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Addresss 452 W, Mzin 3z,

Date of original consiruction: 1879,

Name of originzl

ton I, Baldwin of the H. I, Baldwin Grain Co.
Adz Bzldwin, his wife.

History:
old Baldwin

(b}

from the burned structure in December,
sent ownsr), has been refinishing them,

wnethsr all thirteen will be required
nzy hzve several left,”

Decztur Herald & Review Files
March 7th, 1968

iwins Du i the site of the house at 452 W. Main St.
in 1862 as part of an 80-acre tract of lzndi from MKrs, William Hanks, Jr.,
Abraham Linc onr's zunt, (Hanks claimed the 80-acre tract March 21, 1829).
Hznks nhzd lived in = two-room log cabin on the tract, and
local his } that Lincoln visitied them there in 1830.
e orizinal loz cabin were thought to have been used
in the cons he Bzaldwin houss.....
ed two of ths logs showed noiched ends of the type
used at t cabin., They also showsd brozdax marks, evidence that
they were
present owner, sz2id he thinks the Hanks cabin was
probably deteriorating at the time Baldwin built his house, and that the
thirteen logs were szved because they were still in good condition,
"Otto R. Kyls, formsr Herzld & Review writer, and a Lincoln his-
torian, says the logs could very well have come from the Hanks cabin.....
“The lozs 7 feet by 16 inches, are reported to be worth about

$1000 each.

"Houchen says he is not interested in selling them, though he would
give one to a historical museum if it were interested.
: "Houchen said he is looking for some one who can restore the logs,
He will have them incorporated in the kitchen of the house as it is rebuilt."

Newspaper clipping Friday, 12/15/67

"0ld Logs Uncovered"
Herald & Review File

Present owner's name: Vernon H. Houchen, Attorney.
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Pratt's Cereal Iill The meanv-

facture of corn
products represents one of Decatur’s im-
portant industries. The territory covered
by the Decatur Cereal Mill Company em-
braces the civilized world. The products of
this plant go all over America, to most of the
countries of Europe und Africa, and an inter-
esting trade is being established in China and
Japan. It has been a stable institution,

having been shut down for only a very few

times within the past three years, and then
only for repairs.  Sixty men are given steady
employment, and the plant is kept running
night and day. - About 2,000,000 bushels of
corn a year are ground. The plant has a
storage capacity of a quarter of a million
bushels of grain, mostly in steel tanks. The
big elevator, which forms a part of the com-
pany’s plant, transfers fifty carloads of corn a

day, and also does the transferring here for
the Wabash railroad company. The com-
mercial products of the Decatur Cereal Mill
Company are table goods, brewers’ grits and
cattle feed.

Connected with the plant is an experi-
mental station, where, in the past two years
the company has been conducting a series of

experiments for eco-
nomically extracting
. - i . the oil from corn. :

H.I. Baldwin, who
was recently made
superintendent of the
plant, has moved his
office to the mill and
now spends all his time
there.

Perhaps nothing
_ can better illustrate the
importance of this plant
to Decatur and vicin-

ity than to say that it
i o PemeEeeail requires thirty-five tons
of coal every day to keep to keep the plant

in operation.

Printing and 3tat
giveng estimate ©
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H [ Bai&wm Dles.of
Injuries; Funeral May

Be Londucted Thursday

Promment Grain Man Was
Important Frgure m
Business, Social Life

HAD WIDE INTERESTS




Decaiar, Minois, Saturday, September 26, 1053, |

Mrs. Heston | Baldwin
Resident 80 Years, Dies

Mrs, Ada  Eme

| prominent De

| past 80 vears
terday

St. She v

i Mrs,

%”(‘\‘h\".

‘ness and
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led

ter of Enos B. and Fme
Pratt. She moved here
on Oct. 12, 1882, was

ir. Baldw

Dawson

Arran




