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Macon County Historical Coordinating Council

8 )

Addresss 444 South Edward
Legal description:

Assessor's Subdivision of z zart of the W 1/2 of SE 1/4 of
Sec. 15 Township 1£ N Ranze 2 Zast of 3rd PM.
20" W & ad] & W /2" of S215,8' of Lot 2
Date of original construction: L 2s<,, Assessor's office
e - 2= z house

Name of original owner: Jonn Howari Zowsrz Jack Powers) and Helen Powers
(Orizinal ownsr of house, which was converted from
the orizinzl tzrn on the 357 West Decatur property

wnich wzs owns< tv Jack Powers' father, Charles

& JWZT_o_o .
History:

l. Data from available city directori=s,
1920-1921- 444 5, ZMward not _isted,
1922-1926- J, H. Powsrs,

1927-1928-  Vzczanz,
1929~ D, 3. Shellabarger.
1930-1953- Madeline 3, Smith, author.
. 1954-1G75=- James W, and Emmy Lou Smith Moore, vice pres., Agro-Products,
A. E., Staley Mfg. Co.
1976- Peter J. Heimbold.
24 Assessor's office data.

215,8 x 6.5 (size of lot)

2 stories, wood frame, brick foundation, stucco on wood and brick veneer
hip roof, med. pitch, tile rcof

2 porches, 1 /9 basement 3 floors of pine, 4 of hardwood 1 of concrete
warm air (gas), 3 natural fireplaces

(See sketch on epposite page)

Present owner: Peter J., Heimbold.
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el P ‘Delightful Book,’
irs L o L
e Babeock Smith, AP Reviewer gﬁfs 3
t., Decatur, has By Charles Chuckrow
=4 by Atlantic-Litile, i Of The Associated Press

Boston, and will 'go
onday  at- - bookstores
ut the country, g

has been designated;

Guidepost. distributed by the

£ the Week’? in the Liter-|

|
|
{

1s

* Hline Babcock Smith (Atlantic-Little,
: i Brown; $3). L

2 Lemon Jelly Cake”
. |book,

The Lemon Jelly Cake, by Made-|

1

the

titie fool you, “The
is.a delightful

Don’t let

Associated Press, a high compliment 4o
for the author of a first novel. A . t The character who tells the story;)
review of the novel by Charles i {Helene, is the young daughter of a
Chuckrow of The Associated Press {country: doctor in Tory, Ill., about
ears elsewhere on this page. {the turn of the century. Her best
A

Pl.: frs. Smith has done considerable
writing for the magazines, mostly
verse, sketches and short  stories.
“The Lemon Jelly Cake” isher
first long work. and the first to bé
published between beards.

Mrs. Smith will be guest of
honor Monday afternoon at an auto-
graphing party from 2:30 to 5
o'clock in the book department of

-Haines & Essick Co. Lemon jelly
cake will be served and the author
will autograph copies of her novel.

Mis. Smith will go to New York
Wednesday where she will be guest
of honor at a party arranged by her
publishers. v ‘

“The Lemon Jelly Cake’ reports
the exciting events of the summer
of 1900, the first year of a wonder-
ful new century in-the village of}
Tory, Illinois, not far from Spring:
field. Most residents of Tory may
have accounted the summer of 1900
as ordinary but it was a most ex-
citing season to Helene Bradford,
11, and her closest friend, Gracie,
the minister’s daughter.~

Helene tells the story and is easily
the best character in the book. She
is the heroine of her own narrative,
although she may have fancied her
beautiful mother in  that role.
Helene, only child of busy Dr. Brad-
ford and his cultured, somewhat
lonely wife Kate, was proud to be
known in the village as “Doc’s little
girl.”

The plot of the novel is con-
cerned with the reluctant, somewhat
zebellious acceptance by the doctor’s |
wife of life in the village of Tory, |

Kate Bradford is a woman of intellj- |more interesting, to this reader at

gence and refinement. She likes to?l
read poetry and she subscribes to!!
the better magazines but she is lone-
ly even though she will not admit|
her unhappiness. She has come to
the conclusion that life is in layers
and that & person cannot get out of
her layer. She feels that she has been
trapped, as it were; in the Tory
layer.

Attorney Winton Fenton, a
handsome Chicago bachelor, comes
frequently to visit his good friends

r. and Mrs. Bradford. Usually he

lained that he had come to
field on some law business!

|

|goings-on in the village; the gossip,

This is the picture on the color-
ful jacket on “The Lemon Jelly -
Cake,” first novel of Madeline ~
Babcock Smith, which goes on

s

Madeline Bzhcock Smith

least, is Helene’s narrative of the

the minor crises, the whispered scan-
dals, the meetings of the “horse-

thief”” society, the rivalry of the twot
: far from Springfield, and that her

women who exhibited their pickles
each year at the state fair, the special
celebrations, trips to Springfield and
the drama of the telephene ringing
late at night in the doctor’s home,

/ Helene dreams of someday marry-
ing a very rich man and living in
Newport, but life is good in Tory
and “Doc’s little girl” is a friend of

- sale here Ménday, Mrs. Smith

‘will appear on WDZ at 9:15 am.
today and; on 'WSOY at 4:45

- p-m. tOmOrrow. :

" |pastor, The two girls, and their mix-

‘|xespectable.

|together* by the presence of

~ter."'Her doubts and. eventual-zealiza-}

‘{marries a couple without first check-

Iriend is Gracie, whose father is a
ed up adventures, make them seem

like the female equivalent of Huck
Finn and Tom Sawyer—but more

The stream of anecdotes i

sider, one Wint Fenton, who comes
to town ‘and falls for Helene’s moth-{

tion that Tory, and not Springfield}
or Chicago, is the “layer OF her jelly
cake”’ provides a cheerful ending, .+ |

One of the funnier incidents re-
sults when the gitlstry to help
Gracie’s father, the pastor, after he

They will recognize the fashions,
the customs, and manners of the

ing their license. He xéali'zési,too'late
that it was issued out of ‘the state
thereby making tht marriage:illegal,

era, The slang expressions, the
songs ‘and  the pglitical issues will
come alive again. Younger readers
can be assured that the people of
Tory are typical of the time and
place. If some of the incidents may
seem improbable on occasion, per-
haps that can be charged to Helene’s
enthusiasm and her flair for the
dramatic, possibly the result of read-
ing novels and smart magazines, as

There seemed to have been no
little boys in the village of Tory.
Perhaps Helene had the disdain of
all little girls of 11 summers for
contemporaries of the opposite sex.

Most novelists will deny that a
book is autobiographical and upon
advice of legal counsel will insist
that all characters are fictitious and
are not modeled after any persons
living or dead. It is only a coinci-
dence, then, that Mrs. Smith grew

well as the Elsie Dinsmore books. . . supposed to be married but aren’t, -

| The" pastor-leaves for Springfield
'to head off the  couple on' their
‘honeymoon. Along go to the twe
|gitls to help—without - his knowl-
{edge—and discover when’they reach
the city that they have no.idea where

[t look for a young couple who are’

i
! 2

HERALD AND REVIEW

With  child-like = preferences for
the direct approach, they ask passers—‘
by where they can locate people
“living .in sin,” an expression
chosen by the pastor. A kindly-
looking gentleman *directs them to
an unfamiliar street and tells them
to look up a place with a sign saying
“Miss Lou’s,” a dubious establish-
ment at best, :

“You can tell her Jack sent you,”
he adds amiably,

Helene and Gracie do not find

father was a country doctor.

thor “T'o Al, Emmy Lou and Jane”
who are, in that order, State Senator|
Elbert S. S#ith of the 28th. Dis-
trict, Mrs. J. W. Moore, 437 W,
Decatur  St., ‘and Mrs. George
Schroyer ‘of Evanston, the son and

everybody-—the hardware merchant
who makes _mysteriou i

toi

up in the village of Rochester, not

The novel is inscribed by the au-

daughters of Mrs. Smith. b

{the missing couple there, but they
do get friendly with a few of the
lady “‘boarders.”

Not too long afterwards, Gracie’s

mother runs off with the town bar-
ber. : . |
Mrs. Smith, who writes an ex-'
tremely modern  “‘old-fashioned’’
book, is a 65-year-old grandmother.

The paper dust jacket on brand



cHue couldnt resist coming out to

the village. Always he is welcomed |

by Dr. Bradford and by Helene,
but he reads poetry with Kate and
the two exchange letters after he has
returned to Chicago.

‘ Eventually Kate Bradford accepts
one of his many invitations to visit
him in Chicago. We must be con-
tent with Helene’s report on that

iTip, a trip Helene was not allowed |

make,

' Springtield, the kindly Negro wo-
. man who is the village laundress,
the inventive genius who is not
quite all there, the village barber
who is a Lothario of ‘sorts and, of
course, Mrs. Antha and Uncle
Will, well loved  neighbors. Uncle

Susan Dusanberry.” _
‘Readers of middle age who. can

recall the early years of the present

«century will enjoy ‘“The Lemon Jel-
1y Cake” as a nostalgic memoir.

(ew. copies of - -lhe Lemon Jelly
‘Cake” offers a village scene, in gay|
colors, of a half century ago. But
the book itself isbound in cloth, in
a shade of yellow that is indubitably
! lemon. s e s Y

Will always ‘called Helene “Miss
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BUSY AFTERNOON

i
5

Qtto Kyle, left, editor of The - on Jelly Cake” with the author, in the Haines & Essick Company
Review editorial page, and Ellis  Mrs. Madeline Babcock Smith, book department. Yesterday was
D. Roberts, Herald-Review Edi- 444 S.-Edward St., at an auto-  publication day for the novel,
Monday afternoon- Mrs. Smith’s first, (Staff Photo)

= -

I torial writer, discuss “The Lem-  graphing party

, R A v, S =1 : :

. authormother, Mrs. Madeline  Williar € McCully, ninigge!

= ~Bibeock Smithy at the autograph-  the Haines & Essi
ing party blonday. At right is  ment. -

K

1
i

(Hiaines & Essick Photo) |
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"Mrs. Smith, Writer
Of Novel, Dies

8 Lap Days Left And
Santa’s Trousers Are
Already Well Worn

‘Lemon Jelly Cake’
‘ Author Il Short Time

20 "™ 5“‘_“"- Smi‘h‘: Santa ‘Claus has - talked with |
== S recentiy ?Ub?l?hffi; 13.508 children in the first 14 :
s Lemon Jelly Cake,”| days of his stay in the Christmas
- = m. yessenday in Decatur| Village. ]
. ;‘;: ".“ :‘;;:ﬂ; On one of those days he bdd a
i S e o .1 total of 1,175 children on his lap.
_— When the stores start opening
Scxith was 2 past T"<L‘§.SF“ at night for the Christmas shop- |
e Uecgor Ganden ping rush Santa expects to have |

even more callers. Lédst year he
had a total of 31,518 yisitors.

The red velvet trousers are al-
ready beginning to show signs of

| wear from all‘the lfttle lapsitrers,
trict.| Santa reports.
3 A\~

<sezri One Shop Hikes
= """ Haircut Price |

e four grandchil-|

he Dr. Oliver Brewster and| Most Decatur barber shops appar- |
Merriam Babeock. She was|ently will continue to offer $1 hair- |
11, 1887, in Rochester.|cuts, even though one downtown |
moved to|shop raised the price to $1.25 yes-;
| terday. (
The Citizens Barber Shop in the|
Citizens Buildings boosted its h:xir-s‘
years at the Uni-|cut price to $1.25. l
of Chicago and was 2 Spek'ial“ Curtis L. (Mickey) Borton, man-|
niversity. |ager of the shop, said he raised the|
articies ofprice on his own initiative, It ap-|
in national| parently was the first departure from |

ithe $1 haircut here in five years.
other

~as of 2e Daughoers of ¢
nd 3 member of|
S Seacs Cheb. the Book Club|

e e Mehode Church. |
|
i

= Hevolmton.

Che was She mother of State

et & Semich

IeBves tWo ds

e

wid.
M- Sei#h came to Decatur in|

-

TRTEIITES.

r< Swmith headed the Garden| Spokesmen for several

: She lectured at| downtown barber jshops said they
S e s \=h|e£ had no plans for changing their |
= rting and ‘ ect- prices. y x

5 aes, and on 3 top She t0ok| " One shop manager, however, said |
e the action by the Citizens Barber|

seds at the opening

Shop “‘may break the ice” for other

4 = a
¢ Oriental Boam in the Illinois|¢kops who have beéen seeking ~in-
gaee Meoseam in 1939. x creases. :
1 n the Dawson &| George T. (Tommy) Gardner,
merzl Home where friends | president of Local 90 of the Inter-
er 4 pm. todav. Services|national Journeyman Barbers, said

he doesn’t think other barbers will

fall in line with the price hike.
Union' barbers have voted down

the 25-cent increase several times.

asks that no flowers
| raise. conformed with union by-
Do "’””_*-" laws. which set g¢hly minimum
E hed by prices.

; & (";’1‘.}’\!‘17’
Aug. 4. It was
as '-J.drm‘\'  {

nng

Reising Cancer

literary

| s~ Fund Director

| may be in operation by mid-July.

| Prairie Television Company. at 3

Gardner said the Citizens Shop'’s

LEMON JELLY CAKE® AUTHOR DIES  ~

; >

cehtly published,
Jelly Cake,”
tention, She was the
State Sen. Elbert S.

Mrs. Madeline Babcock Smith,
prominent writer and clubwoman, |
died at 8 p. yesterday in De- ‘
catur and Macon County Hospi-
tal. She lived at 444 S. Edward

St. Her first novel which was re- Decatur.
oo oLl TR
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TV Station May Be |

n

Operation by Mid-July

Decatur’s first television station|tower site as

T'his was announced Jast night by sot
W. L. Shellabarger, président of the

The station will use the call let-

| ters, WTVP. will. file -

Prairie  Television received au-{with t

thorization on Nov. 20 for an uitra  the

use

thigh frequency station in Decat of th -
| Approval was granted by the Federal| (o s
| Communications Commission. =
|  Plans for the Decatur station now .
{are being drawn by architects, Shel-| =3
{labarger said, and equipment bas ; v
Ibeen ordered from the Radio Cor
Tport.mnn of America for July 1 de
livery. =
| “We have reason to believe ths
:tixe equipment will be delivere e IV
| earlier.than July 1,”” he said 3
Present plans call for bui ot =
letation and its tower on the = 3
| site
i Fhe exact site " £ De
‘i](n ted. Shellabarger said, but -~
{ably will be a short distane€ s Receiving Stts. now 1R
| wot tune in UHEFE sstations

1 0‘ l ""(~'Yil‘f £
! “Engineers have a
i

manufacturers have

severai | ever,

for

y

sites.”” he said aday

laptation Gi MERE sets i
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