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Register of OId Build ings

Haeon County Historical Coordinatj-n; lc';.:il-

-ii:ressr 780 E. Cerro Go::d.o
Norfolk and Hestern iiailway

fate of originai sqlsJ4uction: 1901.

liane of original olr4qr! -*iabash Railroad.

Hlstoryt

t__:* these a.ftachnents :

1. Copy of pages 30r)L - Past and Prese::-- i:l Jecz-'ur anC !{acon

..Qo}l9lry.,S'.3..CtrarkFub1j-_<:::r5;3.,jhicago1903,
2, Copy of pp 208-210 and 326-J2? - Richnc=i, F.a:e- I., :lentennlql

Histog_€ Decatul ariC l,iacon Counry, l:^= l=::--- f.=vier, De-
Caturr !9 )U ,

3. Sunday, March 10, [!68r Hera]d arid Revie;, l---1r'r'= Sesquieen-
tennia1 eolumn, XErEgrs r Consolida-'iops ieveiole:. i.ail:oad.s.

4. Sunday, October 5, 1969, Herald and leyler, C--:: ?. ii:;la's col,r.i:t,: :- Decatur Used to it"r" @.
5, February J, L924, Revier, E. 3. Hitchcoek cc'rr;:, c:Ei:-,3r:1, rall-

road fua Begins

t, february 4, }gZ4, Revi?w, chapter 6+, 'diiiia-r. I. -grnis - Eaiiroai-
57

^ IaFi'l 20. .-.-J::r .a1 !)24, Revj-er, E. T. Coleman coLu:ri, chapter 149, nicfr in
Transportation. r

: -..*- l;: lAnf D---r --- m-rr !r.? :*, 1!01 Review, To Aeeepl, Architect I,i-nj< Com:€ HefB.

?, "'::-:1:, i901 Review - New'Cabash Stati-on.
.-

i:. .r'-:::e 1?, i9t- Reyiew - fn the New Office.

l--1. .I-;= -!, 1?'3i ieview - fn The l{ew Statiog.

l?. jun= )-3, igii - lie:alC - fs 0pened Tgday.

13, June i9, l-9!1 - ieviex - Crowd at 0penins.

Present or!neI': lio:folx & fes+,eln Railway Co.



iilstory Cont'd.. I

Attaehnents eontinued I

14. December 1, :--972 - S:::r3ay Revl-ew - Greatest
the County.

L5, July 1l , 796A - S,-in:a:i Herald & Revlew - {ir:
Growth Came Fas:.

Decenber 15, A96E - Sunday Herald & Revier -
to Arrive in St,yie.

16.

August 21,
Mi111on

Decernber ?1, tg5) - Revien

. AnniverqalJ il Spring.

January ?, 1954 - Herald -
4iA1 Cgmqr'lLee,

July 21, 7954 - Ed.ltorlal
Chrca6o.

'5L - SunCa;; Herald & Revi.ei+ - tabas:
Deeatur iob.

---- A-

iail::uis }e=atu:r=

Serviee 'uo

L7.

18.

19.

24,

'- l{abash ee}ebratie:

- Habash'Disconti-r.u:s ile::d:24,

t

2L, 'riabash SteamSeptember
Engineg

January 20, L962

Frisr to July !,
Aprl1 2\, l}?L -

manr

23, 19fu - Sunday'llerald
o4 Scrap Pile,

22, tlarch 2'/, 1960 - Revier -"City ++ Irsil cut.

23, D.ecember 1, 1960 - Revier - rrJabash lnvolvel i:: !{erger of
l{e5tern' xlth Ni ckel Ptate ;-I6:EE te*" =rd.

I{orfolk and

)<

26,

27. December
N. & l{.

- Review - I,iabash to

1959 - 2900ts Beco'ne

<a^tr- ra <(lt lrara
))v vt.,ae'l-

*+-inet;- - (T,iUrary flle)

Change for Tlnepieces, Jereler

Decatur.?ribune - ila_ilash Cannonball., James DeC-

ts, tiziis - ,"="r.u
, Bepot s!5.

mr -^^- AIUtsD
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A descrip:ior :j --r-: tab3sh Depot as written by BradforrC"
Cantrell, eariy :3-4, i:-*o.,rs:

The i{abash }e;c:'s nc'u tru-e to an architectural style; hon-,
ever, it d.oes hav: :a:-1- c-assi-ea1 detalls. The depot i$omposed
of a central ic;=: i-a-;S. by two-story wings which end ln pedl-
nents. The rin5 a:: :-:: i,lentica]; however, they do have a
over-aIl ba-ancei. :rr€1til]ccr The depot is iaced with briek and
ornamented. in -ue::a ca---La.

The various sec:i fns of the Cepo+. are unified by pllnth,
frienze, belt, corni-:e, :uoins and" a balustrad.e xhieh runs a.round.
the whole roof. Ti:: :ain entrancexay 1s encompa-ssed by ionic col--
unn and croxne<i Hi'":: a c-assical pediment irhi-ch fo:m *"he base of
the three-story -r,o''{el. lne tower whlch is *,he raia lccal i::int cf
the bulld.ing is not i:l cnaracter with its cv:r-a:l s-,;rl-e. iic*eve:,
its central locat,ion a:--i classie details s,;ch as :e:,-,i1=: c:lnice,
projectlng baiconies a::- columned belfry do not, .ieria'iu: -uhe build.-
ing's lntegrity.

The first story jrcnt windows are topped by incla=i a:,:hitlaves
and set.on braeketed siils while those of the up!e: ani o--ner fa-
cades do not have suc:: crnamentati-on.

A fountaln xhich Has a feature of the origlnai claa i+as neyer
eonstructed..

o
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sh gothic; the r-ails are frescoed, a

ndsome tint being selected; the ap t-
ts botir ir.rside and out are tnoder a1lc1

a1ld:tf e

co11

raitged with a f ieu' to sylllmet
1e 11C e.

road originaill- knou,n as the tur,

br:inch es

The 'lelrc
thc \t-andaiia t 1.1 'gll t11ls clty anG

11o and Chan-rpaign is part oi
is Central, maliing a 11\,cnie11t

origirraibetu'een the t
the road.

Vandalia Rai
arltc and a clivisicr.r oi

I) eca
1942.

joins tlrr nrrin \ ne al rre Haute. ThE
\,randalia linc u, Lz miles of track is
part c,f the Pen v nia system \\,hicll
gives us direct unication \Yith the
castern trunii liircs. his was originailv the
Iliiirois l{iclianr,1, i . nrLtil :l - -

tlie l-ranc1-q oI a 11ti-r 1___:ver
lrayir,g basis, h
cxisten ce.

'a conti

The Indi Deaatur i

road.

The I
n-iinates
Spring O1l ii.a',.-r. l

eas; and
si.rn irom

iir(::.:--.' .:- -,

to Springfield. rr-as c.,

he entire lenglh oi :!:e

.,ras urged agaiost raiiroads when fiigt pro-
posed. Some. argued that the horses would
be so Irighteried by tlle,.aiq:,ihp.l 1Ae .landi::i-,
near Lhe roads could not 'be cultivated; '

that the ranges woqld he rendere<l useless' :-

and the poor people would be compelled
to keep up tlreir stock; that the game would
all be rlriven a\"ay Uy,1ill whistling of tl3e ,

The namer,of tdis''road"rvls soon after
changed to TheiToledo;,Wabash and West-
ern Railioad" 'In 1876 this road operated i

473 miles of 'trick l 6i'tween' .Toledo and

Quincy; rro miles'between St. Louis and
Decatur; the Keokuk branch of 4r miles
and the Naples branih of 3 miles; a total of

In rB77 the name was changed to The
Wabash Railroad, which name it sti11 re-
tains. This road now operates . over " two

eted in
is nosr
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PAST AND PRE,SE,NT

--. - ::-:: =iles of tracl< and is a throrrgh
:-=::-:.: liatlsas City to Buffalo with
:-:: -:i-: !:ssenger trains to New York City.

-: '-'= a :ine to Iiansas City via Hannibal
::: - ;::--nc1-: another via St. Louis, and a

:,.r:- rc Chicago, a fourth to ,Detroit and

ol- xiACoN couN'l'Y.

rs of Illinois ],Iiiitia, cottln-randed b1 Br:g-
er Geueral Sarnr-tel Whiteside.

tsterecl out oI the service of the U::i

D1

'.| ::.":

,i -,

i.i' ., : j:

ti

1;

-Stat
nois

s at tire mor-1th of the Fox rir-er. I
ay 27, 1832. Date oi enlisimeni. --

-r..ai,.lr is the central point tirrough
;r:rch all this enornrous tramc tnust pass.

I: i: an aggressive'ibad, having recently
acquired a large number'of feeders, rvhich
BeEeiraie sor-ne'of the most remote regions
oi the midclle.west. '; ' r , '

Decatur is'1he ii.onie- of the l{iddle Divi-
sion of the:"1A,1abash'; | , Superintendent A.
Robertson an.i:ilie i\tiddle Division offtcials
reside here,.the; 1.aig'es!.,iorce Qf dispatchers
in the counlry js locatgd hgre;,the car shops

employ betiveqn z'oo;:aiid,3oo men;a branch
gf the locomotiv-e, shdps employs a number
oI men ; ar,d mqsi,'of 'the tiain'mcir live here ;

not less than:'r,'i4p..m-en connected with the
\\:abash live in Decatttr. The pay rolls ap-

pro-xinrate $9oo,ooo pct y"u. on the -\Iiddle
-U1\'1.s1on- -;r ':r:ir':

its nla'tforrn connects, is cine of the hand-
So:r-:eSi statiorls on. thb,Wdbaih,system,:. It
is :-ro lre*. long, trvo stor,ies:high, bu!t!'of
r-eli..rr t'ri.-k and trimmed rvith stone and

ierra coita. Tire atchitecture is colonial,
e\cert the torver; ihe main.portion is two
stories. s-hiie the mail, baggage and express
rooms are but one story. The interior is
l-nished in tile floors, marble wainscoting,
irescoe,i ceiling and rvalls; lending a charm-
ing eitcct. The cost oI the building ap'

Jan'r

; term of enlistt'uent. 3i dar-s.

Jo1-rnson, captain. Prorno-'ed :
16, r83z; \l:illiam \\-arnic

iieutenar absen+- rvith lear e i I. C

secolrd li ienant. prLr:notec ia cl

sent on e\t
' 

. sergeant,
11-r11s1 N,-'rt-1 bsen-: rvith

sergeani;.,.?lear-e: Josep llanks. iortr
' Henrv lI. Gori : S. R. Shep-

ard. second penbarger,

third corporal,
lIilton, fourth

Cox, Joseph
There .w,as

ganized duri

leave; James
in battle.

rangers or-
1832, com-

G
rvi'
kir

/ The net'Wabash.siation, just west of the
I n,.rtli crrd of the Ceniral station, with which

ian Ingram, C. H

- Privates-Asher
D. llcCa11, D. H.

n, Abram Black,

G. D. Stnallwood, Jo

rt, Elisha Brttlcr,
anl<s, Jacob L,ane,

Qucrrel-, JamcsJohn Henderson, Ja
\lii1er, Tohrr flanle-v alnes Ennis, John
Clifton. Jesse Dicke hn 1Vil1ianrs, Jolrn
\Iurphey, John B1a es IIerrod, I(in-

.sn-rith, S. ts.

Dervees, S. ltilleq S. 'llro 1, Tl-rotlas Dcr-'

enport, William anks, i11iam Adams.

fton.

Dro\irilates sel.ent-i thousand doilars.

a company
g the summer

manded by tain William Wa ick. Thcv
lvent as f as liickapoo, a to ,-rrr Big

T r-r c1i a rr s.rir-er, br-rt finding no

soon ret

i'-.iexican \4/ar.

\VA rvas declared rvith l\'{exico rn Xl ay,

r846. Lrnder the call for volunteers I1
'entitled to three regirnents. U
mation of Governor Ford, the sh ifi

],Iacon cor',rty callirrg for voluntee
lnpan\- C, a{terrvards forming part oi tl

orlrth Regilnent, rvas raiscci, consisting o

S

tBlack H:-,'.'.:'r"Ia!.

rnounteci r-o
'mf'ent, comma

brigade of mounted

.:.. :1: :

-'r I ri-s ter
panl of
thc Fiith

ro11

r6, r83e;

JArilliam fliller , \\'i1ii:rur

V

com'
. __a "1- _a

Tames

o

I
. 

r' .,1i, i".-:t I '

' jiii::;,
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'l lrr' l)t'c;rttit' ;Ltr,l l,';Lsl "1 l''rrrls t-;Lillrilttl \\lts ('11:ll'ttlrr:t1 l11 lt!(r7'

lrrrt tlri'lirrL'it',rlll l)('(;tttll'1o )1 1'rJtrii \\'115 lrrrllt irr lsir() tttitlc:r thc

nriill;lgclucill r'i 11lt I oLcri"' \\:il':Ltlt :tltrl \\ t''ttl-tr' '['lrt ill'st \\'ltlraslr

l'()ullrlltort:t'iti I)tc;r1t'tt'\\:l: l)ll11t rrr 1St/t lt tt:t:;rrr t'iglrt-:t;ll',]':'ut"

Itt tllc tler'lit'st rlltr't t'I til('l-(rii(l i)\('ll \\trt'rtst'rl ii'r snit':ltirlg

elrrs.'l-lrelLrsl-r'ltliltlllt:tct-ittl)t't'lrtttlulslt'ltttl)irttrt'crl'\\1t'i-litglLtt
l,rrl< ilt thc r':rt'1-i"('0-. :tlr'l l.r'llllllllr'11 rlitli tllt \\'lrl'lLslr trrrtil 1S7-i '\t

tirst l)irrrrecll (lrr)\'('tltt "rt" llll(1 s\\'itcllctl tllc clLt't ior i-lL'rtlt tire \\'lL-

lr:rsh lttttl illirl,iis ('Crrtrllrl 'l'lrt'iltst s$'itc1r eltgirle \\'iI> 11i)t lrIOr'rght irl

rrntil aitcr thr:: lirrc to St' 1-or'ris hacl lrcen c()11:trLlctcd'

In 1sS-t the \\'alrash shops tr-ere 111(l\-e(i ir:'rrn ltebfia to Decatur'

Iiroilr tlt:rt tintr orr. \\lltlrash inte rests in.l)t..lrtur irrcrca-.ec1 in size arlrl

itt-tlltlrrltltcc.\li.llitlrrsillrltlllarslllLrtllt.,tL:1)cut!lllgfl)tllrdS,lltrilclirrg:,
lrliclge s arlrl tclttipllrtlit S{)1llc "i t1''t lril lrl trlects hale ircetr tlie cotr-

strltctiritt,,ithclocotll()ti\t:1li'l)rirr1!r1'l-1-l'erltiarltliti'ltlsnladclatcr'
trlilescritt.acliagt'ilitller-llt.ti..-r.cclertll'ti.,rlp1arlt,CL)11C1.Cte-b.ridgeeast
,ri I)ccatur, lrrjrlgc t't t' Stt"g"t'l rll Lrll 1i1le t') St I-oui'' alrd inlltllnera-

1r1c buililirrgs. Insitle of 1).lcr,tur-xli 11e the \\'abash has thirtl'-ser-ct't

miles oi track-c. ( )rle ycar. in lLrl{r' thc \\-ahl'h spellt lrlorcr tlian $7'-

5(I1.000 irr f)ccalltr'
I)cc:rtrrrl\'^stllcllcarlqr'rrrtcrsoftl're.l1t1]litldledir.isiorr..rr.herl

11re svstetlt 1la11 thrcc rliti:i"tl:' c:1:tcr1l' 1llidd1c alld \\'estt:rn' Aiter

the svstell'r u'as l-e-t1ili'1cti arlcl nlore rlivisiolls \\'ere created' it re-

lll:ritlt,r1 llcailrlrilLt.tel-: i.lr tlli- lJcclLtrtr rlivision. It rrot only is tlre lrrca-

tiort lf thc <1ivi.i,,rl ,,1it.'.. lrltt lrlL::i'tl-lt oi the gctreral 
')lhccs' 

1111mely'

t l, c lrcr'1t:rnicill. l ei cql-:rl rl'r'l11rl si grl:r1 rlellartlt.tct'tts'
.l-ltirtr,_thr_ec i,r.,,,,i,1.,1 l).i.il1ri in l)e,r::itrrr at-e c1111)1(l\.e d b1' the

\\-alrash, atrrl the a1lnt1al

\\-,\ll,\s1I S l.\'lT () -\

1, rr r',,11 i. ..tirlt:,ic'l ;tL S.< '

r.r , r.JCO. S, r,r'r.- ,,[ 1r:tilt.

ir:Lss thrrtttgh tlic citv c:rclr

11:rt..

'lorllt-r' the \\-alrash
svstcltt cr)\'er-( nr:a11r' .3,000

,,iiles, ."rt i,rg eig.-ht states

ol tlre l-'rritcil -States and a

pror-irrce oi [] arlac1 a -\c-
, ,,r',lirt t,, itr i ( l rt i :'

1929, tltc cnt'ttitrg-t i"r' t'hlrt

\C;tl''.\t t, )Ir''ll'';+'

i{ightly l)ecatttr is callerl the."I Irrb".of thc)-abash'

rlJ"--r-"-d- ,;n;'1i d' ) %e'-""-;"!' @'f
-,@ @z- @', -fr' Ml"* tf**L*

i
-=l

.I

"$-Lccrltt+7--"--Z*4
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Wa b a s h Fgyl?,n o *B* ISyn?#
81'Leslie Roberts

- -;€ a busy neighborhood, the' 700
lqh-cr lf East Cero Gordo Street is now
F:€i *riir the exeeption, at least re-
De::-v. of a few striking N&W clerks.
lle old llabash Station is the only

rtrrari of the days when passenger
:: .-r brouglt throngs of people to
:a-iav stations on every major line.

.: *as 1&i{ when the Great Western
?; -:'oad , iater the Wabash) first laid
:a-f,s ul Decatur. Soon after. business
---.:.:red tle building of a passenger sta-
; I,i.
.. :,1-1:" ;he Illinois Central Railroad

i:: a:!er five acres of land by B.H.
l:...:- ;:ro specified the land was to
:€ ---: i,l.', for a sLation site.
l-. .-:r:,Ls Central buili the Union

!l;:,.:q ai :re southeast intersection of
:e rl:eo. *estern and Illinois Central

--*.:-r:a the structure uas an eight-
: :e,i :.;er with a men's smoking
t.:,:

l:e i.. :r,s Central *-rng of the trlo-
i;-- -ri.::,- accon:,-,Cated the dining
:1.: :t.:a:=nh ofi:e 'i,l baggage rie-.-.. ' .;
F=1:.i:. .-l Ul€c. ,\::l€ffi \r'lng ln'
; -:+: ::.i :--et s ;:: i :.81'l s \4-aitmg
::.:-. : -:r,iii€ :- - '-l-:!i. OffiCeS,.--
.1 .,-::!: ; -1. *: Slf iI:.a- :-a :'*C C0m-

---.-^l
_-_ : l tilitdl

i.-: -a ::'iIi-i.
.la, . -,!: reie

of busy rail era
l'et- oy' 19{0, the station was largely

--. j::;:e. as most passenger serviee on

te i,-:nor: Central line had been dis-
coniilie{ The buiiding was closed in
lg$l a:c :L-)m down the next year" Re-
mai[;g ofiices rnoved to Grand Ave-
nu€

The \fabasn slstem met rt,:ith more
success in ris i'ears. beg:nning with the
announcemen: of Plans for a new
s;1l.0Gr Dasseiiger station rn April of
igil.

The re'; :ei-,: \ras siaked out May
:J. ly]. ":i ::e ii'abash u.as said to be
piann[; ::.e :.si elaborate station in
the sr 3:e

Arcnilri: T:+xore Lrr,h oesigned a
preicn:r:..::.: :olonial erlerior. with
the na::. -,::-- .-sing two stories. An

8Gfoot torier .::r:d :he $u:h side of

the ;l*Ifoot 3i--l::;
A flat melai :t':: ..': ;1:' :o an eHie'

rior oi Yeiiou .::i :-l:e::3---::':
trimmings. Gretla: [:* :i -:'l]r: :-'
exterior. A fcun[a= :::;'!': ::- r-'
front la*n was Dei€: : -

Railroad officE: E,e:. -- :i
fl661, with mue h ci

IeDoval.ion. F.ugs ar: l:Ii: : - : *: ' *'
cba:ed at the er:t:>'
chc wou-ld oci:u;"

T ie iru er ie.' r
ger lacLirrle: 1:,
* :.'i ll tlsi€'- l - : :

. . ::e s,:,-'- :,
-iI: il€ :l::
:1-- ::a:: r-

Railway timetables in the dailrv paper
most likeiy attracted some of ihe
crowd. for the ]ffabash and Illinais Cen-
iral both advertised a number oi special
fares with the openings of the new sta-
iions.

The Wabash offered rr;tind trip tickets
to Danviile {or $2.21. springfieid for
$1.16 and St. Lo':is for $3.5,i. A roui:tJ
trip ticket to St Louis was good ironi
Saturday afternoon until return on an!'
traln by 9 a.m. llondaY. A number of
other lcral haif-raie fares were ofiered
every Suaday.

The !{abash also had a number of cne
way "settiers" rates to man)' u:estern
states. Tirere uere also special raies to
the Ear,t. 0ne roun,J-trrp to [t,:f f a1o.

\ \' , gri:,J for ien davs. r"at advertised
ai !i6.

The f entr:! c,-,unteiet! u'ilh :l

:::'ate f:r.,: t:ciuCir.g a
j :re!e: ;;: :: Len" er.

--:..;-.g':.:les aiso o:-cug.r"lt the re

chased neq'. cr Sen: :: ' 1 ' -: : : : :- -- u-
* :'t: arli-

i, rt1-

::

i:- _.__ _ : p ,

,: -

- i ' - :' - - -: - ::

z- l:._ .i -. _-

.:
-.. -.- -.-.---t: :- -_- " :- a - -

- -: . - - -

r"::e ie-'i'.S::iS
- '; l:--'-a. - -+: -::-:..-:--

lai ,_ iJrIeU.e " . ;a- :. 'r -. :
-:.::t. A - \\.:.:..'-- =.'- :..:-'
.:1:5-.. .d(Hdr *i: -,.-- _- - ' a

- l,-- -..-: --..-,lJl, *d: U.:...j.. :- i 
=

r: ::e centi]rv.
-- -:..... lhe li,;n,r.. fri.ll:. l.:-.i'

a::is€{ cDeratrons io tnciuoe li ras-:-
;:-:.ail'rs running ihrough the r:e.
E -.-::lg busrness prompted the :,:,1,:' a new iilinois Ceni:ai Siai;,-.:
- .r-r€ Unron Statron site in lst),1--= iutlding rvas in English Goihic
: : ;.:h a tower rising in iront 1{,\l
r*' -,: ground to flagstafl.;- :. E.iterior walls were trimmed in

;1r ' I - tr.ck. with a tile roof. The sta-
i :. =!:.d 180 incandescent electric

: : -:ii- ",: :.:, ::.-:='S ali t:t: \la-
:ar: :.*' : . :;€- .":'ient The iOOd-

::: i -: ::'i::i :':l :ne cro\rd on lhe

:ro'.':, of f\r'o baiconies on the building's
:+uli stde.

The baiconies bad fulfilled their origl-
n& criroose onlv once. many years be'
fore. O'uring a sPeech bY Theodore
Roosevelt before a crowd on the grassy

iarils - now parking lots for the rail-
roads' chief comPetitor.

In 1954, Pasienger train deciine
broueht an 

-end to tu'o night sleeper
r"rtfte lines, follou'ed by- the removal
of two more night trains from the timq'
tables in 1960.

The merging of the Wabash with the

Norfoik C Western Railwa-v- Co. in the

earlv 60s saw a number of Passenger
trains come and go. The Cannon Ball.
Banner BIue and City of St. Louis were

all eventuallY discontinued.
The last of the streamiiner passenger

trains, the Blue Bird, made its final
sloo at the Wabash Station in December
of igzz. The long era of passenger trains
in Decatur had ended.

The sfation still stands at 780 E' Cerro
Gordo St., with a few freight offices stiil
uslng the building. The neighborhood
restiurants which once thrived on the

business that trains generated have a"
moved from the area. manl' ceasir'; ''
exist aitogether.

Passen[er service has ail but dled ': -:

e grand old train sta-
tion. stari enipi'. jn deserted i ards,
u2rr'r-a fnr th'.: re',ir;ri qtpenpd:n lhe
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ter handling eas: a::i eorth rnove-
ments and ancibe:: i:atldling those
west and south. T:e r,.-est and south
yard will be loeaied to the north of
the through freigi:t tracks, and the
north and east yards to the soutl
of that pair of main tracks.

The main iine for passenger
trains only will be a singie track
runnilg along the south side of the
Wabash property aI1 the rvay from
the Iilinois Central crossing at the

di':*I;i{H::.:il:
ning to end except for three cross-
ovcr points which will 1et the dis-1
patcher switch cars to the A. E.
*ciaiey Mfg. Co. and to grain stor-
a;e 1'ards west. of Staley's.

.Ldriitional service facilities lvilIL:..;Ce a new dlesel service s,hopri:;: of the present locomotive

*:,x+$ ,,, e tt*a:t,t t,li

ri*iri;.i.iixlli,ir.isl

I

&E
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\I'ahash ffiaalroad
To Loeate &iesel
RepairshopHere

lVahash Buys

Lasrd ?racts
Hear *ecatur
The Hrabash &all:oad Co.. has.purchased se\-e.a1 tt,acts oi laniapproximating bet,,r-een 3r :r.i .Ifl

IT,ABASH cELEBRATIoN
DISCUSSED BY A OF CDcr,t,rr rnry 

-."i.lrrrJ 
the rvVa-

;h Railrosdr's l00th a.,r,iu.rr.ry
rcre this spri.,giunJer ;";;#;1
xrng.6o6<i6l6"eC* ty the hssoci.r-.-n .i Lu:rlrerLe mecdngs comrnit_

tfi'e 1\.'abash, srrrrcJ 
' 
,._"-.,

scnedules into Decarur -\!^:rI85{. Flistorir". rti"f L :_
ifrl,il,!_rt 

trai. iEb rh*
st.

a

:*..1i{h.t through the shop and oniouisiCe. llos. 2 and B traclis *iU t"
i sfubb€d at the east end inside the
, shop and rvill be used for repairs
lon trucks, rryheels and traction mot-
i ors.

l. *o. I TR.{cK rvar] ure nro. r
Itrack. run on through and out-of.
irhe- buitding. Nos, 1 and. I tracFs
l$ru ttave drop taHes while No. g

l\llr,h" c_ouiooed for wbat is term-

i i:. ;x.' i;H";, uTl'|#', 
"f,XI:l.ive.s.on thc drop tablns under the

rrr-s.t t\ro tracks can be moyed overand laken out on the escape at No.
,J lrack.

E. R. Buck, general
dent of motive power
tn.,nt, said llrc nor\/ shop
modcrn and convenient

superinten-
and equip-
, rvill be as
as any in
will har..e

the Unii.cd States.- i[o"
f h, n., .. - ..r-: .- . t

ofCfoBack

abash Fete
TIrc Association of Ccrnrrrrr
ard of directors vesterder rses
ied__to sponso. .n'ob*rrro* oi
: lVabash Raiiroad's l00th anai-
'sarv in Decar*r,
I-he request carr:t from a group
rranspoitat ion and railroad bi'ston1
horities rvho arcrrttlled together
the A of C to EqgdderuuIh "., ,

'ffitoo*u.. orro&;rr,, n.".t- 
i

:. indicard $at lfic.$oard-will
, the resionsibilit*;for an an-
::s.in'proqram in the spripg.
l::<iors uill considei, thi rnat-
t irir nc.\r nreering Jan. 6, he

jthe. cjtf., aecordinq to deeds re_
icot'ded in {hc last fert dar.s.
] . 

Loe'al 
_ 
irf{i"ials of the cor)rpan}.

,s.taled definirsly today thar theyo,d nof hnow the managcment.:.. {pulFose in bu.vi:rg rt," iaiJ.- "'"''

i.,tUf,: PnOpI,;R.ty as cios(.r.ihccl i1.
I the..dceds runs in a nor.ther.ly 6j-,
l:-"^:t_j", from rhe".pabastr rractrs ana
lyards and is tq4ewhat i.ruerir..--,
:,_::S.*! sma]t\rieces oI piopert5.
I rnvo.tvjng sev-e,qtsLae.res extending'north from-Itre railroad .iglrt o?
y,.uy 1o -Divjsion street u c.e pur_chased from- E,_J_ Collins, noi C.rvteu:oln_ahd o{hor's.

_ To.ll fr orrr Divkjon st r.ect a ndextcnding,all th€, way to t.ariesr0ni\va..v 6nd the "Illjnois Tcrminlir^i'lrf()1d. lL,, t,.r"t* nppr.ilr_irrrrriirrr.l
:.1?t"-l' 20" act es, were Put chaseclrrom-Ha).mond V. Albin ana ;ac[Loeb, Arthur Shields and others.
_,r 

r ,r . understood several oiherprec_es have been purchased. U"ina\:e noi y-et been recorded.

Tl'a hash Celehration Planned
t00th lnnirersaqs to Be }larked frKpitti{"3 '-21-*7t,

Ttre -{s-.:c:::: ct Comerce'r:.5r. Tq.,g ff,rUr.t ,ir.r.nodr"r. 
Iboard cf dte;.:_- t e'.peced 6 Thev didn*t parricipate'in th.-d;;-;

name a commirre ne:il rrerl 61--cussio_n, but lndicared the railmadi
range obsen'ance of tbc \1'aba#tr1-rJd coopegte in the obsen'ance. 

]

Baitroad's r00th annir.esr-r /d,tffi.i j:t^,#il.,in':iil
Decatur.this spring. ff;.I B*l; of &catur. and GtoiTle A of C g,es asled to ryo"-,i.Ji*, cditor of Tbe Beviewisor the centennial obserrance .t e,.d;ffi-'FF-;l -]*ii Ur,"riTsession of the A of C meerings cft-lrvere aa6n!
mittee vester<i.y. Cui*"., Bunt [.iin seeing ,tt l;1]l5,l.,.,' ;T:,4.[nglernan .said about t5 comn;ift;bi pr.rid:#fr;;otd';r;,1" li'ii.members, Wabash representatives, 

I 
or C i"ai.rt; ;;;;";;.";;rri'rJ'.l#and individuals interest'ed. i" .""in!f r.rp-o;;i6 for the observance inthe early,,railroad history., of D.?i, ;;;,;;;'-;.." tl.ednesdav.

carur recalted \1ere Dresent. 
| . Tlr_e-$reit \A,estern Railroad, nou,Elwood R. Buck,i.prrr-rr,-t *- jrt.,. 14,.i;;h; senr irs firsr train toperinrendent, and Hanty p.. Gard-lDecrd-h 

-'A;;t; 
lii#"il" ;il:ner, division pars"ngir direaor,tod reg,;trr-*"ii*'M;;'s.-i;14:^' i

Expansion of tsuildings
] Planned to l{andle

Bunl F.,AofC
4 p. nrj

ansportatiorr and
invited.

The Crlaf \l'

Ci

tsig En--ines

l-izC. .Jd, /fS.g

called h r+tine
r with Wabashl
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c.rttir h..1 , : - - : :-,
I h^ n,lh i,
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tirr.ncrtl '-
lrttr,n nl thr r 1 :

I)('(;ltrrr'.'. ..r : .-:t
r., hv the arrilal r : :i : :. . - : -.. :,.r
r ri r!,1ri l\ r,, ,, il ... .- - r.: .-

\\'esti'rrr is nLr'.,,' l!: I- -'r:. .\
\\'alrash''l)ecatur cr::-i::.-r :i:.
sprrrtq, I lhc t\\o a:.:..,- ,:. .'. ..

c0me at a tilne \,. hrn i,::alu: :s

srrginq ahead again ari::e::.,.
ioaris itrc aglin an irnport:nt r::t
of the bie, acllance.G

lF.' PLAN vvABASH FETE

AofC It:r-:" !: ":- 'r,- -'
lt-.. l/---.

lYabash, A of (

Leaders Meet

Banker Heads {}n Centennia$

lYahash F'ete
Five reoresentatives of the V

bash Hailrtad will meet with
special Association of Comme

cimmittec N'lon,lry nfi)n to laur
olannins for an observance of
iailroadf l0oth anniversary in I
cafur this spring.

S. J. Bradfield, chairman of
speciai A of C g-roup, said L'
Brora,n of St. Louis, Wabash p'
lie relations. director, will be h

for the meetirlg* '=-.
trl-abash oIEicil?s-{rom ftca

rlho u'ill join in itre conference ar

E. R. I'lrictl general zuper

teldent of nfutile pott.r;

f.T.XaUr, Decae:r dirision s

-;.*-.i:ne
H. F. G;:irs- chrision passen

4c:-J. E. Dr#ri*assistant gen(
Il'..-Lt:r-

T:: =1=:ase ci tit initial pl

=-l =i*=i Eifi be io 
"*.h.,i;-; sit nlircd officials and s

Lesjc e:en:z::ion, Badfield or

Fi5 TI,-;k! osiiais sening a

sc: i esr--.n:r caruxdEee.

..).-'- q.. q 51

,"sterda.'bv
'1-- r r 1:i

F:=iient S. ]. Bradfield .ol dre

Sr-":r.f genk of Decatur wilJ head

:i: c':i::l:iit€e to arrange an ob-

*-:.. "u;*i"= "r 
tie \l'abash

f.r. -::..'. ffannir ersarv here'

a

S. J. Brodfield Heods Comrnittee

tcr Decatur in April, 1854, and start-
S. J. Bradfielded regular se_n'l::lgj, ryr4 I o''

k* a) /25y'-



Wmfumsh Wants

Tw ffBEminate

5$eeper Service

',. ::la ;a -.,i;:-: :r:, la:
vas 

-discussed in an informal me$-
ng rvith John A, Barrett, pass€n-

ier traffic manager from St. Louis,
rnd Glenn F. Welker, Decatur di-

passenger agent,

Decatur representativ€s. at the;
neeting in addition to 'Burwell;
.vere ]ick Porvers, orvner of the'
lotel Orlandq. and Herrry H.
Bolz, secretarSrzhil general manager
rf the Asiociffiii6f-Com*erce, -

tT asasn YY $EEE{3 
i

Drop Sleepen i
\\-abash passrnger oflicials callcd'

r ::,eeing 
'yesterday u'ith *"eoal 

I

lkading Decatur citizens i{

plained the railroad's desire .- oib-
.csnrinue Pullman sleeper sen'ice be-

lreen here and Chicagoi, ': "
r G!-nn F. \Velker, Decanrr di.r'ii
s:e p:s.engtr ageut, arrd iohn A.1
L-:::. p.)scngcr trdllir: luarlfgefl
i--= 5:. Louis, called the rrreetingi
i- ':- ::-:iroad. Beprexnting De-i
;r-'.'e--e T. C, Butuell, r'icel

=s.:=-: in charge of traflic for{
:- .t E. SuIe; IV{tg. Company, i

!r-L F:-sas. on'net of the Hotel|
C--*.::. a-i Herur' H. Bolz, sec-;

:-:-::.-.-! -:lr..':: ef the'

, -r I ' ; -

''!*rl ': 
""1These'Ai,e Our Opinionr

ir;.c :, .e:. a :-: ci' -': 
-: i::,

?$te Wexbessh Eiscon*imues SEeepen Service fo Chieego Pullni:ns. Bolz saic. i: ', :. =::e 
j

l': e fl
.'- .: :: ;,r: t} g &ts

.,--li;lE HEIE"3,

SLEEPII{G car seryice on the icrnoving the \Vabash sleeper serv- Presumably this means three paid

Wabash between Decatur and Chi- ice hcre ntre notconvincingly pre- fares or about $15 a trip, after

cago will be discontinued next ::tlti:J.t.troposal 
was Pt^tti;tt:tl taxes' The cost (based on the

sa-rurdav, sept.25. '"* 
.,"'^: f,i,#'TTifi::,ff0,:,il:.lit"ft.f; ll.'ioof-f':,iT 'o&'J'.1;',i'i:

At tlrc s,rrne lirne the r.rilroad irr srllitiul to |eirrg viuc-,r.csident :rlu,rrr g5i) .,rr,,r. t6i,r tlris, or $
uill change 

. 
the 

. 
schcdule for the in charge of tralfic"lor tlic 'A. E. rutal ol go5 a trip.

Banner so that it rvill leave -De- Staie"y Manufacruring Company; A point that'has not been ex-
c?tur at 4:20. p.m. (CSJI and ar- Jack Powers, o*rr.. ,id op.r.tor plored is suggested by the observa-
.jl"^_i3 Chicago at 7:30 p.m. of Hotel Oriando at,I)ecatrt and iion of user?'of the'sleeper that
(CST). The train norv leaves at former manager of ihe l-aSalle parronage seems to exc6ed three
2:20.p.m. Hotel in Clii..go, who probably perscins"a trip. This Inay mean

. The presump.h?n ,j .m.t_ this cannor understaild horu 'anybodi ihat .lq is helvily used by pass-.
change in schedule of the Banner in his right mind would be'wili- holders, wh, in' th.o.y .i fest,
r,r'ill serve the residents of . this ins to sle;p on a tmi4 if he could havepullnrar.raccommoditionsavail-
ccmmunity.equally well end^that g.ito. hoiel, and Ftrenry Bolz,sec- able only rvhen there is unsold
the railroad will save $31,000 a r"etarv of the'Aisociatioi of Com- space. Ai.l of course it is possible
vear a! a result of discontinuing rnerc-c, rvho-probably took *o posi- tliat pass-holders, includirig o[fi-
ileep"r service. tion under t]]e circumstances. ' cials, 'wait until after midn?ght to

Sor,the record it ought to -be The reporr that came out of this find out r.r,hether or not the! will
said that the responsibility f.or meeting .,i.as that the Wabash ioss go to Chicago on the sleeper.
tEe successtul operatron o-t the rarl- on the sleeper had been .,$31,000 In any case, sleeper service is to
,road,rests.on the president^ and in Julv,,. thi, figr.,r., printed on be discoitinued thii rveek and rve
brard of directors. Many o{ 

- 
the Sept. 

'8 in both ihe' Iieraid and hope that the new late hours for
r:ilroad ills have resulte_d ftom Th'e Review didn,r seem to bbther th; Ea;;e;- iviii pr"* io b. 

".';-:ir vulnerability to capricio-us de- anybody for a week. On Sept. 15 satisfactory 
"s 

the Wabas| officials
=s-:ns by, govemment rSgulatoT in'answer tb an inquiry froin the think thef wil be. We hope thati:.:::s and by pressurcs from sel- neu.spapers the figur| wis corrected another iime, when the frabash::r: STouPS more rnterested rn to be $31,000 for the vear" rvishes to ehange, service for the r.-pjt s1"*rr ends than in-the suc- Also in responst to the news- Decatirr public;"thdt.it either,wflli
-s"-:i tte railroad enterprise. papers' inqui,ir, the Wabash said do a littli more cpnviniing job of .

Ti"' seid, it should also be ihit the average use of the sleeper justifying its decision or'ihat it
lmrc,j :':: tlat the arguments for hadbeenthree.berthseachway, 

-. 
-ill not"try,to iustify it at al].

l"t7:z/,/flc'f

and ieading citizens.
'I'he Decarur mer sui;.1::i i:e

schedule for the Bannet Biue tra:r
fronr 5t. Louir to Clrit:,rgo niqht i.;

lcaving for Chicago oniy 2l: hou:s
apart and not any lealing then fcr
12 hours or mori. By [aring d-
Banner leavc somcu'}ut latcr ia tir
aftemoon, local residents lrotrld,
have better sen'ice to CXricagp, Lc
said.

This and oiher sug:esdonr r*'iII
be referred to A. K. Atlinsou, Iti
bash president.

thc ncrc morrrirg.--

;ifi:ffi.I-"H*
lagain four )ears ago in cooperation
lwith ttte Associarion of C-ommerce

lclrange.l so thc train rtould leatc

iDecaiur at 425 p.m. instead o[
2:20 p. m. (CST).

As 
-things norv -stand, Henr-v

iBolz said,"Decarur hrs tr\o rrrins

continued ruhen sol<ilers nccried the

.t



L,rst of Webash Steaffi? Erug6arcs Gn Serap Fi[e

r' a c';.liur\'
.. - '': ThursJtir.'

" ' l'.. Prt'sidcnt- . : -,:J. nrade a

' .- :l:l'ront tceth
-' ''-.'n,l tl-'

- :::c cold as thc old

' ' : :fs'
- r' eldtrs r' i11 busri''

..st \ astige ol ih'' :lr r:

-' :].-rt rrc3k'

'. -.:tlr r;ilroati veterin -\t1t-
'- rr:nl.tilretl that ttc'rllr l't-
' - ,. ,ii'..1 lilit thc <lin.s,rrtr'

"'lhe dinosaLrr uas orcr-spccial-

ized. and thrrt's rthv it couldn't

si.:lrive," the railroader said""'Ihe

'1,,]J"i'"g'i, ;;;?;; ;ngines'iing .facilities and coal cho:t.s l+
ILere *erc so ntarlv b.rili' forl.ri!d 't most internredi:te p:i::ts

*,lf 
'"r*""t.r. 

tlieu couldn'rlalr-,ng the railroad are no lon-.et

.1,",".i" 1- itit rliesel iot omotives' I nccded' rr lrich deliT hts eeon()m\ -

"l,:i:h ;,,; ;" itrst abotrt crcrv lr"indcd railro'rtl otIicials'

;il';:"--" 
..- ' 

I Llo*'erer, the defunct "steam-""iil" 
^rtho, 

of a historv on stearn l*':." c"' talie comfort in their rich

I.-,.,rrorir es erplairrcd the 
_ 

grcat 
I 
hist.,tu.

.].,,,:. tn dicstl por,ver as "':"uu'l N4'nu Plcsent Wabash :lgi"::t^t
lurir,i. meaning an entire chanee]probably'remember the Class E-3

i-..irr. .rj.. o? things to uhichli,,ttt"gt'- -locoutotives' 
built in

.i'. ... r..mo-.a." ' 
I tSOf . 

" Wltl, 84-inch' driving

P;;;i \\'abash officials say theJrrhecls, it rras capable of rirnning

-"-' ^F €rPtm nouer in Decatutll00 tilt' an hour' About 12 ucre
:.r'ir" U.tot.'rna during thelused by the railroad, and the 1ast

. l,,r: ,rrt of the depressio',r. Records ln'tt * " scrapped in 191l'
t^r 'tsit shorv the railroatl had l2g6gs Were the Longest
-r- I ste.rrn loconrotitcs li.tctl .n i Irrohrrlrlv rlrr\nost inrPressive,
:r. hc.ks. incltrdirrg abotrt I4 di['l\\cr.c;ire-]9g6*-dre lrgcst l,rco'
l!.(ntttPes. ,.-]rrroti'e e'er uscd by tlre 1ti|'64{.

'lhe'fiIabas]r prcsentlv has l{3 lLor.led, thev utigrcd about 750,-
iic.el-elecrric locomotives' lhcselOOO poutdi. fi6hrt oqes uere
rnclude qeneral purpose, Passcn-lr.rroi.d earlv.this\$).
1er. freiqht and su itch engines. I ,q'.'.nra;fi-f A \tht6ib.historical
The 'Jeep' Took 0ver lfiles, thc tirlilolanotivlin Illinoisl

The seneral _ p,.fose dicscl'lran over the 

"ffi;Hf,\:.lrli..n;c],namcd the "Tci'p," is probahh'lNorthern Cr'

;i;'il;; .;;1..'of i'h'li'..,, r;1.",' "i ir'" \Afabash, o(-lSv' 8'

:::rr'rires are lring on the scrapl 1838' 
-

Le.r' 
- 

I The first run started at Qttincv'-'-iisirr.. 
the... can be operated inl'r,ith "a most cetelno.iotts fiesta in

*i*.1. ".ii;, th"'1".prl couid bclrvhich the actual operation of the

u,J':o. anv kind of sen,ice, iflengine u,as threate,ed because con-

;;-;.';; \\-abash official said.l'ivialitv 11'a-( so intense that the
:;ff,r"- Ulf,i rroi do,h. iob quitelmechanics did not function u'ith

as..ell ,J on. oi the specializedltheirnormalvigor'"
steam ]cromotives. but thev do itr The locomotive was made bv

;;;11;;;;h; set br'." ;Rogers, Grosvener & Ketchunr' o[
"'f,f. ri'.Urrl' purchased theirl\eit'ark, N' ]' It rvas- brought up

. f;oi- ii"..l in Apiil, 1939. Ontv lthe lllinois yiver and landed ar

) i0 r;r;I""r, thl ,rilro.d r"as on I Quincv inthe autrmn of 1838'
' i; i;;; to .o*pt.t. dieselizarion.i 

-lt piobab6' rvas in April' 1.854'

\'\rater torvers] trtrrrtables' sand'ithat the first locomoti.ve entered

xii$'iii'.i,firxffi ffi

Or-re of the first locotlrotir cs

t0 rlrn on the'\\iahash llaih-oad

1\ es the ",\ttlltzr,tl"' al>"r t',

u'hielt ua:; tltsigrrc<l {i'r: lx'arrtv

as rvcll as rltilit\'. lt rvas pr't'btrblv

built about i.(56. ]'hc iest ki-

_-,,.ri.Il!fi

comotive to carn' the bannei ci
stlam on the \!'abash rt'as \t'
573. lt lr'as rctircd from :e:-':'t
last sulnlncr' and nort' is in i:e
Museum of TransPorutii.t, re't'
St. Louis.

Decatur. Some tir"ne ltter, it rlaslnrain-linc scn'icc ovcr the cou::t-"

;;;;;d thut a tol.. of o*tn t""lN'*ittg a ferv *ould inc]ure =e
::*:' .*.-,;h il;"f;''-,1t ""inlogul'" 

consolidation' !:;:p:d'
;;;# il";;"";; three trackslNlaitodon' ..Columbia' Atlzrnc-

located here. I 
Prairie' Pacific', N'likado and oth=

'"'n.*."it*ttv 
named locomotives I 

rvjth, numerical designarior* s-::'

nrarched through the steam era asltered through the drt.st)' ra'-=
the railroads over the countrv con-lbooks'

ir"*i'fi.;t *t"*rrr. I "ProbaLlv the reasor' \'r :-i-r
'"R;ll;;;'Trn, .t;ll ralk oF theltht'm'" one vetr'rjr! \\;i"L -:=Hallroad tans stlrl !dtN ur

trt;"rli. naa ,,[ ,,.,,,'.' lrrcutrt"lir r s' crpl ri.'re 'l' , .-.

arr,l lltr:rr" trct'c altt,rtt ('O trst'rl (rrl :'t tir'': -

,: : : -
\/12- ,A ,

--4--'- -

ffi

$ffi :i$::''ti-nt;li::':ii:i wffi

TE|IEEIE"

ffiTrHIIn-l-T'l,, 1 Qir {r-i
i .. -. ilS.iisir=\.



j-:a-.:,e :.: :: -il:-. i. t<-i trr i...:
:.:e :::.:0a.1 afl'r,,Iant.';"

Charles W. Gallagher,.BSsirman
of the Deeatur Lodge of thi Broth-
erhood of Locomotive Enginemen
and Firemen, backed ltorev.

Oiher interested groups also
spoke, all !n favor of keeping the
train5 running. One man car:"le
from Taylorvilie to talk because
he said the mayor there merely
"shrugged his slioulders" at op-
posing the removals. 

]

llorey and Gallaghm holh
chalged that the ICC examiner, l

Frank .r. Dick, folmed a prema-
ture opinion.

IIolcy char.ged Dick told a
group duling the first dav oJ the
hearing that the \4,'abaih rvas
Iosing $1,000 a day on the trains.
Gallagher agreed" although his
velsion was that the staicntent
was made the second dav of the
healing.

Both lIorey and Gailagher cited
increased mail and passcngerl
fare rates given the Wabash sincel
the healing. Ono is a 13 per centl
lrike irr m:ril :rrrrl tlrc othor. is al
5 per ceut fare incr.case.

Case "Prejudged'
ftdorey felt Dick ,.preiuriged,'

thr casc arr<l lre tokl the (torurt:il
he thought a "different attiturle"
would prevail if the matter came
before the federal reguiatory body.

Gallagher cited {igures vrhich he
rajd showed that the passenger
capncily uns frrli $0 per cent of
the time in tl.:e ycar.5 from I957
through 1959.

Gallagher charged the railroad
is trying to di-scourage passenger
patlonage so trains can be re-
mot'eri

He said this is the ',Iirst steo',
in removing all passenger serr,ice
except one train dally to Chicago
and one to Detroit.

A letter fi.om the \Iabash pres-
ident akrut the futur.e of pas-
senger service displeased S,Iorey
and Colburn.

In it, Pelver said he corilC not
give nssuranr:r: lhout frrturc scrv-
ice and that if trains losc mr;nev
they must be riiscontinued.

Ilorey said he tlid not rvant to
jeopardize the bond between the
city and the Wabash, but he told
the Councll that failure to exhaust
all legal rerredies rvould mean
we are showing a weak attitude.,,



(oumeil *rders Aetion

SeeEtemg &o KeeP Two

Night Treems Rummimg

- '- i.:',' Council last night in'

, -l-. . i :ts legal dePartrnent to

- -. .-:ton -*.ilitlg t'o prcvcnt the

'J .-r-., Ralh'oad [rorn discontinu'

=.. =o midnight Passenger trains'

i:.e Waliash has reeelveil Per'

**r" t,"* the Iliinois Conr'

merce Cotnmissiotr l'o remove

irri*. ,ri and 118 this weekend'-'g* 
ut the rneeting last r,igirt' a

corn.rl memi:er and a sPokesmar

;.'T"';ii;;;-- u'oit,u'i'ooa rott
:;;.d that the hearing olficer

;;;-fi;Icc was biased and un'

fair. i

FeelinEs also were oxPressedl

that the-Wabash feels "passenger 
1

service is doomed" and that.Inel

road plans to virtually disconttnuel

oatt"ng.t service to Decatur' 
I

Councilman llarold A' Po8ue1

sias the onlY member who voteo i

xfr*''i;;;-;;ii"" io hart the!

train removals' i

Coutrcilman Wultor T' WftiuY'l

who was the attorneY for oblec'i

tors to the train abandonm9nts.oc; 
I

fore the ICC, led the actton tasrl

night, I"'"*"r"t 
argued ihat the trains' 

I

shich tiavefbetween St' ryY'1"lol
ii,i."go, should be t"gul:t"d 

-?Il
tne rnieittate Commerce Commts'i

J;:';-;;"al agencY' :n9 -*tl
the state commerce commtssion' 

I

Irlorev said the law gives thel

fiural-agency qytttlflv ovel' -"anl
ooeration-or a iine'" He said hel

af itr- u""* how it would aPPIY

Ii.r" rr*""-a down to individual

;;.;J he felt it was worth

eq:iori:rg'

Swift Action Urged- g. *e"d acllg;wiltlY-this
.*! r P"*tIe @.suggested
;:;;;* QeunsEl*-3ywn sI'

i"-*- -"t a r-eslrai+ing order

i;;-" iJ*a court' lterris' who

;;- bad time to research the'

-i-+ .roi*'tad no*coEment on:

-t a-.J;t5€Ea -'i
-..-ffinslF&ked bv

c.--;"=--e ]I' Colburo wbo

- :=_*. E."T f=q*

r-
\--.l



City- \f itrl Protest
ItishtTrain fiut

!:Lr :i.a.-.a .. I - ,_

'.... . . .., i ..,e r.:..
:.: il t - .: ::te ,.ei,t-ice Ctrt het.e .:. : . ..:, '
i'..,..:.

I . 'o:,' 1ri1r { 11r l. litst nj_..:
'.r::ir Councilnran Eliis B. Ar.nirlrl
voiing against the plotest.

iloirncilmen Robert trV. Itopetz
Ar)'l ![-1'olrl .\. Po;gtrl ri,r,1.,, 1f,51.y11

\,1 tirr. l;r:,1 nt(,r.lin:, o[ llr,, r,r,rrrr I(rl ;]lr ilttc,nlrt u'as ltrtrdc hv loc:rli
r':,ilr,,lrrl rrni,rrr nten t,, All lllo
corrnlil trl..toic0 a pr oiest.

.\t llrlrl Jilre it hrolion bv (irLrrr.
ctlrit;rtt \i:. llos5 I.191,1 ciie6 Ioy
!;rll.: ol { s('('r)t)(1.

Railroad Sers

Councilnran 1l-all.er T. llorey
said he felt.Arnold uas prejudgini
lhe case, ti.lrich tr.ould he r.esolvecl
bjr' thE commissions. llorey said
he felt ,he city should prorest the
loss o[ servicn, hoirer-r,.

{D*' s:ri;]rl.i*:1.:T., ; :,\r*n. of ('rmrnelce .on,*i .l'
1n-',4,4 r 

7! 
) ,'6 o

t 
1 

-t:-u-z/- L)'
,'2ar,Lt-h- 2a, /q dc

il t-,-'tJ t=-

L

Too Bed, But Thsf "s tLe Tra-e in Fcsserirser servrce
Tilll f;,r] .." ,

{'iiv ('otrni il io it:-.,..-.
tJIt' 1rl3p. oi tlro \,. i .. . ..
to di.icontinr:e:r,.... -r

stop in Decatrrr in ti:e r. r .. i. : - ' : '^.

rerirrr.lirrrt irr jic,.:r.rtr s f.,1c.,.- . 'i:ora il snr.r,ir'c.
l lre ('ourrcil's aclion rr.:. .,. , 

t. :
ceptance*,ithr.cgrct.srrleil..of a:r '^ l -, _- - .. '- : :- '- . - -, :.,r
econornic fact of lifr., an unir;ri- ,,. : . '_ - ' 

, - :l)), ia(.t. -. 'r"-'s
I:iven lhou;ih the;e mrr' t. 

t 
. -; - I - r: i

quii;biingovertheraiIioacsi-..':.:>r-.
bot'l;kecping methods arc rie :- __ . .,, =r. " - : 

",_. 

t.-- -' 3...-t
posting of revenues and exo"n*." ageicy galts su[! F€:;rEs rr- u-::' i:e [:3:: [rairs proridedposting or.Iu.nu.r 

"na 
;;;r.;-= agellc:r g:a-rts suu e":+ t=- b:i' i:e r-:3:: trairs prorided

it is perfectly clear to ;;;;;; Iess pio:es=3 ca=I-'-:':es 41 Per'e=Se: sel".ice at ihe uausual,
who rides, oi reads, ihr;-r;; or-ganlza:;ors g:pm a .6(fo. elnerEelre:-' hours. Ii ihe treins

1n$,more..neoRIu *r,o'on.uir"i,".f continur"ce of-tilcsarqle. <\ 3:, *:,:t^t,:::.d'_the _Deeatur

:;o,H,H',.'.ffi siis"*:;i,*i[ "# lh:i ";:*ffir,*', ffi "*::t il:'L#ffi ,",","*:;of transportation, s'oyn.-oi'ii!* ontv forrnil protest,
IIy, some go by bus and many. u'eek in the City Cour

l^-+ ,*.5rrrrslrrr rur rrailsport ot mall
ifj' !l,rt now arrives here by rail inflv, some go uy ,nrs 

-rni-;;;;: 
u'..k in ttre ci[' 6o*.14:o!.d;: ll]it now arrives here bv rail in

mor.u mo.e a.ive [,*i.'iuln"ri] "a, macie b.v ;.;;;;;iir;";i th:earry morning hours.
tomobiles, or lide witli filil;.''" t'ailroacl 

"",proy.l, bir."riirrr# Rrrt lhe orrl.v rrav lo rclain any
. It is true that when weather the trvo traini s.ould -.rn. oT ::lu]tt, partteularly a marginal

drounds thc nt,,oo 
_;..;^;.^_ 

corrrsp. fho l"._fi_^. ;.:;-!_:- service, is to make use of it so



\\-a fl
C'Lhasta St*ck

/
t
E/

Lease ?+EC

=r carne alter plans were

\-eaa"'s E€igBa as

of $5 a share on N&W eommon

stock\
After\r vears. the lease rvill

b" ,n 
"fr'ofu,t 

eqrtal {o the annttal
,,r,;,le1,l$-n'ii- tirc 6i, n00 .l;.,1 ' . ol

I r''r( 
i - 

" '" '' * ' 
t 

,''' ."

..lltnlthe\.'-a1,e.,lr1,.,lc...'l$r.,j".ii1:...i.:.*..,..'"...:.i'''-l1
stock and 99 per ccnt of Wa- 

I

i'rriertheleasewiththeNor- i [ ,,.' ,:!', n:i: ii i . i

i: .; & \restern Railroad, the N&\v , $ \ - i' i' ..' 1 '
'.r.1 p,ry a net anttual ,unt"t nl ; i i

S...:.,.oOn ft-rr lhe iirst six rears I frR.
'l , "p lqtse 1\ illt ln inct'o:r:n g

.... ri. r.1.,,..1, i,. ^r,,,,." I F.

li.<1:r s

fr.rrl on;rnr',li'.iqlq';11ir i11 ilr'r'ss i frH

,i). f {ti.i
'i ]

:l

llff':':*,,{i.l':;:i:*"""::'_"' 1 Fro-'*"',*'-"'*'-' - -- ' ' .l
Tfistgtt exchange rvou-ld be I Eeri' Ed EnE* p::--!

ffii*"F:"1..,'11#lli,'3:1 1".':,*'LI;::'?:il,';lHT,"? ffi'il::H;"-,.j;=:; rj-!:._TT** board mee:irg

iailroad officials said. I

the z,48lnile Wabash has a;
main Iine fitfning finm Buffalo toi

Kansas Cit!. serving.Chicago, St.l
Louis, Decatur, Omaha and Desl

llloines. I

The Nickcl Plate (New York.l
Chicago & St. l,ouis), the thirdl
railroad in the proposed merger'l
has a main line running from Buf- 

I

falo to Cleveland, Peoria and St. 
I

Louis with stops in Indianapolis, I

Pittsburg and Wheeling. 
I

The Norfolk & Western oPcl'atesl
from Norfolk and the Vu'ginia 

I

eoal fields to Cincinnati and Co-

tumbus. 
I

North, South of Decatur I

The Nickel Plate runs north of|
Decatur through Bloomington andi

-.cu:h of Decatur through Neoga 
I

a:d ]Iode. l

Tie lease arrangemcnt with the
\i,:tok & Ilestern includes a 1l
T-aaash subsidiaries except the

-tr -lrbcr Railroad and the Wa-
t.i:l stock interest in the Lehigh
1-:-:q Railmad and the Detroit,
T:ileco & Iror-ton Railroad.

!,:*i:'t T. Saunders, president of
-us ],*fr sa;d at the end of slx
j'*:rgr=. .;e 5&1T rould have option
tn rlJrar:€ ffi.0!0 shares of com-
:n"nq ly "--€ 

=:":"i!E 
siares of \\a-

Decatur ll-ould Gain

-

/ I;yJ::-*.1l:, H:: :j#g,ml
Jmer8er{ease 

plans inrol,,-ing t b e rion. 
I feinsylvania. 

:

lWabash Railroad u'ili not a.ffect He said the merger-lerr" *-l Under the proposal the l4abash;
Decatui adversely." Hermal H.' ra-oJement would create " "u.rylwi[ be leased for 50 1,ears tt'it.
Pevler. Wabash president said's!!!.railroad in terms of re-lN&W with an option to buy alter
Iast night. ; 

sa0ffi and earning power-prob-l six years and anytime after.
"on the contrary.,' he said.l 

ably QE tops in the country." 
| _ 

undq this transaction. the
"Decatur should be benefited rr.- 

-Pei]g.-*srid 
plans now wouldil'ennsylvania. tlhich outrs g: :"-

themove." "'i*t-Eiii;-ilr. ,rr.Lr". J;;;;icent of wabash .o*n,on .,,..1.,
per,ler was a suest ^t ^ dt-lthlough...Decatur and-shoufa in-ll9^,ll_{ exchange stock *i:: :.-e

"Decatur should be'U.n.ii.j-i,li-P-ei']g.**saia plans now wouldlPennsylvania. rllrich o\\'ns Er:"-
themove." "'i*t-Eiii;-ilr. ,rr.Lr". J;;;;icent of wabash .o*n,on .,,..1.,

per,ler was a guest ut , rnd.] thlough"Decatur and-shouta ir-f f,.;!,! exchange stock *i:: :.-e

, 
ing of the board oJ directors oi fi.'lf"aff gg,il.ight service by mak-l "lt' ,'Decatur Assn. of cr.*".." "'T'"i ing aia]lablEgreater,'.rori.., ofj, Pevler told {l:e grou'r :j c: :-..

:; ,1 , equipm(frq manpower and track. lheadquarters of t;te \3.i' a:e -
,li:,,!'''Jifif 1"$[,;":'".:. 

tt' 
1 

-ilJi.I!ilil;i;il 
..,a; ;iil; 

J *?":*" vu uu,, u, .,i , -' ' i

ern Rairway ancr the 
^,;-$;Tii:f :fJ;,lX^ffi,t 

lf 
;*.,:;t'*ilr"ll'lil'illl,o::l. ., 

'r ,

{\ew York' chicago anri 
-st. | .i,rle*'rJ;ill-rr. j ,ncie. rhe nrersi:. r..: .

ils'^;l1J,l1l'ilH:i*'"'i;;i;i;;;il;;ffii ] a
'l'hs.plan has atreacty l,*un 

"p.J 
-,j,:11'::i1.,1: lvahash rvill con-]

proved b;z president tinue to exist as a colporation ifiproved tlj/ presidents of the rail-i.',""': '" u-\'rL its a colporatlon ll
Ioads involved antl is exuectcd roithe lease ls appt'oved but he didS CrUOt,tCd to'"'' '1,,-. ri dPPr(,\uu out no Ol(l

rp r,,,",.,,,,- not krrorr. rlhether lhe \\.abarhhc srihmjt:ed to the ltter siiite
Commerce Co.,ri.-.ion-"i;''i;.. niune uoukl lemain on the car.s.

T|e raih'oad created bv thethan two months.

commission, as wetl as ,tock-ln:ic:::g ITI_"*Tq oj tlu_$-i
bash u.ould have a toltal of 7

) tq6o

i

I

i,

I

I
l



bash Envoh,ed fsa &Eerfffi
4p
-Ff Norff*Ek & Byes6ersa Bqrith

-.1- - _..) --

/rtu..lr ltE

t'1ers c'e::: a:+:..::le
th.e- lTirjdie \it.., r- j .i.,-.u",

hlickeE ffBate; ?o Be $,eased
New Railway

I{et Coyers

7,4{}{} i?tites
By Lawrenc6 J. peteu

, Of The Review Staff.
Wabash Railroad will be inelud.

ed in a merger of the Norfolk &
Western naitway and the Nickel
Plate Railroad, it was announced
today.

Directors of the three railmads
said agreement has been reaehed
on ,..*u.qgr proposal which wuuld
:T It " 

Wabash leasd by the tr-or.
.loLk & Il-estern for i0 years Fith,al_optiot to buy afler sis yea_.

, 
Jt:". lL Symes. cH-=r cf

'-:e p6-1.r1.r-.r: Fg: S Eryes-
!:E:aEE; d t:e \ie{d fke, ad
===. =. F=-=, preite c=
-_ r:1-<_ =r= t F1E-rra1=I.--rks a ere6 ery A#aa iErc *r s3lril Elc ro
$eg.1e ::e ral:lai *mry;u
btrsfo:rtgEs.*

, r,,,

with annr: .rI rererues of absut Sm
million dolldis based on $S9 re.
sults.

In addition {n lhe \Vabash le;rs.
irrg, the Nortblk & Western wijl
pay 27 million dollars cash for
the Sandusky line of the pennsyl.
vania Railroad, a lll-mile link in

,'OIrio lhat rvou!d bc u."ctl to eon-
1]nect the Norfol-k & IVestern with

l: :::: :Y-: C

.i.,

.t':'

a
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MoherlyHospital
F''aciBities EHere

gloup intelestecl iri establishiirg
a uulsing horne, tlrr board said.

llhe Tolley firr:r is
hired to continue its study of the
hospital operations ir': an effort to
implove office pr.o.ceJures and
Irclp the iustitutian return ,to a
bcll cl financiitl sl.etus.

'Ihe \tr'abash systern also has a

hospital in Peru, Ind. Feehan said'
torlay that that hospital rvouid rc"
nrain in opr:ratirin.

I"cchan said hi-c lirm will r.ecom.
mend an adnrinistrator {or tlre Dc.
caiur hospital sometinre u,ithin r.he

nc::r 30 dar s.

Tire ltospitai ]ras been rvithoLtl 
I

a l)clllflncrl adtrinisllatol sinre,
lr r. t ctilcrrrt'rr{ \n\'. I2 of \\ lltrr.'
F.. Coilirrq,s, v Iro rr.fls supelin-l
lcnrlcnt at the hoslrilal sincc l9:tl. i

'J'he Tollev firm is handing a,l. j

ntiuislt'ation ol tho f)ccatur. hnspi-l
tal untii an apr;oiutment is made
hy the board ol managers of tire
hospital association.

/)oc, ' /dt /qed

,.

, u, t ':,''

.a:

I

C



I$rahash 6o H,efumfiHd SS# Cmrs;
&*,* Plams 6o Spesad $9.5 &$BBB6osa

On AddAes#EBaE ffi*EBasag $6*aBq

tV+rk Begins

[n ilecatur

$n ]larch I
B.stm Serek

Of the Reri€E SiaS
Sabarh n&lkcad anru-td lo-

dq'eat tbe ret'r&iin,e c( 310 ge&,
€ral Eer€barrEse irei$d cas
reH bqlio Uarch r, iD tbe IIF
cer cA, ciyls.

president, said this morning that
the car rebuilding might result in
an emplolrnent increase of about

40 or 50 employes*]'o
Plirnalily, horver,h'Pevlcr. sa id,

tlte woll< u,ill resrrll {rr {he s{rbil.
izin g of prcn{+rr rp\}nrcut.

He said ttrlS\prtir line with
Wabash's p{ticy -Uf.-stabilizing
u,ork throughtut the{fbag.

Pevler estimated t\5:. rcbuildiug
project would cost aiffut gi mil-
lion. )

In recent months Wabash has
been expanding repair. facilities in
Decatur.

lJre new equipnrcnt purch:rse
inciudes:

.i,

,I:.

O
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WobcshConnonbcllonSt'LouisBridge-August28''1898'
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WABASH CANNONJBALL'
by Jomes l{- Dedmon
.frcr: !h€ Eares oJ ug

-=:-.t: E: re i:-: F-:11:
st-,t' E--r= :i€ t**-s:,= j
':€ s[,i,;; '":tE ;c;si,i C'ric-
JL.+

Els lcrrl: ;rq 8e.['
:e,;: lrlr :hE Ert]Fryrtrc"l ';f
Ger:rge M::m" ::!GL ;rc Ec
:E EE g:,tos Ecr-liMH'r uccg
rt:E *r.*$F:. Cmrds,Ii lS fcr
tLe ;ofu rt.et te sgetral!' f iif-
irg Dqtc&.Eo;aE is lor t&e s&14r.
It is a mYtbtcal traio tl,a!, r-ss
everlrherer asd tLe h:ll:'d
about it coosists largBlt of stBtr-
zas enumerathg lts stoF.b

To the PeoPle o, Deeahirr, it
wtll soon fade bto t[e mYtbl-
cal category as thbwabash CaD-
nonbau makes lts last run oo
Aprll.30th.

From Clyde M. Betts, tnatra-
ger of the Elks Club, who lives
at ?23 lz2W.WIUiamst"r comes
an lnterestlng artiele from the
Feb. 194? Railroad ,Magazlne

giving a brief htstorY of vrhat
$e know here ln Decatur as tlte

wabash eannonball. It seems

tjlat in a Wabash folder dated

Aprll, 1884; t}ere was a traln
operatlng behreen CNcago and

Kansas CltY vla Peorla, Jack'
sonvllle, Hannibal and Moberly,
deslgnated No. I westbound and

No. 6 eastbound. T'his left
Chicago at 12::10 P.m. and ar-
rived at K. C. at 9 a"m. trt is

listed as 'rsmoklng carrelegant

" coaches, recllnlngchaircar and

Pullman Pa1ace Sleeping Car.''
In'JulY 1885, these same

schetlules. are .ltsted vrlth the

expression ri Cannonball
Train " used tor the firsttime'

Some oldtimers saY that there

lvas a train oPerating betlveen

Omaha and St. Louis known as

the Cannonball.
'fhe QuincY & 'I'oiedo Itaiirrlad

was consoli.r.lated lvith the llii-
nois &Southern Iowa ori JulY

1, i865 ttiitler ti-ie new lldme

oI 'l'oleilo, !1 irhash & ll este t n'
In iB??, a nev conipany was

nameci as the lVabash ftaik'oad
Lo. Uue to lhe constilnt nler-
gers oI rtilroatis, tl'renalnewa-s

:gain changed in lB79 to the

\1 abash, St. Louis & Paeific
Railroad rintier a new organi-
zational move. In MaY , 1889, 

.

there vas a:-rother change and

this Produced the \i abash Rail-
ro r.l.

_:.-'.
:

l-

-: .-i -: :- i 
" 

-:

.__.:-.---=..
'--- -i: i-- --'

-::-:--. -=.:: :
'*n ' --.----:
----' : -- E.-

\\'h-iie ',1:e s:i.= *:s :: ':: i
menric; re C:.::;5::: ii;'-'s
Cili as Lh. Ca:;.c:.:;-, :- i:J-
lier timetaoie ll--a! Cli:e :::=
has, <iat.eC Jiine i6, !!i'ir:"*:'J
no mentlon ol the C-.lci'c:;
name, merel) callL''5 lt t)-';
..new Wabash short line", :ni
descrlbing how the cars cculd

be. Put on the Chicago run at

Ivloberly, and contlnuing on tc
Dallasr Fort Worth and San

Antoale.
Even though the tra-itt norv

known as the lVebash Cennon-

ball may fade into historv, the

ballad wlll live on. "w*r'rbash
Cannonbali" has been a favor'
ite of eountrY singers lor Yeers'

?f)t t^n^rrrAA

So regardless of rhat be-
comes of tire actual tt'rin E
lt plows 'rthrou$l the wood-
land and comes creeplng on tIe
shore", much like the mYthical
Fly'ing Dutchman, the ballad of'
the 'AVabash Cannonball" ls
likely to go on forever.

e

e



. fls tcars passcd, the cost of lo-"
corrotites rose shaiply:, Tliid ci.ne,r:

:
was builr by the Schenectadv Di-
iiision ,of the American Loiomo-

rt'- 1918 at a cost operated'about 25 of these freighr
\\'abash once engines-

th,s briqht blue all roller bcar-.
i:3 ir::rnotive assembled in the

Decatur Wabash Shops r'r,as put
into passenger service in 1943. It

s+ii: iiial1al:F;+,-
.iiifi .:.
ffii141;Ili: 

-

\,i/as capable of pulling heavy pas- uP to 100 miles per hour.
sdnler or freight ioads at e speed , ,r .
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81 Earl }'lerkel
farrl' Coffer leans against

.:-.3 counter in his tin.v jervelrY
s-::e. and )'ou can aimost hear
::,. g€ars mesh and the balance
:r.:eels spin as he ticks off the
memorles.

"Oh. there used to l-.e lots and
lots of railroad r.ren coming in
here riith those lvatches," said
Coffer. who runs a shop tucked
away in a pomgr: of the-Nqdolk
&-_[isis rn Ra!]Iat--eo. 

-{Cpgt,
Zg0 E-Q9ltS-GoIllq-$1.

"Such watches - some of
them were reailY beautiful
pieces of machinerl'."

Coffer turned and took a

burnished gold Pccket watch
f ror.r.r a rack at his
ri'orkbench.

"Some of them were liire lhis
one.' he said, cupping it care-
:ulir'. The ri'aich is clean and
::e',',i-looking. f or all its
"e a rs.' 

C':ffer's f ingers traced a
:ar,:tac i,'sign on the case.
''l:-.:::'. --:.€ ieli'els. and iever-
:a: a: :".:. "If tlte ownetr
.:r::::, . :e could seil this for

.. .:.:, .i_ _.:. I.d pay him that

.. sees Pctl..ei
: - :.: s . b',lt not aS

= iid. For the
. . :.:e bec,:n-iirrg a

L. ^+ -*..- lL\lrri\
, ,- .. ,.t r:gn men,
_ :: :, ',-]::d the

. '-' .:-.::S had

"The rail companies used to
issue lhe i'equlrements, and the
rnen would get rvatches that
met them." Coffer said.

"It got sc complicateci ihat
the railroads ertded uP iust
listins the brand names and
modeis that had all tlre teaiut cs

the llatch needeci."
He tw'isted cff the pocket

watch's bezel ring and touched
a small iever built into i.he

CASE,

"One requirement was ihat it
he lever-set," Coffer saiC.

"Thar means you ltave io Pu1l
o,"it this little lever in order to
set ths time. If ii u I. n t l,ll?re.
you hno.,,,'. pttll.ng it ,riri cf a

pocket ali tlte time t.i.tl-:.li itilil
th., stenr rro a, d tl:: :.:
\rirt.h ofr bl' 3 ':'
sec0l1ds. "

Manv rtatch co!'l::::..''
designed their toPof-lhe-ii::e
models to meet the strtr:e:.-
standards requiled cr tl;
railroads. and Pro uci l \'
marketed them as ''raliiroai
rvatches. "

Elgin, [Iamilton. \\'a]than
and others - ditferent 'brarrCs

thai ditided railroaC rten in:o
sometimes-hostile canlpS r-;f

101'aity, much like the tradi
tional "Ford-man" \'ersus

"Chevrolet-man" f e ud i n g

among auto owners.

no man v;ith a fine tirrePiece to
keep the tiains rollittg.

"I guess theY're collectors'
items.--' Coffer said, rePlacing
the watch cn the work rack'

"But there are men r',rho still
carrv them evetrY daY."

Ever,v tv.ro weeks, the men
used to come to Coffer to have
their watches checked and
Iesel.

'The men still conre in."
Coffer laughed, "but mostl-v* it's
to buy something on dedu:tion
orclers - thei' -<igt-l a fot'l-tl ard
tl:e railroad takes the cosi out

of their checks in ii:stail'
ments. "

3ui itt ir:tlii chesi: . :larl':'"'
,l:a...t. a'..'i: . -i- '

,'.. :.:
i: s:-- a ',raier-tiln olal of

s :ss. sc celicate that it seems

the sli3htest tor:ch cotlld cause

it to shait€l'.
"Ther''c, be hard to come bY

if i'ou had to bul' them," he

,aid. "hut most of these have
been here for Years.

".4. lot of thhgs have chang-

ed." he smileC. almost wist-
r fullv. "A1l the old watch eom-

o^ni*t are out of business norv'
' i guurs it's kind of sad."

Times iheffi$e f*r-5m,gpigees,

JeweEer in h4&W ffipmf,t# sffss"*'ii;

But times change, even for
tirne pieces and one bY one the
companies pas-aed awaY with
the onset of mechanizeC
railroad systems that neetled

-:- .1.: 11i rraq



LruA r L.lrt nLil F"LIJ

S'iqff Phoio bY Herb'slodounik

Memories and ,Railroad walches' bofh lick for Harry co tfer in hir lewelry store
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i - rft'llAf OF TIIE SOUNpS tha'r we heat in
I t\e. night? NCt, jltt those oI neighborhooC
'drsturbance; the.iove.song of the.alley cat
J or the lonesome. whiire ir! some b<;y's nerr'.
pet iied in a strange snd to him unknos.n
garage because, . 

r'hei makes so rnuch troise
.$'hen we keep him in the house ihat we can-

- Not th'i:'i partinS :-toot of some. departing
Iover; not the whirr of cars passin; and re-
passing Ab, ry1'6s:' go''to .and frcm their place:
ol.ler,nployInerlti -noi-the slow tour. tour time
of the milliman's |rorse.. All these sounds have g Iocal sigrrificance
and af,e understood in their snraller settint.:,
but'thefe, gre soqnd!'which are iity *'!de in
th€..T r,ne1tt,ilF .lI 

d 
'f 
p tlelr express ii'er: e ss.

FIRST THERE are tbe whistles ol tle
U:ains; so olten .there are a number ct then
at ttre. same time. Tliey are sweet music

' io,mort'ieopld th"n tHey'aisturu.
ii --.Some there are who know by the sounds
:.of those whistles'thi. v"ry crervs that are in
actioli. Son-ri lneChanic knows that iust the
l'.u-n'ol a thread,lup or down, will make the
,whistles : a liltlg: mo.re, meloilious. . .

f'u-tq- ?,

Absut Totl'n 
- 
i7 lf

THE NOBII-ITY of laborllin a roundhouse
is the same as such'nobility anyivhere €1se.

From our survey of the iocomotive shotrs 
"r'e

\rcnt to the roundhouse. The first rnan rve

met u'as Paul Messmore, 245 Sotlth Cr€a
stleet. assistant roundhouse foremen. To

hin-l v'e expressed orrr desire to learn jlisi
uhat a roundhouse was all about, it it q.'rld
be done u'ithout illterruptlng ihe Ir.i.n set ' '' t

He introduced us to A, C, Ct a'.vLei:, tr,e

Scneral foreman and lo Eerl WilltFnis:r':
rcundhouse foreme6. Amoag them thEy

agreed that Paul wBq stuek rlith uE alldagreed that Paul wBs stuek lrith uE all9
mlshi as well stick 1p tftp Joh el showin8 u!
areunci.

The roundhouse ia a placg'g'here engine8

con:e in Ior a general grooming while another
one takes their place iust the 6ame as the
pisneers used to change horses il't the de)'s af
the stage coach. The rggndhouse js so large
thFt we seemed !q be going Ftrajght ahead

I 5u1 6g1ore rve knerv i1 ('e carne right baek
10 the Banner BIue efrgine 

"there 
he had

I r.:dt. first'ltheir sounds comq !o us trom
i well out intq the country.., warning the late
1:and, slqgpy dliver'. 'along the; country'i ,un-.
jiraveCll roads. :'Thenithey seem to come io- :

; gettrer as if for a. mnference withiri the. very
! heart of t-he city. , . . :

sr€ rt€d,

TO t:S, thc* boyr were reql honesl-to
Ioodnefr tqgine€rs, but s,hee we expresggd
tqG aartimert tbat they could take an qngine
out oa tleload andrun it Paul said, "Yes wb
csdd nrn it, but ihat raould be abbut ali there
rould br to iL It takes a real engineer to
orrLt the time and get el{icient resulti on the
rped"

At thL point a '3@' came ir for inspec,
tioa md gtooming. We saw it turned on the
turnt^ablc and then run into its stall by the
Elan who hrd turned. it. We would have liked
1o have gone around again aad again, !.here
wat ro much to see. We had been to a rrVorld's
lah of our own right here in Dpcatur.

.- :.-

.!H&E&-"IOoES, .and,p!E is backinE un.

:lTEilIow, ,hdalnl chug ol the'.Eu€:xiy-E;n:'
EI1pCI9&;" tell ol a s_fine oI peilEps-i r.:--
C':ed cars,or more. lflith a parting rii.a:D::;

i they are.ioff again'into.the night h:;::g
i spokgn a, Ianguage which-'her, been rnea--

i"tTq 
Fv',:u4":1" i 9i"o block ia tbe citr-

r A. SIRE$ is calling tor-a clear road ale=a
; 
just that anfl.nothing more to the driver. AIi

loveJ,the qity lighb beg1tr to go on in the rci-
, dence .districts. _ Fathers aDd Eothex_ a5Cigrand.fathets and g.*a-ndootbers s:ep sJ:lI
frorn...iom to. room to see th=-t th,xe '}'ali loye are ia and quieuy sleep-rcg

i What lhey qn4 Fria5t 1 realirg d jq ce
:u'ofry Which crill never be teora lry &c-
' the"w lgyr. _urltil they too ts fr edt-eD.ld r_i

I the-.honoi.ot pafertLood-

i ri..A'ltrLggK ol -wild te€se erF, aqraaily
qnly. in ansPe! tc so=: d:rectis Ace, -i.--
leadep. . Tp heaCs r€sting ugx EIc-: Iled
vrith 19315s.t !r,cp lonq€r no.=-=rcl.s :f .te
air, therg coues. tte .tho"*rE -F;c:e; s a-,i
far behind-? L C. T.

-x-ra1jea-=ir: t :,

C
qiL. t >,

/q31
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N&W Depot Visit Recalled'Good Ole Days'
To the Edjior: ours t'ith the four big Union I Banner Blue. Blue Bird. Can'

To those ri us r'h. uere at Pacilic diesels and a huudred I non Ball. Citv of St. l,ouis to

the \&\\' depot. the 
--.ioici 

or so. caIS n'ith ail kinds of natne , is\ir; N0. 2 to Detroit
nostir:gia..,a-. u,lith us tne tetieil nrerchandise. mostly new : from St. Louis. in here each

par-r ri tasr Sarurciai-. \oil rr automobjles^. hgade!. .1l.tl evetting.,around,9: 11,!t]:_i.]i::par-t .i tast Satuiciil-. \'oil tr automobiles ^. headed rvest evetting ai'ound 9. at Chl'isim;,s

b,i: :1rst let s gir.e o g...t Uii :or Kansas Citl' then the West time, u''ith a full mail car. tht'ee

rha:.,; i.ou ro 
"the \ir.lolk i r.onrt. had something . to talk baggage, three 0r more

\1'es:e::t Rail*'a' for tltetr ef- about. Ever wonder tlhat that coaches. t"vo sleepers- dinit:g

fir:,. i,.., make this cne ciar- a one traln $'as s'orth? Yes. you ! car. etc. rvith one of thc'se l-rig

r.re5-,,r1al one for tlr,:s. ]iiani have got to see things tike ihat i blue 700 locomoti''es on the

chijclr=tr ri.ho had tleir iiis't first hand to realize the impor- head end. uhat a train. \\'h.i'r :,

train r,de. to sai,.nothlng of ihe tance of the .railroads to this piece. of t.nachinelt that '-,:
a6ulis n'ho q'ere lust ,i itr.itt- ctiuntrl'. a1{ lhe econom:' as a practica)1"' ruilt ::lit i:': rl

e; rr:r.,rrrli.- ,-,.,,.oti in 
',,u,i. 

rthole in r.il kinds o!' rtt:itther. 11,,- ',,i t" . ., : 1 i.
e11. ,r:i.ltrrlil]3 trtr.se]i to ,rilce r|hole iIi r.il kinds o!' rtr:rlther. 1],i ",i 

-- '

: !:r:. irr,,:rtri ;i tlain lri the .1.1 litr,st 1,i 115 lrll,rsr, ,:ir,.< li' 'l' '
I)i r i':;t ,1..'r;i. \'eS iL r,, aS :r \toi-li \f:ts ,l iilt il:r. :. ,t ,

- 
.: , 1,. :i,t irll i,. hrr ir;rt li, Lr.,',Lrll,l' r, , . ]l..;:r..

"i' 
irlsi il,rt11 111;1' 'l ; ,,', i, .- ,_.:. ,. ,.-,lrrj,'1:ll'

. ll . : -,:il) ;;l:.i ,li[
: '1 '' '' ' i

nL,I


