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TFE LEACUE 0F liol'IEN VCTERS OF DECAIUR., ILLINOTS

BY - LAIJS

ARTICLE I

Sec. 1. The name of this organization shall be the LeaEue of Wonen
Voters of Decatur, Il-linois. This local League is an integrai part of the
League of Women Voters of the United States and of the League of Women Vcters
of Illinois.

AR?TCLE II
Furpose and PolicY

Sec. 1. lggg_E_g, The Fu:.pcse of the League of Women Voters of Decatur,
Illinois, shaf-EeE promote pcl-itical respcns:bility through informed and
active participation of citizens Ln gcverni€nc.

Sec. 2. Policy, The LeaEue of h,c:r,en "'oter:s of Decatur', fll-inoisr maY

take action on 1ocA1 governnental measures ani pclicles in the pubiic inte::est
in conformity with the Fr.rnc:-pJ-es oi tn: Leag'ue of Women Voters of the UniteC
aL^L-^ T! ^1^-DEdLeu. rL srrall not support ol oppcse an;'pclitical party cr canoidates.

AP.i'ICtE iII
'1--L^.^^i-'^-.et.iLE: :i L_: L/

Sec. L. Hovr Ccn:cse:, l:.e l{enbershi; of the League of !^iomen Voters cf
Decatur shall 5e co,lecs5A-ci vr:ing r.er.be:s and associate menbers. Any per-
son lvho subscribes to :he prr;.se ar-.c ;c1i.cy cf the League shall be eligible
for membership.

can ? T,.-^- ^J rr^--'-^1^e^ir
uqu. 4. .l-VJ=) U: -'-=-.-=-r..-!

--r'"-"r-, rr'l:*= shal-i be vromen citizens of voting age.1J'-!-..j

b ) i.s sc::a:: :e:'r,bers shal-i be al-i- other members.

iR.TiCLE IV
Bca:c or Directcrs

Sec. i. l,;unber. l,ian::r cf Sel-ecticn and Term of Qfflce. The Bcard of
Directors sha1l consis: c: the cfficers of the League, siX eleeteC Directors
and not r,cre than s:x aFFc.:,te; Directors. Three of the elected Directors
shal r be e-r-ectec bfrh"- g.."."u1 membership aE*eEch Annual Meeting ano shaIl
serve for a term of two 1,e;is, or. until their successors have been el-ecred
and o_ual-if iec. The eieetel ;;.e::',bers shall- appoint such additional- Directors,
not exceeCing six, as they cieen necessary to carry on the work of the LeaEue.
Ihe ter;:. cf cifice cf the appointed Dir.eetors shal-L be one year and shal1
expiz'e che fj.rst day of Aprii.

Sec. 2, Qualifications. No person shall be elected or appointed or
shali continue to serve as an officer or director of this organization un.le-.s
she is a voting member of the League of Women Voters of Decatur.
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Sec. 3. Vacancies. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors by
reason of the l6@on, death or disqualifilation of an officer or electLd
member may be fil1ed, until the next Annual Meetlng, by a majority vote of
the rernaining members of the Board of Directors. Three consecutive absences
from a Board meeting of any member without a valid reason shal-] be deemed a
re slgnation.

Sec. 4. Powers and Duties, The Board of Directors shal]. have ful1
chargeofthe@nessoftheorganization,withfu}1powerand
authority to manage and conduct same, subject to the instructions of the
general membership. It shall plan and direct the work necessary to carry
out the Program as adopted by the national Convention, the state Convention
and the Annual Meeting. The Board shall ereate and designate such special
committees as it may deem necessary.

Sec. 5, lieetilg. There shall- be at feast nine regular meetings of. . _:the Board of Directors annua11y. The presiceni;r.ay call special meetings of
the Board of Direetors and shall- call a special r:neeting upon the r,;ritten re-
quest of five members of the Board.

Sec. 5. Aglr.rm. A majority cf the nenbers of the Boara of ):r'ectors
shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE V
Offieers

Sec. 1, Enumeration and Electi.on of Officers. the Officers of the
League of ldornen Voters -:-'c i.r: - - ao I Pr6c.' j5*- f f if SC'*""--J,l ):;;-^ -- -ev"v, 

q

: \o-na*;r\7 and a Tf.eaSUfef fVhC.!- J ,Vice President, a seconi Vice Fre
shaIl be elected for ter:r,s oi trvc \rears:1,:he general nembership at an
Annua1 l,leeting and take offlce tj-.::s::ay c: Apri.J-. The Fresident, the
First Vice Fresident anc the Secra;=:y s:.a:: )e el-ected in oiid-numbered years.
The second Vice Fresident..aric:he lreastrrer shail be elected in even-numbered
yeaf S , 7,1 -.... i' *.. ,)',. -'

Sec. 2. ihe Pr.esice:.i. ILe Pr=si:::'.: shafl preside at all Meetings of
the organization anC cf ihe tscard of lirectors. She may, in the absence or
disabilj.ty of the T:'easurer, s:Er. c: e:rdcrse checks, drafts and notes. She
shalJ- be, ex cffre:o, a r,er..:er of a:f cc:r;r.ittees except the nominating
Committee. She shali have such usual- powers of supervision and management
as may pertain to the offrce of the Fresj.dent and perform such other duties
as r"nay be deslgnated by the tsoard.

.l
Sec. -<. The Vice Presi-dent. The @ Viee Presidents, in the order of

their rank, shall, in the event of absence, disability or death of the President,
possess all the po'r,rers and perform all the duties of that office, untiJ- such
time as the Board of Directors shall elect one of its members to fill the
vacancy. The Vice Presidents shall pecform such other duties as the President
and Boaro ::nay deslgnate.

Sec, 4. t&-_qgcrg!aly. The Secretary shal1 keep minutes of the annual
n",eeting and otIeF-5[EffGI-rneetings of the League and all meetings of the
Board. The Secretary shal1 notify all Offieers and Directors of their election,
She shall sign, with the President, all contracts and other instruirtents when
so authorized by the Board and shal1 perform such other functions as rnay be
inciCent to her offlce.
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Sec. 5. ?he Treasurer. The Treasurer shaii coll-ect and receive all, ^--moneys due. She shalJ- be the custodian of these jroneys, shalL deposit them
in a bank designated by the Board of Directors, anC shall <iisburse the same
only upon order of the Board. She shall present statenents to the Board at
their regular meetings and an annual report to the Annual l"leeting, The books
shal.l- be aucilted annually by an auditor approved by the Board.

ARTTCLE VI
Financial Administration

Sec. 1. Fiscal Year. The fi.scal year of the League of liomen Voters of
Decatur, Illinoisr- shal1 conmence on the first day of April each year.

Sec. 2. Dues. Annuar dues of"tr# DorJars ($5.00) shall be payable
on the first dmf the month ln r,;hich a rnenber ori-ginally joined. Any
mernber whc fails to pay dues with:-n two r,onths after they become payable
forfeits nenbership.

Sec. 3. Br+gqet. A bucget for ;he ensuing year shall- be subnicted by
the Board of Dlrectors ro rne Annual Meeting ior aCoption. The bu:get shalr
include support for the vrork of the i,eague as a '':hole.

Sec.4.@..l;ludgetCo]:nm:tteesha1ibeappc:.ntedby
the Board of Directors at Icasl: cwc nonths rri.cr to the Annuai Meeting to
prepare a budgec fo: the e:.;uj-nc yaar. l:le ;:o;osei o::ge; sharL :e sent to
all rnembers at least one',veek beiore:he ir.r,uai l{eetinE. The Treasurer shal-l
not be ej-igible to serve as chairman of the Buigec Committee.

ARTIC:.,E VTI
:4ee:ti-.gs

Sec. l-. lte.^bershrp Uuetinqs. fhera shaii be at least three :'neetings
ofthemenbersffieandi.aCesha.]lbedeterninecilytheBoard
of Directors.

e^a aUEU. L.

exact Cate to
shaLl

a) adopt a 1oca1 Prcsra)"n for the ensuing year'
b) el-ect officers anC directors, members of the Noni.nating

Cornrnittee
c) adopt an adequate buCget, anC
d) transact such other business as may properly cone before it.

Sec. 3. qggru*. Twenty-two rnernbers shail constitute a quorum at alJ-
meetings of thf@ue of lJomen Voters of Decatur, I11inois.

AR?ICLE VIII
Nominatlons and Elections

Sec. i. zuominatinq Co.&'Lt!gq. The Nominating Committee shall consist
offivemenberffibemembersoftheBoardofDirectcrs.The
Chairman and tlvo members, r,rho shall not be memberd of the Board, sha1l be
elected at the Annual Meeti.ng, Nomj.nations for these offices shal'l be made by
the current Nominating Coirrn:Lttee. The other mem.l;ers sha'l} be appointed by
the Board of Directors ir'rnediateJ-y following the Annual i,leeting. Any vacancy

An r.nnual lieecing shall- be held in l'{areh, the
the tscarc oi )irectors. The Annuai l{eeting

Annual- Ileetinq.
be determinec by
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on the I'lominating Committee shall be f il-l-ed by che 3:arC of Directors.
Suggestions for noninations for Officers ano D:rect'::s ray be sent to this
Committee by any voting nember.

Sec. 2, Report of Nomj.nati,ns ,Commiltee and rycnii,atiols f I??;the Floor.
The report of ominations f or Cf 'f icers,
Direct|rs, and the members 6t tne succeeding Nominating-Cornrnrttee shal-l be

sent to all members at least oire week before the date of the Annual lleetinq.
The report of the Nominating Commlttee shall be presented to the Annual
I,ieeting. Immediately follcv,,lng the presentatlon of this report, nominations
may be"mad.e from the floor by any voting menrber provided the consent of the
nominee shall have been secured.

Sec. 3. El-ections. Tlie election shall be by ba11ot, provided that
r,rhen there is SIffiToninee for each office, the secretary may be in-
structed to cast the baliot fcr every nor,lnee. A majority of those c.ualified
to vote and voting shal1 co:.str':-te Er. e'reccicn. Absentee or proxy vo:ingr
shall not be Permitted.

N?.iICL' IX
Prcgran

Sec. 1. Authorizatisn. lh.e Eoverr.nental principles aCopter by cl:e
natlonal Conven:ffifEE;;c::ed by :he League as a whole, cons:itu:e ci^,e

authorizacion for che::cpc-o:, c: i:cara:.

Sec. 2, irc,f,:'ai:.. !:.: F::::a: :: :h.e 'eaque of idomen Voters of lecai:ur,
Illino:-s, shalfffist cf Curren; i.genca and Continuing Responsi-biliiies
as here-inafter Cefined.

a^n ?UEU. J .

procedures:

= ) :-'^a ,'''n*:-: ).:z:'.ta sra-li consist of such currer.: l-::a-rj

-r.vavrrp-*i- is sues as the nembership sh.al; c:':cse rol'
cf r.ce::e: a::i:r.

b) Ine Ccn:::.ui:s ?.esponsibilities shall consist of those
pcsi-ticr.s ci i ccar govern,nental issues to which the Leagi-:e

of l.;::,,e: r.,C:3r.S cf iecatur has given sustai.nec attention
a:l ::. ',':i^.:c:. :: ;:'ay concinue to act.

fhe;.:.i:a: ile::tr.g shali act upon the Progran using th'e foJ-Iorving

i \ -'nn ?^rrzi :i ]irectols shal1 consider the reco::i"nendations1) .L.!C -Lri - \

senr I-n ry tne Voting mernbers tlfo months prior'_to the
Annua'l ileecing anc shal1 fOr:nulate a Proposed Prograrn'

b) The F:opcsed Frograin shal-l be sent to all mernbers at
Ieast one vteek before the Annual l'{eeting'

c) A majority vote of voting members present and voting ac
the Annual ivleeting shall be requlred for adoption of
Subjects in the Proposed Prograin as presented to the
Annual- i'leeting by the Board of Directors '

d) Reccrnrnendations for Program submitted. by voting members

tt,ro nonths prlor to the Annual- l'leeting but not recommended
by the Board of Directors may be considered by the Annual
i,lleting provi.de6, that: (1) the Annual Meeting: shall_,order
conslderition by a najority vote and (2) the Annu6r lleeting
shal1 adopt the items by a two-thlrds vote'
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a.) Changes::. ri.e Frogra:L, ::.:j^.e:==: of al-tere: clrc::-ons,
may be ;r,aCe proviCed that: (f ) :::criiation co:,ceri-,irE :he
proposed changes has been sent tc a- I :::e:.bers at least tirc
vreeks prior to a general mernbershrp :,eeti.ng at l,:hich the
change is co be discusseC, ano (2) ::.:.a: ac:r::. :y th.:
membership is taken at a succeeCing neeting.

Sec. 4. Member Action. I"lembers may act in the name of the League of
lfomen Voters onltiirEiEffiorized to do so by the proper Board of Directcrs.

ARTTCLE X
National- Convention, State Convention and Council

Sec. 1. National Convention. The Board of Directors at a meeting before
thedateon',lhffi1egatesm.ustbeSenttothenationa1office
shall select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted by League
of lJomen Voters of Deeatur, filinois, underthe provisions of the By-Iar+s of
the League of VJomen Voters of the United States.

Sec. 2. State, Convention. The Board of Directors at a meeting before
the date on r,rhich the names of Celegates must be sent to the state office
sha]1- select delegates to that Convention in the number allotted the LeaEue
of i,Jomen Voters of Deeatur, Illinois, under the provisions of the By-lavrs
of the League of l{omen Voters of fl-linois.

Sec. 3. State Council. The Presj-dent or her proxy shal-l be the dele-
gate to the StaG-mZfllnder the provisions of the by-rarus of the League
of !'Jornen Voters of Ilh.nois.

ARTICLE XI
Parli-an:re ntary Au.tho ri ty

Sec. ]. paffiamentary autb . The rules contained in Roberts R.ules
of Orler Revised shali- govern the organization in a1l- cases to tuhich they
are appiicabl-e and rn vrhich they are not inccnsistent r,,rith these By-.i-avrs.

ARTTCLE XiI
Amendnencs

Sec. 1. Arnendments. The By-la\rs nay be amended by a tlvo-thi-tds vote
cr th.e voting nembers present and voting at the Annual Meeting, provided
che aneniments were submitteC to the membership in writing at l-east one week
ir aj.vance of the meetlng.


