is 3“«-\
fed i Jacksonville in . e g %
® 28¢ o Springfield n 1842, Chicago to Detroit run by 1899, SN

- : i Other Jines were bought
Wark was begum to reach De- =
e > iothers sold and i
— E-_?; cupunuui_‘u;sgp There were fina:g‘:m mb‘e&tsd
erze the I a loss until 1847, | i g e
w2en X sold out for $21,100 and rmlﬁfh}ip:.‘;s?gaﬁgr d
P to the ima, ¢ b ranroa
- .._,"m;"',,ma Sroad COS“g. 01 | jines were moided into The Wa.
The road struggled alongbash Railroad Co., a complex
wntil 1853 when New York that was eventually to stretch
Sl S b e recn ;ndcihp as far as Omaha, Nebr. in the
r é e s e
Crest Western Rail i was‘:‘f; to Buffalo, N.Y. in the
born. By Julv. 1853, the line ﬂe bulk of the Wabash's
- N f 23 2 i S
€ ’:—;- 0 J-ﬁaﬁgg‘f;‘(‘guﬁifﬁ trackage, 1,930 miles, was avail-
o e ;—Eéze sz AAmecs ADle to the company i 1889, By
WS s oiead T 0G when the Norfolk & West-
Canselidations Confinue ern Railway Co.. primarily an
s e : Eastern carrier. took it over,
= 1853, two corporations, the ! ; ; 7 2
Toledo & Ilinois Railroad in| oV ooo=0 lines fotaled 2.093
Ofio and the Lake Erie, Wabgsh | 7255
& St Louis in Indiana, were|

’ ;
erganized, The latter finished | i i 5 i |
e lter fished  Stations Built ' Agencies Issued | Interurban E
Wayne, Ind., to the Indiana-lli-| ' BOﬂdS to Help

. g .
Bois state line. { »
e we e oo PasseNQer Traffic Heay | 2200 "9 P | Torminal |
mer as the e : :

W, estern Railroad. | ArTival of the Great Westernthe Vandalia Railroad ko %! The Illinois Terminal
u:dbflg Zter a s}:;l and | Bailtoed in Decatur in 1854 the IC Stgtion. ]“N{acmumg]iozurijty. andtesgrniﬁ?mad came mto existenc
mm became the & necessary the construc- The Wabash had 25 passenger |, . 4o ’wengi‘moe?a?lruaoad ﬁmz;Central and Southern I -
Great Western, |tion of the first passenger Sta-|srains doihg through Decatur ing in |the early 1870's, invst.|Dear the turn of the ce

From 1858 to 1858, The Qumcylm . " Idailv. abhont 18 of which were;!ing county and tow'nshiﬂ fm‘wbm interurben systems 1
& Toledo Railroad, exten‘d‘mgf A union station was started at through trains and the reﬁt;m bonds to support the early ed their height in many
from Camp Point to Meredosta; |the intersection of the Great local. In addition, the I.D. and‘» : of the East and Midwesis
mwmmlﬁgm.[wm and  Tllinois Central W. railroad operated four local| : } ’Vl % b The Terminal
solidated with the IMinois &itracks, in the southeast corner. passenger trains, one daily andi B‘md; v;gre a&;v‘mpecuofattl;e . Hiinois Traction S
Southern Jowa operating from Part of the development was a the others daily except Sunday, |1ness st. e € T3l terurban transportatig

The Wabash station, left, and the Il‘inois Central station once had heavy business.

LTIV TR YA AT

i

ich' from & 3 |roads never got on the ground. > 2 f
Clayten to Keokuk. Towa. . {hotel, called the Central, which from the Wabash station: o 9 "ny that used electric o -
This line took the name Tol-|had a dining room. The IC station stvle was En-{ N 1870, the county authorized | hauled passengers only E

edo, Wabash & Western' the The station opened in July 1855, glish Gothic. with a tower at/$100,000 in bonds to aid con- The Traction when ool
main line, which leased the a couple of %nths after the|the front about 100 feet from|Struction of the Decatur and St.| e ved Decatur with B
Hamaibal to Naples railroad in Great Western's freight .depot the sround to the top of the Louis Railroad. In 1871, $100,000 grrincicid Akan St
1870, The TW&W went inta re-| burned down. flagstaff. It had yellow brick|Went td the Peorla, Lincoln and | opnamnsion-Urbana.
ceivership in 1875 _and was| The station was used by the trrnming, a tile roof. white in- Decatur. ¢ The McKinley Syndicatd
Fturned over to a new company, two lines until the turn of the terior walls and 180 incandes-| A year later,| Mount Zion|formed by William B, Me
e Wabash Railroad. in 1877. century, when eéach began to Cent electric lights. | Township issued $20,000-and De-|ang in 1900 bought a D
Acguisitions and - expansions | build its own. By 1840, the IC station was/ catur ‘Township $25,000 to help!interurban which- ran te
Comtinued. The Decatur to East| In 190. the Illinois Central largely in disuse, passenger ser-|the Decatur to iMattoon line. | yjjje.
. Louis line was added, 28 was|operated 14 local passenger vice having been discontinued. /Maroa Township issued  $75,000! In 1903 an interurbam
®e lme from Butler to Logans-| trains in Decatur covering coun-, The building was closed in 1950 for the liinois Midland, |, I
part o it. - " itry stations and jarger towns)and torn down a year later. The becatur and Monﬁcello{(;mmpaign‘ as 2 prel
Lines Added |between Decatur apd Peoria, The station was just east of line received $25,000 from the  eveptually connecting
In 187, the Wabash, St. Louis | Mattoon, Centralia, , Champaign the present N&W depot, which county, $25,000 from Decatur: [ ,ouis.
& Pacific Raiiroad Co. was or- and Freeport. Four” other pes- has also undergone a decrease Township and 820,000  from| The pext sectics beilk
and consolidated with!senger trains were gperated by in activity. "Friends Creek Township in 1873. | from Riverton o Asbwrs
e 3 S ) O e
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Only one, the Nerfolk & West-
ern, operates passenger serv-
ice. The others, mlong with the
N&W, handle freight.

! These are the fllinois Cen-
al Baltimore &| Ohio (which |
hasperged with the Chesa-
peake & Ohio),{ Pennsylvania |
and Dlinois- Termnal. Of these, |
the IC and the Terminal were

Mlinois land gra®y act, gwmg
the state 2,585,000; acres of land|
o aid in the builing of a raik|
road 705 miles lopg from Caire
to Bast Dubuque, with a hnnch
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wgard or tolers |
csstonal solace | +4+
w: of ma And .un;
say followers whp |
_siglieat of 1t o hear him.
1 »e taste for high. |
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APTER 63.
RAILROAD ERA BEGINS.

|
ues to thrive. I
i

‘Macon County Could Not Develop Until There Were |
Adequate Transportation Facilities—
g , First Train in 1854.
y and told that in the!

seation it is no longer| “Here she comes! Double Reefus! Here she comes! Tit

aake much progress withg0ff the track!” yelled Jimmy Carter, one of Decatur’s well
He says “Thou iknmvn characters, in the spring of 1854 as the first train

serviceable with |nyffed slowly into Decatur from Springfield. The tracks for
! several blocks east and west of North Church street were lined
T shaeii s with men and women, boys and girls, in a high state Q,f excite~
ool with = 3ot otlmult which became hysterical as Jimmy Carter screamed his
: historic “Double Reefus’ waeming. Just what “Double Ree-

| t.J" }{(’
on they have|fus” meant nobody seems to know. But it was one of old

*® GET 4 POINTER.
o2 came to us from

~

he
808

axer

! our land

! = should knowy a good
e
e

e

|to Vandalia, when it was decided to|o7® Year.

s
tiom,
what asw
puod to
and wolves were everywhere pran work and
Without fents and with the houses ;5 sent t
so far off, there wers really no w| That p
commodations. It was harder be-|ihe best &
cause it rained nearly every day. !m.ev.er 1

“Where Pana now flourishes Lhu‘e cite you 9
was not & house, only the wide open| servent. A
prairies. jfeet” In m

“After the first of Septenfher the\‘h‘ peopi
| party returned to Decatur and start.| served thi
|ed the'located line. It was finished|four years

Represen
of the How
rector of
nor Lowde
ident of
| assoelation
Vice Pres
ers Instity
jecturer 0
Elevator o

have some .changes made in the line
just north of Ramsey. So a new
party was made up to continue the
located line south to Crooked creek
and the old party started at Possum
creek to run the second line of Joca-
tien back to Decatur. It was fin-
fshed about the twentieth of Decem-
ber, when the party returned to Van-
dalia.

“In January and February, 1852,/
maps were made for the selection of
the lands donated for the bullding
of the road.™

PINANCES.

How did they get the money
bufld the first railroads? A prom
got what he counld abroad and i
East, and then combed the terr
through which the rafircad wa=
pass. Many original stocks

ol
* since the days of the Jimmy Carter's favorite expressions
when he was much moved, and
S e g n ‘le"or-br\‘(\’ understood its general‘?&ik:m;l; tg:uzd“ ?ar:rieglmt:e!tge
: - ; o jmeaning. 1 ght
Reng Sl Bt et 44, b only. It was finally knocked down
S L R RAILROADS NECESSAR jat a public sale to N. H. Ridgley of
. _: = v y 4 until the ftirst Iroad trai n:\pr”‘g“eld for 320,000, which he
s history. In some way P g b ripan FR ol paid in state bonds which he had
be they are 0o _Y Py ‘I {bought at 9 cents on the dollar, but
2 s | whidhh the state accepted at par.
sred to them. an agri- THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL.

{
1
’”“‘1 The preliminary surveys for the!
icturing enter- i Third and Fourth divisions of the
attracted to 10-|1ilingis Central rallroad
Wiih the com-| Crooked Lane near Main Line Junc-
ids and the making|tion to Decatur”) were commenced |
st m" oad inter-iyune 6, 1851, at Semtur which line|
&

an i he v > i
noin the state, the cily. begantyay not completed until 1854.
1y flow of nul;n'gf Jwr ‘th

8 road from:!

some other way

Bas always been and.
sve wiil be. V in

“svemte |

ile- and from | iral- at Chicago thers was at ome
fleid was (he time ecarefully preserved a mans
: I Wl in  Ilinois, | #eript believed-to have beem writien
o s i + th rst-locamotive | BY James M. Healey, oge of s
§ om ihis lalleT (., Tliinols g.v‘, put on the track at|builders of that road. Is this ma3
B More ! heen hrm;‘\ from | | useript it was stated: 3
- a good lhe } s and rivers to St ‘ 5 Frn'n Chicago we cams ™2
Ca | Lonis, a nce up the Mississippi | Illinoie and Michigan cazal %= %
- S WAL land the lilinois rivers to its destina- fto LaSalle, thence & -
ery have s iriver to Napies. Frum g
e wE went to Springfield ez 2= ™
FiRST DECATUR RAILROAD. Cross mm whers v - -
[ sre eme thal’ oic raifroad proved a source of | B Mason, €. Shermas s
axve e only to the t was  divisies ”
>~ 329 bad i 1847, when F

to ran to N

(“from |

In the offices of the Iilinols Cen- '

the Great Western lost the'r ‘==
{ ment. But even if they gt =
returns from thelr v
| many of these ear
road bonds lived °
1!y rich Section of =
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The Story Of Decatur

By E. B. Hitc hcock
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! CHAPTER &4 *{ home I shall be only tos happy {o

¥ saiqi the young lady. Mr.

l:i INIS A R ‘H_ROADER Ennis went.JAnd several years later,
WILLIAM ENNIS i 5 ,/ he had, returped to
Decatur froty 'St. Paul, where he had
1z his profegsion, the

He Came to Dm in 180-. ‘Ilmed “l“ LOllle couple weretmarried in th Harrison

e bome on Egit Eldorado street.
n |d:.—, 500 Acres of Land to Heirs. 8
Hamwn e d A PUBLISHER.

Many people do g promimest in Decator business and | Among 'streunred possessions

' - — One fof Willlam¥%$§. Enais, formerly of
social life came 10 D“"‘ " B T ’ of these i Decatur, nofe living in Chicago, is
'was William H. Enni§, w0 was 3 comsiructon agent for the a bound valhme of ild issues ‘of the
ilroad fro— . ¥ an s Heh Argus of ern America, printed

Illinois Central Raik 1. He had been weekls at Frankfor;, Kentucky, br

living at Vandalia, having co= =w York. He Gerard and|Berry, “Printers to the
e e e . ; sh,” in 1813. The Der-
paid his first visit o Lecs . ry of this

. : : g = iblishing firm was Mr.
Before his C"':.:g L —wed = Decatur. gonis g grandfather, E. C.

That is, Mrs. Anr ;' s smparied by r’i’:'r'me ies of the Argus pre-
her daughter, Louie ‘ a% 3 C20Fh- served by 3P Ennis are many items

£ Fhi rrdlt ) = o East lof interest us of today. There
ter of Elijah C. Berryyt - = " were many gdvertisements of strayed
Eldorado street lonz oql porses pick4s up in that reglon, ow-

Oid Tuttie House,” wher= g 2 g o the t that but little of the
,nme prominent citizems P < and was | and there ware

ied on coming here ¢ VIR pomersIs xices ol negro slavN

| ASKED “owners could be
: a3 ol 3 # notice of a school of

QR crazes spd ech in Frankfort
Harrises me: 1 1os Tzag a{.x.enm n




The City and County Which Regruited the First Com®

pany of the First Ilinois Regiment. ?_

‘ To properly _understand the tremendously: important part |
which Decatur and Macon county played in the Civil War a |
brief overview of the city at the beginning of the war will help. |
The population of the city in 1860 according to the United

From figures not quite so authori-

'States census was 3,839. ]
tative it appears that the-county as _\whole had 13,000 people.

Decatur therefore numbered a 1itt1e3m0re ﬂ%n one-fourth of |
!o( the population of the county. . " |
|  SAVED BY RAILROADS. pur 4 1
| The city had developed rapidly in i4 s
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tral park, had cre |
s districts and be- |
e rivalry was spome- |
er. Franklin and

Toﬁay e name of E. 7

man appears as the a
history of Deécatur
county ¢ :

E. B. Hiteh brow -
with such su will be And the passqre-=
membered, was 1 away by E BUAEH (& : -
the illness of a I ve.  H¥ left ERSE | matply SR AR
several chapters, now they ail shes s
have been published, and’ Mr Ngw) many & houge on
Coleman has writtén new ones prim 359

With & grass plog neat ‘ﬂd

Coleman s for many

years been writing historieal ‘as 3
well as other articies sor The Re
view. 'The county does not now
‘por never did have a better writ-
er, oT; one better qualified to write
“The Story of Decatur.”

Though regretiing the ned@ssity
Review is

Mr.

tor the change, The
sure the series will not tosp in-
terest, and 18 glad to haver Mr.

Colemsn oontinue it.

{ihe last half dozen years before the |
war. since the coming of the rall-|g,.a

had rather the bet-

s always 8

roads. There was no futire for it es | of A4 -
a raiiroadless hamlet, far removed 'i;i t;g’ :1:' ‘LimogmfdM *1; by some of the.hand. | street }id
from any navigable water. 'l’nﬁi THe* Qglesby use. now the s(_l Shces in (he ch Oon!Th wn,as the s
‘g?‘“:f?},ﬁ%hereture, during the Mrst | Nicho occupied the present site | tha the Thorpsi Botel, ; tren jmeet, %’ :
-'w,(n‘—) yesrs oL 18 flﬁ*ﬁ!““@ {of that fhotel. §he oid brick court| which —Tater —pecame _part l6d Bt.| e
!;a,s _extr v 8l i desplte the | yoafe obeupied Rhe southeast angle| Theresa's School. i £ {3
{large area of rich farm Jand 10| of ¢he 4id squalle Thie is a point| = : i : gt ke S =
| which it was the center. But the| i j S e INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT [ For 1R il 7
me in 1854, two Ofiiﬁeim.f‘n be‘t pt in i e .".rn the bﬂ'f Franklin Priest’ W 1's ok ! . laugh and Bhout; 1‘1
e ia Cential | C 4 the -ﬁ\t side of the drug “M_l‘““ J"‘;”'-B < e apyard, | And the grass is banei s
s 24 | stord fiding Pear Jletins were  distiliery and bus barn werg built And tha toys are the
';,,.34';" he crowg gathered about the| about the intersection of FYERKID| y.4 1he wire Tapce ARG
C® | oot 1, | street and Priest, now part Cast 3 B
| court héuse t L 1 . Park - jads have $WUBE, | e
1 e L 9 |  P@wert hall§ which served as!Decatur street. X tore stdexl On And the paing is nie E
’ ; ——— ; | thealer hnd gedpral public oc-| the hill a little = ? the gnd of herd "%, i
With its 1860 population it was| o o i dhd o g pelag he Ju8 SE1 i Wherd SiucERE
- comparabie to Monticello and Slllli'S?uD;?{l t:t“\“f Fga gt et was & 3 55 the! azda o window Showem
": van. today, a little larger but mﬂn-u?'gf "f-_:m,;h“‘{ﬂ : r“ =S Weet M was beft up E . flung- % £
litely cruder -and absolutely tacking | oo Y E & BOw e ileom|with resides - west: Sl Pine 4=d T think as I waik of it
{in the public improvements wtnich;f::: eES] F :j:)er,, m,,_., ‘“_‘J: ﬁ,",j' ey dor and i | sir g £
‘a ¢ c 1 | ; = ety b . i = Ean g | Pt -SRG SN )
.0;85(?‘?“{;(‘);136 found m. any vhuz;ge p(vrgz:; iClvil whr center. “ e ; avernoa :«: - i- 2 !’
| BURST ITS GARMENTS. | 1 | AIRPLENE VIEW.  {cov e i . et = :
ol At the start of the Civil war be| ,}%éﬂﬁ'g‘"}“; %“{;;j}“ ——— e | pom | :
leatur bhad not outgrown }heff{‘—‘,gy; !T("‘urﬁ:'f' ed B { ANT + i
cwaddling clothes cut out for it at{ = ﬁ%‘j:;x‘:mg‘m‘:“ — i Lo 24 it e - 3
% birth, the twenty acres of Well [j g statiof], whict was #o com- | lights r e S :
eriginal town of Decatur, but it mdi );”_,(é‘ "’T‘t?mk«i:' ,,(r”.m — ! = . : 8
- Surst its garments on the east & x{(’{‘;h"}'{ém.)' appelir a s oL s ved 5. 1O P “§ =7 i
et 52 E;jh«: f6g beyod Water Sreel Tme“,’l'hei;v';’iﬁnn ‘!"-‘ilf: Which staod onip .eleetr £s e 2 -
- re :?F;o!;:‘x.?”ndevelapmmn of ﬁne;,merg,pwm wiaf ol The tracks from . i e » T’
Tt 1s well to keep the bnu'rx’hx!’iwl thejjpregent stalion. wes then com] e e
« the original town in m{ndv;lu'f‘{”?“ﬁf BRY ,g;"‘,‘, the bes L1l I 1':- P88 ; Ve . = . L ‘
teted of the four blocks cormer:|. OISR 1y - [ ¢4 A Bl - B J > 3 LT
v %=z ea Lincoln square and nounded | ; [ﬂgi': t;‘:i% n," 1"""“",‘5’221‘5',"1‘“;}r"h\t1‘3“‘; H"" s :'1;' sy g = DHE\-\\DO-\H NI
- - > b sot | 1He hot wany i P4\ e herever space couia oo ™ .
w Wood, Water. Pralrls a0t CVE, | cvapepriog W wir ant e G 1d- | sidewalis there were wer ¢ 78,000 RE
s wmal biocks to -the porth wt“?i%l&’i‘i‘—“"'«*?,““ﬁ on: many etirTing{bOcEe. o ur h ¢ cour ) gen. 3
= 3 ey ; 3 scengs at acaty h
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o -y -q.;; rf;mp\ae blocks and five ! hel)ir;ﬁ{‘]f'ﬁlﬁ from the aptown dis- | minded, LrODE, of men e
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woe original blocks were by 10| " ihers] was a FonsTderable hill rle-|have been mention . . F
mitfly Bullt up and at ‘padtngv{ﬁéﬂ'théﬁw ~i5 Central on El-|tive and they will be spoken of far B
- w=v of the buildings wpre dorglofireet, the erest of jt_about | ther. r s &
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i ory Of Decatur
i By E. T. Coleman Hn
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| CHAPTER 149. io Effingham by way of Bement and
! the extension of this road  from

] : 3 Sirawn to Chicago. The fragments

RICH IN TRANSPORTAT]ON Sikmwn £f Ohisws: TH. FERENAGTS

1 : itute the Streator branch and

the Effingham branech,

Decatur Is Best Eauipped With Ranlmads of ANy [oxo GETTING UNDER WAY.
Jown State Cnv in lllmom, Barring Nonw iana & Illinofs Central

was chartered in 18568, but
nown reason |t wag not
ed till 1853, when it was
Decatur to Montezuma.

ter extended to In-
nd i« now part of the C
! from Cincinnatl to

Ddeatur is thrice blest with m raxlmads

trampd‘x‘mtmn famxtxes. E\(n¥7,, .
which tadiate from Decatur in three directions,

’hln is th(" i B AL
3 r oria Atianta ecatur
I‘alh‘Oﬂdtd C‘},X,"‘ I”lnmq i | rudlroad and the ‘I)w..mr & Paris

If e modern city planner with his pr;nwnt kmm)vdgn of |railroad were built in 1872, Maroa

township. gave $75,000 to the con-

the dewejopment of cities and their transportation needs Bad | iruction of this road. The two wers

been caffed upon in the beginning to lay out a complete systiem f"r.ns;oflldu\'.;r{ under }::‘n na:j.ne of' the

Ninols Midland, which led a strug-

of railrbads for Decatur he would not have improved upon fhe ‘:z existonce - for several ' years

present system materially. He ‘would have altered some pe- ad was rejuvinated as
tails, perhaps, but the general plan| ;

Later the

ite & Peoria railread

T
the Terre H

could not have been bettered. He|wahash & Western. the W_.x”,",:.-rs.: _;7: the \.‘n—,{x_ ..“._A-;-——‘
would have made the C. I. & W. rail- | 1 5uis & Pacific and now the W “ G e 137 5 v g g g
road part of a trunk line system, per-| . iiroad. { st phn e - e R -
kaps thegWabash, joining the main| The Jllinsis Central railroad Bailt = o w - hireage
line at atur. He would perhaps| ;y(, Decatur the re Paar v % S e
{have ma the Champaign branch of |, qer g far sighted plan to 12p o THE
{ the Jlli : Central, once x»peruted-h%n of Illinois with a gr - T g & -
by the abash. part of the Wabash and south railroad svstem and § naign railr = a
tline to §Cago. :lhe Buat ”r T = =" :
| SEVESYEEN—COUNT THEM. |land gran r epheg | 5 - -
| . There fre seventeen railroad lines D "“ﬂ““ iR o = 3z x: S
| radiating from Decafur, counting the | 0f Deca: egisisture pger . s 2
interurbaps. This includes three Wa- l2TEely ins o e A, ¢
hash lines uniting at- Bement, the I.|this e ’ 2
C. and Pennsylvania at Maroa, the | Part of the ¥ g £
Wabash and C. I. & W. at Boody, the - i . 3
I C. & Pennsylvania at Hervey City e s Lo # ¢
tand three interurban lines. We have > ,
at least twice as many railroads as | Bulsh vl o5 A 3 . ¥
we have the courage to ask for to | 'D€ intuer g9
day ) 5 1
at less When Sce consider that Decatwr y DIAGO? n Cer perate
semes when it was founded in 1829 . & rr Hervey City
jusr odowt the most backwater nook|r p. The Pennsyls
n Hiincig, our present railroad facil $1 E : T g er 1 ! ; it
- % are an astounding achievement r Y roa 1o ) iDs
The Cousntry of the Rangamon,” rick Join K. Warren of 1 r W E n of a line f s 1
=f yemote from cvery thing,—1h ne of the dir rs of : : 1 Ma
te of Decatur was not r_rr»z‘ on a4 0w n important fa« Ken WaS
S lm'ﬂpn trail or a buffalo tracc. |strieiion Y "'?X“’ n& £
¥as any miles removed fron Tae Decatur, S van & ) § Lilg
r 1 sportation which carly | ratiread was budlt in 1852 15ve
T =y oria, 8t. Louis, Vincennes | township contributed $2 nd De. | In Ik
4 Haxte. We tried 1o make | catur township $ 00, The Decatur, ' bBroadw
gmon river mavigable and | Sullivan and Mat wm rallroad and ON TO SPRINGE
doubi haove done 30 ullim ‘Hm Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur wer Thi ¢ Y E
ol f ithe coming of the rail i“,n»m!h%.xuﬁ into th ria Decatur | wao oy e 1
gtinmstead of betig maroon-| & BEvansville railroad giving Macon | g4 i
_ soix prairics, Decalur i county a diagonal railroad fro W h ‘
vea! ralheay | porthwest 1o southeast. It wig lon t that ¢ :
he stale ) {ed by the Wabash and operated for @ . 4, .
EAT RAILROADS it‘n veral years, It is now of th i Ew t
_ ——— Indiana division of tha 1 HUE GO0 srading
o . iilding of the tral. and gne of Decatur's most i ;
Central rail | geqnt lﬂhn:n! lines ' :
r has been told in t
¥ i WABASIL TO 8T. 1LOUI
f the Northe n;l The Decatur & East Bl 1.« R Y P
Jacksonville east | road was built in 186K A Was aier
. x and Decatur be- | Wabash line from the beginning ay
p - era of internal! gave that road a diréet Chicago-
s bank-| Leuls line and Decalur & disgot
r members  rallrosd to the s awe=!
iting arih end of the Wabash. (b
. ; was setured Ly the .

A & 'ad




samavan dled from the

cradywis at St Joha's hospital |

& ¢ Monday afterncon. He
pen o the hospital about three
by his wife who immediately
California for her health., Rev.
remavan bag preached in this vicinity
r about fifteen years Besides his wife
e lemves mine children.
The oty council has granted David M
Sharp an electric rallway franchise and
Gal. sdopted an ordinance giving right of way
sumn. om certaln sreets. The road will run
r ves. - Drom Taylorville to Mt. Auburn,
— The wedding of J. E, Harrison and Miss
sup-  Clotida Herdman ocourred Wednesday
Twelve evening at the Presbyterian church at
e The &3

B

& 3§

John Montgomery, Sr., of Mt. Auburnl'

fied ax his home Monday morning, June
W 2l the advanced age of 84 years. He
had beenm & resident of Mt. Auburn town-
siip for many years and was well known

-
SBOES  mwroaghout the county,
The Sunday school county officers have
snd srranged the data for towpship conven-

shere Woms to be held as follows: Mosquito
T wnship, June §; Mt. Auburnm, June 18;
South Fork, June 16; Pralrieton, June 16:
wrgo | Assumption, June 23; Locust, June 2;
i Johmson, June 23; King. June 30; May,
July 7; Pana, July 7; Rosemond, July 14;
v | Bear Creek, July 14; Greenwood, July 35;
- | Taylorville Aug. 1L The dates for Ston-
| ington and Buckhart townships have not
3 Trade peen fixed
i REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS.
en Buiid- | Matilda E. Allen to B. F. Overton lot
scganised 33 ik 1, Kinney's add to  Taylorville;
s = : |
:+ :xof. ) Caroline E. Cheney to Miidred A. Che-
raction ey, ot 12, bik 1, Barrett's add to Tay-
srmcters lorville; $1
pstey 15§ Harry J. Ktowles to W. Frank Good-
win T%a sec 1 and 12, Assumption tp;
| XS
G W, Livergood to T. L. Hewitt, lots
F wel e w4 1 bk 3 Foy & Sharp's add to
.- Tayiecville; SO0
- D T Muchael to Augusta Bores, pt lot
Wik 12 Tuylorville; $4,100,
“ werge McKay to Anna M. Foy, lots
gk 3 Wikinson & Johnson's
Tariccville; $40.
> Fikizson to Amelis Cekafits,
wWiikinson's 3 add to Taylor-

ek

pioscz to Beajamin F.
Wk 5 Wikineon & John-
Tasrocvile; B0,
Wosher % Citisen’s 8, L. and
e fec . bk L Hogan's add

.
WL S
* .- C i leeman.
e - —Sema.or Hanss
= wela - - issatatment of
e & | Jaha o st Raghds, MDchTY

¥

fif |
4

 — L e ot

~ TO ACCEPT.

DT r——

New Station Architect Link
Comes Here.

Other News About
and Men.

Raiiroads

Theodore Link, architect of the Wabash

Kstation, was here today to Inspect and ac-
cept the new station, Edward H. Men-
e, representing the Menke Stone & Lime
fompany was over from Quincy to repre-
sent the bullders The last of the gen-
eral contractors’ work to be completed
fwas the cement walk and this finished at
Joon.

m——
WILL PAVE.
J. F. Wallace, assistant general mana-

the Springfield division,

on account of the proposed paving of
Cerro Gordo street, but now that the Cer-
ro Gordo street paving is to be started in
a few days the Illinois Central paving
will be commenced at once,¥

CARS OF TOOLS,

Five cars loaded with grading tools,
horses and camping outfit for Katzs &
Callahan, the 1., D, & W, extension con-
tractors, were this morning unloaded at
Decatur. ¥rom here they will be taken
overland to Boody, The outfit came by
the Iiinols Central from LaSalle where
it has been used on the canal,

PSSR

J. H. Mallory of Clinton, ¢claim agent
for the lilinois Central, and B, T. Breck-
ridge of Mattoon, traveling passenger
agent for the Peoria division, were in the
city this morning,

-
STATION MOVED.

The Wabash station at SBangamon was
this week moved &5 feet farther west to
a point near the double track junction.
The ohject in changing the location was
to piace it mear enough the Junction to
permit the agent to operais the switch
and semaphore, A switch of the inter-
Jocker type with a pipe line to the sta-
tion will be put in, so that the switch and
semsphore can be operated from the sta-
toa.

THEY DO NOT KNOW,
The claim checks issued by the trans-
fer companies sre a continual source of
""h to imexperienced travelers. A
transfer wagon calls at the residence for
.u-nkn‘dve-.cmmchockus
receipt for it and as a means of identify.
nmuunknlthnWrooﬂ.m
passenger pockets the plece of brass and
goes on to her destination, blissfully-un-
consclous that the trenk is not on thé
same’ teain. The sgent at the

v iy

bagsgage
m—mamq.mmmm

ger of the nols Central, spent last
pnight in Decatur, arviving from the
south on & spe | train at 11 p. m., and
leaving s M ng at 7:3 for Cham-
paign He was on a gr of inspection
of the Bpringfield division and was ac- |
companied by BSuperintendent Balley f

Mr, Wallace stated that the next thing |

to be done for Decatur would be the |
paving of the space west of the Ilinois
Centra] station, This nhas been delayed 1

‘tiong for Iilinols are:!

—t—

Mail Transfer Clerk Weeden Smith re-
turned to urban life this mornisg
dleting for thirty days on stra
and cream amid the waving corn fleids
of Mt. Zion township, He s greatly re-
freshed and invigorated and wili resume
his work tomorrow morning Hle says
that the biggest fish he got while awsy
on his vacation was the one that got
away.

e

Charley Hubbell, night transfer clerk
for the Pacific Express company, bas
been appointed extra messenger, the ap-
pointment to become effective with the
new time card, John Hassetf, at present
extra messenger, has been appointed to
a regular run between Chicago and De-
troit on one of the new Wabash trains.
The successor to Mr. Hubbell as night
transfer clerk has not been named,

MINOR GRAINS.

Chicago, June M. —Rye—48c.
Barley —40653c,

Flax—21.72

Timothy—8R.®

Clover—=3.58

LOOK FOR THE CARDS.

Arrangements to Let the People
Enow.

Hereafter whenever

at Falrview

ards all the street o3

cert has beer
cards at all There will be a concert alf
the park Sunday afternoon, if the westh-
er will permit, and also mext Thursday
night.”

The Thursday night concert will be in
the nature of an experiment and If the
attendance is good there will probably be
a number of evening concerts during the
summer,

The Decatur Traction and Ejectric com.
pany is building a pavilion at the termin.
us of the line just outside the park en-
trance. This will be a substantial bufid.
irg in which the people can find shelter
from the rain or sun while walting for a
car. :

THE WEATHER.
R
Chicago, June 14.~The weather indica-

Cloudy with lo-
cal showers Saturday and south tonight.

LOCAL OBSERVATIONS,

The temperature for the twenty-four
hours ending at noon today as recorded
by Professor J, H. Coonradt, United
Btates weather observer, was as follows:

nm———
T0 m ooees $haein ok DA ronk SEARSAr S
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0D POSITION. WISH-
femee with lady 1§ or 19
e Elmer Mah! 38 Eas-
aule, Mo,

ADVERTIEE-THAT 'S
&now that | am doing dress-
aking specisl prices on sum-
o and shirz walsts at 3 N
Nrw. Jostie Baylor

ENG, BHAMPOOING, MAN-
Tages balhs and massage,
sad 2 3 Soor, Millikin bldg.

CLAIRVOYANT. CONBULT
Prof Drake, 341 E. William at.,
i and heart of oneé you love.
the money you need. Tells of
gains, losses, law sults, ad-
trethful. Every day and

'ND PLOOR PROPOBITIONS
- ofl atocks call opn C. C.
Central bik.

EXCURSIO.
[ tak

ok 4nd gangy B

AN MOD
ACONS, C.

IN CHANCEERYTS
Imols, Macca coamt
~a=

m Carsap <t al

SALE-}
=—{3

Compis >

et F. Droba « ol  { el
ey Na D6
s B = TS

Dy g

3

:1 iS5 a
S a Dy iy
m . TR
=T =
5-P-Am D48 aj s - B u
Sl-Accom., . 19 al &F =1
SKC M, Dyll:3 alM-A s s
U-Datly : i -0 NE s
1-Contntl, . 4590 pf 15-Pan =
7-KC.Exp. Dy 5:35 pl 8-Ex y 4
5-F. Mail, D..11:3 pl i3-8w 22y "
RS T | P e
~Bu aiLD, 3:1% a ( -
S L by, 4 o $-lam. Dy. 3
2-Dan., ex.8.. §:8 o/ 15-P.Am spe DAD
M-Dally .......0080 al§1-laf._ sz 8
4-Contntl, Dy 11:@ a! - K.OM1 T
1¥-P-Am Spe.D.3:42 p! 1-Contal. I =
6-;—1‘.:;! ex.8... 38 p! T-8SLi Ex L:
~-NY Lim 18 pl 5-F. Mail
; 3‘#&1‘ Pl T rnoM waes
-K.C Xp.D. 46 .s S-Beff. MDD 3
15-Clayt'n, D‘, T a|N-8ptd ex® + &
Bl-J'ville, ex.8.10:15 & Expresm. D 28
$-K.CM1, DI 3 6-P-Am Spe D i n
1-Dally «.veeve. 438 p toe, D.. ¢
17-8pfid, ex.8.. 1 p' LDally na
INDIANA, DECATUR & WESTERN
DEPARTS
-Ex. Sun ‘B a
-BX. Bun 0 e
-Ex. Sun .40
-Dafly u«ss »

“Datly ..

Siiey v
M—Fm Chicago, Dally, arrtves..

weee 5230
«ses 3:48p

.8:3 pm
11:35 am
00 pm

VANDALIA LINE,

Westbound.
T—Ex, Bundly ..........
%-Frt., Bx, Sun..
19—Ex. Sunday ..
£8-Frt., Ex.

pe dreee

#—Frt., Ex. Sunddy ...
+—Ex. Sunday ....
W—-Ex BSunday ... e
—Ex. Bunday ...cco00us

Arrives. Departs.

790 a
T a
43 a

LEWIS’

road

By looking over

Reoyceo Rates

Under this column will always be fourd
amnouncements of the reduced rates to
varnous points

offered by ths Wabash
headlines each

2 e 21 & glance If you are interested and

% mre meney 2! the cont of & very Mttle time.

WUTE SOTTEWEST AND WESTERN POINTS:

¢ WLr il vy

points are sold at pe

wikety om sals fowt and third Tues- \

mamy potmis in the gouth at very

N

Teemiayy of esch mwomb home-
ST m, paRts —
Ermtoeky. Louistana, Mis.

T moemser 2a3d Virgin-
“acipel potsis
I=ian Tervs-

. s Uregas
ar Y L e o
i &

== £ Saw

Mr. C. A

T4

Pollock

ir. This, will be giad
f the Wabash rafruad

wiil receive careful -

nE matter om ™

for distribetics

n application

g

ILLINOIS CENTRAL

EXCURSIONS.

California sxoursion sieeper lesves Chi.
tago every Wednesday morning e
leaving Decatur ¥:5 a m makss sloes
econnection.

Through sleeper dally from Chicage
Nashville, Tenn., connecling with sieepar
for Jacksonville, Fla.; traln leaviag De-
atnvu at :3 p. m. makes direct connee-

Excellent “5‘&‘ inds at Mackinaw
alin W m park. For
4 ”S:romauoa wn,u to the under-

T3 YTy

g o




Inte Use Monday

Mornin

NE OF THE FINEST.|

escription of the Oftices

and Beadguarter

WABASH PASSEINGER STATION, DECAT

from the maln bulld 7&@;}9}_}530«»70-0
with the baggage room Dy X shefdsscR ]
number of new ideas a8 to arrangement |
have been employed in this office
DIVIBION HEAI TARTERS

livision headq = W Bec

floor are sald b g who know
the h isomest In the 3 ¢ the

File

O N S TN e e S

The second flo

foot halilway running west The
partitions separating £ waliway from
the offices on elthér gide are of cathedral

glass and the woodwork is aotique oak.
foor

There are fourteer ffices on th
DIRECTORY

of the best
RET FLOOR OFFICES
jce is at the northwest
g room with -

th side. One operator

on
xill be in this office

will register




Wabash People Feel F
me.

Bleeper §

louis over
: re be made a part
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lo Springs, and at 8s




OPENING TONIGHT

Program of Exercises—fcinl
NEWS STAND.

Here.
3 ehmpany, wh

o Wil
sigar stand n 1

ed by Superinte
eral Superis d

ndent A. R

OLD DEPOT
e Like

ng Dead

i “Wuuﬂ;‘.
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Wabash Station.

IT IS GIVEN TO DECATUR.

e

VisitorsGet Their Only Chance
to See Offices.

the preliminaries.

Things have assum

powever, ind today ¥
sed route was LU

o4 & Seffalte shape §
ne gurveying of the

this cit

lled and the
pubstaniially
uncomfortable
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The Wabash Station, still in
use, was opened to the public in
June, 1901, Before 1901 the Wa-
bash had used the old Union

This picture of the Walish
TR P I P o

Station built in 1855, The Wa-
bash station was a grand addition
to the city of Decatur and in its

early vears served hundreds  of

people daily who traveled by
train. Passenger business was so
good in the early 1900’s that the
Wabash

each day ran 13 trains  St. Louis.

each way to Danville, mrx‘ﬁw:uwz
each way to Springfield and hack
and 10 trains each way south to

o
L

" M A

made in

old Union xww_::: Wi
Il L] AIAN o4

several Tirge yard expansion proj
' / ;

v

them keved to the vapid growth o
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Used the World over }

(Q No other article of human food
has ever received such em-
phatic commendation for
purity, usefulness and whole=
someness from the most
" eminent authorities.

2 BAKING POWDER ‘

Royal has always received the highest award when
i exhibited or tested in competmon

i

bY

Not Only a Pleasure,
Economy To Use It

Manufactured by America

OU &
Reasonable in Prigg=t
HIGH IN QUALITY= e

Hominy Company.

WABASH?

TLMS
zton and orthgchro—

RY L. SCHALL

n\"",,u .
Txpert Repairiag.

WEEK END

EXCURSION

ST.

Rate $1.50

Every Saturday and Sunday until
further notice. Good going from
6:40 a, m. Saturdey unti] 11:25 a. m
Sunday,

Good returning to leave St. Louis
on all trains up to and including
11:40 p. m, Sunday.

s A HEss, T. A,
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Sboﬂ Hufory of Mcceﬁ fty’crr 3

By Otta R Kyie :
The coming of the railroads
{1854 staried a rapid and contine

4 '7‘ mrr Sooves l 3
shws & wosers aod win- [OU3 growth in Decatur and Macos
s w3 rted in {000 '

s » P The Great Western (Wabashi|

started operating into Decateri
early in the yéat and the Ilimess
" iCentral started ioperating in the
fall.
Farmiers: no loager bad to drive
their cattle and Bogs overland o

- Se fhree essays
ege submMitted

e Herald snd Rev il mget
e: — :ﬁ '»:a:-:v:})l markets. Circuil riding days for
% cmimg ars 'will be e lawyers were over. Stages no Jong-

er had to operale in any direction

except southeast; Store comimed-
5 tles came by traig. Factories came

9 for. first place’ and $35 :

ch for fhe next best 10 easayy. to' fife. Populan inéreased ray

idly. -
m okt ﬁ;er:lz Railroads prohdexj the snark
m’uﬂ community in mto

X The ‘population lof Macon Com:
- in 1840 was 3,231 An increase of|
* {765 cafne in the gext ten years to
start the second half of the cen-

aunch Marriage . sy im the popiation was

(2848
n Lake Decatur | Dacalur alone jumped from 1,-
B 1500 in 1850 {0 7,161 in 1870. =~

’? — - A brick_courthouse, two stories
g e high, had been built in the south-
Dufl * sarviwed 3 east corner of Ligcoln Square and
n‘m‘xt:d:ﬂ»mmlm
. S — Pwykvmhepnmngbmk

Itedet = whch Der abcut it being oo small. The:com-
Sl CROE .k T

the natignal Gilbert
COet0r

of gaee 2 fow e swetn- the Legislature in 1849 and a coun-
st Gefare Se 20 pm 'ty cowrt was established.'In De-
—— W cember 1858 the county was di-
- : rs sboand vided inle- townships, and in - the|
° tight emough jspring of 18680 a board of super:
thesr stir- visors was elected.
craft} - There were only 14 towmhjps’at
hobbed and {first. 1llini township was added in{
{1864, Pleasant View in 1868 s.nd
e  ISsearald aeviyweds — Milam in 1869.
e Hialem of 2453 E North| The several townships were se!~
and Demald Sattecfield of Nat- |tied and deve by men and
City “wasted to gt rmmd families - prominent in ‘Macon|
p— County history. ;
mmm mrvmaderumYam !
e Theraﬂroadshﬂpeddevelopme
vom the starf things didn't #0tgwnships. Oxen were used in the
se sccording-fo script  uNOE | Decatur switch yards at first.
A union station ‘was built by the
- & Hillinois Central in 1854, In the next
e pecord player which was D20 years railrodis operated to
der “1 Lave You Truly” anfliEact St Louis, Pékin, Champaign,
suse” wooldnt work wBaliverre Haute, Indianapolis and
e vibestion The arm kept Paris in-addition to those on the
acruss the recort @ooves. imain lines of the Wabash and Illi-
e small laé ptiendant|ngic Central. ;
of going dows the bank! The story of Macon County's
a few boadred feet part in the Civil War would fill a|
@ agpreech o 1 hook The county furmished more,
By {than 2.500 men, umog OJ:
aite dewn there,” generals — Richard
e W ilsaac C. Pugh, bus »\ Sea>
r o mlm H. Moore and Herman Lish
w2’ The Grand Army of the Repuiie

 was orgamised i Decetur o Age

sz e § Ov A oot

ae lake

- @ Be missioners’ court was abolished by} -

With Railroads Growﬁ. Came Fast

Iren Horse Stirrgl Commumty Sow

Robleri B. Stauber, Veteron Waote

Street Merchan‘, Retires Aug
‘Robert’ B. Stauber; - prominebtjcupied By News

in retail business in Decatur
42 years, ofhmaﬂy will retire /
Aug. 1

He is at present on- vacafy
fram Stauber's, Ing., the st

~iwhich bears his name and yﬁw r—

which he was general managérilocation amdh a2
and presidert uptil illness street, now Bieck &
it necessary for him to ‘reli took charge of S
these responsibilities 18 momisﬁe?arem; e
A0 § | When Gebhar
“I'm not going fo just sit m«ademAhe-:v = I
Lhalrnoramlphhmngw moienunagerd:’t e
from Decatur,” Stauber addéd'partment znd ssswiac
quickly after announcing his me-lof that stors
tiremént. “Mrs. Stauber and §1/
‘don't want to leave our fr&r;:ﬁ S -

and business associates in In 1967, Stasbe

wr after all these years’
Siauber &xpecis o remain
the Macoa County Zoning Boa
of Appeals., and to be active
the Downtoss Council. “1 oif

ibeen associglec
;al Gebhart-Gushard

iden's siore and = N
created a new

{group of mes and womes =
—arged W wie al every thee

omeowTed s
Awhich was named Stachers

Seers shall be neat j
* spmearance when in pul
weher @ unidorm or nol. i
= ‘en or off duty.
% Paitkal Activity ,
ifwcers shall not actively p
sae B pobu(t Officers |af

=~er partic

paonmut

e

t Offigers shall neither

e s alittaine s sealhiRa



e Sever

.

Robert B, Stauber, |

§ of Ner ,';M A o “'M by | e in relail business Decatuf Bbr | some stock in this firm
wanted gt married families prominent 1a Macon| 3 - - ' ~ 2 g
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“We'll probably feave Decntur
~ {daring the cold months—perhaps|.
from October fo March — and
spend our' /winters in California
where we have two children.”

Their children: are; Mrs. Ken-
. ineth - (Virginia) DaVenport, execu-

to - off ; other ,;. . L
tive secretary io the dean of the m;; )r:";,:;}“ drink be
Graduste Schogl Purdue Univer-Lo, ioio3icating liquor either

sity, . Ind., Mrs, Morris s
{Georgannia). Sampsony Santa duty.
§ KCruz, Calif; Mrs. J. A, (Barbara) 4
. |Welsh, Chicago; ,and Robert B.
Stauber, Jr., ()eeunde Calif.
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ough the years, Decatur
ta Clauses have arrived by
aps more than any
other single way. It was always
traditional, until the last three
n'years, for Santa to be honored
with a parade, regardless of
: he entered the city

the Christmas parade
15 now a matter of
H-seems, and is not

otserved

A good part of the answer
{ may be that only in more re-
temt years has there been more
zr ome Sonla Claus in
ecalar. The one arriving with
z. "he poenp amd circumstance
sould e stallaped somewhere

{ Francis R

For many years, Santa preferred the Wabash Blue

means of escape from bitler| delivered
when there was
food on the table or
wood on the fire.

fire truck. He may be the

.. i0f the toy¥ o €
recent years, when.
more plentiful. and’ :
more affluent. San-- method of Santa's
suf-| means more
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From the Files of the Herald & Review

Ten Years Ago — 1958

About 90 per cent of the
1,200 emploves on the dav
shift reported for work this
! morning at the Decatur
Caterpillar Co. plant after a
84 - day strike.

About 3,000 persons atiend-

i ed the second annual Tri-H:gh

Vespers in Kintner Gym-
nasium last might Meore than
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MacArther hich schools fook
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® Wabash Moves
Into $4-Million
Decatur Job

By BRUCE KIPP

Of The Herald and Review Staff

1ost of the fill work has been
completed and some track-laying
begun on the Wabash railroad’s
four-million-dollar yard and termi-
nal modernization at Decatur.

The program, which is slated to
wind up in 1953, has been under-
taken to speced up the clearing of
freight through here and, inciden-
tally, to make it easier to handle
local business. Principal project is
the enlarging of the Earqt Decatur
yard so the Wabash can handle
6,122 cars a day instead of the
present 3,420, and store 1,110 cars
a day instead of about 400,

(Another air photo-map of
the Wabash yard program,
showing the area from the pas-
west

of this newsoabe'k o '

All work done S0 zar hzs been in|
the east e:d of t r

or
the Staley viaduct
College road, is shown in
picture on this page.

INSTEAD OF having its yards
spread from East Decatur clear
down west of the passenger station,
as now, the Wabash will have all
its terminal and city classification
facilities between Woodford street
and Brush College road. The East
Decatur yard will be, in eifect, two
separate yards, with one yardmas-
ter handling east and north move-
ments and another handling those
west and south. The west and south
yard will be located to the north of
the through freight tracks, and the
north and east yards to the south
of that pair of main tracks,

The main line for passenger
trains only will be a single track
running along the south side of the
Wabash property all the way from
the Iilinois Central crossing at the
station to a point east of the Brush

.uege road.
It will be unbroken from begin-

ning to end except for three cross-
over points which will let the dis-
patcher switch cars to the A. E.
Staley Mfg. Co. and to grain stor-
2ze vards west of Staley’s.
Additional service facilities will
=clude a new diesel service shop
we=t of the present locomotive

“oc-:  siock pens between Brush




e T AT ————

17 : \ ‘Wahash Buys

Wabash Railroad , f I‘E 2:1 1 Trae tg |

To Locate Diesel Near Decatur
Repair Shop Here

|acres lying west o
'& Sons soybean mills, ne

92}

’"Expansion Of BHIIdIHgS :the city, according to dee
[ Pl ed t H die jcorded iq the last few davs.
i anr‘u o X an [ Local officials of the company
| Big Engines : jstated definitely today that they

“did not know the management's
| purpose in buying the land, !
|

WABASH CELEBRATION
DISCUSSED BY A OF c
Decatur may celebrate the Wa-
Sash Railroad™s 100th anniversary
1ere this spring” under a proposal
%ing considered” by the Associa-
ion of Commerce Theetings commit-
ee. e

Buryl F. Exnglemap,~ehairman of
e A of C"g{'o’up, called a meeting
x 4 p.om. today with Wabash,
ansportation and  railroad “history
uthorities invited.

The Great Western  Rail-

ow the Wabash, started recular
3in schedules into Dec
. 1854, Historians think
ad sent its first train into Dec I
t Aptll, 1854,

Lee F,/953
TL

|
THE PROPERTY as deseribed in | “

ithe deeds runs in a northerly di-
1rection from the*Wabash tracks and
]yards and is %anﬁwhat irregular. |
! Several small *pieces of property
|involving severgl..aeres extending
'north from~f{he .railroad right of
‘way to Division street were pur-
chased from E*.J. Collins, Roy @G,
Melborn-and others,

North from Divisjon street ang
extending’ gll the way to Faries
Parkway and the‘»lllj'nois Terminal
railroad, two tractg approximating
close to 20 acres, were purchased
from "Raymond V. Albin and Jack
Loeb, Arthur Shields and others.

It is understoog several other
pieces have been purchased but
have not yet been recorded,
COMPANY

d not ke

con-
into

rQ to
£s but the track
this amount of

A of C to Back
Wabash Fete

The  Association
ard of directors yester
sed to sponsor an observance
: Wabash Railroad’s 100th znni-
rsary in Decatyr.

The request came from a group
transportation and railroad history
horities who -were=edlled together
the A of C to copsider such an

<= Wabash Celebration Planned

2L 2y 1953

AJ 2L
Joiry e 100th Anniversary to Be Marked in Sprihg |

as N . . p f
the shop and on The Association of Commerce were among Wabash representatives, |
d 3 tracks will be didn’t participate in the dis-]

east end inside the n, but indicated the railroad |
i1 be used for repairs

5, wheels and traction mot-

- h §
IS e€xpected to T

range observar

.

| e Railroad’s anniy lent ue] ] ield of the|

B : o i TRAC:; Wﬂ; hkg N% olf Decatur this spring. National Bank of Decatur, and Otto

: oue, Association presi- {track. run on through and ou 3 ! ) ; 3 s of 1 e

»{ar})lg'?oiiu'h «Boardpwill 'the building. Nos. 1 and. 3 tracks = The A of C was asked to spon- R. Byde e, cc).ﬂd C}}Ff‘i}}e‘:‘“

> IDECALE T".{:.tl.w Aor an an jwill have drop tables while No. 3 sor the centennial observance A2 |editorial. page an ocal historian,
the IeSPOnSI 11(1;5 d S - [

; ; w11 be eauipved for what is term- | session of the A of C meetings Cola-|were @mong individuals inter
“'program in the spring. (84 an ‘‘escape.” That is, trucks

: . mittee yesterday. Chairman Buryl f.|in seeing the sanniversary obse Gl

s will COﬂ‘SIdCr' the mat- {dropped from unc}er the locomo- ‘Engleman said about 15 committee President Harold Pogue of the A

* next meeting Jan. 6, he ';x;:tston tthCcgmpaliaé)éﬁf.ngg:giéhe members, Wabash  representatives, |of C indicated directors will assume

- . ; | ’alnd ‘;:{Zn rgut Sog the escape at Neoz: and individuals interested in seeing | responsibility for Ehe observance in

o et Western Railraod, - 3 track. the early railroad history- of De-|a meeting next. Wednesday.

2>ash. started regular frainy E. R. Buck, general superinten- catur recalled were present. The Great Western Railroad. now

= o Decatug May 8 |dent of motive power and equip- Elwood R. Buck, department su-|the Wabash, sent its first train to
r -

/me-nt, said the new shop will be as
oy 5  |modern and convenient as any in
=4C. 30, /96 3 the United States. They will have
=3 v Vois b

perintendent, and Harvey P. Gard-|Decatur in ARril, 1854 and start-
ner, division passenger director, ed regular service Mav 8. 1854,

throe 1o




Q | o Wabash, A of
Banker Heads  On Centennial

’ By the Way—:l Mt My
- Five representatives of the V
Wabash Fete :

An Ass
ARRANGEMENTS will be  commite
" made in the next couple of months
to observe the one hundredth anni- bash Railroad will meet with
verlsaryd of the arrli)val of the first special  Association of Conilme
railroad train in Decatur. , ; Mond: to laur
- Incidentally, it will also be the Zent S. 1. Bradfield of the ;‘;gﬁﬁg’ for e ervance Of
125th anniversary of the founding Bank of Decatur will head railroad’s 100th anniversary in ]
of Decatur. The formation of mmittee to arrange an ob- catur this spring.
s sgring of the Wabash ) :
s S o ercary here. S. J. Bradfield, chamna-n of
< mamed vesterday by special A of C group, said L.
&bm;m;ce board  Brown of ‘St. Louis, Wabash p
- adopted 2
A of

Vabash

Pea

1829, the pls
town about L
approved.
Decatur did
tween the pm
sold and

Macon Countv with Decatur as the
lic relations director, will be h

“seat of just
the state leg
for the meeting, =

@)

% . . .

Wabash officials=from Deca
who will join in the conference ar

E. R. Buck; general super
tendent of mbtive power;

Y. E. Nellis, Decatur division s
eringnder

H. P. Garner, division passen

- 754 The purpose of the initial pl
i ino will be to excha
2d officials and s

) S. J. Bradfield Heads Committee

To Plan Wabash Centennial Program

S. J. Bradfield, president of The
National Bank of Decatur, yesterday
was named chairman of & committee
which will plan an observance of
the Wabash Railroad’s 100th anni-
versary in Decatur. -

He was asked to Jiesdthe group
by the Association of Corfmerce
board of . directors, spogwgﬂfﬁ the
centennial observance, . - u,hf i,

Other committée 1 ;%berswnl be
named soon by Bradfield. o

In
gling community
Then came the

The population zlm
the next 10 vears, the 1
lation of the town being :

Decatur was on its wav. That's
why the arrival of the railroads in
1854 is so significant. The Great
Western is now the WWabash. A
Wabash-Decatur  observance this
spring of the two anniversaries will
come at a time when Decatur is
surging ahead again and the rail-

roads are again an important part
of the big advance.

/72@»77/—/// /‘7599/ i

Wabash representatives have indi-
cated that thie railroad will cooperate
in the observance to be held in the
spring. i sed
The ' Great. Western Railroad,

now the Wabash, sent its first train
te Decatur in April, 1854, and stait-

ed regular service May 8, 1854,

%4/."7} /?54, i&/&«xZDL




%bash Wants
To Eliminate
Sleeper Service |

Wabash Rail
>rday told a Dex
ailroad wants sle
iight Pullman sleey
ween Decatur and Che:

A

f traffic for the A. E.
Company, said the sleeper “service
vas discussed in an informal meet-
ng with John A. Barrett, passen-
ser traftic manager from St. Louis,

nd Glenn F. Welker, Decatur d1-

vision passenger aoent.

Decatur representatives. at the
neeting, in addition to Burwell,
vere Jack Powers, owner of the
Hotel Orlandgy., and Henry H.
Bolz, secretary™ and general manager
»f the Asication af Commerce.

BumeH said=his group to- 3

position  thar=the=

be discontinued umless

can qffesiPecatir resid

ternoonseryice o

B

lice in 19

the Association of Commerce

leading citizens.
In 1942 a similar

service
|discontihued due to heavy losses.

m. the next morning,
he \’x auab.h established the serv--

950 in cooperation with

and |

was ’

=
=
5

@

?

or E ﬁ | S, These Am @ur Opm:ons

The Wabash Discontinues .Sﬁeepér'Sewice to Chicago

SLEEPING car service on -the

Wabash between Decatur and Chi-

cago will be discontinued mext

Saturday, Sept. 25.
At the

same time the railroad

will change the schedule for the

Banner so that it will leave De-

catur at 4:20 p.m. (CST) and ar-

rive in Chicago at

7:30 pm.

(CST). The train now leaves at

2:20 p.m.
The presumption is that

this

change in schedule of the Banner

will serve the residents of

this
community equally well and that

the railroad will save $31,000 a

vear as a result of discontinuing

sleeper service.

For the record it ought to be
said that the tesponsibility for
the successful operation of the rail-
road rests on the president and
board of directors. Many of the
ailroad  ills have resulted from
t vulnerability to capricious de-
ons by government regulatory
ies and by pressures from sel-
groups more interested in
own ends than in. the suc-
£ the railroad enterprise.

id, it should also be
ut that the arguments for

removing the Wabash sleeper serv-
ice here' were not convincingly pre-
sented. The proposal was presented
to a committee made up ‘of T. C.
Burwell, himself a railroad official
in uhhtmn to lwmg vice-president
in charge of traffic for the"A. E.

Staley Manufacturing Company; -

Jack Powers, owner and operator
of Hotel Orlando at Decatur and
former manager of the LaSalle
Hotel in Chicago, who probably
cannot understand how anybody

in his right mind would be will--

ing to sleep on a train if he could
get to a hotel, and Henry Bolz, sec-
retary of the Association of Com-
merce, who p:obably tock no posi-
tion under the circumstances.

The report that came out of this
meeting was that the Wabash loss
on the sleeper had been ““$31,000
in July”. This figure, printed on
Sept. 8 in both The Herald and
The Review didn’t seem to bother
anybody for a week. On Sept. 15
in answer to an inquiry from the
newspapers the figure was corrected
to be $31,000 for the year.

Also inresponse to the news-
papers’ inquiry, the Wabash said
that the average use of the sleeper
had been three berths each way.

Presumably this means three paid
fares or about $15 a trip, after
taxes. The cost (based on the
$31,000 loss for a year for servme
each wav 312 days a year) i
about $50 more than this, or &
total of $65 a trip.

A point that has not been ex-
plored is suggested by the observa-
tion of users of the sleeper that
patronage seems to exceed three
persons a trip. This may mean

that it is he wxly used by pass-

holders, who in theory at least,
have pullman accommodations avail-
able only when there is unsold
space. And of course it is possible
that pass-holders, including offi-
cials, wait until after midnight to
find out whether or not they will
go to Chicago on the s]eeper.

In any case, sleeper service is to
be dlscontmued this week and we
hope that the new late hours for
the Banner will prove to be as
satisfactory as the Wabash officials
think they will be. We hope that
another time, when the Wabash

wishes to change. service for the |

Decatur public; that it either will

do a little more cpnvincing job of .

justifying its decision or that it
will not try to justify it at all.

|

& meeting yesterday with several

continue Pullman sleeper service be-

- g

tween here and Chicago:s

have to leave

Wdbddil Yyouid
Drop Mleeper

Wabash passenger officials called’

ding Decatur citizens

zined the railroad’s desire . dis-

Jlenn F, Welker, Decatur divi-
- senger agent, and John A.
passenger  trathic  manager
St Louis, called the meeting
ilroad. Representing De-
T. C. Burwell, vice
in charge of traffic for
Stzlev Mig. Company, |
owner of the Hotel;
Henry H, Bolz, sec-|
mamoer oE the

erce.

the next morm.;g. =

The service was cs::[:l
fore World War II,
continued when soldiers nseded tha
Pullmans, Bolz said. It was started
again four years ago in cooperztion
with the Association of Commerce
and leading citizens.

~The Decatur men suggested the
schedule for the Banner Blue train
from St, Louis to Chicago might be
changed so the train would leave
Decatur- at 4:25 p.m. instead of
2:20 p. m. (CST).

As things now stand, Henry

Bolz said, Decarur has two trains
leaving tor Chicago only 212 hours
apart and not any lea\mc’ then fo
12 hours or more. By h-';'"

(=4

Banner leave somewhat later in the

afternoon, local residents woul
have better service to Chicago, be
said.

This and oth

}2,%1,7 25 /73 44
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n locomotives
than a century
last Thursday.
A:linson, president
5 Railroad, made a
in the front teeth
No. 706—and the
— became cold as the old

Yrhr K

i v W

<= the last vestige of the great
“eamers”’ next week.

imenully explained that stecam lo-
~motives died like the dinosaur.

“The dinosaur was over-special-
ized. and that's why it couldn’t
curvive.” the railroader said.."The
‘s:me thing is truc of steam engines.
There were so many built  for
special - purposes, they couldn’t
compete with  diesel locomotives,
which can do just about every-
thing.”

The author of a history on steam
lacomotives  explained the great
chance to diesel power as “revo-
lution, meaning an entire change
in the order of things to which
. e are accustomed.”’

Present Wabash officials say the
peak of steam power in Decatur
w22 just before and during the
First part of the depression. Records
1931 show the railroad had
02 steam  locomotives listed on
it< books, including about 14 dif-
tezent types.,

‘The Wabash presently has 243
Jiesel-electric  locomotives. These
include general purpose, passen-
ger, freight and switch engines.

The ‘Jeep’ Took Over

The general purpose diesel,
nicknamed the “Jeep,” is probably
the best example of why steam lo-
motives are lving on the scrap

for

ince thev can be operated in
nultiple units, the ‘Jeeps’ could be
used for anv kind of service, if
necessary,” 2 Wabash official said.
“Thev might not do the job quite
as well as one of the specialized
steam locomotives, but thev do it
well enough to get bv.”

The Wabash purchased their
first diesel in April, 1939. Only
10 years later, the railroad was on
its way to complete dieselization.

m

4 Decatur railroad veteran sent- '

ling facilities and coal chutes lo- — " _ N

cated at most intermediate points
along 'the railroad are no longer
needed, which delights economy-
minded railroad officials.

However, the defunct “steam-
ers” can take comfort in their rich
historv.

Many present Wabash engincers

probably remember the Class E-3
pussenger  locomotives, built in
1903.  With  84-inch  driving

wheels, it was capable of running
100 miles an hour. About 12 were
used by the railroad, and the last
one was scrapped in 1931,
2900s Were the Longest

Probably nost impressive,
were the 7966'sy—the largest loco-
motive ever used by the railvoad.

Loaded, they weighed about 750,-
000 pounds. Th¢ last ones were
s

scrapped eat is \gak.
Accordﬁéyxh Wahash- historical

files, the first locpmotive in Illinois
ran over the & rack of the
Northern Cross Railroad, Forerun-
ner of the Wabash, o v. 8,
1438.

The first Tun started at Quincy,
with “a most ceremonious fiesta in
which the actual operation of the
engine was threatened because con-
viviality was so intense that the
mechanics did not function with
their normal vigor.” )

The locomotive was made bv
Rogers. Grosvener & Ketchum, of
Newark, N. J. It was brought up
the Ilinois river and landed at
Quincy in the autumn of 1838.

It probably was in April, 1854,

Water towers, turntables, sand-|

that the first locomotive entered!

Steam

Engines on

Scrap Pile

comotive to carrv the banner
stcam on the Wabash was Noe.
573, It was retired from serice
Tast summer, and now is in e
Museum of Transportation, ne
St. Louis.

One of the first locomotives
to run on the ‘Wabash Railroad
was the “Amazon,” aboyve,
which was designed for beauty
as well as utility. It was probably
built about 1856. The last lo-

Some time later, it was | main-line service over the countrv.
yoke of oxen were Naming a few would include the
small cars| Mogul, Consolidation, Deczpod,
Mastodon, Columbia, Atlzntic.
Prairie, Pacific, Mikado and others

~a .

SC=-

Decatur.
reported that a
used to switch the few
around the two or three tracks
located here.

Romantically named locomotives with numerical designations
marched through the steam era as|tered through the dusty record
the railroads over the country con- books.
tinued their growth. “Probably the reason e

Railroad fans still talk of the | them,” one veteran \Wzbes!
various types of steam Jocomotives, |explained, ““is becaus
and there were about 60 used nn{smt the good old davs.”

f, gZ’,r ;2:; 55 &
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Fresfient HEary . FEQEL s
the railroad “arrogant,”™ =

Charles W. Gallagher, ehairman
of the Decatur Lodge of the Broth-
erhood of Locomotive Enginemen
and Firemen, backed Morey.

Other interested groups also
spoke, all in favor of keeping the
trains running. One man came
from Taylorville to talk because
he said the mayor there merely
“shrugged his shoulders” at op-
posing the removals. i

Morey and Gallagher both
charged that the ICC examiner,
Frank J. Dick, formed a prema-
ture opinion. |

Morey charged Dick told a
group during the first day of the
hearing that the Wabash was
losing $1,000 a day on the trains.
Gallagher agreed, although his
version was that the statement
was made the second day of the
hearing,

Both Morey and Gallagher cited,
increased mail and passenger
fare rates given the Wabash since
the hearing. One is a 13 per cent
hike in mail and the other is a
5 per cent fare increase. |
Case ‘'Prejudged’

Morey felt Dick “prejudged”
the case and he told the Council
he thought a “‘different attitude”
would prevail if the matter came
before the federal regulatory body.

Gallagher cited figures which he
gaid showed that the passenger
capacity was full 90 per cent of
the time in the years from 1957
through 1959.

Gallagher charged the railroad
is trying to discourage passenger
patronage so trains can be re-
moved

He said this is the “first step”
in removing all passenger service
except one train daily to Chicago
and one to Detroit.

A letter from the Wabash pres-
ident about the future of pas-
senger service displeased Morey
and Colburn.

In it, Pelver said he could not
give assurance about future serv-
ice and that if trains lose money
they must be discontinued,

Morey said he did not want to
jeopardize the bond between the
city and the Wabash, but he told
the Council that failure to exhaust
all legal remedies would mean
we are showing a weak attitude.”




Counil
Seeking to Keep Two
Night Trains Running

_— |

The City Council last night in-|
girocted its legal department to
take action seeking to prevent the
wabash Rallroad from discontinu-
ing two midnight passenger trains.

The Wabash has received per-
mission from the Tlinois Com-
merce Commission fo remove
trains 117 and 118 this weekend.

But at the meeting last night, 3
Council member and a spokesman
for a railroad brotherhood both
charged that the hearing officer
for the ICC was biased and un-
fair.

Feelings also were expressed
that the Wabash feels “‘passenger
service is doomed” and that the
road plans to virtually discontinue
passenger service to Decatur.

Councilman Harold A. Pogue
was the only member who voted
against legal action to halt the
train removals. ‘1

Councilman Walter T. Morey,
who was the attorney for objec-
tors to the train abandonments be-
fore the ICC, led the action last
night.

Morey argued that the trains,
which travel between St. Louis and
Chicago, should be regulated by
the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion, a federal agency, and not
the state commerce commission.

Morey said the law gives the
federal agency authority over “an
operation or 2 line.” He said he|
a:d not know how it would apply
when narrowed down to individual
but he felt it was worth

ing.
gwift Action Urged
irged action swiftly—this

e

- <sible — and suggested
Ca n ngh‘gyron

M sk a restraini order

b time to research the:
] » had no cemment on!




Rdilroad Neuws

City Will Protest

UK

appeal’ to the Illinois Commerce th

Commission to hold the public
hearing on the service cut here in
Decatur.

The vote was 4 to 1, last night
with Councilman Ellis B. Arnold
voting against the protest.

Councilmen Robert W, Kopetz,
and Harold A. Pogue were absent.

At the Tast meeting of the coun-
cil an attempt was made by local
railroad union men ;10 get the|
counciMo:yeicea protést. '

At that fime a mofion by Coun-
cilman Ross YKloyd died for
lack of d second.

Lloyd re-instilu(ed\ 1he matter
last night, saying\ he was not
bringing up the protest to ques-
Lion the economic basis as raised

.vy the railroad, bt because of
the “convenience and necessity”
-of the service given'by the two
trains.

Recently the Wabash filed a re-
quest with the Illinois Commerce
Commission to discontinue the
Midnights, two trains which run
between St. Louis and Chicago.

The councilmen who voted in
favor of the protest said they were
willing to leave the economic|
question up to the Illinois Com-
merce and Interstate Commerce

7

mmented that he was!
against protest because he
does not feel a third party should
try to tell another to continue to
lose money.

In its petition the railroad
claims it has lost more than $600,-
000 operating the trains the past
two years.

Councilman Walter T. Morey |
said he felt Arnold was prejudging
the case, which would be resolved |
by thé commissions, Morey said|
he felt the city should protest the

1 |

loss of service, however, ,
QIle discontinuance of the two|
wwiins is also being studied by an|
Assn. of Commerce committee |

I cesohr 2 7, /7¢2
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N ight lea.in Cut

Too Bad, But That's the Trend in Passenger Service

THE failure of the Decas-
City Council to protest form
the plans of the Wabash Railroad
to discontinue two Chicago - St
Louis passenger trains that now
stop in Decatur in the very early
morning hours must not be read
as Council approval of a further
reduction in Decatur's passenger
rail service,

The Council's action was ac-
ceptance with regret, surely, of an
economic fact of life, an unhap-
py fact.

LEven though there may be
quibbling over the railroads’
bookkeeping methods and the
posting of revenues and expenses,
it is perfectly clear to anyone
who rides, or reads, that more
and more people who once travel-
led by rail are using other means
of transportation, Some of them
fly, some go by bus and many,
many more drive their own ay-
tomobiles, or ride with friends.

It is true that when weather
grounds the planes or makes
highway travel hazardous, or im-
possible, people are glad to take
a train, And there are people,
of course, who prefer the trains,
But they are not numerous

In the present 4f the
only formal protest, 'ired last
week in the City Council'weeting,
was made by representatives of
railroad employes. Discontinuing
the two trains would mean, of
course, the lay-off or re-assign-
ment of members of the crews
that operate the trains.

The representatives of the rail-

road brotherhoods have been
through this before. They are now

CITEIImME petitions {o protest

ASH 8N

[#5]

L

provided
he unusual,
If the trains

emergency hour

~\ are discontinued, the Decatur
* post office must make new ar-

rangements for transport of mail
that now arrives here by rail in
the early morning hours.

But the only way {o retain any
service, particularly a marginal
service, is to make use of it so
that it can pay its own way. De-
catur and the communities along
the Chicago-St. Louis line of the
Wabash system no longer sup-
port the night train service which
the railroad asks to discontinue.

Poncthr 20, /7
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Wabash Stock at

Year’'s High as _*

Lease Plan

C % )7174_0

g === New York Stock Exchange|
weeazy 2t a 1960 high of 78, up.
= s cn the day.

waxh preferred stock closed%

vesterday involving the
1e Wabash for 50 years

2 per cent of the Wabash prefer-
red stock and 99 per cent of Wa-
bash common.

Under the lease with the Nor-
folk & Western Railroad, the N&W
will pay a net annual rental of
$7,125,000 for the first six years

of the lease with an
based on any dividends in excess

of 85 a share on N&W common

stock?

After 3te years, the lease will
be an amotnt equal to the annual
dividend$ on" the 675,000 shares of
N&W comymon stock.

Phevstock exchange would be
mandafory~at the end of the 50-
year lease} if not done earlier,)

" railroad officials said. !

The 2,4fmile Wabash has a
main line fipning from Buffalo to
Kansas City, serving Chicago, St.
Louis, Decatur, Omaha and Des
Moines.

The Nickel Plate (New York,
Chicago & St. Louis), the third
railroad in the proposed merger,
has a main line running from Buf-
falo to Cleveland, Peoria and St.
Louis with stops in Indianapolis,
Pittsburg and Wheeling.

The Norfolk & Western operates
from Norfolk and the Virginia
coal fields to Cincinnati and Co-
lumbus.

North, South of Decatur

The Nickel Plate runs north of
Decatur through Bloomington and
south of Decatur through Neoga

2
|

increase -

lease arrangement with the
'k & Western includes all
sh subsidiaries except the
1 Arber Railroad and the Wa-

stock inferest in the Lehigh

ronton Railroad.
Saunders, president of
d at the end of six
&W would have option

Told ~

|

Wabash President Herman H.
Pevler, center; talks with Mer-
rill Lindsay, left, former presi-

! Decatur Would Gain

“As planned now, the proposed parties involved in the transac-
merger-lease plans involving t h e tion.
Wabash Railroad will not affect’ He said the merger-lease ar-
‘Decatur adversely,” Herman H.|fa7gement would create a “very
Pevler, Wabash president saig StTong_ railroad in terms of re-
last night. sdﬁfc@% and earning power—prob-
“On. the contrary.” he sai a ably tops in the country.”

“Decatur should be benefited by|_Levler_said plans now would
the move." not affect the passenger service

Pevler was a guest at a throu Decgtur and should in-
ing of the board of directors of the| <. cosc i dreight service by mak-
1| ing availablg“greater resources of

| Decatur Assn, of Commerce.

The proposal would involve the
merging of the Norfolk & West-
?rn Railway and the Nickel Plate
New York, Chicago and St. i
Louis), with the leasing of the Wa- (é;':::tg :z léot:i?;:;‘z ’

bash Railroad for 50 years.
) Pevler said the Wabash will con-

roads involved and is expected to the lease is approved but he did,
be submitted to the Interstatef 0. . K whethgr the Wabash
Commerce Commission in lessl name wou_ld remain on the cars.
than two months, The railroad created by the
Commission, as well as stock. merger and the leasing of the Wa-

| b Uld haVe a o 4
holder approval, must be obtained miles of track fotal of 7.4
]7‘9.{1) = f"'P mermcar taltAac 1~ 1dCh.

| |
‘! evler Tells Benefits “=#-.

Oee. .8, /1960
way of the Sandusky line of the
Pennsylvania. i

Under the proposal the Wabash

will be leased for 50 years by the

N&W with an option to buy after!
six years and anytime after.

Under this transaction, the
Pennsylvania, which owns 99 per
cent of Wabash common stock
could exchange stock with the

N&W.

Pevler told the group that the

equipmERt; manpower and track. headquarters of the N&W are in

He denied that any study of pos- Roanoke, Va. However, he said,
sible chdngds in the Wabash car| igh officials will probably he 1
| shops in Decatur or of personncl|“ated in St. Louis and Clevelzns
under the merger plans.

e




lerger

New Railway

Net Covers
7,400 Miles

By Lawrenceé J. Peters
Of The Review Staff-

Wabash Railroad will be includ-
ed in a merger of the Norfolk &
Western Réﬂway and the Nickel
P!ateﬁRaiIroad, it was announced
today.

Directors of the three railroads
said agreement has been reached
on a merger proposal which would
see the Wabash leased by the Nor.
folk' & Western for 50 years with
|an option to buy after six vears.

would have on /he};a;:_ -
1,400-Mile System N

Consolidatigh of the thele care
“riers would’ create a T&0mile
rail system spreading thronghout
ithe Middle West and Southeast
with annual revenues of about 520
million dollars based on 1959 re.
sults.

In addition {0 the Wabash leas.
ing, the Norfolk & Western will
pay 27 million dollars cash for
-|the Sandusky line of the Pennsyl-
‘|vania Railroad, a 111-mile link in
; Ohio that would be used to con-
1/nect the Norfolk & Western with

:16,;3@; ;‘7 ’J/ ; ?é&
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Wabash Moving
Moberly Hospital
Facilities Here,f -

sound to operate the facilities as
a hospital.”

Closing of the Moberly hospital
was recommended by the
firm, which has been studyi
system’s hospital operations sinc
last March.

The hoard proposed the estab-

[i.‘;hl'nc‘n[,‘m;%l out-patient facility
for Wabash Rajlroad employes at|
Moberly andgansfer equipment
and supplies-tg-the. Wabash Hos-
pltal in. Decatiim~¥eehan said. .
id in- patfbnts from the Mo- 1

hetl y area. Wed in Lhe‘

Dc satur hospital. !

e 60-bed h(’;s\g‘taal opened -in
Mobelly in 1890, will\be leased or
sold possibly to a rmanal lodge or|
group interested in establishing
a nursing home, the board said.

The Tolley firm is
hired to continue its study of the|
hospital operations in an effort to
improve office procedures and
help the institution return to al
!
|

better financial status.

The Wabash system also has a|
hospital in Peru, Ind. Feehan said'
today that that hospital would re-
main in operation.

Feehan said his firm will recom-
mend an administrator for the De-
catur hospital sometime within the
next 90 days. i

The hospital has been without
a permanent administrator since
the retirement Nov. 12 of Walter
E. Gollings, who was superin-
tendent at the hospital since 1931,

The Tolley firm is handing ad-.
ministration of the Decatur hospi-!
tal until an appointment is made
by the board of managers of the
hospital association.

e, /@) /1960




Wabash to Rebuild 350 Caré;

® Plans to Spend $4.5
On Additional R

| Work Beoms
In Decatur
On March 1

cement was made in
n with the expenditure of
on by the railroad far ad-
|dit ‘om‘ rellmg stock.

| Herman H. Pevler, Wabash
| president, said this morning that
|the car rebuilding might result in
an employment increase of about

40 or 50 employe.s'\\\-P
Primarily, however,Pevler said,

the work will res ul;gg the stabil.

izing of pre emplogment.
- He said mua\i:ﬁiilme with
Wabash’s pglicy tabilizing

work throughtut the far

Pevler estimated the rebuilding
project would cost abgut $1 mil-
lion.

In recent months Wabash has
been expanding repair facilities in
Decatur.

[ The new equipment purchase
includes:

One hundred 70-ton
covered f" I from

Fily insulated 50-fcot, 70-ton
W rom Gen-
ition Co.
will come
pneumatic
g g devices

hich facilitate the &LCIEDt han-
{dling of bulk commodities, the an-
jnouncement said.

& Q| This will eliminate costly pack-

jaging as well as possible damage
it contents.
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finilrords. Decatur. Wabash R.R.

20008 NDeooms Extinct

Eleven monater alaom locomotives like the one
above lef'l the limbo of the Wobonsh Locomotive Yards
early this weslt for the pgraveyard of o St. Louis junk
dealer. Onlled 2900's, the locomotives were the
lerpest ever used on the Webnsh. Engine snd tender
combined were nbout 100 feet long and weipghed 590,000
pounds, unlonded. The Wabneh originally had 25 loco-
motives in the 2000 meries, built in 1950-31. They
were used to pull the heavy, through freights. The
last one in merviee wen retired severnl years ago.
Only seven stenm lecemotives now remoin in the Webash
yards, and thess ares Lhe mmaller, 700-meries engines,
formerly used in possenpger service. The 2900's,
1like huge beasts, have become extinet.
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everywhere,
about it consists largelyof sian=-
zas enumerating its stops,”

To the people of Decatur, it
will soon fade into the mythi-
cal categoryas theWabashCan=
nonball makes its last run on
April.30th, "

From Clyde M, Betts, mana=
ger of the Elks Club, who lives
at 723 1/2W, William St,, comes
an interesting article from the
Feb, 1947 Railroad Magazine
giving a brief history of what
we know here in Decatur as the
Wabash Cannonball, It seems
that in a Wabash folder dated
April, 1884; there was a traln
operating between Chicago and
Kansas City via Peoria, Jack=
sonville, Hannibal and Moberly,
designated No, 1 westbound and
No. 6 eastbound, This left
Chicago at 12:30 p,m. and ar=
rived at K, C, at 9 a,m, Itis
listed as “smoking car, elegant

. coaches, reclining chair car and

Pullman Palace Sleeping Car.”
In-July 1885, these same
schedules. are listed with the
expression ¢¢ Cannonball
Train  used for the firsttime.
Some oldtimers say thatthere
was a train operating between
Omaha and St, Louis known as
the Cannonball,

The Quincy & Toledo Railroad
was consolidated with the Illi=-
nois &Southern lowa on July
1, 1865 under the new name
of Toledo, Wabash & Western,
In 1877, a2 new company Wwas
named as the Wabash Railroad
Co, Due to the constant mer-

gers of railroads, thenamewas .

again changed in 1879 to the
Wapash, St, Louis & Pacific
Railroad under a new organi=

zational move, In May , 1889,

there was another change and
this produced the Wabash Rail=-

the Cannonball,
lads surely did
where’',

While the schedules of 1883
mention the Chicago to Kanszas
City as the Cannonball, an ear-
lier timetable that Clyde Betis
has, dated June 18, 1884, makes
no mention of the Cannonbzll
name, merely calling it the
“new Wabash short line”’, and

_ describing how the cars could

be put on the Chicago run at
Moberly, and continuing on to
Dallas, Fort Worth and San
Antonio,

Even though the train now
known as the Wabash Cannon-
ball may fade into history, the
ballad will live on, ¢Wabash
Cannonball’’ has been a favor=
ite of country singers for years,

pf‘]l"\l IS Yol BN o el
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a hobo’s demise
ship him off to hell oo the
Wabash Cannonball,”

So regardless of what De=-
comes of the actual train z=
it plows “through the wood-
land and comes creeping on the
shore?’’, much like the mythical
Flying Dutchman, the ballad of
the ¢‘Wabash Cannonball’’ is
likely to go on forever,
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was built by the Schenectady Di-  tive Company in 1918 at a cost
vmon ‘of the Amencan Locomo- of $49,645. The Wabash once

~operated about 25 of these frelghl

engmes.

heow N

Ol

h ght blue all roller bear' * Decatur Wabash Shops was put ~was capable of pulling heavy pas- -
13 Iocomotive. assembled in the - into passenger service in 1943. It senger or freight loads at a speed =

f
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Times Change for Timepie
Jeweler in N&W Depot Notes™

By Earl Merkel

Harry Coffer leans against
<he counter in his tiny jewelry
store, and you can almost hear
the gears mesh and the balance
wheels spin as he ticks off the
memories.

““Oh, there used to be lots and
lots of railroad men coming in
here with those watches,” said
Coffer, who runs a shop tucked

-away in_a corner of the Norfolk
& Western Railway Co. depot,
780 E. Cerro Gordo Sf.

“Such watches — some of
' them were really beautiful
pieces of machinery.”

Coffer turned and took a
burnished gold pocket watch
Thotn: o angoks coale S
workbench.

“Some of them were like this
one,” he said, cupping it care-
fully. The watch is clean and
new-looking, for all its
vears.

Coffer’'s fingers traced a
*aﬂroad design on the case.

“Twenty-one ]ewels, and lever-
* he said. “If the owner
he could sell tms for

The watch is what used to be
czlled 2 “raiiroad watch.”

= zre still “railroad
" but today, for the
ri. they are worn on a
e2d of in a watch

sees pocket
. but not as
did. For the
re becoming a |
of history —
ys when men,
routed the

“The rail companies used to
issue the requirements, and the
men would get watches that
met them,” Coffer said.

“Tt got so complicated that
the railroads ended up just
listing the brand names and
models that had all the features
the watch needed.”

He twisted off the pocket
watch’s bezel ring and touched
a small lever built into the
case.

““One requirement was that it
be lever-set,” Coffer said.
“That means you have to pull
out this little lever in order to
set the time. If it wasn’t there,
you know, pulling it out of a
pocket all the time might pull
the stem up and throw the
watch * off - by = a  few
seconds.”

Many  watch  companies
designed their top-of-the-line
models to meet the stringent
standards required by the
railroads, and proudl}
marketed them as “railroad
watches.”

Elgin, Hamilton, Waltham
and others — different brands
that divided railroad men into
sometimes-hostile camps of
loyalty, much like the fradi-
tional “Ford-man” versus

among auto owners.

But times change, even for
time pieces and one by one the
companies passed away with
the onset of mechanized
railroad systems that needed

g

no man with a fine timepiece to
keep the trains rolling.

“T guess they're collectors’
items,” Coffer said, replacing ‘
the watch on the work rack. ‘
“But there are men who still i
carry them every day.” “

Every two weeks, the men
used to come to Coffer to have
their wafches checked and
reset. :

“The men still come in,
Coffer laughed, “but mostly it’s |
to buy something on deduction |
orders — they sign a form. and
the railroad takes the cost out
of their checks in install-

|
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| ments.”

But in small chests of n
drawers around Coff
workshop, sor

It sas a wafer-thin oval of
glass. so delicate that it seems
the slightest touch could cause
it to sha ter.

“They’d be hard to come by

| if you ‘had to buy them,” he
“Chevrolet-man” feuding | said, “but most of these have

|
i

been here for years.

“A lot of things have chang-
ed,” he smiled, almost wist-
fully “All the old watch com-
panies are out of business now.

I guess it’s it’ s kind of sad.”
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L e L T UELAITUR HerALD

Staff Phofe by Herb Slodounik

Memories and ‘Railroad watches’ both tick for Harry Co ffer in his jewelry store




WHAT OF THE aOUND.: that we ¥
the_night? “Not just those of neighbor
disturbance; the love.song- of the alley t
ior. the lonesome.whine of some boy's new
pet tied in a strange and to him unknown
garage bécause; .“hé“makes so ruch noise
~when we keep hzm m tbﬂ house that we can-
“not: :gleep.”

Not the' pamng toot of . some . departing
lover; not -the’ whxrx of cars passing and re-
passing as: men’ go o and frem their p
of emnloymént‘ not -the slow four four
of the milkman’s horse.

All these sounds have a local signific
and are -understood in their smaller se
but’there are sounds which are city w
their meaning and «in their expressiveness.

)’ FIRST THERE (are” the whistles o
‘trains; so often’ there are a number cf them
Hains

‘at ~the same - timie. They are sweet music
to mare people than they "disturb.

Some there are who know by the sounds

‘of those whistles the very crews that are in
actzor Sume ‘mechanic knows that just the
turn ol thread up or down, will make the
thtles a ‘little more melodious. :
| "At first’ their sounds come to us from
well out into the country, warning the late
ie‘md s;eepy driver: ‘along the-: countrys Un-
puved roads. ~Thensthey seem 'to come ic

{ gether as if for a: mnference thhm ‘the. very
sheart of the c1tv :

’LHREE_IQQ,Ts ‘and' one s b&Lp
Fx\e toots and a ﬂagman ,s__called_lg_t:;zr
! his _his _post. ; Two shfjkmots and they havs

5 ling ¢ 1
that he 'ison.the run and can make the

| caboose before they get under way.

7. The slow, ‘heavy chug of- the *7
Hundred.s,” tell of ‘a string of perhaps a
cied cars or more. ‘With a parting v

gthey are “off again’into the night h
i'spoken . a‘language which "hzs. been un
stqad by semeone in every block in ths

1

v A SIREN is callmg for a clear road zhezd |
Just that and- nothing more to the driver. A__

- over the city lights begin to go on in the
: dence’ districts. . Fathers zn
'grandratrexs and grandmotkt
from_ &com to room to see
‘love are in ‘and quietly sleet £
{7, - What they find brings a feeling
'wbrry which will never be known b3
i they: love until they too have advanc
vthe homr .of parenthood. . .

o
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1. A" FLOCK of wild geese calls,
only in answer {o some directicn
|leader.” Tp. heads resting upon pill
with jeatners from former mo
air; there comes t.be thought: =
f::l' behind.”- -

~ About Town %"

THE NOBILITY of labergin a raunéhouse |
is the same as such’nobility anywhere else.
From our survey of the locomotive shows we
went to the roundhouse. The first man we
met was Paul Messmore, 245 South Crea
street, assistant roundhouse foreman. To
him we expressed our desire to learp just
what a roundhouse was all about, if it would
be done without interrupting the train service,

He introduced us ta A, C, Crawley, the
general foreman and to Earl Williams. the
roundhouse foreman, . Ameng them - they
agreed that Paul wag stuek with us and
might as well stick te ths job of showing us
amlmd )

. The roundhouse ia » place 'where engineé
come in for a genergl grooming while another
one takes their place just the same as the

i pieneers used to change horses in the days of
the stage coach. The roundhouse- is so large |
that we seemed te be going straight ahead’
byt before we kpew it we came right baek |
to the Banner Blye engine where i';e hadr
sterted. i F

ON THE WAY AROUND we watched @oz-
ens of men, each with ‘2 jeb of his ewn that-
he was respongikle for. Ameng them we
came across Lester “Davy” Davidson; son of
‘Professor Davidson'who taught at least fhree
geperations of children in the Degatur publie
schools. Lester was just puiiing the finishing
touyches on one of the irom giznts Smoke
was coming out of the stagk but there was no
soynd to tell that there w=s 130 pounds of
steam pc it, =s we found when we climbed
up into the cab.

It was a r‘ea ve exgine, resdy o go out
on the road in rt 30 mimiiten Pzul showed
us how the fire d:@rs opened Zpd closed by
a2 joot lever operzted with cogpredSed air.
Bow the stokers pushed the eca] gp zbove the
ﬁ:fb:x.*dwa@sum’mcw:tzamxmm
the gfferent sectiors of it

In the engines that we kpew in our youth
the reverse lever was one of the most con-
spicoogs things in the cab and stood up beside
the engincewg segt Ac we remember it he
always uwsed both hands fo reverse the en-
gre In these mew engines the reverse is up
over head apd mot much larger than the
 fhrotfle was in these days. The bell wss
rung ard the whistle blown for our benefit,
wot by pulling a vord but by just touching a|

| little lever with one finger. Compressed air
| we think they said did it
TO US, these boys were real honest to
| goodness engineers, but when we expressed
| tge sentiment that they could take an engine
out on the road and run it Pzaul said, “Yes we
! could run it, but that would be about all there
| would be to it. It takes a real engineer to
| make the time and get efficient results on the
road.”
| At this point a “2300" came in for inspec-
tion and grooming. We saw it turned on the
turntable and then run into its stall by the \
man who hed turned it. We would have liked |
to have gone around again and again, there
was &0 much to see. We had been to a World's
fair of our own right here in Decatur.
B L. C. 'I ]




To the Editor:

By those of us who were at
' the N&W depot, the word

nostalgia was with us the better |
part of last Saturday. Nov. 15+

but first let's give a great big
| thank you to the Norfolk &
Western Railway for their ef-
| forts to make this one dav a
| memorial one for those many
| children who had their first

| train ride, to say nothing of the |
| adults who were just as thrill- |

ed. including myself to once
again board a train at the
Decatur depot. Yes it was a
great day for all who parti-
cipated. We just hope that this

can be made an annual affair | —

both for the toy pickup, and the
thrill of a train ride.

I am sure that these who saw
the freight train.that preceded

ours with the four big Union

| Pacific diesels and a hundred
cor so cars with all kinds of

merchandise, mostly new
automobiles  headed  west
for Kansas City then the West
Coast, had something to talk
about. Ever wonder what that

- one train was worth? Yes, vou

have got to see things like that
first hand to realize the impor-
tance of the railroads to this
country, and the economy as a

| whole in all kinds of weather.

To those of us whose life’s |

work was with the railroad it
brought back many memories
of the passenger frains, the

&&W Depot V|sn Recalled Goad Ole Days

Banner Blue, Blue Bll‘d, Can-
non Ball, City of St. Louis to
name a few; No. 2 to Detroit
from St. Louis, in here each
evening around 9, at Christmas
time, with a full mail car. three
baggage, three or more
coaches, two sleepers, dining
car, ete. with one of those big

blue 700 locomotives on the

head end, what a train, what a
piece of machinery that was
practically built rlght here in
the locomotive shop. Ab. ves,
those were some of the good ole
days.
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