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ﬁbal the local community have a responsibility to require the

‘school system to develop erch child's potentlal?

Yes,
If so, how?

The eommunity must be well-informed snd exerclize their vote,
T® must ¥now the needs and goals of the school distriet both
educationally and finanelally,

It must support these goals,

There needs to be a massive information program, whliech might
be done through parents, group organizations suech as block
elubs, and individual efforts,

Would a Junlor Cpllere benefit the Decatur cormunity?
Yes,
If so, in what ways?

Provides college education, technical eduention for those unable
or unwiliing to leave the comunity,

State universities are restricting enrollment of freshmen and
sophomore students,

Since Decatur school district property tax is pay’ag to relmburse
other districts for lecatur students, 1t would be well to spend
that tax money loecally,

Making available education needed for employment or for upgrading
employment,

Keeping these trained people in the eommunity,
Provides tralning in areas speclifically needed by this comwmunity,
Full and parte-time education in day and night aehool,

Provides counseling and guldance,

The Leavue will wor) with the committee of Cltizens Supporting
Magonland Junior Colleg: to dbssemlinate information on the
need for and benefits from a loecal jJjunlor college,
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| Those reports will be repeated|
| ata 7:30 p.m. meeling Wednes-| ;-

daymthehome of Mrs. Russell

| Oplinger of 152 Cobb Ave.
| | Benefits that the league’s|

education committee see coming|
, fromalocaljmnnreollexsm-‘
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or commuting to
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The league report said that

5 last year Decatur paid $174,000

in tax costs to other junior col-
lege districts where 319 Decatur

students attend junior col-

lege.

Leaguemembers decidedﬁo

work with the Citizens
Maconland Jumr

a| porting
d| College, which is ca

mpaigning
for an affirmative vote on a

gram to make people aware of
thcproblemsand their part in

Two Charged
In Stabbing

Twa Decatur youths have been
charged with attempted murder

stabbing Sunday night of a
former Decatur man in his
Champaigna

of 1212 N. Edward St.. and John
Eddie Williams, 17, of 2058 N.
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JUNIOR COLLEGE

Discussion poimts:

Could public schools use coumselimg services¥ If found
it iz nmeeded, Jr, Coll. could set up program.

There is no defin ite time set for the state to require
menbership im a Jr. Coll, ares.

If we join azmother Jr, Coll. area, there would be xro
limit on taxesz paid to that area.

Consensus Questions:

1., Would =2 Jumior Collage bemefit the Decatur
Commurity?®

Yesz, with nmo objectors

2. 1 so, im what ways?®

1.
2a

3.

L.

5

Dropouts realizing meed of sducatior could
return and coantinue education if qualified,
Provides college educatior for those wamting
to go, who can't afford to live =2way from
home, or whose paremts find it nrecezsary

for them to be at home.

Higher educatiom could help prepare neonle
fird-gainful employmernt, therefore riducing
the-reliéf roles. :

The state pags 79% of the building costs of

& Junior College. The public schoolz must

pay their complets cost.

Saver the cost of educating our students in
other Jr. Coll, areas, as this cost must be
bora by the local school district.
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LOCAL SCHOOLS

Discussion poimts:

Where schools have specizl ﬁrogrwms to hold student
interest, dropout rate declimes.

Igdapwﬁd@mt Study at L.keview are only for interested or
top students. Mozt are mot potemtial dropouts.

Mamy college bound students may be motivated by
Vocational Training 2ddimg to the perceatage of
Voc. Ed. students furtherimg their educstion.

Physically =nd Mentszlly H*pdlcappwd students are
educated very well. The prmblem comez ‘n» firding
a job 2fter their educstion amd trsinming.

Corgensus Questionsz:

l. Does the local community have a rezpomsibility to
require the zchool gystem to develop each child's
potential?

Yes. with no objectors.
2, 1f so, How?

l, The commurity must be well—*m;vrmwdﬁgpout
gchool problemsg. i o

2. We must kmow the meeds of the schools and
students both educatiomally ard finam cJMIWy.

3. Parents car help by do&@tvag their time and
talent to help out the schools.

Lk, Group orgmmizrtﬁohg gsuch a2s Block Clubs can
be bemeficial im imformimg of ard solving
school problems by open discussion.

5. Imformatiom cam be spread om imdividusl
basziz such as neighbor to meighbor, etec.
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LOCAL SCHOOLS CONSENSUS

League’s national program for Human Resources calls for equality of opportunity in education. One intent includes the idea that
the schools develop an environment in which each young person can acquire the knowledge and skills with which to develop his
individual potential. Besides the integration aspect, our concern must be the quality of the program offered in every school to every
child.

The Illinois League position on schools states that basic changes should be made in structure and financing of schools. Included is
the belief that special considerations are needed to solve special problems, such as inner-city schools and large numbers of
disadvantaged children.

Do Decatur schools meet this goal of educational opportunity for all? Or are there too many undereducated? The holding power
of a school system is one measure of its success. That is, what is its drop-out rate, or percent of students quitting before high
school graduation?

This rate can be computed by taking the number of students entering ninth grade (100%) who leave with no record of transfer,
as compared to the number in the group at the end of the twelfth grade. Decatur’s drop-out rate is now 21%. In 1962 it was
21%. Comparing Decatur with the national rate is difficult because of the lack of similar figures, but comparing the number of
high school graduates nationally with the total population aged seventeen gives a rate of 23% leaving school.

The school committee presentation November 10 and 11 will focus on the causes and ramifications of drop-outs, as well as possible
solutions to the problem. But keep in mind that the larger concern is with quality education for all children; how well they are
being equipped for life. Are they being educated to be able to make their own intelligent choices, and to handle change as it occurs?

Please prepare for the presentation and discussion questions by doing background reading. Resource material includes national and
state League position on schools, the Illinois League publication “The Schools’; National League’s School Desegregation, North
and South; Decatur League fact sheets School Integration, 1969; Comparison Study of Several Illinois School Districts, 1969-70,
and Effects of Elementary redistricting Plans, 1970,

Also to be presented is a short study on the Junior College issue. Junior Colleges are commuter colleges. They are to provide tech-
nical and vocational courses leading directly to employment as well as the first two years of higher education leading to a
bachelor’s degree. Junior Colleges are also directed to “develop and experiment with programs designed to aid the under-educated
student of post high school age.” Many promoters feel it is the best way to provide higher education for the most students at the
least expense to student and taxpayers.
Discussion questions:

1. Does the local community have a responsibility to require the school system to develop each child’s potential?

2. If so, how?

3. Would a Junior College benefit the Decatur community?

4. If so, in what ways?
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League positions res school integration

Natienal program 1968-1970---under Human Resources---"Work will continue in areas
covered by the League's 1966 pesition, e.zs, for school integration, compensatory
educetiones...." --see National Voter, May-June'&8

Decatur Lesgue local statement=-see Decstur Voter, Dec. 1967
Quotes Bettess statement to Decatur Board of Education voted at Nov. LWV Board meeting--

"The League of Women Voters of Decatur supports the Board of Educations' cormitment
to the philosophy eof racial and socio-eomomic integration of the public schools,
All Leagues of the United States have besn actively concerned with equdlity of
opportunity for education.

We applaud the Board of Education's action in this direction and look forward to
the implementation of & vlen for integration of the Decatur 8chool District,"

See April, 1968 Illinois Voter for Chicago Lesgue testimony on schoel busing,

See Jan-Feb 1967 Illinois Voter re: Evanston League action in schoel integration

Statement of Human Resources position as announced and revised
by tre National Board, Jan, 10, 1969

Members of the LWV of US believe the federal government shares
with other levels of government responsibilitv to provide
equality of opportunity for education, imployment and housing
for a2ll persons in the US, Employment opportuniti¥es in i

technological socleties are closely related to education;
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the Leacue supnorts fedemal programs to increase the educsati
and trainine of disadvantaced peoble, The League also supports
federal efforts to prevent and/or remove discrimination in
education and e ﬂloﬁ*ent and housing and to help communities

bring about racial integration of their school systems,
Local consensus 1970
Emphasis on local community
system to develop each chi




