MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS
SEPTEMBER 4, 1958

The meeting was called to order at 1 peme in the A of C rooms with Mrs.
L. L. Colvis, President, presiding. Present were Mrs. Schlachter, Fairs,
Winn, Booth, Barnes, Hurst, Mills, Smith, Leigh, Cohn, French & Cresswell.,

The minutes of the last board meeting were aporoved,
The regional meeting in Champaign on September 19th was announced.
The Treasurer's report showing COH of $266.19 plus $1,000 reserve was filed,

There will be a luncheon September 25 at the Decatur Club at 12:45 pems
with Carl Miller speaking on the Judicial Amendment. Presidents and
Legislative chairmen of the PTAs will be invited.

Mrs. Hurst said the new unit "bring the children" will mset at her home
Tuesday, October 14 at 9:30 AM. Mrs. Smith moved, seconded by Mrs. Leigh,
since our program 1s so heavy this year that it will be impossible for us
to have a questionnaire for the November elections. CARRIED., Mrs. Cohn
moved, seconded by Mrs. Leigh, that $10 be spent on U. N. literature to be
distributed in the community. CARRIED.

Mrs, Mills announced there are 4 new members since the summer coffee,

Mrse. Leigh noted that the League has worked on all of the issues referred
to in a recent editorial in the paper.

Mrs. French said that two carloads of members had been on a2 "go see" water
trip and that another one would he planned.

Mrs. Winn said that the goal of the finance drive 1s $960. She recommended
buying a record on fund raising. The drive will start at 9:15 3September 9
with a breakfast at Greider's with Ed Lindsay speaking.

Mrse Colvis asked for approval of recommendations of the Nominating Committee
for Mrs. Russell Oplinger as State Educatio n item Chairman; Mrs. Loring
Unger as Unit Chalrman, mornings;; Mrs. Gerald Cox, Unit~Chal rman, evenings;
Mrs. Wm. Hipsher, Chairmaen, water item; Mrs. Nat Kessler, national CR
Chairman; and Mrs. Hilmer Landholt, state CR Chairmane. CARRIED.

Mrs. Colvis announced board members who would work together sas co-chairmen
in the matter of bringing items before the board and attendance.

There being no further b usiness, the meesting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

O O bossed s

Mary C. Cresswell, Secretary



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ILLINOIS
September 25, 1958
Luncheon at the Decatur Club

Mrse Colvis, President, welcomed everyone to the meeting. Mrs. Smith
announced there will be a workshop on Foreign Folicy after the first of
the year. A "go see" trip tbe the proposed Big Creek development will be
. on October 7th.

lirs. Schlachter introduced Professor HEHdward Cleery of the University of
Illinois who spoke on the Judicial Amendment. He presented s balance
sheet of pros and cons.

He made fime points on the credit side., 1. It will bring a unified trial
court system; a great simplification over the present system of courts
which 1s unnecessarily complex and expensive. 2, It will abolish the
fee system and "cuspidor justice".Now the JPs and maglstrates operate
wlthout supervision and are paid fees from cases they try. The plaintiff
brings the JP the business, the loser pays the fee in @ivil cases. This
system is a denlal of due process. 3, It will improve the jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court. 4. It will simplify the taking of appeals. and

OS¢ There wi 11 be central administration.

The objections to the amendment are l. Any change encounters opposition.
The article will be jeopardized more by indifference than opposition.

2« Some people will lose their business, the JPs eventually and some
Judges. 3. The ldealists wanted this to be perfect and are disappointed
because it does not have a plan for selectlon and tenure of Judges and
1t violates the traditlonal separation of powers.

Professor Cleery feels that we will not have another chance within our
lifetime to change the judicial system. The opposition voices fear of

the legislators but they are just people whom we elected. If this article
1s going to carry it 1s because people who think asbout 1t talk to others.

After a question period, the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted.

GO fraaa) 37

Mary “C. Cresswell, Secretary.



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DECATUR,

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AS OF 9/4/58

Cash on Hand as of April 1, 1958 $1,472.38
Dues @ $470,00
Member Contributions 1350
Total Receipts 483,5
TOTAL CASH AVATRARLE 1,955.88
Expenditures
Equipment & Supplies 13531
Postage (Not Bulletin) 25.00
Telephone & Telegraph 125
President's Bxpense 50.00
Convention Expense 17%.00
Meeting Expense 13503
State & National Publlcﬂtlons
Expenditures 6.05
Receipts - k.35 1,70
Loecal Publications 720
Bulletin b2,95
Azpk¥an
State & National Pledge 300,00
Total Expenditures 629, Ll
NET CASH ON HAND 1,326.44

LESS RESERVE FOR BOOKLET 1,000,00

ACTUAL OPERATING CASH 326,44
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Zéwy C. ChpasesH
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