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Mr. Lee Pigott Interview No. 2

June, 1982

This is Betty Turnell speaking for the Decatur Public Library. Our
guest today is Mr. Lee Pigott. Mr. Pigott was one of our early guests in
this series, and now we have invited him to return to tell us more of his
experiences, Mr, Pigott?

A, I'm anxious to talk about my religious life which I failed to say
anything about before, I joined the Epworth League at the Methodist
Church when I was about 15 years of age in Murphysboro, Illinois.

It was a good group, and we were assigned a new minister about that

time by the name of Dr. Comeron Harmon. At the time I was president

of the group, and Dr., Harmon and I had conferences from time to time
about the activities in the League group. Dr, Harmon and I got to be
close friends, and he said, ''Lee, what about geing to high school?!

Well, I told him that I had to quit school when I was in the seventh

grade, I couldn't go back to high school. He said, ''Why can't you

go back to high school?! I said, "I don't want to go back to the

eighth grade here," and he said, "I'm president of the board of McKendree

College, and I'd see that we could get you in there if you're willing

to go there and prepare for the ministry." I said, ''"Prepare for the

mninistry? Whaf do you think I am?" He said, "I think you'd do very
well if you'd deo that.' I said, "I could never get education encugh to
do a thing like that.'"" He said, "I'll help you get a job there to pay
all of your expenses so your folks won't have to pay anything at all.'

"Well', I said, '"Dr. Harmon, my father wants me to be a machinist on

the railroad, and I want to be one too. But, I'll talk it over with bad."
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I told my father I was thinking of going to McKendree, that
Dr. Harmon would help me and that maybe I would think something about
the ministry. He said, '"Oh, no, Lee!" He told me I had started my
apprenticeship for the railroad machinist, and that if I quit the job
and went to school one thing was certain. He said, "Never come back
and darken my door,'

Well, I said, '"Dad, if that!s the case, I guess I'm as bull-
headed as you are. I'm going to go to McKendree.!

I went to McKendree, and Dr. Harmon found me a Job to pay a lot
of my expenses. I enjoyed McKen&ree - (the athletics). I had a fjob
ringing the rising bell for the girls' dorm for my rbom, wailting tables
for my meals, and I was janitor in one of the science buildings for
some of my other expenses.

It wasn't a couple of years before Dr. Harmon was appointed
president of Missouri Wesleyan College in Cameron, Missouri, He asked
me to go with him and said he'd see that I'd have a chance to earn my
way if I went there. I thought if I did not keep contact with Dr.
Harmen, I didn't see how I could get along. He had the Missouri
Conference to dppoint me to a church in a small town ~ a poor old country
boy who had done nothing in the way of preaching or anything else.

The first appointment he got me was a few miles out of Kansas
City, I was scared to death the first time I went to the place, I had
promised, (I should add that Dr, Harmon and I had a conference about
what I should do if I applied myself to the task.,)

I took the train out to Kansas City, and then a train out to this

little town. I don't remember the name of the town., I got off the train



and stood there not knowing where to go, not knowing a soul. In a
few minutes d man and his wife came up and asked ''Are you Reverend
Pigott?!

'"Reverend Pigott?'' I said. ''No, I'm Lee Pigott,"

"Oh, yes,' he replied.

We walked to the church - it took us about fifteen or twenty
minutes. Then they took me to the puarsonage, which was furnished.
Next, they gave me the keys to the house and the church, and then we
visited the church,

I commented on several things about the beauty of the church, but
I notiqed that the lighting system was rather peculiar., One system was
electric lighting, but another was a gas lighting system,

I said, '"Do you have trouble with the electric lights or the gas
lighting system?'

They said, '"No, we don't have any trouble,"

"Well," I said, "I'll take the gas fixtures out sometime when I
can come down early. The gas fixtures spoil the looks of the sanctuary. '

The two members threw up their hands and almost shouted, 'No! Nol!
Leave them alonel If they are taken down, half the members will leave
the church,"

I thought, 'Well, I'll wait my time and then.see what I should do."

Well, anyway, I remember the faces of the people at that first
church for another odd thing., I had my first funewxal there. The night
before the funeral they stayed up, visiting and having a family reunion.
They stayed all night, drinking and playing cards and having a good time,
I do not remember having the funeral services, but I know that I did.

The little town had a custom of playing cards along the sidewalks.

I spent some of my time during my week ends of visits there, walking

from card game to card game, talking to the men about their work and inviting
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them to Sunddy school and church.

Well, I decided to take the gas lights out of the church sanctuary.
I thought I'd get there early one weekend and do it. I found ladders in
the basement of the church and had everything ready.

To make a long story short, I said nothing about the lights., I
was afraid to take them down. I am sure that, had I taken them down,
it would have been the best thing that happened in the church. But they
didn't seem to mind. They loved their gas and they loved their electricity.
It seemed like the ones who wanted electricity would sit in one place,
and the ones who wanted gas would.sit in another,

Shortly after I left that place, I went to conference., I do not
remember where that conference was held in Missouri. It was at that
wonference that I took the first step toward the ministry.

My next appointment was closer to Came?on, Missocuri, where I was
in school. I had four little places, and I only remember three of them ~

Proctorville, Catalby, and .

-

These churches were closer to Cameron by about thirty miles. I
would take a trdin down to a little town close to the church, where I
was to go on Sunday. Some members of the church i was to attend the next
morning came to pick me up each time. Otherwise I would have to walk to some
member's home - the closest was five miles, I would speak at one of two
churches in the morning, eat dinner with some one visiting, and be taken to
the next church in the afternoon., After service at night I would be taken
to some member of the church for the night, Then the next morning I would
be tdaken to the train to go back to school. I served this group until I

left for World War I in 1918.
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I finished the school yedr and decided to go to summer school in
1918. 1In the first or second week of the summer school I was sitting
in the back of the classroom evidently day dreaming; when scmeone
touched me on my shoulder. I looked up, and it was the Dean of the
Summer School,
"What'!s the matter, Pigott?' he said.
I answered, '"Oh, I don't know."
He looked at me, and said "I'll tell you what I'll do. If you
want to join the Naval Aviation, go ahead.!
The boys had all been talking about going to Wﬁrld War I, and he
knew well what we wanted to do.
He said, "I'll give you credit for all your summer school work
if you gol"
""You sure want to get rid of me, don't you?" I said., 'You mean
that, do you, Doctor?!
HYes,'" he said, "I do."
"OK," I said, "I'll try it. Don't worry dbout that.!"
And so I went to Kansas City to take my examination and was accepted
for the Naval Air Force., I stayed in U.S, Naval Force until January 1,
1919, when I came to Decatur,
My church activities have been varied. In Decatur I did fill the pulpit
of the Cleveland Avenue Baptist Church for a short time in 1919 and 1920,
I talked to the pastor, dbout how long; he said his records did not go
back that far. I was elected president of the Decatur Ministerial
Association in 1944 and 45, I joined the Baptist Church in 1900, and I'n
not sure of that date. I later was baptized because I was originally a
Methodist, and I was only sprinkled, and had to be immersed in order to

join the Baptist Church. I taught the ladies' Sunday School class for



ten years. L joined the Baptist Church, baptized by immersion. Then
I re-joined the Methodist Church about 25 years ago, and I'm still going
there.

Tiyve touched on most of my activities in my religious life. There
are many other little things I could name, but in general, those are the
main ones.

Mr. Pigott, that's certainly an interesting account of your early life
in the church, but of course we know that you turned to teaching and
later school administration. You were principal. Why did you change
from the ministry to education?

Well; I was in Millikin University. I did not really ask for anf help
at Millikin, but the coach said, "Pigott, come and go with me and I'll
get you a scholarship if you want to go to Millikin,"

T had played basketball against Millikin, and the coach said, "I'd
like to have you play on our team,"

I said "If you want to give me Q scholarship, OK."

He said, "'Come on.'

So we went over to see the president, and he gave me a scholarship
at Millikin. That was on January 2, 1919. He didn't know me at all.

I was going through the machine shop at Millikin one day. A boy
was trying to put a piece of pump on a planer. He and his teacher were
trying to get that piece on the bed to plane it off. They were having
trouble, I stood there and watched them and then said, "Would you mind
if I helped you?"

T had had experience with the planer so I laid it out for them. They

did it. They looked at me. Then Prof. Cole came along. He was the man

‘in charge of manual training. He said, "Pigott, why don't you take some

manual training?!
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I said, "I'd love to.!" So I took some manual training, and
Prof., Cole was my staunch defender.

My first job at Millikin was to dig a tile ditch around ¢ quarter
mile track to drain the water out of the track,

I toock a course under Doc Cole. I made a table and some other
things. I was much older than most of the boys. Prof. got to liking
me.

When I graduated, Prof. Cole said to mé, "Pigott, go to the
superintendent of schools and ask for a job.'!

I said, "They wouldn't toke me, I know."

You go and see him."

I said, "No, I won't, Prof."

He said, "Yes, you will."

So I said, "OK.,!

The day I was to see him, I thought, '"Well, I'll see him anyway.'
So I went to the superintendent's office and said I have an abpointment
with the superintendent.

The secretary said, "I know you have, Mr. Pigott, but he has an
appointment to go to St. Louis on that afterncon train, and the taxicab is
out there now to take him. He hasn't time to see you.!

(That was about 1921,)

I said, "Well, you go tell the superintendent that I'm here so he'!ll
know at least that I honored my dppointment.'

She went in and then she said, "Stick your head in there and don't
go any farther,"

So I stuck my head in and the superintendent said, "I'1l send you

a contract tomorrow,'' I didn't get to say anything. That was how I got

my first job in teaching.



Well, then in the summer of 1922 after that first job, I was
washing walls at Durfee School and the elementary supervisor came around.

I had had classes in manual training in 1921-22 that come into
Durfee School. It was the roughest part of town, with a foreign group
there. I just loved those kids and had a good time with them. I could
tell you a lot of stories about them.

I didn't even know this teacher was o supervisor.

She said, '"Mr, Pigott, would you please come from tﬂat ladder and
come out here? I want to talk to you."

I came down from the ladder, and we moseyed off so no one could
hear the conversation. This was the middle of August.

After talking a while, she said, 'How do you like it out here?"

I said, "I like these kids. I have a good time here with them."

She said, "Well, you've just been appointed principal of this
school for next year.,!

I said, "I don't know anything about being a principall"

She said, ''Well, you're the prineipal,!

I said, "How come?!

She said, "You're the only man in thé system who has a degree and
is not in a secondary school or has d principalship., You seem to get
along out here. So we want to try you as principal,'

So that’s how I got my first principalship. As I said, I liked
those kids and we just had a good time.

Then I stayed there until the new school - Centennial junior high

school ~ was built. They moved me out there - they didn't ask me.
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We were having a program after two years. We were having a
banguet for those kids if they made an average of ''C', They had to
make an avexage of !'"B: in deportment. Then they could go to the banquet
free.

The secretary came down as we were getting ready for that banquet
in 1932, and said, '"Mr. Pigott, you're wanted on the telephone."

I said, '"What for?!

She said, ""The paper wants to know if you have a portrait,
glossy print,"

I said, "No - why do they want that?!

She said, "You've been appointed principal of this ''elassy" school.!

I was there from 1932 to 1943, and the same thing happened. The
newspaper called and dasked for a print,

I said, "Why?"

They said, '"You've been appointed principal of the high school."
It seems to me you were alwiys getting jobs you didn't apply for!

That's right. I didn't apply for any of those. But now then, the
superintendent called me one time and said, "Mr, Pigott, I want you to
be the sﬁperintendent of the schools and don't you worry about_tht's
happening up here and what it locks like. I'm recommending you to be
superinteﬁdent.”

Well, I applied for that job and did not get it!

It would be better if you didn't apply ~ Well, even though you turned
from the ministry to education, your church and your religion were a strong
influence in your life.

I think there was guidance there in some way. Maybe I had guiddnce to

take that route instead of the other.
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Yes - think of all the young people you influenced. It must be a great
satisfaction.

I had a boys' club at that first school where I was principal - up near
Malleable Iron ~ and it was rough! Well, I asked them about their old
office building, The official said they weren't doing anything with it.
I asked, '"May we have it for a Boys! Club?!

"Sure," he said, '"Don't let them tear it up."

We had a bunch of boys there, and some would go out there at ﬁight.
They wouldn't go home as they should.,

We had one boy by the name of Henry. Henry would get up there, and
his father or mother would call me and say, '"Mr. Pigott, will you go find
Henry? He's not home yet.'

S0 I'd go out and honk. One time she called, and I said, "I just
can't go and get Henry all the time,"

""Oh, please go get him,"

Well, I went there, and it looked as if there wasn't a éoul there,
but T honked and honked, and finally three of them came. Henry was one
of then,

I said, 'Henry,your folks are just raving. They want you hone,
Jump in and let's go."

We took Hen;y home, and I found out later what happened. They gave
hin a whipping, took all his clothes off him, put him in the basement.
There were just those little windows up high. They knew he couldn't get
out and there weren't any clothes for him to put on if he did get out.
But he was gone the next morning anywday. What he had done was get up on
something (they didn't think he could) looked out and saw some of his

sister!s clothes on the line. Some way he got that window open, got out,

and put on his siter!s clothes... But, it turned out that Henry was the
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only one in that bunch who graduated from high school... Well, that's all.
Tt has certoinly been interesting to see these influences in your life

and to see how you've influenced others in Decatur too.

I could tell you d lot of other stories, but I don't wunt to talk on,

But that gives us dan idea of how your life has gone. Thank you very much,
Mr. Pigott. We certainly apprecidte your coming back to add to your

story.

You have been listening to the second recording made by Mr, Lee

Pigott for the Decatur Public Library. This is Betty Turnell.
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v{8) Radio.

Thie commivtes was responsible for apot anncuncements
oer WOY during the wesk of the colliectlon.
Hews Publicity Vhoalrvmen ~ Lee D Pigoty

The General Committee fell that it would be best for all
announcensnhe and newspspor ltems to be given oul through
the general chodwman. The Desatur Herald and Heview
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the ¢ity editors, cooperated excallently in suggesting what news items
should be. printed and in the order in whiech they should appsar. 1 sm sure
the General Comnlttee feels that the newspapers wers very generous in theip
advertising space donated and in the amount of news space glven to the
alunioum drives Articles voncerning this drive appeared in both papers svery
day frow July 16 to July 30+ Plotures appeared in the paper almost daily,.
the greatest numpsr however, appeared on the day of the drilve showing the
method 'of collection, different vehicles used in collection and the pile of
aluminwe out. in-the parvk, I’ belidve there was more newspaper publicity

and advertising given to this drive than to any other community event undepe
taken within the last twenity years, - However, this is only my opinione. :

(4)  Womans Division, - | I |
... -The members of this committee were Nrs, George Brown President
O% the City Council Parent Teachers Agsociation, Chalrman, The members of
Cher commitieé were ‘the President of each local Parent Teacherd Association,
- On July &3,

was possibles They were given instructions Just whal to say and the time

this committee called gheh home where Lelephone- communication
in which t¢ do it  These instructions are 1listed below. .

IBETRUCT IONS. T0 TELEPHONE CALLERS .
L DECATURYS CLp ALUINTUYM ROUND-UP
Télé@'hon@ ‘ealls should mfﬁf"ﬁé'mdﬁiheﬁ@r@ 2130 a.;mn or after 9 pes
Ag-a rule the timgs for walling are 10 &ans L0 113130 Buma g 1 peme to
8 ploe and 4:30 %0 8 pania E}e not gall businesses or offices. :

For vest results use the follewing procedure:
(1) Dial the numper -
Coo gy Aek for Wrge Blenk o
- L8 Say something like thism: .

- Wiy, "Blank,;" this is Mrs. "Jonee" ¢ salling in 3
behalf of Decatur's 0L4 aluminun campaigns  You've
read about the appeal of the government for denations

- of old aluminum 86 badly needed in Jdefenpd production.
Tomorrow an authorized solicitor will eall for your
contributions Will you please ‘be-ready with any old
aluminum that you no longer use? - - . '

The government wid all the local goimitbess wiil

appresiats your coopepation,
| . Thank you.' |

ILULeE Was alio rébpdnsibly Fora representative from the losal
Parent Teachers Asspciuy: oni to be present at the 39 eollsstion polnta. This
person was pesponglble for the safety of the aluminus ab that peint wntil
it was loaded and sant into Central Parke I estimate that about 250 people
worked on this committess - : . :
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/ &3} Bin amabx&u&ﬁiﬁn i Gantml PM‘&
- Members: of- this committes were H. Es Gmmm&m, Chaivman am"l ,
Paul Xw:y*cns 3 ‘ni%a:i%w member ig gr up. erected one, bin in Central Park .
1o hold abeu 25000 pounde of aluminamy  The wire for the first bin was
- donated by the‘ﬁl&mk Hapdware. C}empany 'The stakes were donated by Lyon
Lumber Companys - When the alumin um*‘stamed goming in from. the. different
dlsst,riﬂta %h& aenmitt,ee d_ lded 44 was necessary 1o congtruct another
.giges . Lo th ' :y‘- art. of the afternoen 1t became ine

0 be ¢onstructed. Because of the rush
é@natiﬁna for wire. Beécause. of this

¢ purehaging wire ‘at Blacks Hardware
_:‘agre if w& }fwd haci mere time we

;a:mrl Soout
6! iy and

_ Jaly 23,
. : hig. same group
: Y an ‘ Beecher Huey
e I"@ﬁpaﬁ ble" f5 __eh emllaeti@n pamt bet._ sen the. hours
of 2 to 12« Th

___rnicm took’ the aluminum te the park at noon ur whenever

they had _ hat out ‘the amall.am work of this committee
the campa ik ! 80 great a succesg 88 :s._ I estimate
there were ab % M&G wa::maw '

_._.this aammitt&m
X/(?) _.f_@uaraing ’tshe A1 -

,.;,écmt Bﬁasﬁer :u?z Rs 4
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-anduﬁaﬁrygféylﬁrﬁafitﬁﬁfﬁﬁ@atﬁﬂf%ﬁﬁ&hﬁaﬁeg ‘A;L aerPQSpqndénﬂa*concarning

the weighning of the aluninuwm in Degatur and Springfield was carried on

thrﬂughfthislﬁﬁmmit%eﬁgﬂ“ﬁh@'aﬁt&eﬁéﬂ‘ﬁépy of the amotmt colleeted will
whow Lhat our’ Grive netted us 10,992 pounds of alumihum or about 8/3
poundg per dwelling in the City of Decatur, '

(10) Miscellemecus -~ o | o
o Lighte were' furnished on a minutes notice for a band concert
in Central Park by Mr. Riefelt ang the ¢ty electrical workers.

: _'Thg:W@gP;-AﬁtBana"ﬁﬁderfthé-diraé@ian,of’ﬁrw Helnes playsd
fron 7:30 %o 9400 on the night of duly 24. : - .

i Letters of appreciation were sent to all committee ehairmans

and coples were sent to committée members.

~ The above is a rough outline of the organlzatlon followed,

i want wo éxa#ags?mylaﬁpraqiatiéﬁ*ta'y@n-aﬁ-may@rrafwﬂécatﬁry for giving
ne tﬁ&;ﬁﬂp@?ﬁﬁﬁ>'yfia?hﬁlgﬁinltﬁéfﬁé?ﬁp“aluminﬁﬂ'ﬁfiﬁé@V i fesl that
all the work that | spent-on the organization was well worth all the
efforis given o 1 %iﬁhﬁlﬁ“Ijmaynbéipr&jﬁdie@.i believe that the ity
of Decatur is ¢ be congratulated on 1ts whales@ma'raamtiang-anﬁrﬁhﬁ
wholehearted gpir > given Lo the commititee in this drives If ‘thHe work
wers o :

ver 1 an sure that there would be many changes in the
ization whi ;*@eula”hai§'§<gﬁ%at;ﬁﬁa1g But I am also sure that
any changes in organization woudd not get a more wholesons or betiter
respouse than did this committee, ' : [

Very t?ukyﬁyadrg;gua-

- Lee D. Pigott; Chaiiman

S Serap Aluminun Drive
oPsil e
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4>Tﬁ% Honorable Bourd of jducstion of L{fAMuJN EZ/
V fne Decmbur Sohool District, - *' “mkﬂ‘ﬁ ”@{4?Q¢@L&‘J

Dewcaturs Illincis,.

i
70)

‘ Why THE UHDERSIGHED, belug supervigsors, prinasipale, teschars
&aglgualmyaﬁﬁ of the Uascatur Gohool Distriet, raeliving thet from
the reduction of the sssegesd velusbion of pruperisy in theo Doostur
Sehool District made ofber gontraets vwers sntered lute holBsen our-
Belvas snd the Hoard of Lducevion, snd thayt from the failuve of
meny persons Lo be able to pay texes for the past yeers snd the
srobeble inabiliry bteo pay ell of theilr tszes for ithe ensuling year,
there w11l bo w» shortage of funds in $he handg of She Roard of Ldge
gation %o meet the peyment on nll sontrreta in full upg harsisfore
nads with uwss ond

FUNTHLA renlizing that the Boserd oY Ldutstion and bLha psonle
af Dssstur Sehovl Hi&ﬁ?ia? dewlre end cuxpesed Lhut the ocperation of
ha Decstur Sechoole be kept within the budget ©f monay svallable

for the peyment of @al&;i@a and necessary expehsssy and

Aladidhe renlleing that the primsry imvortance of Shis sng any
sehonl syatem Ls the edusmvion of asbhildren for the full peried of
time reguizved by lae, 1f poasible, and desiring to add S0 tha aaly
slready given by the voters of tnis Distries in pirovidiog Teor en
insressed levy of tsxes for the ensuisg vears by deing everyithing
in our power foward the Xeeplng of the sohools in Usesbtur open fop .
fhe Tull poriled of nine wonths, even Shough thers will nod be anough
monsy sveilable for the payment of our salsries, ss urovided by the
eontroackts whleh we nmve alpsady aslzned,

f / THLULYORL, we do heredby of far aud spres Lo coptinus our ame
ployment aud perform biv sorvices reguired of us by our pontructs
for the rfull schoal yeer of nine months from the debs of the opsne
ing of the schoolsy with the understaending that we long as the Boapd
hes power %o antlielpsbe Ys3ss Sho¥ ®e will soeept the H8% warrants
in payment of our sslsries, snd efber ruch tex anticipation powsr is
athuazad; we ugraes thet we will sacept -~vidences of indebladbess
from the Beoerd eof bdussebion ®o ths axtent of Pfurthsr Saxes spd ihe-
(enag ke the Board of Lducetlen, os Enown st thad tlme, and ws fure
Iher sgree Thet when the bsxlzg power spd other lonocome i sxhsusted
ifor She ourpent vendy Lhait mo, soparately and individuslly sand ss a
body, will eauﬁina& Lo gﬁ?fﬂ?m,au? dutles and aor%inua our anploy -
mEEL For wheisVev time may Temain %ﬁ somplets thé opersbtion 6f hhe
xﬁﬁhﬁﬁl& for & 7ull P rriod of pine monthe, withoud BRY regompense op
expesotation ol recompense by ue in sny mmﬁnegg ey IV nedgssary ail
thet time, in the Jjudgment of the Bokrd, dthant we will snd 4o onter
date & zepearate spreswment with the Bosrd of Bdugnbien to compleie
gald perioed of nine nmonths sochools nt whatever nowminel sslary nny

he pet by the Hewrd, sush as Ope Dollsr per month.

T

UATED et Deocastur, Illioolis, tnis day of Ostobar,
1. - * *

H
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9’ Morn - duly 9, 1693 ~ Hurphysboro - Jackson Gounty, Lliinole
/Y «‘9 Work

Bold nowspepurs - 5t. Louls Globe, Star Uhroniule, Post Uispateb,
Hurphysbore Independent

Quit Logen Orade Scheol in T¢h grade to help support family.

1507~ Worked in Brown Bhioe Paclory,
156714 HMebiie & Ohio 8iwgs - tge yards - mach
1915w Pollowed harvest of whash in Kansas mﬁ’é @k‘kahma,

1#1920 4. B, Btaley Wfg. Uo., Decatur - vacstions « gwome i&igﬁﬂ w hsdy mat.
192122 Carpenter

191216 Hellendres ﬂalfi.e&
ook gmé& with holp of some profesgors in Hofendree
and ﬁﬁm entorod Acadswy.
e Janlior work - vang riging bell in dormitory - head
walber in dindng helll,

191617  “Migeourl Wesleym folleps, Canevon, Mismouri
' mk‘ ong year sohooling and worksd in boys dept. TM.0.A.
T 91718 ﬁa:e*' I
- Navak Avigtion
Inlisted nt Kasas Gity
1919~ Jomes MEL14kin Univevsity
T 192% Gradusted from Millikls June, 1923 « &, B, oo oo

University of Illinois on Saturdays - 1788 - H. k. ,L o

Ry

ring Profossion ALL In Decatur, Lillsols
Sapt. 1921 Hoogsevelt Junior High School -~ fow weeks,

Cgh, 1921  Gustoon Bohool « Taught woodwork to sil Tth snd Uth grade in
Lecatur Bohools.
Panght 9th grade woodwork clase ab Contrgl Jp. Bigh Behool,
Taught Tth aasafi %th graéss mﬂﬁmrk clase ab Iurfee Jr. High

- 192325 Prineipel » Durfoe School., 7

- 1989-32 Prineipel ~ Centennial Junior Bigh Bchook.
1gs2.-40 Prineipsl - Woodrow Wilson Junlor High 3&&@&1. \

19359 Prineipal - Decatur Migh School v - ,
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Hov. &, 1921 «» Jesaic Elisubeth Srowdor
R, ﬁ, 1953 = ¥ra. Jdessie Elisabeth Plgott peswed awsy

dune 12, 1995 ~ Marrisd ¥re. B, 2. Carson

© Wrg. Elizabeth Lee Allen
- Mrs. Bonald Golbon

v Eligaboth Am Allen * dannot Colton
- John. dogeph Sllen -  Baren Colton
- Burs Catherine Alien o digray A
George. YanQleve Allen it o
mﬁ in W

192LBub Freﬁ%m Degutur Teachers Association
1532«33 - President « Maconi County School Hapter lub
133334+ Pregident - %ﬂlg&h Enggiﬁ@% mmm %11&1%3 Education Association
oountlea) 4o bl -
AAG3839  Pregident - Tilinots Jusler ﬁi@e &M Asgociation
.- 1958 v President - maia Asgontiation of ﬂm&ary ﬂaimi Frineipals -
b ﬁl&f&&mi ":awhim ﬂﬁi L ‘maw ithools : ﬁmﬁaﬁi ‘bimm

W48 « Dentral Illinols Confer W% vy Rl

Ly P Ea:&ta E’m - ﬁaﬁmﬂ Eéaaat&m iim ﬁwiaﬁ-y b
Gollere Aetivibies

1916 Mﬁ&b ~ Goilege TGk » Yo, Vesloyan

19ih-18 &#&i&&t - GoXlege Athleti¢ AgNovlablon ~ ﬁm&e
3'?1&*1-& v Prog Gant - 21&‘6& 11&%5;' ﬁﬂ&@ﬁf - .471_:; aRdaros-
Is18 v President Maiﬁ&m mmw Eﬁa@mﬁy ?&usﬁmri Wesleymn

- 492832
193538
193337

- 1838

A998

19359
1957
g
ine
191859 « ason = L0 years E‘a&t&m &ﬁw - Eﬁﬁ g@m
1321~59 . American iﬁ@ﬁ% w 38 yoary
15 years  DeMoley Boexd - Sponsered by Masonie Commandery
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19h3-47 - World War II - Selevilve Service Decw uwr City Boaxd #1
" World War II - Chalrmen of Alusnium Prive for NMacon County
Couneil Bociel Agancles
- Edweation Councll
192159 ity wzmmm Pavent-Toacher Aspoctution
152159 Pareat ?emhw ssseciation ~ Fatber Club
' i !fr;""
/76l efothn N R Py P AL /ff»i L CervvimunndTE ol A te T
1912.69  Baphist & ?éia“&hw;i&iﬁ haroh member K e
?mgh"h &mﬁw &chm Class - Hlementary, Jr. High &ehw;‘,, High
School, AGbs 20 yesrs
Coliege Athlabie Awards
Hgeeball -MeXendrae - [ swerde Hssowrd, Yosleysn « 1 award
Bagkotball ~HcKendres » L awsrds Migoourt Wesleyan - 1 award
Tootbell HeRendree « 2 swerds Himsourl UWssleyan - 1 award
Tennis ~Hekendree » 1 award Mosourl Yesleyan - O award
Track ~Helondres - 1 award Hisgouri Wesleyun » » =
Athletic Offioial

basketbadl « 15 years

lonors st the Close of the Year
A rose tush (Peacs) ~ by the Blos Hemsarch Club,
Traveling refrigerator cabinet from Ogy Kintaer,
Vedication of the 1958-59 ParentTeacher ¥earboock to me.

The Vooational Cebinet Muking ﬁflasa:s rade ne two woolsn
hovges.

A0 oXl palnbing from the Ard Olase pelubed by Jemifer
Helaod 0f Feow Looland.

A soroll of honer given to mo ab the Latle Banguet.

The Stophen lecabur High School facully dlaner - prosent
wag & 11f delbta drill press with 1/2% chuek.

Stephen Devatur Hgh School Band Cmcert dedicsbed o me.

- An glleschool sssemBly by the Studemt Toencdl snd a program

of *Ihis 1s Yowr Life®, They prossnbed me with & 500 w
siide projector with ronvbe contrsl, e deplight moreen; a
sgound Yaps of the progras 1%self, 20 slides of plotures taken
of the program, ik siide holders, red md white mortarbsard
hat, boubtonndery, corsape and dogen roses for Mrs. Plgobb.




by
Porent Teachore Amsovdetion honored me st thelr leat P.T7.4.
moeting with o R.0.4. porbable tolevieion set and 16 roses
for Mrs. Pigoté. They slse made sprangements with the Board
of wzwt«im Pfor ne te have ny office deslk snd chatr.

/o Tow Board of Lducation named the sthlebio fleld the "Loe D,
Flgoth Athletdio Fleld* se of Hay 12, 1980,

The Hetionsl Honor Sevioty gave me ouff Hznlw tie clagp,
and & serail, nte ’

The Vocational Aubs Mechanios boys emme& ny Car.

The High Behocol mmm *Lhe ﬁeama! s wag dedigated bo
nw.  They alge gave me & lavge eolor photograph of nynell,

%‘rm ﬁ%&&mﬁ.&v gave me a tle &Mm
The Bz 12 Principals Assueiation gave ms & pocketbook,

The Tecohir Eucation sssocleabion gave ne o ben dollar glfh
wrﬁifimm;

?Wam Btmmm of aﬁmawim gave ne & 1ife nenbership.

The aafa‘l‘m*im .‘Wﬁaﬁ gave me & sbanp holder,

ﬁmi.n Smﬁam geve me two dowen gmm w&aw hemtim red roBos.
Wy piz:Ws% waa mmm in m,zm & - amgga w&uﬁw with some
graduating stndents from Decatbur High Schovl who bad won honors
the mgsﬁl yéar 1958-59. Bill Sumavere took a picture of the
mm and - Wﬁeﬁ 1% te me.

Ldnd Fbudie dleplayed my plotuee in thelr ebudio sy the
ﬂﬁw ﬁf ﬂlﬁ %ﬁkwy '

ndary ﬁn&iﬁ&*& of the Hecalr Publie School system tuok
: ‘gt the Hedwood and gave me a Pailes trensistor

¥ mm Eanww Father of the Fubure ﬁﬁﬁm&kers o #meﬁm and
m&;mmwwwm& 16,

%uw% ﬁf K¢ Wilson ab the ma%m& bargust at the ﬁm:: ,
‘; m ) &Jg

- o oy "‘F b ) I.;-"‘ JA Syl 1 Jir R d'\_(,)j.i B (,j’;“gft_ s ij, '
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September 14, 19832,

To the General Committee Arpointed on the
Decatur School Problem:

Your gubwcommittes appointed to investigate the possible income and
the budget of the Decatur School District submits this its report:

We find that the Decatur School District has the past few years
faced congtantly diminishing income. Last year the combined levy
for building and educational purposes was $784,000.00, of whieh, at
the present time, some $207,000.00 remains uncollected. The amount
collected to date is sufficient to retire all tax anticipation war-
rants. However, there is now outstanding some $187,000.00 of paper
igsued to the teachers for a part of their salaries for last year.
To pay this, the District must look to its uncollected taxes of last
yearts levy, of which the portion to be allocated to the educationsal
fund is slightly in excess of $155,000.00, and in addition the sum
due from the State of Illinois and other high school districts
smounting to approximately $56,000.C0. Whether these combined funds
of $211,000,00 will realize sufficient monsys to pay the outstending
Paper is a doubtful gquestion,

From the foregoing statement it is readily apparsnt that the School
Board now facegs the opening of school without any cash on hand aveil-
able for the coming year. From this time until distribution of tax
moneys next Spring, very likely not earlier than March, the School
Board must operate on borrowed money, and the limit of its borrowing
capacity is theoretically 75% of the levy,

This results because of the change in system of collection of taxes,
As the tax laws now stand, the taxpayers through their representztives
have authorized their administrative officers to make contracts and do
business on an income budget for a year, and have taken the privilege
of waiting until the end of the year %o Pay a large portion of the
money required.

In other words, the public has asked people dealing with the School
Board to be the bankers for this School District. This has required -
many people {0 carry obligations who camnot afford to do s0. Moreoven,
these obligations are in such form that they are not banksble. Thig
also reflects upon and affects the credit of the District in exercising
its power of issuance and sale of anticipation warrants to the amount
of 75% of its %tax levy to carry on the functions of the District.

This situation should not exist and should be remedied,

While the banks have always in the past loamed the District larse sums
of money on tax anticipation warrants, even to the full legal limit of
75% of the levy, we are not able to advise you at the present %ime
that this can be expected for the ensuing year, and some additional
negotiation on this matter may be neCcessary. .

Investigation of the probable income of the District for the ensuing
year discloses these facts:

The assessed valuation of all taxable property in Decaitur School Dis-

" trict for the coming fiscal year, from such information as is now

available, would appear to be slightly in excess of $34,000,000.00,
upon which, for educational purposes, the School Board hag extended
a tax at the rate of $1,50, the maximum sllowed Tor educational pur-
Poses. In addition to this money there will be due from the State of
Illinois for the ensuing year, and other districts, approximately
$90,000.00. Assuming that all this money would be paid when due, the
expectation of the income of the District would be as follows:

From Taxes $510,000.,00

Irom the Siate and other

Distriects $ 90,000.00

Total Possible Income $600, 000,00
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" This committes fully realizes that further reductions in the budget will re-

Thig income, however, cannot be depended upon. Investigation discloses that
the State of Illinois has not yet paid all of the money due the District of
two years ago, and hag only paid $43,500.00 of the moneys due last year. Iy
addition to thig the errors, abatements and forfeitures of taxes will amound
to a very large sum. Without going into all of the factors considered by
this committee in avtenpting to arrive at a fair estimate of -the amount of
income that may be received by the District for the enguing year, it is the
Jufgment of the committee that not more than $550,000.00 ecan be depanded upon
with any degree of assurance as the income of the Digtrict.

Against this we find that the budget of the School Board made up and approved,
which induced their belief that they must go to non~high schoal territory to
raise the funds, is slightly in excess of $606,000,00, This immediately
Prezents the problem of operating the schools, both grade end high schoolsg,
throughout the year on a reduced budget, or abandoning the full four~year
high scheol in order to get the money from the non~high school district to
maintain that budget and recoup the treasury for working capital,

The committee fully realizes that either system will require considerable
sacrifice in the community, Put it is the Judgment of this committes that
the greater sacrifice would be entailed by adhering to the policy previously
announced of becoming a non-high school district,

sult in material reduction in wages, and it is with great reluctance that the 5
comnittes recommends any such action. We have examined the salary scheduls :
of the teaching force, and the salaries paid the faculty are extremely moderw.
ate, and but for thig eémergency, there would be no thought of reduction of

~.the salaries scheduled.

u;usm. therefore, recommend that the school board revise its operating budget,

effepting retrenchments where they will do the lecast harm to the schools s0
as %0 operate the schools for the enguing year and mainitain a regular four.

~year high school on a budget of $550,000,00, This will enable the school dig-

trict to operate within its income, although not its casgh income to be received
during the school year, i.e., it will be operating with the income which may
reasonably be expected to be Paid upon final setilement with the County Gol-
lector in the Fall of 1933, with a reasonable amount of cooperation from the
State of Illinois ir payment of the amounts due from it. But in thisg regpect
the committee must point out that full effort and cooperation must be given

by the community towards the sale of the full legal limlt of %ax anticipation
warrants, and the teachers and other employees will have to carry approximately
25% to 30% of their yearly salary from the latter part of the school year until
late in the year.

We further recommend that to enable the school digtrict to breserve its credit
and operate within itg budget and to bay its bills in due course of business,
will require a capital account of approximately $200,000.00. This will ensble
the district to avoid what has been commonly termed asg script, and to preserve
& proper banking credit,

To furnish these additional funds necessary, we recommeng that an additional
levy be voted, the rate to bLe 40¢, and that this Proposition be submitted o
the voters of this commmity at the earliest possible moment so that if the
voters approve such action, the School Board will have time to rescind its
action making thig non~high school territory, and avoig an additional levy orf
50¢ by the non-high school board.,

Respectfully sobmitted,
THE COMMITTEE
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