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Register of 01d Buildlngs
Macon Jo':nty Historical Coordlnating Council

Ad.g"ressr 300 H. Pra:-=i-e Avenue, Decatur, Illinois'

Date of original cons+*rucli-on: 1887.

Name of original oiirr3r! ?eter Loeb.

Eistoryr
--Tneod-ore Letzan, a:chiiect - San Jose, Californla'

Architec-uure cf :ne periol - conparable to san Francisco mansions'
'ulindows +uilrouS;hou-- p)-ate glass and art glass'
Eight firepla-es. angiish basenent, first, and- second- floors.
Laige ai-"ic ov:= ;noie. Five first floor rooris - five seconri floor'
Exteri-or - crtl2-3r:*-"-i brick - rustic sLrlngles - stone.
origlnal roof ras sl-a+,e. Reroofed, with composltion in early 30',s.
Coach house ,uo -riis.. - front and. rear doors - permitting access aad

exit to a c1:c]e jrlve that has since been omitted.
Originai ianisca;in8 hed.ge to aI1ey - partly renoved. to pernit exit
+"o a11ey.

peter Loeb xiifhouse to Flr. Gorin, Fresid.ent of Mlllikin Bank, who

so'lc it -r,o Ju:3e.ja=es s. Baldnin. Jud.ge Balrlwln so1d. it to Mrs'

Jeanne Llnc.qu.si -,o be occupied by her and serve as her photographic

stud.io. iio a::L1-,ee.uural "irrr,g"*- 
except pl1lars renoved on uest pOrch

d.rive, su'osr!-,.u.,1ng ,i-i1ars thit occupied- Iess spaee. Original pi1-
lars re:e oi s--c:ie +,ha-i, created a problen for motorists. No ehanges

xere naie l-n -ui:3 i-aterior except removal of a double door to nake

txc rcoss j-E+,c clle. The basenent was remod'eIled to accommod-ate dark-
roorns and 1a'oc:3-;crlrr Ga.s boller Eas lnstalled fOr steam heat.
Partl-y rerired. for stu:lo lighting requirements'

Peter Loeb o;mei a fc'litrry in Decatur. He was a representative busln-
ess Ean sa:vln3 as l'-rst pr:siCent cf Board- of TrarLe of Decatur in 1888'

He cane to tne Unlt,ed States from Harnburg, Germany'

The above written and submltted
bY Mrs. Jeanne Lind"quist 1n
Novenber, 1973.

hresent ornerrs nane: Jeanne Lindqulst'



100 'riest Pralrle

Photo - Jeanne Llndqulst



By James M. Dedmaa i

Of theHerdd and Revies
' The magailieent old home at
300 \Y. 'Frairie Ave', PresentlY
occlxpied bY the Jeaue LirS.
quist' Salon-of PhotograPhY ard'
also ued as her bome, ras '

butt in' aborit' ts87 bY Pete :

Loeb.
Loetiwas born June 28, 18{0,

at Siber$augb ''in Prmsla asd
camE h this counbY with tts
oarents in 1852 wben his father
fiad to flee ttre corutry for
political reasms' ltey went to Newark, l{.J., 

,

and I year later moved to
Dayton, Ohio, sbere Intb
teaiued the fcrundrY bus-
iaess.

f,o€b ioiled the Fir$ ohio
Infaatry during &e Civil IVar
,trd was wourded on the second

daY.af figiiing ai tb Battle of i

Bu]l Run-
Il-Marcb, 1363' Lo€b married

Carolirc S, WooJman in Da5ton,
ohib:

The curple moved to Decatur
ln'lS?& and'fq 18 Years Laeb,
;; 'w,ie tle sa+orth fo{E- i

drtr.
I ioeb sae quite a ilins, I

htoltging io ttue Odd Felbws'l*E!ra6f.rlE

Knigbh o{ $&ias, Decatw,
Clt6, CounFY Club and sas q.Affi: cr-,fCclrb ;"d ;; ; I

fnetrt€ro1iltt. Bit F. would 
i

aeve joir $e G-AR Frd gaYe 8s,
!'lcwer designs are

everlwhele, stalting with the
front i;oi'ch, carrieri ttuough
rioodiro:rk and or.to the
fi.repleces. AII tfu'lrugh the house.
are iittie icuches of elegance
seldorrr fou!.d i:r liomes today.
S;aned glass is used in windorvs
and dcors but always witb a
clear plate glass part through
which a poi'son can see elear-

Knight

his excuse &at tb€ wa! was over
dnO te wasted to forget it'
- I{e was ac[ive i:: civit a$airs;
and.wbet IIiIUkiE was started,
he was oB tb€ board of

a:rd io-lo;red the con-

corporated as such

fireplaces.'

lr'
The

managers and fo-loiied Ine cotr'

struetion cioselv. He burlt tle
Loeb Ti-rre Buu,lilg at the cor-
D€r of Water and \ orth
streets.

ln 1886, he forrred the Loeb!r r!,w,

Foundry Co.. anl ii nas in-

tle ma*nsion at 3'00 W. Prairie
Ave. Notbing was sPared in the

)Unofy Uo., alltt 1! \] in u-
rporated as such.
Alone about tbis time he bu:lt
e ma*nsion at 300 W. Prairre
.,a l\ln+lriaa *". "nerarl in tho'

constructiorr. He had an archi
tect from San Jose, Calif. de-

siex the hcus,: for irim."'h;;;;;1ii r^*b *o' arraid of
two," triingst tornaooes and 

,

burelars. He built the house rvith i

steeil rods rullrring verticaliy ar,d 
I

around it. fiuge woodeu beams
*.i.it* urpd witli a brielt ex' 

I

terior.

the lE:t ol ths house was fit.
ted rirh unusual tliir:gs like
r=:ro ;€:rJle shr,ttei's, transoms io
all the up:tail doors and eiglrt

fxeie riere also call-bells for.
th: maid from all roJrix : 6vetr
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Chmree?er &d#r,
i -' ByJeris.Dodson and e-quipment'jon the';rt$1:

, Of the lleratd and Revierw Jy affair" .stgdig -- operated
,Tyh"l ;-;;nurcent'i"rte lltt,lindquist, her sister

Itprpt.'; , -- it and mother'

ffi. gr:"',if" T-t'x;,*1}f*$f, '|ii,f ilHr"'Iffi
ry,I#"ryt^H cential monstrous size- or the

m*ua*ft,tf;.lm'" Y"?l' '-S]r*:r I9d - qua{rer

of, fireplaces - seveg oi;;; sawed oak" adorrs- tle heavy

sat;;*";i Jeanne "raffi 'ti,tiil,3f;iif;#L* *."'itiom the outside it
ut.-tt.r. are lots " r#'rfi :'**ff,,- 

we'-\e been verv

iasidc."
fllioauy, there .are onry i (pft:o$ii'"#Y.ifl:"f.T;
t6n.
,'when Jeanne moved her n^t[::ltt,T.-ored to be in

', photography stuoio ini'o ini &9 hg-g-"^{ Loeb's wife'

r.t i"?'i6"rr-rio,';aiot? L-l-dt-T-louse full of

';iI"-b*ld";. p.ipi" tiiirsil ll"ell- and-3-1ga iric ent
rrd iost-*v ^miia, ffiili l*1fv - an awesomeness of

from'downtotn rt t5i 1 
a8e'

I

ilaughed. But Se needed tte
i parking space for her studro
clients.qr .,\ile'Ve" 'fl[d th], rvifl:structure ds 

- it was,b $e
proudly stated, "I didn't wnt
to chaqge any of tlte charnc-
te.r of tlie hou'se."

Charaeter is aD uh
derstatement.

Eghty-two years ago, fl)O
West Prairie Avenue was
Peter loeb's dream. He
handpicked all the lumber aad
brick5 for the hcrse, and
adorned the windows itr
glistening stained glass.

"We're the third tenants in
the house,_ so it's had gmd
care," she isaid,

First floor is the studio, and
; the huge Elglish basement i

harbors labo'ratqry facilities 
I

alaflro
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