CHILD WELFARE - CONCURRANCE 1976

PART I = January 27, 1976 17 people present
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The LWV supports legislation and administration of programs and facilities
which will enable Illinois to fulfill its responsiblity to meet basic child
welfare needs, We concur,

Family counseling, homemaker, day care and diagnostic and treatment services in
particular, should be made available to serve the child who lives at home,

We concur, It was suggested that we seek the cooperation of industries to help
workers with problems, )

More small residential facilities should be available to serve specfic needs,
including foster care, of the child who has to live away from home,

Answer: While we generally agreed that the small residential facility is an
excellent facility concept, they have not worked out well when they have tried to
operate 1n most residential neighborhoods, How small is small? How about the
economics involved and the 24 hour supervision required, especially with older
children? There was some question about supporting a “"Kaleidscope™ if it came

to Decatur, Still, most felt that some sort of small facility should be available,

Day care should be available for all children whose families wish to use it, with
priority given to those in greatest economic need,

Answer= yes, All children, yes, if enough centers are available, Income is a
factor, Transportation and location of the center is important. There seems to
a waiting list for day care of the low income child which seems to indicate that
their needs are not being met,

There was some discussion about opening the public schools for care of three
year olds, The Area Vocational Center Program was thought to be excellent way of
training high schools students for work in day care facilities,

PART II - February 25, 1976
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The LWV supports child welfare legislation and programs for the effective rehabili-
tation and care of young people who come before the court,

Answer = we concur, Some care should be taken that a juvenile has his legal right
to an attorney during proceedings, Concur with the first point of the consensus,

The INV supports the thrust of the Illinois Juvenile Court Act to provide the
opportunities for effective rehabilitation and care of young people and to protect
the legal rights of the child and his parents,

Answer= we concur, But believe a complete diagnostic workup is necessary to determine
what kinds of facility is necessary for each individual,

Smaller correctional and treatment facilities and programs should be developed to
serve the varied needs of the child who has been removed from his some,
Answer= we concurs

Effective treatment services within the community should be provided for the
child returned by the court to his own home,
Answer = we concurs

Probation services for juveniles should be of high quality, responsive to the
special needs of juveniles, and uniform throughout the state,
Answer « we concurse
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10s Education, such as an opportunity for a young person to complete his high
school requirements or to receive realistic voational training, should be
available to youngsters who have come before the court,
Answer: we concur, Some kind of central recording keeping or feedback between
service agencies to get adequate figures in order to evaluate services,

11, State agencies should constantly evaluate on-going programs, upgrade staff, and
search for new methods to improve the treatment of children,
Answer: we concure Some special provisions are necessary to work with kids with
problems, Yfreventive measures for parental understanding and acceptance are
necessarys %

PART III = April 28, 1976 = 15 members and &4 guests,

12, The state should stimulate the provisions of increased services for the emotionally
distrubed child,
Answer- we concur, The state should stimulate the provisions of increased services
for the emotionally distrubed child,

13¢ Effective deliquency prevention services should be available, and local com=
munities should take the initiative in developing these, cooperating wherever
possible with the local school system in developing a overall plan,
Answer= we concur, The consensus of the group was that the state should, indeed,
stimulate such services, We concur that effective deliquenecy prevention services
should be available, We feel that is is the local community's responsiblity to
coordinate effective delinquency prevention services,

14¢ The Juvenile Court, as a judicial institution whose primary function is the
protection, treatment and rehabilitation of children in trouble, depends upon
Judicial leadership and court staff of appropriate qualifications effective utiliza-
tion of supportin services including social case work, psychological and psychiatric
services,and detention control based on national standards; adequate public financing,
and community supporte
Answerg we concur,

15¢ The Juvenile Court should have original and exclusive Jurisdiction over the juveniles
whose cases call for a judicial determination of legal rights and issues, with
clearly defined safeguards established by law for the protection of the rights of
children and parents; and that responsility for dependency and truancy cases and the
related administrative and supporting services should be transferred to a public
adminstrative agency,
Answers we concurs

16, That there should be provided for children temporarily detained for whatever reason
a variety of separate facilities to provide them with the different types of services
and environment suited to their respecitve needs. That there should be provided
for dependent and neglected children both protective services and shelter care
separate from detention, in different types of facilities suitable to their needs,
including small temporary care facilities and foster homes,

Answers we concur,




LEAGUR OF WCMsN VCTeRS CF DrCATUR, ILLINCIS

MINUTES

The Board of Directors of the Leasue of Women Voters met for a regular

meetlnz on January 21. 1976 at 9:30 a.m, with President EBarb Brewn calline

W
the meeting to order zt the Decatur Communlty Church - 903% West Decatur 5t,,

Decatur, Illincis 62522,

Precent:? Mesdames: Erown, Stalev, Cantoni, Jensen, rrotzman, Smith,
Clﬁwoiler Lantz. Fﬂmb“ ell, Langer
Absents Mecdames: Lauteriunz, nan

The minutes were approvaed as reaa,

Minutes

Treasurer's Revort: DIarb 2rown revorted the treasurer's revort for Magale
Lauteriung, BHalance - $555.71.
Annual Dues: Maggile Lzuteriung had suggested the annual dues be ralsed to
415,00 in order to meet our state and national dues obli-
%uipﬂs. The motlon was recommended by Marzarst Campbell and
sconded bv Karen Jensen, Beth Cldweller will consult with
u;v e Eurst as to ©prccedure to be followed in presenting this

. motion at the annual meeting,

inance Letter: Chris Langer has written a rough draft of +the finance
letter tc be used thﬁs yvear, We are going tc ask Mavor Rupp
to oroclzim "Leazue of Women Voters Week" to coineclde witnh cui
fund drive, Jariouc other publicity methods were dlscuse=9
Also, varicus toard members contributed names to be added to
orospective contributors list, It was felt the letter stouid
be addrecssed to the home address instead of to the office of
the various vrofessional Rroubs,.

Publications: Dee Meverson is_to rec ~eive"Revort from the Hi1l",
Maprgaret Campbell, Fublication Chzlrman, revorted a bai. 22

of $63.02 1in the publicaticns budeget, Alsc to be ordered
is the bocklet from th International Women's Ccnference

. T L]
held in Mexico Citv: "A Bluevrint for Lgua 1ty".

v ﬁ ulien Cantoni will distribute new member
n

Decatur Voter: bfé%éﬂé%éeg of &l orinted frem Good Housekeepving
a

tur Voter,

MEETINGS: Januarv 27. 1976 - Tuesdav - at 9:30 - SGrace United Methcdizt
Church., Unit on Dav Care
' Februarv 11,1976 - Wednesdav - at 7:30 at Lee Stalev's

Review Decatur LWV posltions

Februarv 18.1976 - Wednesdav - at 9:30 - Decatur Comrunitv
Church - Board Mestiing

February 25, 1976- Wednesday - Wwestmlinister Fres, Church

:30 - Unit on Dav Care
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Meetinzs - Continued

March 10, 1976 Wednesdav - Q:30 & 7:30 - Westminister
Preebyterian Church - Registration by Mail

March 24, 1976 - VWednesdav - Wesiminister Preg, Church
9:30a,m, - Unit on Child Welfare

Program: -
Logo - Bzarb Clsen went to the Macon Countv Boari of
Suvervisiors - Internal Group. Home rule was discugsed,
The LWV will not ecirculate petitions to have the home
rule on the ballot this vear as there 13 not enouzh time
to have =an education prozwram for the voters,
Financing the League Questionst! The results of the answers of the questions
asked to the Decatur LWV were re iewed,
Energve fresident, Barb Ercwn, discussed the concern manv Americans

are éxpressing about energvy and energv related problems,
A national energy task force has been established and 1t s
felt a local Decatur enersv task force should be dis-
cussed if leadershivp could be found to head our local
enerzy task force,

Agriculture Meetinz: the 9th Annual Agricultural Policv Conference Meeting
will be held on Tuesdav - Februaury 24, 1976 starting at
:30 a.m, at the Decatur Masonic Temple. A lunchecn will
be served at 12:30 for a orice of §3.75,
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