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Reg"ister of 01d Bulld"ings
Macon .Jc';nt,y r{istorieal Coordinating Council

Address: 452 \i. H.1n 5-,.

Date of origine. cc---::c*-i cnt L819,

Nane of original o;mer; -ie=-,on i. Baldwin of the H. I. Bald.rin Grain Co.
a:--l ACa Baldriin, his wife.

Hi-story: "ihir-,ee: 1c3s re:e ':nccvered when the structure, knor'rr as the
ofa EEar*in :::r=, :'=::: :{:r-=--.::r 15th (L,a6?).

"31nc= -.:=-i ;e:e :=n:vei fro^a the burned structure ln Decembert
Houehen, a Deca-,u.r z----:rxey, (ans pi:selt owner), h"s been refinlshing them,

"icucha:r. ="i; h= i-s r:ns';r: xheth:r all thlrteen wlIl- be required-
in the remcleflng ci '.re <i---chen. He :ay have several left."

-eca''-ur Herald & Review Files
Harch ?lh, \968

"lbe 3=-:iri-ns ;ru:c::-ei the si;e cf the house aL VJZ 'v{. I'1ain St.
in 1852 as jia:-- of an 30-"cre..ract ci I-'-n: iroa l{rs. ir'i11ian Harks, Jr.g
Abrahan Lincoinrs a'.:a--. (aan-:<s e1a1s--e ;a= ,3f;-aere tract Irlareh 2i-, L829).

-Iire -'r=-::ks hzd l-ive: i-n a *-x:-locn log cabin on the traetr and.

local historlans believe that i}:ol-n :ris1-'3j- 'uhea there in 1830.
tl; ^ 

-.,r3= frou the origlnaL log cabj-n rere thought to have been used.
in the cons--iuciion oi the tsaidi;i-n hcuser....

"Chsn 
":ncovered. 

+r,rro oi th= iogs shorei nc-.ehed en<is of the type
used at the co:ier of a cabin. T'hey aiso :hored b:caCax aarks, :vid-ence that
they were hanihet:i.

"i{ouehea, the presen+, oi,T.er, saia he thinks the Hanks cabi-n was
probably d.e*ueriola'r,ing; a'u tire tipe Baldrin buiLt his house, and. that the
thirteen logE rere saveC because +-rey xere sti11 in good cond.itloa.

"0+.to R. Ky1:, form:r iieral-C & Reviaw writer, and a Lincoln his-
torian, says the logs couic very re11 have cone fron the Hanks cabin.....

"The 1ogs, f feet by 16 inches, are reported to be worth about
$rooo each.

"Houchen says he is not interested. in selllng them, though he would
give one to a historical museun if it were interested.

"l{ouchen said he is looking for sone one r+ho can restore the 1ogs.
He will have them incorporated, in the kitchen of the house as 1t is rebulIt."

Newspaper cllpplng Frld.ay, 12/L5/6?
"01d Logs Uncovered"

Herald & Review Flle

Present ownerrs namel Vernon H. Houchen, Attorney.
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Plcture, courtesy of li. i,ynn Bohea
Taken in L9?Z
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Fra66's flereal l€rill ;j:,.;";l;
products represents one of Decatur's im-
portant industries. The territory covered

by tire Decatur Cereal Xlill Companl' em-

braces the civilized world. The products of
this plant go all over America, to most of the
countries of Europe and Africa, and an inter-
esting trade is being established in China and

.lapan. It has been a stable institution,
having been shut down for onll- a verl' ferv

times rvithin the past three 1-ears, and the n

on11' for repairs, Sixt1, men are given stcadl'

e mplol'ment, and the plant is kept running
nieht and day. About 2,ooo,ooo bushels o{

corn a year are ground. The plant has a

storage capacitl' of a quarte r of a rniliion
bushels of grain, mostly in steel tanks. The
big elevator, which forrns a part of the com-
pany's plant, transfers fifty carloads o{ corn a

day, and also cloes the transferring here for
the Wabash railroad L-ompany. Thc com-

mcrcial products of the Decatur Cereal NIill
Companl' are table goods, brervcrs' grits and

cattle fced.
Connectcd rvith the plant is an expcri-

mental station, rvhere, in the past two vears

the company has been conducting a serics of

of coal every day to
in operation.

cxperirnents for eco-

rrornicalli crtrrcting
the oil f rorn corn.

H.I.llaldrvin. who
\vas recent]r'madc
supcrintendent of thc
plant, lras movcd lris

office to the mill and

norv spends all his time
th ere.

Perhaps notlling
. can better iilustrate tlre

irnportance of this plant

to Decatur and licin-
ity than to sa1' that it
requires thirty-6ve ton s

keep to keep the plant

Pratt's Cereal Ilill
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