Visit to 401 North College February 29, 1074

Reverend Jerry Hennsberrv, who bought this house in Augnust,
1975, showed it to me.

Front porch and north terrace hsve cnarrv tile floors and
concrete bannisters with "turned” balusters. The front
door and the inner door bavond the tiled westibule both
heve sidelights of 1e2d=2d glass, 2nd the French doorsinto
th=s north »2rlor =27en have these sidelights.

The north p2rior has 2 brick fireplace with asovare area
above the mengel with inset sousare tiless: the sunrnom

on the east front ha< 2 <similar firenlace backing the other
one. Sunroom flnor is tiled, and ronof is beamed; this is
now used as =2 chenal,

The south marlor, = much sm=ller room, has a2 molded nlaster
ceiling; at the vosition where ceiling and wall meet,

a design in relief, »robshly nlaster, adds further decoration.
The firevlace is mebble. with 2 wood mantle.

The large hall is mnenellad. Wood msy be oak. To the right

is the entrence to the oricinal kitehen, comvletely tiled.

A stairway, enclossd, l=2aés tn th= bssement, which has

brick partitions serarating verions rooms. The original

boiler which snuonlied eity hesat is still there, although -
this is no longer us=d: naw furnace was instslled several '
vears ago wWhen citv he=t sarviece ceaszad.

At the end of the front hall is another hell at right angles
on the south, lesding %o =2 side entrance. Ths stzirway to
the second floor is nn the wegt side, to the left of the
dining room entrence. The dining room has s long radistor
in front of the sonth wirdows, covared bv =2 wood grille.
Braass wall scone=s ma” ke originel, On th= west wall,
built-in, is 2 cunkn=>~d with classed doors and 2 largevanel
of art glass sahove thags,

The breakfast room Jjust wast of the diniang room has exvosed
beams and windows nn south 2nd wast side. The radistor has
a2 breakfest warmer on it: this is of m=stal, with a design
vainted over, sbout 2% fekt long and a2bout 1% feet high;

it has doors which oran out to show two shelves. Mr. Henne-
berrv said this wesoriginal.

Thers are several badrooms on the sscond and third floors.
The master bedroom on the north has a firevlesce with sunroom
or sleeping porch on the east, abhnve the one on first floor.
Partitions on the third floor mask the original layvout.

Extra tiles for the rnof have been storsd in the house and

ars used for revlacements., '
There is a Greek key desiegn at the top of th= wainscot (which
is low) in the north vpsrlor.
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This Decatur landmark surance man. istry, which included the old = pages 10 and 11 of this
located at 401 North Col- Rev. Jerry W. Henneber- England mansion. edition.
lege Street, has been con- ry left the business world The story of his work
verted into a House of Pray- to follow what he believed in the mansion, along with (Photo by Larry W. Tur-

er by a former local in- was a call to a special min- pictures can be found on ner, Staff Photographer)



December 31, 1916.
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SveLLanOe operauons.

osures about FBI
Tiance and harassment of
= Rev. Martin Luther
other prominent
, and who knows
ny less-known citizens
tically indicate that such

i

-y
many

in makmg the case for
ional direction of FBI
Mr. Kelley ap-
‘could not resist the
ving technique of pass-
buck.

Although he conceded the

that he commit suicide 1Is
neither honest nor well
motivated. It was more than

migtake. It was a des;i:abie
act. There wers other such

harassments by t}"e FBI of the

d others.

Rev. Mr. King an

FBI agents sho
congressicnal

know what 1is
motivated and what is

As theé head of the
Mr. Kelley may hav e t
that such an e

necessary to bolster the morale

New Mission Helps People

To the Editor:

In these days when so many
of us are busy condemning the
things that seem to be wrong I
would like to put’in a word for
something I believe to be right.
I am speaking about the House

¢ Prayer Ministry located in
.gld,Egglmmm,onngL

"‘Y |Ir

Tth place started recently
by a man and his family who
were themselves made new
Ereatures in Christ Jesus have
st about to help others who

d themselves on the wrong

side of life to change.

In the natural man tends to
degenerate from day to day
znd year to year. The imag-
inztion of the thoughts of his
heart are only evil coatinually
il he comes face to tace with
3 need for a saviour.
<9 The mission of the church is

Thanks for
Help at Fire

To the Editor:

On Nov. 29 our garage and
part of our house was taken by
fire. Leo and Shirley Adams
+d family would like to thank
vone that was there to help
ove out our furniture when
use caught fire, and also
ends who are still helping
o get settled in our new
Thank you all so very

7

1ks also goes to the vol-
re department who did

{ job. Thank you.

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Adams

Decatur

to bring about this ch:

Views
Of Our
Readers

due to the nature of :

times people are ashamed to go
to their pestor, or other re
sponsmlp person in the church

to unburden their load of guilt
and shame. If is in
that missions, and
church-related minisiries prove
their value.

The House of Praye: Minis-
try here in Decatur is no ex-
ception. Daily lives are being
straightened out. Marriages
that are almost on the rocks of
despair are being cemented
firmly together, peope with a
tremendous sense of guilt and
shame a: being made to
realize that the Saviour still
cares for them, and has proved
a sacrifice for their sin.

Through this ministry as well
as the church, Jesus is saying,
“Come unto me all ye that
labor and are heavy laden and
1 will give you rest.”

Eugene H. W, Beneze
Decatur

About Letters

Letters to the editor must
carry a written signature and a
street address or rural route
number The writer must permit
use of his name Letters of 350
words or less are preterred. The
Herald and Review will not edit
letters to meet space re
quirements.

) This '755165> .‘:ﬁagﬁéver Mr.

. Kelley did look the senators in

other .

the eye and say something that
needed to be said.

“No one who is, looking for
the cause of our failures should
confine its search solely to the
FBI or even the executive
branch,” he said.

““The Congress itself has long
possessed the mechanism for
FBI oversight, yet seldom has
it been exercised.”

Indications are that Congress
is at long last recognizing the
validity of that
hardly a new one.

Now it is up to Congress to
provide legal guidelines for
FBI conduct, spelling out when
surveillance is needed, and
permitted as well as how it will
be controlled.

If nothing else, Mr. Kelley
put that ball in Congress court,
where it should have been all
the time.

Day by D‘ay

Ten Years Ago—1965
The Decatur Board of Edu-
cation Tuesday broke the six-
week summer school program
into two four-week periods for a
trial period of one year.
A pioneer work on educating

" the culturally deprived written

\

by teachers at Washington
Elementary School is fast be-
coming a bestseller in its
field.

Twenty Years Ago—1955

More than $2.75 million is
expected to be spent in Decatur
stores on Christmas presents
this year. One major store
manager estimated purchases
at his store las
nearly $50,000.

Macon County supervisors
Wednesday afternoon rejected
a proposal to name a five-
member committee to discuss
employment questions with
representatives of Local 457 of
the union of state, county and
municipal employes.

Fifty Years Ago—1925

More than 500 new telephone
subscribers have been added in
the last year, according to E. J.
Howells, manager.

The Association of Commerce
has accepted the offer of the
IPL to have its engineers make
an industrial survey of the ci-

ty.

- W8 4

criticism,

st Saturday were
) filling

_where pigs rooted in the -
" paved streets.

So uncertain was the fulmre
of the national government that
most men in public life con-
sidered high positions in
Washington less preferable to
positions in their own villages

“and states.

Only four of the six men
George Washington chose to sit
on the Supreme Court actually
showed up for the -first
meeting; one was involved in
more pressing . activities: at
home and the other declined
the appointment. And the
number of men who voluntarily
resigned from the Congress
was greater than those who
failed the test of reelection.

Yet in a peculiar way, the

“very difficulties of life - in

‘Washington served the cause of
democracy. — particularly ‘in
the Congress. -

The Congress was originally
designed to represent the

~ popular will in the states and

localities. Think how useful it
was, in fulfilling that function,
to have a rotating representa-
tion from the population at
large, descending on
Washington each year, coming
fresh from the people, bringing
with them new demands, ideas
and power.

Each new election brought a
turnover of 50 per cent, which
meant that more than one-half
of the representatives to the

. House every two years were

freshmen.

In the early 1800s the average
length of service in the House
was only two terms, in the
Sena’e’ one. In 1900 only 9 per
cent had served ten terms or
more.

With new men. contmualiy
the - chamber, - little
premium was placed on age or
experience. Many @ of the

- leaders of the Congress were in

their thirties.
Career Professionalists

The constantly changing
Congress of the 19th century
was a far different body from
the more insulated institution
we know today, where fewer
than 10 per cent of the
members turn over in any one
election, where more than one-
half the members have served
more than five terms, and one
in five has served more than
ten terms.

The average age of the

20th century re

which  the
Congress are
and longer.
Mobile amatzs
crme and g,

ti) stay in Rv ash
as possible.

How did ~ thi

about?
" It can be atiri
the changes in
the world since
tury.

In the last 10¢
tion has wunde
dustrial revolut
worldwide pow
wars and suifer

-jor economic de

The 20th centt
nationalization
economic prot
growth of
organizatior.
them. These
have concentrat
central governn
the states and k

In 1801, the ¢
of the nation
numbered 287
years later, {f
grown o 351,7¢
1971 the natim:
had 5,637,000 «
stituting almos
the labor force
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land home on College Hill, is one of the moat handsome resi-
dences which has been completed in Decatur in years. In
the fransformation of the old homestead, not an item has been
overlooked in making the residene® one of the most beautiful and
at the same time one of the most serviceable bhuilt in Decatur
during the last twelve months. ;
NEW THROUGHOLUT.
The house has practically been rebuilt, oniy 1he f

_and. basemtxnl zhowmg traces of the oldpr resuieme \H\

me the standpoint of the “House Beautiful” the C. E. Eng-

ed. The lawn hdb ‘been planted with thfubber\ :a’furmal garden

lias been bmlt in the rear of the hpuse ard the lawn has bev °n

terraced.

CONVENIENCE. :

In the arrangement of the rooms in the house, convenlence
has been the prevailing note,.although beauty of design and deco-
ration have both found place in the completion of the residence.
In the first floor of the house are located the sun parlor, the musie
room, the living room, the dining room, the breakfast room and
the kitchen. The living room and the dining room are finished in
dark oak, the musiec room in ivory, the breakfast room in birds eve
maple and the sun parlor in willow.

On the second floor, each of the bedrooms, there are five, has
a sleeping porch and a bath, with the exception of the guest room

which has a bath room. Without e\coptxon the rﬂqmc} on the.

second floor are finished in ivory. -~ . ot o
' BALL ROOM.

The ball room and the maid’s room are lucated on 1he third
floor, with an individual bath in connection with the mmd ¢ bed-
room.

Recently a garage with room for three cars has been added
on the rear of the grounds. The garage is made of rough faced
red brick and is at the right of the concrete drive leading from
the street

Music Room.

¢ 01 jight




| streets;”  were  once family

divided into apaﬁmeqt houses

B;} Sally Burcham
One " of ' the stately old|Pe

When those houses were built,
art of the mound was shcecﬁff

livin, ~-room, " dining *
breakfast room and

mansions is hemg given a fresh i and the site of much _merry-|were ] lorated ‘on_the first floor i
coat of paint. The other has a making from the old days was ‘

Both “which are located at|

,“For Sale" SIgn in the yard. gone” from the De\ atur| bed
Q(-Qne *

The - aﬂ-rccm mam,mn thdt

‘West North and North College | stands to the south at 361 N.|compa
College St. was built in the garly

d.We].hnUS fOl Decatur’s SyClaH\’ 1851 ’S ata COSt of $~8 000.

prommenf Now, they have been

marrxeds, and singles.

It was sold first to W. H. En-

3 nis in 1891, Then, in January of
for college students, Youngyigi3 A K. Staley bought  the 'ba{h connectca to_the mald’s
housé from Mrs. Louise ans

Lung hefore either house stood | ¢ apant $20,000.

on the North College Sfrest
lncatwn thg site was called the

Staley  reportedly . spen £
iseveral thousand doilars

& ” e . o
Mound.” Iremodeling - the - house . that

It was so known because ifs ., ; it Fs :
helght fyas considerably greater 1%% ds  on a 240-by 120 mut the concrete du\e Whl('h jgads

than it is at present, and~was

In Septemb:r 1951, Mrs. Em- The house was sold aft i,

visible for a long distance across | ma 1, Staley donated the house

the prairie. T
For this reason, it was a
famous rendezvous and general |

tand_property to the Decatur

YMCA. In turn, the Y~ sold the

property to Roy Phillips, using

meeting place. If there was 10 the $25.000 it received for their

be a wolf or a deer hunt, the
“Mound”’ was fhe appointed spot
of meeting.

-Around 1829, however, . an
early Decatur minister, Rev.

illiam - Truman Crissey ‘Pmiups in ‘I:.‘: 1957

“anted to have a Methodist col-

nesw YMCA building.

J. J. Swartz Co. purchased the

home from Phillips in July, 1953,
and converted it into 16 apart- !

ments. Ownership went back to|

The apa L oY Qs-m&lb’uﬂ

second. floor boasted fiva
hich had -

the hgfxﬂ

aparfmej;lt was s Tocated on-
third floor, with an mmg

At, the rear uf the house was
adeed“”“’tl’I‘é‘eTé?’” garage. The
garage was made of rough- faccd

from tf

Lg_,_g,dﬁathicLMLjnil\Ars
Fred Stalain; who remodeled: i
into six apartments in 1947.

The cost of remodeling at the
r fm‘?gaasrw_a@mu&ﬂand
125,000, The house was apprais-.
?e‘d%u& SS of $75,000. .

'he mansion is again for | sale,’

and mow_ has nine apartments.
W ing price is §119.000.

gﬁge {or young women built on|th.tstands heside it on the north ‘?// g ,"{ 1974

e site, = !

The plot was first transferred w SUNDAY
from the government to William | ‘retords. DECATUY

Hanks Jr. in 1829. Hanks in mrn
sold it to Crissey.
Crissey laid out the emlre

platted *“College " Square™ with!
the object of establishing his
Methodist college there.

The dream was never fulfilied,
and when he died, he bequeath-
ed the ploti\to the Missionary

Society of - the  Methodist
Episcopal Church of Illinois.

There was no such society.

The dream of Rev. Crissey, to !
devote this property to the'|
church, failed, and the land!
went to his heirs. !

A temporary tabernacle was
built on the site in June of 1867,
and the Illinois Sunday Schooﬂ
Association convention was held i
there. i
1t was the first state rehgmus
gathering in the city, and there|
was no building large enough to
accommodate the crowds, hence |
the temporary building.

It was constructed of rough
lumber. The sides were not;
enclosed and ‘the ground was |
covered with straw. People from |
all ‘over the state reportedly
came to the meeting.

Then, for many years, the plot
called “College Hill’” was unoe-
cupied, except for an occasional '
circus tent that dropped anchor l
there.

The property changed hands
many times during this period,
and. was finally sold to W. J.
Quinlan and W. B. Chambers, |
“who built the mansions that stilt |
ﬁfﬁﬁh:ﬁ"lr = |

It t was sold in 1916 fo C' E
gland who practically rebmlt

western addition to Decatur, and | @wﬁe X

_sun_parlor, music > Toom, |
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Furnishing Goods.

"BOS., Attorneys and Abstracters, - Court Honse, 114 5. Water,

Chandler Charles W, lab, res 405 E Bradford.
Chandler Elkin, clk Geo R Bacon & Co, bds St

Chappel S & Son, dairymen. e of city, P O box 1397.

DECATUR DIRECTORY. /997 119

Chambers, Bering, Quinlan Co, Wm B Chambers,
prest; Wm J Quinlan, secy and treas; J Edward
Bering, supt ; agricultural implement mnfrs, 662
N Jasper. e

Chambers Franeis M, painter, res 522 N Monroe.

’ {m B _prest Chambers, Bering, Quinlan
Co, 662 N Jasper, res 411 N Main,
Chandler Alfred, carp, res 405 E Bradford.

B 5o T W
< }_

Charles. | |
Chandler Elmer E, fireman Wabash Ry, res 405 E
Bradford. _

CHANDLER EMMETT W, Boot and Shoe Maker,
146 S Main, res 525 N Water. .
Chandler Lewis G, clk Wood Bros, res 405 E Brad-

ford. , '
Chandler Wm A, clk Wood Bros, res 227 S Water.
Chapman Helen (wid Wm), res 705 S Broadway.

NINHOIN

4‘—-——A4-&L-a—.u-.u-n-—_ P

Charnock James A, miner, res 1355 N Church.
Chenoweth Cassidy (W J & C Chenoweth), res 149
W Main. | ,
Chenoweth Wm J (W J & C Chenoweth), res 151 W
Main. L ~
CHENOWETH W J & C, (Wm J and Cassidy
Chenoweth), Physicians, 149-151 W Main.
Cherry Abram M, carp, res 1054 E Marietta. |
Cherry Auna B-Miss, res 1054 E Marietta. sE
Cherry James W, finisher Decatur Furniture Co, res |
1118 E Marietta. *‘ 7 55 1
Chew Jane (wid Minor T), res 431 W Main. L -
Chileote Bella Miss, dressmkr, res 320 S Main. = i
Childs Charles H, bkkpr Decatur Printing Co, bds £ &
604 W William.. = = _ - g
1ds Marearet M (wid Franklin L), res 604 W &

aivddH




DECATUR DIRECTOR ‘r,'.—_/_gj_?, 2ol

——

Pabel Edward, miner, res 1048 E \-Vodd. : \

PACIFIC EXPRESS CO, Wm R Bresie Agent,
135 E Prairie,

Packard Charles E, clk Linn & Sruggs, res 247 W
Wood. I "

Packard John, lab, res 1060 E Herkimer.

Packard Silas, ‘res 49—1 N Colleg. e (College Hill).

Page Henry P, res 570 W Prairie.

Page Jacob (col’d), lab, res 606 S Main.

Page Jennie Miss (col’d) domestic 758 N Edward,
res 1159 N Main. = =~ .

Page Polly Mrs (col’d), res 1159 N Main.

Page Thomas (col’d), barber Rogan & Dansby, res
1159 N Main, '

Pahmeyer Frank H, packer F W Pahmeyer, res 541
N Water.

Pahmeyer Fred W, cigar mnfr, 223 N Water, res 541

00.1K)

[AOIJ puU® SO

,‘mauwm, = Lourt nouse, 114

‘STOIS

Paine Frank H, master mechanic Wabash Shops, res
968 E North., 5

Painter Jacob A, blksmith, res 545 £ Herkimer.

Painter John 1 engineer, res 552 N Mercer.

Palen Henry M, carp, res 1171 E Marietta,

Palmer Ambrose W, res 359 West Decatur.,

Palmer Anna J (wid Arthur), res 1078 E North,

Palmer Frank C, chjef train dispatcher Wabash Ry,
res 928 E Eldorado.

Palmer James, lab, res 604 W Wood.

Palmer John E, res 604 W Wood.

Palmer Mamie C Miss, res 604 W Wood.

‘Imer Mary A Miss, res 1078 E North,

B & amer Michael, teamster, res 604 W Wood.

AAUUVIMVJU wuu

HM ‘N ¢91
A N HE

. -A e A .,

LNYHOH

HHLS
DAL

Oscar, brakeman Wabash Ry, bds 637 E

£8Y\ N s




- 129 Drcatus

. - DECATUR COAL COMPANY | A,
3 | Mizers and Shippers, Wholesalers and Betailers. o ' & i
' i Cheapest and best COAL in the City. 1

Telephone 89 and 100.

AA0 321440

[HQUVI

FACIFIC EXPRESS CO, Wm R Bresie, Agent, 135
E Prairie. '
Packard Charles, timekpr Linn & Scruggs Dry Goods
and Carpet Co, res 115 W Wood. ,
Packard Silas, res401 N Coll 2e (College Hill).
Padgett Stacia (wid Henry), bds 1060 E Eldorado.
Page Henry P (Outten & Page), res 570 W Prairie.
Page Mary Mrs (col’d), res 1333 N Church.
Page Jacob (col’d), bds 536 S Main.
Page Wm, teacher High School, rms 706 W Prairie.
Page Wm Thomas (col’d), barber J Jacobs, res 1333 N
Chureh.
. Pahmeyer Anna Miss, res 541 N Water.
- Pahmeyer Frank H, cigarmkr F W Pahmeyer, res 541 N
Water. ,
Pahmeyer Frederick W, cigar mnfr, 223 N ‘Water, res
541 N Water. ‘
. Paine Frank H, master mechanic Wabash Line, res 968
~+ K North — “
Painter Jacob A, blksmith, res 1070 N Main.
Palen Malinda (wid Henry M), res 1171 E Marietta.
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 ORDER YOUR ABSTRACTS OF TITLE FROM THE

MACON CO. TITLE ABSTRACT CO.

140 S. WaTen ST. ALBERT BARNES. Manaaza.
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,» 126 K. Main Street.

et —— iy i W N B

Gall on A. SMIGK

Chandler Charles W, boss wreck crew Wabash Line, res

‘Chandler Elmer fireman Wabash Line, res 437 E Marietta

nvas Paulins and Wagon Covers. 139/ 1§

reathers Renovated by the Liatest Improved Progess.
106 East William St., Librarv Building.

CHAMBERS, BERING, QUINLAN CO, Wm |
Chambers, prest; J Edward Bering, supt; Wm J
Quinlan, secy and treas; Agricultural Implement
Manufacturers, 662 N Jasper.

Chambers Charles, fireman Wabash Line, bds 993 E
Eldorado.

Chambers Frank M, ins agt, res 967 S Colfax.

Chambers Jeanette Miss, res 359 N Church.

Chambers Wm B, prest Chambers, Bering, Quinlan Co,

Chambers Wm L, rms Curry’s European Hotel,

Chambers Wm T, trav agt, res 553 N F ranklin. ‘

Champlin Nina A, bkkpr J G Starr & Son, rms 157 W
William. | /

Chance Wm M (Walker & Chance), res 1027 N Main.

Chandler Alfred, carp, res 404 E Bradford.

Chandler Annabrad Miss, bkkpr Geo R Bacon & Co.

~ res 867 N Main. e
Chandler Carrie Miss, res 756 N Main.

p—

404 E Bradford.

Chandler Elkin, trav agt Geo R Bacon & Co. res 867 N
Main.

CHANDLER EMMETT W, Boot and Shoemaker,
153 N Main, res 525 N Water.

E. W. CHANDLER,

. . PRACTICAL ..

BOOT & SHOE MAKER.

Repairing a Specialty.
'53 N. MAIN ST. ~ _DECATUR, ILL..

N & 0D thfndnnnhnnn PORTRAITS
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By E. B. Hitcheock
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THEY SAW THI BEGINNINGS,
‘vIr ukgd Mrs. Silas Packard Were Children of
‘ Pf«)nf-er- and Grew |

Eatly 1
p With the Community.
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PAST AND PRESENT OF MACON COUNTY. 169
Zo=s: residence districts of Decatur and its  been such as to distinctively entitle him

grzooos hospitality has been enjoyed by a
orz= of iriends that is constantly increas-

‘the capitalists of Decatur.
“should ‘serve as a source of encouragement

Doth are members of the Methodist
Zoiscopal church and its work has received
co-operation and also generous and
Znancial support.

Mr. Packard votes with the Republican
party and has ever been firm in his advo-
cacy of its principles, but political honors
and emoluments have had no attraction for
him as he has preferred to give his time and
attention to his business affairs. He began
life as a farm hand and now stands among

and inspiration to others, proving as it does
the potency of in {ustry in the active affairs
of life. He has always been willing to de-

vote his wealth and his energies to any

feasible undertaking that would increase
. the prosperity of the’ ¢ity and add to the
His life has been

success. He hasaaccumulated a large for-
tune and has used only such means as will
bear the closest scrutlny He has bestowed
on worthy catises large sums of money, and
uses his fortune to the advantage of the
community as well as to his own profit. To
such men as he i§'the development of the
west due. He has for nearly forty years
been an active factor in advancing the city
of Decatur, and during that entire time has
so conducted all of his affairs as to com-
mand the esteem, confidence and respect of
all classes. Personally he is sociable, ever
willing to accord to anyone the courtesy of
an interview. Although a man of great

wwealth, he is unostentatious in a marked

decree, and in this age, when anarchistic
2ud socialistic doctrines are inflaming the
the demeanor and actions of such
men as he do more to quench the fire of
znd malice than all other means com-

W1r. Daclkard’s actions have during his life

Such a history

to a place in this publication, and although
his career has not been filled with thrilling
incidents, probably no biography published
in this book can serve as a better illustra-
tion to young men of the power of honesty
and integrity in insuring success.

S. O. HILBRANT.
\S. O. Hilbrant Who is engaged in the

"m ragt there owns eightg acres of
constituting fi excellent
Is0 has some tgwn property.
was buf a boy when
rrents to/ Illmom and in
early education
! the busi-

H

and
and
d upon
the =a>k of winning for\
position in the busginess
to Argenta, he gave his arm-

ing. which he fgllowed for\two years, and
to Medarvyille, Indiana,
where he oceypied the position of assistant
cashier in a/bank. He spent two vears in
that place, durmg which time Re gained a
good kno/ ledge -of the bankmb \bu\me:\
¢ to Argenta once morey ,‘_he was
e bank of "'Qrber &
Son a ,rd has since 1tt'11ned a third iaterest
: 111st1tnt10n, Wlnch was foundad in

then remove

buginess circles of the town and the sfie-
c¢ss of the bank is attributable in no small
egree to the business sagacity, the enter:
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in the fullness of
st which is the just
ble industry, spot-

enterprise.
Cermont as the state
of Lis tirth having occurred
there on thc 17tk of April, 1829, but when
he was only vear and a half old
he was brought vozatur, Illinois, by
: viiz (Tracey) Pack-
-¢ of the Green Moun-
r was born in
v was of English
i, Sr., was a farmer
wzs not long per-
pursuit here or
or in the fall of
Upon
i alarge fam-
harles. Anson,
Elizabeth and

=%
cUOUUl

1&30 he 3

hig %
11§ Wil

1o his final rest.

time a mere village

were proportionate to
srzznce. The public-school
csizblished and Silas

» this review, pur-
ubscription school.
mewhat strait-

sary. that

support and

ior five ¥ he was e el as a farm
hand. Then atracted Ly the possibilities
wealth in the

he early

for the rapid zcguiremsn
far west, owing o tf
California, he rescived o seek a fortune on
Ii ‘ yurchased a
anyv of twenty-

team and started w
1 site of the

three wagons ifrom the 1
Transfer House on West Main street, De-
catur. They crossed the plains

their way through the mountai

until they reached the -

was fraught with many har

also brought much valuable exp
knowledge to the young man. =

realize the responsibilities of life and
difficulties incident to a successful busin
career. It taught him that there is
roval road to wealth, but that perseverar
and energy are the surest basis of v
perity., In California he engaged in gui. .
mining and was fairly successiul so that lic
brought with him upon his return to De-
catur enough capital to enable him to cui-
bark upon an independent business career.
Tt was in 1835 that Mr. Packard again
reached this city. Establishing a lumber-
yard, he continued its conduct for several
vears and was afterward in the hardware
business, while at the same time he carried
on agricultural Qﬁrsuits, having purchased
a tract of land, to the development and im-
‘provement of which he gave his personal
supervision. He became a dry-goods mer-
chant of Decatur, continuing his operations
in real estate through the purchase and sale
of farms and as his financial resources in-
creased he became a factor in the banking
interests of Decatur. His greatest success,
however, has becen achieved through his
operations in realty. His purchases have
been very carefully made and thus he has
been enabled to realize a good profit when
disposing of his landed interests. For six-
ty-two years he was the owner of the eighty
acre tract of land constituting Riverside
Park. A part of this has been platted and
laid out into town lots and substantially and
attractively improved. - .
In 1836 was celebrated the marriage of
Qilss Packard and Miss Mary Sawyer, 2
native resident of Decatur and a daughter of
John and Eliza (Ketring) Sawyer, who
were numbered among the pioneer settlers
here. com from Pennsylvania to this city
3 Alr. and Mrs. Packard
ve had no children of their own, but
opted daughter, who is now the
ert I. Hunt, a prominent busi-
this city._ Mr. and Mrs, Pack-
beautiful home in one of the
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period, the family having in the mea"‘**s

He contributed very largfly

in\business, and they took charge of Lte" toward the building of the two edifices

father’s affairs, comprlsmg busm ess inger-

en of excellent bL<in €ss s3gecity
ight, and in the supervisiod

.and iore

property interests have shown maded Northwest ers friendship
criminationl and unfal-‘eﬁ'pg diligence. was :“'r’olable and he gajfied many friends
" the 2d of Ju

ircle of his friend-
tensive with the cir-
When those who
him his aid was
e rendered, and

in marriage Yo Miss tﬁe ’R% 2 ;_
ter of Senzatog Jason R?g:- =, =..vi mato
=-have been bory
“ers, who was

died on the 18

Jemmary

T J"‘ “wn to take advantage of hi
any business transactions.

‘o Charles Kerneyv, o Indiana, he fullest extent the respect an
who died August 1, and hes Lhoce with whom he was long
brother Howard are/living -

LAS PACKARD;
—Lhm;m Packard
sxdent of Decatur—a record
ralleled by that of no other citi-
The little village in which his
i were passed has developed
oI metropolitan proportions and
ng among the largest in the

.A. ,II

Mr. Powers gave hxs political support in
early life to the Whig party and\when Mr.
Lincoln was ffirst placed on the R
ticket as npminee for the presidency he
ioined the franks of the new organization,
\\'1th Wth he continued to affiliat

bu:mess men unt11 to-
cunted one of its most promi-
He early had the sagacity

¢ 1o discern the eminence
had in store for this great
and acting in accord-

7 impulses and gave freely o
» charitable and benevolent objacts, nent c=
his giving was always free from and presc
tion or display. e long held meta-  which the
p with the First Presbyterian chure
ecatur, and many thousand dollars

means

and v

osien

Dersl
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cz= R. White, treasurer; H. Prather, assessor and collector; G. W. Gilbrath, Zebulon Cantrall-
Wiliam Webb, constables.
1E+0—Joseph King, president. Trustees, Henry Goodman, William Cantrill, B. F. Oglesby,
%, John G. Speer, David E, Ralls. H. M. Gorin was clerk; G. R. White, treasurer;
=k, collector; William Webb, constable.
—Tkhomas P. Rodgers, president. Trustees, J. H. Elliott, D. E. Ralls, G. R. White,
->odmzn, Benjamin R. Austin, J. D. Tait. J. S. Post was clerk; J. H. Read. treasurer;
~=veos, assessor and collector; Wiliam Webb, constable.
1541 meeting was the last held for five years.)
Dzvid Krone, president. Trustees, Elijah Krone, Joseph Kauffman, Michael Elson,
H. EezZ. E. B. Hale was clerk; G. A. Smith, constable.
D. Erone, president. Trustees, T. H. Read, M. Elson, Joseph Kauffman. Nathan P.
=ck: E. McClellan, constable; B. H. Cassell, assessor.
<:—J. H. Elliott, president. Trustees, H. Prather, H. Armstrong, E. O. Smith, Joseph
2. P, West was clerk; E. McClellan, constable; B. H. Cassell, assessor 'and treasurer.
T 5 Kaufman, president. Trustees, H. J. Avmstrong, J. H. Ellott, Joseph King,
: . P. West was clerk; B. H. Cassell, assessor and treasurer; H. Goodman, con-

sech Hing, president. Trustees, W. J. Stamper, William Prather, C. H. Pringle,
- B. H. Cassell was clerk; William Wheeler, constable; B. H. Cassell, assessor

“izm S, Crissey, president. Trustees, Willlam Prather, C. H. Pringle, Joscph
S per. B. H. Cassell was clerk, treasurer and assessor. ¢
Stamper, president. Trustees, W. S. Crissey, William Prather, C. H. Pringle,

5. H. Cassell was clerk, treasurer and assessor. -
ilizm Prather, president. Trustees, W. S. Crissey, W. J. Stamper, Joseph King,
2. H. Cassell was clerk, treasurer and assessor. E
m  Prather, president. Trustees, William J. Stamper, William S. Crissey,
2s H. Wingate. B. H. Cassell was clerk. )

H. Wingate, president. Trustees, William S. Crissey, William Martin, Elias
ctts. B. H. Cassell was clerk; H. Churchman, constable.

H. Wingate, president. Trustees, A. L. Kellar, ). R. Gorin, William S.
in. B. H. Cassell was clerk.

MAYORS

Following is the list of mayors of Decatur since 1856%

Jokn P. Post. . 1875—R.7 HW Mﬁriwceﬁther.
—Wiliam A. Barnes. - —W. B. ambers. %ﬂ
, 1878 —Franklin

& —James B. Shoaff.
Hil 1879—L. L. Haworth,

1880-1881-1882—H. W. Waggoner.

-1 B. Chambers. =
1885-1390—%. P};’ I%aﬁxan.
1891-1892—W, : ambers. éa
1893-1894—Dav1 . Mothtt.
1895-1896—D. H. Conklin.
1897-1898—B. Z. Taylor.
1899-1900—George A. Stadler.
1901-1904—C. F. Shilling.
1905-1906—G. W. Lehman.
. Shellabarger. 1907-1908—E. S. McDonald.

Forstmeyer. : 1909-1910—C. M. Borchers.

-lin  Priest.
COMMISSION FORM
i $—Dan Dinneen. 1023-1927—Elmer R. Elder.
I —C. M. Borchers. 1927- —O. W. Smith.
COUNTY GOVERNMENT
Cou governing boards, at the time Macon county was laid
cut. consisted of three members. Such boards were abolished, how-

organization was established by law, in this

state. but Macon county did not put it into effect until in 1859,
Solomon Garver. representing citizens of the county, presented a

petition to the cot S
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there was coal here, and they subscribed $5,000 for the purpose of
making a thorough test. J. E. Bering bored the second hole, but it
had to be abandoned on account of quicksand. Another attempt was
made by Mr. Bering and at a depth of 290 feet a stratum of the black
diamonds was discovered. Specimens were placed on exhibit at the
Peddecord and Burrows bank on Jan. 14, 1876, Two or three years

cafterwards a coal shaft was sunk, and later two other shafts were
sunk in Decatur.

In 1879 the waterworks dam was completed. That same year
Decatur had its first telephone service.

In 1878 the Decatur Tank Line company was organized, and it
served a large territory. It was a branch of the Standard Oil company
of Cleveland. !

In 1871 Adam Blenz and G. J. Danzeizen started a meat market.
It led to the establishment later of the Danzeizen Packing house.

S. M. Irwin came to Decatur in January, 1877, and purchased a
stock of drugs that occupied the building at 100 East Prairie. His
drug store is across the street now.

Among the industries established in the '70s was the plant

of Lyon, Gipson & Co., which is still in business today as the Lyon
Lumber company.

The Chambers, Bering and Quinlan company was formed in 18753
by W. B. Chambers, W. J. Quinlan and ]. E. Bering, to manufacture
the Champion and Brown hog ringers, Barnes wire check TOWErS,
and other articles. The company bought the Decatur Agricultural’
works plant.

Charles M. Cald-
well started a livery
business in 1871
which he continued
until 1919. Most of
that time it was lo-
cated in the 100 block
West Main street.
In the halcyon days
of the livery business
Mr. Caldwell always
kept as many as 50
rigs busy. Caldwell’s
barn was known for
CALDWELL’S LIVERY STABLR many miles around.

Vetudue
Jrees
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Gen.
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Grant,

executive chmr of the mty, and for many years he
has been connected with its educational interests.
He is one of the stockholders in the Chambers-Ber-
proprietors of the largest
agricultural implement works in the city.

Mr. Chambers was born near Ithaca, N. Y., in
Caroline Township, Tompkins County, March 16,
1838. Four months after his birth his father, Will-
iam H. H. Chambers, removed with his family to
Kane County, Il
of the old Duteh families of the Empire State. In
New York, Mr. Chambers married Adeline Booth,
After their
removal Westward they spent a short time upon a
farm twelve miles west of St. Charles, and then, in
1842, went to Batavia, Ill., where the father worked
at his trade of wagon-making until his death,
The

ing-Quinlan Company,

The Chambers family was one

who came of an old English family.

which occurred at the age of sixty-six years.
family numbered six children.

The subject of this sketch resided in Batavia
until 1855, when, at the age of seventeen years, he
went to Mendota, I1l.,
clerk in a general store.

where he was employed as
In 1857 he embarked in
the hardware business, which he carried on until
1862, when he sold out and engaged as traveling

salesman for Barber & Hawley, of Pekin, Ill., man-
ufucturers of agricultural implements. In 1863,

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD

when Barber & Hftwley 1em0ved to Decatur, our
subjeet accompanied them. His employers failed
in 1867, Mr. Chambers assisted in settling
up the business. By this time, he aspired to set
up a business of his own, and was joined by
two wealthy and well-known citizens of Decatur,
Mr. Bering and Mr. Quinlan.
formed by the three gentlemen in 1876, for the
purpose of manufacturing agricultural implements.
They were the first to manufacture the wire check
rower and soon became leaders in their line, par-
ticularly in check rowers and corn planters. In
1882, the partnership was ehanged into a stock
company, and incorporated under the name of the
Chambers-Bering-Quinlan Company.  The stock-
holders are Messrs. Chambers, Bering and Quinlan,
who were the former partners, and they are suc-
cessfully engaged in the manufacture of a full line
of corn planters, check rowers, hay loaders and side
delivery hay rakes. They employ one ‘hundred
and seventy-five men,and doa constantly increas-
This industry stands at the hmd of
Decatur’s enter puses :

On Christmas Day of 1857, our sub]mt mmned
Miss Adelia Guiles, daughter of Daniel D. Guiles,
a merchant of Mendota, Unto them ‘have been
born three children. Annie, ti
of Albert Barnes, manager of the Macon County
Abstract and Title Company; Cora is the wife of
L. L. Race, a prominent young citizen of Decatur;
Jennie is now attending St. Mary’s S

and

A partnership was

ing business.

he eldest, is ahe wife

cimol, in
Knoxville, T11.

In polities, Mr. Chfimbels is a Repubhc&n and
warmly advocates the principles of his party.
For twelve years he has served on the School
Board. In 1876 he was first elected Mayor of the
city and was re-elected the following year. In
1888 he was elected for a two-years term, and in
1891 was again called to the same office for asim-
ilar length of time. The people of Decatur gave
him their trust and found it was not betrayed, for
in all possible ways he advanced the best interests
of the city and carefully looked after its welfare.
He is a man of excellent judgment, sincere, gen-
erous, modest, yet withal manly. He is one of
Decatur’s moat populm as well as highly icbpected p
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Decatur Diary

Company Tied 'Famous Knot'
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