
Reglster of 01d BulldingP
Macon County Hlstorleal Coord-lnatlng Councll

$!@: 308 Best Main.

Date of orisiaal constructlon: 1888.

Name of qrlsinal orrnerr' *'(1'r:::l:r 
of Llnn & serusss

Department Store)

Historyr
1888 - Built bY H. 11. Llnn,
lg22 - Dawson and l{ikoff purehased' the house from

Mrs. l{. A. DeForest, d.aughter of Id. H. Linn'
for a funeral home.

7928 - Decatur lloman's Club.

l9ZZ - pteture,

kesent ownerrs name!

courtesy of H. LSmn Bohom.

Decatur IConanrs C1ub.
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The I, H. Llnn Resldeace
The Splendid Resldence l{hlch The }lerchant 11111 Oecupy Tod.ay

F?oa the Decatur I'lornlng Herald. of June, 188t

H. H. tlnn ad. fanlfy rilI occupy thelr ner brlck resld.ence on Sest l{aln
Street today, The great house 1s at last conpleted, furnlshed ln every detal1 and
ready for the oceupants. It ls remarkable ln lts archltecture, ln lts flnlsh tlrough-
out, ln lts ornaaentatlon, and lts conpleteness 1n every d.etalI. It w1II be a source
of prlde to all the roriroen tho had a hand in lts constructlon and its finlshings,
and lt cannot fall to satlsfy !tr. Llnn and hls fanlIy,

Fron the front the great house has the appearance of a castle. The torer
at the southrest corner, the nasslve brlck and bromstone porch, the slope of the
roofs, and the uasslve veranda on the east, glve one the lnpresslon of a castle. The
house ls of red pressed brlek, lald ln red mortar, rlth brownstone trlanlngs. En-
terlng the froat, betxeen aasslve pl11ars of brornstone, yau go through the vestl-
buLe wlth lts tlLe floor, to the haIl. The front doors are of oak, handsouely carveC
and" finlshed ln antlque oak. The cathedral glass 1nne1s are very beautlful. The
6reat hal1 ls ten feet wlde. To the rlght ls the 1nrlor and behlad. tt the stalrcase
haIl. To the left ls the nornlng room, and back of It ls Mrs. tlnnts bed.chamber rlth
bathroon ln the rearr Behlnd the great stalrcase ls the large dlnlng roots. The kltch-
en, pantrles, storeroon, and the rear hall are stlll farther back. 0n the second floor
to the rest and ln front are the atrartments to be occupled. by,,l{. H. tinn, rlth bath-
roon attached. 0n the east sLd.e ls a roon for U. S. Grubbs, Over the dlnlng rooa ls
the roon for Linn Blaekstone. Baek of the rear haIl are tro good. slzed roouls to be
occupled by the tro d.onestlcs rho have been ln the fanlly for years, A stairray leads
to the tblrd floor and there ls anple spaee there for six large roons but only the
roon ln the torer has been flnished.

The great haII belor has 1ts woodrork all ln oa&, flnlshed in antlque style.
The walnscoatlng has plaln but handsome panels, and above lt to the bord.er of tbe ce1l-
lng reaches llnemsta paper tn comespondlng design and of a ltke finlsh, ?he aas-
sive front doors carved tn elegant fashton, and the eathedral glass panels are verJr
beautlful. There are two rors of oak roodxork across the celllng at Bolnts eyen rdtlr
the stalrease haII, and rhlle these are apparently for support, thelr real effect 1a
ornanentatlon ls very noterorthy, The stalrcase haI1 Iead.s out to the veraala on tbe
east and the antlque oak d.oor ls a ha^ndsone plece of rork, ?he stalrease fror the
nerell post to the top ls beautlful, There ls one Iand.lng, ?he stels are of o4k, arrl
the balustrade as a whole ls such a hand.some cornblnatlon that lt takes the eye at c[c..
The celllng has a pretty lngraln paperr rlth just enough rellef irork to glve a aost
pleaslag effect. There ls a splendld Htlton carpet on the halls ead stalrrray,

The parlor ls a nagnlficent alartment. It ls twenty-slx feet long, lhe
large clreuLar rlndor ln front has cathed.ral glass on the sldes, so that the square
luscrlbed lnslde the circle ls one heavy plate glass, It ls flanked. on elther slde
on the rest and east fronts rlth wind.ors of orrllnary size. The woodwork ls aIL cberry
rith antlque flalsh. the nanteL fra.ne ts of the sane sood. ?rro Corlnthlaa colulas
support 1t. A part of the front and the floor before the 6rate ts of Ettgllsh tlle.
A beautlful bevel plate glass nlrror ls above lt. The pper on tbe ra1ls of thls rmr
ls ha.ad yressed trEper. It ls all rellef rork. There ls a nagn5.ficent -Jl1ton carpt
rlth qulet tlnts of color on the fLoor. The celllag ls covered rlth an lngraln Fperr
rlth re1lef rork here and there, The noodrork about the wlndors and doors 1s haad-
sonely carved.
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The nornlng rooE has a cireular front rlth three rlndows, eaeb con-
talning curved. glass lnnes. The noodxork ls cherry rlth antlque flnlsh. The

sgdlag doors connectlag 1t rith t{rs. Llnnts apartnent are also of cherry. The

wood, on the nantel ls of the sale aaterlaI, the mlrror above ls bevelled plate
glas6, and the nantel belor ls 1n colon1a1 style. The floor has a coveriag of
heavy body Brussels of a neat latte:rr.

the d.inlng roor has a ).arge elevated rlndor to the north, surroud'ed
by cathed.ral glass transore, glYtag a pretty effeet. It ls a slaclous alartaent'
Tire roodrorlc ls oak xlth the saue hardsoce finlsh. The lngrain papering-of the
ral1s is so arranged and, o:raaaentated that lt glves one the lnlxesslon of flne
freseo Bork, The 11loor is covered rlth a handsose trattenn of a body BrusEels
earpet.

Si1ltan t{. Llnn's apartnents are on ti.e second floor on the trest slde
of the hall. The rooa ln front has octagonal ftnlsh and three rlndors. The rooi-
work a3d. the mantel and. slld.lng doo::s are of cherry ln antlque fLnlsh. To the
rear ls a bathroom supplled rlth an lnstantaneous heater and other convenlences.
No expense has been spred ln the d.ecoration of the ralls. $o furnlture has beea

plaeed. ln the roon, ti teing the design of Hr. Linn to leave that entlrely to
hts son's dlrectlon.

Across the ball the rool destgned for t{r. Grubbs ls flnlshed la cherrT'
rell appolnted ln every ray, provlded. vith a nantel, The carpet ls of body Bns-
se1s.

rhe roodr"#i"T11""t"'::i!3l,xi.'il": l:":*i Hr'H'il"t1ft"i"H: ;:'i'Lffi ' e
It ts large, alry, well llghted' and lnrfect ln f!.nlshln6.

The roon for Llan Blackstone ls la general style llke those on the sec-
ond. floor.

?he two rooEs for the dorestlcs are coaplete ln thelr ray, and supplled
rlth stean heatlng.

In many respects the house ls unlfornly furnlshd: -A11 
the roons are

steanheatedl the ut".*-coils all belng bronzed. ls handsone style, and sursouated
by ?ennessei narble caps. Ilth the eiceptlon of the rooas for the donestlcs, a'l'l

the apartnents have a southe::n exposure, and al} have nantel$ *nd grates ln eolonial
stylal AlL"the roors are furnlshed rith very beauttful chandelters rhlch ray be

used elther for gas or lncanileseent 1lght1ag. The gas buraers aay be ltght€d e1-
eetrlcally Uy meiely touchlng buttons some d.lstanee away. All, Lhe lneardesceni
11ghtlng irfff Ue llkertse under control fron oae statlon. One renarkable feature
of the house ls the excelleace of lts lalntlng. All of the roodnork la the I'nterlor
has a flnlsh as couplete as that re see on the flneet furnlture. A11 of the rladors
are of French plate 61ass. ?he roons are extraordlnarlly large and therc ls arple
roog everyrhere. Tbe ventll.atlon ls perfect and. the house 1s conplete ln a]I par-
tlculars,

The precedlng artlele froa a Deeatnr
Herald of June, 1889 ls lnelud.ed'
courtesy of Hrs. Graee l{:ddlesxorth. a
nember- of the Decatr:r lr'onan'sCi:rb.
June 20, 1974.
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DTCATU R W Q'\/tEEN'S CLU B

E-}AS LCNG i-i ISTQRY

CF SOCIAL ACTBVBTY

By Jomes M. Dedrncn

' Womenhave alval'sbeengreat fori:, a:r or;.:itei center b;.'
ttJolnersr" probably eYen more ;::ein:; oi ?:-1ch 3e ;:':.1' sec'iie

. so than men. I'Ian's dall-t work '-''e bes: ;ra:'uc;i i:etl"c"* ior

, throws hlm more ln contact the ;rc;"etcn ci L'"e e:uca-
: wlth other menr so women ir Ucnai, lr::-l.strial aad socl'l ln-
' the past resorted to thtngs lite terests of rornen " Thelr em'
. .tquilting beestt and usualli' biem *'as a iour leaj clover
. found some means of getung and tle club color was yellow.
I together. Tte Decatr.lr Exoup became

In th€ earlydaysofthe rapld- ci,arter r'embersoftheGeneral

lly gxowlng clty ol Decatur, lt Fe'jeratlon oi Woment5Clubstn
iwas natural that women should 1691 and ol the State Federa-
form a club, so'on lr1ay 3I, Hon ln 1835. Theydtdnotbe-

I I88?r 150 women gathered attle come lncorporated unul 1913.

"l ctrapel of the Flrst Baptlst Tne club met ln various
Church, then on the southeast places for seYeral years unttl

. corner of Water and Wiillam flnally several of the women
..i streets, to form the Decafur formed a stock company, un-

1 \Vomen's Club. These 150 wo- der ttie leadershlpolLauraWl-

i *a, beeame charter mem- koff (Pahmyer), and ereciedthe
li bers ot the club, uhlch is one bullding that ls stlll standlng at

'ol the oldest *iomen's clubs the nortbvest corner of North

r ln the state outslde ol chlcago. Park andliorthFrankllnstreets
I The DecaLur Woments Club tn 1889. Tbe club used part of

- was the outgrowih of an earUer the bulldlng and rented the ba'
1i 'sorosls Club, whlch ltseU g:ew lance to buslness concerns.
1\ 

out of the Hiilslde clubragroup Tttls vas the tlrst pullding
', of women who lived on E. El' erected by women for the use
'' dorado ln the viclnlty ol Jaek- of a women's club ln the Unlied

' son st. Staies. T-neY used the b"iid-
f,Irs. Mary Haworth, thefirst ing iror. i890 io 1909, though

presldent ol the club, is credi- the;' sold i'he bulldlng ln 1904,

ted wlih belng lts lounder. Other becius e lt became unprofitablo

ofllcers elected at that tlme to oi'erate.
were Mrs. ht.l\1.1\1. t?ancilll, In 1909, they nroved to tho

vice presldent; ilrs. James trI. 11\'cA and were there for se-
Johns , 6ecretary, and lrirs. veral years. Laterrtheymoved
Carrle Gasiman, treasurer. to the Powers Bulldlng, on tho

'Xhe motto adopted at that corner ol s. Maln and E. Maln

tlme va.s r'Truth, Justice, and 5treets. Latertheymovedagaln
Honor.,, The obJect of the to ths congregatlonal Churcll

In 1928, the club bought the
Daesorl & wlkoff FuneralHome
b,uilClng at 30E W. ltlaln St,
for $2Ir000. Ttis had beenorl-
;liiaili the home bullt bY 1'/.H.
Ll:.n, one of the founders of Linn
& Sc:-uggs, tn 1388. Das'son &
lvlkofl secured the bulldng
from l\irs. ltl.d DeForest, a
dauglter ol W.W. Llnn, son of
the founder of Llnn & Scniggs,
ln 1922.

Today , the club has thres
divlslons, Clvlc, Flne Art and

the Generai Club. Years ago

it had a number ol divisions,
such as, Art and Llteraturer'
Psalemas, Sorosls, Shakes-
peare, Chlld StudY and Musl-
cal.

Over the years the club
has sponsored many th-ings

such as educatlonal courses and

lectures, sewlng classes for
gtrls (ln the daYs when the
schools dldn't thlnk much of
sewlng as a course), and had

many. regular study meetlngs.
They have done a lot ol ci'ilc
and charltable work ln the com-
munlty. TheY took over the

selltng ol the llrst Red Cross
seals.

Today, theY glve three scho-
larshlps, one for muslcroneior i

art, and one for conservatlon i

to worthy students each Year. '

Thelr home on W. Ilatn SL
ls a rrell-preserved house of
some o! Decaturts bYgPne
granduerl The Present club
memberEhlp l8 sbout 140 ro-
mgnr
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$quares of original eolored i
glass deeorate the rTrain en-
trancer qrf the ireadegarters,
whieh iniro4uees the solid {,ak
hall area where the table with
tramp, vase end mirror are

ffi'llo)ru
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,' *lllu 3[:'i#illtf l'.i#-Td ' ' ," Tlr*^ ?-::iq woman's crub

6- w.-h. Lffi; ;reT"'d; ::-t*t-l comrorlable home to

founders of Linn s, $;uG 1t^-:J-p-t.o x i m a tJ I v lfl
co. I,n rf2i, it was puiciraEEi *3P-"t*.1!"yt Mrs' Roger B'
bv the Decatur rfo-rirrlr:. I*T, tlre president of the


